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S :

l l ! :

I  not ice everybody ca l ls  you Dr .  Webb,  and even I  have been

ca l l i ng  you  D r .  Webb .

! r | e l l ,  t ha t ' s  j us t  a  cou r tesy  t i t ] e  and  i t  does  no t  ma t t e r  t o  me .

They can ca l l  me anyth ing.  They can ca l l  me "you"  i f  they wanted

to ,  i t  wou ldn ' t  ma t te r  as  fa r  as  tha t  goes ,  j us t  so  they  sa id

"you"  w i th  a  p rope r  sound  o f  respec t  i n  t he i r  vo i ce .

I  f i rs t  saw El  Paso in  1933 when I  was teaching in  San Ange' lo

H igh  Schoo l  and  we  came ou t  he re  to  p lay  a  b i -d i s t r f c t  f oo tba l l

garne,  Eut  I  was only  here one day and I  never  even got  out  here

to the campus,  Al l  I  saw was the downtown area where they had

a parade then the footbal l  game at  E l  Paso High Stadiuf i r  So I

d i ' dn ' t  Ee t  much .  impress ion  o f  E l  Paso  on  tha t  t r i p .  And  I  d idn ' t

see  i t  aga in  un t i l  1945 .  Jus t  a t  t he  end  o f  Wor ' l d  War  I I  t he

chai rman of  the depar tment  of  Modern Languages,  whom I  had known

prev ious l y ,  t e lephoned  me  where  I  was  l i v i ng  i n  San  An ton io  abou t

the 1st  o f  August  and wanted to  know that  now that  the war  was

ove r  f i f l  t r d  s igned  on  w i th  anybody .  And  I  sa id  no ,  and  he

sa id ,  "We l l ,  come  ou t  he re . "  So  I  caugh t  an  a i r p l ane  t he  nex t

day and came out .  He had iust  ar r ived on the campus.  He had

come here f rom Texas Tech.  And when he came in  as chai rman of

the  depar tmen t  t he  P res iden t  me t  h im  and  sa id ,  "You ' re  a  man

shor t . "  So  he  wen t  home and  ca l l ed  me .  I  had  known  h im we l l

f o r  a  number  o f  yea rs .  So  I ' ve  been  he re  eve r  s ince .

We got  here a l i t t le  whi le  before most  of  the men got  out

of  the serv ice,  so we only  had I  th ink 1100 students here on

the  campus  tha t  f i r s t  semes te r ,  and  i n  the  c i t y  t he re  mus t  no t
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have been over  100,000 peop le .  But  then a t  the  beg inn ing  o f

the second semester the f lood hi t  us.  From about a thousand

students the f i rst  semester i t  jumped to about 2,000 in one

semester,  and that 's a pret ty good percentage jump. We started

to have one class fn a sect ion that would correspond about to

4102 now,  hop inE tha t  there  migh t  be  enough to  make i t .  t ^Je l l '

B0  s tudents  s igned up  fo r  i t ,  so  we had to  do  some s t i r r ing

around and get some p' lacement tests ready and al l  of  that .  Then

there's been a steady growth ever s ince. Ups and downs-- i t

hasn' t  heen of  course the same amount every year.  And of  course

I 'm g lad  to  say  tha t  the  pay  has  improved a  l i t t le  b i t  as  t ime

went on unt i l  we got to the stage we are now.

But  the  main  th ing  I  no t ice  bes ides  the  Un ivers i ty  i s  the

way the ci ty has grown. As I  said,  they had probably about

100,000 people when I  came here.  And I 'd been here a few months

and some relat ives came here to v is i t  me and they stayed in

what they ca1 1 the Farnsworth Motel  out  here on Montana. That

was the last  one out,  and t t rat 's  iust  about where Loret to

Shopp ing  Center  i s  now.  And tha t  was  the  las t  one ou t  tha t

way. Where Chelmont and Bassett  Center are now was nothing

hut desertn and out here in the Northeast where they had the

Mountain Park and al  I  that  area out in there where I  used to

go  ou t  i s  ou t  o f  the  c i t y  l im i t s  then .  l - t ' a l  go  ou t  and  my

boys  were  young,  I 'd  teach them how to  d r ive  the  car .  Wou ldn ' t

be  any  t ra f f i c  ou t  thereo  ge t  a l l  those back  roads .  So I ' ve  seen

a lot  of  change here,  And of  course Juarez has grown in some

ways even more rapid than El  Paso has.

2 .
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0h ,  na tu ra l l y  I  wasn t t  a  s t r ange r  t o  t h i s  k i nd  o f  a  c l ima te '

I ' d  l ' i ved ' i n  San  Ange ' l o  f o r  abou t  10  yea rs .  And  wh i l e  t he re ' s

no t  as  much  wes te rn  as  th i s ,  a t  l ' eas t  i t ' s  on  the  way .  And

they have the western atmosphere in some ways more there than

they do here,  because here they began to get  the b ig c i ty

a tmosphere ,  And  San  Ange ' l o  be ing  sma l  l e r  i s  s t i l  I  k i nd  o f  a

cowtown even though i t  has about  50,000 people now.

So I 've ieen about  12 or '  14 pres idents come and go here at

the  Un ive rs i t y  s ince  I ' ve  been  he re ,  coun t i ng  ac t i ng  p res iden ts ,

i n te r im  p res iden ts  and  a l l  o f  t ha t .  Someone  asked  me  one  day ,

"How do  you  th ink  you ' l ' l  ge t  a long  w i th  a  new p res iden t? "  I

sa r ' d ,  "We l l ,  f  ' ve  se rved  under  abou t  a  dozen  a ' l r eady  and  I  go t

a l onE  p re t t y  we l l  w i t h  a l I  o f  t hem.  I 'm  no t  pa r t i cu l a r ' l y  wo r r i ed . "

Bu t  I  t h ink  tha t  t ak ing  i t  by  and  l a rge ,  I ' ve  neve r  l i ved

anyp lace  I ' nve  enJoyed  l i v i ng  as  much  as  I  have  E l  Paso .

I  was  l ook inE  th rough  some o f  t he  o ld  ca ta logs  and  they  don ' t  /  have

too  many  Span ish  su rnamed  s tuden ts .  They  had  a  l a rge r  number

than I  thought ,

Yeah,  they lve a lways had a 
' large 

number.

Th i s  has  i nc reased  qu i te  a  l o t?

Yes ,  I  t h ink  i t ' s  i nc reased  ma in l y  because  peop le  f rom Sou th  E l

Paso that  former ly  were unable to  go to  school  when they got  out

o f  h igh  schoo l ,  t h rough  gove rnmen t  g ran ts  and  o the r  a ids  and  a l so

through improvement  in  fami ly  income,  there are more of  them able

to  a t tend  now than  used  to  be ,  wh ich  I  t h ink  i s  a  ve ry  hea ' l t hy

thr 'ng.  Because r ight  a f ter  the war  and I  came here,  there were

so  many  peop le ' l i v i ng  i n  Sou th  E l  Paso  t ha t  j us t  ba re l y  cou ld

J .
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surv ive and t .hey d idn ' t  have any money to  pay to  send the

k ids  to  schoq l l  .  And  the  number  o f  scho la rsh ips  and  th ings

were ext remely I  imi ted then.  They 've increased a lo t  s ince

then and wetve seen the af fect  o f  i t .  And then I  th ink I

have to  admi t  that  when I  f i rs t  came here,  s tudents f rom

Span ish -speak ing  fam i l i es  down  in  the  schoo ls  i n  t hose  a reas ,

the  k ids  wou ld  come to  schoo l ,  t o  s ta r t  schoo l ,  unab le  to

ta l k  Eng ' l i sh  a t  a l l .  Cou rse  t he re ' s  s t i l l  some  tha t  do ,  bu t

i t  used  to  be  a  ve ry ' l a rge  number .  And  I  a t t r i bu te  f t na t  t o - l  t he

te lev is ion as much as anyth ing e lse,  and so l l^ rhen]  t f rey

come to  schoo l  t hey  can  a l l  t a l k  some Eng l i sh  now.  I  haven ' t

seen  one - - th i s  i s  when  I  v i s i t ed  schoo ls - - I  haven ' t  seen  one

in  a  l ong  t ime  t ha t  cou ldn ' t  t a l k  a  l i t t l e  Eng l i sh .

Tha t ' s  t r ue ,  even  j us t  a  l i t t l e .

And  mayhe  a  te lev i s ion  o r  maybe  jus t  genera l  l eve l  o f  educa t i on .

I  b .e l ieve the genera l  level  o f  educat ion f rom the bot tom to

the  top .  t i ' l e l l ,  t he  top  may  no t  have  gone  up  any ,  bu t  I  t h ink

the bot tom par t  has come up a good deal  .  And to me that 's

p re t t y  encourag ing .  A  l o t  o f  peop le  ta l k  abou t  i t ,  bu t  I  t h ink

eve r^ybody rs  en t i t l ed  to  a t  l eas t  a  modera te  educa t i on .

Span i  sh

A

S:

W:

Now you  were  ta l k inE  to  us  one  day  i n  c lass  abou t  t he

Honorary Society .

Yes,  we have an honorary soc iety  here that 's  nat ional I t  was

f o rmed  a t  t he  Un ive rs i t y  o f  Ca l i f o rn ia ,  oh ,  some 40  yea rs  ago .

I t ' s  ca l l ed  S igma De l ta  P i ,  t hose  a re  the  Greek  l e t t e rs  f t

s tands for ,  And over  the country  there must  be 150 co l ' leges

and  un i ve rs i t i es  tha t  have  chap te rs ,  so  i t ' s  na t i onw ide .  You

have  to  have  abou t  2 .8  ave rage  i n  eve ry th ing  and  abou t  a  3 .0



l , r l i ' l1 iam F" tdehb

average in  a l l  Spanish courses,  and then you have to  be

enro l l ed  i n  advanced  cou rses .  You  can ' t  j us t  ge t  i n  when

you  ge t  ou t  o f  3201 .  I t ' s  no t  a  soc ia l  o rgan iza t i on  a t

a l l .  And many people never  come to a meet ing except  the one

they  ge t  i n i t i a ted ,  hu t  t ha t ' s  a l l  r i gh t ,  t hey  have  the  r i gh t

to  wear  the but ton.  And some people wonder  why I  bother

w i th  i t ,  bu t  many  t imes  when  you  app ly  fo r  a  j ob  w i th  any

company ,  t hey '11  have  a  p lace  to  pu t  any  scho las t i c  honors

you may have received.  And so i f  you had that  there and

someone  e l se  app l i ed  tha t  had  app rox ima te l y  equa l  qua ' l i f i ca t i ons

and  d idn ' t  have  i t ,  t hen  you  m igh t  ge t  t he  j ob .  So ,  i t ' s

wor thwh i l e .

Now,  you r re  ta l k ing  abou t  t he  pas t  p res iden ts .  D id  you  come

in  con tac t  w i th  any  o f  t he  pas t  pnes iden ts  c ' l ose l y  a t  a l l ?

0h ,  I ' ve  known  them a l l  p re t t y  we l l .  When  I  came he re ,  D r .

l , l iEg ins was pres ident  and he la ter  went  up to  Texas Tech,

and  then  he  f i na l l y ' l e f t  Texas  Tech  and  became p res iden t  o f

a  bank  up  the re ,  and  he  has  s ince  re t i r ed  f rom tha t .  Then

a f te r  an  ac t i ng  p res iden t  f o r  a  wh i l e ,  t hey  b rough t  i n  a  man

named  E lk ins ,  who  i s  now p res iden t  o f  t he  Un ive rs i t y  o f

Mary land .  He  was  i n  some ways  the  mos t  b r i l l i an t  man  we  eve r

had.  He was a Phi  Beta Kappa f rom the Univers i ty  o f  Texas,

p res iden t  o f  t he  s tuden t  body ,  a  Ph .D .  f rom Ox fo rd  i n  Eng land - -

he  was  a  Rhodes  scho la r - -and  he  was  cap ta i r r  o f  t he  baske tba l l

t eam and  a l ' l - con fe rence  qua r te rback  i n  f oo tba l l .  He  was  qu i te

a man,  And then he was fo l lowed by another  act ing pres ident

5 .
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or two, and t,hen they brought in a man named Holcomb from

Texas Tech.  t te 'd  been a dean at  Texas Tech.  He only  s tayed

here a couple of  years and he got  a  bet ter  pay ing iob wi th

the gas company.

Then they had another  in tervening pres ident  or  two '  and

Dr.  Smi ley came here for  the f i rs t  t ime.  Then he le f t  to  become

pres iden t  o f  t he  ma in  un i ve rs i t y  i n  Aus t i n ,  and  fnom the re

he went  to  the Univers i ty  o f  Colorado.  And Colorado got  to

having an awfu l  lo t  o f  t roub ' le .  They were what  you might  say

just  ovemun for  two or  th . ree years wi th  what  we cal l  h ipp ies,

and that  was rather  amusing.  Somebody on the west  coast ,  some

kind of  a  person they considered a prophet  prophesied there

was  go ing  to  be  a  te r r i b le  des t ruc t i on  o f  ea r thquakes  a l l  ove r

the  wor ld  and  the  on l y  sa fe  p ' l ace  wou ld  be  e i t he r  i n  T ibe t

o r  i n  t he  moun ta ins  o f  Co lo rado .  So  they  cou ldn ' t  go  to

f ibet  and they iust  a l l  swarmed in  there.  And so then when

he  had  a  chance  to  come back  he re ,  t hough ,  he 'd  j us t  come

back  and  s tay  un t i l  he  go t  ready  to  qu i t  be ing  admin i s t ra to r ,

wh ich ,  as  you  know,  happened  th i s  f a l l .  He  dec ided  tha t  he  had

enough .  And  he  s ta r ted  ou t  a  p ro fesso r  and  dec ided  he 'd  go

back  to  be ing  a  p ro fesso r .  They  they  b rough t  i n  D r .  Temp le ton '

whom I ' ve  j us t  me t ,  I  don ' t  know h im as  we l l  as  the  res t  o f

them ye t .  Bu t  a l l  t he  res t  o f  t hem,  I ' ve  known  ' em.

So ,  wh ich  one  made  the  b igges t  fmpress ion  on  you?

l ^ Ie l1 ,  I ' d  p robab ly  have  to  say  Dr .  E l k ins ,  because  I  know h im

bet ter  and I 'd  known h im before he ever  came here.

We l l ,  you ' r e  f r om the  Un i ve rs i t y  o f  Texas  a t  Aus t i n ,  a ren ' t  you?

6 .

S :

tf:

S :



I,{ i ' ]1 ].am F. I^le.bh

Yeah.  And then when I  was in  San Angelo I  was one of  these

k ind  o f  a  hyb r ids .  They  had  a  h igh  schoo l ,  and  r i gh t  ac ross

the  s t ree t  was  the  j un io r  co l l ege ,  and  the  j un io r  co l l ege  was

par t  o f  the school  system. And I  was one of  severa l  that

were hyhr ids,  we'd teach back and for th  between the two.  Then

they  b rough t  D r .  E l k ins  the re  as  p res iden t  o f  t ha t  i un io r  co l l ege

jus t  be fo re  the  war  s ta r ted ,  so  I  d idn t t  have  much  assoc ia t i on

wi th h im then befone the vvar  came on.  So I 've seen a lo t  o f

'em. I  know jus: t  before Dr .  E ' lk ins went  to  l ' la ry land '  I  met

h . im  one  day  and  he  sa id ,  " I  d idn ' t  espec ia l l y  wan t  t o  go  to

Mary land  r i gh . t  now,  bu t , "  he  sa id ,  " t hey  o f fe red  me  $10 ,000

do l l a rs  a  yea r  more  than  I  was  ge t t i ng  he re .  Tha t ' s  a  p re t t y

good  ra i se  to  tu rn  down . "

So,  when y 'ou f i rs t  came here was in  1945?

7945 ,  r iEh t  a t  t he  end  o f  t . l o r l d  War  I I .

Wha t  k ind  o f  e f fec t  wou ld  you  say  Wor ld  War  I I  had  on  th i s

un i ve rs i t y ,  i f  any?

We l1 ,  l i ke  i n  so  many  schoo l s ,  a l l  I  can  say  abou t  du r i ng  Wor l d

War I ' I  is  the enro l lment  went  way down because most  of  the men

were in  uni form,  and about  the l -on]y  men that - /  were here,  so the o ldt imers

to ld  me ,  were  the  4 -Fs  and  peop le  l i ke  tha t .  Eu t  t hen  when

the  G . I ' . s  go t  ou t  and  s ta r ted  coming  to  schoo l ,  I  wou ld  say  the

ef fect  ther .e was Very goOd.  I  know for  four  or  f ive semesters

in  a  row  the  G . I .  g roup  had  the  h ighes t  scho las t i c  ave rage  on

the campus.  See,  theyrd grown up and they knew thei r  t ime was

l im i t ed ,  t hey  had  t o  ge t  ou t  and  make  a ' l i v i ng .  So  t hey  we ren ' t
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was t ing  any  t ime .  They  d idn  t t  ca re  any th ing  abou t  soc ia l

a f fa i rs ,  they were here to  get  the i r  educat ion and get  out .

Mos t  o f  t hem,  by  tha t  t ime ,  had  fam i ' l i es  to  suppor t .

I  remember I  p icked up one boy over  on the other  s ide

of  town On the way to  school  one morning,  and we were inquis i t ive

about  a l l  o f  them, they were new.  And I  sa id,  " t^ le l l ,  when

you were here before the war ,  what  k ind of  grades you make?"

He  sa id ,  " 0h ,  I  made  Ds  and  Fs . "  I  sa i d ,  "Now?"  He  sa id '

"As  and  &s , "  I  sa i d ,  "Wha t ' s  t he  d i f f e rence? "  Sa id ,  " t , ' | e l 1 ,

hefore the war  I  was spendfng Dad's  money and I  was t ry ing

to  make  the  r i gh t  f ra te rn i t y  and  have  a  good  t ime . "  I  sa ! ,

"How 's  i t  now?"  H ,e  sa id ,  "He l l ,  I  go t  t o  make  a  l i v i ng  now . "

(Chuck les )  " I ' ve  go t  a  w i fe  and  baby  to  suppor t . "  So  th ings

had chanEed, And they were more mature and they knew what

they  wan ted .  And  you  d idn ' t  have  any  t roub le  w i th  them cu t t i ng

c lass  ' cause  they  knew wha t  t hey  wan ted .  I f  t hey  go t  i n  t he

c lass  sone  i ns t ruc to r  t ha t  had  the  hab i t  o f  be ing  absen t  a  l o t ,

they 'd compla in ahout  h. im.  They knew they had to  have i t .

They  had  to  ge t  ou t  and  make  a  l i v i ng .

I  |wou ldJ  eS t ima te  tha t  ha l f  o f  t he  l awyers  j n  E l  Paso

tha t  a re  under  50  I ' ve  had  i n  c lass  up  he re  one  t ime  o r

ano the r ,  and  a  l a rEe  number  o f  t he  doc to rs ,  ' cause  so  many  o f

them were  G . I ,  s tuden ts  r i gh t  a f te r  t he  war .  Rea11y ,  I  en joyed

hav ing  them,  They  were  an  i n te l l i gen t  g roup  and  a  se r ious  g roup .

Can you remember any in  par t icu lar  that  you d id teach?

0h,  a lo t  o f  them. Probab. ly ,  one of  the outs tanding T lnes- /

r " i gh t  now wou ld  b .e  Judge  Bob  Schu l te  o f  t he  d i s t r i c t  j udges

B.
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down he re .  He  was  one  o f  ou r  ea r l y  G . I .  s tuden ts  and  one

of  the nest .  And there are severa l  that  are teaching here

on  the  campus  tha t  I  had  then ,  l i ke  Dr .  Tappan  in  ou r  depar tmen t .

When  he  f i r s t  came back ,  he  l acked  a  l i t t l e  b i t  o f  f f n i sh ing

h is  deg ree ,  and  P ro fesso r  Eamon  in  the  Eng l i sh  Depar tmen t .  And

ftnere arel quite a number of them on the campus that were

in  tha t  s tage  were  G . I .  s tuden ts  were  i us t  f i n i sh ing  up .  So

I ' t h i nk  t he  6 . I .  E i l l ,  i n  sp i t e  o f  some  o f  t he  abuses  t ha t

some peop le  gave - -you  know,  peop le  w i l l  abuse  any th ing - - I  t h ink

i t ' s  one  o f  t he  f i nes t  t h i ngs  t he  na t i on  eve r  d i d .  Mos t  o f

the  l eaders  i n  E l  Paso  today  were  G . I .  s tuden ts  e i t he r  he re  o r

somewhere e lse r ight  a f ter  the war ,  and some of  them never

wou ld  have  go t ten  an  educa t i on  w i thou t  i t .

I f  i t  hadn ' t  been  fo r  t ha t r  1 l€s .  I  can  imag ine .

I  remember  one  g radua t ion  wh i l e  D r .  E l k ins  was  p res iden t .  See ,

j n  so  many  cases  the  boy ,  man ,  wou ld  go  to  schoo l  and  h i s  w i fe

wou ld  ge t  a  j ob .  And  be fo re  Dr .  E l k ins  s ta r ted  hand ing  ou t

d ip lomas ,  he  sa id ,  "F i r s t  l e t  me  o f fe r  a  t r i bu te  to  the  w ives

o f  many  o f  t hese  g radua tes ,  w i thou t  whom they  wou ldn ' t  have

made  i t  , ' n

I t ' . s  so  t rue  .

I t  i s  so  t rue .  And  ano the r  I  t h ink  o f  i s

the of f ic ia ' ls  o f  KTSM, a l though I  'd  known

when he was a newspaper  wr i ter  over  in  San

b.een qui^ te a lo t  o f  them.

So then I  would imagine you 've seen qui te

come and go a l  so,

John Phel  an, one of

him before the war

Ange' lo.  So there have
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0h,  I '1 . |  say.  I  Euess when I  came here the f i rs t  year  there

must  not  have been over  40 or  50 facul ty  members,  and look

how many there are now.  And there have been a lo t  re t f rements '

a  l o t  o f  peop le  l eave  fo r  va r i ous  reasons .  Bu t  I  guess  i n  27

years ,  t ha t ' s  how long  I ' ve  been  he re ,  you  expec t  t o  see  changes .

And  heg inn ing  th i s  May  the  31s t ,  t hey ' l l  see  me  change .

0h ,  you ' r e  l eav inE  t he  31s t?

I 'm  re t i r l ' nE  on  May  the  31s t .  I ' ve  had  27  yea rs  he re ,  and

a l toge the r  i n  t h i s  s ta te  43  yea rs  o f  i t ,  and  I  t h ink  tha t ' s

enough"

Th .a t ' s  a  l ong  t ime ,

And  I  wan t  t o  qu i t  wh i l e  I 'm  no t  i n  a  whee l cha i r  wh i l e  I  can

en joy  i t .

Yeso  r iEh t ,  abso lu te l y .

0h ,  I 'm  go tnE  to  ma in ta ' i n  my  connec t i on  w i th  the  campus .  As

you  know,  we  have  a  c red i t  un ion  he re  wh ich  I 'm  p res iden t  o f '

and  I ' expec t  t o  con t i nue  t o  wo rk  w i t h  i t ,  I f  no th i ng  e l sen

two  th inEs ,  i t ' l l  g i ve  me  someth jng  to  do ,  and  bes ides ,  I  own

a good many shares in  i t  and I  want  to  see that  they ' re  taken

ca re  o f  r i gh t .

R igh t r  so  D r .  McNee l y  t e l l s  me .  I  don ' t  t h i nk  I ' ve  t o l d  you ,

bu t  I 'm  work inE  fo r  D r .  McNee ly .

Yeah ,  I  knsw Dr .  McNee ly .

He was very happy that  I  was going to  in terv iew you.

Yeah,  I  met  h im when he f i rs t  came here.  A lso,  I  met  h is

w i fe .  She  was  a  ve ry  n i ce  Person .

Yes ,  I ' ve  me t  he r ,  t oo .  Now,  one  o f  t he  facu l t y  members  who

Ie f t  recen t l y  was  Dr .  Po r te r .
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Yes,  Dr .  Por te r  was  a  good f r iend  o f  mine .  He came here

ear l ie r  than I  d id ,  bu t  I  knew h im qu ' i te  we l l  wh ' i le  he  was

heren  and  I  s t i l l  see  h im occas iona l l y .  Dr .  Por te r  i s  a

h igh ly  cu l tu red ,  educated  gent leman,  and he  vvas  a  marve lous

lec turer .  You ever  have a  c lass  w i th  h im?

No,  I 'm  a f ra id  no t .  I  never  d id  have .

Wel l ,  he  was a  marve lous  lec tu rer .  He d idn ' t  lec tu re  f rom

notes ,  and when the  be l l  rang to  s ta r t  the  c lass  he 'd  s tep  in

the door.  lectur ing.  When the bel l  rang at  the end of  the

c lass  he 'd  say  h is  las t  sen tence and s tep  ou t  the  door .

We l1 ,  I  saw h im a t  a  Wes te rner ' s  meet inE ,  i t ' s  so r t  o f  a

h is to r ica l  g roup,  and I  was  ta lk ing  to  h im and he  spoke to

me about you and that he was also a member of  that  Spanish

Honorary Socr 'ety,

/nes], There were several others we made honorary members--

we l l ,  l i ke  Dr .  T immons is  one.  Th .ere  are  qu i te  a  number  o f

them l i ke  tha t  have in te res t  in  Span ish  or  Span ish  Amer ican

af fa i rs  tha t  we 've  made honorary  members .  But  I 'm the  on ly

one in the department,  other than some of the younger ones,

that didn' t  have to be made an honoarary member or in i t iated

after I  got  here" I  was a member at  the Universi ty of  Texas.

When they f i rst  started, I  was a charter member of  the charter

there when i t  was iust  get t ing organized al l  over the country.

S-o I  th ink i t ts a Eood thing, the honor society.  I , , le have other

honor  soc i 'e t ies  on  the  campus,  bu t  S igma De l ta  P i  i s  the  o ldes t

nat ional  honor society on the campus. There are several  others

now'n and any of  them are ryeptfuy1hi le.

11 .

W:

S :

W:

S :

lil:



Wi']1 i  am F. Web-b

S:

I 'm sure you miEht have seen another t rend here in the

Univers i ty ,  as  fa r  as  the  f ra te rn i t ies  and the  soro f i t ies .

Wel l ,  I ' d  say  wh i ' le  the  f ra te rn i t ies  and soror i t ies  a re  s t i l l

he re ,  I  don ' t  be l ieve  they  have  as  much . . .we l1 r  J lou  don ' t

not ice them as much as they used to,  part ly because the campus

h.as gotten so large and so the percentage of  people that  be' long

to  those is  no t  as  la rge  as  i t  used to  be .

Do you fee l  i t ' s  tha t ,  because even the  Un ivers i ty  a t  Aus t in

is  fa i r l y  la rge .  How is  the  s i tua t ion  over  there?

l i le ' l ' l  ,  their  f raterni t ies are pret ty powerful  there.  I  never

was a  f ra te rn i ty  man.  When I  was  go ing  to  sch .oo l  ,  I  d idn ' t

have enouEh money to  be .  0h ,  I  d id  have a  number  o f  b ids ,  bu t

l recause I  had an uncle who v ' tas a professor there,  and anybody

that was related to a facul ty member was usual ly bid by one

of the f raterni t ies,  But I  knevl  I  d idn' t  have the money to go

- . . Id idn ' thavea ] ] thehe lps theyhavenow. Ihad

to  make  i t  o r  e l se .

S: Even now I  am a member of  a c lub here,  not a f raterni ty,  and

i t ' s  hard  Eet t ing  memhers  coming in .  I t ' s  ius t  the  genera ' l

mood of  th.e students here.

hlr  lde1l ,  i t 's  a lways been that to some degree. Since the major i ty

of  our students are f rom El Paso, they have too many of  their

own interests to give a ' |1 of  their  t ime to campus af fa i rs.  Down

at Aust in most of  the students are f rom out of  town and so they

are more highly interested in campus af fa i rs than they are here,

wh ich  is  one o f  those na tura l  th ings .  Then r igh t  now I  th ink

peop le  a re  less  in te res ted  in  s t r i c t l y  the  soc ia l  s ide  than they

used to be. Even some we consider far-outs,  theY're interested

t2 .

S :

W:

trl :



tdl'l I i'am P. l,.Jenh

in  the far  out  s tuf f  more than they are the soct la l  a f fa i rs .

And we have an awfu l  lo t  o f  people here,  yet  they haven' t

Eo t  t ime  t o  f oo l  w i t h .  i t .  I t ' s  a l 1  r i gh t ,  i t ' s  a  good  t h i ng

i f  you can af ford i t ,  and they do have some benef i ts .  But

a person that  has to  work hard for  everyth inE he 's  got ,

whe the r  i t ' s  wo r th  wha t  he  pu ts  i n ,  I  don ' t  know.

Now,  d id  you  know Dr .  Sonn ichsen  p re t t y  we l l ?

Yes ,  I  go t  t o  know Dr .  Sonn ichsen  p re t t y  we l l .  f t J  used  to

have  an  o f f i ce  on  the  game f l oo r  w i th  h im  ove r  i n  O ld  Ma in .

He was one of fr 'rst people I met when I came to the campus.

And  I  t hough t  a  l o t  o f  D r .  Sonn ichsen ,  and  I  s t i l l  do ,  i n  f ac t '

I  thouEht  he was one of  the real  assets the campus had.  And

personal ly  I  th ink they should never  have le t  h im ret i re .  even f i t l

he hadn' t  taugh. t  a  c lass,  they sh.ould have kept  h im on just

for  the pnest ige,

We have taped Dr.  Sonnichsen

0h ,  good .

And he is pret ty inte.rest ing.  You know that he's in Ar izona

r igh t  now.

Yeah. 0h, I  knew them al l  pret ty wel l I  knew the Dean of

Eng inee r ing ,  Dean  Thomas ;  and  the  head  o f  wha t  was  then  the

Min ing  Schoo l , -h iS  name WaS Graham.  And  the  Dean  o f  wha t ' s  now

Libera l  Ar ts  was a man named Pucket t ,  he was a tough boy.  I

rememb.er  one t ime when we were having examinat ions la te in

January,  just  before examinat ions s tar ted he phoned me in  the

of f ice one day ancl  he sa id,  "Has / -so-and-soJ been coming to

c l ass  s i nce  Ch r i s tmas  ho l i days? "  I  sa i d ,  "No ,  I  haven ' t  seen

h im . "  He  sa id ,  "Wa i t .  a  m inu te . "  And  I  hea rd  h im  tu rn  t o  t he
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boy  and  he  sa id ,  ' , you  t o l d  [ €  you ,d  been  go ing  t o  c l ass r  d i dn , t  you? "

And he came back and he.  sa id,  " 'F fe ' 's  dropped."  sa id he caught  h im in

a  l i e  r i gh t  t hene  i n  h i s  o f f i ce ,  and  I  hadn ' t  seen  s i nce  t he  ho l i days ,

he  hadn ' t  b .een  back .  Course  the  good  o ld  gen t l eman  i s  dead  now.

l^ le  h.ave some photoEr.aphs of  h i rn  at  the univers i ty  arch ives

here .

h le l l '  t he re ' s  pho toEraphs  on  the  second  f l oo r  o f  t he  admin i s t ra t i on

bu i l d i ng ,  because  he  was  an  ac t i ng  p res iden t  a t  one  t ime .  0h ,

there have been some good men on th is  campus that  have come and

gone  s ince  I ' ve  been  he re ,  and  i t  i r r i t a tes  me  beyond  measure

to hear  people ta lk  ab.outn imply ,  that  we have a second rate

schoo l ,  l i ke  you  hea r  down town .  I  don ' t  ag ree  w i th  tha t .  The

th inEs  they  comp la in  abou t ,  o the r  schoo ls  have  the  same as  we

do .  And  I  w i l l  say  th i s ,  l v i t h  t he  mushrooming  en ro l lmen t  p robab ly

we've got  more of  the poor  s tudents than we used to have.  But

f ' l l  t ake  my  good  s tuden ts ,  t han  means  my  A  and  B  s tuden ts ,  and

I ' 11  pu t  t hem up  aga ins t  anybody ' s  f rom any  schoo l .  I  t h ink

they ' re  Just  as good as they ever  were.  But  there are more of  the

had  ones .  When  you  have  so  many  tha t ' s  i nev i tab le .

And when some of  these campus d is turbances [were]  go jnq on,  they

[wer"e] .main ' ly  put  up by outs idersn you know. And seveiat  t imes

they 'd  [be ]  Qo ing  on ,  I ' d  have  a  fu l l  c l ass  a t tendance ,  nobody 'd

be  ou t ,  d f l d  t hey 'd  be  ca r ry ing  on  j us t  ou ts ide  the  w indow.  And

the  newspapers ,  o f  counse ,  exaggera te ,  One  t ime  they  had  a  
' l i t t l e

Protest  meet ing [on]  the other  s ide of  the Union b.y  some of  the

h lack  s tuden ts r  and  I  passed  by  j us t  t o  see  wha t  was  go ing  on ,

and there may haye been 50 students there and most of those were

jus t  cu r i os i t y  seeke rs ,  I  wen t  on  and  go t  i n  my  ca r  and  s ta r ted
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home and  tu rned  on  the  rad ion  and  the  rad io  sa id ,  "21000

s tuden ts  r i o t i ng  on  the  Un ive rs i t y  campus . "  They  weren ' t

r i o t i ng  a t  a l l .  The re  weren ( t  bu t  50  to  s ta r t  w i th .  And

when they see a l l  the crowd,  I  know how students are and how

I  d id  when  I  was  a  s tuden t ,  come a round  and  see  wha t ' s

happen ing ,  cu r i os i t y ,

You  know i t  i s  b .ad ,  because  the  newspaper  does  tend  to  g i ve  a . . .

They  ove r . . . t hey  exaggera te  i t .

And  l i ke  you  say ,  down town  peop le  do  th ink  tha t  t he  peop le  a re

ge t t i ng  bu rned  ou t  he re .

Yeah,  they do.

Tha t  t he  bu i l d i ngs -a re  be ing  he ld  a t  gunpo in t  o r  such

And  they  say ,  "0h ,  t hey l re  j us t  a  bunch  o f  a the i s t s  on  the

campus,"  I  would say th . ree- four ths of  the facul ty  are very act ive

church members,  a t  least  three- four ths of  them, maybe more than

that .  But  you know, when you have th is  many,  as many as we do '

there are bound to be a few bad ones.  Anyt ime you get  a  large

g roup  you  have  a  few  bad  o r res ,  i us t  l i ke  you ' ve  hea rd  me  say  i n

c lass  one  t ime ,  t he re  was  one  ro t ten  app le  i n  t he  12  Apos t l es .

R igh t .  Even  the re .

Even  the re .  And  i t  i sn ' t  f a i r  t o  j udge  the  who le  campus  by  a

few . , .we l l ,  use  t he  wo rd  nu t s .  I t ' s  no t  f a i r  t o  j udge  t he  who le

campus  by  a  few  l i ke  them,  I  ce r ta in l y  don t t  j udge  my  c ' l asses

by a few F students.  But  when a s tudent  tends to  h is  bus iness

and  passes  h i s  cou rses  and  works  ha rd ,  t ha t ' s  no t  news .  He  goes

ou t  and  ge ts  i n  t roub le ,  t ha t ' s  news .  And  I  t h ink  tha t  t he

ma jo r i t y  o f  ou r  s tuden ts  a re  p re t t y  se r i ous  m inded .  I  know these
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27 years I 've heen here h.ave been very happy years, I  feel

a  l i t t l e  b i t  dep ressed  a t  t he  i dea  o f  qu i t t i ng ,  bu t  i t , s  one  o f

those th ings that  has to  come sooner  or  la ter .

l , r lhat  do you p lan to  do af terwards besides being act ive wi th

y,our  credi t  un ion ?

t i l e l l ,  t he rd ' s  a  ]o t  o f  t h ings  I  wan t  t o  do .  My  w i fe  and  I  have

so  many  th inEs  p lanned  t_ t J  don ' t  know when  I ' . | 1  ge t  t hem a l ' l

done"  See,  my chi ldren are grown and on the i r  own,  my home is

pa id  fo r ,  and  the re ' s  no  reason  why  we  can ' t  do  a  few  th ings

we want  to .  And there won' t  be any pressure.  I f  we don' t  want

to  go  today ,  v le  won ' t  go .  And  i f  we  wan t  t o  go  i us t  ove rn igh t ,

say  i f  I  wan t  t o  go  to  Aus t i n  and  see  a  foo tba l l  game,  I ' l l  90 ,

t f  I  wan t  t o  go  to  Mex ico  C i t y  and  spend  a  mon th ,  I ' l l  do  i t - -

whi ch I '1 I probab.ly do before I ong .

Soak up some of  that  sun down there.

0h ,  I  l ove  Mex ico  C i t y .  And  I  have  re la t i ves  i n  Canada ,  we ' l l

he  v i s i t i ng  those .  I  don ' t  have  too  much  des i re  to  go  to  Eu rope .

I  m igh t  somet ime ,  I  don ' t  have  too  much  des i re  to  do  tha t .  I

used  t o  t h i nk  I t d  l i ke  t o  go  t o  l r e l and ,  bu t  w i t h  a l l  t he  t h i ngs

go ing  on  ove r  t he re  now ,  I  t h i nk  I ' l l  wa i t  a  wh i l e .  You  m igh t

get  shot  i f  you go over  there now.
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