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Jane Burges Perrenot
by Jo Ann Hovious

February 14, 1973

H:

P :

Mrs.  Per renot ,  cou ld  you g ive  me a  br ie f  b iograph ica l  ske tch  o f  yourse l f

- -when you were  born ,  when you were  mar r ied? I  wou ld  spec i f j ca l l y  l i ke

to know when your two grandfathers and your father came to El  Paso.

I  was  born  jn  E l  Paso in  1900.  My mother 's  fami ly  (her  fa ther  and mother

and her four s ' is ters and hersel f )  came in 1886. My father came as a young

man ' in  1893.

Where did they come from?

The She l tons ,  my mother 's  fami ly ,  came f rom Brandon,  M ' iss ' i ss ipp i .  My

father 's brother had come to l ive here before;  and before that ,  their

unc le  (Doctor  and Mrs .  Yande l l )  had come to  E l  Paso in  the  1880s.  They

al l  came from Segu' in,  Texas, where their  fami ly had come LTd, some from

Tennessee and some f rom V j rg in ia .

Do you know why the two famj l  jes came to El  Paso? Have you heard th is in

fami  1y  lo re?

Wel l ,  the  She l tons  came to  seek  oppor tun i ty .  They  were  p ' lan ta t ion  peop le ,

and as  I ' ve  o f ten  sa id ,  I  th ink  tha t  peop le  who were  accus tomed to  p ' lan ta-

t ion  l i fe  and hav ing  s laves  were  very  uncomfor tab le  when the j r  s laves  were

hungry or poor.  Now, Dr.  Yandel l  came because he has asthma, and l4r .  I^ l .  H.

Burges  had as thma,  so  he  came fo r  tha t  reason.  Then Dr .  Yande l l ' s  on ly

chi ld died, and /T{ suggested to my father,  who was reading law in New

Braunfe ls ,  Texas ,  to  come out  here  to  read 1aw,  because f i t  wou ld /  be  a

comfort  to his aunt who had raised him. So he came out there and read law

(he never  went  to  law schoo l )  and passed the  Bar rexaminat ion  here .

How old was he when he came to El  Paso?

He was twenty.

H:

p .

H:

P :

H :

P :



Perrenot

P:

How old was he when he marr ied your mother? Was that several  years later?

Hewas twenty-six.  She was twenty.

Do you know where they I ived after they were married?

Wel l ,  a l l  b r ides  and  g rooms l j ved  a t  the  G is t  House .

They d' id? Where was the G' ist  House, do you have any idea? I 've read

about  tha t .

I t  was ei ther on Mesa or Oregon at  about Missour i .  I t  was before my day.

But /Tt  wasf somewhere near the Publ  jc  L ibrary.  I  th ink maybe ' i t  was on

H:

P :

Mesa.

Was i t  a  board inghouse?

Yes,  i t  was  a  board inghouse.  Then

in to  the  Yande l l ' s  house  on  Kansas

exi t ing f rom the freeway from Mesa

af te r  Dr .  Yande l l  d ied ,  why ,  they  moved

and Bou levard .  I t rs  exac t ly  where  you ' re

Street.  /_IV crosses our back yard.

H: So your parents moved jn that  house af terward, and then you were born at

tha t  house  in  1900 .  h |e l1 ,  then ,  how much  longer  d id  the  fami l y  l i ve  in

p .

H:

P :

that  house?

Ti l l  t912 .

Where did you go to grade school?

At  the  Sunset  Schoo l  on  Nor th  E l  Paso St ree t .  I t ' s  the  Educat ion  Center

now. I  went there through the f i f th grade, and then I  went to the El  Paso

Schoo l  fo r  G i r l s .

Had  i t  j us t  been  es tab l j shed?

The year before.

Where was i t  located?

It  was located in Sunset Heights on Terrace Street.  I t  was two two-story

houses and a l i t t le cot tage in back; and then some vacant property across

H:

P :

H :

P :
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s t ree t ,  wh ich  was the  P laYground.

they took two nesidences then, and converted

t  c lose  to  you? D id  you wa lk  to  schoo l?

i t  in to  a  schoo l  .  ldas

Part  of  the t ime I  went away to the Shipley Sc

in  1916,  fo r  nd  las t  two years .

Was i t  customary for  people in El  Paso to send

I ,  yes .

That 's  jus t ,  what ,  two b locks  f rom here?

A l i t t le  more .  I f  you 'd  go  th rough the  backyard  and run  across  the  s t ree t ,

i t  i sn ' t  1Ta{ .

We1 l ,  d id  i t  i nc lude  h igh  schoo l?

Yes,  thene were  some o lder  g i r l s  there .

Is that  where you went to high school  ?

School' in Bryn Mawr,  Pennsyl  vani  a

the i r  daughters  and sons

to school  ?

I  th ink  i t  was  fa i r l y  cus tomary ,  much more  than i t  i s  now.

Did a lot  of  your f r iends go away?

Yes,  a ' l  1  my bes t  f  r iends .

Did most of  them go to the East?

Yes.  The teachers  a t  the  E l  Paso Schoo l  fo r  G i r l s  were  a l l  f rom the  Eas t ,

as  I  remember  i t .  Some,  le t ' s  see ,  maybe f rom Missour i .  M iss  S la te r  and

Miss  Tof f ' l ey  were  the  pr inc ipa ls ;  they  were  bo th  f rom the  Eas t - -Pennsy lvan ia ,

maybe Washington.

Would  you say  then tha t  the  qua l i t y  o f  the  educat ion  was probab ly  qu i te

good,  p robab ly  much be t te r  then than the  pub l ic  schoo ls?  Cou ld  you say

any th ing  about  the  pub l ic  schoo ls?  You say  you went  there  f rom the  f j rs t

to the f j f th grade.

P

H

P

H
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P:

Perrenot

H:

They were  good.  The schoo l  fo r  g i r1s . . .you  see,  my mother  d ied  when I

was 11 ,  jus t  a f te r  I  s ta r ted  in  the  schoo l ,  and I ' ve  a lways  thought  tha t  i t

was a he' lp to my father,  because the school  encouraged you to stay' in the

af te rnoon,  to  s tudy  or  to  p lay  a f te r  schoo l .  I t  sor t  o f  took  care  o f

me fo r  the  fu l l  day .  They  d ' id  insp i re  peop le  to  go  on  to  co11ege,  wh ich

wasn ' t  so  usua l .

Were  there  very  many peop le  go ing  to  co l lege dur ing  these ear ly  years ,

be fore  the  '20s?

As I  say ,  most  o f  my f r iends  d id .

Do you remember gir ls that  were older than you /who went to col leg{?

We1l ,  my young aunts  a l l  went  to  the  Un jvers i ty  o f  Texas ,  a t  leas t  some.

But I  don' t  know that too many went East to col ' lege.

Wel l  i n  the  schoo l  i t se l f ,  1e t ' s  say  go ing  back  to  your  f i ve  years  in  the

pub l ic  schoo ls ,  do  you remember  any  teachers ,  d ry  par t i cu la r  inc idents?

Do you th ink  tha t  there  were  any  par t i cu la r  d isc jp f  ine  prob ' lems? I  rea l ' i ze

before the f i f th grade j t 's  not  as easy to remember.

No,  I  don ' t  remember  any  par t ' i cu la r  d ' i sc ip l  ine  prob lems.

Do you remember games that you al l  p layed at  recess?

Crack the whjp--which somebody got hurt  at .  There must have been some

organ ized spor ts ,  though.  I 'm no t  spor ts  mjnded myse l f ,  bu t  I  remember

when I  was  in  the  f j rs t  o r  second grade we a l l  learned to  cheer  our

basketbal l  team. I  just  remember:

0ne,  tu to ,  th ree ,  four ,  f i ve ,  s ix ,  seven,
A l l  good ch i ld ren  go  to  Heaven.
When they  ge t  there ,  they  w i l l  ye11,
"sunse t l  Sunse t l "  We l l ,  we1 l ,  we l l l

/  Chuc kl  es/

P:
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P :
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H:

P :

H :

P :

t-l .

P:

H :

P :

H :

p .

Were there  any  boys '  schoo ls  in  E l  Paso?

Wel I ,  the  mi f  i ta ry  academy must  have s ta r ted  about

the  Co l lege o f  Mines  s ta r ted ,  ou t  near  For t  B l i ss .

mi l i ta ry  academy d idn ' t  las t  too  many years .

Do you remember going to any games out there?

No. I  don' t  even remember watch' ing a game. Maybe

tha t  t ime.  I t ' s  where

But  I  th ink  tha t  the

H:

P :

i  was supposed to come

home after school  jn those days.

You sa id  tha t  you  wou ld  s tay  a f te r  schoo l  and s tudy .  D id  a  lo t  o f  the

o ther  g i r l s  s tay  a lso?

Yes,  jus t  p lay ing  around and order ing  Baseba l ls  up  f rom the  E l i te .  Have

you ever heard of  Basebal  I  s?

No,  what  j s  tha t?

l^1e11,  be fore  the  days  o f  mi l  k  n icke ls  o r  any th ing  l  i ke  tha t ,  the  E l  i te ,  f rom

El  Paso ,  Texas ,  inven ted  a  ba l l - -ha l f  choco la te  and  ha l f  van ' i l l a ' i ce  c ream,

coated  w i th  choco la te .  I t  was  the  s ize  o f  a  baseba l l ,  and i t  was  ca l led

a Baseba l l .  I  th ink  tha t  j t  was  un ' ique because I  have heard  tha t  they

were  sh ipped as  fa r  as  Denver  in  j ce ,  f rom E l  Paso.

Now,  the  E l i te  was a  confec t ionery ,  wasn ' t  j t?

Yes ,  i s a confect ionery on the corner whereGrant ' s  i s  now--Mesa and

customary to go there after

the  mat inee and meet  peop le  a t  the  E l i te .

What was the mat inee?

There were qui te a number of  p lays that came to El  Paso, I  suppose because

' i t  was a place to make money between Denver and the Edst.  You see, El  Paso

was a rai l road center in those days, / in i l  we of ten had good p' lays and

good  mus ic jans .

Yes, i t  was a confect ionery on the corner wher

Texas /TtreetsT. It was very fancy and it was



Perrenot

H :

P :

And everyone did go to plays? Was this,  I  suppose, one of  the majn forms

of amusement?

ErtJ
And they were dur ing the af ternoon hours?

Wel l ,  somet jmes a f te rnoons.  In  those days ,  I  never  went  to  the  E l j te  a t

n igh t ,  so  I 'm  no t  su re  tha t  i t  was  open .

But the gir ' ls  then, the young set went dur ing the af ternoon?

["tJ
l , r l e l l  now,  d id  you  a l l  go  jus t  wha t , ' i n  a  g rouP,  a lone ,  no  adu l t s?

/J-"tJ

You were  a l lowed to  go  a lone?

I th jnk I  was al lowed to go to town alone from about L9I2,  maybe even

before that ,  because the YWCA opened on Frankl in Street and we were al lowed

to go down /Therg7 l^Je were enrol led in the f i rst  c lasses and we went

down there  ourse lves .

What k inds of  th ings d ' id you do down there?

Jus t  gym.  See,  E l  Paso was ac tua l l y  so  smal l .  I  th jnk  th is  i s  t rue ,  tha t

when the  V i las  Schoo l  was  bu ' i1 t ,  I  know a l l  the  ch i ld ren  f rom the  Sunset

Schoo l  wa lked over  fo r  the  ded ica t jon .  I  th jnk  every  schoo l  ch j ld  in  town

walked to  the  V i las  Schoo l  fo r  the  ded ica t ion .

So,  wa lk ing  was the  main  fo rm o f  t ranspor ta t jon ,  fon  the  k jds  anyway.

0h ,  yes .  Not  too  many peop le  in  E l  Paso had car r iages .  In  1907,  my unc le

had a  car  and j t s  l i cense number  was 207.  I ' ve  unders tood a tha t  they

were given the I  icense number not by year,  but  by order,  so i t  must have

been the  207th  car  in  1907 or  '08 .

So there  was a  combina t jon  o f  car r iages  and au tomobi les .  lde l1 ,  when you

H:

P :

H:



Perrenot

and your f r iends wal ked to town, did you shop? And you say you did meet

boys down at  the confect ionary.

Yes ,  I  be l ieve  I  to ld  you,  we met  the  boys .

You  d id .  tn le11 ,  now was  th is  approved  o r  was  th is  s l j gh t l y . . .?

No.

Your parents knew that you met the boys?

LY"t-J We1l,  I  suppose that when we met boys we were 15 or 16, and by that

t ime a  few o f  us  cou ld  d r ive  cars .  We used to  de l ibera te ly  go  down there

and park .  / Iaughte{ .  I t ' s  ind ica t ive  o f  the  s ize  o f  E l  Paso tha t  you

cou ld  ang le  park  a t  5  o 'c lock  in  the  a f te rnoon on  the  corner  o f  Mesa and

Texas,  and genera l l y  f ind  a  park ing  space.

IPAUSE/

H:  We11,  can you th ink  o f  what  types  o f  th ings  you a1 l  read? You know,  we

you read nove ls  in  schoo l  as  they  do  now,  as  par t  o f  the  Eng l ish  cur r i cu lum?

I  don ' t  th jnk  we  read  nove ls ,  no .  By  the  t ime we were  in  h jgh  schoo l ,  we  l

read Ju l ' ius  Ceasar ,  McBeth ,  and Lorna Doone.  Yes ,  Lorna  Doone is  a  nove l ,

we d id  f read nove lV.

The  c lass jcs  then ,  ma in ly .

lYbs
--i'

And a t  the  g i r l s '  schoo l  they  used  to  i ssue  a  read ing  l i s t ,  a

read ing  l i s t .  I t  was  mos t l y  nove ' l s ,  Haro ld  Be l l  Wr jgh t ,  Zane  Grey '

D ickens  and Thackeray .  0 f  course ,  we were  devoted  to  the  L i t t le

s ummer

bes i  des

Corone l  books  un t j l  we 'd  g rown,  /chuck le - /  p rac t ' i ca11y .

be ing  jssued a t  tha t  t ime.  Peop le  wou ld  say ,  "Do you

Coronel book was coming out?" /L-aughter/. Everybody

for  Chr is tmas or  fo r  the i r  b i r thday .  I  suppose there

You see, they were

know tha t  a  new L i t t le

hoped they 'd  ge t  ' i t

were always book shops,

were  ta lk ing  about  read ing  and learn ing  to  read as  you were  growing  up .  D id



H:

P :

H :

P :

Perrenot

but when I  was l i t t le there were no toy stores,  except there was one toy

s tore  ca l led  Keefer ' s .  Bu t  I  don ' t  th ink  there  was any  o ther  p ' lace  tha t

you go t  toys ,  o r  tha t  car r jed  toys .  And we d idn ' t  ge t  p resents  l i ke  tha t

except  a t  Chn is tmas t ime.

R igh t  a t  Chr i s tmas .

But  Keefer ' s  I  know had do l l s  fo r  ins tance,  ' cause

any. lfaughterT.

I  say ,  I  d idn ' t  ge t

H:  Do you th ink  tha t  most  o f  the  peop le  in  E l  Paso or  a t  leas t ,  1e t ' s  say ,  your

parents and your f r iends'  parents bought most of  the th jngs f rom the stores

here in El  Paso or was there a good deal  of  ?

t^ le l l ,  they somet jmes sent to Bess. My mother sent to Bess for I  j t t le girr ' l  's

underc lo thes ,  i t  seems to  me.

What  i s  Bess?

Bess  was a  s tone,  Bess  and Company jn  New York .  I t  spec ia l i zed  in  ch i ld ren .

I 'm  no t  su re  whe ther  they ' re  s t i l l  lTn  bus inesy .  I  don ' t  th ink  New York

has  j t  anymore ,  so  I  don ' t  know.  But ,  I  don ' t  know how much there  was in

ready-made clothes. I f  there were many, they were fai r ly new, because my

mother 's  c lo thes- -now,  her  good c lo thes- -were  made by  Mrs .  Hev i l y (? )  who

was  a . ' .  .

Seamstress?

Wel l ,  I  don ' t  know i f  you 'd  ca l l  he r  seamst ress ,  she  Nud a  d ressmaker ,

and I  th ink  she somet imes des igned.  When I  was  15 ,  why  she made me a  dress ,

and I  fe l t  tha t  i t  was  very  e legant  tha t  Mrs .  Hev i l y (? )  was  mak ing  my

summer best dress.

The n icer  th ings  then were .  And what  about  ha ts ,  now?

0h,  ha ts  were  so ld  here .  But  my aunt  Anna,  Anna She l ton ,  had taught  a t

Lu{

P:
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P

H

P
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H:

p .

the  Sunse t  schoo l  w i th  M iss  Smal l .  I  don ' t  know what  M iss  Smal l ' s  f i r s t

name was,  bu t  I  th ink  maybe she was the  pr inc ipa l .  the  went  to  New Vork

and she was a buyer.  I  don' t  know for how many years th is went on, but

fo r  severa l ,  she  bought  ha ts  fo r  the  four  She l ton  g ' i r1s .  And the  exc i te -

ment was in the days of  the Merry Widow hat.  And the excj tement jn our

house when the  box  wou ld  a r r i ve- - i t  was  so  wonder fu l i  The unmarr ied  s is tens

on ly  l j ved  two b locks  f rom us .  They  wou ld  a l l  congregate  to  open the  box

and the chi ldren of  course would be there.  And I  remember one year when

al l  of  them were black,  except sort  of  a sof t  shade of  green-- they were

al l  velvet ,  some had feathers,  some had roses. And I  can remember praying

that the green one would be my mother 's / laughteLZ, and i t  was.

Was j t?  We11,  was b lack  then the  most  popu lar  co lo r?  You see the  p ic tu res

and there 's  so  much b lack  and brown.  D id  they  use  a  lo t  o f  b r igh t  co lo rs?

t , . le1 l ,  peop le  went  in to  mourn ing  in  those days .  Our  fami ly  went  in to

mourn ' img,  I  suppose there  were  two success ive  years .  Mrs .  Howe 's  l j t t le

g' i r l  d ied and then my mother 's s ister died. And so I  remember two years

our  fami ly  be ' ing  dressed in  b lack .

For the €nt i re two years?

We' l ' l  ,  i t  seems to me.

I t  seems l j ke ' i t  to  you?

I t  seems l i ke  i t  to  me.

Goodness i

H:

P:  I t ' s  s t range to  me tha t  j t  took  peop le  so  long to  g ive  up  mourn ing ,  because

even in those days they would not al low teachers to wear mourn' ing.  They

knew that mourning had a bad ef fect ,  Sor my aunt Anna Shel ton wore black

a t  home,  bu t  she  d id  no t  wear  i t  a t  schoo l .  I t  seems tha t  i f  they  knew j t
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D .

t-l .

D .

10

H :

P:

H :

P :

H :

P :

H :

P :

D .

then  they  wou ld ' ve  g iven  up  mourn ing ,  doesn ' t  i t ?

Yes, i t  certain ' ly  does, because there were a lot  of  thern.  Do you remember

a lot  of  deaths among fr iends and fami ly as you were growing up?

Wel1 ,  cer ta in ly  more  than now.  As  I  say ,  I  remember  those two.  I  was

about four and f ive when those two occurred.

Do you remember what the causes of death were?

We" l1 ,  my aunt  d ied  o f  cancer  and my cous i rn  d ied  o f  scar le t  fever .  Scar le t

fever ,  I  imag ine ,  was  the  cause o f  most  deaths  o f  ch i ld ren  in  those days .

I t  was  fa i r l y  common;  i t  was  a  ch i ldhood d isease.

Do you think that  the prob' lem of pneumonia,  for  example by the t ime you were

growing up, was better taken care of  than j t  was back jn the 1880s? Do

you remember anyone having pneumonia and coming through i t?

I  don ' t  remember  pneumonia .  Typho id  fever  you s t ' i11  had.  I  don ' t  remember

anybody w i th  d iph ther ia ,  bu t  I  have heard  them ta lk  about  i t .  I  th ink  tha t

about that  t jme that I  began to remember,  they were conquer ing d ' iphther ia.

What  about  smal lpox?

They were al  ready vaccinat ing lagainst  smal l  pof ,  but  peopl  e st i l  I  had i t .

Yes ,  our  cook  go t ' i t  once and she was taken to  the  pes thouse.

They even had a pesthouse in the ear ly part  of  the century?

I  wou ld  say  tha t  i t  was  about  1908 or  someth ing  f i ke  tha t .  /The pes thouse

was atZ Provjdence /H-ospi t { f ,  I  th ink;  o ld Prov' idence. But I  do remember

as  a  ch i ld  tha t  i t  was  unusua l  to  see a  Mex ican who was no t  pock  marked.

t^ lhen you a l l  go t  s ick ,  was  the  doc tor  ca l led  to  the  home?

Yes,  and he  came.

Did  you a l l  have the  f lu  and var ious  types  o f  th ings  we have now?

I suppose we lTid7, except that  we al l  d id have scar let  fever.
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What did they do for high fever? Do you remember?

You were quarant ined for  s ix  weeks,  and I  mean quarant inedl  And then when

you came out ,  everyth ing that  you had which was capable of  be jng fumigated

was fum' igated,  and everyth ing e ' lse was dest royed.  They fum' igated my best

do l l  and  ru i ned  i t .

How d id they fumigate?

l l l e l l ,  I  t h ink  i t  was  a  po t .  I  don ' t  know wha t  t hey  used  fo r  f um iga t i on ,

bu t  t hey  wou ld  l i gh t  i t  and  c l ose  t he  room,  and  t he  f umes . . .  They  a l so

must  have washed c lo thes in  whatever  th ' is  lw-a! f ,  or  /Fometh ' ing s ' imj , ]a f .

Do you remember any medicat ion that  youtookfor  the scar le t  fever?

/N

Then you iust  pret ty much fought the disease out yoursel  f?

I  guess  you d id ,  because I  don ' t  remember  any  med ic ine .  But  / the  cure  o f

sorts- /  for  scar l  et  fever,  Dr.  Homan tol  d me, was sul  fur .  No, I  guess ' i t

was  Dr .  Lee who to ld  me th ' i s  maybe 30  years  ago,  tha t  he  d ' idn ' t  know o f  a

death  f rom scar le t  fever  s ince  they  d iscovered su l fu r .

Wel l ,  wou ld  you say  then tha t  the  ch i ld ren  were  s ick  as  much then as  they

are now? Do you remember being sick qui te a bi t?

Wel j ,  they  were  p robab ly  s i ck  more .  h le l l ,  I  had  tons i l i t i s  a lways .  I  was

s ick  a l l  o f  w in te r .  I  never  went  to  bu t  one E lk 's  dance.  That  was the

b ig  soc ' ia ' l  event  fo r  ch i ld ren ,  and I  never  went  bu t  once because I  a lways

had  tons i l  i t i s .

Was i t  an  annua l  a f fa i r?

Yes.  Mrs .  Hammet t  gave a  dance to  wh ich  she inv i ted  ch i ld ren ,  and there

were favors.

What  was the  age group o f  the  ch i ld ren ,  more  or  less?

o.T
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We1 ' | ,  they  must  have been qu i te  young.  I  don ' t  imag ine  they  were  over

twe lve .  I t  was  a  ch i ld ren 's  par ty ,  bu t  i t  was  ca l led  a  dance .

0 f  course ,  we a l l  went ,  most  peop le  I  knew went  to  danc ing  schoo l .

A  Pro fessor  Mo l le r  came f rom St .  Lou is  in  the  w jn te r  and he ld  danc ing  c lasses

down at ,  I  th ink i t  was the IWOF. I t  was down on Myrt le Avenue. We went

there  on  the  s t ree tcar  and we car r ied  our  danc ing  s f  ippers  in  b lack  sa t in

bags. I  only threw m' ine away about two years ago. l faughterz.

Were  there  a  lo t  o f  ch i ld ren  jn  E l  Paso tha t  took  the  danc ing  }essohs

then,  wou ld  you say?

P: I  have no r^ray of  measur ing how many. But a good many of  the people I  knew

maybe didn' t  go every year,  but  they went a year or two and learned to

two-s tep  and to  wa l tz ,  andhow to  ac t  a t  a  dance,  and how fo r  a  boy  to  ask

you to  dance w i th  h im.  And a t  the  end we had a  Cot i l l i on .

What  abou t  mus ic  lessons ,  d id  you  take  any  p iano ,  v io l ' i n?

Yes ,  mos t  l i t t l e  g i r l s  took  p iano  lessons .

Were there many teachers? tJas there only one dancir ig teocher then and were

there  more  mus ic  teachers?

No, there were other dancing teachers,  because I  said to one of  my fr iends

not  very  long ago,  "D id  you take  danc ing  lessons  w j th  Pro fessor  Mo l le r?"

She sa id ,  "No,  I  took  f rom somebody e lse . "  She ment ioned another  name.

We1 '1 ,  i t  was  essen t ia l  to  lea rn  to  dance ,  because  you  ius t  d idn ' t  ge t  up

and shuff le around, Vou had to know the step.

D id  the  adu l ts  have a  lo t  o f  dances? I  no t iced  jn  the  1912 newspaper ,

cons tan t  ba l  I  s .

P :  0h ,  yes ,  I  th jnk  so .  You know,  there  was the  To l tec  C lub  and the  Soc ia l

Club and /TheT Jewish Club. And then by that t ime there was the El  Paso

T2
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Count ry  C lub ,  and I  th ink  theY had a

Every Saturday night? l^ lhat  e l  se did

they have go1 f  at  that  t ime?

The had go l f  and they  had tenn is .

Did they have any eat i i lng faci l  i t ies

Yes, I went /There7 sometimes when

dance every Saturday n ight .

peop le  do  a t  t he  Coun t rY  C ' l ub?  D id

at  the  t ime?

I was about 13 or

p .

14,  and we cou ld  ge t

a  sandwich .

14e1 l ,  now,  a t  tha t  t ime ,  they  d id  no t  se rve  l i quor  in  p ' l aces  l i ke  tha t '  d jd

they?

Yes they  d id .

They  d id  serve  l iquor  a t  the  Count ry  C lub? But ,  d jd  women dr ink?  Women

d id  no t  d r ink  then,  r ' i gh t?

Wel l ,  I  have no  jdea whether  women drank  thenornot .  But ,  I  a lways  say

when I 'm ta lk ing  about  Proh ib i t ion- -wh ich  was a  mis take- - I  went  to  the

Country Club dances from the t ime I  was about 16. Not al l  of  them, Jou

understand. /Gughterz.  Nobody ever of fered me a dr ink,  nobody ever

sugges ted  tha t  I  go  in  the  bar .  Then  jn  the  summer  o f  1920  o r '21 ,  when

Proh ib j t ion  was rea l l y  es tab l i shed,  I  went  to  a  dance a t  the  E l  Paso Count ry

Club ,  and the  f i rs t  th inq  tha t  my escor t  asked me was wou ld  I  l i ke  some

punch.  I t  was  sp iked. /Laughter / .

Then wou ld  you say  tha t  Proh ib i t jon  was recogn jzed very  much jn  E l  Paso?

I suppose Enu]/  the I  iquor must have been easy to get being here on the

/5ordef.

Wel l ,  i t  made peop le  d r ink  who never  had drunk  be fore .

You ment ioned to  me once someth ing  about  your  fa ther 's  reac t ion  to  Proh ' ib i t jon .

Wel l ,  he  was b i t te r  about  i t ,  because he  was overseas  / -a t  the  t imeZ.  He

H:
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d ' idn ' t  d r ink ,  bu t  he  fe l t  tha t  he  wasn ' t  fo r  P roh ib i t i on  ' cause  he  d idnr t

th ink  i t  wou ld  be  a  success .  And he  fe l t  tha t  i t  was  very  un fa i r  to  pass

the Amendment when so many men were overseas. He returned from Franc& in

March  o f  1919,  and Proh ib i t ion  was to  go  in ,  I  guess ,  the  f j rs t  o f  Ju ly

that year.  He was so angry that  when he got here,  he bought every k ind of

l iquor that  was st i l l  for  sale.  f laughter-1.  We had Jewjsh sacramental

w ine  runn ing  ou t  o f  our  learg l :

Then you started having 1 iquor in the home at that  t jme?

l^Jell , somet'imes.

Had you had wine with meals before that?

usg/-

We11, the famj ' ly  may have had /Fomg/for company, because I  remember once

when I  was  a  l i t t le  g i r l  a t  Thanksg ' i v ing  d inner  they  suggested  tha t  I  take

my ' i ron  ton ' i c  w i th  a  l i t t le  sher ry .  0 f  course ,  I  read the  menus o f  the

Tol tec dinners and the bar banquets,  and they always served wjne or champagne

at  those,  and a t  p r iva te  homes I 'm sure .

But  there  were  no  s t ronger  sp j r i t s  served,  do  you th jnk  then,  as  fa r  as  you

remember any of  that  t jme before Prohibi t jon? Alcohol  was str ict ' ly  reserved,

then, for  the Country Cl  ub?

0h ,  I  don ' t  know,  I 'm  sure  p len ty  o f  fami l i es  had . . .  I  don ' t  know whether

they had whiskey, but they must have has some. There were saloons al l

over  E l  Paso.  I  don ' t  mean a l l  over ,  they  were  a l l  concent ra ted ,  bu t

there were a good many saloons.

Speak ing  o f  the  sa loons  in  E l  Paso,  do  you as  a  ch i ld  remember  hav ing  the

' impress ion  tha t  E l  Paso was a  w jde  open,  w ' i1d ,  v io len t  town?

Goodnessr no, because gambl ing was stopped. My father was one of  the

14
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l eaders  when he  was c i ty  a t to rney ,  and I  don ' t  remember  th ink ing  o f  i t  as

a wide open town.

As fa r  as  you know,  then,  a f te r  tha t  t ime,  gambf ing '  i f  i t  went  on '  Was no t

obv jous ,  no t  open?

No.  As  I  sa id  abou t  the  sa loons ,  we  were  no t  a l lowed to  wa lk . . .when  I  cou ld

go to  town,  we d idn ' t  wa lk  in  f ron t  o f  a  sa loon.  I  never  wa lked on  the

south  s jde  o f  Texas  St ree t ,  be tween 0regon and Mesa '  t i l l  I  was  grown.

You d ' idn ' t?  Most  o f  the  sa loons  were  be low Texas  St ree t ,  then?

We' |1 ,  they ,were  on  there ,  and there  was one sa loon a t  the  corner  o f  She ldon

Street and 0regon-- I  guess that must have been rather hard to avoid.  But

there  were  severa l ,  ev ident ly ,  on  Texas ,  ' cause we wene a lways  to ld  to  wa lk

on the other s ide of  Texas Street.  And there was one sa' loon north of  the

t racks .  You see,  in  those days  nor th  o f  the  t racks  and south  o f  the  t racks

was a descr ipt ive E"r{ .  The town was sort  of  cut  in two by the t racks.

At  tha t  t ime,  then,  were  there  many prominent  fami l ies  l i v ' ing  down on

Magoff in Street?

Yes .

They were st i l l  down there? The move to Montana and Sunset Heights had not

begu n ?

Wel l ,  most  o f  those peop le  never  moved.  The Magof f ins  s tayed there ,  the

Stewar ts  s tayed there ,  the  Mi les ,  the  Kemps,  the  Bar r ions ,  the  Ro l l jns

l ' i ved  down there ,  Dr .  Ro l l  ins '  fam' i l y .  Bu t  they  began to  move up  because

the  N j f f s (? ) ,  and the  l , r l ' i l l  i ams,  and the  Happers  npved up  [ t {  Sunset  He ' igh ts

fa j r l y  ear1y .  But  a  g rea t  many o f  them s tayed.  The Gogg ins  I  i ved  there .

So,  j t  was  de f in j te ly  cons idered,  even though i t  was  be low the  t racks ,  ' i t

was  s t ' i l l  cons jdered a  n jce ,sec t ' ion .  I  wonder  when the  exodus occuredn then?

D .
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We11,  I  don ' t  know there  was an  exodus;  I  suppose the  peop ' le  d ied .  The

Stewar ts '  paren ts  d ied  and they  le f t  town.  The Magof f ins  never  d id .

What about the Kemps? Did theY staY?

Yes .

So tha t  sec t ion  o f  town remained fa i r l y  s tab le ,  then.

Yes,  because I 'd  been a t  par t ies  a t  the  Kemps '  house when I  was  15  or

s ix teen .  Mrs .  Ann  Whi te  was  l i v ing  the re  in  the  r30s .

Was she? I  d idn ' t  rea l i ze  tha t .  So  you were  no t  a f ra ' id  to  be  on  the

s t ree t .  What  about  p ros t ' i tu t ion  then? You know,  in  the  newspapers ,  o f

course, Vou see so much, and you wonder,  iust '  were they exaggerat ing? Do

you fee1,  jus t  as  an  ord inary  c j t i zen ,  tha t  i t  was  poss ' ib1y  as  bad as  they

lFaid it wasT?

We11,  I  imag ine  tha t  i t  was  bad .  I ' ve  been  asked  to  speak  on  th is  sub iec t

be fore ,  and I  sa id  tha t  I 'm no t  exac t ly  the  one to  speak  on  the  sub iec t .

Bu t ,  I  th ink  they  c losed  Mesa ,  a t leas ta t tempted  to ,  du r ing  the  F i rs t  Wor ld

tJar.  Then people would point  out  to me /dertain houseV---"This was Mae,

whatever her name Wasr ' t  or ,  "This was Gypsy Davenport 's  house."  I  remember

tha t  the  f i rs t  ma id  I  ever  had a f te r  I  mar r ied  l i ved  in  one o f  those houses .

I  knew her address and I  went down to te l l  her that  we were going to

Cal i fornia and not to come for the next two weeks. I  was entranced when

I  went  jns ide ,  i t  was  so  fancy .  I  don ' t  know i f  there  was more  pros t i tu t ' ion ,

bu t  i t  was  qu i te  open.  I  mean,  the  houses  were  e legant .  Then when they

broke i t  up,  why, they had the cr ib system or something. And they a ' lso

moved around to di f ferent parts of  town.

Bu t  i t  d idn ' t  rea l l y ,  then ,  in te r fev re  w i th  your  l i ves .

When I  was  a  l i t t l e  g i r1 ,  ro .

H:
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H: You ment ioned your maid af ter  you were

domest ic help in E' l  Paso when you were

more  maids?

there a great  deal  o f

you  a l l  have  one  o r

Yes.  Even in  the  Depress ion  I  d idn ' t  know anyone w i thout  a  ma id .  /Laughte i l .

Were most of  them from Judrez? Now, you say yours l ived on this s ide,  af ter

you were marr ied.  Do you think that  most of  them were El  Paso cj t jzens

ra ther  than c i t i zens  o f  Judrez?

I  don ' t  know.  The f i rs t  one tha t  we ever  had,  tha t  I  remember ,  was  Jes f is ,

and  she  mus t  have  l j ved  in  Judrez ,  because  she  inv i ted  a l l  the  fami l y  to

her  wedd ' ing .  The wedd ing  I  guess  was d t  6 :30  or  7 :00  /Tn  the  norn lnd ,

I  remember i t  was in the dawn that we got up and took the streetcar to

Judrez .  Then a f te r  the  wedd ing  Jesds  asked fo r  Mi r iam and me to  be  le f t

there  and have our  p ic tu res  taken wr ' th  the  br ide  and groom.  So,  we d id .

l l l e11 ,  then you wou ld  say  tha t ' s  cer ta in ly  a  d i f fe ren t  re la t ionsh ip  than

peop le  have w i th  the j r  ma ids  now.  D id  everyone,  o r  d ' id  most  everyone have

a  fa i r l y  c lose  re la t ionsh ip?

We11,  I  imag ine  any  maid  tha t  was  w i th  the  ch j ld ren  fo r  years  /wou ld  be

l i ke  par t  o f  the  fam' i1y j  When my cous in  E the l  Howewas e lec ted ,  I  guess

she  was  the  foo tba l l  sweethear t ,  th i s  was  p robab ly  abou t '24  o r '25 ,  the

maid  tha t  we had when she was a  l j t t le  g i r l  came to  the  house.  She cu t

ou t  o f  the  paper  the  p ic tu re  o f  her .  She wanted  to  see "her  babyr ' .

0h ,  my goodness ,  i sn ' t  tha t  wonder fu l .  D id  you have a  gardener  then,  too?

We had a  cook  and we had a  yard  man,  I  suppose,  once a  week.

Now,  d id  any  o f  them I  i ve  w i th  you,  the  majd  o f  the  cook ,  o r  d  jd  they  go

home? Was th is  s t r i c t l y  day  he lp?

I  th ink  i t  was  day  he lp .  0 f  course ,  I  can ' t  remember .

mar r ied .  Was

a  ch i  I  d?  D id
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l n le11,  I  imag ine  houses  were  no t  equf  pped a t  tha t  t ime fo r  any .

I  dont t  lKnof .  I t  was  jus t  par t  o f  l i fe ,  you  d idn ' t  g ive  i t  any  thought '

I  guess .

D id  you change majds  qu ' i te  o f ten? You say  th is  one par t i cu la r  one

pract' i ca1 ly ra i sed you a1 1 .

0h ,  I  th ink  we had them qu i te  a  long wh ' i le .  And the  way we go t  the  cook

tha t  was  w i th  us  the  longes t . " .wehada  cook  named E ls ' i e .  She  was  b lack

and she was addjcted to f  iquor.  And when she had too much to dr ink she

wou ld  send her  f r iend  Grace in  her  p lace .  And one day  she never  came

back ,  and tha t ' s  how we got  Grace;  and she was w j th  us  fo r  37  years .

Goodness  sakes l  Wel l  now,  was Grace b lack  a lso?

She was b lack .  And by  the  t ime E ls ie  le f t  us ,  we had moved up  here  to

th js  house.  And Grace wanted  to  s tay ,  so  my fa ther  had the  l i t t le  house

out  in  the  back  bu i l t  fo r  Grace.

Was there  much co lo red  he lp  then hene in  E l  Paso?

Yes, there was. There was more Mexican, and several  people I  knew had

Ch inese  cooks .

Did you ever have any Chinese he1 p?

No,  no ,  bu t  the  W.  H.  Burges  had a  Ch inese cook ,  the  Dyers  had a  Ch inese

cook,  the  Hof fmans had a  Ch inese cook ,  the  Joe Wi l l imas had a  Ch inese cook .

What  was the  cook ing  l i ke  then? I  guess ,  there  were  the  wood s toves .  D id

you have,  oh ,  fa i r l y  exo t ic  foods ,  o r  was  the  type  o f  th ' ing  tha t  you  a te

fa i r l y  p la in?  Can you remember  some o f  your  favor i te  d ishes?

My favor i te  desser t  was  the  b iscu j ts ,  ho t  bu t te red  b ' i scu i ts  w i th  mo lasses .

I  don ' t  th ink  tha t  was  shared by  everyone,  bu t  j t  was  my favor i te .  I

guess  our  fami l ies  a lways  ius t  had k ind  o f  sou thern  cook ing- -ham,  and
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f r jed  ch icken,  and roas ts  and b iscu i ts .  We had ho t  b iscu i ts  fo r  lunch

and d inner  every  day ,  a l1  my ' l i fe ,  un t i l  my fa ther  went  overseas .

And then when he came back?

We11, he didn' t  come home for lunch af ter  that .  l , . le always had them for

d inner ,  as  long  as  he  l j ved?

Did  he  come home fo r  lunch every  day ,  then,  dur ing  your  ear )y  ch i ldhood?

Yes.  I  th ' ink  most  men d id .

You do? They d' id not stay in town, then, and eat at  the restaurants?

I  wou ldn ' t  rea l l y  know.  I  wou ldn ' t  be ' in  many  peop le ' s  houses  a t  noon '

and I  don ' t  rea l l y  know whether  the i r  fa thers  came home fo r  lunch or  no t .

Bu t  m ine  d ' id .

Did you eat in restaurants very much?

Yes ,  we11 ,  in  Ch inese  res tauran ts .  See ,  my  fa ther  and  my unc le  W.  H .  Burges ,

and my uncle t , r la l ter  Howe, some of their  f i rst  cases were defending

Ch. ineseaccusedo fbe jng i11ega11y . in theU.S.Theones tha t they

successful ' ly  defended were eternal ly grateful  and we used to patronize

the i r  res taurants .  I  th ink  nps t  o f  them d jd  own res taurants ,  and they

a lso  brought  g i f t s .  Every  Chr is tmas and every  Thanksg iv ' ing ,  they  brought

us a turkey and a ham. 0n Christmas they general ly brought a present

for our mothers and fathers and Chjnese candy and nuts for  us.

There  was a  fa i r l y  good-s ized Ch inese co lony  here  in  E l  Paso,  then,  I

guess  ?

0h ,  yes .

Do you fee l  l i ke  there  lvas  much pre jud ' i ce  in  the  communi ty  aga ins t  the

Chinese? I  know there  was in  the  '80s .

I  wou ldn ' t  be  aware  o f  i t .  As  I  say ,  severa ' l  peop le  I  knew had Ch inese

H:
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cooks .  And Wong.  the  one who worked w j th  the  Wj l l iams,  had been w i th

the Bel l  fami ly f rom the t ime he was a fa i r ' ly  young man. And you know,

the  f i rs t  year  o f  the  Sun Carn iva l  Parade,  I  remember  p rac t ica l l y  the

pre t t ies t  f loa t  as  be ing  the  f loa t  o f  the  Ch inese co lony .  There  was a

def in i te  Ch ' inese co ' lony .

They were veny much a part  of  the commun' i ty.

I t  seemed so  to  me.  When Mah-Jongg became popu lar  in  the  ear ly  '20s ,

there  was a  Ch inese,  a  Ch inaman,  had a  shop down on Frank l in .  He had

beaut i fu l  th ings  bes jdes  Mah-Jongg se ts .  He had brass  and beaut i fu l  th ings

f rom Ch ina .  These Ch inese who were  f r iends  o f  our  fami ly ,  | thg !  men tha t

were defended, they somet imes sent back to China for something specia ' l .

When Mr .  W.  H.  Bunges moved in to  h is  house on  Montana,  I  th ink  Mar -Chew--

one of  them was Mar-Ben and one was Mar-Chew that I  remember the best--

came to  look  a t  h is  house.  And Mr .  Burges  had wa l lpaper  on  the  wa l l - -

dark  red  w i th  sor t  o f  go ' ld  d ragons ' in  i t - -where  there  weren ' t  books .  And

when Chr is tmas came,  Mar -Chew ar r i ved  w i th . . .  You know in  those days  we

had what  we ca l led  here  in  E l  Paso por t je res .  They  were  cur ta jns  a t  the

doorways j f  there was no door;  we had them between our din ' ing room and

our  ha l l .  And he  had an  open /doorway.T  f rom the  ha l l  to  h is  f  ib ra ry .

I t  was  no t  a  c losed door ,  i t  was  open.  And th is  Ch inaman ar r i ved  w i th

the  most  beaut i fu l  s i l k  por t je res  wh ich  he  had embro idered l i ke  the  wa l l -

paper .

My goodness l  Wi thout  be ing  asked or  any th" ing .

I t  was  a  g i f t .  I ' ve  go t  them;  I ' l l  show them to  you somet ime.

I ' d  l i ke  to  see  them.  We l l ,  do  you  th ink  tha t  in  the  houses ,

homes the furnj ture was imported general ly or do you think i t

' in peopl  e '  s

was bought

H:

P :

H :



Perrenot 21

P :

H :

P :

H :

P :

H :

P :

H :

here  in  E l  Paso?

I  th ink  i t  was  bought  here  in  E l  Paso.

There  were ,  I  guess ,  a  number  o f  fu rn i tu re  s to res .

Yes ,  there  was Hoyt ' s  and Rodgers ' ,  and I  donr t  know what  o thers ,  bu t  I

th ink  i t  was  most ly  f rom here .

And  the  type  o f  fu rn j tu re  was . . .?

Wel l ,  by  the  t ime I  can  beg in  to  remember ,  V ic to r ian  fu rn i tu re  was go ing

out  and Go lden 0ak ,  and Mor r is (? )  cha j rs  were  coming ' in .

Was tha t  s ' l  igh t ly  more  modern is t i c  then I  guess?

P:

/_\esJ

l{ere the

cha nge ?

I  guess ,

that had

guess  the

houses  qu j te  o rna te  and c rowded ins jde ,  o r  had they  begun to

most  o f  them.  We1l ,  when I  was  l j t t le ,  I  remember  one house

por t ie res  o f  sea  she l l s ,  s tn ings  and  s t r ings  o f  she l l s .  And  I

o lder  peop le  had the ,  you  know,  those k ind  o f  c rowded and

Vic to r ian ,  bu t  I i t t le  by  1 i t t le  they  /changeq/ - .

Were there rugs on most of  the f loors?

There  were  carpe ts .  Hardwood f loors  must  have come in . . . I  don ' t  know.

For  jns tance,  they  were  in  when th is  house vvas  bu i l t ' i n  1912.  And every -

body  thought ' i t  was  so  marve lousn because carpe ts  had a  Way o f  wear ing

out ,  they  s t i l l  do  have a  way o f  wear ing  ou t ,  /Ehuck le - /a t  cer ta in  spots .

And w i th  hardwood f loors  and rugs ,  we cou ld  change around some.  But  I 'd

say that in most of  the houses lTt  "ugf 
in !Th{ 1900s they had carpets.

Do you remember your houses bejng comfortably warm or fa i r ly  draf ty?

We1 ' | ,  we wore  un jon  su j ts  in  the  w in te r ,  p repared fo r  co ld  weather .  And

our  house had f i rep laces  jn  the  bedrooms,  and a  f i rep lace  in  the  d in ing
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room,  and  a  f i r ep lace  i n  the  l i b ra ry .  And  then  we  had  a  base  bu rne r

down  in  the  f ron t ,  I  guess  i t  was  to  the  l e f t  o f  t he  pa r lo r ,  wh ich  d id

send  some hea t  ups ta i r s ;  i t  wa rmed  some.  And  i  guess  peop ' l e  had  va r ious

s toves  and  f i r ep laces .

H:  Do you remember what  you burned in  the f i rep laces? Was i t  wood or  do you

th ink  you  used  coa l?

22

P: I  th ink  most  o f  i t  was  coa l .  I t  was  n ice  though to  go  to  bed w i th  a

l j t t le  cozy  f j re .  Then,  as  I  remember ,  in  the  rea l  co ld  weather ,  my

fa ther  wou ld  bu i ld  f i res  fo r  us  to  d ress  by  in  the  morn ing .  Somebody

asked me about  the  heat  in  the  schoo ls ,  and perhaps  by  the  t ime I  en tered

school  they did have furnaces, because I  don' t  seem to remember a stove

in  the  rooms.

So, were they comfortable then?

Yes. When I  went to k indergarten, when I  was three or four,  we did have

a s tove  bu t  I  don ' t  remember  a  s tove  a t  the  Sunset  Schoo l .  I  may be  wrong.

D id  you a l ' l  take  your  lunches  or  d id  you come home to  lunch?

We came home for I  unch.

And there  were  no  gyms or  any th ' ing  l i ke  tha t , ' i t  was  ius t  schoo l rooms.

There  were  no  aud i to r jums,  e j ther .  I  don ' t  suppose tha t  the  who le  schoo l

ever  go t  together  a t  one t ime.  Somet imes i f  one cJass  wou ld  pu t  on  some-

th ing ,  they  wou ld  inv i te  g rade by  grade.  I  do  remember  when I  f i r s t

started going up to the f j f th or s ' ix th grade room, they put on The

Cour tsh ip  o f  Mj les  S tand ish .  Perhaps  you might  be  ab le  to  c rowd two

classes in,  but  there were no /Targer places to mee_t7.

Do you think at tendance was good?

F" tJ  Ch i ld ren  were  ve ry  used  to  d isc ip l ine  in  those  days .  C lass  d idn ' t

H:
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P :

H :

P :
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beg in  un t j l  everyone had two fee t  under  the  desk  and the i r  hands  c lasped

on top of  the desk. There was no wander jng around. Everyone remained

s i len t ,  I 'm sure .  One th ing  I  remember  i s  tha t  the  year  I  s ta r ted  was the

year that /There jnd jv idua l  d r ink jng  cups .  Whether  i t  was  an  o rd inance

or  a  1aw,  I  don ' t  know what ,  bu t  we each had to  b r ing  our  t jn  cup and i t

had to have a r ibbon on i t .  And we hung i t  on the peg where our hats were.

I  suppose before that  they used a bucket and a d ' ipper.

Did they have a bucket jn the room?

No,  I  guess  i t  was  in  the  ha l l .  I  guess  probab ly  there  was a  hydrant  by

/- the t ime I  wen!/ ,  and we took our cup. I t  was pointed out to us that  we

were  the  f i r s t  peop le  w i th  ind iv idua l  d r ink ' i ng  cups .

And there  was indoor  p lumbing  in  the  schoo ls  a t  tha t  t ime?

0h,  yes ;  oh ,  yes .  I  don ' t  remember  E l  Paso w ' i thout  indoor  p lumbing .

You ment ioned, you started to te l l  me a minute ago about the ef fect  of

the  Ba lkan h ja r .

The Bal  kan l l ' lar  wh' ich was, I  suppose, around I9t2--a sty le came from ' i t

ca l led  the  Ba lkan  B louse ,  a  long  wa is ted  b louse .  I t  was  very  popu la r  w i th '

fo r  jns tance,  ch ' i ld ren 's  c lo thes .  Somet ime ius t  be fore  tha t ,  the  hobb le

sk i r t  came in ,  wh ich  was a  t igh t  sk i r t  a t  the  bo t tom.  We thought  j t  was

pret ty funny to see ladies walk ing down the street l j in those skir tsZ.

Up un t ' i l  t he '20s ,  the  leng th  o f  sk j r t s  ind ica ted  your  age ,  abso lu te ly .

Your dress went down by inches. I t  started below your knee,r  I  guess always;

I  don ' t  remember  any  p ic tu res  o f  l j t t le  g i r l s  w i th  d resses  above the i r  knees '

unless they'd outgrown them. But by the t ime you were 14 i t  could be about

14  jnches  above the  ground.  And when your  d ress  WaS to  your  ank les ,  VoU

had i t  made.

wereZ

H:

P :

H :

P :

H :

P :



Perrenot

H:  Do you th ink  the  g i ' r l s  were  very ,  you  know they ' re  so  s ty le  consc ious

today. Do you remember worry ing about what you were go' ing to wear to school?

Wel  1  ,  yes .

Try ing  to  ou t -do  someone e lse  or . . .

We l l ,  we  d ' idn r t . . .  j t  was  ;no t  an  a f f l uen t  soc ie ty .  I f  the re  were  any  wea l thy

peop le  in  E l  Paso,  I  d idn ' t  know i t .  I  don ' t  th ink  we had enough to  wor ry

about .  Sashes and ha i r  r ibbons  were  how you dressed up  your  d ress .  Every

l i t t le  g i r l  had  a  wh i te  d ress  made w i th  ba t is te  o r  someth jng ,  and maybe

w' i th  lace .  I  remember  the  year  tha t  I  go t  a  ye l low sash.  I 'd  never  had a

ye1 low sash and ha i r  r ibbon be fore ,  on ' l y  p ink  o r  b lue ,  and tha t  was  n ice .

Do you remember having very many clothes?

I  was  very  c lo thes  consc iousn bu t  I  don ' t  guess  I  had too  many c lo thes .  i

know I  was  c lo thes  consc ious  because I  wanted  a  d ress  w i th  mut ton  1eg s leeves ,

when mut ton ' leg  s leeves  came in .  Bu t ,  na tu ra l l y ,  I  d idn ' t  ge t  one  and  I

was fu r ious .

D id  you  no t  ge t  one ,  do  you  th ink ,  because . . .?

We11,  I  was  on" l y  abou t  fou r  years  o ld ,  and  I  wou ld  have  looked  k ind  o f  s i11y

in  mut ton  1eg  s leeves .

You were just  too young. l faught"{ .

But I  was determ' ined to make myse' l f  one, so out of  the scrap bag I  started

a dress .  I  was  mak ing  my s leeves  ou t  o f  dark  g reen ta f fe ta ,  and every  t ime

tha t  I ' d  go  back  to  i t ,  I  knew tha t  I  cou ldn ' t  make  i t ,  bu t  I  wou ld  t r y .

D id  your  mother  do  any  sewing  a t  a l l?

She d id  fancy  embro idery  and s tu f f  l j ke  tha t ,  bu t

woman.  We had one named Octav ia ,  I  guess ,  fo r  15

Djd she come into your home and do the sewing?

a lways  had  a  sew ing

20  yea rs .

24
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Did  you a l l  have a  sewing  mach ing  then?

Yes .

Do you remember hav' ing a washjng machine?

0h ,  no  I

I  guess  tha t  wou ld  have been,  we l l  no t ,  I  don ' t  mean when you were  rea l

young,  bu t ,  when you were  a  ch i ld .

I  don ' t  remember  see jng  a  wash ing  mach ine  un t i l  I  was  mar r ied .

You  don ' t?

No,  I  don ' t  th jnk  so .  When I  th ink  o f  the  /a - i f f i cu l ty f ,  I  don ' t  remember

tha t  we had any  bu j l t - in  washtubs .  I  th ink  tha t  the  wash woman washed ou t

on  the  back  porch  on  the  scrub  board  and tubs .  I  may be  wrong,  bu t  I  can ' t

seem to remember laundry tubs.

What  about  the  ba th  tubs?

P: t^ |e had a bathroom upstairs wj th a tub,  and then we had a to i let  and washroom

25
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downsta i  rs .

What about the icebox si tuat ' ion? I  know the Ainsa home has

bu i l t - in  j cebox  tha t  you  can open f rom the  ou ts jde  and pu t

you al ' l  have one of  /Those/-? Was this pret ty standard?

No.  The Krupp 's  house over  on  Los  Ange les  St ree t  had tha t .

l i t t l e  back  en t rance  fo r  the  i ceman to  come ' in .  I t  was  a

fo r  h im to  wa lk  in .

I t  was  a  room.

that  grand

the  i  ce  ' i n  .  D id

We had a

I  i t t l  e  ent rance

Wel l ,  i t ' s  par t  o f  my ba throom now,  I  cou ld  show i t  to  you.  But ,  he  came

' in and put the ice in the f icebo{.  And of  course you had to put the pans

underneath  because j t  d r ipped a1 l  the  t ime.
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So i t  was  a  regu la r  f ree-s tand ing  icebox?

0h, yes.  I  don' t  imagine too many peopte fnaO ong/- .  The house had to be

de l ibera te ly  bu i l t  to  have tha t .  I  remember  tha t  the  Krupp 's  bes ides

the  A insa 's  had  a  door  f rom the  ou ts ide .  Mus t ' ve  been  n ice .

/Pause/

H:  Was there  much t rave f ing  across  to  Judrez? D id  you a l1  go  to  Judrez  much?

26
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I  know I  remember reading that women bought their  g loves and what not /over

t f rere/ .  And did you a1l  take in any entertajnment of  any k ind over thene?

Not  tha t  I  know o f .  Bes ide  go ing  to  Jes0s '  wedd ing ,  I  ius t  remember  once

r id ' ing  over  to  Ju6rez  in  somebody 's  car r iage.

You d jd  no t  do  any  shopp ' ing  over  there  then?

No,  I  don ' t  th ink  so ,  none  a t  a l l .

Do you thjnk that  the men went over to Judrez much? I  know, now, the

racet rack  opened somet jme ' in  the  teens ,  I  be l ieve .

About I9I2 or 1913.

Yes ,  I  be l ieve  i t  was .

But  the  rac ing ,  o f  course ,  was  on  on ly  fo r  a  shor t  per iod .  And I  imag ine

that a good many people came to town because whi le the racing was on, I

was not al lowed to go to town.

You were  no t .  So  i t  must  have had an  impact  on  the . . .  I  read /aOoutZ  t f re

r i f f - ra f f  tha t  came because o f  the  races .  And thene were  compla in ts  in

the newspaper that  E' l  Pasoans were at tending the races and gamb' l ing'  that

women were gambl ing.

We11,  I  th ink  I  l ed  a  she l te red  l i f e .  I  d jdn ' t  know any th ing  abou t  tha t .

You know, my son brought me a book about the Depression and the stock nnrket '
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and he  can ' t  be l ' ieve  tha t  I  don ' t  / remember / .  I  remember  the  Depress ion '
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but  I  had no th ing  to  do  w i th  the  s tock  marke t .  i  d idn ' t  know any ,  I  jus t

was not mixed up lTn that/  And I  don' t  th ink our fami ly l rad stucks/ .

You don ' t  th ink  then tha t  your  fa ther  had any?

Stocks? No l

I  know I  was  nead ing  a  le t te r  o f  h is  to  a  man in  Eng land tha t  d id  some

genealogical  research for him. And he sa' id that  i t  had ef fected El  Paso

and tha t  he  fe l t  the  wo l f  was  no t  a t  h is  door ,  bu t  tha t  t imes were  t igh t .

You d idn ' t  fee l  any . . .  Now,  you wou ld  have been jn  co l lege a t  the  t ime.

0h ,  fo r  the  Depress ion? No,  I  was  mar r ied .  I t  a f fec ted  E l  Paso,  and by

tha t  t ime lo ts  o f  peop le  had s tocks ,  I 'm sure ,  bu t  I  jus t  never  heard  o f

our  fami ly  hav ing  s tocks .

There was a great deal of poverty in El Paso then do you say?

/_YesJ
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H:  I  wou ld  l i ke  to  ge t  back  to  tha t  po in t  on  where  peop le  d id  l i ve  i n  E l  Paso .

I ' d  l i ke  to  ge t  t ha t  be fo re  we  fo rge t  i t .  Cou ld  you  repea t  wha t  you  sa id

abou t ,  you  don ' t  t h ink  tha t  t he re  was  a  r i gh t  o r  a  wrong  p lace  to  l i ve  i n

E l  Paso?

We11,  when  a  new d is t r i c t  wou ld  be  deve loped ,  such  as  Sunse t  He igh ts ,  a

lo t  o f  peop le  bu j l t  houses  up  here .  But  the  nex t  th ing l  you  know,  Manhat tan

Heights was developed and other people started there,  and sometjmes the

Sunset  He ' igh ters  moved over  there .  Then when Aust in  Ternace. . .we l1 ,  then

next came Kern Place, I  guess. And because there was plenty of  room,

tha t ' s  why  no  par t i cu la r  d is t r i c t  ever  re td jned i t s  supremacy,  because

anothen one wou ld  be  deve loped.

Would  you say  then tha t  there  were  a  number  o f  income groups  f i v ing ' in

each one of  these areas?

LY"{, I would say so.

I  thought that  perhaps the Magoff in area started to go downhi l l  when

peop le  f rom lower  income groups  moved in ,  bu t  maybe tha t  wasn ' t  necessar i l y

so ,  then .

h le l l ,  the  S tewar ts  l i ved  there  un t j l  abou t  ' 22  o r '23 ,  un t i l  t he  fami ' l y

d ' ied or moved away. I  to ld you the other day the Goggins and the t t ' lagoff ins

f i ved  therg f .  lB - i l l  E l l io tZ  sa id  i t  was  the  on ly  c i ty  he 'd  ever  known

where  your  address  made no d i f fe rence.  He sa id ,  "Jus t  th ink  o f  i t .  The

Pres jdent  o f  the  b igges t  bank  in  town l i ves  in  a  smal l  bunga low. "  He was

ta lk ing  about  Bob McAfee up  on  C inc innat j  S t ree t .

Peop le  jus t  more  or  less  moved whene they  chose to .

Yes ,  I  don ' t  th ink  tha t . . .  Now,  the  s igns  fo r  Chapar ra l  P lace  E"u{ - -

i t ' s  a  p lace  F" {  peop le  on  the i r  way  up .  But  tha t  ' i s  ianz  en t ' i re1y
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d i f fe ren t  concept  in  E l  Paso.  A t  leas t  tha t ' s  what  I 'm aware  o f ,  because

my f ri ends I i ved everyp'l ace .

Did you have any fr iends that l ived in the Lower Va11ey? Was there much

communica t ion  w i th  the  peop le  tha t  l i ved ,  sdV,  in  Fabens,  down around there?

The Turners ,  Dr .  Turner  had a  fa rm down the  Va l ley ,  and occas iona l ]y ,  very

occas iona l l y ,  we 'd  /Fee the [ / .  And I  never  rode on  the  in te r -u rban;  peop le

ta lk  about  the  jn ten-urban tha t  went  down the  Va11ey.

That was the streetcar then that went on down?

/J - "sJ  We have p ic tu res  jn  the ,  oh ,  '80s  and '90s .  I  don ' t  know whose

p lace  i t  i s ,  maybe j t  i s  the  Webbs '  p1ace.  I  know the  l {ebbs  had a  p lace

/Tn the va11ey/-.

You sa id  you d idn ' t  have a  car r iage,  i s  tha t  r igh t?  So I  guess  you go t  a

car eventua' l  1y?

My fa ther  gave me a  car  jn  1918.  He never  learned to  d r ive .

Were there very many automobi les in El  Paso?

In  1918?  0h ,  yes .

Were there many carr iages in El  Paso before the automobi le?

We11,  I  don ' t  know,  there  were  enough.  The f i rs t  Osape l *  parades  were

car r iages  or  bugg ies .  I  don ' t  know how many years  they  las ted .  But  some-

body ca ' l led  me up about  them.  I  sa id ,  we l l ,  what  I  remember ,  I  cou ldn ' t

te11 you whether  i t  was  the  f j rs t  one or  the  second one tha t  was  tha t

everybody was jn  car r iages .  And o f  course ,  the  f i re  eng ines  were  a l l  d rawn

by horses .  But ,  one lady  w i th  an  e lec t r i c  au tonpb i le  was in  i t ,  and  she

had i t  decorated with f resh f lowers (nrost  of  them were paper f lowers) and

l i t t l e  e lec t r i c  l i gh tbu lbs  a l l  a round .  I  never  fo rgo t  tha t .  Bu t  mos t  o f

our  parades  were  e i ther  mi f  i ta ry  parades  or  camiages .  0 f  course ,  the

U .

*  E l  Paso spe l led  backwards
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mi l i ta ry  parade was beaut i fu l  in  those days  w i th  so  many horses .  Then in

every  parade there  was a t  leas t  one f i re  eng ine ,  maybe four  o r  f i ve ,  w i th ,

you know, they were matched horses. In place of  a sport ,  that  was something

that we used to do when we were l ' i t t le-- t ry to f igure out what street the

f i re horses would be exercised on that day so we could go watch them. Every

day  the  f i remen had to  take  the  horses  ou t ,  and tha t  was  pant  o f  our  schedu le ,

/ - toZ see the f i re horses.

What  about  the  Four th  o f  Ju ly  ce lebra t jons?

They were, some of them, at  Washington Park.

Did the whole town go down there?

t^ le l l ,  I  guess  I  wasn ' t  look ing  whether  there  was the  who le  town or  no t .

/0huckleg/.  FVV- j t  seemed l ike a great crowd, and there were beaut i fu l

f i  reworks.

Could you descr ibe a Fourth of  July down there?

lde11 ,  you  wou ldn ' t  go  t i " l 1  jus t  abou t  dark ;  you  see ,  i t  wou ld

They ' re  rea l l y  l i ke  the  f i reworks  now.  They  probab ly  /weren '

but they looked more spectacular to me.

be at  n igh t .

as  spec tacu la r ,{

So there  was no t  an  a l1  day  p icn ic  o r  someth ' ing  l i ke  tha t '  tha t  you  see

p ic tu res  o f .

No,  no .  And then we d idn ' t  a lways  go  to  Wash ing ton  Park ,  o f ten  we ius t

had our own f  j reworks at  n ' ight .

Where did you get the fireworks? Do you remember?

0h,  f rom the  Ch inamen.

0h ,  I  see .

I 'm sure al l  f i reworks came from /Them/.

From the  Ch inese?
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Yes.

we went to Washington Park.  l ,Je used to have picnics r ight  up here in

the Mesa Garden.

By  tha t  t ime j t  was  what ,  jus t  a  g rove  o f  t rees?

No,  there  were  t rees .

Was the  I  i t t l  e  pav ' i l ' i on  s t  j l  I  there?

There  was an  o ld  shack  and a  few Span ish  Daggers ,  tha t ' s  a l l .  Some o f  my

fr iends who come from other parts of  the wor ld feel  so sorry for  thejr

ch i ld ren  growing  up  here  and never  hav ing  a  p re t ty  p lace  fo r  a  p icn ic .  I

H:

Did  you a l1  ever  go  up  to  the  Upper  Va11ey,  as  a  ch i ld?

We11,  abou t  the  t ime tha t  I  s ta r ted  the  g i r l ' s  schoo l ,  one  o r  two  o f  the

fami l ies I  knew had cars.  The Stewarts had a car,  and the Stewarts had a

farm up the val ley-- the U. S. Stewarts.  I  used to go some Sundays with

them, but I  th jnk they were the only people I  knew that had a farr14-.

D jd  you go  on  many p ' i cn ics  then,  o r  was  th is  no t  a  popu lar  fo rm o f  recrea-

t ion?

P:  We l l ,  i t  cou ldnr t  have  been  too  popu la r ,  because  there  wasn ' t  anyp lace  to

go.  In  1913,  I  th jnk ,  we must  have had a  good dea l  o f  ra jn ,  because a

lake of  water formed someplace up in th is part  of  town. I  have a pjcture

o f  i t .  I  asked my fa ther  where  he  thought  i t  was ,  and he  thought  i t  was

about  where  Prov idence Hosp i ta l  i s  now.  But  we had qu i te  a  p icn ic  up

there once. l^ le took the streetcar that  went up Mesa Avenue to the top

of  the  h i l l .  We went  on  the  s t ree tcar  w i th  our  lunch packages and wa lked

to  the  lake .  I 'm  sure  ' i t  wou ldn ' t  l ook  l ' i ke  a  lake  to  anybody  who 'd  ever

seen a  lake  /chuck ' l ! / ,  bu t  i t  d id  to  us .  And occas iona l l y ,  a t  leas t  once,
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sa id ,  "We l l ,  i f  you  won ' t  ta l k  abou t  i t ,  they  won ' t  know what  they  a re

miss ing .  I t  never  occured to  me tha t  we d idn ' t  have a  pre t ty  p lace  fo r  a

p icn ic ,  because I  was  jus t  used to  whatever  p icn ic  we had. "

Do you think that  people dfd much in the way of  beaut i fy ing their  yards

or plant ing very many trees? Was El  Paso pret ty much a t reeless /Town/?

We11,  I  th ' ink  everybody d id  what  they  cou1d.  One o f  my ear l ies t  reco l lec t ions

was of  my grandmother.  She always took the dishwater out and watered. And

she a lways  took  ou t  the  eggshe l ls  and the  co f fee  grounds- - I  used to  take

them out  fo r  her .  She had iv ies ,  she  had a  pear  t ree .  She to ld  me tha t

when they  came jn  1886 tha t  there  wasn ' t  a  b lade o f  g rass  in  E l  Paso,  and

tha t  she  used to  occas iona l ' l y  d ress  her  f i ve  l i t t le  g i r l s  and take  the

streetcar to Judrez so she could show them grass on the pat io of  the Judrez

ra i l road  s ta t ion .  You  see ,  the  wa te r  came f rom the  r i ve r ,  d idn ' t ' i t ?  And

we d' idn' t  have much and i t  was supposed to be very a1 kal ' ine.  You know' they

used to sel  I  dr inking water.  But somet ime before I  was b' ig enough to

remember ( l  read' i t )  the water company was developed to a point  where

peop le  d id  ge t  water .  We had th ree  or  four  b ig  t rees  in  our  yard  and my

grandmother  d id  too .

Did you have vegetable gardens

We11,  I  th ink  a  few peop l  e  6 i

beaut i fu l  roses .

f lower gardens?

Mrs. Dyer out on Montana Street had

and

!/-

What type of  vegetables d ' id you have?

I  d idn ' t  ever  ea t  them,  j f  you  have to  know.

/faugh .  Shame on you I

I  th ' i nk  tha t  Mrs .  Yande l l ,

t ree.  h le have a cut t ing,

who  you  know came" in  the  '80s ,  she  pu t " in  a  f i g

our  f ig  t ree  is  a  cu t t ing  f rom tha t  t ree .  She

terT
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ev ident ' l y  g rewsometh ingas  soon as  she came.

I t 's  amazing a f ig t ree would grow, and then the pear t ree.  Can you remember

any others?

Chinaberry t rees were qui te usual  jn those days. Nobody p' lants them anymore'

I  understand, because they break in the wind so badly and other t rees have

pnoved sturdier.  Both mulberry t rees and chjnaberry t rees.

0n the subject  of  recreat ion and free t ime and what not,  can you rem' in isce

on anytime before you went away to East?

Wel l ,  the  popu lar  spor t  was  to  go  to  the  E l i te  and have some ice  c ream.

That  reminds  me,  you sa id  someth ing  about  o rder ing  Baseba l ls  tha t  las t

t ime. Did someone go to get them?

Nol  We cou ld  te lephone down,  and j f  we ondered as  many as  s ix  o r  e jgh t ,

they  wou ld  de l j ver  them.  De l ivery  serv jce  r^ las  marve lous  jn  those days .  I

remember when I  was about 20 years old,  some of  us were s j t t ing over here

one a f te rnoon ta lk ing  about  c lo thes .  And somebbdy sa id ,  "0h ,  I  saw such

a pre t ty  d ress  a t  the  Popu lar ;  I  wou ld  ] i ke  to  t ry  j t  on . "  And we sa ' id ,

"We l l ,  why  don ' t  you  ca l l  down and  ask  them to  send  i t  up . "  So ,  she  went

to  the  phone and she sa id  tha t  she  was over  here  a t  Jane Burges '  house and

j f  there |* .g/-  any other dresses sort  of  I  ike that  that  the rest  of  us

might  l i ke ,  wou ld  they  send them.  And in  15  mjnu tes  the  Popu lar  boy  was

here  w i th  the  package o f  d resses .

Do you th ink  your  g rocer ies  too  were  de l j vered?

0h ,  yes .  I  to ld  you  the  g rocer ies ,  Mr .  l ^ la tson 's  g rocery . . .  I  don ' t

remember  when we d idn ' t  have grocer ies  de l i vered .  Watson 's  Grocery  sent

a  man around- - I  th ink  I  was  te" l l ing  you th is - -sent  Mr .  Ha ldeman around in

a  wagon w i th  a  wh i te  horse ,  and he  took  the  orders .

P:

H :

P :
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Your  mother  d idn ' t  have to  go  to  the  grocery  s to re  a t  a l l ,  then?

No. And whether Mr.  Haldeman himsel f  brought them back 16r no{,  I 'm not

sure .  But  I  jus t  remember  Mr .  Ha ldeman h i tch ing  h is  wh i te  horse  and coming

in to  the  k i tchen and te l l ing  a1 l  the  news a long the  way and tak ing  your

onder .  He  cou ld  te11  you ' i f  anybody  was  s ick ,  o r ' l e f t  town.

Did you eat much meat,  Mrs.  Pernenot?

Yes,  we a lways  a te  meat .

You d id .  t ^ lou ld  you say  more  than any th ing  e ' l se ,  ch icken? You ment joned

southern  cook ing .

A  lo t  o f  ch icken ,  and  s teak .

Steak .  You d id  ea t  p len ty  o f  s teak ,  then.

I 'm sure other peop' le ate vegetables,  but  I  was very -_. .*-about

vegetab les .  The on ly  th ing  I  l j ked  was s tewed tomatoes .

0h ,  I  know what  I  wanted  to  ask  you.  We were  ta lk ing  about  the  E l  Paso

Gi r ls '  Schoo l .  Were  there  o ther  p r iva te  schoo ls  a t  tha t  t ime tha t  you

might have had fr iends that went to them?

t tTn{  Ca tho l i c  / scnoo f  was  S t .  Joseph 's ,  wasn ' t  tha t  the  g i r l s '  schoo l?

I  don ' t  remember  any  o thers ,  there  migh t  have been.  In  fac t ,  I  have heard

peop le  ment ion  them but  I  don ' t  rea l l y  remember  them.  But  a  lo t  o f  ch i ld ren

I  knew went  to  S t .  Joseph 's ,  i t  was  up  on  Nor th  E l  Paso St ree t .

Did you have fr iends that went there?

lYesr_7

Among the  g ' i r l s ,  were  there  c l iques  the  way there  are  today? The l i t t le

groups  o f ,  say ,  f i ve  o r  s ix?

0h,  yes .  Up th rough the  t ime tha t  my ch i ld ren  grew L lp ,  I  th jnk  tha t  g i r l s '

c lubs  and  boys 'c lubs  were  p robab ly  the  nuc leus  o f  soc ia l  l i f e .  The  g i r l s

P:



Perrenot 35

tha t  I  went  to  the  g i r l ' s  schoo l  / i i thT

se lves  the  Dutch  Trea ters .  And over  a t

,  abou t  s i x  o f  us '  we  ca l led  our -

h igh  schoo l  there  was another  g roup

P:

with Frances Ear l  and Ethel  Crawford,  and Bernice Br ick,  Fnu{ some of

them belonged to.  And I  remember that  they sent word,  wel l ,  by the grape-

v ine ,  tha t  they  were  go ' ing  to  ask  us  to  come p lay  Br idge w i th  them.  We1 ' l  ,

we's never played Br idge, so we went jnto a panic l  / Iaughterz And /weZ

asked one o f  the  o lder  g i r l s  a t  schoo l  i f  she  cou ld  teach us  Br idge.  So

every  day  a t ' lunch t ime we 'd  take  a  few minutes ,  and a f te r  about  four  o r

f i ve  days  we fe l t  equ ipped to  go  p lay  Br idge.

H:  Th is  was when you were  in  h igh  schoo l?  You were  the  same age as  these

g i r l s  more  o r  less?

0h, we were about 13 or 14 years o ' ld.  And then there were lots of  teas,

af ternoon teas. And of  course there was always a Saturday af ternoon movie

wh ich  most  peop le  went  to .  Somet imes i t  was  a  ser ia l  o f  Per i l s  o f  Pau l ine .

That 's  one o f  the  th ings  I  regre t  most  about  now.  You can ' t  ius t  suggest

tha t  your  ch j ld ren  or  g randch i ld ren  go  to  a  mov ' ie  ' cause there ' ;s  no th ing

there  fo r  them to  see.  But ,  i f  we weren ' t  go ' ing  to  a  tea ,  wh jch ,  as  I  say '

we of ten would--we used to dress up in our best c lothes and go to teas--

why, we general ly went to a nrovie and then went to the El i te,  where we met

everybody e lse  and we d id  tha t  fo r  years .

Do you remember how old you were when you had your f i rst  date?

I don' t  know. A boy took me to a mov' ie once, maybe that was i t .  But I  was

about 15, I  guess. And I  d jd go to that  dance I  to ld you about when I

was 14 .  The boy 's  mother  took  us  ou t .  In  fac t ,  I  be longed to  a  c lub '  I

guess  i t  s ta r ted  a round  19 i4  o r '15 ,  the  g i r ' l s  a t  the  g i r l s rschoo l  and

boys at  h ' igh school .  h le used to meet every other week, I  guess i t  was

H:

P :
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Satunday n igh t .  | l Je 'd  meet  a t  d i f fe ren t  members '  houses .  Qne n igh t  we 'd

jus t  dance to  the  v ic t ro la  and then on  the  odd n igh t  we 'd  have some k ind

of stunt--maybe somebody had learned to p ' lay something good on the piano

or !Th{ ukele.  And then we gave a big party,  and that,  as I  say,  was the

nuc leus  o f  soc ia l  l i fe .  Each o f  these groups ,  every  year  o r  so ,  had a  b ig

party and asked al l  the others.  l^Je had a boy whose father was a captain

out  a t  For t  B l j ss ' in  the  cava l ry ,  so  we go t  the  cava l ry  band fo r  our  dance.

Were  there  many mus ica l  g roups  ava i lab le  fo r  th is  k ind  o f  th ing?

I  imag ine  there  were  about  one or  two,  I  cannot  remember .  But  you wou ldn ' t

necessan i ly  have a  group;  a  p iano was cons idered adequate- -no t  fo r  a  b ig

party,  but  /Tor a group of  our s izd.  Th' is year when one of  my grand-

daughters came home she had to go hunt up her f r jends and /s-ee what they

were doing/.  We were so sure that l j fe would be one round of  gaiety when

we got  home fo r  Chr is tmas,  and i t  was- -cons tan t  soc ia l  par t ies .  You go t

to see everybody.

You ment ioned tha t  you  th jnk  there  wasnopar t i cu ' la r  soc ia l  s ta tus  connected

wi th  where  you l i ved  in  E l  Paso.  What  about  the  economic  bar r ie rs  tha t

there  migh t  have been w i th in  th is  younger  g roup? For  example '  d id  you

have fr jends whose fathers were in fa i r ly  1ow economic category '  can you

remember? 0r would you say that general ly speaking you al l  were pret ty

much /The same-/ ,  economical ly?

We11,  by  the  t ime I  wen t  to  the  g i r l s '  schoo l - -as  I  to ld  you ,  when  I  was

11- - I  suppose nobody who went  there  was very . . .we l1 ,  they  cou ld 've  hard ly

been what 's  ca l led  poor .  But  as  a  I  i t t le  g i r ' l  p ' lay ing  around,  I  remember

the  peop le  whose house was about  a  b lock f romus,  the i r  fa ther  was a  n igh t -

watchman.

H:
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What  about  the  fn iends  you had tha t  went  to  the  pub l ic  h igh  schoo l?

Not  a l1  o f  my f r iends  went  to  the  schoo l  fo r  g i r l s .  F rances  and Cather ine

Ear l ,  who were  f t  d  o f  my ear l jes t  acqua in tances ,  they  d idn ' t ;  they  went

to  a  pub l i c  schoo l .  Ann Magof f in  went  to  the  pub l ic  schoo l .  E the l  Crawford .

I  th ink most peopl  e went to the publ  ic  school  .

What  d id  most  o f  the i r  fa thers  do?

We1'1,  some of them were in business, some of them were bankers,  some were

lawyers,  some of them had stores.  You see, before high school  was compulsory,

a  lo t  o f  ch i ld ren  dropped ou t .  I f  the j r  fa thers  were  work ing  or  someth ing ,

they probably went to work.  I  don' t  know when compulsory high schoo' l  came

jn ,  bu t  ce r ta in ly  no t  in  1908  o r '09  o r '10 .  In  fac t ,  i  no t i ced  one  t ime

when I  was  look ing  up  someth ing  in  the  o ld  Spurs  fE1 Paso H igh  Yearboo! / - ,

the  graduat ing  c lass  o f  E l  Paso H igh  Schoo l  in  1908 was exac t ly  the  same

s ize  as  the  g radua t ing  c lass  o f  1898- -e igh t  o r  n ine  g radua tes .  I  don ' t

think that there were any /g-reaterTnumber  o f  g raduates  to  speak  o f  t i l l

around 1915, and that may have been when compulsory educat jon lF.gu1/=.

But,  in those ten years--and El  Paso grew between 1898 and 1908, and there

was on ly  one h igh  schoo l - -  the  f i " raduat in f l  c lass  was the  same s ize .

We11,  then you might  say  perhaps  tha t  i t  was  those who were  f inanc ia l l y

ab le  to  s tay  in  h igh  schoo l?

I  guess  so .  And there  was no  ta lk  about  a  co l lege educat ion .  I  guess  many

a man,  workmen,  wou ld  say ,  " l ^ le ' l l ,  my boy  migh t  as  we l l  s ta r t  to  work . "

Boys drove groceny wagons. There were lots of  th ings that boys could do,

of  course, besides be paper boys--probably,  most ly de1 ivery boys and paper

boys .  You d idnr t  have to  g ive  up  schoo l  to  be  a  paper  boy  or  a  de l i very

boy.
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You mentioned 7p-layingT Bridge. Were there other /g'ames you p1 ayedtJ

0h,  yes .  We p layed Hear ts ,  and we p1ayed. . . I  can ' t  remember  the  name o f

i t ,  but  that  was one of  our Saturday af ternoon entertajnments.  I t  was a

dice game and you progressed the way you do at  Br idge--you got around, and

there were tal ' ly  cards.  I  cannot remember the name of that  game, but that

was one o f  the  th ings  we d id .  We a lways  had ice  c ream and cake.  As  I  say ,

we dressed up .

Even for these Saturday af ternoons?

Yes,  ma 'am,  we dressed up .  That rs  the  th ' ing  tha t  i s  the  s t ranges t  to  me,

is how nobody wants to dress up lTodayZ. Al l  my grandchj ldren always say,

"May we come jnformal?" None of  us wanted to come informal.

You looked forward to gett ing into your best.  l^ las that ,  I  suppose, a party

dress?

Yes.  But  I  guess  one,  two par ty  d resses  a t  the  most  I  imag ine  you had

would be just  f ine--one for Sunday school ,  and a party dress.

And then jus t  what ,  s imp le  d resses  fo r  schoo l?

And then see, middy blouses came in.  They must have come in around L91'2 '

o r  someth ing  l i ke  tha t .  And the  middy  b louse was the  cos tume fo r  schoo l .

I  to ld  Mj l ton  Leech one t ime when I  went  to  see a  p lay  up  there ,  and I  sa id '

"You  a l l  shou ld  have  ca l led  me in  on  the  cos tuming . "  I  sa id ,  "No  g i r l  i n

1915  wou ld  have  d ressed  l i ke  A l j ce  in  Wonder land . "  He  sa id ,  "h lha t  d id  she

dress  I i ke?"  I  sa jd ,  "She  wone a  m iddy  b louse .  She  wou ldn ' t  have  been

caught  dead in  any th ' ing  e1se, "  /and w i t i l  a  navy  b lue  sk i r t .

Whi te  middy  b louse and a  navy  b lue  sk i r t .

Every now and then somebody had a blue middy blouse which gave them spec' ia1

c lass .  Then  we 'd  b ra id  our  t i es .  t ^ le  had  red  t ies ,  b lue  t ' i es ,  b lack  t i es .
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So you were  de f in i te ly  s ty le  consc ious?

0h ,  yes .

Do you think that  th is was the type of  th ing that was being worn in the

East at  that  t ime lang/ al l  over the country?

Yes ,  as  fa r  as  I  know.  Maybe  no t . . .we l l ,  I  th ink  so ,  because  some peop le

ordered the i r  m iddy  b louses  f rom Hof fman 's .  I  th ink  tha t  was  in  Nor fo lk ,

Virginia.  They were real  middy b ' louses, I  mean they were sai lor  /5 louses/.

But  tha t  was  the  gym cos tume a t  the  g i r l s  schoo l - -midd jes  and b loomers .

Did you order those do you think?

No,  no .

You had them made?

No,  I  bought  them.

Did you buy them here in El  Paso?

LYesJ

What did you wear on your feet? Did you have many pairs of  shoes?

No,  you 've  asked me tha t ,  I  donr t  th ink  so  bu t  I  do  know tha t  they  were

most ly  h igh  bu t toned shoes  in  b lack  and wh i te .  I  to ld  you I  had b lue  boots

once,  I  had b lue  h igh  lace-up bpots .  I  can ' t  remember  tha t  they  were  a

b ig  success .  I  don ' t  remember  jwear ing  them too  o f ten .

How wou ld  you descr ibe  those c lb thes? You say  they  were  loose- f i t t ing?

Yes.  C lo thes  jus t  d idn ' t  revea l  the  fo rm in  any  way.  I  have an  jdea tha t

was the FA"{,  I  don' t  know.

You think maybe that was frowned on?

We11,  I  don ' t  th ink  lad ies  d resses  f i t ted  too  &_c1ose1y ,  e j the rT .

No,  tha t ' s  t rue ,  I  don ' t  th ink  they  d id  jn  the  teens  and  tens .

No, I  don' t  th ink so.  Maybe they were more comfortable lThanT in those
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t igh t  th ings  they  used to  wear .

H:  Wornen wore  corse ts ,  I  guessn d idn ' t  they?

P: 0h ,  yes I  t , le wore corsets .  Sure,  yes,  '  cause I  got a corset when I  was

or  someth ing '  fo rabout s ixteen. I  /ThinKZ I  got  a wa is t

H .

P:

H :

P :

grow ing  g i r l s .

I t  was  no t  as  t igh t  o r  as  heav t ' l y  s tayed?

No,  i t  had  a  k ind  o f  a  b louse  top  to  i t .

l ^ Ie l1 ,  was  tha t  the  mark  o f  a  young lady ,  I  guess?

We11,  no t  exac t l r ,  FuA-  i t  was  a  s tep  up .

You were showing me a picture of  Cloudcrof t .  Did you go to Cloudcrof t

very many t imes?

We11,  we  d jdn ' t  have  a  co t tage  there ,  N{  i  d id  go  up  abou t  once  o r  tw ice .

I t  d idn ' t  ag ree  w i th  my  fa ther ,  a t  l eas t  he  though t  i t  d idn ' t  ;  l a te r  he

sa id ,  "A11  r igh t ,90 . "  Then  a f te r  abou t  1913 ,  the  S la te rs  inv i ted  me up

to  v is i t  them.  Then,  a f tbn  tha t ,  we ren ted  a  co t tage in  1914 and in  1916.

Did you spend most of  the summer up there?

No, not /The whol e summer/ .

D id  a  lo t  o f  E l  Pasoans go  up  there?

0h,  yes ,  and a  lo t  o f  peop ' le ,away f rom E l  Paso.  There  were  a lways  peop le

from Houston there.

That 's  jn te res t ing .  I t  must  have been a  fa i r ' l y  th r iv ing  l i t t le  communi ty .

Yes ,  lo ts  o f  E l  Pasoans went  there .  And you see,  the  t ra in ,  I  th ink  the

round- t r ip  t i cke t  was  on ly  f i ve  do l la rs .  A l l  the  husbands came up on

Saturday. For instance, i f  g j r ls  were up thene fo{ the weekend, boys

would come /up/.  And br ides and grooms used to come. We always tr ied to

get to the lodge on Saturday night to see i f  there were any new br ides
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and grooms.

Wel l ,  d id  you have house par t ies?  D id  a  lo t  o f  members  o f  d j f fe ren t

fami l  ies  s tay  a t  one cab in?

Yes. And then gir ' ls  had house part ies.  I  f rememberZ one of  the f j rst

summers we came up El izabeth Stevens had a house party next door to us.

She was Par r  S tevens '  daughter .  I  imag ine  they  were  a l l  about  17 ,  18  years

o ld .  Mrs .  H.  E .  Co ' le  used to  have house par t ' ies .  She used to  have a

fair ly big house up there.  There was always a masquerade dance for the

benef i t  o f  the  C loudcnof t  Baby  San j ta r ium.  They  wou ld  have a  fancy  dress

ba l l ;  I  don ' t  be l ieve  you  Wore  masks ,  i t  was  a  fancy  d ress  ba l l .  And '

rea11y ,  peop le  wou ld  work  mak ing  c repe  paper  cos tumes  o r  th jngs ' l i ke

tha t .  I t  was  a  rea l  event  ' in  C loudcro f t .

Where did they have i t?H:

P :
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At  the  pav  j l i on .  The pav i l  ion  o f  course  s ince  then

a tour is t  cour t  o r  someth ing .  I t  was  r igh t  nex t  to

tha t  tha t  o1d pav i l ion  burned down.

Was there  any  l j t t le  cor rnun i ty  a t  Ru idoso a t  the  t ime? I  know in  the '80s

i t  became qui te a camp' ing spot.

I  th ink  tha t  peop le  went  to  Ru idoso- -Margare t  Nef f ' s  fami ly  and some o f

those .  I !d  never  been ;  I  never  wen t  up  there  t i l l  1930 ,  I  guess .  I t

wasn ' t  near ly  so  b ig  as  C loudcro f t .

Did people camp much when you were a chi ld?

I  don ' t  know;  no t  I .  The on ly  camping  we d id  was when Mr .  S la te r  took  a

group of  us out to Hueco Tanks /-un{ we camped out there.

What  d id  the  men do fo r  recrea t ion? D id  they  go  on  camping  t r ips  w i thout

the i r  fami l  i es ,  o r  hun t ing?

has

the

been turned into

bowl ing a1 1 ey.  I

H:
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P:  l , . le l l ,  go l f  had come in .  I  mean,  you know,  there  was the  count ry  c lub  a t

the  t ime.  I  j us t  g rew up  in  a  famj l y  where  the  men d idn ' t  go  hun t ing .

Men must  have gone hunt ing  because I ' ve  read /6 'bout  i iT  in  the  o ld  papers .

I  th ink  there  aga in  Margare t  Nef f ' s  fa ther  went  hunt ing .  I  ius t  be longed

to  a  famj ly  tha t  d idn ' t  do  any th ing ' l j ke  tha t .  My fa ther  gardened and

worked,  I  guess .

H: Did they have much le isure t ime? Do you remember him being away from home

at  h is  o f f j ce  a  g rea t  dea l  o f  the  t ime,  o r  d id  he  have a  fa i r l y  rou t ' ine

schedu l  e?

He had a  rou t ine  schedu le ,  bu t  I 'm sure  some n igh ts  he  went  to  work  ex t ra .

What about weekends? Do you remember him worki ng lTne{?

No.  He most ly  gardened and he  used to  take  me fo r  wa lks .  Sde,  i f  you

don ' t  te l l  peop le  they ' re  depr ived ,  they  don ' t  know i t .  l ^Je  used to  wa lk

out  on  these bare  h i l l s  and look  fo r  p re t ty  rocks ,  o r  maybe somet imes in

spr ing  we wou ld  f i nd  a  l i t t l e  f l ower .

So you fe l t  tha t  you  d id  ge t  to  spend t ime w i th  h jm.

0h,  I  was  w i th  h im,  a  good dea l  o f  LTh{  t ime.  I  take  my l i t t les t  g randson

and we look for aluminum beer cans. And he has far more fun than anybody

tha t . . .  As  I  say ,  i t ' s  more  fun  than  hun t ing  fo r  Eas te r  eggs .  He  has  to

be ab le  to  necogn ize  wh ich  ones  are  a luminum,  and he  does .  He 's  four  and

a ha l f  years  o" ld ,  bu t  he  knows wh ich  ane the  cans .  And he  can,  as  he  says ,

"smush  'em. "  He  t r jes  to  smush  'em w i th  h is  fee t  i f  they  haven ' t  been

al  ready smashed by a car.

/Laughterz .  They  rea l l y  apprec ia te  the  s imp ' le r  th ings- -ch i ld ren  a l l  do ,

I  know.  D id  your  fa ther  t ry  to ,  as  fa thers  w i11 ,  g ive  you a  l i t t le  educat ion

a long the  way,  such as  perhaps  what  k ind  o f  rocks  they  migh t  have been or

4?
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th i s  t ype  o f  th ing - - l i t t l e  na tu re  lessons?

P:  I  don ' t  know tha t  he  d id .  I  shou ld  wr i te  a  book  about  my fa then.  I  th ink

' i t  ought to be f  un.  He al  ways connected /everythingf ,wi th ' l  i  terature.  I f

I  sa id ,  "That ' s  a  beaut i fu l  sunset , "  tha t  wou ld  remind h im o f  someth ing

jn  l i te ra tu re ,  and then he 'd  read i t  to  me when we 'd  ge t  back  home.  I

hardly ever remember / that hgrrd idnr t  th jnk  o f  someth ing  to  read  to  me.

He was great for  quot ing poetry and he had a quotat ion for  everything. I t

made you . . . I  don ' t  know,  i t  gave  l i f e  k jnd  o f  o rder .  I ^ lhen  I  g rew o lder

and I  wou ld  fee l  tha t  l i fe  was un jus t ,  o r  some te r r ib le  th jng  /h -appenedZ,

l i ke  a  ch i ld  dy ing  o r  someth ing  l i ke  tha t ,  my  fa ther  a lways  sa id ,  "A l l

love  cou ld  d ie  and I  wou ld  fa i th  consp i re  to  se ize  the  sor ry  scheme o f

things ent i re,  would not shatter i t  to bi ts and then remold i t  nearer to

the  hean t ' s  des i re . "  And  then  you 'd  th ink ,  " l ^ le l1 ,  I  guess  o ther  peop ' le

have  fe l t  th j s  way . "

Where do you think he acquired thjs t remendous /Ti terary knowledgeZ?
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By read ing"

Jus t  h js  read ing? Do you remember  see ing  h im read ing?

0h,  yes ;  tha t ' s  what  our  fami ly  d id .  There  was a  p ' lace  fo r  everybody

sj t ,  and we read. Anybody who wanted to read aloud could read aloud.

you wanted  pr ivacy ,  you  cou ld  go  to  the  d in ing  room.  But ,  i f  you  had

someth fng  tha t  you  fe l t  was  in te res t ing ,  you  read i t  a loud.  And then

to  s ing  around the  f i re  a t  n igh t ,  o r  ou t  jn  the  yard  in  the  summer .

to

I f

we used

What type of  th ings did you do jn the summer? IPAUSE/ I  would l ike for

you to te l l  me the type of  games and just  everyday recreat ion and enter-

ta inment  tha t  you  a l l  had .

Are  you ta lk ing  about  when I 'm l i t t le  o r  about  my teens?
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b*lel I , both.

h le l l ,  when  I  was  l i t t l e ,  we  p layed  h ide  and  go  seek ,  we  p1ayed . . . I  can ' t

th ink  what  i t  i s - -you ge t  to  run  as  fa r  as  you can wh i le  they ' re  count ing .

I t  was  jus t  a  s imp le  game.  Then in  the  summer t imes i f  i t  ra ined,  we a l l

wa i ted  brea th less ly  fo r  the  ra in  to  s top  and then we waded in  the  gu t te rs .

See,  the  s t ree ts  weren ' t  paved un t i l  a f te r  1907.

What were the streets l ike in the res' ident ia ' l  areas? Were they pret ty

bumpy and fu l l  o f  ho les?

Just dir t  streets.  I  guess the street sweeper came by af ter  the pav' ing,

fOu!/  what went by before the paving was the street spr inkler.

D id  i t  come out  even in to  the  res ident ia l  a reas?

0h,  yes ,  a l l  o f  the  res ident ia l  a reas .  Tom Lea th inks  tha t  the  downtown

was paved be fore  1907 and '08  and I  sa id ,  " l ^ le l l ,  I  don ' t  know.  I  don ' t

remember the downtown. i l  But he thinks that i t  was paved with something.

We11,  they  paved  E1  Paso  S t ree t  and  macadamized  i t  i n  the '80s .  Bu t

whether  i t  las ted . . .  I t  was  ev ident ly  very  unsat is fac to ry .

I  don ' t  suppose the  town s t ree ts  were  d i r ty  because the  spr ink le rs  were  in

the res i  dents '  d i  str i  cts .

Do you th ink  they  p icked up  the  t rash? I  no t iced  th is  p ic tu re  and i t  looked

to , r lno  I i ke  there  was an  awfu l  lo t  o f  debr is  in  the  s t ree ts .  Do you remember

them as  be ing  fa i r l y  c lean?

Yeso I  remember  them as  be ing  c1ean.

What  about  the  horse  dropp ings  and tha t  k ind  o f  th ' ing .  Was there  someone

hjred to /I-eep them cleaf?

D idn ' t  you  ca l l  h im a  wh i te  w ' ing?  A  s t ree t  sweeper .  Yes  a  man. . .  Now

downtown, I  do remember whi te wjngs sweepingn but I  don' t  remember i t  too
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much /Tn the resident ia l  areas/.  One of  our entertainments was to put pins

on the  s t ree tcar  t rack  where  they 'd  be  mashed f la t .  Shows you how l i t t le

t ra f f i c  there  was,  tha t  we cou ld  run  ou t  ahead o f  the  s t ree tcar .  And ' i f  you

pu t  two  p ins  l i ke  th i s  lTn  an  X  shape / ,  i t  made a  pa i r  o f  sc issors .  We

used  to  th ink  up  ingen ious  des igns  w j th  our  p ins .

What  about  the  cons t ruc t ion ,  you  ment ioned tha t .

Yes. When they were putt ing / [ 'pZ the electr ical  I  ines,  we used to go around

/_un{ pick up any of  the l i t t le copper wires.  l^Jel1,  we watched them do i t ,

but  then they of ten dropped something interest ing for  us to play w' i th.  We

p layed w i th  the  Krupp ch i ld ren  across  the  s t ree t .  They  had a  very  la rge

bar ren  backyard ,  where  Mr .  Krupp- -he  was in  the  c lo th ing  bus iness- -had

var ious  k inds  o f  boxes .  For  some reason he  had a  box  tha t  was  shaped l i ke

a  p iano.  I  guess  a  p iano had come in  i t .  I t  made a  grea t  p lace  lTo  p lay l

And  in  fac t ,  the  boxes  made a  g rea t  p lace  to  c l i nb  and  to  do  th ings ' in .

The th ing  tha t  ch i ld ren  d id  (wh ich  they  can ' t  do  now,  o f  course)  was to

dress up and play Lady. There isn' t  any way to p ' lay Lady now because the

lady  dresses  l i ke  the  ch i ld .  But  tha t  was  a  g rea t  th ' ing ,  to  ge t  d ressed

up in  your  mother 's  c lo thes  and go  ca l l ing .  You a lways  expec ted  them to

mistake you for grown ladjes,  6uA- somehow they never did.  l laughterJ

And then we'd have shows and /TheT entrance was ei ther a penny or 20 pins.

What we were going to do

p ins  ins tead o f  a  penny .

w i th  20  p ins ,  I  don ' t  know,  bu t  we o f ten  go t  20

/ehuc kl esZ When we pl ayed wi th the Earl g' i r ' l  s

who l ' i ved  up  in  Sunset  He igh ts ,  we used to  exp lo re  the  canyon- - i t ' s  the

canyon tha t  separa tes  Sunset  He igh ts  f rom the  Co1 ' lege.  And we thought  we

found go ld  there  once.  0 f  course ,  we p layed do l l s  and we p layed paper

do l l s .  Nobody can p lay  paper  do l l s  now,  because no  p ic tu re  j s  ever  d rawn
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j us t  s tand ing .

You cu t  them out  o f  magaz ines?

0h,  yes .  The D i l inea tor  was  the  bes t .

lady  who l i ved  in  back  o f  us  took  the

a  l ad ies '  magaz ine .  The

/andT she used to save

That was

H .
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D' i l i nea to r ,

them fo r  us .

Did your mother take many magazines? Were they very popular?

I  don ' t  remember  much bes ides  the  D i l inea to l  Or {  maybe the  Lad ies '  Home

Journa l .  Bu t  i t ' s  the  D i l i nea to r  tha t  I  remember  the  bes t .  Lad ies  d id  lo ts

of  hand wonk--you know they embroidered, and they painted china. My mother

p layed cards  and went  to  teas ,  and necept ions .  She embro idered a  dress ,  i t

must  have been l ' i nen .  I t  was  rose  co lo red  and sca l loped,  and the  sca l lops

were embroidered, and the bel t  was scal loped. The f i rst  day she let  me wear

i t ,  I  c l jmbed the  fence and to re  the  be l t  to  p ieces .  I  fe l t  so  sor ry  fo r

her  ever  s jnce .  I  d jdn ' t  then ,  bu t  a f te r  I ' ve  done  hand  work  I ' ve  rea l i zed

tha t  i t . . .  Now,  I  wasn ' t  rea l l y  a  tomboy ;  tha t  was  very  unusua l .  We made

mud p ies ;  tha t  was  one o f  our  favor j tes" ;  I  can  remember  decora t ing  the

who le  f ron  p icke t  fence w i th  mud p ies .

l^ las that  when you I  ived down on Kansas?

Kansas .  I  guess  th ings  were  ius t  s imp le .

Did you say you had a horse?

That  was a f te r  we J ived  up  here .  I t  wasn ' t  as  much fun  as  you 'd  th ink

because some of the streets were paved by the t ime I  got  the horse. l^ le 'd

r ide  ou t  as  fa r  as  the  o ld  McNary  home,  where  the  Franc jscan bnothers  l i ve

now.

That  was a  long way.

0h ,  yes .  Wel1 ,  you  had to .  You see,  once they  s ta r ted  pav ing  s t ree ts ,  they

H:

D .
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paved them fast .  Then we tould r ide up by

many roads  there .  I t  wasn ' t  as  idea l  as  I

I  was  a  I  j t t le  g ' i r l  and  used to  " long fo r  a

You d id  want  one?

the  smel te r ;  thene weren ' t  too

thought j t  was going to be when

pony.

H:

P :

H :

P :

LYe! ,  I  th ink  because the  L i t t le  Co lone l  had one.  I  to ld  you tha t  the

L i t t le  Co lone l  was  the  gu id ing  s ta r  o f  my l i fe .  And she had a  pony  so  I

wanted one.

Ruth  Ro l l ins  a lways  had a  horse ;  she  rode to  schoo l .  See,  she l i ved  on

Magof f in ,  and  she  rode  to  the  g i r l s ' schoo l  f rom Magof f jn  on  th js  horse .

That  was ev ident ly  cons idered a  luxury .  Do you th ink  i t  was?

Sarah Hawk ins  had a  horse ;  Nancy  Wi l l iams had a  horse  a t  one t ime,  she and

I  used to  r ide  together .  h lhen I  was  a  l i t t le  g i r1 ,  some peop le  named

Parker  l i ved  over  on  the  conner  o f  Upson;  i t rs  the  a ' l1ey  tha t  goes  th rough.

But  I  look  a t  i t  now,  they  kept  the i r  horse  in  the i r  backyard  and j t  i s  the

smal les t  backyard  you ever  saw ' in  your  l i fe .  But  I 'm sure  there  were  no

res t r i c t ions ,  you  cou ld  keep a  horse  i f  you  wanted  to .

H:  Do you th ink  many peop le  had an jmals  a round the i r  houses? Do you remember

an imals  in  the  s t ree ts  o r  any th ing  l i ke  tha t ,  o r  any th ing  in  the  backyards ,

cows or?

P:  I  th ink  peop le  must  have had ch ickens ,because long a f te r  I  was  grown I  was

in  M6x ico  C i ty  and the  wornan a t  b reak fas t  sa ' id ,  "D idn ' t  a l l  those roos ters

wake  you  th js  morn ing?"  And  I  sa id ,  "No . "  She  sa id ,  "They  d jdn ' t? "  And

I  sa ' id ,  "You know,  come to  th ink  about  i t ,  I  th ink  I ' ve  a lways  heard

roos ters . "  I  th ink ,  i t  seems to  me tha t  un t i l  a  few years  ago,  tha t  b ig

o ld  house,  the  Goodman house on  Nor th  E l  Paso,  I  th ink  the  peop le  who l i ved

Did any of your friends have Tiponiey'-?

H:
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there kept chickens.

Did you get your eggs from a produce

From the grocer.

Now,  go ing  back  to  your  r id ingr  what

l l le l l ,  I  s ta r ted  w i th  a  khak i  r id ing

C loudcno f t ,  a  d iv ided  sk i r t .  Then  I

hab i t .  C la ra  had  a  r id tng  hab i t .

man ?

types of  th ings did you wear?

sk i r t - - tha t ' s  wha t  the  g i r l s  wore  in

sent  to  Bess  in  New York  fo r  a  r id ing

H:

P :

H :

P :

Did  they  have a  s tab le  ' in  C loudcro f t?

0h ,  yes .

Even then?

0h,  yes ,  they  had good s tab les .  I  guess  when I  was  about  15  or  16  you

cou ld  ren t  a  horse  fo r  thnee do1 lars  a  day ,  wh ich  gave you a  chance to

rea l ' l y  exp lo re .  In  the  summer  o f  1918,  I  v is i ted  the  Stewar ts  up  there ,

and almost every day we'd rent a horse and go take a tFidg.,f. We had

Herbert  Col ford wi th us and he could te l l  mushrooms. So we used to go out

with a ket t le of  water,  some butter,  and some bread and some tea; and every

lunch we had buttered mushrooms on toast,  and hot tea.

0h ,  how grand l  And tha t  was  one o f  the  ch ie f  d ivers ions ,  then,  a t  C loudcro f t?

0h,  yes ,  r id ' ing l  You see,  there  were  no  paved roads  jn  C loudcro f t ,  and no

motorcyc les  as  there  are  now,  and no  au tomobi les  to  speak  o f .  The road. . .

when He len  Stewar t  was  taken i l l  up  there  and her  husband took  Dr .  Ro l l ins '

they  made i t  in  f i ve  house and 30  minu tes ,  and tha t  was  the  record  fo r

gett ing f rom E' l  Paso to Cloudcrof t .  So i t  /wasn' ] /  u th ing that you wanted

to do every weekend. Most people took the t ra in.

Mrs .  Per renot ,  wh ich  Stewar ts  /a re  you ta lk ing  abouV-?

The U.  S .  S tewar ts .  He was a lways  in  the  bank .  I  donr t  know what  bank  he
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was in  when he  f i rs t  came.  Mrs .  U.  S .  S tewar t  was  a  s is te r  o f  Mrs .  Winches ter

Coo ley .  Mrs .  Coo ley  came out  here  to  v is i t  her .  They  l i ved  down on

Magoff in Avenue and Cotton, where the Cathol  ic  Sisters /Tive now/-.  They

did a great deal  of  entertaining-- they had a very pret ty house and they djd

a  grea t  dea l  o f  en ter ta in ing .  The two o lder  daughters  mar r ied  Army o f f i cers ,

and I  a lways  remember  them in  the i r  b lue  su i ts  and the i r  capes- - the  in fan t ry ,

you know,  wore  a  cape l ined  w i th  b lue  and the  cava l ry 's  I  guess  was l ined

wi th  ye l low.  I  guess  men used to ,  when they  went  ou t ,  they  pu t  on  the j r

d ress  un j fonms.  They  had to ,  perhaps .  They  had lo ts  o f  beaus  and par t ies .

Were they older than you?

Yes '  no t  much  o lder .  The  o lder  daugh te r ,  V ' i rg in ia ,  mar r ied  Genera l  Persh ing 's

a ide ,  and  her  son  was  one  o f  the  as t ronau ts ,  M ichae l  Co l l i ns .

Did the mi1 i tary take a great part  ' in the social  I  i fe of  the town?

0h,  yes i  I  wou ld  say  fo r  g rown peop le  i t  was  as  impor tan t r  dS . . .  We11,

even when I  came back  f rom co11ege,  we used to  go  to  the  pos t  hops .

What about members of the Judrez society? Do you remember?

No,  I  don ' t .  I ' ve  read  tha t  in  the  '80s  and  '90s ,  bu t  by  the  t jme tha t

remember ,  they  must  have had the i r  own.  Wasn ' t  i t  the  Customshouse /whe

they had the dances before there was any rctne{ place to have a dance?

When my mother was young, the part ies were at  the Courthouse. There was

no ba l l room or  any th ing .  I ' ve  a lways  read tha t  they  went  to  the  Customs-

house in  Judrez .

Did your mother te ' |1 you much about

We1 ' l  ,  no t  so  much because,  you see,

ch i ld ren  a ren ' t  ve ry  in te res ted .  I

th ings she remembered best,  whe she

Ye/

ear ly  E1 Paso?

I  was  11  when she  d ied ,  and  l j t t l e

remember  her  te l l ing  me tha t  one o f  the

f i rst  came, was that there were Chinamen
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f rom Judrez who used to br ing f resh vegetables,  and they a ' lways carr ied the

baskets on their  heads. She says she remembers l6-uying/ asparagus. Another

th ing ,  she  to ld  me tha t  there  lvas  a  b r idge near  where  the  Popu lar  i s  now--

she  sa jd  over  the  r i ve r ,  bu t  she  mus t  have  been  qu i te  l i t t l e ,  and  I  th ink

i t  was  over  the  i r r iga t ion  d i tch .  The i r r iga t ion  d i tch  was be fore  my day ,

Them my  g randmothe r  t o ld  me  abou t  t ak ing  he r  l i t t l e

g i r l s  over  to  Judrez  to  see grass ,  because there  wasn ' t  any  grass  in  E l

Paso and there was grass growing in the rai l road stat ion / in Jui i

Sounds l i ke  i t  was  pre t ty  deso la te ,  I  guess .

We11,  i t  must  have been.  Are  you the  one I  to ld  tha t  Mr .  B .  M.  G.  t , l J i l l i ams

to ld  us . . .he  came in  '93 ,  the  same year  tha t  my fa ther  came.  He spoke

to the Comadres one t ime, he came from England. His uncle was a l l lethodist

min js te r  here ,  I  be l ieve  he  was.  He came;  bu t  to  p repare  h imse l f ,  he

read up  about  Amer ica- -he  thought .  But ,  he  p ic tu red  /_T{  as  be ing  someth ing

l i ke  South  Amer ica- - the  grea t  p la ins  and long sweeps o f  g rass .  He sa id

tha t  when the  t ra jn  s topped and le t  h im o f f  a t  E l  Paso,  Texas ,  i f  he 'd

had the money to go anyplace else in the wor ld,  he would have gonel  7| laughterz

I taughter j  / I t  lookedZl ike the end of  the earth,  huh? hle had been talk ing

about Washjngton Park.  I  wonder when they began to develop that?

I  th ink there were some houses down at  Wash' ington Park f rom the t ime I  can

remember.  I  d idn' t  know anybody who l ived down there unt i l  I  was about 14

years o1d. We went to Washjngton Park somet imes to see the f i reworks on

the  Four th  o f  Ju1y .  And then I  went  ou t  to  see the  f i rs t  a i rp lane tha t

ever  came in to  E l  Paso.  I t  jus t  landed there  and took  o f f .  There  was a

long row o f  one-s to ry  bu i ld ings .  I  had no  jdea what  they  were  there  fo r ,

but th js s ide of  Wash' ington Park,  they sort  of  formed the outer c i rcumference

rez/
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of  i t .  And one t ime,  they  had an  exh ib i t  o f  the  schoo l ' s  handwork  and

tha t  was  in  the  row o f  l i t t l e  bu i ld ings

What year was that?

I  imag' ine about 1908. And then once when the Chamber of  Commerce was bui l t ,

they  had an  exh ib i t  o f  ch i ld ren 's  work  down there  when i t  was  brand new.  I

th ink the Chamber of  commerce opened about the t ime that the Del  Norte /d id/ ,

about 1,912; maybe before.

l ^ le l1 ,  d idn ' t  they  have horse  rac ing ,  I  be l  ieve ,  a t  Wash ing ton  Park?

Yes ,  I  be l ieve  they  d id .

D id  you ever  go  to  a  horse  race  or  was  tha t  s t r i c t l y  a  man 's  spor t?

No.  I  have seen horse  races .  I  th jnk  tha t  maybe in  Segu in ,  Texas ,  Fu{

where I  saw more, but I  have an idea I  went to one /at  Washington Park. /

I ' l l  t e l1  you  what  they  d jd  have  a t  Wash ing ton  Park  in  abou t  1914  o r  ' 15 ,

was horse  shows,  f i i th l  t f re  mi l  i ta ry  and c iv j l  ians .  Beaut i fu l  shows w i th

the  g i r ' l s  very  fanc i l y  d ressed.  Mr .  U.S.  S tewar t  rode s idesadd le  one

t ime.  She came f rom V j rg in ia  and had r idden a  lo t  be fore  she came /he

I 'd  a lmost  fo rgo t ten  tha t ,  bu t  i t  was  an  e legant  horse  show.  A l l  the

young ladies N"r{  wear ing broadcloth r id ing habi ts,  /_un{ they were

r id ing  as t r ide .  That ' s  why  Mrs .  S tewar t  s tood ou t  in  my m' ind .

D id  they  have  a  ch i ld ren 's  c lass  too?

I  th ink  they  d id .
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