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l n ta ry iewed by  t rav id  Sa lazar  and Mi ld red  Torok
F e b r u a r y  2 7 ,  \ 9 7 3

Mr .  Moses ,  can  you  te l l  us  a  l i t t l e  b i t  abou t  you r  backg round ,  such  as

you r  f o l ks ,  i us t  a ' l i t t l e  abou t  you rse l f  Jus t  t o  s t a r t  us  o f f ?

I  was born in  Kentucky and went  to  school  up there about  through jun ior

co1 lege .  And  then  I  wen t  t o  Co lumb ia  Un ive rs i t y  i n  New York ,  t ook  a

Bache lo r ' s  a t  Co lumb ia  Co l l ege  and  Mas te r ' s  a t  Co lumb ia  Un i ve rs i t y ,  t hen

came to  the  Un ive rs i t y  o f  Texas  a t  Aus t i n  t o  teach  Eng ' l i sh .  I  t augh t  t he re

th ree  yea rs ,1924  to  1927 ,  and  then  came wes t  t o  g row up  w i th  the  Co1 ' l ege

o f  M ines .

Can  you  t e l 1  us  a ' l i t t l e  abou t  you r  f am i l y ,  you r  pa ren t s?

hle1] ,  my fa ther  and my mother  were farmers of  a  long generat ion of  farmers.

They  g rew up  w i th  ve ry  l i t t l e  educa t i on ,  o f  cou rse ,  l i ke  mos t  f a rmers  o f

the i r  day  and  t ime .  They  were  a lways  amb i t i ous  fo r  t hd i r  f a i r -ha i red  son

to  ge t  ahead  in  the  wor ld ,  and  they  f i gu red  tha t  educa t i on  was  one  o f  t he

ways  to  ge t  ahead .  Bu t  t hey  cou ldn ' t  do  any th ing  abou t  i t ,  so  he  had  to

do  i t  f o r  h imse l f .

T:  So your re  a  se l f -made man,  educated .

M: For better or for  worse.

T :  l ' l e1  I  ,  i t ' s  de f ine t ly  fo r  be t te r .

M:  They  gave me the  s ta r t  and I  f in ished the  job .

T:  When did you come out to Texas f i rst?

M:  T0 th is  par t  o f  Texas?

T:  No ,  to  Aus t in ,  Texas .

M:  T0  Aus t in?  1924 .

T: And what were you doing in Aust in before you came to UTEP?

le t t  I  was  teach ing ,  I  was  an  ins t ruc to r  in  Eng l ish  a t  the  main  Un ivers i ty  in

Aust in .  And i t  was  a  ra ther  in te res t ing  1 i t t1e  s to ry .  I  acc identa l l y

S :

M :



Denny l4oses

drew a s tudent ,  anonJdnously- - the inst ructorsr  names were not  on the

schedu le - -bu t  I  acc iden ta l ] y  go t  a  young ' l ady  i n  my  c ' l ass ,  f reshman

c ]ass ,  who  was  th ree  o r  f ou r  yea rs  o , l de r  t han  the  ave rage  s tuden t .

She's  f rom Weather  Ford,  Texas up near  For t  Worth.  And i t  turned

ou t  t ha t  she  and  I  l i ke  each  o the r  a l l  r i gh t ,  and  a f te r  t he  cou rse

was  ove r ,  she  came to  me  and  sa id ,  "You  know,  I  am f i r s t  cous in  to

the Di rector  o f  P lacement  and my cousin te l ls  me that  she has a job

open ing  and  wan ted  to  know i f  you  wou ' l d  be  i n te res ted?"  So  I  sa id ,

" I  don ' t  t h i nk  so . "  And  so  t h i s  g i r l  came  back  a  week  o r  so  l a te r

and  sa id ,  "The  j ob  i s  s t i l l  open ,  a re  you  i n te res ted  now?"  "0h ,

wha t  i s  i t ? "  She  to ld  me .  I t  was  the  f i r s t  t ime  I  knew tha t  t he

Col lege was being expanded that  year .  Pr ior  to  1927,  there had been

for  severa ' l  years a min ing school  which admi t ted a few women and

others who wanted to  take just  a  course or  two of  academic work,  and

the  res t  o f  i t  was  EnE inee r i ng ,  espec ia l l y  M in i ng  Eng inee r i ng ,  unde r

the  d i rec t i on  o f  Dean  K idd ,  John  W.  K idd .  And  then  the re  was  j un io r

co l l ege  on  the  top  f l oo r  o f  E l  Paso  H igh  Schoo ' I .  The  c i t y  f a the rs  o f

E l  Paso  dec tded  tha t  t hey  d idn ' t  wan t  t o  keep  up  tha t  ex t ra  expense

o f  hav ing  a  j un io r  co ]1ege ,  so  t hey  dec ided  t o  dump  i t .  And  t he  s ta te

ve ry  g rac ious l y  o f fe red  to  l e t  t he  Co l l ege  o f  M ines  expand  the  academic

depar tment  for  two years,  g ive two years of  credi ted work in  academic

subjects .  So about  f9 i l  or  someth ing l ike that ,  inst ructors f rom the

jun io r  co l l ege  came ove r  t o  M ines .

T :  Bu t  you  weren t t  one  o f  t hem o f  cou rse?

M:  No ,  no  I  was  no t  t he re ,  I ' d  neve r  been  to  E l  Paso .  And  a  p ro fesso r  i n

the  j un io r  co l ' l ege  became the  head  o f  t he  schoo l ,  t he  ac tua l  head  o f

the  schoo l .  He  d id  the  h i r i ng  and  f i r i ng ;  bu t  i f  i t  i nvo l ved  Eng inee r ing ,



Denny Moses.

o f  cou rse  Dean  K idd ,  as  Dean  in  Eng inee r ing ,  wds  consu l ted  on  a l l

ma t te rs  pe r ta in ing  to  the  Eng inee r ing  Schoo ' | .  Bu t  Dean  Pucke t t ,

C .A .  Pucke t t ,  who  had  a  Mas te r r s  Degree  f rom Harva rd - -g .A .  f rom

Texas and Master ts  f rom Harvard,  na jored in  Mathemat ics--was the

ac tua l  sen fo r  o f f i ce r  o f  t he  schoo l .

May l i n t e rup tam inu te?

Yes .

You sa id  tha t  th is  young lady  tha t  was  in  your  c lass  in  Aus t in  knew

the Personne l  D i rec to r .

She was f i rst  cousin to l l tefo.

And wtLo was she first cousin to? Is it anybody we know about here?

Mi r iam Dos ier  was  her  name,  Miss  Mi r iam Dos ier  was  the  D i rec tor  o f

Placements at  the main Universi ty.  She knew me, I  had recommended some

students  to  her  fo r  jobs  in  o ther  p laces .  And she knew me,  and she

knew tha t  her  cous in  was in  my c lass .  And she and I  go t  a ' long  a l l  r igh t ,

no  f igh ts .  So she to ld  her  cous in  to  ask  me i f  I  wou ld  be  in te res ted

in  t rans fer r ing  to  the  min ing  branch o f  the  Un ivers i ty  o f  Texas .

But  Miss  Dos ie r  was  no t  an  E l  Pasoan?

No,  she was in  Aus t in .  She d i rec ted  P lacements  there  fo r  a  number  o f

years .  And Dean Pucket t  go t  me confused w i th . . . tha t  i s ,  how I  came to

Mfneso he got /ne/  confused with another inst tuctor who came about a

month af ter .

Wi l  l e t?

l , r l f l l e t ,  yeah.  In  h is  remin iscenses  recorded in  Fugate ts  Fron t ie r  Co l lege,

he  go t  me and  l l l i l l e t  m ixed  up  Jus t  a  l i t t l e  b i t ,  bu t  no th ing  ser ious .  I f

Fugate  had submi t ted  tha t  manuscr ip t  to  me,  I  cou ld 've  cor rec ted  tha t ,  bu t

he  d idnr t  submi t  i t  t o  me.  I  was  in te rv iewed a l l  over  the  p1ace ,  bu t  no t

T :

M:

T :

M :

T :

M :

T :

M :

T .

M :



T :

M:

T :

M :

Denny lvloses

on  the  f i na l  manusc r ip t .

And so when I  came out  here we had the o ld Min ing facul ty  and then

about  twice as many Academic facul ty ,  most  o f  them being new and f rom

iun io r  co1 lege .  I  was  f rom the  ma in  un i ve rs i t y .  So  was  Berkman .

Berkman came fhe same year  as you?

Same t ime.

So actual ly  who was bhe facul ty  here at  the t ime when you arr ived in  1927?

we11,  I  don ' t  know that  I  can name a ' l l  o f  them, I  can name a great  many.

But  anyone who wants to  check that  can go to  the cata logues for  around

l93 I -32 ,  and  f i nd  the i r  names .  I  don ' t  have  those  ca ta logues .  Fo r  some

cyazy  reason ,  I  d i sca rded  my  o ld  ca ta logues  fo r  seve ra l  yea rs .  I  don , t

know why  I  d id  i t .  I  j us t  wasn r t  an  a rch i v i s t  t hen ,  I  guess ,  / _o ,  i l

co l l ec to r .  Bu t  t hey  a re  on  f i l e  i n  t he  Reg is t ra r ' s  o f f i ce .

A l so ,  we  have  them a t  t he  UTEP Arch i ves .

And  Pucke t t  was  co l l ec t i ng  them and  Ne lson  was  co l l ec t i ng  them.

Was Nel  son here at  that  t ime?

Yes ,  Ne lson  was  a l ready  he re .  He  came in  1920 ,  he  was  he re  seven  yea rs

before I  was.  And he out lasted me about  two years.

l , ' lhat  can you te ' l ' l  us about  the Univers i ty  when you f i rs t  came? Did i t

impress you?

The Univers i ty  o f  Texas at  Aust in?

No ,  t he  Co l l ege  o f  M ines .

The  Co l l ege  o f  M ines ,  we  ca l l ed  i t  t hen .  We1 l ,  i t  cons i s ted  o f . . . now

the  names  have  been  changed  on  mos t  o f  t hese  bu i l d ings .  I t  cons i s ted  o f

O ]d  Ma in ,  and  Ke l1y ;  and  then  Burges  ,  wh ich  i s  ca l l ed  someth ing  e l se  now,

ove r  on  the  s ide  o f  t he  h i l l  t owards  the  K idd  F ie ld  f rom the  ma in  campus .

And  I  t h ink  Ke l1y  has  i t t s  own  name.  I  be l i eve  i t t s  Graham Ha l l  now,

i sn r t  i t ?

T '

M :

T .

M:

M:

S :

T :

Q r
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Ri  gh t .

And  i t  was  Burges  then .  B -u - r -g -e -s ,  no t  doub le  r r s ' ,  j us t  s .  And

then  the  bo t tom ha l f ,  t he  l ower  end ,  t he  two  s to ry  end ,  o f  wha t  was  then

ca l l ed  the  Chemis t r y  Bu i ' l d i ng ,  somet imes  ca l ' l ed  the  Geo ' l ogy  Bu i l d ing ,

ove r  t oward  Mex ico  f rom the  Ma in  bu i l d ing .  And  then  we  had  the  Power

House ,  wh ich  cons i s ted  o f  a  smokes tack 'w i th  a  room a round  i t ,  and  then

there was a l i t t le  rock crusher  way out  beyond where Seamon Hal l  is  now,

o r  r i gh t  c lose  to  Seamon  Ha l l  now.

Wha t  d id  they  use  a l l  t ha t  f o r ,  i s  t ha t  pa r t  o f  t he  equ ipmen t  o f  t he

Co l  l eEe?

Yes,  they crushed rock in  order  to  teach them how to make ore samples.

I t  was  a  rea l  m in ing  schoo l ,  and  tha t r s  a l l  t he re  was .  And  the  roads

were unpaved,  they were k ind of  b locked out ,  but  you rock-a-bye baby

as  you  d rove  a  Mode l  T  a long  those  roads .  And  you  j us t  pa rked  a t  Mag ic

C i r c le  the re  i n  f ron t  o f  t he  ma in  bu i ' l d i ng ,  t he  ma in  d r i veway  the re .

Theyrd jost  dr ive up there and stop.  Then when they got  ready to  go

home, theyrd just  took of f ,  r fght  down through the sagebrush.

You rnean i t  was sagebrush between the campus and Mesa?

We ' I1 ,  sagebrush  be tween  the  campus ,  down  where  the  Un ion  Bu i l d ing  i s

n0w .

h l& re  they  k ind  o f  t ra i ' l s , . o r  wha t?

We11 ,  k i nd  o f  t r a i l s ,  sageb rush  and  hummocks  you  know ,  w i t h  l i t t l e  l ove r

lane - l i ke  th ings .  I  pa rked  the re  one  day .  I  had  a  Mode l  T ,  l i ke  p rac -

t i ca l l y  eve rybody  e ' l se  tha t  had  any th ing  a t  a l l ,  and  came ou t  t o  go  to

lunch  a t  abou t  one  o rc lock ,  / -un {  t he  ca r  was  gone .  I  had  to  c law  a round

fo r  i t ,  f ound  i t  on  top  o f  a  tu r t l e  back  kno l l  down  jus t  be low  where  the

f ' laEpole is  now,  Just  down toward between the f lagpole and town,  r ight

T .

M:

T r

M:

T :

M:
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t he re  i n  one  o f  t hose  sagebrush  kno l l s .  K ids  had  pushed  i t  up  the re ,

my  s tuden ts  had  to ,  t o  t ease  me ,  you  know?  so  I  had  no  i dea  who  i t

was '  and  I  wasn t t  even  i n te res ted  i n  f i nd ing  ou t ,  I  wan ted  to  en joy

the joke.  And a whole l ine of  buzzards set  up there on the wa] l  in

f ront  o f  Main and watched me go down and get  i t .

Buzza rds  mean ing  s tuden ts?

Students 6^-E spectators.  f laughter)

Te] l  me,  how d id peopie go f rom the campus to town? Did they go down

Mesa,  or  d id  they go down 0regon,  or  what?

[ ' l e ' | l ,  t he re  was  a  way  down .  I t ' s  open  aga in  mos t  o f  t he  t ime ,  go ing

down  a rodnd  the  pub l i ca t i ons 'o f f i ce ,  a round  tha t  way  and  on  to  the  end

o f  Hawtho rne ,  c i r c l i ng  back  to  the  end  o f  Hawtho rne .  Hawtho rne  i t se l f

wasn r t  cu t  t h rough  abou t  a  b ' l ock  wes t  o f  . . . I  can t t  t h i nk  o f  t he  name  o f

tha t  s t ree t  now.  I t ' s  had  two  names ,  t he  one  tha t  goes  ac ross  the re

that  has so many apar tment  houses on i t .

Schus te r  i s  one  o f  t hem.

Schuster ,  yeah,  what 's  now Schuster .  And Hawthorne extends about  one

b lock  wes t  o f  Schus te r ,  and  then  de tou red  ove r  t oward  the  t racks  and

went  around.  And then the other  way was to  go up Mesa and turn le f t  on

the  i n te rsec t ton  o f  wha t  i s  now Un ive rs i t y .

T r Dt 'd they ca' l  
' l  

i t  Col  ' lege 
in those days ,  Co1 l  ege Avenue?

M:  I  donr t  th ink  so .  I 'm  inc ' l i ned  to  th ink  they  d id  no t .  I f  ve  never  pa id

much at tent ion to names of  streets because I  dr ive by geography anyhow.

And Kansas Street was paved up to about where that hospi ta l  l i - iV,  the

one southeas t  o f  the  Genera l  Hosp i ta l .  What 's  i t s  name? Sun Towers .

l t  was paved up to the neighborhood of  Sun Towers.  I t  was not cut

th rough to  what  i s  now Co ' l1ege or  Un ivers i ty ,  and i t  was  no t  cu t

tFrrouEh from Universi ty on to Bal t imore, I  guess. I t  wasntt  a street.

M:

S l
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You  were  rea l l y  ou t  i n  t he  s t i cks  then ,  weren ' t  you?

Yeah .  The re ' s  a  l i t t l e  Joke  on  tha t .  I  had  a  son  abou t  two  yea rs  o1d ,

and  we  l i ved  ou t  on  Yande l ]  a t  t ha t  t ime .  And  he  was  abou t  two ;  he  sa id

" f  know  how  to  go  t o  Daddy ' s  schoo l .  You  go  up  a ' b i g  h i l l ,  and  you  go

ou t  ac ross  the  b r i dge . "  The re  was  a  p lan t  b r i dge  w i th  an  i ron  fac ing  on

the  f l oo r  a t  t he  po in t  where  the  check - in  po in t  i s  on  Un ive rs i t y  Avenue

now,  nea r  t he  co rne r  o f  t he  Un ion  Bu i l d i ng .

Did i t  cover  an arroyo?

l t  cove red  tha t  a r royo  the re ,  where  i t f s  k ind  o f  a  b r i dge -1 i ke  e f fec t .

Tha t  was  a  b r i dge ,  a  coun t r y  b r i dge .  I t ' s  a  cove r  more  than  a  b r i dge  now.

And  he  sa id?  "You  go  ou t  ac ross  the  b r i dge ,  and  ou t  t o  t he  rocks . "  (Laugh te r )
i

The  Co l l e jge  was  on  the  rocks .

I  to ld  the in terv iewe,r  for  Fugate in  that  Front ier  Col lege,  some way

got  r ' t  among the rocks,  but  he sa id out  to  the rocks,  and that  phrase

has  been  used  i n  Fuga te ts  book  and  a l so  i n  F rank  Mangan 's  book ,  A  P ic tu re

Fis tor .v  of  Texas.  I  had an o ld roomate f rom the main univers i ty  who

got  t ransferred to  the Alamogordo area and he had just  got  h imsel f  a  new

wi fe .  And  he  was  th ink ing  abou t  l i v i ng  fn  E l  Paso  and  work ing  up  the re

on  the  s ide ,  and  he  wan ted  to  l i ve  i n  E l  Paso  because  i t ' d  be  c lose  to

co l l ege  and  she  cou ld  do  some co l l ege  wor l< .  I  t h ink  he  mar r i ed  a  sopho-

more,  and sophomores were o lder  then than they are today.  So he took

her  ou t  t o  see  the  Co l l ege .  "Abso lu te l y  no t !  I  wou ldn r t  go  to  schoo l

he re  i f  i t  was  t he  l as t  p l ace  i n  t he  wo r l d ! "  So  t he  Co ' l 1ege  o f  M ines

los t  one  s tuden t  and  the  c i t y  o f  E1  Paso  l os t  a  popu la t i on  o f  two ,  i us t

because  the  co l l ege  was  ou t  among  the  rocks .  (Laugh te r )  I t  was  a  roya l

p l  ace .

t ' l e l 1 ,  i t  was  ex t reme ly  sma l l ,  so  the  teachers  and '  t he  s tuden ts  mus t ' ve

had  a  much  c ' l ose r  assoc ia t i on  then .
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Yes.  And yet  there were ghosts  f ixed between cer ta in  people.  But

i t ' s  j us t  l i ke  the  d i f f e rence  be tween  a  sma ' |1  campus  and  a  b ig  campusn

or  a smal l  town 6"4 a b ig town.  In  a smal l  town you know everybody,

bu t  you  don ' t  know ve ry  many  peop le .  I n  a  b ig  town  you  don t t  know

very  many  peop le  bu t  t he re ' s  abou t  t he  sane  number  as  you 'd  know in  a

smal l  town or  on a smal l  campus.  Am I  r ight?

I  guess  so .

The campus has 200 peop' le  on i t ,  so you know near ly  a l ' l  o f  them, and

you  know abou t  200  on  a  co l l ege  campus  o f  20 ,000 .  You  know,  abou t

the same number.  But  you see so many more s t rangers,  Vou know, in  a

b ig  town  o r  on  a  b ig  campus  tha t  you  fee l  t ha t  you ' re  a  s t ranger  i n  a

s t range  l and .  Bu t  i t ' s  ve ry  i n te res t i ng  to  me  to  med i ta te  on  those .

The Engl ish Depar tment  had had the year  before one associate professor

named  Drake  whom Sonn ichsen  men t ions  a lways  i n  h ' i s  books  and  j n te rv iews ,

and  he  was  abou t  72  a t  t ha t  t ime  and  had  a  g rey  bea rd ,  a  sma l l  bea rd .

Was  i t  so r t  o f  a  goa tee?

Yeah,  i t  was k ind of  a  goatee- l ike ef fect .  He had t ransferred down to

M ines  f rom New Mex ico  Schoo l  o f  M ines .  Now Sonn ichsen  made  a  m is take

on  tha t ,  I n  Sonn ichsen ' s  cha rac te r  ske tch  o f  F ro fesso r  D rake  i n  the

las t  book ,  Da ' l e  Wa lke r+s  book ,  he  g i ved  the  impress ion  tha t  D rake  had

never  taught .  Now Drake had taught  severa ' l  years and was Chai rman of

the Facul ty  at  New Me* ico School  o f  Mines in  Socorro before he came

down here. At any rate the cl imate or sornethf,ng bribed him to come

down he re .  He  was  we l ' l  f i xed  and  h i s  w i fe  was  we ] l  f i xed ,  t hey  made

and  saved  cons ide rab le  money .  I nc iden ta l l y  t hey  bo th  g radua ted  f rom

the  Un ive rs i t y  o f  W iscons in  i n  t he  c lass  o f  1881 .  They  go t  ou t  o f

co11eEe .  As  fa r  as  I  know,  they 'd  neve r  been  swee thea r t s ,  bu t  she

S :

M:
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went  ahead and got  marr ied and he went  ahead and remained an o]d

bachelor .  About  30 ye.ars 1ater ,  40 years ' la ter  
maybe,  her  hssband

died and le f t  her  we' l ' l  f ixed,  and in  the meant ime he had done some

inves t i ng  i n  co t ton  and  copper .  I  don t t  know abou t  ca t t l e ,  bu t

he 'd  had  co t ton  and  copper  i n  h i s  ca ree r ,  and  he  had  accumu la ted - -

no t  be ing  mamied ,  no  expenses  much- -he  had  accumu la ted  a  n i ce  l i t t l e

sum,  So  t f rey  dec ided  to  poo l  t he i r  i n te res ts ,  t he i r  l i ves ,  and  so

they got  marr ied,  came to E ' l  Paso.  And he paid as much rent  for  a

su i t e  o f  r ooms  a t  t he  Ho te l  Hussman . . . no ,  I  beg  you r  pa rdon ,0 rndo r f ,

which became the Hussman which became the Cor tes,  which became some-

th ing  e l se .  He  l i ved  a t  t he  0 rndo r f  and  he  pa id  more  ren t  f o r  h i s

su i te  o f  rooms  the re  than  I  rece i ved  i n  sa la ry .  He  had  a  Packa rd

wh ic t r  he  cou ldnn t  d r i ve r  bu t  he  h i red  a  fe ] l ow  to  d r i ve  i t  f o r  h im

once  i n  a  wh i l e .

You mean a student drove i t  for  h im?

No, he had a specr 'a ' l  man that he hired

tr 'me, he just  h i red him when he wanted

of the t ime his Packard stayed parked

cou l  dn r t  d r i ve .

What did he teach then?

He taught  Eng l ish .  And

Freshman Eng' l ish taught

Qu inn .

Mary Quinn?

and he  d idn ' t  keep h im a l l  the

to go somewhere. And the rest

in  the  garage,  I  guess .  He

we

tuy

had  had  I  be l i eve ,  one  o r

M iss  Mary  Ke11y ,  who  l a te r

two  sec t i ons  o f

marr ied Hardy

Mary  Qu inn ,  Ma ry  Ke11y  Qu inn .  I  t h i nk

es  o f  Eng ' l i sh  to  re l i eve  the  p ressu re .

she  had  taugh t  a  coup le  o f  c lass -

And then she transferred to

the Htstory and Government Department when the col lege expanded in I927
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i ind remained there t i l l  her  f ina l  re t i rement .

About  seven or  er 'ght  years ago.

Yes ,  i t ' s  been  abou t  somewhere  a round  1966  I  t h i nk '  wasn ' t  i t ,  @

1967?  I t ' s  ha rd  to  keep  t rack  o f  o the r  peop le  when  you  a ren ' t  w i th

them f requent ly .  But  we star ted of f  the year  I  927 wi th  three inst ruc-

to rs ,  P ro fesso r  D rake  and  two  ass i s tan t  p ro fesso rs - -a  Mrs .  McK inney

who la ter  marr ied and became Mrs.  Z immerman;  she was a l ready Mrs.

McKinney,  she marr ied a Z immerman,  second marr iage,  and became known

as  Mrs .  Z immerman ,  o r  D r .  Z immerman- -and  I .  I  was  the  th i rd  member

of  the Eng' l ish Depar tnent  as such.  And then a long about  the f i rs t

o f  0ctober ,  hre were so overcrowded that  another  inst ructor  was

brought  in  f rom the graduate school  o f  the Univers i ty  o f  Texas--not

f rom teabh- ing but  f rom graduate school .  His  name was t^ l i l le t .  So

t t ien the next  year  we got  Miss Egg,  whose name is  s t i l l  known on

campus.

Yes, she was here when I  f i rst  came.

I  th ink  she re t i red  in  I  954.

t0

T :

M :

T r

M:

T:  She ret f red the year  I  came.

M: You came in  the summer and she

T :  Someth ing  l i ke  tha t .

M :  A f te r  summer  schoo l .  You  j us t

T r  Tha t ' s  r i gh t ,  a lmos t  sh ips  t ha t

re t i red  in  the  fa l l ,  I  th ink .

ba re1y  sa id ,  "Sh ip  ahoy .  "

passed  i n  the  n igh t .  Bu t  I  d id  mee t

he r .

She  was  a  ve ry  we l l  l i ked  young  ins thuc to r ,  t oo .  She  and  Dr .  Gregory

of  the Government  Depar tment ,  His tory  and Government  Depar tment ,  had

a house in  common,  they 
' l ived 

together .  So then other  inst ructors

and par t - t ime inst ructors would come and go,  but  that  was the backbone

o f  t he  f acu l t y ,  t i 11  abou t  
. | 939  

o r  ' 40 .
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0h,  I 'm sor ry ,  I ' l os t  the  th read there .  In  l93 l  Sonn ichsen

came as a young Ph.D. and associate professor.  Drake remained head

of the department t j l l  1934, then Drake ret i red and Sonnichsen be-

came head of  the department.  0f  course i t  was just  a matter of  t ime

t i ] ]  he would ret i re because he was about 73 or 74 when he ret i red.

As far as the presidents at  campus, can you tel l  me of  any of  them

that real ly impressed you?

hlel l '  that .  I  don' t  wanna go on record too much here.  The f i rst  pre-

sident was John G, Perry who had his degree from MIT. And I  bel ieve

his only deoree was a B.S. in Geology, and that was from MIT. Then

the war had come up and he had qone into the Army and become a 0ol -

onb l  o f  Ar t i l l e ry .  Pucket t  was  capta in  o f  Ar t i l l e ry  in  the  F i rs t

World [ {ar  too.  Then Berry became an advisory geologist ,  a consul tant ,

a  qeo loq ica l  consu l tan t ,  and had h is  o f f i ces  here  when they  e lec ted

h im pres ident .  He came in  
. |931 

and s tayed t i l l  the  spr ing  o f  
. l934 ,

and then he resiqned and we had an act ing president for  a year.

Then in 1935 President D.M. hl iqgins came. He stayed from 
. |935

to  1949.  Then Pres ident  E lk ins  came and he  s tayed t i l l  I  th ink  
. |954.

Attd then we had an act ing pres' ident or two in there. . .Dean Thomas of

the Enqineer ing Department and,- iA.A. Smith f rom the Business Adminstrat ion

and Bus iness  par t  o f  the  campus.  But  I rm jus t  g iv ing  the  regu la r ly

elected presidents.  Holcomb served about three .years and then Dr.

Smiley came and served about three years,  and he became president of

the  Un ivers i ty  o f  Texas .  And le t ' s  see ,  who took  h is  p lace  as

pres ident  here?

Dr.  Ray.

1t
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Rayo yeah. See how names aFe fading from my al' leged memory? Dr.

Ray came and served about  f i ve  yearso  I  guess ,  d idn ' t  he? 0r  s ix?

No,  lonqer .

Maybe. Yeah, maybe more than that.  At  any rate,  he presided over

my departure.

Perhaps you better exp' la in that l  (Laughs)

tdel l ,  he stayed af ter  I  lef t .  I  lef t  and he stayed. No, Dr.  Ray

and I  go t  a lonq jus t  f ine .  And then Pres ident  Smi ley  came back  aga in .

L ' le l l ,  you know a' l l  th is is on record peal ly,  but  what they don' t  have

on record is what type of  man was Berry or Mr.  Puckett .

0 r  Capta in  K idd .

R i  qn t .

l , r le l l  i  I  could do a radio recording on their  personal i t ies.  I  was very

fond of  President Bemy. I  fe l t  that  he meant exact ly what he said,

and I  fe l t  he said the r ight  th ing.  I  had utmost respect for  the man.

He took no fool ishness, but I  wasn' t  a fool  anywa.y,  see, so he and I

h i t  i t  o f f  f ine .  (Chuck les)

Now here 's  an  in te res t ing  chapter  tha t  I ' ve  never  seen wr i t ten

up.  In  about  
. |932 

the  leg is la tu re  go t  a  b i l l  i n t roduced to  k i l l  the

Col leqe o f  Mines- - jus t  k i l l  i t ,  abandon i t .  Vamoose.  And cu t  about

four  o r  f i ve  o f  the  teachers ' co l leges  to  iun io r  co l lege  s tand ing .

And I  th ink Sul  Ross was to be l "etained as a junior col lege and in that

way unload a great deal  of  tax money, you see; I  mean, iust  cut  down.

l r le l l ,  the  b i l l  fa i led  to  pass ,  bu t  the  nex t  year  a  b i l l  d id  pass  to

tfl i  s effect:

t2

t4:

T :

M:

T:

M:

T .

S:

M .

S:

/musil



Dennv t loses

Al l  state supported co' l leges must get r id of  25 percent of  their

facul ty--no part icular department,  but  25 percent of  the number of

teachers employed. And those who remained, presidents on down, got

a 25 percent cut  in salary.

Wel l ,  as  a  resu l t  o f  tha t ,  tha t  was  an  excuse on  the  par t  o f  a

great many col lege presidents to get r jd of  some of  the dead wood.

Some of them didn' t  regard i t  very bad, they f i red wi th a c learer

conscience, you know. But they didn' t  have to come from any part i -

cular department.  I f  they wanted to abandon a department,  why that 'd

count toward their 25 percent deduction, you see. But then |t_tfrere waV

the 25 percent cut  in salary.  So begining in 
. |934 

for two years we

a l l  su f fe red  under  a  25  percent  deduc t ion  in  sa lAry .  That ' s  deduc t ions

we dontt  l ike,  And then they began to restore some; oh, a hundred

dol lars,  two hundred dol lars hdre and there each year.  I t  took me

about eight years,  I  guess, to get my salary back to where i t  had been.

Maybe s ix ,  I  m igh t ' ve  go t  back  a t  s ix .  Then sa la ry  boos ts  were  add i t ion-

al  gravy f rom there on, you see. But i t  took me about s ix years to

get back to my sa' lary of  1927.

Wel l ,  tha t  was  sor t  o f  genera l  because o f  the  Depress iono a l1  the  way

through.

Yes.  Yeah,  bu t  we los t  about  e igh t  facu l ty  members ,  I  wou ld  guess ,

in the reduct ions.  And I  stayed. I  was glad to stay.  I  thanked

President Berry af ter  he resfgned. I  went to him and said,  "You

knowo I appreciate the fact that I got to stay on at a 25 percent Fe-

duc t ion  in  sa la ry . "  He  sa id . . .now don ' t  quo te  me on  th is ,  bu t  he

sa id '  "You  were  do ing  a  good  job ,  he l l ' s  be l l ' s . "  (Laughs)

Flell rs bell ts v' las a popular cuss word in those days after a certain

l3
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popular play that had been on Broadway. But I felt sorry for those

People who went out into the cold wor ld.  And that came just  a couple

of years af ter  we started our expanded B.A. program here,  g iv ing a

B.A. degree. I  don' t  remember the exact year,  I  be' l ieve i t  was 1934.

Did it hamper the new program?

No. l , r le lost  about 20 percent of  the students,  about 20 Bercent which

wou ld  be  about  ]00 ,  a  l i t t le  over  
. |00  

s tudents .  The we s ta r ted  c l imb-

ing  aga in .  In  
. |941 

the  war  came and we los t  s tudents  aga ino  and then

after the war we started cl imbing at  an alarming speed.

What about Dean Puckett? What can you tel l  us about him?

I was very fond of  Dean Puckett .  I  fe l t  that  he was absolutely fa i r

in everything he ever did concerning f f ie,  except one, which was a mis-

understanding on his part  and which I  was too proud to t ry to explain

to  h im a t  the  t ime.  And I  th ink  i f  he  and I  s ta r t  p lay ing  go ' l f  to -

sether in the celest ia l  hereafter,  I  might te l l  h im about i t  someday

when he 'd  beat  me a t  go1f .  I t  was  a  misunders tand ing  on  h is  par t .

He was per fec t l y  hones t  in  i tn  bu t  i t  hur t .  I  don ' t  mean pro fess iona ly ,

bu t  i t  hur t  me f inanc ia l l y ,  wh ich  is  one o f  the  wors t  k inds  o f  hur ts

tha t  a  young ins t ruc to r  can  have.

Can you te l l  us  what  i t  was?

Wel l  yes ,  be l ieve  I  w i l l .  The f i rs t  year  I  was  ou t  here ,  summer  o f
. |928 

would be my f i rst  summer in El  Paso, there was no summer school .

So I went to the Dean say about a coupl e or three months before sum-

mer school  would have started, i f  there had been a summer school ,  and

I to ld him, " Is there gonna be a summer school?" "No mone.y for  i t ,

no money for i t . "  So I  got  an of fer  to teach Engl ish in the Lady of

the  Lake in  San Anton io .  I t i s  run  by  Catho l i c  s is te rs .  The s tudents

14
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were all women and about 90 percent of them were nuns in for surmer

school ,  I  got  a chance to go to the Lady of  the Lake. I t 's  a f i rst

c lass  schoo l ,  i t s  one o f  the  f i rs t  schoo ls  in  Texas  to  be  admi t ted

to AAU. I t  was in AAU before the Universi ty of  Texas was. Fine

school ,  San Antonio,  And I  got  a chance to go there,  I  was very

proud of  mysel f .

Af ter  I  had already made the agreement to go, i t  turned out that

the Dean was organizing a summer school on a tuit ion basis. The tea-

cher  go t  the  s tudent ts  tu i t ion- -unof f i c ia l l y ,  you  see,  bu t  accred i ted .

I f  a  teachen had l0  s tudents  and a  s tudent  pa id  $10.00  do l ' la rs  tu i t ion ,

v ' rhy the teacher got a hundred dol lars of  that ,  you see, and so on.

And of  course salar ies were pret ty smal l  in those days anyway. I

th ink tu i t ion was about $3O,Ott  or  $40.00 dol lars for  the summer term.

But Puokett  was sore at  me because I  was absent,  'cause he wanted me

to teach in that  summer school  and I  had already made the contract  to

qo to San Antonio and teach in the Lady of  the Lake. I  d idn' t  know

about  i t  t i l l  n iy  p lans  were  f ina l i zed  to  go .  I  d idn ' t  know there

would be a $ummer school here.

So the next year when time came for summer school to get ready to

beg in ,  I  went  to  the  Dean,  I  sa id ,  " I  unders tand you ' re  gonna have a

summer school  th is surnmer,  "  I 'Yepr" he says, "But you ran out and lef t

us last  year."  And he'd forgotten what he had said.  Pret ty good bt t

o f  adv ice :  i f  you  want  someth ing  o f f i c ia l ,  i t  you  can w i thout  o f fend-

in$  some fe l low,  ge t  h im to  pu t  h is  in i t ia l  on  the  s ta tement .  (Laughs)

I  know students who lose credi t  for  certain strange unusual  courses

because they  d idn ' t  ge t  the  permiss ion  to  take  i t  in i t ia led .  And,

we l l ,  I  los t  my tee th ,  and be fore  I  cou ld  ge t  them back  he  sa id ,

15
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"Wel l ,  s t i ck  a round and we ' l l  see  i f  any th ing  does  tu rn  up . "  But

' i f  turned up that they had one class more than they had teachers

for,  and I  taught hal f - t ime. And you know, I  never to ld the Dean

about  h is  misunders tand ing ,  no t  even a f te r  he  re t i red .

T: Why was that?

M: I  just  ldouldnS/ get around to i t .

T :  ln le l l ,  somet ' imes .you cant t  te l l  th ings  tha t  hur t  a  l i t t le  b i t .

M:  I t  hur t  me.  And I  th ink  i t  wou ld 've  hur t  h im i f  he  had known tha t

he ' ;had been un fa i r  to  me,  even uncons isus ly  un fa i r .  I  don ' t  th ink

he intended to be unfair .  But he had his choice between me and an-

othen instructor who had been faithful, who had not had an offer to

go to the Lady of the Lake, so he. stayed around here and taught f irst

term surnmer school 1928, And at least I had the offer to go to Lady

of the Lake, and i t ts a wonderful  p ' lace.

And Dean Kidd was as sruf f  as an old gr i  zz1y, but I  never did

feel  that  he had a hard streak anywhere in him. I t  was just  h is way

of ta lk ing.  He had had tuberculosis years before and i t  had given

h im a  k ind  o f  a  h igh-p i t ched  vo ice ,  i t  d idn ' t  sound  qu i te  na tu ra l .

And h is  s tudents  jus t  worsh ipped h im,  those eng ineers .  They 'd  sp i t

their  tabacco and sa.y,  "Yes sir ,  Dean Kidd. "  He was the hero of  the

engtneers,  i f  they ever had a hero.

And I  taught engineers and academes both,  whichever one came.

I  taught  Eng l ish  L i te ra tu re ,  wh ich  eng ineers  usua l ly  d id  no t  take .  I

taught  advanced courses  in  Eng l ish  L i te ra tu re ,  wh ich  eng ineers  never

took .  But  in  my f reshman c lasses  I  th ink  I  p robab ly  had a t  leas t  as

many engineers as I  had academes, and I  got-along with my engineers

iust  f ine.  In fact ,  I  got  a long too wel l  wi th them for my own good.

t6
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I  was t ry ing to  bui ld  up my advance courses.  l^ le l l  there I  had to

ge t  a  coup le  o f  eng inee r fng  sec t i ons  fo r  f reshmen ,  and  the  s tuden ts

wou ldn ' t  know me and  o f  cou rse  i f  t he  s tuden ts  d idn ' t  know me they

cou ldn ' t  l i ke  me .  I f  t hey  d i dn ' t  know  me  as  f r eshmen ,  t hey  cou ' l dn ' t

' l i ke  
me  as  upper  c lassmen ;  and  as  a  resu l t  I  f a i l ed  to  ge t  acqua in ted

wi th my future advance students and i t  cut  down on my enro l lment  in

my  advanced  c lasses .

I ' ve  go t  t o  pu t  t h i s  i n  a  k i nd  o f  a  b rag .  I t  may  sound  s l i gh t ' l y

unmodes to  cu t  i t  ou t  i f  you  t h i nk  so .  F i r s t  o f  a ' l ' l  ,  I  t o l d  D r .  Sonn -

i chsen  tha t  I  was  ge t t i ng  too  many  eng inee r ing  sec t i ons ,  I  wan ted  some

more  academic  sec t l ' ons .  And  he  sa id ,  "Dean  Thomas  made  tha t  pa r t  o f

the  schedu le  ou t . "  And  so  I  wen t  t o  Thomas  and  Thomas  sa id , "  I  wan ted

as  many  o f  my  eng fnee rs  as  poss ib le  to  take  you r  cou rse . "

He  wasn ' t  t h i nk i ng  abou t  you ,  he  was  t h i nk i ng  abou t  t he  good  o f  h i s

s tuden ts .

l , l l e l 1 ,  yes .  He  was  no t  i n te res ted  a t  a l l  i n  whe the r  I  m issed  ge t t i ng

fu tu re  Eng l i sh  ma jo rs  i n  my  advanced  cou rses ,  Vou  know.  I  t augh t

more d i f ferent  advanced courses than anybody e lse in  the h is tory  of

the  co l l ege ,  I  guess .  I  t augh t  seve ra l  j us t  once  o r  tw i ce ,  and  then

somebody  e l se  wou ld  take  them ove r  o r  I ' d  go  on  to  someth ing  e l se .

I 'm  su re  I  t augh t  more  d i f f e ren t  advanced  cou rses  than  anybody  e1se .

I  once  coun ted  them,  I ' ve  fo rgo t ton  wha t  i t  was  now- -n ine ,  I  t h ink ,

d i f f e ren t  advanced  cou rses .  They  wou ld  work  me  to  dea th  ' cause  the

f i rs t  year  is  the hardest .  And I  taught  some courses that  were never

taugh t  aga r ' n .  Nobody  e ' l se  eve r  t augh t  t hem.

And  so  tha t ' s  ge t t i ng  o f f  o f  t he  p res iden ts  tha t  I  was  ske tch ing

somewhat ,  my react ions to  them, in  get t ing more onto the two deans.
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But  na tu ra l ' l y  Dean  K idd  wou ld  come immed ia te l y  a f te r  Dean  Pucke t t .

I ' l l  say  th i s ,  when  Dean  K idd  d ropped  dead  on  the  campus  i n  December

vaca t i on r  Chr i s tmas  vaca t i on  o f  
. | 940 ,  

and  was  taken  to  the  mor tua ry

to be funera l ized,  there were more handkerchiefs  there than any other

fune ra l  I  was  eve r  i n .  They  were  those  tobacco -sp i t t f n '  eng inee rs ,

t oo .

T :  Yeah ,  I  be t  t he re  were .  They  fe l t  t ha t  a  f r i end  had  gone ,  t oo .

M1  They  knew i t .

T :  Was  he  an  o ld  man  when  he  d ied?

I ' l :  I  don r t  remember  h i s  age .  I  t h ink  he  was  on l y  abou t  63  o r  64 .  I

t h ink  I  men t ioned  a  wh i l e  ago ,  he  had  tube rcu ' l os i s  i n  h i s  young  days

and  i t  k i nd  o f  gave  h i s  vo i ce  a  non -ea r th l y  so r t  o f  sound ,  wh ich  I

cou ld  im i ta te  i f  I  wan ted .  I  know seve ra l  anecdo tes  on  h im  tha t  I

cou l  d  te l  I  ,  bu t  won  ' t .

Now Pres iden t  E l k ins ,  who  came in '1949 ,  was  a  fou r -s ta r  a the le te

and Phi  Beta Kappa in  th is  country ,  and then was a Rhodes scholar  and

Eo t  h i s  Ph .D .  a t  0x fo rd  on  a  Rhodes  scho ' l a rsh ip .  He  was  p robab ly  the

mos t  sensa t i ona l  pe rsona l i t y  t ha t  eve r  h i t  t he  campus  as  fa r  as  h i s

scho la rsh ip  was  conce rned .

T:  Do you know where he came f rom?

M: Down in  East  Texas somewhere.

T :  Was  th i s  h i s  f i r s t  j ob  as  an  admfns t ra to r?

M:  I  don ' t  know  abou t  t ha t .  I t  cou ld  be ,  bu t  I  j u s t  don , t  know .  Bu t  he

was a farm boy f rom down Southeast  Texas,  somewhere in  the neighborhood

be tween  Ga lves ton  and  Hous ton ,  i n  t he re  somewhere ,  Eas t  Texas .  And  he

was  a  fou r -s ta r  a the le te ,  he  had  l e t te rs  i n  f ou r  spo r t s ,  a  ph i  Be ta
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Un ive rs i t y  o f  Mary land  and  p roceeded  to  make  i t  one  o f  t he  b ig

un i ve rs i t i es .

He ' s  s t i ' l l  t he re ,  as  fa r  as  I  know.

Yes ,  yes ,  he ' s  s t i l 1  t he re .  He ' s  j us t  t oo  b i g  f o r  us .  A  p re t t y

good  go l fe r ,  t oo .  I  p layed  go ' l f  w i th  abou t  t h ree  heads  o f  t h i s  schoo l .

E l k ins  was  the  bes t  go l fe r  o f  t he  bunch .  Pucke t t  cou ldn ' t  p lay  wor th

any th i ng .  And  W igg ins  was  a ' l f t t l e  be t t e r  t han  I  was  bu t  he  wasn ' t  as

good  as  E ' l k i ns .  The  res t  o f  t hem d idn ' t  p lay  go l f ,  as  fa r  as  I  know.

D id  you  say  l ^ l i gg ins?

Yeah ,  I  p l ayed  w i t h  W igg ins .  No ,  I  don r t  t h i nk  he  was  qu i t e  as  good

as  I  was .  E ' l k i ns  was  a  l i t t 1e  b i t  be t te r .  I  was  p re t t y  gcod  i n  those

days .

You s t i l l  a re .

I  was  shoot ing  in  the  midd le  and

once in  a  wh i le  on  a  n ine .  But

was a lmost  good,  and E lk ins  was

po in t  o f  y iew.

I  was wonder ing how we happened to get

I  don t t  know.  Never  hea rd  the  s to ry .

tha t  was  open  a t  t ha t  pa r t i cu la r  t ime .

No ,  he  mus t t ve  been  jus t  a  young  man .

I  don ' t  t h ink  he  had  had  a  g rea t  dea l

be l i eve  h i s  ma jo r  was  h i s to ry ,  wasn f t

h igh  30s  r igh t  a long ,  b reak ing  par

Pucket t  was  a  ro t ton  go l fe r ,  Wigg ins

jus t  a  l i t t le  too  good,  f rom my

Elk ins ,  w i th  a l l  those  /c reden t ia lV .

I  guess  i t  was  the  bes t  job

He wasn' t  very o ' ld you know.

o f  exper ience as  a  teacher .

i t?

T:  I  don ' t  r emember .

M:  I  t h ink  r ' t  was .  He  l e f t  j us t  be fo re  you  came.

T :  He  h i red  me .

M: And then he le f t?
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Yeah,  and then he le f t .  We' l ' l  ,  that rs  a pret ty  good resr lme of  the

p res iden t s .  Can  you  t h i nk  o f  any th i ng  e l se  we rd ' l i ke  t o  ask ,  spec i -

f t ca l  1y?

We l l ,  i t ' s  no t  t he  b i og raph i ca l  s i de .  I  wan t  t o  apo log i ze  f o r  g i v i ng

those  da tes .  0 f  cou rse  on  second  though t ,  when  you  rem inded  me ,  those

cou ld  be  dug  up  f n  t he  ro tunda  o f  t he  Adm ins t ra t i on  Bu i l d i ng  i f  no -

where  e1se ,  on  the  p i c tu res .

There were two or  three of  the or ig ina l  facul ty  that  le f t  us and

wen t  t o  o the r  i ns t i t u t i ons .  Some wen t  i n to  o the r  bus iness .  Be r te

Ha igh  l e f t .  [Now some peop ' l e  recen t l y  have  ca l l ed  h im  "Hay , "  bu t  I

unders tood  h im  he  sa id  Ha igh ,  as  though  i t  was  spe l l ed  w i thou t  t ha t

"h "  on  i t ,  H -a - i -g - . )  He  t rans fe r red  f rom M ines  to  the  Geo ' l ogy  works

o f  t he  Un ive rs f t y  o f  Texas  endowment ,  t he  o i l  endowment "  And  a  wonder -

fu l  guy,  He was one of  the f i rs t  to  ca l l  me Denny.

I t d  l i ke  to  pu t  i n  a  foo tno te  he re  fo r  a l l  t ime .  P r io r  t o  a

fe l l ow  maned  F rank l i n  D .  Rooseve ' l t ,  p rac t i ca l l y  nobody  ca l l ed  anybody

e lse  by  f i r s t  names ,  un less  i t  was  members  o f  t he  fam i l y  and  so  on .

F rank l i n  D .  Rooseve l t  made  f i r s t  naming  a  popu la r  spo r t  i n  t h i s  Un ' i t ed

S ta tes .  When  I  was  i n  Aus t i n ,  I  had  th ree  o f f i ce  ma tes  i n  t he  Eng l i sh

Depar tmen t  t he r^e  who  ca l l ed  me  Denny ,  and  J .  F rank  Dob ie  ca l l ed  me

Denny .  And  so  he lp  f f i e ,  I  be l i eve  those  were  the  on l y  peop le  ou ts ide

my  fam i l y ,  f am i l y - i n -1aw,  tha t  ca l l ed  me  Denny .  When  I  came ou t  he re ,

eve rybody  ca l l ed  me  Moses  a l l  up  to  abou t  
. | 938 .  

And  then  we  a l l  qu i t

ca l l i ng  each  o the r  by  l as t  names  w i thou t  hand les .  I f  we  wan ted  to  be

fami l i a r ,  we  ca l l ed  them by  f i r s t  name,  and  even  by  n i ckname,  i us t

l i ke  FDR.  He  ca l l ed  more  peop le  by  n i cknames  t han ,  say  Ca l v i n  Coo l i dge

ca l l ed  by  f i r s t  name o r  by  l as t  name w i thou t  hand le .  Woodrow Wi l son

?0
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wou ldn ' t  have  though t  abou t  re fe r r i ng  to  peop le  as  "Henny  penny , '

and  I  don r t  know,  the  o the r  n i cknames  don ' t  come to  me  r i gh t  now,

but  FDR made n icknames and f i rs t  names the in  th ing in  the of f ic ia ' l

l i f e  o f  t he  Un i ted  S ta tes .  Tha t  i s  an  o r i g ina ' l  d i scove ry .  I  don , t

be l i eve  I ' ve  eve r  seen  i t  o r  hea rd  i t  i n  any  o the r  p1ace .  I t ' s  t he

on ly  way  I  can  exp la in  i t .  Jus t  as  the  Queen  o f  Eng land  se ts  the

s ty ' l e  o f  add ress  and  so  fo r th  i n  he r  rea lm.

T :  You  were  ca l l ed  Leon  be fo re  they  s ta r ted  ca l l i ng  you  Denny ,  i sn , t

t ha t  r i gh t?

No,  I  never  been cal led Leon,  by anybody except  for  somebody who,s

wanted to  be super  fami l iar ,  you know, le t  me know they knew my

unused  f i r s t  name.  The  fac t  i s  I  was  named  fo r  my  fa the r ' s  cous in ,

a  schoo l  t eacher  named  Lee ,  p resumbab ly  spe l l ed  Lee ,  Cadde11 .  And

my daddy saw h im a day af ter  I  was named and he sa id,  "Lee,  I  named

my boy  fo r  you . "  Lee  sa id ,  "Wha t  do  you  mean?"  He  sa id ,  "Lee  Denny . "

He  sa id ,  "My  name i s  no t  Lee ,  i t l s  Leon . "  So  Daddy  wen t  home,  go t

down the o ld Bib le  and changed Lee to Leon.  But  near ly  everybody

p ronounces  i t  Leon .  I r ve  me t  a  few  Leons  i n  my  t ime ,  bu t  no t  ve ry

many .  Bu t  I  neve r  wen t  by  tha t  name,  excep t  a  super  fam i l i a r  so r t

of  person.  Denny has been my name and 99 percent  o f  the people who

ca l ' l  me  Denny  don r t  know wha t  my  f i r s t  name i s .

D id  you  have  b ro the rs  and  s i s te rs?

Yes ,  I  had  t h ree  o l de r  b ro the rs  and  a  s i s t e r  who ' s  j us t  o l de r  t han  I

And  my  m idd le  b ro the r ,  my  th i rd  b ro the r ,  d ied  o f  d iph the r ia  o r  some-

th ing before I  was born.  And my two o lder  brothers grew up to  be 14

and 16,  and then they went  swimming one day and got  drowned.  And so

my  s i s t e r  and  I  we re ' l e f t . . . no t  a l one ,  bu t  a l l  t he  pe rsons  she  had  t o

p lay  w i th  was  he r  l ' i t t l e  b ro the r ,  and  my  on l y  pe rson  I  had  to  p lay
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wi th  i n  my  house - - tha t  i s ,  f i gh t  w i th - -usua l l y  was  /my /  s i s te r .

I t  was  p re t t y  n i ce .  Our  f i gh ts  wer "e  fa i l r l y  even ly  ba lanced .  I

was  much  more  unsc rupu lous  than  she  was ,  she  was  much  more  ca re fu l

about  whether  she real ly  bru ised me and hur t  me permenant ly  or  not .

And  be ing  a  boy  I  was  j us t  a ' l i t t l e  s t ronger  than  she  was  fo r  a  yea r ,

so we were pret ty  evenly  matched.  I t  was a lmost  a case of  Katzen-

jammer twins.

22

And  o f  cou rse  a l l  o f  t ha t  had  to  go

hras one of  the cardr 'na l  ru les of  conduct

secre t .  No  f igh t ing

fami l i es  o f  my  c lass

on in

in  the

of  peop le .  t ^ le  had to  keep our  f igh ts  secre t .  Which  meant . . . i t  was

a wonder  I  d idn t t  s ta r t  wr i t ing  f i c t ion ,  because there  were  cer ta in

hruises that had to be explained away, you know, and I  had to invent

schemes. As for instance one t ime I  struck at  her,  h i t  her,  punched

her in the jaw, and got a l i t t le too c lose to her tooth,  and my

knuck le  was b ' leed ing ,  That  had to  be  exp la ined away.  I  sa id  tha t

i t  was , . . [ . y  s i s te r  o f  course  backed  me in  i t ,  na tu ra l ' l y . . . tha t  I  was

rnaking shadow boxes at  a corner of  the house or somehing, I  don' t  know

what ,  and jus t  happened to  h i t  a  l i t t le  too  c lose .

And rapped your  knuck les .

And  my mother td  say ,  "Never  l i e  to  me,  you  never  te l l  me l i es . "  So

she 'd  be1 ieve  a lmost  any th ing  we 'd  say .  (Laughs)  She was a  pre t ty

smar t  woman,  bu t  s t range how we cou ld  l ie  our  way ou t  o f  th ings .  She

cou ld  see th rough anybody e lse  bes ides  my s is te r  and me.

Perhaps  she d idnr t  want  to  see too  c lose ly .

Maybe so .  She was a  grea t  s inger .  Her  fa ther  was an  o ld  Method is t

s inging master.  Theytd get ready to have a reviv ia l  somewhere and my
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grandaddy  wou ld  go  ahead  and  o rgan ize  a  cho i r  and  g i ve  them some

o f  t he  rud imen ts ,  ve ry  rude  rud imen ts ,  pe rhaps  o f  mus ic ,  s i ng ing .

And  by  the  t ime  the  rev i v i s t s  go t  t he re ,  why ,  t he rd  have  a  cho i r

s i ng ing  "G lo r y  Ha1 le l u j ah , "  you  know ,  "The  Sa in t s  A re  March ing  I n . "

And  then  he  a l so  had  a  way  o f  mak ing  money .  And  one  o f  h i s  ways

was  t o  g i ve  s r ' ng ing ' l essons  a t  $10 .00  do l l a r s  f o r  a  se r i es  o f  l 0

l essons ,  do l l a r  a  l esson ,  h i gh  p r i ces .  They 'd  buy  20  pounds  o f

bee f  f o r  an  hou rs 'wo rk .  I t ' s  ha rd  t o  bea t ,  f i ve  cen t s  a  pound .

Even to th is  day,

l t t s  more  than  I  can  make  now.  And  he 'd  g i ve  these  l essons  and  a l l

he  wan ted  was  $ . |0 .00  do l l a rs .  And  wha teve r  i s  f o r  t he  v i c t ims  to

f i gu re  ou t  how much  each  one  was  to  pay  h im ,  bu t  i t  was  usua l l y  abou t

a  do l l a r  ap iecp  f o r  l 0  o f  t hem,  and  he 'd  g i ve  t he  l essons .  Ten  do l l a r s

in  the pocket .  And he had marr ied a Crowley,  and Crowleys were pro-

ve rb ia l y  s t i ngyn  sav ing ,  you  know .  So  when  he  go t  $10 .00  do l l a r s ,

t ha t  mean t  $10 .00  do l l a r s  i n  sav ings .  ( Laughs )  He  was  one  o f  t he

wea l th ie r  peop le  a round  the re ,  l and  o f  poo r  pepp le .  Bu t  my  mo the r

was  a  co lo ra tu ra  sop rano ,  and  she  was  h i s  p r i de  and  j oy .  He  had  he r

go  a long  w i th  h im  to  he ' l p  h im  s ta r t  h i s  cho i r s  and  to  l ead  the  sop rano

sec t i on  i n  t he  s ing ing .  She  was  famous  a l l  ove r  t he  coun ty  as  a  s inge r .

And  my  fa the r ' s  peop le ,  we1 l ,  he  was  a  fa rmer .  He  had  a  b ig  fa rm and

a  b ig  fam i l y  t o  go  w i th  i t ,  o f  cou rse .  And  i f  he  wan ted  to  take  t ime

of f  and teach some s ing ing and get  some more cash,  why,  he had two or

th ree  sons  a round  the  fa rm wh i l e  he  was  on  h i s  s ing ing  vaca t i on .  He

was  lucky .  Ch i l d ren  pa id  i n  t hose  days .

Tha t ' s  why  t hey  had  b i g  f am i l i es .
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Yeah ,  t he re  were  economic  advan tages  to  hav ing  them.  My  fa the r ' s

peop ' l e  were  j us t  b ig  fa rmers .  I 'm  p roud  o f  one  th ing - -my  g rea t -

g rand fa the r  and  my  g rand fa the r  cou ld  bo th  read  and  wr i t e ,  wh ich  was

ra the r  ra re  i n  t hose  days  and  t imes .  I  have  hadwr i t i ng  o f  bo th  o f

them. And I  ran in to a census of  the i r  t ime,  when they were both

a l i ve ,  and  abou t  an  ave rage  o f  85  pe rcen t  a l l  ove r  t he  un i ted  s ta tes ,

abou t  85  pe rcen t  o f  t he  Amer i can  peop le  cou ldn r t  read  and  wr i t e .  I t ' s

a l l  on  reco rd .  And  i n  the  Sou th ,  i t  was  a  l i t t l e  mope  i l l i t e ra te  than

in  the  no r t t r ,  bu t  you td  be  su rp r i sed  how many  peop le  i n  New Eng land

cou ldn r t  even  read  and  wr i t e .  And  New Eng land  was  pe rhaps  the  bes t

educated sect ion.
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