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S:

in te rv iew  w i th  Howard  and  Mary  Qu inn  by  Dav id  Sa laza r  and  M j ld red  To rok  on
March B,  

. I973.

What  we ' l l  do  i s  th i s :  We ' l l  s ta r t  w i th  the  rea l  bas ' i cs  l ' i ke  where  you

were  born  and when,  and a  l i t t le  b i t  about  your  paren ts .

Mi ne?

Yes .

0h ,  tha t ' s  s lmp le .  I  was  born ' in  E l  Paso  on  l {ay  22 ,  1900 .  My  fa ther

came here  in  about  1883.  He came out  here  a  s ick  man;  he  came fo r  h js

hea l th .  I  th ink  he  thought  i t  was  a  God- fo rsaken look ing  count ry - -no

t rees .  He  came f rom Mjss iss ipp i ,  and ,  o f  course ,  i t  was  g reen  and

pret ty lTherQ. Then he got better and came back into El  Paso. He

was a  pharmac is t ,  t ra ined in  Hote l  D ' ieu  Pharmacy in  New 0r leans .  He

went to work for  the Rio Grande Pharmacy. My mother came out here to

teach schoo l  in  1892.  They  met  ou t  here  and mar r ied  and se t t led  down

and l i ved  very  happ i l y .  A t  l eas t  I  guess  they  d id .

The j r  on ly  mis fo r tune was tha t  they  had four  g i r l s  and no  boys l  (Laughter )

And no boys. But we thought that  th is was such a commentary on this country

because j t  was bare and everything: The f i rst  money my father was able

to  save,  he  pu t  in  a  sav ings  bank  so  tha t  he  cou ld  be  taken back  to

Miss lss jpp i  to  be  bur ied .  When my o lder  s is te r  was  born ,  he  took  the

money ou t  and never  pu t  any  more  in  to  be  bur ied  anywhere  e lse .  Th is

was home.

There  were  four  daughters .  I 'm the  second one.  E l i zabeth  is  two

years  o lder  than I  a rn  (you know about  E l i zabeth ,  she  was a t  the  Pub l ic

L ib rary  fo r  years ) ,  then me,  then Anne (who taught  a t  E l  Paso H ' igh) .

Then my sister Char lee, the youngest one, was the one that went into

the  WACS and d id  so  except iona l l y  we11.  She d ied  about  four  years  ago.

MQ:

S :

MQ:

HQ:

MQ:
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M n .

5 :

MQ:

You say  she  d id  excep t iona l l y  we l l?

Yes.  She go t  to  be  a  l ieu tenant  coJone l .  That  was  as  fa r  as  they  went .

That ' s  p re t ty  good.

Yes,  very  good.

She has  a  very  in te res t ing  exper ience,  I  th ink ,  f i r s t  and las t .  The one

to  ta lk  to  about  her  j s  Anne,  because they  were  c loser  together .  She

was s ta t ioned in  the  South  Pac i f i c  and was /a - lso /  s ta t joned in  Wash ing ton ,

and she rose  as  h igh  as  they  were  ab le  to  r i se  a t  the  t ime.  She was in

command,  I  th ink ,  o f  the  Four th  Army.  I 'm no t  sure ,  bu t  I  th ink  tha t  was

the  d ' i v is ion .  As  i  say ,  ge t  tha t  f rom Anne,  because Anne knows i t  a l l .

7_ehar1ee7 went in jn the f  i rst  c lass of  the WACS.

That  was be fore  Women 's  L ib"

Yes.  I  th ink  she d id  p re t ty  we l ' l  in  sp i te  o f  Women 's  L ' ib .  (Laughter )

She was,  I  th jnk ,  p robab ly  the  c leveres t  in  the  fami ly .

0h ,  he l l ' s  be l l s ,  l v la ry .

0h ,  I  rea l l y  th ink  so .  She rea l l y  was  a  very  in te res t jng  person.

Then Anne taught  a t  E l  Paso H igh  a1 l  those years ,  and she taught

Math.  She must have been an awful ' ly  good teacher,  because students keep

turn ' ing  up  tha t  had her .  But  the  on ly  one tha t  l i ked  her  were  the  good

s tuden ts ;  she  jus t  made them learn  i t j  Bu t  she  d id  th i s  so r t  o f  th ing :

The /days i t  snowed, those OayJ everybody could go to the wjndow and

look  ou t  a l l  tha t  they  wanted  to ,  wh ich ,  I  th ink ,  shows an  unders tand ' ing

teacher .

My mother taught out here when the

at  the  Cent ra l  Schoo l .  She must  have

because up  un t i  I  the  t  jme she d ' ied ,

HQ:

T :

MQ:

HQ:

MQ:

Let 's come back to my mother.

town was about  so  b ig .  She taught

been a very extraord' inary teacher,

these  o ld ,  o ld  men kep t  tu rn ing  up /and saying/,  "How are you?" And
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Mrs. McAfee (do you rernember Mr.  McAfee, President of  the First  Nat ional

Bank and then Chajrman of  the Board),  Lu' lu McAfee went to school  to my

mother,  and to the day Mrs.  McAfee died, she always spoke of  my mother

as l4i s s Word .

T:  Was that hen maiden name?

t4Q: That was her ma' iden name. She taught out here.  My mother came out here

and taught  in  the  schoo ls  here ,  and there  are  s t i l l  peop le  a round L ihg / -

went  to  schoo l  to  her .  Mrs .  Rhe ins te in ,  my ne ighbor  downsta ' i rs ,  /Ts  one

of theg,/ .  And then the four of  us went to El  Paso High and graduated from

El  Paso H igh .  Anne and Char lee  and I  a l l  came back  and taught  a t  E l  Paso

High- - taught  Math .  Then I  went  on  ou t  to  the  Co l lege and taught  40  years .

E l i zabeth  never  taught l  she  was a  l ib ra r ian .  And,  by  the  t ime you count

up the people who went to school  to Mother,  the people that  went to school

w i th  us  ( four  o f  us  s t re tched ou t  over  a  per iod  o f  years ) ,  and then the

ones tha t  went  to  schoo l  to  us ,  i t  covers  an  /a rv fu l l y  la rgd  sec t ion  o f

town.

And your  fa ther 's  name was K-E-L-L-Y?

Yes.  H is  name was Char les  Edgar  Ke11y,  bu t  he  was a lways  ca l led  Henry

Ke1 1  y .

Is there a story beh' ind that?

The s to ry ,  as  I  unders tand i t ,  was  tha t  j t  was  Dr .  Jus t ice  (who was one

o f  the  p ioneer  doc to rs  here )  who  ca l led  Papa  "Henry . ' r  ( l nc iden ta l l y ,  h i s

daughter  l i ves  here . )  Why? Nobody knows.  And i t  caught  on  and so

everybody e lse  ca l led  h im Henry  Ke l ly - -except  tha t  Dr .  Jus t ice ,  the  las t

few years  o f  h is  l ' i fe ,  very  care fu l l y  ca ' l led  h im "Char l ' i e . "  f -enry  was

a  n ickname/  tha t  ius t  happened  to  h i t ,  and  tha t  was  i t .  I sn ' t  i t  f unny?

I t  ' i s  funny .
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MQ:  And there 's  no  account ing  fo r  j t  a t  a l l .  Var ious  peop le  tu rn  up  and

they say, "You know, I  found out why your father was ca' l ' led Henry Ke1]y."

We11,  i f  they  found  ou t ,  i t  was  someth ' ing  he  d idn ' t  know.

T: When d' id your father pass away?

MQ:  
. l932  

or  1933"  I  cou ldnr t  te l l  you  exac t ' l y .  I t  was  a f te r  we came back

f rom Cambr idge .  I  th ink  i t  was  the  summer  o f '32 .  I ' l l  l ook  j t  up  fo r

you.

S:  You were  say ing  tha t  to  your  fa ther ,  E1 Paso seemed l i ke  a  very  deso la te

p1ace,  very  d ry .  What  were  your  impress ions?

HQ:  She d jdn ' t  know any th ing  be t te r than tha t l  (Laughter )

MQ:  I  was  born  here ;  and I  d idnr t  see  i t  as  be ing  any th ing  except  the  pre t t ies t

p lace  on  ear th ,  and  I  l oved  the  mounta ins .

5:  How do you remember eanly E' l  Paso?

t ' lQ :  Natura ' l l yn  i t  was  lo ts  o f  fun .  The on ly  th ing  ' i s ,  you  d idn ' t  have very

much of  what was pr ivacy,  because i f  you mjsbehaved, somebody phoned home

and to ld  your  paren ts  be fore  you cou ld  ge t  home and exp la in .

So you 'd  say  the  communi ty  was very  c lose-kn i t?

Yes .  I t  rea l l y  was ,  ve ry  c lose .

That 's  in te res t ing ,  about  when you misbehaved.  Now,  you have to  be  a  l ' i t t le

more  spec j f i c  about  tha t .  Can you th ink  o f  someth ing  you d id?

That  genera t ion  d idn ' t  do  /Fea l ly  ba i l  th ings .

Probably I  fa i led to speak to Mrs.  So-and-so, or I  may have gone downtown

wi thout  my ha t  on .  You know,  somet l t ing  o f  tha t  k ind .

That  was be fore  we had coopera t ive  dormj to r ies .  (Laughter )

D id  you  l i ve  in  th i s  sec t ion  o f  town?

No.  We l i ved . . .we l l ,  I  cou ld  have  taken  you  down and  shown you  where

three of  us were born,  except they tore i t  down about two weeks ago,
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moved there f inJ Januany, 1904, I 'm sure of  that ;  ear ' ly  in January,

which I  thought was very underhanded. My mother and father,  when they

were marr ied,  went to 1 ive on the 900 block on Stanton Street.  That 's

the  b lock  jus t  be low Hote l  D jeu .  There 's  an  apar tment  house,  and now

there 's  a  park ing  lo t ;  bu t  there  was a  house there  up  un t i l  about  two

weeks ago, and that was our home. I t  was bui l t  by Mr.  Pew, who vlas a

shoe merchant here many, many years ago. El izabeth and Anne and I  were

a l l  born  there .  And then there  were  jus t  too  many peop le  fo r  the  house,

so  Papa bought  a  house a t  the  corner  o f  Mesa and Montana,  where  the  C i rc le

K gaso l ine  s ta t ion  { - i s ] ,  r igh t  across  f rom the  Hervey  House.  And we

1904.  We l i ved  there  un t i l  1921,  when we moved ou t  to  l617 Ar izona

St ree t ,  where  my  s is te rs  s t i l l  l i ve .  My  mother  l i ved  in  th ree  houses .

She ren ted  one on  Stan ton  St ree t  as  a  b r ide  and she d ied  in  the  one on

Ar izona,  and she never  I i ved ' in  bu t  one house jn  be tween.  But  s ince  we

were  mar r ied ,  /Howard  and 17  have a ' lways  I  i ved  up  in  Sunset  He igh ts ,

because j t  was  so  c lose  to  the  Co l lege,  you  see.

Ha l f  a  m ' i le  to  the  Co l lege,  ha l f  a  m ' i le  to  downtown.

D id  you wa lk  over  there?  How d id  you ge t  over  to  the  Co l lege?

I  wa lked over  there  a  lo t  o f  t imes.  When I  f i r s t  came /ou t  to7  th is

coun t ry ,  I  d jdn r t  have  an  au tomob j le .  Peop ie  d idnr t  have  au tomob i les

l i ke  they  do  now--you known they 've  go t  them coming ou t  o f  the i r  ears .

And  I  l i ved  i n  a j o in t  down on West  Missour j  S t ree tn  wh ich  was

cer ta ' in ly  
' loaded 

w i th  ques t ionab le  charac ters  o f  one k jnd  and another . .  "

But you were recommended by the Masonjc Lodge to l ' ive there.

Yeah. I  was a Mason and I  went down to the Masonic Lodge. What was /The

name of7 the ol d guy who worked down there? Vogel .

Yes .

HQ:

T .
t .
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HQ: t  used to  wa' l  k  down to Mesa and catch the s t reetcar  up as far

Women ' s  bu i l d i ng ,  and  t ha t  was  t he  end  o f  i t .

MQ: The lr lomen ' s Cl ub.

HQ:  Yeah .  Then  the re  was  a  so r t  o f  a  cowpa th  ove r  t he  h i l l s  f rom

as the

there to

MQ:

HQ:

MQ:

the  Co l  1  ege.

And you had to  wa lk  ' i t .

I  was here three or four years befone I  had an automobi le.

There  were  some s tudents  tha t  d id  d r jve .  Now,  Howard  was a t  the  Co l lege

a year before I  was.

1924 ,  i s  tha t  r i gh t?

Yes .

And then you came i  n '25?

Yes. When we ret j red,  they gave us a plaque for 8l  years Tiof  service to

the  Un ' i vers i t f .  The one year  was mine  and the  B0 years  was Howard 's .

(Laughter )  But  there  were  peop le  who drove to  the  Co l leqe a l l  r iqh t .  Bu t

there's an arroyo that there's a br idge over and a road now. But the

arroyo was iust  wide open f tne[1,  and i f  you were real  dar ing,  you went

r igh t  th rough ' i t .  Bu t  mos t  peop le  in  the  facu l t y  weren ' t  tha t  da r ing  and

nobody who owned a car was that dar ing.  I t  was when you had your father 's

T :

MQ:

T :

MQ:

car  ou t ,  don ' t  you  see,  tha t  you  went  th rough tha t  t rough.  (Laughter )

HQ:  No they ' re  a l l  ho l le r ing  ou t  there  because they  have to  wa lk  ten  fee t .

| ^ le  ' ve  ru ined a  who le  genera t ion l

Who d id?

Mary; me; peopl e I ' i  ke us .

You may have ru ined them;  I  l j ked  them.

A l l  the  peop le  tha t  vo ted  fo r  Rooseve l t  f i r s t  in  1932,  tha t ' s  when the

count ry  s ta r ted  go ing  to  the  dev i l .

T :

HQ:

MQ:

HQ:
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MQ:  I  don ' t  th ink  he  wants  a  po l i t i ca l  speech .  (Laugh te r )

T :  We11,  tha t ' s  jus t  added .

MQ:  That 's  f ree .  (Laughter )

HQ: Speedy and I  were the only two that had good sense out there.  We were

both  good Repub l icans .

MQ: Now, I  never went to the Col lege /E-s a studenV. My s ' is ters,  Anne and

Char lee ,  bo th  went .  Anne was there  in  '21  and '22 ,  I  guess ,  and then

she went down to the Universi  ty Ff  TexaV. Char lee must have been

there  in '22 .  You 'd  have  to  look  those  th ings  up ,  o r  they  cou ld  te l l

you. But they were students out there in the days when j t  was a i ib-

snor t ing  schoo l ,  a  m in ing  schoo l .  There  were  l0  g i r l s .  When I  wen t  to

teach ou t  there ,  there  were  78  s tudents ,  weren ' t  there?  Someth ing  l i ke

tha t .  We had about  th ree  g i r l s  tha t  came on Saturday  tha t  taught ,  and

one o f  those was Stan ley  Bev in .  And i f  she  ever  ge ts  back  here  in  town

when you are  s t i l l  do ' ing  th is  p rogram,  / -she 'd  be  good to  in te rv iewT,  she 's

someth ing .  She  mar r ied  Jus t in  Fos te r .  There 's  a  who le  fami l y  o f  Bev ins

here,  you know.

T:  Is  he  the  pro fesson on  campus?

MQ:  No re la t ion  a t  a l l .  Th is  Bev in  here  works  fo r  the  Gas Company,  and I  th ink

they 've  had two g i r l s  g raduate  down a t  the  Co11ege,  two daughters .

But I remember /5tan1ey7 was one that /u-sed to come on SaturdaysT, and

think Martha Pearcy was one. I  don' t  remember the other one that came

Saturdays .  Then we had about  seven or  e jgh t  g i r l s  tha t  were  regu la r

s tuden ts .  Someof them were  very  popu la r ,  and  some o f  them. . .we l1 ,  you

know how i t  wou ld  be .

HQ:  Mary  became' invo lved jn  a  cont roversy  recent ly  about  tha t ,  because they

hadn ' t  taugh t  any th ing  bu t  ius t  m jn ing  ou t  the re  up  un t i l  I  don ' t  know

I

on
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when.  t , r le  had an  o ld  fe l la  tha t  was  10  t imes as  d ign i f ied  as  tha t  who le

parce l  o f  p ro fessors .  I f  you  took  the  good qua l i t ies  o f  a l l  o f  them

and ground them up and made one person,6" 'd  be /  o ld  Pro fessor  Drake,

and  he  taugh t  Eng l i sh .

MQ: Emmett  Addjs Drake.

T :  I ' ve  heard  o f  h im.

HQ:  He looked l i ke  an  o ld - fash ioned Eng ' l i sh  gent leman,  and he  had the  manners

to  go  w j th  i t .

MQ:  But  he  a lso  had a  hear t  o f  go1d.  I  a lways  th ink  about theyear  tha t  he

taught  Economjcs .  He taught  Eng ' l " i sh  and Economics .  You see,  the  schoo l

was l i t t le  and we knew everybody 's  bus iness .  They  d idn ' t  have any  prob le l rs

then;  they  d idn ' t  have any  c ' i v i1  r igh ts .  (Laughter )  I  remember  th js  boy

was due to  g raduate  and he  d idn ' t  have any  money.  None o f  our  s tudents

had any  money jn  those days .  He came to  me and he  sa id ,  " I  ius t  don ' t

know what  to  do ,  Mrs .  Qu inn . "  I  guess  I  was  Mrs .  Qu inn  by  then.  (Maybe

I  was s t i l l  M iss  Ke l ly ,  because I  taught  down there  be fore  we were  mar r ied . )

He  sa id ,  " I  j us t  don ' t  know what  to  do .  I  th ink  I rm go ing  to  f l unk  Economics .

I ' ve  bought  by  commencement ' inv i ta t ions ,  and I  need the  presents  peop le

wi l l  send me. "  And he  sa id ,  "My mother  w j l l  be  so  embar rassed i f  I  don ' t

g raduate .  What  sha l  I  I  do?  I  s imp ly  cannot  send those inv i ta t ions  ou t

un less  I 'm  sure  tha t  I 'm  go ing  to  g radua te . "  And  I  sa jd ,  " l l l e l l ,  wha t ' s

ho ld ' i ng  you  up?"  We l l ,  i t  was  Economics .  I  sa jd ,  " l , ' l e l l ,  I  don ' t  know"

I ' l l  go  see what  I  can  do .  "  I  sen t  in  to  /seg-7  Ur .  Drake and I  sa id ,

"Mr .  Drake,  th is  boy  needs to  pass  Economics  and he  doesn ' t  th ink  he 's

going to.  He has everything else ready for commencement,  and he has his

inv i ta t ions '  and he  needs the  presents .  You know he does l  Bes ides  tha t ,

he 'd  be  so  embar rassed.  What  a re  h is  chances  o f  pass ing?"  And o f  course ,
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T:

HQ:

the  schoo l  was  l i t t le  and the  c lasses  were  l i t t le ,  and Mr .  Drake and I

were  f r iends .  And Mr .  Drake sa id ,  " I ' I I  te1 ' l  you  Mary .  You go  ge t  those

jnv ' i ta t ions  and  take  them in to  your  o f f i ce ,  and  h is  l i s t ,  and  you  address

them.  And send h im in  here  to  take  h js  f jna l . "  Now,  tha t  i s  what  I

cons jder  be ing  an  educated  gent leman.  The amount  o f  Economics  you learn

or  don ' t  learn  your  las t  month  o f  schoo l  i sn ' t  go ' ing  to  make a  d i f fe rence,

because i t  i sn ' t  go ing  to  change the  scheme anyway.  But  i t  was  tha t  k jnd

of  a  re la t ionsh ' ip  be tween s tudents  and facu l ty ,  and a lso  be tween facu l ty

members ,  because I  cou ld  go  to  h im.  That  was the  par t  I  loved so .

Wel l ,  j t  was  par t l y  because  the  schoo l  was  sma l l  and  new,  wasn ' t ' i t ?

I t  was that way al l  over the country.  I  went to the Un' iversi ty of

f ' l innesota and j t  was the same way. The profs knew you and you knew

them.

You weren ' t  jus t  numbers  or  sea ts ,  don ' t  you  know.  0 f  course ,  they

a lso  chaperoned you a  lo land one th ing  and another  o f  tha t  k ind .

I  don ' t  th ' i nk  tha t ' s  too  bad  an  idea ,  to  te l l  you  the  t ru th .

You mean chaperon ing  the  facu l ty?

MQ:

MQ:

HQ:

MQ:

Don ' t  be  so  o ld - fash ioned l

No ,  I  th ink  the re 's  ano ther

h i  s to ry  o f  the  co ' l1ege,  and

ofl hert

No .

person /That should be ment ioned jn7 any

tha t  i s  Mrs .  t l l .  H .  Seamon.  Have you /heard

A l l  r i gh t , ' l e t  me  t e l l  you  abou t  he r ,  t hen ,  i f  I  may .  t ^1 .  H .  Seamon  was

head  o f  t he  Geo logy  Depar tmen t .  You ' ve  found  tha t ,  I 'm  su re .  Mrs .  l ^1 .

H .  Seamon  was  a  Campbe l l  f r om V i rg in ia .

They t raced her  l jne down f rom George Washington and Martha Washington.

Yes ,  and  I  t h ink  i t  wen t  back  to  Wj l l i am the  Conquero r ,  and  then  came to
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th is  count ry .  She was,  I  th ink ,  the  most  per fec t  lady  I  have ever  known,

in a sweet,  gent ' le way. Her father was kj l led dur ing the l^ lar  Between

the States when she was about three years o1d. I  remember she told me

one t ime that she just  remembered the sadness of  the t jme. Anyhown she

marr ied l . l .  H.  Seamon. He was a graduate of  where,  Howard?

HQ:  I  suppose he  was a  graduate  o f  someplace in  V j rg in ia .

MQ:  Probab ly i t  was  VMI .  Anyhown they  came out  to  th is  count ry  when i t  was

rea ' l1y  w i ld .  He had taught  a t  Ro l lo  and then he  went  to  work  in  a l l  those

mi nes .

HQ:  He to ld  me tha t  he  car r ied  more  l i fe  jnsurance than anybody west  o f  the

Mjss jss ipp i  a t  tha t  t ime .  Tha t  was  down in  tha t  t r i - s ta te  d js t r i c t ,  you

know. The peop' le who had founded El  Paso Nat ional  Bank came out here

min ing  f rom tha t  par t  o f  the  count ry .

He went  on  the  go ld  rush .

Yeah i

MQ:  I  don ' t  th ink  he  found  any  go1d .

T :  Was th is  Seamon h imse l f?

MQ:  Yeah,  t ^ I .  H .

T :  The geo log is t  tha t  was  here?

MQ:  Yes .

HQ:  The  meta l lu rgy  bu i ld jng ,  Seamon Ha] l ,  i s  named fo r  h im.

MQ:  He went  on  the  go ld  rush ,  and when he  came here  to  teach,  when he  go t

a round  to  the  f ind jng  o f  go ld  in  A laska ,  he  came to  c lass  in  the  c lo thes

he had worn in the gold rush. Howard says they had not been cleaned jn

between i

He spoke to women's c lubs /Tn theqJi  They were so greasy and dir ty,  theyrd

s tand s t ra igh t  upn you knowl  And he  a lways  car r ied  around these su l fu r

t0

MQ:

HQ:
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matches .  I  don ' t  know where  he  go t  them.  They  came in  b locks ,  square

b locks .  You 'd  b reak  one o f  them o f f  and I  don ' t  remember  how he 'd  l jgh t

them. He had to have those. They were awful  !  I  never heard of  them

before .  They  d idn ' t  have any  matches  l i ke  tha t  jn  Minnesota .

T :  Th ' i s ' i s  a  ques t ' ion  I  wanted  to  ask .  What  seems to  come out  j s  tha t  so

many of  the ear ly professors that  came here,  including you two, were

wel l -educated  and rea l l y  had f jne  backgrounds.  What  was j t  about  our

l i t t le  min ' ing  schoo l  ou t  here  tha t  a t t rac ted  you?

HQ:  Jobs  were  scarce ,  s js te r l  When I  came back  w i th  a  Ph.D.  f rom Harvard ,

you know what they gave me? A cut of  33 1/3 per cent f rom my salary.

T :  Here?

HQ:  Here j  I  went  th rough a l l  o f  Jack  Ber ry 's  cor respondence,  burned i t  and

des t royed ' i t ,  and  he  had  a  te leg ram f rom one  o f  the  geo1og is ts . . .

MQ:  There  were  th ings  tha t  shou ld  have been des t royed,  Mi ld red .  Don ' t  ge t

upset.  (Laughter)  They were the pr ivate papers that

Howard.

brought to

Yeah.  l ^ le 've  go t  enough f loozy  and k i l le r  s tu f f  tha t ' s  o f f -co lo r  and

' innacura te  in  a l l  the  books  those au thors  have pub l jshed ou t  there .

That 's  another  th ing .  I 'd  abo l i sh  every  un ivers i ty  p ress  in  the  count ry

' i f  I  had my way, because they're noth ' ing but vani ty presses. Nobody

wou ld  pub l i sh  mos t  o f  the  iunk  tha t ' s  pub f i shed  by  un ive rs ' i t y  p resses .

l l l e l l ,  do  you th jnk  they ' re  innacura te?

They ' re  p idd l ing .  You cou ldn ' t  se l ' l  enough o f  the  books  to  pay  fo r  the

typ ing  o f  the  manuscr ip t .

0 f  course ,  the  th ing  tha t  many o f  us  fee l  i s  tha t  the  ou t lander  comes in

and is  s imp ly  fasc ina ted  w j th  the  " ' lady  o f  joy . "  lde11,  the  lady  o f  joy

Was everywheren and they forget peop' le l ike Mrs.  Seamon, Who I  was going

il



QUI NN 12

to te l l  you about.  l , ' l .  H" qame down here,  and Mrs.  Seamon, wi th the

background o f  a l  I  the  V i rg in ia  gent i l  i t y  tha t  cou ld  poss ib ly  be ,  came

lw i tn  h ig , /  and she camped a l l  over  Mex ico  and a l l  sor ts  o f  p laces .  They

came down in a f re ight car because they wanted to br ing the stock wj th

them when they went to Rol lo.  When she came here,  he was a fu l l  professor

and head of  the department.  We had no recreat ion rooms or anything of

tha t  k ' ind  up  there ,  /_ toJ  Mrs .  Seamon opened her  home every  Sunday n igh t

to  every  s tudent  o f  the  co l lege and h is  g i r l  o r  her  da te ,  and she had a

buffet  for  us.  And you fe1t perfect ly f ree.  As Mickey McGee Goodw' in

sa id ,  " I f  you  d jdn ' t  ge t  taken  to  Mrs .  Seamon 's  on  Sunday  n igh t ,  Vou

weren ' t  anybody. "  But  fo r  years  she had tha t  Sunday n igh t  open house,

and she asked a l l  the  s tudents ;  and she was per fec t l y  charming to  them.

She taught  a  lo t  o f  us  the  f i rs t  manners  tha t  some o f  us  had ever  been

exposed to,  I  th ink.  She was just  perfect ly adorable to everybody. l^ le

had  no  med jca l  fac i l j t i es  a t  the  co1 ' lege  then  a t  a l l .  You  have  no  idea

of the bare bones of  the co11ege. Do you remember when Dr" Dale got

s ick?  Wel l ,  Dr .  Da le  was  one  o f  the  s tuden ts ,  and ,  I  guess  he  had  the  f lu

or  someth ing ;  and she took  h im to  her  house and he  s tayed there ,  and she

nursed  h im t i l l  he  was  we l l .  I  th ink  Mrs .  Seamon i s  so  much  a  par t  o f

any  o f  the  o ld  h is to ry  o f  th is  schoo l .

Wel l ,  when we went  to  the  luncheon tha t  the  ex-s tudents  had las t

year ,  they  a l1  go t  up  and to ld  about  Cap.  Cap was co lo r fu l  and marve lousn

and I  was very fond of  h im. And the fact  that  he always spoke of  what

I  taught  as  "Mary 's  fancy  Work"  I  never  he ld  aga ' ins t  h im.  But  they  to ld

abou t  j t ,  and  f jna l l y  I  cou ldn ' t  s tand  i t  any  longer .  Everybody  e lse

had ta lked ,  so  I  s imp ly  go t  up  and sa ' id ,  "Don ' t  you  remember  Mrs .  Seamon?"

And there  wasn ' t  a  man or  a  woman there  who d idnr t  a lmost  c ry .  She had
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meant  tha t  much to  a l l  o f  us  because,  you see,  tha t  was  an  o ld ,  o ld

c rowd.  Tha t ' s  when  Mickey  sa id ,  "Yes ,  i f  you  d idn ' t  ge t  to  Mrs .

Seamon 's ryou werenr t  anybody.  "

When you ment ioned Cap,  i s  tha t  Cap K idd?

0h ,  yes .  Now,  we  never  ca l led  h im Cap.

I  wonder where he got that  name.

H is  in i t i a l s  were  C .  A .

But 7| lWs. Seamori l  was so much a part  of  the col lege. And Seamon Hal l  is

named for t,. l . H. Seamon.

S: Wel l ,  th is is a t r ibute in i tsel f  ,  having the El-otus.beet ded jcated to her.

MQ:  I  th j ,nk  so  too ;  don ' t  you  th ink  i t  was? The F ' lowchppt  was ded ica ted  to

her .  But ,  as  I  say ,  I  donf t  th ink  any  h is to ry  o f  the  co l lege shou ld  ever

be wr i t ten  w i thout  inc lud ing  Mrs .  Seamon.  There  was no  c1ub,  no  no th ing .

Do you  know wh ich  house  i s  Dr .  Knapp 's?

l3

l .

MQ:

T :

HQ:

MQ:

T:  Yes .

MQ: l. le1 1, lthe

HQ:  I t ' s  poured

tha t .

Seamong/ bui l t  that  house

and adobe.  And

they 'd  be  c loser  to  the  co l lege .

bu i l t  nu t t y  th ings  a l ' l  over  l ' i ke

so

he

T: Was this Seamon h' imsel  f  ?

MQ:  Yes ,  W.  H .

HQ:  A t  one  t ime he  was  V i l l a ' s  ch je f  geo ' log is t  and  eng ineer  in  l4ex ico  when

Vi l la  was in  charge o f  Nor thern  Mex ico .

PAUSE

Vj l l a  had  to  have  a  l j t t l e  money  to  keep  on  pay ing  fo r  ammun i t i on .

And  o f  cou rse ,  t hey  d ' i d  make  co ins  ou t  o f  t he  copper  w i res  j n  Ch ihuahua .
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But they also had this other brought in.  Howard said that  there were two

Seamon boys .  Reeves  was k i l led  in  the  F i rs t  Wor ld  War .  And Henry  wro te

to  h is  mother  and  sa id ,  " l 'm  a l1  r igh t ,  bu t  I 'm  wor r ied  abou t  Reeves .

H is  ou t f j t  has  gone ahead. "  They  weren ' t  jn  the  same out f i t .  And Reeves

was k ' i l led.  But Henry went back to Mexico,  and to hear ta les about l t lexico

dur ing  the  Revo lu t ion  jus t  makes your  ha j r  s tand on  end:  l , l l .  H .  had worked

for Vi l la,  /  so-/  they were marked people.  1 'hey had been min' ing men in

Mex ico .  That  was be fore  I  came here  to  teach- -about  l910  or  19 , | . | .

HQ: Jobs were so scarce. Tel l  them about old Doc Rodney.

MQ: Doc Rodney graduated from Northwestern and he went down to Charcas.

HQ:  Because he  cou ldnr t  f  ind  a  p ' lace  in  th is  count ry .  That  was  Rush l led ica l  .

That  was  one o f  the  bes t  med ica l  schoo ls  in  th is  count ry .

MQ:  Tha t  was  in  the  {90s ,  wasn( t  j t ?

HQ:  Yeah .

MQ:  He was there  dur ing  the  Revo lu t jon .  They  kept  d r iv ing  peop le  ou t ,  Jou

know, and they stayed, those that could,  to take care of  the property,

because they fel t  so responsible for i t .  l^Jel l ,  Henry Seamon stayed and

s tayed,  and f ina l l y  there  was no  chance o f  keep ing  the  m' ine  open.  The

people that  owned i t  kept urging Henry to come out.  So he took a T-Model

Ford and started for the border,  cross-country;  any roads he could get.

He go t  as  fa r  as  Ch ihuahua.  By  tha t  t ime,  Ch ihuahua was he ld  by  the  o ther

c rowd.  He had to  ge t  gas  or  he  cou ldn ' t  go  on .  And to  ge t  gas ,  he  had

to get a penmit  f rom the commandant.  He went down to wherever the com-

mandant  was and asked fo r  a  permi t  fo r  gasof ine .  The man looked a t  h im

and sa id ,  "Seamon. "  And  he  sa idn  "Yes . "  And  there  wasn ' t  any th ing  e1se .

The commandant gave him a perm' i t  to buy gas. Henry went r jght  down to

the  gas  s ta t ion ,  and ins tead o f  hav ing  h is  car  f i l l ed ,  he  bought  a  d rurn

14
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of  gas  and had i t  pu t  on  the  back  seat  and ' l i t  ou t  fo r  the  border .  The

phonerangwh i le  he  was  s tand ing  there ,  bu t  he  pa id  fo r  h i s  gas  and  le f t .

Af terwards, some years later,  he met a man in El  Paso; the man was intro-

duced to  h im.  They  sa id ,  ' rTh is  i s  Henry  Seamon. "  And the  man looked a t

h im and sa  jd ,  "Not  Seamon h i  jo . "  And Henry  sa id ,  "Yes .  r r  r r I  thought  you

were  dead l "  And  Henry  sa jd ,  "No ,  I 'm  no t . "  He  was  work ing  back ' in  l ' l ex ico

aga in ,  then.  l i f re  manT sa jd ,  " I  was  jn  the  commandant 's  o f f j ce  when you

came in  to  ge t  the  permi t  fo r  gas .  He gave i f  to  you,  he  s igned i t ;  I

saw you dr ive  o f f  and he  tu rned and phoned the  gas  s ta t ion  and sa jd ,

"seamon h i io - -shoot  h jm on s igh t . "  And tha t  was  the  te lephone ca l l

lTfrat  Henry had hear{ .  Henry didn' t  wai t  to have /6is car l  f j l led.

He  bough t  a  d rum and  l i t  ou t ,  and  i t  saved  h is  l i f e .  He  was  fu l l  o f

s to r ies  o f  tha t  k ind ;  you  jus t  loved j t .  And Mrs .  Seamon l i ved  th rough

a l l  tha t  w i th  her  sons  do ing  tha t  so r t  o f  th ing ,  and  then  be ing  n ice  to

a l l  the  res t  o f  us .

I  want  to  ask  Howard  a  ques t ion .  You were  ra ' i sed  in  Minnesota .  What

was your  f i rs t  impress ion  o f  th is  count ry?

i  thought ' i t  was  the  most  God- fo rsaken l i t t le  p ' lace  on  the  face  o f  the

ear th :  I 'd  worked jn  the  mjnes  and tha t  was  jus t  p la ' ino  damn,  m ' iserab le

hard  work ,  as  a  laborer ;  jus t  as  a  miner .  I  d idn ' t  want  any  more  o f

tha t .  And th is  job  opened rp ,  so  I  came down here  fo r  a  year  o r  so ,  I

thought .

l l l e11 ,  you  taugh t  a  year  a t  the  Un ive rs i t y  o f  I l l i no is .

Yeah ,  tha t ' s  r igh t .  I t  took  abou t  a  year ,  though ,  and  I  rea l i zed  th is

was rea l l y  qu i te  a  p re t ty  good p lace  fo r  geo logy  because you d idn ' t  have

anyth ing  to  h ' ide  the  bedrock  s t ruc tu res .

So i t was ' i nteres ti ng i n a prof ess i onal way.
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H Q :

T:

MQ:

HQ:

Yeah.

l^ las there a school  of  geology here at  that  t ime?

I t  was  the  Schoo l  o f  M ines .

Then eventua l l y  we gave a  major  in  Geo logy ,  Min ing ,  and l4e ta l lungy ;  those

were  the  th ree .  You  cou ld  ge t  ma jo rs ' i n  thos  par t i cu la r  f i e lds  w i th  an

Eng ineer  o f  l4 ines  degree.  You see,  tha t ' s  the  k ind  o f  degree I  go t  f rom

the Un ivers i ty  o f  M innesota- -an  Eng ineer  o f  M ines  degreee w i th  a  Geo ' logy

major.  I  th ink probably they used to ht ive those degrees al l  over the

coun t ry .  vou 'd  qe f  a  bas jc  t ra in ing  in  EngT ish-Math ,  and  th ings  I i k -

tha t ,  and then you spec ia l i zed  in  e i ther  l t le ta l lu rgy  or  s t ra igh t  Min ing ,

or in  Geo logy .  But  you were  an  eng ineer .

Yours  was economic  geo logy .

When you came to the school  here,  d id you

Department?

0h,  no .  t ^ j .  H .  Seamon was head.

Were there just  the two of  you?

come as head of  the Geology

Yes .

He came as  an  ad junc t  p ro fessor .  There  is  no  such an imal  anymore .

I  guess  ' i t  was  fo r  fou r  years ,  and  o ld  Pro f  Seamon d jed ' in  h is  s leep  one

n igh t .  i  became head o f  the  depar tment  un t ' i l  the  t ime (pardon my Engf  i sh)

this bastard Gray showed up. I  was 69 before he got enough nerve to move

me out l

Yes, Howard, but Dn. Mac vras perfect ly charming.

0h ,  yes ;  I 'm no t  say ing  tha t "  I t ' s  tha t  o ther  t ramp we got .  I  was  a lways

surpr ised when I  found him wearing shoesl  But he was a boyfr iend of  the

r igh t  peop le  a t  the  Un ivers i ty .  He roomed w i th  the  r igh t  peop le .

MQ:

T :

HQ:

T :

HQ:

Ir4Q:

HQ:

MQ:

HQ:
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S:  Dr .  Qu inn ,  what  can you te l l  us  about  your  fami ly ,  about  your  background,

before you came over here?

HQ:  I  g rew up in  Minnesota ;  tha t  was  c iv i l i zed  count ry .  In  those days  i t

wasn ' t  l i ke  th i s  w i ld  wes te rn  p lace .  l l j e  d jdn ' t  have  a l l  the  f l ooz ies ,

a l l  the  gunmen,  and  th ings  o f  tha t  k ind .  J im H i l l  was  bu i ld ing  the  g rea t

nor thern  ra i l road across  the  countny  a t  tha t  t ime.  The Crosbys  were  bu i ld -

ing ,  and the  P i l l sburys ,  and T .  B .  | ^ la lker .  l ^Je  had museums and a  b ig  un i -

17

MQ:

HQ:

T .
t .

HQ:

vers i ty  in  Minneapo l  i s ,

And  a  homid  c l imate .

And  a lmos t  a  m i l l i on  peop le - -3500  a t  the  Un ive rs i t y .

Is  tha t  a l l  there  were?

Yeah i  They  werenr t  tu rn ing  them out  l j ke  a  s tamping  mach ine ,  where  you

jus t  s tamp s tudents  ou t  the  way they  tn in t  penn ies  ou t .

Did you have to work your way through schoo' l?

Wel l ,  no t  exac t ly .  The fo lks  were  jn  the  ho te l  bus iness .  t , . le  ran  a  s ize-

ab le  count ry  ho te l - -62  rooms.  That ' s  b igger  than the  St .  Reg is  downtown,

by  fa r ,  and be t te r  look ing  than the  St .  Reg is .  Dad and l ' l o ther  f ina l l y

re t ' i red  and so ld  ou t .  The who le  pa t te rn  o f  the  ho te l  bus iness  in  smal l

towns changed a f te r  the  F i rs t  tdorJd  l ' , l a randroads  began to  show up.  Pr jo r

to  tha t  t ime,  we had nobody bu t  t rave l l ing  men.

T :

HQ:

T:  What  c i ty  was  th is?

HQ:  Me l rose .  I t ' s  seven  mi les  f rom Center.  You ought to know about

Center ,  because tha t ' s  one o f  the  few towns tha t ' s  p roduced a

Nobe l  Pr ize  w inner  in  L i te ra tu re ;  ma in ly  on  moonsh ine  ro tgu t  tha t  was  so ld

ou t  nor th  o f  Me l rose .  S inc la i r ' d  come up  there ,  You  know,  and  he 'd  be

t igh t  a1 ' l  summer  and co l lec t  s tu f f  to  wr i te  these books  o f  h ' i s .

When d ' id  you meet  Mrs .  Qu inn?
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HQ:  I  guess  in  '25 ,  when she came out  to  teach.

MQ:  No,  I  met  you the  spr ing  be fore .

S: Maybe she was a factor in making you stay here,  too?

HQ:  No .  There  jus t  werenr t  any  iobs  in  those  days .  I t ' s  i us t  l i ke  i t  i s

now wi th  schoo l  teachers .  They ' re  a  d ime a  dozen.  You might  as  we l l

jus t  g r ind  them up and make hamburger  ou t  o f  them,  l i ke  they  d id  w i th

babies in Mexico Ci ty when we f i rst  went down there.  They used to te l l

us  no t  to  ea t  tamales  because they  ground up  these l i t t le  ch i ld ren  and

put  them in  there .

T :  Howard  has  a  g rea t  imag ina t ion .

MQ:  I  th ink  he  does ,  too .  I  a lways  heard  they  were  dogs .  (Laughter )

HQ:  We spent  a  who le  summer  down there  in  '28  on  our  honeymoon '  and you 'd

see these I  j t t le  k ' ids ,  who le  c rowds o f  them,  hudd led  in  a  doorway.

The j r  famj l ies  had d isappeared comple te ly .

MQ:  That  was a  comple te  reve la t ion  to  Howard .  I  had l i ved  here  on  the  border

dur ing  the  Revo lu t jon ,  don ' t  you  see? I t  was  the  summer  tha t  0breg6n was

assass ina ted .  In  our  na ive  M inneso ta , ' i n  our  na ive  Texas ,  we  cou ldn ' t

be l ieve  tha t  you  cou ld  assass ina te  a  p res jdent -e lec t  and no t  have a  revo-

lu t ion ,  because we 'd  a lways  had a  revo lu t jon  be fore  when any th ing  l i ke

tha t  happened.  I t  was  qu i te  a  summer .  There  were  50  fo re jgners  in  Mex ico

Ci ty  tha t  year .

The  t own  had  ha l f  a  m i l l j on  peop le .  Now  i t ' s  go t  n j ne  m j l l i on .  When  we

came out  they had a car  ahead of  the engine and then an armored car in

the back of  the eng ' ine;  and then they had t roops on top of  the coaches.

Tha t  was  the  t ' ime  o f  t he  Escobar  revo lu t i on  i n  
. | 928 .

I  s t i l l  / FememUef  l ook ing  ou t .  I t  was  a  moon l j t  n i qh t .  and  when  we  l e f t

Mex ' ico Ci ty  they manched these t roops in .  They had sarapes on and po ' in ted

l 8
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hats .  They  pu t  those men on top  o f  the  coaches.  A l l  n igh t  long  I 'd  look

at the moon and 1r.g/  the shadow of them as the train moved along. And,

o f  course ,  the  t ra in  d ' i dn ' t  qo  any  fas te r  than  l5  o r  20  m i les  an  hour ,

because  i t  cou ldn ' t .  And  i t ' s  t rue ,  the re  was  someth ing  you  had  to  b low

up tw' ice before you got to them, but then they could have been machine-

gunned r igh t  s t ra igh t  o f f .  And when we got  to  Zacatecas ,  they  go t  o f f ,

because from Zacatecas north i t  was under control .  They turned back

around and went on the next one. But as far  as I  know, they were never

shot  o f f  f rom there .  But  i t  was  a l l  new to  us .

HQ: I  was the poor guy that had come from Minnesota and had never heard of

revo l  u t ' ions .

T :  Th ' i s  was  an  escor t  o f  fo re igners  ou t  o f  the  count ry?

I r ' lQ :  No,  an  escor t  o f  the  t ra in .  Any  t ra in ,  no t  fo re igners .

T:  Djd that  encourage a' |1 the Americans to leave?

MQ: The Americans that were encouraged to leave had al1 gone years before.

T:  l^ lhat  were you folks doing down there?

MQ:  I  was  go ing  to  summer  schoo l .

HQ:  Yeah.  [ t1ary 's  c razy  about  Mex jco .  A  peso was wor th  50  cents  in  those

days .

MQ: Yes. I t  was an opportuni ty to go to summer school ,  and so we went down.

The th ing  is ,  I  had grown up here  th rough the  Revo lu t ion ,  don ' t  you  see,

and  I ' d  seen  a l l  o f  th i s ;  and  i t  qu ie ted  down,  so  i t  wasn ' t  bo ther ing

me.  And I  v is i ted  Ch ihuahua a f te r  the  Revo lu t ion .  So to  me,  to  have

thjs man come through the train and want to know i f  you were carry ing

go ld  (because you had to  car ry  a  cer ta jn  amount  o f  go ld ) ,  and then to  have

h im say  tha t  i f  there  was any  shoot ing  to  l ie  down c ross-w ' ise  on  the

t ra in  Tbecause l  you ' re  sa fer ,  /That  wasn ' t  news to  tg / .  Then they 'd

l9
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HQ:

pu l1  down  a l l  t he  uppers  and  l ook  fo r  guns  (and  the re  weren ' t  any  guns ) .

I  had been down there under  those c i rcumstances and i t  d idn ' t  bother  me

a  b i t .  I  f o rgo t  t ha t  Howard  was  an  ou t l ander l

So  i t  r ea l ' l y  was  qu i t e  exc i t i ng .

0h ,  boy ,  was  i t l  And  you  know,  we  pa id  the  ho te l  b i l l  eve ry  week  w j th

s j l ve r  pesos .  I  cou ld  go  down  to  the  bank  and  ge t  a  sack  o f  t hose  th ings ,

and  a  mozo  wou ld  ca r t  t hem back  to  the  ho te l .  The re  weren ' t  any  t rave le r ' s

cheques or  Amer ican Express  or  any th ing  l i ke  tha t  in  those days .

MQ: And the co' ins were worth 50 cents.

HQ:  And they  had tha t  much s i l ver  in  them,  too .

T: l , r lh i le l ' lary was going to col lege, what did you do that summer?

HQ:  0h ,  I  pudd led  a round .

MQ:  I  d ' idn ' t  go  to  co l  l  ege  very  hard .

HQ:  I t  ra ined  every  a f te rnoon .  Mex ico 's  n ice .  We had  a  su i te .  An  Eng l i sh

coup le  tha t  rea l l y  looked mid-V jc to r ian  ran  the  ho te l .  And we had a

s i t t ing  room,  we had an  en t ry  ha11,  and we had two bedrooms.

MQ: And a ba] cony.

T :  How much d id  i t  cos t?

HQ:  I t  d jdn ' t  cos t  much.  I  don ' t  remember  what  i t  cos t .  t l Je

Alameda, but there was a place that sold cemetery f lowers

0h,  yes .  I t  was  the  f lower  marke t  tha t  se l l s  wreaths  and

ki  nd .

were by the

next door.

th ings  o f  tha t

Wasn ' t  t ha t  t he  summer  tha t  Char les  L indberg  f l ew  down?

No,  tha t  was  the  summer  tha t  young  Car ranza  was  k i l l ed .  He  was  the i r

L ' i  nd berg.

He was the outs tanding f l ier  o f  Mexico.  I  can s t ' i l1  remember those enor-

mous wreaths they had d isp layed down there.
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MQ: Out  jn  f ron t  o f  a ' l l  the  shops  they  had the  wreaths ,  and on  them sa id ,

"From So-and so . "  I t  was  ius t  very  in te res t ing .  H is  funera l  was  ius t

so  much more  mov ing  than 0breg6n 's ,  wh ich  had been the  week be fore .

l , , lere there any graduates of  both of  yours who were wel l -known, that

you cou ld  name or ind ica te?

When Speedy and I  ran that Geology Department,  we were in the top 15

schoo ls  jn  the  count ry ,  as  fa r  as  enro l lment  Was concerned.  You can go

back  and look  th rough them.  i  mean the  Un ivers i ty  o f  Ca l i fo rn ia  a t

Berke ley ,  S tan ford ,  Minnesota ,  and Harvard ;  the  f i rs t  
. |5 .  

And we go t

be tween l0  and  l5  m i l l i ona i res  tha t  we 've  tu rned  ou t ,  and  the  k ids  d idn ' t

have a penny when they showed up to go to school  here.  They made i t

af ter  they got out.

And they 've  been pres idents  o f  ou ts tand jng  compan jes  and th ings  o f  tha t

k ' i nd .

I  th ink  we had by  fa r  the  bes t  depar tment  in  the  co l1ege,  in  sp i te  o f

the fact  that  Tony Berkman had an outstanding department,  too.  0f

course ,  h is  was  a l l  P re -Med.

l , , le l l ,  I  th ' ink George McBride lwould be one of  our famous students7.

yes .  He 's  v ' i ce  p res ' iden t  o f  F reepor t  Su l fu r .  Johnny Ca in  j s  one o f  the

v ice  pres tdents  o f  Amer jcan Meta l .  F red  Stuar t  vvas  a  v ice  pres ident '

bu t  he 's  re t i red  now.  He 's  the  one tha t  moved to  Tucson f rom New York .

And what  was tha t  Smi th  tha t  was  ' in  the  Ph i l ipp ines?

0h ,  Char l j e  Smi th .  He  was  the  one  tha t  h id  the  go ' ld .  I t ' s  a  gorgeous

tale.  I ,Jho was he working for? Mosier?

No. What 's they guy's name? A German name. And we had brothers

Crosby .

0h ,  yes ,  the  Crosbys .

HQ:

HQ:
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HQ: One  o f  t hem i s  head  o f  t he  ou t f i t

gamb l ing  ha l1s  j n  t he  Bermudas  as

And he ' is  one of  your  graduates?

Why ,  su re  he  i s l

now. They own one of  those internat ' ional

a  subs ' id ia ry  o f  th is  min ing  company.

And what 's  h is  name?

Foster Crosby. There were two of  them. Foster was the younger one.

Car r ie  Crosby  was the  one who mar r ied  B i l l  Green.  The o ldes t  Crosby  was

before my t ime.

But th is Char l ie Smith worked for th is f i rm, and when the Japanese

came in and took i t ,  they burned the paper money. That was the reason

we had to  use  two-do l la r  b l l l s  coming back  and fo r th  across  the  border '

because there  weren ' t  many two-do l la r  b ' i l l s .  And they  knew,  then,  tha t

i t  wasn ' t  money tha t  had been s to len  fo rm our  c rowd in  the  South  Pac i f i c

and mov ing  in  th rough Mex ico .  But  there  was go ld  money,  and Char l ie  Smi th

was g iven the  money to  go  and bury  i t .  He took  j t  ou t  and bur ied  i t ,  then

went  to  jo in  the  guer i l l as  in  the  h i l l s .

Th' is was i  n the Ph' i l  i  ppi  nes ?

Yes.  0h ,  we had l0  o r  12  boys  over  there  when the  war  began.

And many of  them rode with the guer i l las.

Most  o f  them succeeded in  ge t t ing  ou t .

He s tayed w i th  them and f ina l l y  go t  ou t .  And then,  he  came back .  And

when i t  was  over  he  was to  go  f jnd  the  go1d.  I  thought  th js  was awfu l l y

smar t :  He had bur ied  i t  under  a  sugar  re f inery  and se t  the  re f inery  on

f i re .  And the  smel l  o f  the  mel ted  sugar  in to  the  ear th  marked /The spo! .

T :

HQ:

T :

MQ:

T :

HQ:

MQ:

HQ:

MQ:

How about  Lee Cherry  Smi th?

HQ:  He  p rac t i ca l l y  wound  up  as  the  ch ie f  geo log i s t  o f  a  l a rge  o i1  company .

He  was  r i gh t  nex t  t o  t he  toP .
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MQ:  And then there 's  Hugh McGaw;  o f  course  he  is  my 1ove.  I  th ink  he  is  the

funn ies t  man I  know.  He re t i red  as  a  fu l l  co lone l .  He has  been 0u t -

standing Ex. This was one of  the nicest  boys to ever have on campus:

Peewee Dewi t t .  He was as  b ig  as  tha t .  He was a  mus ic jan  and Howard

used to  take  h im on f ie ld  t r ips .  And he  sa jd  tha t  on  a  camping  t r ip ,

there  was nobody l i ke  Peewee.  They 'd  take  h im down t0 . . .

Those God- fo rsaken p laces ,  you  know.  And we 'd  have t roub le  w i th  s tudents

over  the  food,  and every  o ther  th ing .  The l i v ing  accommodat ions  were

bad.  I t  was  sor t  o f  l i ke  the  per fo rmance here  now,  bu t  they  rea l1y

had cause to complain.  But Peewee kept them happy.

And he  wou ld  p lay  h ' i s  gu i ta r  and ge t  them to  s ing ing  and every th ing .

Then we had a Hard Luck Dance every year.  And Peewee was the one that

went  to  the  Hard  Luck  Dance look ing  l i ke  he 'd  had hard  luck ,  bu t  he

added to  i t .  And,  as  I  say ,  th is  man was enormous,  Mi ld red .  And,  add ing

to  i t ,  he  had  cu t  h is  shoe  and  co lo red  h is  foo t ,  /and l8  looked  l i ke  a

rai l road train had run over h ' is  foot .  They went to the place where every-

body who had money enough to go somewhere went,  and that was The Modern.

I t  was  jn  the  basement  o f  the  M i l l s  Bu i ld ing .  I t  had  a  t ' i l e  f l oo r  made

out  o f  l i t t le  round ba throom- l j ke  t i le ,  and you ached to  the  top  o f  your

head a f te r  you 'd  danced on  i t  a l l  n igh t .  Bu t  Peewee and h ' i s  c rowd came

in ,  and Peewee c rossed h is  foo t  tha t  way ,  and one o f  the  debutan tes  in

El  Paso lookeo over and saw h' is foot  and fa ' intedl  0h,  and everybody

was so  p leased l  (Laughter )

Now,  tha t  j s  the  sor t  o f  th ing ,  Dav id ,  tha t  I  remember  about  the

schoo l ,  and  I  s imp ly  loved  i t .  Bu t ,  you  can  see ,  i t  i sn ' t  wha t  every -

body would / rememberT, except someone who just  loved them.

And then,  o f  course ,  we had Sa l  Trev ino .

23
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MQ:
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MQ:

HQ:

MQ:

HQ:

MQ:

HQ:

MQ:

HQ:

T:

MQ:

HQ:

Yes,  he  went  to  schoo l  to  us .

Not when Mi ldred was here.

No, he was gone before Mi ldred was here.

He was in charge of  one of  the bureaus down /Tn Mexicol .  His father was

one o f  the  genera ls  ' in  the  Revo lu t ion .

He walked from Mexico City.

Yeah.  He was on  the  "p roscr ibed"  l i s t  a t  one t ime.  Sa l  to ld  me tha t  the

o ld  man wa lked a l l  the  way f rom Mex ico  C i ty  to  the  border ,  bu t  he  jus t

moved a t  n igh t .  And Sa l  was  a l ready  a  r , r i l l i ona i re .  I f  you 've  go t  the

r igh t  re la t i ves  in  Mex ico ,  tha t  he lps .  (Laugh te r )

h je l l ,  h ' i s  unc le  was  Pres iden t .  Bu t  Sa l  was  an  awfu l  n i ce  k id .

Yeah.  When Mary  wou ld  go  to  Mex jco  C i ty  by  herse l f ,  I ' d  a lways  wr i te

Sal  to keep an eye on her.

Nobody  e l se  does ,  e i t he r .  The re  a re  no  roads  i n to  i t l

F ina l1y ,  he  wro te  to  Howard  and  sa id ,  " I 'm  su re  she ' s  down  he re  somewhere ,

bu t  I  can ' t  f i nd  he r . "

So  he  cou ldn ' t  keep  t rack  o f  you ,  t hen?

No .

Tha t ' s  where  a l l  t he  van ' i l l a  comes  f rom in  Mex ico .  I t ' s  imposs ib le  to

ge t  i n .  I t ' s  sou th  o f  t he  o j l  f i e l d  coun t r y  down  the re .  Where  d i d  t ha t

I ' lQ :  That  used to  d r ive  Sa l  jus t  p la in ,  o rd inary  c razy ,  because Howard  wou ld

wr i te  and say ,  "Now,  Mary  i s  go ' ing  to  Mex ico .  Wou ld  you k ind  o f  keep

an eye on  her?"  Wel1 ,  Sa1 was work ing  fo r  the  government ,  h js  unc le

was Pres ident ,  and he  was in  charge o f  one o f  the  bureaus .  And he  came

to  see me,  and he  took  me to  lunch.  I  sa id ,  "Now,  I  am go ing  down tc l

Capact la .  Have you been down there?"  He sa id ,  " I  don ' t  know tha t  par t

o f  the  s ta te .  "
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IrlQ:

HQ:

p lane f  iha t tv  tanO tha f lou  went  ou t  on? What 's  tha t  o ' i l  town down there

along the gul f? Can you remember the name of the town?

Not  a t  the  moment .  Don ' t  expose my sen i ' l  i t y .

I t ' s  a  b ig  o i l  town- - i t  was  jn  those  days ,  you  know.  The  Eng l j sh  came

in  there  and opened up  those enormous f j ssures .

I s  T rev ino  s t j l l  
' l i v ing?

0h ,  Heavens  yes i  The  one  tha t ' s  dead  i s  T res  Pa lac ios .

T :

MQ:



Second in te rv iew w i th  the  Qu inns ,  March  
. |5 ,  . |973 .

T :  D r .  Qu inn , , you  sa id  ea r l i e r  t ha t  t he  Co l l ege  o f  M ines  was  a t  one  t ime

among  the  top  l 5  m in ' i ng  co l l eges  i n  t he  coun t r y .

HQ:  No ,  no t  m in i ng  co l l eges ;  co l l eges  i n  gene ra l .  The re  a re  300  and  some

T:

HQ:

schoo ls  in  th is  countny  tha t  o f fe r  ma jors  jn  Geo logy ,  and I 'm ta lk ing

now about  enro l lment ,  the  graduat ing  c lasses  a t  the  undergraduate  leve l .

For years th is school  was among the top l5 in terms of  undergraduate

students that  were turned out.

What years would that  encompass?

I suppose ma' in ly the years at  the c lose of  the war and af ter  the war,

when we had a great many students.  Before the Second World War we just

had a handful  of  students.  When I  came down to teach, we had 78 students

in  the  who le  p ' lace  and some o f  them were  tak ing  meta l lu rgy ,  some m' in ' ing ,

and some geo logy .  We had e igh t  g i r l s  in  tha t  c rowd.  They  were  jus t

tak ing  l ' i be ra l  a r t s ,  wh ich  j s  ce r ta in ly  a  m isnomer .

Can  you  en la rge  a  l i t t l e  on  tha t  s ta tement  abou t  the  top  l5  co l leges?

Not  par t i cu la r ly .  The record 's  conta ined in  a  pub ' l i ca t ion  tha t  was  go t ten

ou t  in  Wash ing ton  each  year .  I  can ' t  remember  who  go t  i t  ou t ,  bu t ' i t

g ives the number of  students,  undergraduate students that  were graduat ing.

Tha t ' s  where  I  go t  i t .  So ,  I  th ink  i t ' s  o f f i c ia l  ,  a l ' l  r i gh t .  Bu t

this,  of  course, was the t ' ime when we had that t remendous oi l  boom. You

remember one year we graduated, Speedy and I ,  over 50 undergraduates in

tha t  depar tment .

Because o f  the  o i l  boom?

Part ly that ,  yeah, and pant ly because we had so many students that

came in to  the  co l lege and became in te res ted  in  geo logy .

How do you account  fo r  the  decrease in ' in te res t  in  geo logy?

Most  o f  the  o i1  compan ies ,  the  b ig  o i1  compan ies ,  have ea ten  up  the  l i t t le

26
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T:

HQ:

ones,  and in  consequence there  aren ' t  the  number  o f  jobs  anymore .  Mjd-

land and Houston  used to  be  the  centers  o f  the  o j l  indus t ry .  Houston

s t i l l  i s ,  and  Denver i s  now.  There 's  jus t  a  hand fu l  l e f t  i n  l4 id land .

Th is  i s  a l l  a  mat te r  o f  economics .  I  see  they  expec t  to  ra t ion  gas  be-

fo re  the  summer 's  over .

Do you be l ieve  j t  w i l l  come to  pass?

Why,  i t  can ' t  he lp  i t .  Suppose  you  have  $ . l0 ,000  in  the  sav ings  bank ,

and  you ' re  go ing  to  have  to  spend  the  res t  o f  your  l i f e  l i v ing  on  i t .

I f  you spend i t  a l l  tomorrow, what are you going to do?

You mean there  jus t  i sn ' t  tha t  much gas  le f t?

No,  o f  course  there  i sn ' t .  Jus t  as  the re  i sn ' t  tha t  much  wate r ,  wh ' i ch

is more of  a problem as far as El  Paso is concerned. But nobody seems

to  care  about  tha t .  What  they  ought  to  do  is  p roh ib i t  any  vegeta t ion  in

the  town a t  a l l  and  d iscont jnue a l l  these swjmm' ing  poo ls .  Those are  the

most  jd io t i c  th ings  on  the  face  o f  the  ear th .

Because they take too much water?

Yes.  l t ' l ' i gh t  as  we l l  le t  the  k ids  smoke mar i juana or  hero in  o r  any th ing

e l  se .

0r drown thern.

Yea h .

Wel l ,  you  cer ta in ly  gave a  very  good answer  to  tha t  one,  because I  don ' t

be l  ieve  any  o f  tha t  has  appeared ' in  any  pub l  i ca t ions .

No,  they ' re  scared to  death .  You know,  we 've  been t ry ing  down here  a t

the  Charnber  o f  Commerce to  b r ing  bus iness  in to  town fo r  years .  We11,

most of  these big businesses need water,  and they come down, look the

p ' lace  over ,  and tha t ' s  i t .  There 's  p len ty  o f  labor  here ,  and reasonab ly

p r i ced  labor .

T :

HQ:
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T:

HQ:

28

MQ:

on l y  t h i ng  we ' ve  go t  i n  i ndus t r y .

Don' t  you rernember the year  they were going to  have a wool  washing p lant

here?

I  don ' t  r emember  tha t .

We  d idn ' t  have  i t ,  bu t  t he re  was  a l l  t h i s  f u ro r  abou t ' i t .  Tha t  t akes  an

inde f i n i t e  amoun t  o f  wa te r .

HQ: One t ime we had here-*he had some pos' i t ion jn the county--who

sa id  E l  Paso needn ' t  wor ry  about  i t s  water  supp ly ,  we cou ld  ius t  d ig  a

d i tch  f romLakeSuper io r .  And o f  course ,  i t  never  occur red  to  h im tha t

tha t  was  about  300 fee t  above sea leve1,  and E l  Paso 's  3600.  He was jus t

go ing  to  have a  mi rac le  per fo rmed and the  water  was ius t  go ing  to  run

uph ' i l l  here .  Honest ,  the  more  we educated  peop le ,  the  more  id io ts  we

wi nd up w'i th I

What  k ind  o f  i ndus t r y  d id  you  mean?

Prac t i ca l l y  any  k ind  o f  i ndus t r y :  The  chemica l

pan ts .  I  guess  they  don ' t  need  much  wa te r  f o r

Sonrebody po in ted  i t  ou t  to  h im,  and he  sa ' id ,  "0h ,

and "There 's  Lake Super io r  on  the  top  and here  is

Honest ly ,  he  d id ,  and i t  was  in  the  newspaper .

So  don ' t  ment ion  h is  name.  I  guess  the  o1d  boy 's

can ' t  an tagon ize  the  garden c lubs ,  you  know.  My

go ou t  and shoot  yourse l f l

indus t ry .  Except  mak ing

tha t .  Tha t ' s  abou t  the

no.  "  Here  was the  map,

El  Paso down here.  "

dead anyway. But you

God,  you migh t  as  we l l

T :

MQ:

l^ lha t  d ' id  you par t i cu la r ly  l i ke  about  th is  co l lege in  the  ear ly  days?

t, ,Tel l ,  in the real  ear ly days, I  suppose ' i t  was FhaV- we had a congen' ia l

group of  students.  And in those days, iobs were few and far between, as

I ' ve  to ld  you be fore .  L ike  tha t  p iece  yes terday  about  these poor  k ids ,

ha l f -w i t ted ,  you  know;  they ' re  conp la ' in ' ing  because the  minor i ty  g roups



QUINN 29

T:

HQ:

haven ' t  any  o f  t hese  $ . |0 ,00  i obs .  I  suppose  they  mean  sc rub  women  and

th j ngs  l i ke  t ha t .  I t ' s  a l l  been  i n  t he  pape ! "  and  on  TV .  Imag ' i ne ,  $10 ,000

a  yea r .  I  t h ink  they  ough t  t o  shu t  down  abou t  90  pe r  cen t  o f  t hose  p laces .

I f  I  had  my  way ,  I ' d  pena l i ze  anybody  tha t  had  more  than  fou r  ch i l d ren ,

preferab ' ly  more than two.  r

Cut  down on the popu' la t ion?

Yes .  You  p robab ly  d idn ' t  r ead  tha t  p ' i ece  abou t  Jud rez ,  where  43  pe r  cen t

o f  t he  popu la t i on  ( t he re ' s  one -ha l f  m j l l i on  peop le  ove r  t he re )  a re  unde r

14 .  The  non -work ing  q roup  runs  I  t h jnk  be tween  25  pe r  cen t  and  50  pe r

cen t ;  and  we 'd  i us t  d i e  o f f  i f  5  pe r  cen t  o f  ou r  peop le  a ren ' t  wo rk i ng l

Were  the  ea r l y  f ac i l i t i es  up  he re  a t  t he  campus  adequa te  fo r  t each ing

geol ogy?

0h ,  yes ,  mone  so  than  i n  mos t  schoo ls .  l , l e ' ve  go t  geo logy  r i gh t  ou t  a

door ,  exposed  a t  t he  su r face  o f  t he  ea r th .

You d jdn ' t  have the equipment- -nr icroscopes and that  k jnd of  th ing-- l :6u!7

the  geo logy  was  wa lk ing  i n  t he  w jndow.

And  tha t ' s  one  o f  t he  reasons  why  th j s  j s  a  pa r t i cu la r l y  f amous  geo logy

schoo l  ?

Yeah .  l l l e l ' l  ,  t ha t  was  one  o f  t he  reasons ,  I  suppose .  l a le  d jdn ' t  have

many  s tuden ts  i n  t he  ea r ' l y  days .  The  B ig  Ten  i n  the  M idd le  Wes t ,  t he

Un ive rs i t y  o f  Ca l i f o rn ' i a  a t  Be rke ley ,  and  the  Co lo rado  Schoo l  o f  M ines ,

those  were  the  famous  m in ' i nq  schoo ls .  And  Co lumb ia  Un ive rs i t y ,  f i r s t ,

and  M. I .T .  A t  one  t ime ,  p rac t i ca l ' l y  eve rybody  tha t  had  a  ma jo r  pos i t i on

w i th  the  AS&R Company  was  a  g radua te  o f  M . I .T .  They  d idn ' t  have  much

more .  You  know,  when  I  was  a t  Harva rd ,  we  had  so r t  o f  an  i n te r l ock ' i ng

arrangement .  YOu paid your  fees over  at  Harvard and j lou could go over

to  M. I .T .  and  take  any th ing  you  wan ted .  I  t ook  some cou rses  ove r  t he re

T:
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under  o ld  Doc ,  who was in te rna t iona l ' l y  famous.

T:  How did you f i rs t  hear  about  the school  out  here?

HQ:  God  on l y  knows l  (Laugh te r )

MQ:  t , . Je l l ,  Howard  t augh t  one  yea r  a t  t he  Un j ve rs i t y  o f  I l l i no i s  f i l l i ng  i n

for  someone who was on leave.

S :  Ea r l i e r  we  had  been  ta l k ing  abou t  t he  s tuden ts  tha t  had  g radua ted  and

tha t  you  knew.  One  in  pa r t i cu la r  was  Char l ' i e  S teen . *

MQ: Char l ie  Steen went  to  the Col lege.  He came f rom down the road somewhere,

down  a round  Hous ton .  He  was ,  I  t h ink ,  w i thou t  excep t i on  one  o f  t he  mos t . .

no t  I  aw l  ess ,  bu t  bo l  shev i  k - - t ha t  app roach .

HQ: Ul  t ra- l  i  bera l  .

MQ:  U l t r a - l i be ra l .  When  we  had  Sad je  Hawk ins  Day ,  he  came  i n  a  Un ion  su i t ,

remember?

Yeah; underwear.

Yeah.  Char l ie ,  I  unders tand,  compla ined about  the  food every  day ,  bu t

maybe i t  was only every other day. But he l ived in the dormitor.y and

he complained about the food. Then when i t  came to commencement,  why,

he  dec jded tha t  ins tead o f  go ing  to  the  pres ident ' s  recept ion ,  he  wou ld

work  as  a  wa i te r .  They  pa jd  the  wa i te rs  $2 .50  or  someth ing  l i ke  tha t

for the af ternoon. So instead of  going l :as a guest l ,  he was a wai ter.

Then he  was 4-F ,  wh ich  o f  course  was embar rass ing ,  there 's  no  doubt

about that .  He went to South America and worked down there in the

jung le  and brought  back  the  most  revo l t ing  p ic tu res  I ' ve  ever  seen o f

peop le  ea t ' ing  monkeys ,  because monkey hands look  jus t  l i ke  human hands.

Char l ie  d idn ' t  make very  much money jn  those days ,  6 r i l  he ,  f rom the

very  f i rs t ,  sen t  money back  to  the  co l lege w i thout  any  so l j c i ta t ions  or

f f i t hemanwhod j scove redu ran jumdepos i t s i nU tahandbecame
a  mu l t i -m i l l  i ona i r e  o , r e rn i qh t .
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anyth ing .  I ' ve  a lways  thought  tha t  was  very ,  very  much to  h is  c red i t .

He 's  b lown h is  top  two or  th ree  t imes,  and he 's  sa id  some th ings  I

w ish  he  hadn ' t .  That  speech he  made when he  was 0u ts tand ing  Ex ,  I  thought

was in  poor  tas te .  I  agreed w i th  some o f  i t ,  bu t  I  thought  i t  was  in  very

poor taste.  But he has given to my certain knowledge $20,000 anonymously

to  the  co l lege ;  he  gave  some o f  the  f i r s t  b ' i q  g j f t s .  And  tha t  I 'm  a l l

for .  But I  th ' ink back to the days when the money that Char l je sent back

for  scho la rsh ips  and so  on  rea l l y  meant  someth ing .

That  was long be fore  he  h i t  u ran ium.

0h,  yes ,  tha t ' s  when he  was s t i l l  i n  South  Amer jca .  Then he  came back

and worked for some oi ' l  companies and he gave them the benef j t  of  h is

adv ice .  Apparent lyn  the  ch ie f  geo log is t  doesn ' t  much care  fo r  the  adv ice

f rom the  even very  ab ' le  geo log is ts ,  and they  f i red  h im.  Wel1 ,  by  tha t

t ime he  had a  w i fe ,  and what?  Three l i t t le  boys?

Yes ,  I  guess  so .

Three or  four  l j t t le  boys .  And he  had th is  p rospec t ' ing  bug.  He prospec ted

in  Canada and d idn ' t  f ind  any th ing ,  and then he  went  up  here  to  Utah .  And

he  go t  down to  abso lu te ' l y  s ta rva t ion .  I  don ' t  th ink  the re 's  any  doub t

about that .  They say that the chi ldren trapped iack rabbi ts and they

l i ved  on  them tha t  year ,  and I 'm pre t ty  sure  tha t ' s  t rue .  And the  way I

got involved Tgoes back a long way to when I  was f i ref l .

They  d idn ' t  have  Women 's  L ib  jn  those  days ; ,  none  o f  tha t  foo l i shness .

How d id  you ge t  f i red?

fThe  Texas  leg is la tu re /  passed  a  law. . .

0h ,  she  cou ld  have worked,  bu t  they  wou ldn ' t  h t

I  don ' t  know whether  they 'd  have le t  me work .

see, we were both on the staf f  .  We had perm' is:

ve  pa id  her .

Before we were marri ed, you

ion  in  wr i t ' i ng  f rom the
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Regents to  marry  and cont inue to  teach.  Then the leg is la ture,  many years

later  (when I  was a much bet ter  teacher ,  had bet ter  t ra jn jng and what

have  you )  passed  a  l aw  tha t  a  man  and  h i s  w l fe  cou ld  no t  bo th  d raw pay

f rom the state.

I s  tha t  the  nepo t i sm. . .?

Wel  I  ,  no ;  ' i t  jus t  s imp ly  was pure  sp ' i te .

I t  d idn ' t  make  any  d i f fe rence  whether  you  were . . .  Nepo t i sm app l ies  on ly

when you ' re  work ing  together  in  the  same d iv is ion  depar tment .

And b lood k jn ,  too .

Wel l ,  i t r s  more  par t i cu la r ly  the  same depar tment ,  as  fa r  as  the  Un ivers i ty

i  s  concerned.

lThe lar^7 was aimed at a man at A&M. i,rle know who ' it was aimed at. It was

s l ipped th rough when the  leg is la tu re  was away one weekend,  and then when

the  b i l l  came ou t ,  he re  th i s  was ,  tha t  a  man and  h is  w i fe  cou ldn ' t  bo th

work .  Pres ident  Wigg ins  was pres ident  a t  the  t ime,  and I  a lways  thought

d idn ' t  p lay  qu i te  fa i r  there .  l ^ lhen he  saw me,  he  sa jd ,  "Mary ,  Vou won ' t

w i th  us  fo r  a  coup le  o f  years j ' o r  someth ing  o f  tha t  k ind .  I  don ' t  know

exac t l y  how he  worded  i t .  He  d idn ' t  say ,  "A re  you  o r  Howard  go ing  to  s tay? "

He made i t  very p la in  he was keep" ing Howard and I  coulc i  do anyth inc I

p l eased .  He  kep t  Mr .  Ba l l  and  Mrs .  Ba l l ,  we l l - known  i n  t he  t own .

l ^ l e l l ,  I  dec ided  I  d idn ' t  wan t  t o  teach  i n  the  c i t y  schoo ls ;  t hey

wou ldn ' t  pay  me  enough ;  so  I  so ld  l i f e  i nsu rance .  And  among  the  peop le

tha t  I  so l d  l i f e  i nsu rance  t o  was  Cha r l i e  S teen .  Tha t  was  j us t  f i ne ;  and

i t  was  a  ve ry  sma l l  po l i c y ,  ex t reme ly  sma l1 .  Bu t  i t  was  a l l  he  cou ld  a f f o rd '

and I  was p leased to get  i t ,  goodness knows.  And af ter  he got  down to absolute

s ta r va t i on ,  he  l e t  h i s  po l i c y  1apse .  He  wen t  on  l oan ,  you  know ,as theydo .  I  was

he

be
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teach ing ,  I  guess ,  by  tha t  t ime aga in ,  because i t  was  on ly  two years  tha t

I  was  f i red .  They  h i red  me back  a f te r  tha t ,  and the  nex t  b i l l  d idn ' t

ca r ry  th i s  p rov is ion .  So  I  go t  no t i ce  tha t  Char l i e ' s  po l i cy  was  go ing  to

' lapse.  
And I  kep t  th ink ing  o f  LM,  h is  w i fe  whom I  had met ,  and these l i t t le

boys .  I  though t ,  " I  s imp ly  can ' t  l e t  tha t  happen . "  And  I  pa id  i t ,  pa id

the  premium.  I  pa id  one quar te r ,  and by  the  t ime tha t  quar te r  was  up ,  tha t

th ree  months ,  Lev id ia  came in  and  he  was  a  m i l l j ona j re .  So ,  he  pa id  the

company back and he sent me some stock.

Now,  he  d id  no t  mean the  s tock  fo r  me.  He was send ing  i t  to  Howard ,

bu t  he  knew Howard  wou ldn ' t  take ' i t .  So  when I  go t  the  s tock  and showed

' i t  to  Howard ,  Howard  sa id ,  " l ^ le l l ,  send j t  back  to  h im.  "  So I  wro te  Char l  ie

a  no te  and to ld  h im I  apprec ia ted  i t  and sent  i t  back  to  h im.  And he  wro te

me one  o f  the  n jces t  l e t te rs  I ' ve  ever  had .  He  sa id ,  "Now,don ' t  be  foo l -

i sh .  You pa ' id  my po l i cy  when tha t  money meant  a  lo t  to  me.  Peace o f  mind

at  n igh t ,  to  me,  i s  what  i t  meant . "  And he  sa id ,  "Doc  has  tauqht  hundreds

of  knuck leheads,  and one o f  them has  f ina l l y  come th rough.  For  goodness

sake ,  le t  us  repay  i t . "  And  so  I  kep t  i t .  Tha t ' s  my  s to ry  o f  Char l i e

Steen. And he always comes to see us and I 'm extrenrely fond of  h im.

And he'  s ul  t ra-conservat i  ve.

0h ,  my goodness .  He 's  the  on ' l y  person I  have ever  known. . .  Now,  I  have

known r ich  peop le ;  p lease.  In  fac t ,  I  went  to  schoo l  w i th  a  good many o f

them.  But  Char l ie  S teen js  the  on ly  person I  have ever  known tha t ,  when

he was in  the  money (and he  w i l l  be  aga in)  spoke o f  h lmse l f  as  a  wea ' l thy

American. He would say /Thaf on the boat going to Europe, these peop' le

were so glad to meet him; they never met a weal thy American before.  And

I  thought  how much fun  to  have money and love  i t  tha t  way ,  don ' t  you  th jnk

so? I  wasn ' t  the  on ly  one Char l ie  pa id  o f f "  Everybody tha t  had ever
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helped h jm,  everybody that  had even grubstaked h im,  he d iv ' ided wi th  them.

Was tha tacons jde rab leamoun to fmoney ,Mrs .Qu inn?

I t  was  t o  us ,  bu t  i t  wasn ' t  r ea11y .

I t  was to  us.  They s tory  that  i t  was $. |50,000 is  not  t rue.

The fe l low that  loaned Char l ie  the money to  develop the mine was wi th ,

I  th ink,  the Chicago Br idge and Iron Company. He had worked for them

summers ,  and they  go t  c rossed up  a f te r  Char l ie  go t  th is  th ing  deve loped.

I  th ink  Char l ie  gave  h im $5  mi l l i on  fo r  h i s  share .

MQ:  Bought  h im out .

T :  That '  s  ta l  k i  ng  money,  i  snr  t  ' i t?

MQ: That 's ta lk ing money. I  heard on campus that I  had gotten $150,000, but

tha t ' s  no t  t rue .  I  d idn ' t  even  ge t  a  sma l l  f rac t ion  o f  i t ;  bu t  i t  was ,

to  us ,  a  good dea l  o f  money.  In  add i t ion  to  tha t , ' i t  was  such a  per fec t l y

charmjng thing for anybody to do.

Shows real  grat i tude. You say that Char l ie Steen is go' ing to make i t

aga in?

Yes "

Have you any basis for  that?

Yes .  I f  he ' l l  on ly  s top  f igh t ing .  You  see ,  wha t ' s  ho ld ing  h im up  i s  the

' income tax  dea l .  And they ,  as  I  unders tand i t ,  have o f fe red  to  se t t le

and  Char l ie  wan ts  them to  se t t l e  fo r  l ess .  And  Char l ie  i s  a  l i t t l e  ou t -

spo ken .

Unfo r t r l  natel  y.

Unfortunatel  y.

I f  you 've  ever  mixed w i th  bureaucra ts ,  and you

who le  admin is t ra t ion  is  no th ing  bu t  tha t  up  a t

can ' t  say  any th ing  tha t  hur ts  the i r  par t i cu la r

I  don'  t  th ' ink he wi I  I  ever be the mi I  I  ionai  re

cer ta in ly  have,  because the

the  co l lege,  you  know you

th ' i  ng.

aga in  t ha t  he  was . But you
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ought  to  be  abJe  to  ge t  a long  on  a  coup le  o f  m i l l i on ,  i f  you  were  down

to the stage they were in /at  one t im' .  The thing that I  admire about

Charl ie and his wi fe ML was that they had the nerve to starve on the fai th

tha t  they 'd  ge t  i t .  I  don ' t  know whether  he  wou ld  say  i t  now,  bu t  Char l ie

h imse l f  has  to ld  us  tha t  he  gave h ' imse l f  one more  w in te r ,  and ' i f  i t

d idn ' t  come in ,  he 'd  go  back  to  regu la r  work .  Tha t ' s  my  s to ry  abou t

Charl ' ie Steen. But I  keep on thinking of  the money he used to send back

when he d idn ' t  have very  much,  you know.

HQ:  He went  down to  work  in  Bo l i v ia .  0 f  course ,  the  a l t i tude  was much too

great down there.

How old a man is he now?

0h,  I  don ' t  know.  He  g radua ted  in  wha t ,  ' 44?

Someth ing  l i ke  tha t .

I  suppose he  was about  22  or  23  then.

I  th ink  he  was  fa i r l y  o ld  fo r  h i s  c lass ,  so  I  rea l l y  don ' t  know.  I ' l I

ask him the next t ime he comes bY.

I t ' s  ou t  the re  in  the  Reg ' i s t ra r ' s  0 f f i ce .

Get t ing  back  to  the  Co ' l l egeo  Mrs .Qu inn ,  wha t  courses  d id  you  f i r s t  teach

when you were there?

Wel l ,  I  te l l  you ,  you 've  heard  abou t  these  peop le  in  the  co l leges  tha t

have a  cha ' i r?  WeI l ,  I  had  a  so fa .  (Chuck les)  I  taught  Amer ican h is to ry ,

I  taught  anc ien t  h is to ry ,  I  taught  psycho logy ,  I  taught  soc io logy ,  and I

be l ieve  there  was one o ther  h is to ry  course .  Le t ' s  pu t  i t  th is  way:  I

don ' t  know what  I  taught ,  bu t  those were  the  c lasses  I  he ld .

S: You graduated from l^lel Iesl ey.

MQ:  In  '  22 .

S:  In  compar ison ,  wou ld  you say  tha t  the  Co1 ' lege o f  Mines  was pre t ty  p r im i t i ve?
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HQ:  I 'm  a f ra id  so l

MQ:  No ,  I  cou ldn ' t  say  tha t ;  because ,  you  see ,  I 'm  a  na t i ve ,  and  E l  Paso  wasn ' t

my idea o f  a  p r im i t i ve  p1ace.  I  was  jus t  rea l  surpr ised  when I  saw what

Boston  was l i ke .  I  have a  young f r iend  who went  f rom Radc l i f fe  to  the

Univers i ty  o f  New Mex ico  ( t f r i s  i s  w ' i th ' in  the  las t  l0  years ) ,  and she

wro te  me and sa id ,  "Mrs .  Qu inn ,  the  academic  a tmosphere  is  very  d i f fe ren t . "

S :  To  pu t  i t  m ' i l d l y .  (Chuck les )

HQ:  I  know one th ing .  A f te r  you 'd  l i ved  a  coup le  o f  years  c lose  to  Bos ton ,

you  knew what  the  I r i sh  d id  po l i t j ca l l y .  I  d idn ' t  wan t  any th ing  to  do

wjth the Kennedy fami ly.

MQ: Now, Howard, you didn' t  go to l^ le l lesley,  you went where the Kennedys

went .  Yes ,  s i r .

T :  tdou ld  you say  tha t  the  townspeop le  were  in te res ted  in  the  co l lege?

MQ: I  never have been qui te sure whether they were or not.  Would you say

the  townspeop le  were  in te res ted  in  the  co l lege in  the  days  when I

started ?

There was a group of  women that were.  That was about al  l .

That  was  the  Women 's  Aux i l ia ry .

0 f  course ,  we a lways  had tha t  smal l  g roup tha t  was  in te res ted  in  a th le t i cs .

But  you see,  I  can ' t  te l ' l  you  any  o f  tha t  because I  rea11y  don ' t  know.  I

taught two years at  El  Paso High, and by the t ime I  taught out at  the

co11ege, my father had been Regent and had served a complete term as

Regent .  So  tha t ' s  en t i re l y  d i f fe ren t ;  I  can ' t  be  ob jec t i ve  abou t  i t  a l l .

My two younger s isters had both gone to school  out there,  and then had

gone  on  to  the  Un ive rs i t y  o f  Texas .  So l jus t  don ' t  th ink  I  can  iudge  i t .

Wel l ,  we can say  tha t  your  f ie ld  was soc io logy .

We1 '1 ,  i t  was  eventua l l y ,  bu t  o r iq ina l l y  what  I  had in tended to  teach was
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Engl ish .  But  Mr .  Drake wanted  to  teach the  Eng ' l j sh ;  so  he  taught  the

Eng l ish  and so  I  taught  the  h is to ry .  And then f rom there  I  taught

h is to ry  and soc jo ' logy ,  more  h is to ry  than soc io logy ,  un t j l  the  schoo l  go t

b ig  enough,  then I  taught  soc io logy .

Later on i t  branched of f  into i ts own department?

I t  was a separate department only one year before I  ret i red.  Or ig inal ly

i t  was History,  Government,  and Sociology 1A-1t in one group. And then

they  began to  d iv ide ' i t  o f f .  I  th ink  i t  was  on ly  one year  tha t  I  was  in

a separate department,  certainly not more than two years.

There was one course you taught which was Family Li fe and Marr iage.

Yes,  I  taught  Fami ly  L i fe  and Mar r iage.

Cou ld  you say  any th ing  about  tha t?

I  had more  fun  in  i t  than  a lmost  any th ing  I  ever  taught .  And,  I  keep

assur ing  rnyse ' l f ,  I  don ' t  th ink  I  d id  any  harm.  There  are  two courses

that I  taught out there that I  loved better than any. One of  them was

ComparaL ive  Cu l tu res ,  Un i ted  Sta tes  and Mex ico .  Now are  the  days  when

there  are  peop ' le  s ta rv ing  fo r  Mex ican courses ;  I  th ink  o f  the  days  when

I  used to  have to  go  around and inv i te  them in ,  because I  thought  i t

was a disgrace for people to grow up on the border and not know the

two count r ies .  The o ther  th ing  was,  I  thought  i t  was  a  d isgrace tha t  a

number  o f  Amer icans  o f  Mex ican descent  had no  pr ide  in  the i r  background.

And I  don ' t  mean ge t  ou t  and demonst ra te ,  tha t ' s  no t  my idea o f  p r ide .

But they d ' idn' t  know. And so I  iust  adored that course. That was my

1  ove .

Was ' i t  apprec iated,  Mary?

0h,  yes.  t {e  had an awfu l ly  good t ime.

was  a lways  a  1 i t t l e  a f ra jd  rny  paycheck

A t  l eas t  I  d id .  You  know,  i

would come wi th  an amusement

T:

MQ:
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tax  on  j t l  (Lauqhter )  I t  never  d id ,  bu t  I  a lways  thought  someday i t

m i  gh t .

And then the  o ther  one was,  o f  course ,  in  mar r iage and fami ly  l i v ing .

I t  was  open or ig ina l l y  to  sophomores  w i thout  p rerequ is i te  except  sophomore

s tand ing ,  and i t  was  no t  the  ju icy  course  tha t  you  th ink .  I t  was  in tended

to  teach peop le  to  ac t  l i ke  human be ings  in  a  mar r iage.  I  en ioyed i t  and

the  s tudents  found i t  very  p rac t ica l .  A t  leas t ,  tha t  was  the  reac t ion .

I  a lways thjnk of  two boys that came up at  the end of  the f i rst  semester

o f  the  f i rs t  year  I  taught  i t ,  and  they  sa id ,  "We en joyed your  course . "

I  a lways  d js t rus t  peop ' le  who te l l  me tha t .  And I  sa id ,  "You d id?"  One

of  them sa id ,  "Mrs .  Qu inn ,  I  th ' ink  we ought  to  te l l  you  the  t ru th .  I ^ le

took that course because we found a woman teaching the course, a mixed

course in marr iage and fami ly l iv ing,  / -and we thought w4 could give

you  a  hard  t ime.  I t  wasn ' r  tha t  k ind  o f  a  course  a t  a l l ,  and  i t  was

a prac t ica l  course .  "

I  taught then to budget.  And somebody asked, "How did you teach

them to  budget?"  Wel l ,  i t  was  very  s imp ' le .  To  make up  a  budget ,  you 'd

sdy ,  "Wel l ,  food  w i l l  cos t  so  much. "  l , ' Je l1 ,  they  had to  make up  menus

for two weeks, and they had to go to the grocery store and f igure out

how much j t  wou ld  cos t .  And rea l ' l y ,  I  don ' t  know tha t  I  b roke  up  nnny

romanccs , -bu t  I  sure  made some o f  them pause.  I  t r jed  to  make i t  ius t

as  prac t ica l  as  I  cou ld .  But  then,  o f  course ,  there  are  a lways  a  few

peop le  tha t  take  i t  because they  th ink  i t ' s  go ing  to  be  a  course  in

sex .

They ' re  jus t  concerned about  ro l l ing  around in  the

There  are  a lways  a  few l i ke  tha t .  Now,  I 'm to ld  I

and tha t  ' i t  cu ts .  Th is  i s  no t  t rue .  I  never  d id

have a nasty tongue,

have much t roub le  w i th
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71ny s tudents /  tha t  way .  But  as  fa r  as  dea l ing  w i th  the  sex  s ide  o f  i t ,

I  usua l l y  d id  i t  jn  conferences ,  and you s igned up .  Somebody to ld  me

one t ime they  thought  I  ought  to  have mixed conferences .  We11,  I  had

a mjxed c lass ,  goodness  knows.  And i t  f ina l l y  go t  to  the  po in t  where

they  were  rea l l y  qu i te  f rank  w i th  each o ther ,  w i thout  be ing  vu lga i ,

because they  d idn ' t  want  to  have the j r  heads  taken o f f .  And I  had the

conferences separate because the boy--and i t 's  t rue of  boys, too,  or

was then;  I  don ' t  know what  i t  j s  now--or  the  g i r l  tha t  nea l l y  had a

ques t ion ,  they ' re  no t  go ing  to  ask  in  c lass ,  they ' re  no t  go ing  to  ask

in  a  m ' ixed  group.  They ' re  on ly  go ing  to  ask  e i ther  you persona l ly ,  o r

they  are  go ing  to  ask  in  a  smal l  g roup.  And I  th ink  we go t  a  g rea t

many things straight.  I  know they know everything now, but you have

no idea how ignorant they were.

I  a lways  th ink  o f  the  boy  ( l  was  a lways  fond o f  var ious  ones)  tha t

came to  me and sa jd ,  "You know,  Mrs .  Qu inn ,  I 'm go ing  to  be  mar r ied . "

And  I  sa id ,  " I  know.  I  know the  g i r l ,  and  she 's  dar1 ing . "  And  he  sa id ,

" I  want  to  ask  you someth ing  be fore  the  wedd ing . "  I  sa id ,  " I  p robab ly

won ' t  know the  answer ,  bu t  I 'm more  than w i ' l1 ing  to  have you come and

ask  me any th ing . "  He  sa id ,  "We l l ,  I ' d  I i ke  to  make  an  appo in tment  w i th

you. "  "A l l  r igh t . "  We made the  appo in tment  and he  came in  the  a f te r -

noon.  Jus t  the  two o f  us ,  because i t  was  ge t t ing  qu i te  persona l ,  so  he

sa id .  And I  sa id ,  " I  may no t  known because there  are  a  lo t  o f  th ings  I

don ' t  know."  L ike  I  had the  phone r ing  one n igh t  /and a  young man asked

mq/  i f  I  though t  he 'd  damaged a  g i r l .  Th is  was  abou t  l l : 00  a t  n igh t .

(Laugh te r )  gu t  th i s  o ther  boyn  I  sa id ,  " I f  I  don ' t  know and  ' i f  I  can ' t

answer ,  I ' l l  send you to  somebody who can. "  And I  a lways  had a  doc tor

ta lk  to  the  c lass  a l1  together .  I  had Branch Cra ig ,  and he  was awfu l l y
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good. He used a recorder to protect  h imse' l f ,  because people would say

he said thus and so, whjch he had not.  Anyway the boy came to the con-

ference and I  turned white-haired wonder ing what under the sun he wanted

to  know.  So we sa t  and v is i ted ,  and f ina l l y  I  sa id ,  "There  was someth ing

you wanted to know before you marr ied.  Now, what was i t?" And he said '

" I ' l l  t e l l  you ,  Mrs .  Qu inn .  When do  I  po l i sh  the  bo t toms o f  my  shoes?

I know I  kneel  down before the minister,  and they can see the bottom of

my shoes .  When do I  po l i sh  them so  they  look  b lack?"  That  was the  ques-

t ion ,  and ' i t  was  d r i v ing  h im f ran t i c ,  because  he  d idn ' t  wan t  to  embar rass

anybod.y .  But  he  sure  had me go ing  in  c i rc les .  And so  I  assured h im when

to  do  j t  and tha t  was  per fec t l y  a l1  r igh t .  He mar r ied  and l i ved  happ i ly

ever  a f te r ;  he  rea l l y  d id .

HQ: When l '4ary was teaching that course, why, one of  the local  Methodist

ministers phoned her and wanted to make an appointment to ta lk to her

about something.

MQ: He phoned on a Saturday af ternoon and he said,  "May I  come see you, Mrs.

Qu inn?"  And  I  sa id ,  "Yes ,  indeed ,  I ' l l  be  ' i n  my  o f f  i ce  Monday .  "  He

sa id ,  "No,  I  can ' t  wa i t  un t i l  Monday.  Can I  come see you th is  a f te rnoon?

I want to ta l  k to you about your nnmiage course. "  I  began to wonder

what under the sun I  had sajd.  I  went in and told Howard, and Howard

sa ' id ,  "What  have  you  sa id  th i s  t ime?"  We l1 ,  I  d idn ' t  know e j the r ,  so

we wa i ted .  And /The min is te r  hadT sa id  he 'd  l i ke  to  come over  r igh t  away,

and he  came jn  a  shor t  t ' ime.  And Howard ,  b less  h is  hear t ,  sa t  in  the

s tudy ,  ou t  o f  s igh t ,  so  I  guess  i f  the  man h i t  me,  he 'd  come and save me.

So ,  he  v is i ted  a  I i t t l e  b i t  and  he  sa id ,  "You  know,  Mrs .  Qu inn ,  I  was

wondering i f  you would give a ser ies f rom your marr iage course at  my

church  on  Sunday n ' igh ts .  "

4A
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S:  That  was qu i te  a  compl iment .

MQ: I t  was qui te a compl iment and i t  saved a great deal  of  wear and tear on

me.

HQ:  Speedy  Ne lson  d idnr t  th ink  much  o f  tha t .

MQ:  No ;  Speedy  was  a  Method is t .  Cous in  Char l ie  d idn ' t  e i the r .  I  though t  cous in

Charl  ' ie was go i  ng to qui  t .

HQ:  He 's  a  Method is t  and gave qu i te  a  lo t  to  th is  loca l  Method is t  Church .

MQ:  And they  d idn ' t  th r 'nk  tha t  a  women shou ld  be  asked.  I t  was  a  sor t  o f

Sunday Schoo l  g roup sor t  o f  th ing .

HQ:  Espec ia l l y  no t  a  member  o f  tha t  par t i cu la r  sec t .

MQ:  But  i t  was  a  very  sa t is fac to ry  course .  I t  rea l l y  was .

T :  You d idn ' t  have any  oppos j t ion  f rom the  adnr in is t ra t ion  on  tha t  course ,

d id  you?

MQ:  No,  I  don ' t  th ink  so .  I  remember  go ing  down the  ha l l  one  day  wa lk ing  a long

after I  had a conference, and having one of  the members of  the department

Sdy,  "D id  I  hear  what  you sa id  to  tha t  g i r l? "  As  I  went  in to  my o f f i ce ,

I  sa id ,  " I  don ' t  know.  Come in . "  And  he  sa id ,  " I 'm  sure  I  heard  you  d is -

cuss ing  b i r th  con t ro l  w i th  her . "  And  I  sa id ,  " I 'm  sure  you  d id ;  somebody 's

got  to  te11 them.  She asked. "  No,  there  was never  any  /oppos i t io rV .  A t

one t jme, one of  the presidents wanted to take /The coursd away from me

and put i t ' in the Phi losophy Department.  And the man who was teach' ing

phi ' losophy, DF. Crawford,  was very much embarrassed because the course had

been es tab l i shed,  had been p ioneered and es tab l j shed,  and j t  was  fa i r l y

popu lar .  I  wou ldn ' t  take  more  than a  cer ta in  number  because they 've  go t

to  be  ab le  to  ta1k ,  i t ' s  tha t  k ind  o f  a  course ,  p lus  me be ing  up  here  and

te l l j ng  wha t  I  th ink .  Dr .  E lk ins  wan ted  to  g ive ' i t  to  Dr .  Crawfo rd ,  and

I  resented ' i t  very  b i t te r ly  because I  had p ioneered the  course .  And Dr .

4'.|
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Crawford  is  a  ph i ' losphen and an  idea l i s t ,  and Mary  Qu inn  is  p rac t ica l  and

I  jus t  d idn ' t . . -  Bu t  Pres iden t  E lk ins  wen t  to  g reener  pas tu res  /To  the

Univers i ty  o f  Mary landT and so  Dr .  Crawford  came to  me and sa id ,  " I 'm no t

tak ing  tha t  course ,  Mrs .  Qu inn ;  because  when a l l ' s  sa id  and  done ,  mar r iage

and  fami i y ' l i v ing ,  the  way  you  teach  j t ,  j s  no t  ph i losophy ,  i t ' s  soc io logy . "

Tha t ' s  the  on ly  th ing  I  ever  had  a long  tha t  l i ne .

I never had any of the parents phone me and tel I me that I was a di rty

old woman, and I 've had many people wonder why so many of  them came and

wept  down my neck .  Because one g i r l  sa id ,  "You go  on  w i th  a l l  th is  foo l -

j shness ,  and /Then in7  your  las t  lec tu re  you te l l  them what  you rea11y

th ink  mar r iage  rea1 ly  amounts  to . "  The  on ly  t l t i ng  was ,  I  do  be l ieve

that love is immortal ,  and the reason you must marry somebody that is

f i t ted  fo r  you ,  tha t  can  ho ld  together ,  i s  because,  espec ia l l y  fo r  the

woman,  d ivorce  is  emot iona l  bankruptcy .  I t  takes  so  long to  ge t  over

i t .  And I  a ' lways  th jnk  tha t  when you mamy,  and you g ive  a  p ledge to

fa te ,  somebody 's  go ing  to  have to  redeem i t ;  you ' re  no t  go ing  to  come out

even.  And the  one tha t ' s  le f t  i s  go ing  to  have to  pay  fo r  the  happ iness

you had. But I  to ld them thenn and I  st i l l  th ink that  anyone who has been

happ i ly  mar r ied ,  and who has  loved as  peop le  shou ld  who are  happ i ly  mar -

r ied ,  I  don ' t  th ink  they ' re  ever  a lone .  I  th ink  they ' l l  be  lone ly ,  I

don ' t  th ink  there 's  any  avo id ' ing  tha t ;  bu t  they  w i l l  never  be  a lone.  And

tha t  was  the  ph i losophy in  tha t  course .  I t  was  very  s imp le .

T :  That ' s  beaut i  fu l  .

MQ:  And rea l l y ,  i t ' s  amaz ing  how many o f  them wi l l  tu rn  up  and say ,  "You to ld

me to push the toothpaste f rom the bottom, not f rom the middlel"  Because

women grab toothpaste f rom the middle and that makes many men very un-

happy .  And  i t ' j us t  as  easy  to  lea rn  to  do  i t  th i s  way .  And  tha t  so r t
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of  th ing .  So ,  i t  was  my favor i te  course ,  I  guess .

Wel I ,  I  th ink  tha t ' s  a  marve lous  exp lana t jon  o f  i t .

And i t ' s  good tha t  we ' re  ge t t ' i ng  i t  s t ra igh t  fo r  the  record .

Because I  know peop le  took  i t  th ink ing  i t  was  go ing  to  be  ius t  a  snap.

And I  a lways loved those two who said,  "When we took i t  we were going

to  g ive  you a  hard  t ime. "  They  were  bo th  p re-meds,  and one o f  them is

now my doctor.  We went to see him one night--Howard had a nosebleed--

and  he  sa id ,  "You  know,  Mrs .  Qu inn ,  I  th ink  o f  you  o f ten . "  I  though t ,

"You do?"  And he  sa id ,  "Yes .  I  never  hear  the  word  'eco logy '  tha t  I

don ' t  th ink  o f  you .  You asked on  the  f ina l  to  descr ibe  the  eco logy  o f

c r ime.  I  d idn ' t  know what  eco l  ogy  meant l  "

A  lady  be fore  her  t ime,  I  wou ld  say .

:  I  don ' t  know i f  I  apprec ia te  the  " lady l "  You  can  see  what  fun  i t  was ,

Dav id .

Pa use

How do you account for  so many of  our geo' logy graduates going on to rea' l1y

qu i te  famous f  i ves?

Wel l ,  they  were  jus t  unusua l ly  f ine  men.  The n igh t  the  o ld  boys  had a

par ty  fo r  Howard  when Howard  re t j red ,  they  d idn ' t  ask  anybody tha t  d idn ' t

go  to  shcoo l  to  h im,  except  me.  And when they  sa id  a l l  the  n ice  th ings

they  cou ld  say ,  Howard  go t  up  and  he  sa id ,  "We l l ,  rea l l y ,  we  don ' t  deserve

any c red i t .  Speedy and I  had the  f ines t  men tha t  ever  went  to  any  schoo l ,

anV t ime. "

I  know somebody e lse  you shou ld  f ind  ou t  someth ing  about - -Ruth  Auger .

Have you /heard  o f /  nerZ  Wel l ,  she  was one o f  the  most  co lo r fu l  mor ta ls

we ever  had,  an  ar t i s t .  She was the  reg is t ra r .  And I  th ink  she may have

been the  f jns t  reg is t ra r ,  I 'm no t  sure .  But  she was qu i te  a  charac ter .  I
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th ink  you migh t  f ind  her  ra ther  in te res t ing .  She le f t  the  schoo l  a  long '

long t ime ago and she is  now dead.  She came down here  fo r  her  hea l th .

I  can st j l l  7 lFemember]  there was a phone in her of f ice.  And Cap, that 's

Dean K idd  ( there  wasn ' t  bu t  one Cap;  the  o ther  one was Dean Pucket t ) ,

Cap 's  o f f i ce  was down here  on  the  o ther  s jde  o f  the  s ta i rwe l l ,  in  the

main  bu i ld ing .  Ruth  Auger  wou ld  s tep  ou t  here  and she wou ld  scream,

"Cap,  Cap,  someone wants  you on  the  phone l "  Cap wou ld  take  down h is  ex-

tens ion  and ta lk  on  the  phone.  I t  never  occur red  to  anybody,  apparent ly ,

to  inves t  the  money to  have a  buzzer  f rom p lace  to  p1ace,  o r  two phones.

HQ:  Now you go  in to  one o f  those o f f i ces  and they ' re  ius t  sur rounded w i th

phones. I t 's  taxpayers '  b lood money.

MQ: And the other th ing I  remember about Ruth Auger too was when I  was in

her  o f f i ce  one day  and th is  boy  came in  and pu t  down ten  do l la rs .  And

she  sa jd ,  "Now jus t  a  m inu te , "  and  she  go t  ou t  a  l i t t l e  index  card  and

marked ' i t  o f f .  He was pay ing  h is  tu i t ion ,  p iecemeal  ,  as  the  sernes ter

went a1ong. The school  was smal l  enough ,  and she knew he would pay

eventua' | ly .  And I  don' t  guess anybody /asked her to account for  the

tu i t ion /  un t i l  the  end o f  the  year ,  and a t  the  end o f  the  year  h is  tu i -

t i on  was  pa id .  I t ' s  a  d i f fe ren t  age .  My ,  i t  was  fun l

She  f jna l l y  took  up  pa in t ing  and  a r t .

We l l ,  she  was  an  a r t i s t .

Yeah ,  p r imar i l y .

I  th ink  her  hea l th  go t  be t te r ,  and the  MYA came a long about  tha t  t ime and

she was pa' id by the governrrrent to paint  a mural  in 0klahoma, in a post

o f f  i  ce .

HQ:  L j ke  the  one  Tom Lea  pa in ted  the re  i n  t he  Federa l  Bu i l d ing .
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S:  In  add ing  to  the  Qu inns '  j n te rv iew,  Mrs .  Qu inn  exp la ined  how The

Prospec tor  and The F lowsheet  ob ta ined the i r  names.  S ince  the  Un ivers i ty

at  that  t ime was the Col lege of  Mines and Metal lurgy,  The Prospec.tor

and The F lowsheet  went  r igh t  a ' long  those l ines .  The Prospec tor  wou ld

go ou t  and ob ta in  news as  a  p rospec tor  wou ld  go  ou t  and ob ta jn  minera ls .

As  fa r  as  The F lowsheet ,  the  f lowsheet  o f  m in ing  is  a  p rocess  by  wh ich

impur i t ies  a re  taken ou t  o f  the  minera ls  tha t  they  are  to  ob ta in .  In

the  sense fo r  the  annua l ,  a l l  the  events  were  exposed in  the  end produc t ,

being the total  events of  the year.
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