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Major  Edward F.  Hink le
6y Dale l^ lalker and Doug Early

Apr i l  ,  1966

Djd  you know Rickenbacker  be fore  the  war ,  a f te r  i t ,  o r  dur ing  i t?

Af te r  the  war .

D id  you know any  o f  the  Ame' i r j can  p i lo ts  tha t  came in to  French av ia t ion?

Not very many.

Did you know any of  the other Lafayette Fly ing Corps members I  ike Fr ank

Bay l i s ,  Pu tnam,  o r  any  o f  those?

No,  I  don ' t  remember .

The i r  squadrons ,  I  guess ,  were  a  l i t t l e  fa r  f1ung .

14e d jdn ' t  /ge f l  to  see them and we were  no t  par t i cu la r ly  anx ious  to .  We

d idn ' t  l i ke  the  idea  o f  the i r  us ' i ng  the  La faye t te  name because ,  we l l ,  Pau l

Rockwel t  sa id  tha t  / ; l l  oV these f l y ing  corps  guys  and the  p lanes  they

were ' in ,  1_p luV t f re  La faye t te  Escadr i ' l ' l e ,  /wer {  more  than the  who le

Fnench av ja t ion .  There  was about  200 o f  them a l l .  We was hous ' ing  them

up there .

r11 :  l la jo r  H ink le ,  I  w ish  you 'd  te l l  me as  we l l  as  you remember  what  you fe l t

the  f i r s t  t jme  you  go t ' i nvo lved  w i th  Ger rnan  a i rc ra f t ,  o r  the  f i r s t  t ime

you saw any- -your  f i rs t  exper ience w i th  the  enemy.

Mos t l y  f r i gh t .

We l l ,  t ha t  f i gu res .  ( Laughs )

We l l ,  i  me t  a  ve ry  n i ce  o ld  l ady  on  the  s teamer .  See ,  a f te r  you ' ve  had

a year  at  the f ront ,  YOu got  a  month in  wherever  you l ' ived.  I  got  a

mon th  j n  Amer j ca .  And  then  they  f i gu red  the  f l y i ng  t ime ,  you r  t rave l

t ime  ac ross  t he  A t l an t i c . ,  They  a l l owed  you  l 0  o r  12  days  t o  c ross  i t

j ns tead  o f  a  week ,  so  you  go t  abou t  f i ve  weeks  l eave .  And  one  ve ry  n i ce

o ld  l ady  on  t he  s teamer  sa jd ,  " se rgean t ,  I  shou ld  t h i nk  some t jmes  you 'd

be  f r i gh tened  way  up ' i n  t he  a i r  a l l  by  you rse l f . "  I  sa i d ,  "Madam,  I  was

f f i e r toK i f f j nYa tesRockwe l l ,La faye t teEscadr i l l e 'whowas
k j l led  in  combat .  Pau l  was  then and ' i s  today  o f f i c ja l  h ' i s to r ian  o f  the
La faye t te  Escadr i l l e .  K j f f i n  was  one  o f  the  o r ig ' i na1  p i lo ts '

U .
t t .

W:

H :
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W:

E:

H :

I,rJ :

u .

f r i gh tened  a l l  t he  t jme l "  (Chuck les )  No ,  i f  you  ge t  i n t o  a  p1ane ,  you ' ve

go t  t he  fea r  o f  Germans ,  t he  fea r  o f  f i r e ,  and  no  pa rachu te ,  open  cockp i t ,

and  you ' r e  t r y i ng  t o  f 1y ' 15  t o  
' | 6 , 000  

f ee t  w i t hou t  oxygen ,  Vou ' r e  ne rvous .

What  was the f i rs t  enemy a i rcraf t  that  you ever  saw?

Yes ,  where  was  i t ?  Do  you  remember?  I ' l l  be t  you  do ,  I ' l l  be t  you  remem-

ber  ve ry  we l l  where  you  f i r s t  encoun te red  an  enemy  a i r c ra f t  i n  t he  a i r .

The  f i r s t  f i e l d  I  was  on  was  S t .  Jus t .

St .  Jus t?

St .  Jus t .  Tha t ' s  sou th  o f  Amiens .  Bu t  when  you ' re  ac tua l l y  in  s igh t  o f

them,  you  fo rge t  a l l  th i s  s tu f f .  Your  one ' idea ,  you  know,  i s  to  h i t  h im.

And  you ' re  no t  th i ' nk ing  very  much ,  every th ing  i s  ins t inc t i ve .  Jus t  I i ke

box ing .  You  don ' t  say ,  "We l l ,  I 'm  go ing  to  pu t  my  foo t  here . "  I t ' s  i us t

' i ns t inc t j ve .  Your  one ' idea  i s  to  ge t  beh jnd  h im and  e j the r  under  o r  over

h is  ta i l .  I f  you ' re  under  h is  ta i1 ,  he  can ' t  see  you ,  /he ' i l  go t  a  b l ind

spo t .

What type of  German aircraf t  were the f j rst  you ever encountered?

I  don ' t  remember  the  order  they  came on- - the  Taube.

That was the one that was shaped I  i  ke a dove w"i  ng?

Yeah,  the  Taube was dove-w ing .  And the  Ha lbers tad t .

And a Pfal  z?

The  P fa lz ,  yeah .  The  Ha lbers tad t  was  a  he l l  o f  a  good  p ' lane .

How about  the  A lba t ross?

The A lba t ross ,  yeah.

We11o those days  when you were  f i rs t  engaged,  the  Germans presumably  had

the  edge in  the  qua l i t y  o f  a i rc ra f t .  Th is  i s  what  most  o f  the  books  and

the  au thor i t i es  on  a j rc ra f t  i ns is ts ,  tha t  p re t t y  we l l  to  the  end  o f  the



Hink le

war ,  the  Germans d id  have super io r i t y  in  qua l i t y  o f  the  p lanes ,  and tha t

sor t  o f  th ing .

H :  I  th ink  tha t ' s  why  I  c la ' im  tha t  the  N ieupor t  28  was  the  f  i nes t . . . they  ca l l

them pursu i t  p lanes ;  you  ca l l  them a t tack ,  I  guess .

W:

H:

0 r  f i gh te rs .

F igh ters .  That  was  the  f ines t  f igh ter  o f  any  count ry  dun ing  the  war ,  and

I  can prove i t .  You see,  you cou ld  take  tha t  p lane w ' i th  the  ro ta ry  eng ine ,

and  you  cou ld  go  r igh t  up  I ' i ke  th i s  to  your  ce i l i ngs ;  un less  a  28  has  a

ce i l ing  o f  20 ,000 fee t ,  then you go  s teady  and never  s top .  Now wi th  a

Spad Tynu cou ld  g i l  to  about  l0  to  12 ,000 fee t .  A  Spad was l igh ter ,

fas te r .  A f te r  tha t ,  the  N ieupor t  was  fas te r .  The Spad,  Vou cou ld  go  up

about  
. | ,000  

meters ,  about  3 ,000 fee t ,  then you had to  f l y  leve l  fo r  about

a m' inute or your engine would hreat up. You had to go upwards step by

s tep .  And com' ing  down,  the  eng ine  wou ld  coo l  o f f ,  and you 'd  have to  do

the same way.

Now,  th ' i s  ro ta ry  eng iner  !0u  cou ld  d ' i ve  f rom as  h jgh  as . . .no  mat te r

how h igh  you were ,  you  cou ld  d jve  a l l  the  way down- -never  any  bo ther  w i th

hea t ing  o r  coo l ing .  Then  you  cou ld  cu tyour  ign i t i on  and  s top  your  eng ine ,

or  i f  i t  s topped acc jdenta l l y ,  you  had to  d ive  about  500 fee t ,  and you

/_cou1f l  tu rn  the  prope l le r  and s ta r t .  You cou ldn ' t  do  tha t  w i th  a  H ispano

eng ine ,  dhy  water -coo ' led  eng ine .  So you cou ld  s ta r t  your  dead eng ine ,  go

s t ra igh t  up  or  s t ra igh t  down,  and you cou ld  go  four  o r  f i ve  thousand fee t

h igher  than the  Spad.  That ' s  why  I  say  i t  was  the  be t te r  p1ane.

D id  the  Spad  have  a  H ispano  eng ine?

Yeah.

And the Nieuport  had the Le Rhone?

Rhone and Gnome.

t,.l:

H :

W:

t {  .
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td:

H :

W:

Rotary  eng ine .

The 28 had a Gnome--200 horsepower,  and that was faster.

What  was the  leve l  speed o f  the  N ieupor t  28- - the  top  speed? About  l l0 '

I  20?

I  don ' t  rea l l y . . .  I  know jn  . |9 . |3 ,  
I  wen t  up  to  Re ims .  They  were  hav ing

an av ia t ion  meet  and the  N ieupor t  won the  speed record .  That  was a  s t r ipped

p1ane,  s t r i c t ' l y  fo r  the  rac ing ,  and tha t  ius t  topped 60  mi les  an  hour .

They  had  i t  souped  up ,  I  th ink ,

The f i rs t  p lanes  I  f lew,  I  donr t  th ink  they  went  much over  45 .  And then as

they  kept  inc reas ing  the  horsepower ,  L in f l  tha t ' s  when you ge t  a  round

fuse lage  ins tead  o f  a  box .  I  th ink  you  p robab ly  d id  maybe  70  mi1es ,  I  don ' t

know.  There 's  one  th ing  e lse  w i th  speed ing .  I  don ' t  make  any  d i f fe rence

how fas t  i t  i s - -you compared to  the  German p1ane.

When you met enemy planes in those days, i t  was pret ty much personal  con-

tac t ;  th i s  i s  c lose  con tac t  t ype  o f  f i gh t ing ,  so  much  un l j ke  the  s i tua t ion

now where  you launch an  a i r  to  a i r  m iss i le  and can knock  tha t  enemy p lane

down mj les  away.  But  there  you cou ld  p re t ty  much see the  co lo r  o f  the

enemy p i ' l o t ' s  eyes ,  cou ldn ' t  you ,  on  an  occas ' ion  l i ke  tha t?

0h,  yes .  We were  jns t ruc ted  no t  to  open f i re  fu r ther  than a  hundred yards .

I f  you  d jd  i t ,  you ' re  supposed  no t  to  f i re  un t i l  abou t  you ' re  w i th jn  30

yards .

Th i r t y  ya rds .  Tha t ' s  c los ing .  .  .

0 f  course ,  j f  he  saw you and began maneuver jng  and shoot ing  a t  a  hundred

yards  or  more ,  why ,  you  had to  shoot  back .  But  tha t  was  normal - -a  hundred

yards  max imum,  and 30  yards  i f  poss ib le .

Ma jo r ,  i f  you  d ' id  ge t  the  des i red  pos i t i on  under  h is  ta i l ,  was  there  any

H:

E:

t-l .
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H:

spot  a ' long  the  bo t ton  o f  the  fuse lage tha t  you  a ' imed fo r - -under  the  p i lo t ' s

sea t ,  o r  the  eng ine?

You jus t  a imed up in to  the  p1ane.  See,  every  th j rd  shot  was  a  t racer .  I t

had  magnes jum jn  the  ta i l .  Bu t  a t  any  d js tance  tha t  magnes jum wou ld  burn

out of  course, /_uni l  i t  made a whi te streak. They burn out and then the

bu l le t  wou ld  beg in  to  kee l  o r  tumble  or  go  o f f  jn  any  d ' i rec t ion .  Got  ou t

o f  ba lance ,  you  see .

How abou t  p i lo ts ' i n  an  engagement  o f  th i s  so r t?  Th is  i s  so  ve ry  c lose ,  I

suppose you cou ld  see very  c lear ly  what  was happen ing .  When you had h i t

a  p1ane ,  fo r  i ns tance ,  and  d jsab led  i t  o r  i t s  p i lo t ,  you  had  a  chance  to

see very ,  very  c lose  what  was happen ing ,  p robab ly  fo r  on ly  a  second.

You cou ld  see smoke coming ou t  a l l  over  l i ke  tha t .  0 r  maybe shoot  o f f

pa r t  o f  a  w ing ,  and  he 'd  s ta r t  to  fa l l .

You know,  I  wanted  to  ask  you a lso  about  the  mach ine  guns  you were  equ ip-

ped w i th .  The ear ly  N ieupor ts  had a  mach ine  gun mounted on  a  b race tha t

f i red  above the  prope l le r .

0n  the  upper  w ing ,  no t  over  the  top  o f  the  p rope l le r .  You  cou ld  on ly

shoot  up  a t  them.  Then they  had one tha t  went  o f f  a t  an  ang1e,  about

l i ke  th i s .  I t  wou ld  m iss  the  p rope l le r ,  you  see .  So  you 'd  ge t  th i s

way and shoot  up  or  s ideways .  Those mach ine  guns  had these round drums

wt th  47  or  94  car t r idges  in  the  c i rc le  th is  way.

Were  these the  ones  tha t  were  a lways  jamming?

No,  they . . .  See,  the  Germans a lways  had be t te r  mach ine  guns  f rom s tar t

to  f in ish .  And they  a1 ' l  had  about  250 rounds,  and you were  shoot ing  47

shots  aga ins t  the  guy  w i th  250.  He cou ld  /Fea ' l l y /  squ i r t  the  hose a t

you.  We were  on ly  supposed to  shoot  pum-pum-pum,  pum-pum-pum,  because

W:

H:

W:

H:
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as  you shoot  i t  je rks  the  musc le  up  and

over the target.  You have to push your

who le  damn th ing .

a f te r  th ree  sho ts ,  Vou ' re  shoo t ing

p lane down,  you have to  a im the

lr.l :

H:

You have to  a im the  who le  p1ane.

That 's  how you 'd  shoot - -pum-pum-pum,  pum-pum-pum.  And one o f  those shots

wou ld  be  a  t racer  and you cou ld  see where ' i t  vqas  go ing .  But  the  Germans

cou ld  jus t  tu rn  the  hose  on  you .

W:  A f te r  the  mach ine  gun was deve loped tha t  f i red  th rough the  prope l le r ,

synchron ized w i th  the  prope l le rn  th is  was be l t - fed  ammuni t ion  then,  was

i t  no t?

H:  t , r le l l , i t  s ta r ted  back  there  and went  th rough the  gun,  had an  e las t j c

rope  l i ke  you  use  on  the  pu11ey  we igh ts ,  you  know.  They 'd  pu l l  th i s

th ing  th rough .  Tha t  wasn ' t  such  a  ho t  idea .

E :

H:

E :

u .
t t .

Where d id  the  car t r idges  le f t  over  f rom a f te r  f i r ing  go?

b le l l  ,  they  jus t  sho t  ou t .

They  shot  ou t  the  s jde?

Shot  ou t  the  r igh t -hand  s ide .  The  t roub le  we  had . . . l  have  somep lace  the

spec i f i ca t jons  fo r  the  brass  in  the  Amer ican car t r idges .  That ' s  what  we

were  shoot ing .  I  don ' t  know whether i t  was  Remington  or  tn l inches ter  o r

what .  You know where the car t r idge tapers down where the goes?

Wel l ,  r i gh t  beh ind  tha t  taper  /T tJ  wou ld  sp l i t  and  i t  wou ld  leave  th is

l i t t le  end in ,  and the  nex t  car t r jdge  wou ld  come in  and the  who le  damn

th ing  wou ld  jam.  And you had to  land and take  a  ramrod and a  mal le t  and

pound  th is  damn th ing  ou t .

t ^ l :  The car t r idge  case wou ld  sp1 i t .

H :  Yeah,  the  brass  case.  I t  wou ld  s tay  in  the  bar re l ,  and the  nex t  one wou ld
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W:

H:

l d :

u .

W:

H:

l , t .

H:

W:

jam in  i t .

I  suppose those were  30  ca l iber  Lewis  guns .

Yeah.  But  there  wasn ' t  enough qqpper  in  the  brass .  I t  was  too  br i t t le .

And then they var ied.  /W-e7 useO to take a box of  cartr idges and a gun

barrel  and try each cartr idge LTo nakQ sure that LThef l  dropped in smooth.

Rea' l  1y?

Yeah.  And d iscard  the  o thers .  You had to  p ick  ou t  about  
. |00  

rounds  or

whatever  you 'd  sho t  o f f .  I  mean,  you  jus t  cou ldn ' t  take  a  box  and . . .

Weren ' t  very  s tandard jzed,  were  they?

No, they were poor cartr idges. They would have iammed in any kind of  a

gun .

L, lhat  happened on a patro ' l? Near the end of  the Lafayette Escadr i l le 's

t ime on  the  Fron t ,  dur ing  the  b ig  ba t t les  when the  Germans were  t ry ing

to  ach ieve  a j r  supremacy and you were  f l y ing  so  o f ten  there  on  pa t ro ls ,

do  you  reca l l  any  o f  the  s ign i f j can t  ac t ions  then  a t  tha t  pa r t i cu la r

t jme and how they developed? What was the pattern then? What normal 1y

happened when you took  o f f  on  one o f  those th ings?

We11,  I ' l l  te11  you.  Nn" i l  you  took  o f f ,  you  had two hours  and ten

minutes  wor th  o f  gas .

And  tha t  gave  you  a  l i t t l e  b i t  o f  l a t i tude?

Wel l ,  you  had a  two-hour  pa t ro l ,  and ten  minu tes  o f  gas  to  ge t  back  home.

Tha t ' s  p rov ided  the  mechan ' i cs  d idn ' t  ge t  l axy  and  no t  f  i l l  up  your  tank .

See ,  they  had  to  c l imb  up  a  ladder  and  take  these  cans  and  dump them' in ,

and  they 'd  ge t  t i red  o f  c l imb ing  up .

I  had an awful  escape--narrow escape. I  was out by mysel f  and I

cou ldn ' t  see  any  ac t ion  a t  a l l ,  no th ing  vvas  go ' ing  on .  So  a f te r  abou t  an

H:
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W:

hour  and  a  ha l f ,  I  though t  i t  was  jus t  a  was te  o f  t jme  and  I ' d

So I  started back /Tol  the f ie ld and I  got  about f rom here to

go  back .

hosp i ta l  and  the  eng ine  wen t  d ry .  Tha t  wou ld ' ve  happened  f i ve  m i les  i n to

Germany  no rma l l y ,  you  see ,  and  they  hadn ' t  f i l l ed  the  damn tank .  So  I

l i t  j n  t h i s  f i e ld  and  a f te r  a  wh i l e  some p lanes  came ove r  and  they  saw

I  was  down .  f l J  was  okay .  I  was  s tand ing  on  the  g round  and  po in t i ng

towards the motor .  Then they sent  out  a  t ruck and a l1 they had to  do was

to  f i l l  up  t he  gas  t ank .  And  I  t ook  o f f  and  f l ew  i n to  t he  f j e l d .  0 f

cou rse ,  t he  cap ta i n  gave  t he  mechan j cs  he l l .  No th i ng  eve r  happened .

I  not iced that  Phi l  ip  F lammer has a very f ine book,  a  pret ty  good i ,ob of

d i gg ing . . .

Wh" i ch  one ' s  t ha t?

The doc to r ' s  d isser ta t ion  here  tha t

0h ,  yeah .  Tha t ' s  the  bes t  book .

He d id  qu i te  a  b i t  o f  work  on  tha t ,

He f lew to Detro ' i t  tw' ice and ta ' lked

He cred' i ts you with two unconf i rmed

were  the  c i rcumstances?

Ph j  I  i  p  F1  ammer  d j  d * .

d idn ' t  he?  A  lo t  o f  work .

about  the  th i  ng  fo r  qu  i  te  a  wh i  I  e .

k i l l s  i n  tha t  book  in  the re .  l ^Jha t

0h ,  I  don ' t  remember  par t i cu la r l y ,  I  j us t  repor ted  a  f i gh t .  I  cou ldn ' t

a . |wayseVenrecogn ize themakeof thep1ane . I - f romabout

2  o r  3  m i les  away ,  and  i ' d  say  i t  was  a  German p lane  nor th  o f  the  v i l l age

of  so-and-so ,  and then you look  up  a t  the  c lock  on  the  upper  w ing  fand i t

sa i {  2 :15 .  And when you came back  you pu t  tha t  in  the  repor t  and then

try to f ind somebody who had seen you.

Were  they  s ing le -seater  a j rc ra f t ,  the  ones  you engaged?

One was a  two-seater  and one was a  s ing le -seater .  Then there  were  four

*The  book  i s  t ' i t l ed  Pr imus  In te r  Pares  (F i rs t  Among Equa ls ) ,  Ya le  Un ive rs i t y .
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others that  were doubtful .  I  fo l lowed them down pret ty c lose to the

ground ;  I  d idn ' t  ac tua l l y  see  them h j t .  I  don ' t  know whether  they

c rashed  0 r . . .

Were there any others,  Maior,  that  you reported that you fel t  pret ty sure

were  h i t?

As I  sa id ,  there  were  four  I  d jdn ' t  know /about l .  Four  o r  s ix ,  I  don ' t

rememben.

W:

H:

u .

W:

W:

H:

W:

H:

You ' re  p re t ty  sure  o f  the  two,  though?

0h, yeah. I  know damn wel l  they were going down

comple te ly  ou t  o f  con t ro l ,  the  p i lo t  was  s lumped

fa l l  fo rward  on  the  s t i ck ,  and go  in to  a  d ive .

Wel l ,  these were  so  fa r  beh ind  German l ines  tha t

mat ion  on  them?

No, nobody on the ground could see that far  away.

Were they behind German I  ines,  these two?

in  f lames;  they  were

down.  They 'd  usua l l y

[,,] : you cou ldn ' t  ge t  con f i r -

0h ,  yeah.  I  don ' t  remember  see jng  bu t  one German p lane ins ide  the  French

l ine .  Whether  o r  no t  you  cou ld  f i nd  them was  the  goa1 .

Was tha t  the i r  genera l  ru1e,  to  f l y  beh ' ind  the i r  own l ines? l l las  i t  the

German se t -up  to  f l y  on ' l y  beh ind  the i r  own te r r i to ry?

Yeah.  Somet imes i f  you  were  f l y ing  an  observa t ion  p1ane,  you cou ld  f ind

a  German pre t ty  c lose  to  the  l jnes  down low.

Tak ing  p ic tu res?

That was sort  of  a nasty job because i f  you went down too close to the

ground,  you go t  every  damn th ing  on  the  ground shoot ing  a t  you .  A t

Sa ' in t  Quent in - - le t ' s  see- -Ham was here  and Sa in t  Quent in  v ' las  s t ra ' igh t

Eas t  o f  j t ,  and  tha t ' s  the  d i rec t ion  we  took  o f f .  And  we 'd  go  over  Sa in t
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Quent in  maybe a t  th ree ,  four  thousand fee t  and beg in  the  pa t ro ' | .  And

every t ' ime you f lew anywhere near the center of  Saint  Quent in,  you got a

bat te ry  o f  s ix - inch  guns  shoot ing  a t  you .  They  pu t  them r jgh t  ou t  in

front of  the cathedral  because they knew the Franch wouldn' t  bomb on

accoun t  o f  the  ca thedra l .

The Germans tha t  you  d id  ba t t le  w j th ,  le t ' s  say  o f  the  two unconf j rmed

k i l l ed  wh ich  F lammer  c red j t s  you  w i th ,  I 'm  in te res ted  jn  the  persona l

contac t .  h lha t  happens in  a  typ ica l  case o f  tha t  k jnd?

h 'Je11,  you watch  the  ta i l - -you  don ' t  watch  the  p i lo t - -and you see the

rudders or the elevators move.

And  so  you ' re  w i th  them,  then .

Yeah. This Frenchman, Dorme, that  I  consider one of  the very best of  the

French ,  I  saw h im one  t ' ime  on  the  f ie ld  jus t  fo r  fun .  He  be t  th i s  fe l l ow

a thousand f rancs  he 'd  ge t  on  h is  ta j1 ,  and the  o ther  p i lo t  wou ldn ' t  even

know he was there .  And Dorme got  r igh t  under ,  and th is  fe l low f lew a l l

a round,  he  came back  and he  sa ' id ,  " I  d idn ' t  see  Dorme. "  ( laughter )  RnO

i t  was  a l l  r i gh t  over  the  f i e ld ,  and ,  he l l ,  abou t  100  peop le  saw h ' im- - fo r

twen ty  m inu tes  r igh t  under  h is  ta i l .

And then there  was a  he l l  o f  a  good manuever .  You were  watch ing  th is

German and you saw the  rudder ,  Vou s ta r t  in to  a  le f t -hand tu rn .  You k ' i ck

your  rudder ,  bu t  d idn ' t  use  your  s t ' i ck - - i t  was  ius t  l i ke  an  au tomob i le

sk idd ing- - then  you ' re  on  h is  ta i l .

E :  D id  you meet  any  o f  the  French aces? You were  te l l jng  us  about  one man

l0

l,.l:

u .
t t .

lrj :

H:

w i t h  t he  w i l d  cab  r i de .

H:  0h,  that  was Navarre.  /T-here waV another  fe l  I  ow named

h im ve ry . . .we  were  ve ry  pa l1y .  He  t , r l as  an  ace ,  bu t  no t

. I knew

one  o f  t he  top  aces .
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He was in another squadron with Navarre.  I  to ld you when the Germans

put  a  
. |00 ,000 

marks  reward  on  h im,  he  pa in ted  h is  p lane red  so  there

wou ldn ' t  be  any  doub t  abou t  i t .

R i  gh t .

And I  to ld  you about  the  t ime he  f lew a l l  one  day  a f te r  he  chased th is

po l i ceman up land l  pushed h im aga ins t  a  bu i ' ld ing?

Yeah.  (Laughs)

He d idn ' t  ge t  ou t  o f  tha t  p1ane .  He 'd  s tand  up  and  pee  over  the  s ide .

(Laughter )  fa t  a  sandwich  and dr ink  a  g lass  o f  por t  wh i le  they  were

gass ing  h ' im  up  aga in ,  and  then  away  he 'd  go  aga in .

The damn foo l  jus t  go t  t j red ,  huh?

He f lew f rom abou t  B :00  in  the  morn ing  t i11  n igh t  and  never  go t  ou t  o f  the

damn p lane.  And never  cou ld  f jnd  a  German l  And when he  f ina l l y  came back ,

there  were  the  gendarmes wa i t ing  fo r  h im.

S t ' i l  I  wa i t i ng .

That  was Navar re .  They  c red i ted  h im w ' i th  one o f  the  grea tes t  fea ts  o f

sav ing  the  F rench  av ia t ion .  LTn  the  g rea t  l916  o f fens iveV,  the  Germans

had such a  he l l  o f  a  f lock  o f  p ' lanes  there  tha t  j t  was  a lmost  su ic ide  to

f l y .  And f ina l ' l y  the  French p i lo ts ,  they  knew tha t  they  were  go ing  to

be  k i l l ed  i f  they  went  up ' in  the  a i r ,  and  they  were  a l l  ready  to  mut ' i ny .

And Navarre went down there and he went up and knocked down two, three

Germans ,  and  sa id ,  "You  see  how s imp le  i t  i s?  Come ou t  w i th  me and  I ' l l

show you. "  And they  a1 ' l  go t  the i r  mora le  back ,  and so  he  saved the  who le

mora le  o f  a l l  o f  the  av ia to rs  a round LTher f l .  And then he  ge ts  k i l led

a f te r  the  war .  He 's  f l y ing ,  comes  jn  to  land  on  th is  f i e ld ,  and  some son
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o f  a  b i tch  tax ies  r igh t  ou t  in  f ron t  o f  h jm.  And he  t r jed  to  dodge h im

and c rashed.

D idn ' t  th is  same th ing  happen w i th  Cour tney  Campbe l ' l  one  t ime,  tu rn ing

in  f ron t  o f  somebody tha t  was  land ing?

No,  he  go t  h is  lower  le f t  w jng  sho t ,  and  tha t  b roke  o f f .  And  f ina l l y ' i t

f o lded  back  and  he  was  th rown jn to  th i s  s ide -s tep .  F ina l l y  tha t  p iece

pu l ' led  o f f  and he  managed to  land in  a  beet  f ie ld .

There  was qu i te  a  few f ie lds  a round there ,  wasnr t  there?  As  many t imes

as  you had to  make a  fo rced land jng ,  i t ' s  p re t ty  happy  tha t  you  had some

f je lds  to  land  in ,  wasnr t  i t ,  tha t  i t r s  agr i cu l tu ra l  coun t ry?

I ' ve  had fo rced land ' ings  in  p lowed f ie lds ,  I  had to  land across  the  fu r rows.

Another  t ime I  landed in  a  ho le  in  the  fo res t  and had to  take  the  w ings

of f  to  ge t  i t  ou t  o f  the  fo res t .  (Laughter )  My nose was s t i ck ing  r igh t

be tween two t rees .  How I  go t ' in  there ,  I  dont t  know;  bu t  no  p i lo t  in  the

wor ld  cou ld ' ve  f l own ou t  o f  tha t  th ing .  I t  was  a  p lace  maybe  tw ice  as  b ig

as  th is  /houseT here .

D id  your  p lane ever  ge t  c r ipp led  dur ing  an  engagement?

No,  no th ing  ser ious .  A t  N ieupor t ,  Guynemer 's  p lane  was  ca l led  0 ld  Char l i e ,

V ieux  Char les .  Tha t ' s  jn  a  museum jn  Par i s  today .  I t  has  over  300  bu l le t

ho les  in  i t .  0 f  course  a  who le  lTo t  o - i l  go ' ing  th rough the  w ing  d idn ' t

make any d ' i f ference.

I t  mus t  have  wh is t led ,  though .

Un less  i t  h i t  a  s t ru t ,  had to  b reak  a  spar .  Ant i -a i rc ra f t - -we never

bothered w i th  tha t  a t  a l l .  The way to  dodge the  an t i -a i rc ra f t  was  no t

to  do  th is ,  bu t  to  change  a l t ' i t ude .  You  see ,  those  she l l s  had  a  nose ;  you

tw js ted ' i t  to  regu la te  the  he igh t  and  i t  wou ld  exp lode .  So  they  had  to
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change tha t  a l l  the  t ime.  And j t  wasn ' t  dangerous  beyond a  hundred yards .

So tha t ' s  as  fa r  as  you cou ld  hear  th is ;  un less  you hear  th is  /Fard  knock-

ing  sound/ ,  why  you 'd  pay  no  a t ten t jon .  Then you began to  s low]y  do  th is .

You  kep t  on  abou t  your  bus iness ,  you  d idn ' t  dodge  a round  l j ke  tha t .  Lo ts

o f  p i lo ts  t r ied  to  do  tha t  and they 'd  dodge th is  way.  And then the  nex t

bunch ,  you 'd  see  th is  ba t te ry  o f  fou r  guns ,  and  he 'd  run ' in to  fou r  exp lo -

s ' ions  over r  /h is  head7,  because when they  had to  change the  she l1 ,  i t  was

above you or  be low you.  A l l  exp los ions  o f  a  she l l  comes ou t  s ideways ,  on ly

20 per  cent  go  up  or  down. on  the  nose  then  the  back  o f  h i s

p ' lane  wou ld  ius t  d rop  down.  I t  d idn ' t  go  th rough  i t ,  j t  i us t  fe l l  ' i n  be-

h ind  h is  sea t .  No ,  the  danger  wasn ' t  f rom any th ' ing  bu t  the  o ther  p i lo t - -

the  German p i lo t .

Some o f  these books  /6y /  n rcn ie  h jh i tehouse. . . jn  h is  book ,  he  speaks

about  the  w ings  pu l l ing  o f f .  I  never  heard  or  saw any  case where  fhe

Nieupor t ' s  w ing i  p t l  I  ed  o fT .  That  waS a l  I  ius f  nonsensE.  And here 's  another

th ing ,  the  Spad was d i f f i cu l t  to  maneuver  to  the  r igh t ,  and to  the  r igh t

you had to f ight  that  torque. So the Spad was very poor maneuver ing to

the  r igh t ,  and the  N ieupor t  was  jus t  as  easy  / to  maneuver  to7  t f re  r igh t  as

i t  was  to  the  le f t .  And the  Eng l ish  Sopw' i th ,  many p i lo ts  were  k j l led  wh i le

t ry ing  to  do  someth ing  to  the  r igh t .  Turn ing  a  Sopwi th  to  the  r igh t ,  the

damn th ing  went  ou t  o f  con t ro l .  The N ieupor t  never  d id ,  I  say  to  you.

I t  cou ld  ou t -maneuver ,  ou tc l ' imb ,  a t  h igh  a l t i t udes  i t  was  as  fas t - -a l l

these th ' ings .  That ' s  why  I  say  j t  was  the  grea tes t  p lane '  g rea ter  than

the  Spad.  0 f  course ,  the  Amer ican av ia t ion ,  they  were  f igh t ing  in  packs- -

s i x  o r  e igh t  p lanes  toge ther  a lways .  And  w j th  us ,  99  per  cen t  /o f  the

t imeJ he  was a l l  by  h imse ' l f .  The on ly  t ime we had a  lo t  o f  p lanes  in  the
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air  was when the captain had to f ly  two hours a month to keep his f ly ing

pay. And he damn near LToop every plane that would go up in the air

w i th  h im.  I  remember  once we went  up ,  he  had e igh t  p lanes  to  p ro tec t

h im.  And we jus t  went  up  and f lew around the  Germans bu t  never  went

near ,  and  i t  was  jus t  l i ke  r jd ing  a round  in  an  au tomob i le  fo r  two  hours

and never  saw a  goddamn th ing .  And he  s tayed very  c lose  to  the  l ine .

I  guess  tha t ' s  why  Thenau l t  was  no t  c red i ted  w i th  any  v ic to r ies .

I  th ink  he 'd  go t ten  two,  and no t  w i th  Louf l  squadron.  Before  he  came

he had c red i ted  two.  We near ly  had th is  ce lebra ted  bombing  capta in ,  Happ.

That  son o f  a  b i tch  wou ld  keep on  fo r  h is  ob jec t ive  i f  there  wasn ' t  a

goddamn th ing  beh jnd  i t .  Maybe a  b ig  squadron,  maybe a  dozen p lanes- -

bu t  he  jus t  kep t  on  go ing .  He 'd  lose  everybody,  bu t  he  was go ing  to  tha t

p lace  and  back .  A  coup le  o f  t imes ,  we  f lew p ro tec t ion  fo r  h im,and  tha t ' s

6h i l  he  l j ked  us ,  because he  never  los t  a  p lane when we were  pro tec t ing

h jm.  That  was a  d i r ty  job ,  though.  He went  up  and des t royed the  mauser

fac tory .  That ' s  why  we ha ted  to  have h im around- -he  a ' lways  asked pro tec t ion

f rom us .  Bu t  I 'm  g lad  he  d jdn ' t . . . tha t  was  the  f j r s t  one  we though t  was

go ing  to  be  commanding  the  La fayet te ,  and God knows there  wou ldn ' t  be

any  o f  us  le f t  i f  he 'd  been the  commander j  (Laughter )  So they  dec jded.

I  don ' t  know what  changed h im,  bu t  he  came awfu l l y  c1ose.  A t7  the  las t

minu te  somebody swi tched to  Thenau l t .  I  wou ld  say  tha t  Thenau l t  never  ran

the  s l igh tes t  danger  f rom any th ing  dur ; ing  the  war .  As  I  say ,  he  on ly  f lew

once a month for  two hours,  and then as I  say he had the whole gang behi ,nd

h im.

Is  Thenau l t ' s  book  on  the  Escadr j l le  a  p re t ty  good book?

We1 '1 ,  i t  has  a  lo t  o f  good  in fo rmat ion ,  l i ke  the  ros te r  and  d i f fe ren t  da tes

and  s tu f f  l j ke  tha t .  I t ' s  j n  my  d rawer .

W:

H:
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