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Mrs. Tommy Powers Stamper
by Leon Metz
V' i rden, Net^ l  l4exico
Ju ly  10 ,  1968

M:

S :

hlere you named for your father?

No,  he  was Michae l  Thomas.  He was a  rea l  I r j shman.  They  were  immigrants .

He came out of  I re land because he was born about a week af ter  h is mother

landed in  New York .  He was the  f i rs t  I r i shnan f rom the  o ld  Powers  fami ly  to

be a  na tura l  c i  t ' i zen .

When was he born?

September  18 ,  1860.

D id  h is  en t i re  fami ly  come a t  the  same t ime?

Yes. There were about twenty of  them.

From where  in  I re land d id  they  come?

They came f rom County  Cork ,  he  was a  fa rmer - -a  l i t t le  red-headed,  f reck led

faced I r i shman.  Th ' i s  was  my grandfa ther .  The ' i r  name was 0 'Powers  and they

dropped the  "0" .

Do you remember your grandfather?

I  never  saw h im.  My fa ther  le f t  home when he  was s ix teen.

D"id they stay in New York?

No,  they  went  to  Wiscons in  to  fa rm.  I t  was  in  a  ru ra l  d is t r i c t .

What  were  you say ing  about  your  fa ther  beat ing  up  h is  fa ther?

Yes.  For  seventeen years  he  had watched h js  fa ther  beat  h is  mother  and he

promised  h jmse l f  when  he  was  b ig  enough  he 'd  bea t  h im.  And  he  d id ,  then  he

le f t .  My fa ther  never  to ld  me th is ,  one o f  my cous jns  to ld  me.  My fa ther

never  ta lked  about  h ' i s  fa ther .  That  was  an  o ld  I r i sh  cus tom,  to  beat  your

w i fe ,  bu t  my  fa ther  d jdn ' t  l i ke  tha t  because  he  knew h is  mother  d idn ' t
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deserve being treated that way. l ' {y father said that  anyone was a goddamn

son of  a bi tch who hi t  a woman, because there was no reason for anyone to

hj t  a woman, no matter what.

Do you know when your grandparents died?

I know when my grandmother died, because that was when I  knew that I  was able

to  see  th ings .

Tha t  you  cou ld  see  th ings?

I  know th ings  tha t  a re  go ing  to  happen .  I  was  s ick  a  lo t  when  I  was  a  ch i ld .

I  had a l l  these d iseases  and I  spent  every  summer  in  bed.  I  had a l l  those

th ings  l i ke  meas les  fou r  o r  f j ve  t imes ,  bu t  th i s  t ime  I  th jnk  i t  was  d ip ther ia

o r  someth ing  l j ke  tha t .  They  though t  I  was  hav ing  ha l luc ' i na t ions .  The

nurse was told not to leave the room. I t  was the front room and we were

under  quaran t ine .  There  was  a  b ig  w indow and  I  was ' l y ing  the re  look ing  ou t

the  w jndow.  Th is  was a t  l l27  b lyoming,  a round i907.  I  ca l led  to  mJr  mother

and  asked  her  who  d ied .  She  d jdn ' t  know what  I  was  ta lk ing  abou t .  I  sa jd

Lthal i  the te legram boy brought a death message with a black border.  I t

sa id ,  "Your  mother  d ied  yes terday  a t  2 :30 . "  I  wanted  to  know whose mother

d ied .  She went  sc reaming f rom the  room fo r  the  nurse  and ca l led  the  doc tor .

He came and was very  angry  a t  the  nurse  fo r  leav ing  me a lone.  He sa id  tha t

i  had  go t ten  up  and  wa lked  the  f loo r ,  and  I  cou ldn ' t  even  ra ise  myse l f  up .

I  cou ldn ' t  ge t  ou t  o f  the  bed .  I  to ld  the  doc to r  and  Papa  tha t  I  d idn ' t  ge t

up .  So,  they  thought  I  was  de l j r ious  and f i red  the  nurse .  They  go t  another

one who wou ldn ' t  leave the  room un less  she ca l led  my mother  to  come s i t  w i th

me.  The nex t  day ,  I  ye l led  and screamed to  my mother ,  " l v lo ther  there 's  tha t

boy  aga in l  He 's  pu t t ing  h is  b icyc le  in  the  same p ' lace . "  And  tha t  was  the

te legram tha t  she  go t .  I t  was  my fa ther 's  mother  who d ied .
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D' id  she d i  e  i  n  '+ l i  sconsi  n?

E i the r  i n  l ^ l ' i s cons in  o r  I owa ;  t hey  were  a l l  Yankees .

Where d id your  fa ther  go when he le f t  home?

He worked h is  way down f rom Wisconsin to  a p lace where he knew h js  feet

would be warm. His  feet  were a lways co ld up there and he wanted to  get

somep lace  where  the re  wasn ' t  so  much  snow.  So ,  he  l i ved  w i th  f j ve  t r i bes

o f  I nd ians  on  h i s  way  down  to  Texas .

When  d id  he  l eave  the re?

I  guess  i t  was  IB77  l f  he  l e f t  when  he  was  17 .  He  l ' i ved  w i th  the  B lack fee t

and  the  S ioux  and  I  don ' t  know who  e1se ,  bu t  t hey  made  h im  a  b lood  b ro the r .

How d id  he  ge t  t o  E l  Paso?

He was work ing in  New I ' lex jco as a cowboy get t ing $3 a month.  He had come f rom

Dodge Ci ty ,  Kansas.  That  was when the government  was g iv ' ing beef  to  the

rese rva t i ons  and  he  was  w j th  those  men  who  were  d r i v i ng  the  ca t t l e .  He  was

a t rue cowboy who learned j t  f rom the ground up.  They came down in to Texas

and New Mexico to  gather  up these cat t le  that  the government  bought  f rom the

ca t t l emen  a round  he re .  He  saw B ' i 11y  the  K id .  He  was  work ing  fo r  one  o f

those  d r i ves  and  he  had  f r ' n i shed  h i s  j ob ,  and  no  one  had  to  te l I  t hem to

come ' in  to  camp.  He had come in  and he turned h is  horse out  to  graze and he

took  o f f  h i s  p i s to l  and  gunbe l t .  lH "  *uV=  l y ing  down  w i th  h i s  hands  beh ind

h is  head  res t i ng  when  th i s  young  man  rode  up  and  asked ,  "Where ' s  t he  boss  o f

th i s  ou t f i t ? "  Papa  d idn ' t  even  have  a  chance  to  answer  when  the  K id  d rew h ' i s

gun  and  sa id ,  "You  goddamn  son  o f  a  b i t ch ,  I ' d  j us t  as  soon  shoo t  you r

goddamn head  o f f  as  to  l ook  a t  you . "  Papa  sa id  tha t  vvas  one  o f  h i s  c lose

ca l l s .  He  t hough t  t ha t  h i s  t ime  had  come  because  he  d i dn ' t  da re  reach  f o r  h i s

p i s t o l .  He  sa id  t o  h imse l f ,  "Tha t  goddamn  ye l l ow -be l l i ed ,  - - - - - - - - - coward . "

M :

S :

M .

S:
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The on ly  th ing  tha t  saved h im was the  o ther  cowboys  came lop ing  in to  camp

and B ' i11y  the  K id  pu t  h is  gun back  in  h is  ho ls te r  and rode o f f .  My papa

swore  tha t  i f  he  ever  go t  ou t  o f  tha t  a l i ve  he 'd  never  take  h is  gun o f f

again.  He worked in the camp for three days and papa stayed awake for three

n igh ts  wa tch ing  tha t  son  o f  a  b i t ch .  See ,  he  h j red  on  to  work ,  bu t  he  d idn ' t

g ive  h is  name.  I t  wasn ' t  anybody 's  bus iness  what  h is  name was,  bu t  everybody

ca l  l  ed  h im "K id " .

D' id your father meet Pat Garret t  up there about th is t ime?

He met  h im by  chance,  I 'm sure ,  bu t  they  were  grea t  f r iends .  They  were  the

same k ind  o f  men.

What  d id  your  fa ther  do  then? D id  he  leave?

Wel l ,  he  d idn ' t  l eave ,  he  s tayed  w i th  the  ou t f i t .  B i l l y  the  K id  le f t .  My

fa ther  d jdn ' t  ge t  a  w ink  o f  s leep  because  he  was  watch ing  tha t  S0B a l1  n igh t .

Bu t  one  n igh t ,  B i l l y  packed  h is  ro l l  and  rode  ou t .  Papa  was  the  on ly  one

who saw h im because everyone e lse  was as leep.  He hadn ' t  to ld  anyone e lse

abou t  h is  encoun te r  w ' i th  B j11y  the  K id .  The  morn ing  tha t  he  le f t ,  Papa  t r ied

to  ge t  some s leep bu t  he  was a  very \  l igh t  s leeper  and the  sher i f f  and the

posse rode jn  and asked everybody i f  they  had seen anybody o f  th is  descr ip t ion .

He 'd  been work ing  fo r  them and they  sa id , "Why,  he 's  tha t  6^ {  we 've  been

look ing  fo r . "  He had shot  someone over  in  some town in  New Mex ico .  They

a l l  d ' i dn ' t  know tha t  he  had  le f t ,  men d idn ' t  ta l k ;  bu t  when  Papa  found  ou t

who he  was,  the  sher i f f  and the  posse were  very  qu ick  in  te l l ing  them what

he had done.  He to ld  them tha t  he  had seen h im pack  up  h is  ro l l .  They

asked h im what  way he  had gone,  and Papa jus t  sa id ,  "He went  tha t -a -way,  over

the  h j l l . "  Papa  to ld  the  sher i f f  tha t  and  he  sa id  he  d rew a  deep  long

breath  because he  knew tha t  the  K ' id  wou ld  know the  posse was a f te r  h im,  too .
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Tha t  was  the  reason  tha t  he  l e f t  ou t  o f  p laces  so  fas t .  He 'd  ge t  j us t

enough  money  to  s take  h im  to  the  nex t  p1ace .  I  don r t  suppose  i t  wou ld  have

bo the red  h im  to  rob  somebody ,  he  go t  a long  j us t  f i ne .  Bu t  i t  was  ha rd  to

l i ve  o f f  t he  l and  and  i t  was  a  l ong  way  be tween  those  round-ups .  Papa  sa id ,

"You  / caV  make  a  he ro  ou t  o f  t ha t  son  o f  a  b j t ch  i f  you  wan t  t o ,  bu t  he

wasn ' t  when  f t J  me t  h im .  He  was  a  I  ow-dowh_ ,  "  a l  I  o f  t hose  names .

' ' , , l hen  Papa  ca l l ed  you  a1 l  t hose  names ,  Vou  usua l l y  were  one .

Abou t  when  d id  you r  f a the r  f i nd  h i s  way  to  E l  Paso?

He  d idn ' t  f i nd  h i s  way ,  he  j us t  came  s t ra i gh t  down .  I  don ' t  know  abou t  h i s

roman t ' i c  l j f e ,  bu t  he  me t  t h i s  r j ch  w idow and  mar r i ed  he r .  I  don ' t  know he r

name .  I  me t  he r  unde r  pecu l i a r  c i r cums tances  much  l a te r  j n  l ' i f e .  My  f i f e

has  a lways  been  odd .  When  I  me t  t h i s  woman  I  t hough t  i t  was  so r t  o f  queer

tha t  she  wan ted  to  see  me  so  bad  and  wan ted  to  l ook  a t  me  and  the  ques t i ons  she

asked  me .  My  fa the r  had  g ' i ven  me  consen t  t o  go  to  M ine ra l  l , r l e l l s  t o  v ' i s j t  a

g i r l  f r i end  when  I  was  a  Un ive rs i t y  o f  Texas  s tuden t .  And  I  wen t  t o  v i s i t

He len  h l a l l ace ,  He len  t o lO  me  T tha t /  t h i s  o l d  l ady  was  so  anx ious  t o  mee t  me .

I t  seemed  odd .  So  He len  l , r l a l l ace  took  me  to  th i s  l ady ' s  house  and  tha t  was  my

fa the r ' s  f i r s t  w i f e .  Papa  a lways  had  sp ies  a l l  ove r  t he  p l ace ;  he  a lways

knew every breath I  took.  He had many f r iends a l l  over  Texas,  not  iust  E l

Paso .  He  go t  t o  E l  Paso  l as t .  He  ended  t he re ,  he  d i dn ' t  j u s t  d r i f t  t he re .

She  had  asked  me  i f  I  l ooked  l i ke  my  f a the r  and  i f  my  mo the r  vvas  s t i l l  l i v i ng ,

and  wha t  d i d  she  l ook  l i ke .  When  we  go t  back  t o  He len ' s  home  I  sa j d  t ha t  I

wondered  how she  go t  a l l  t hese  ques t i ons  to  ask  me .  " I ' l l  a lways  be  amazed

why  th i s  woman ,  who  has  been  a  l j f e - l ong  f r i end  o f  you r  f am i l y ,  lwas , /  i n te res ted

jn  me .  You  d i dn ' t  know  any  o f  t hose  ques t i ons  t o  t e l l  he r .  0h ,we l l ,  she
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jus t  wan ted  to  meet  a  g ' i r1  f r i end  o f  yours ,  I ' l l  
' l augh  

tha t  o f f  l a te r . "

So when I  got  home, my father sat  me down and said,  "You went over to

a  cer ta in  Mrs .  Somebody 's  house wh i le  you were  jn  l t l i nera l  l l l e l l s ,  d idn ' t  you?"

I  sa id ,  " t l | e l l ,  how jn  the  wor ld  d id  you  know,  Papa?  Yes ,  I  d id . "  He  sa id ,

"D idn ' t  you  th ink  the re  was  any th ing  queer  abou t  tha t  v i s i t? "  I  sa id  tha t

I  d id ,  bu t  I  was  s t i l l  amazed and s t i l l  i n  the  dark  as  to  how he knew i t .  He

told me that he was in touch with people.  So maybe he coruesponded or maybe

Pau l ine ,  h is  s tepdaughter ,  a lways  kept  in  contac t  w ' i th  h im.  She loved h im

very  much ,  he  ra ised  her .  He  d idn ' t  te l l  me  because  he  d idn ' t  th ink  i t  was

any o f  my bus iness .  He jus t  to ld  me tha t  he  had promised my mother  tha t  he 'd

never  te l l  me,  bu t  he  sa id ,  " I  must .  Sure ly  you thought  tha t  v is j t  odd? That

was  my f i r s t  w i fe . "  I  a lmos t  fa in ted .  "We l l ,  Papa , "  I  sa id ,  "no  wonder

Mama a lways  ge ts  fu r jous  when peop le  ask  us  i f  wer re  the  rea l  ch i ld ren . "  I ' d

a lways  say  my fa ther  never  had been mar r jed  be fore ,  ' ' 'we ' re  the  on ly  ch j ld ren

he has . "  Papa regre t ted  tha t  he  had promised Mama tha t  he  wou ld  l ie  to  h js

own ch ' i l  d ren .

How long was he  mar r ied  to  th is  o ther  woman?

I  don ' t  know,  bu t  i t  must  have been a  long mar r iage because he  ra ised her

daughter ;  he  ca l led  her  h is  daughter .  He had many reasons  fo r  no t  labe l i ' i ng

any th ing ;  he  has  a  who le  a lbum o f  h is  l i f e  be fo re  he  met  my  mother .  I  don ' t

th ' ink  i t  made any  d i f fe rence to  her ,  bu t  i t  m igh t  have because Papa was

ra ised  jn  the  Ca tho l i c  fa j th  and  Papa  had  a  sa loon .  H is  f i r s t  w i fe  pu t  h im

' in  tha t  bus iness .  I 'm t ry ing  to  th ink  o f  the  name;  i t ' s  down somewhere  be tween

here  and Aust in ,  Texas .  He was the  sher i f f  o f  tha t  town too .  i t  was  famous

for  i t ' s  roughness .  He d ' idn ' t  mar ry  my mother  un t i l  1900 '  so  he  was o ld .



Starnper

He came to El  Paso shor t ly  before he met  my mother .  Her  mother  had l ived in

M id land  and  had  moved  up  to  Ys le ta .  Tha t  was  the  coun ty  sea t  o f  E l  Paso

Coun t , v .  You  had  to  c ross  the  r i ve r  t o  ge t  t o  E ' l  Paso .  Tha t  l and  a lways  d id

be long  to  O ld  l t 16x i co .  Our  fa rm was  down  jn  the  o ld  r j ve r  bed  tha t  was  th ree

and  a  ha l f  m i l es  no r t h  o f  Ys le ta .  As  a  ch i l d  I  r ode  a l l  ove r  t ha t  a rea  on

horseback .  So ,  t o  my  g randmothe r ,  Ys le ta  was  the  b ig  town .  When  the  t ra jn

f i rs t  came to El  Paso my grandmother  saw i t .  Shor t ly  a f ter  that  everybody

in  Ys le ta  moved  to  E l  Paso  because  i t  was  the  p lace  tha t  t he  ra i l r oad  s topped .

Tha t  was  a  day ' s  t r i p  i n  a  ho rse  and  a  buggy .  When  I  wou ld  go  to  the  ranch

w i th  my  fa the r ,  we 'd  have  to  ge t  up  ve ry  ea r l y  t o  go  w i th  h im  and  we  wou ld

ge t  t o  ou r  p lace  abou t  noon .  He  had  to  s top  down  on  A lameda  f i r s t .  The

roads  were  j us t  d i r t  and  had  ru t s  j n  t hem.  I t  a lways  ra ined  more  j n  Ys le ta

than  j t  d jd  j n  E l  Paso .  I  was  the  opener  and  the  shu t te r  o f  t he  ga tes ;  we

wou ld  go  th rough  peop le ' s  p rope r t y .  We  had  to  go  a round  by  the  chu rch  a t

San  E l  i za r i o  and  come back  because  tha t  was  the  way  the  road  wound .  So  you

can  imag ine  i f  you  l i ved ' i n  Ys le ta  and  had  t o  go  t o  E1  Paso .  They  had  t o

ge t  up  a t  f i ve  o ' c lock  i n  t hb  morn jng  and  then  they  wou ld  be  weary  when  they

go t  t o  E1  Paso .

So  the  f i r s t  t h ing  he  d id  was  buy  a  fa rm when  he  go t  he re?

0h ,  no ,  he  had  t he  sa loon .  He  had  a  s j l en t  pa r t ne r  named  W.E .  Tnuesde l l ,  who

pu t  up  the  money .  My  fa the r  ran  the  p lace  and  they  sp l i t  50 -50  on  the

p ro f i t .  Mr .  T ruesde l l  had  re t j r ed  bu t  he  had  h i s  money  i n  o the r  ways .  He

was  a  f r j end  o f  my  f a the r ,  so  he  pu t  Papa  up ' i n  t he  sa loon ,  t he  Coney  I s l and .

I t  was  on  0 regon ;  j t  was  an  a l l ey  then .  They  had  those  b ig  ho rses  to  b r i ng

the  bee r ,  and  t hey  wou ld  comp le te l y  f i l l  t he  s t r ee t  because ' i t  was  i us t  an

a l l ey  be tween  the re  and  the  o1d  She ldon  Ho te l  go ing  no r th .  The  add ress  was
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111 Oregon.  Across  the  s t ree t  was  the  Ke l ly  &  Po ' l1ard  drug  s to re .  The

sa loon  d jdn ' t  open  up  there .  We wou ld  a ' lways  go ' in to  Ke l l y  &  Po l la rd  o r

the candy store next door or the post of f ice.  Mama would have Papa meet us

there .  The pos t  o f f i ce  was where  Kress 's  i s  now.  He had tha t  sa loon in

the  same p lace  un t i l  P roh ib i t i on .

Do you recal I Pat Garrett?

No,  I  was  on ly  f i ve  when he  was k i l led .  Papa never  b rought  h im to  the

house.  My fa ther  was very  par t i cu la r  who we assoc ia ted  w i th  and we assoc ia ted

wi th  the  e l j te  o f  the  town.  C.E.  Ke11y,  who was the  mayor  fo r  so  many

t imes, was my godfather and his wi fe was my godmother.  Mayor Robinson that

was there ,  I  assoc ia ted  w j th  Lou ise  Rob inson,  Mary  Frances ,  who is  Mrs .

de  la  M.  A l len ;  h is  mother  was a  Mex ican.  And I  went  to  the  wedd ing .  Papa

wou ld  no t  have le t  me assoc ia te  w i th  any  o f  the  Gar re t ts ,  no t  a t  a l l .  They

l ' i ved  in  Las  Cruces  and he  was mar r jed  to  a  Mex ican;  Papa wou ldn ' t  have le t

us  assoc ia te  w i th  any  o f  h is  ch i ld ren .  Men can have f r iends  apar t  f rom the i r

fami ly .  My Papa a lways  to ld  me tha t  he  ra ' i sed  us  to  be  lad jes  and we d idn ' t

assoc ja te  w j th  anyone bu t  the  e l i te  o f  E l  Paso.  In le  went  to  a l l  the  par t ' ies .

The reason he  bought  the  fa rm was because o f  my mother .  She sa id ,  " l  w i l l

no t  have my ch j ld ren  pu t  down because the i r  fa ther  i s  a  sa loon keeper ;  you

can do  someth ing  e1se. "  So,  tha t  was  why the  fa rm was bought .  I t  was  a

hundred acres  fanced in .  I t  was  where  the  B lack  nursery  i s .

D id  you ra ise  co t ton  there?

0h,  no i  You say  co t ton  to  Papa and he 'd  f ro th  a t  the  mouth .  Papa had learned

fa rming  f rom h is  fa ther ,  bu t  he  jus t  d idn ' t  ta l k  abou t  j t  much .  He  d id  te l l

us  about  go ing  ou t  to  tap  the  map le  t rees  and how to  make the  map le  sugar .

He to ld  me once tha t  h ' i s  fa ther  worked them harder  than h is  mu les  and he
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d jdn ' t  have any  cons jdera t ion  fo r  them e j ther .  My Papa be l ieved tha t  i f

you were a farmer,  a real  farmer,  Jou raised everything you used, except of

course ,  the  th ings  tha t  you  cou ldn ' t .  So  when he  took  supp l ies  to  the  fa rm

he took  f lou r ,  sa l t ,  and  sugar ;  every th ing  e lse  was  ra jsed .  He  sa id  tha t

i f  those farmers went to cot ton they needn' t  cal l  themselves farmers anymore,

and i t  wou ld  be  the  ru in  o f  them.  He sa id  tha t  co t ton  ru ined the  land.

What  was your  mother 's  ma ' iden name?

Pipk in ,  Kath leen;  bu t  she  was a lways  Miss  Kate .  I  donr t  know where  she was

born .  Thene were  a  lo t  o f  fami ly  ske le tons .  I  used to  ask  my Papa what  my

grandmother  looked  l i ke  and  he 'd  te l l  me to  look  in  the  m i r ro r  somet ime.  He

showed me a  p ic tu re  once  o f  some o f  h is  s i s te r ' s  ch j ld ren  and  I  was  laugh ing

a t  i t ,  and  he  to ld  me to  laugh  rea l  l oud  because  I  was  the  sp i t t i n '  image  o f

her .  Papa was the  nex t  to  the  youngest  ch i ld ;  there  were  twenty - four .  That

was why they  d idn ' t  ge t  ou t  o f  I re land any  sooner .  My grandfa ther  had to  ge t

fa re  fo r  a l l  the  ch i ld ren ,  and by  the  t ime he 'd  ge t  tha t  there  wou ld  be  two

more  in  the  fami ly .

What  d id  your  mother  look  l j ke?

She was the  most  beaut j fu l  th ing  you ever  looked a t .  She was so  pre t ty  tha t

peop le  wou ld  jus t  gasp  and  fo l low her  w j th  the i r  eyes .  Abso lu te ly  f l aw less ;

she had a  beaut j fu l  f igure ,  beaut i fu l  fee t  and 1egs ,  she  had the  most  beaut i fu l

face and gorgeous teeth,  and bow mouth,  her eyebrows were arched without

p luck ingn and she had the  darkes t  b rown ha i r ,  and her  eyes  were  so  dark  tha t

they  looked b lack  bu t  they  were  dark  b rown.  She had the  most  beaut i fu l  ears .

And there  was never  a  person in  E l  Paso or  a  mov ie  s ta r  tha t  cou ld  ho ld  a

cand le  to  her .  She wasn ' t  even f i ve  fee t  ta l l ,  except  when she wore  h igh  hee1s,
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wh ich  she  wore  ve ry  beau t i f u l l y .  She  was  t i ny .  I n  l a te r  yea rs  she  became

a  compu ' l s i ve  ea te r  and  became ve ry  fa t  a f te r  my ' l i t t l e  s i s te r  d ied .  My

n ro the r  made  he rse l f  i n t o  a  neu ro t i c  a f t e r  t he  dea th  o f  t ha t  l i t t l e  q i r l .

How many ch ' i ldren were there?

She  was  the  th i rd  ch i l d .  He r  name was  Marga re t  Euphras ia .  She  was  named

for  the famous Sweeney fami ly ,  Euphras ia Sweeney,  who were great  f r jends

/o f  t f r e  fam i l yT .  Judge  J .U .  Sweeney ' s  mo the r  and  s i s te r  were  Euphras ia .

They  ca l l ed  he r  "F reshy "  because  i t  was  such  a  bad  name.  She  d ied  on  Ju l y

4 ,  1912 .  The re  we re  t h ree  ch j l d ren  j n  a l l .

Wha t  d j d  you r  f a the r  l ook  l i ke?

He  was  a  t a l l  man  bu t  he  d i dn ' t 1ook  i t ;  he  was  j us t  unde r  s i x  f ee t  bu t  no -

body  eve r  be l i eved  i t .  He  we ighed  t he  same  we igh t  a1 l  h i s  adu l t  l ' i f e .  He

wore  the  same s i ze  be l t  a l l  t he  t ime  because  he  sa id  he  had  sense  enough  to

push  h imse l f  away  f rom the  tab le .  I t  was  an  e lemen ta ry  th ' i ng  to  know when

you r  s tomach  was  f u l l .  He  was  j us t  squa re ,  a1 l  musc les .  Papa  was  t r i ed  f o r

murde r  one  t ime .  Papa  had  k i l l ed  the  man ,  bu t  i t  had  been  se l f -de fense .  He

was  ve ry  hones t .  He  had  a  ho rse  wa j t i ng  fo r  h jm  ou ts jde  l e f t  by  some f r i ends

o f  h i s ,  and  i f  he  had  been  conv i c ted  he  wou ld  have  r i dden  ou t  t o  t own .  The re

were  11  bu l l e t s  j n  t he  man  bu t  t he  th ree  tha t  Papa  pu t  i n  h im  were  the  ones

tha t  wou ld  have  k i l l ed  h im .  Papa  cou ld  shoo t ;  t he  res t  we re  j us t  emp ty i ng

the ' i r  guns .  Papa  was  wa lk ing  down  the  s t ree t  w j th  the  day ' s  rece ip t s  and  he

though t  someone  was  t r y ing  to  rob  h jm .  Th ' i s  was  i n  1886 .  He  was  s t i l l

mar r i ed  to  tha t  o the r  woman  a t  t ha t  t ime .  He  hea rd  a  bu l l e t  wh iz  by  h i s  head .

He  a lways  wore  a  th ree  and  one  ha l f  ca ra t  d ia r .nnd  on  h ' i s  r i gh t  hand .  Papa

had  h ' i s  s j x - shoo te r  on  and  j us t  pu l l ed  i t  ou t  and  he  saw tha t  man 's  body  and
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one of  those guys fe l ' l  .  When the man came f rom beh' ind the t ree Papa shot

h im  aga in  and  aga in .  He  was  the  famous  doc to r  o f  t he  town ,  and  he  was  shoo t -

i ng  a t  ano the r  man  on  the  o the r  s jde  o f  my  fa the r ,  because  they  were  bo th

a f t e r  t he  same  b i t ch .  Tha t  d i dn ' t  come  ou t  i n  t he  t r i a l  .  He  wasn ' t  v " i s i t ' i ng

he r  bu t  i t  d id  come ou t  i n  t he  t r i a l  t ha t  t hese  two  men  had  been  feud ing

fo r  some t ime  and  each  had  p romised  to  shoo t  t he  o the r  one  on  s ' i gh t .  Papa

was  ius t  shoo t i ng  to  p ro tec t  h imse l f .  Bu t  he  was  t r i ed  fo r  murde r .  I  have

the  t r ansc r i p t  o f  t he  t r j a l .

Papa  was  a  dead  sho t .  You  t a l k  abou t  f i s t  f j gh t s ,  i t  was  mos t  gene ra l l y

over  women.  You know, I  used to  te l l  people that  I  saw men drop dead every-

day.  Just  to  show you how wel l  known my father  was,  one day my mother  was

go ing  to  town  to  buy  a  new ha t ;  she  m jgh t  have  j us t  bough t  two  f i f t y -do l l a r

ha ts  yes te rday  bu t  she  was  go ing  aga in .  She  was  a  ve ry  o ld - fash ioned  l ady

in  he r  mo ra l s .  We  we re  wa l k i ng  t o  t he  ha t  p l ace  and  t h i s  man ,  i us t  a  cow

puncher ,  he  t i pped  h i s  ha t  t o  my  mo the r .  Tha t  was  no t  done .  S t range  men

d id  no t  t a l k  t o  l ad ' i es .  He  sa jd ,  "How a re  you ,  k ' i d? "  And  she  had  he r  two

l i t t l e  g ' i r 1s  w ' i t h  he r .  She  t u rned  t o  t ha t  guy  and  she  sa jd ,  " I ' l l  have

you  know  tha t  I 'm  Tom Powers 'w i f e l "  Tha t  man  b roke  and  ran .  You 'd  t hough t

she  had  sho t  h im .  You  see ,  he ' d  be  sca red  t ha t  she 'd  t e l l  Papa  and  desc r i be

h im .  Papa  wou ldn ' t  have  sho t  h im  bu t  i t  wou ld  have  been  rough .  I  asked

he r  i f  she  was  go ing  t o  t e l ' l  Papa .  She  d i dn ' t  need  t o ,  she  had  hand led  i t

we l l .  He  was  he r  p ro tec t i on .  Tha t  guy  wou ld  have  been  pu l ve r i zed ,  bea ten

w i t h i n  an  i nch  o f  l i f e .  You 'd  neve r  know  why  Pa t  Ga r re t t  mu t i l a t ed  t ha t  man ,

bu t  j t  was  p robab l y  a l ong  t he  same  l i nes .

I  saw a murder  one t ' ime when I  was about  seven.  } r le  were going to  town
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one day  and  we had  B i l l y ,  ou r  l i t t l e  ha l f  She t land  pony ,  and  the  car r iage .

Mama had some bus iness  a t  the  pos t  o f f i ce .  I  was  what  Mama ca l led  the  cow

ta i l ,  because  I  wou ld  1ag  beh ind .  I  d idn ' t  wan t  to  m iss  any th ing .  I  was

look ing  a1 l  a round and I  was  go ing  up  the  s teps  o f  the  pos t  o f f i ce  because

she had sa id  fo r  me to  come.  Mama and my s is te r  were  a l ready  in  the  pos t

o f f i ce .  Then the  shot  rang ou t .  I  was  a lmost  to  the  top  o f  the  s ta j rs  when

the  shot  was  f i red .  I  tu rned and saw one o f  my fa ther 's  f r iends  coming

across the street.  I  thought he was coming to g ' ive me a box of  candy because

my fa ther 's  f r iends  wanted  to  g ive  us  ch i ld ren  favors .  l l l e11 ,  i t  a l ' l  happened

so  fas t  and  he  ius t  pu l led  h is  s i x -shoo te r  ou t  and  then  the  sho t  rang  ou t .

And tha t  man who was wa lk ing  up  the  s teps  bes ide  me tu rned and he  d jdn ' t

ge t  sho t  in  the  back ,  he  go t  sho t  look ing  r igh t  a t  the  man.  Mama heard  the

shot  too ,  and,  you know,  you don ' t  move.  And Mama screamed,  "Tommyl "  and

I ran up the steps and she grabbed hold of  me and we ran out the f ront

door - - th is  was a t  the  s ide  door - -and we go t  jn  tha t  buggy  and B i11y  never

went  so  fas t ;  Mama was wh ipp ing  h im a l l  the  way.  And when she go t  home,  she

ca11ed Papa ( the  number  was BBB)  and she sa id ,  "Tom,  come homel  Nowl "

The phone was hung up  and Papa was there  in  f i ve  minu tes .  He sa ' id ,

"Wha t  i s  i t ,  Ka te? "  She  sa ' i d ,  "Tommy  j us t  w i t nessed  t ha t  k i 11 ing . "  He

sa id ,  "My  God . "  He  asked  j f  I  d i d  and  I  t o l d  h im  tha t  I  had .  He  sa id ,

"Ka te ,  I ' l l  t h i nk  o f  some th ing .  B i l 1y ' $  ou t  i n  f r on t .  Tommy ,  you  have  a

good memory but you better forget th is fast .  Don' t  you remember a th ing

t ha t  happened  today .  Do  you  th ink  I  wa f r t  my  1 i t t 1e  g ' i r l  t o  be  on  the

wi tness  s tand? I ' ve  never  taught  you t$  1 ie ,  bu t  you  can keep your  mouth

shu t .  Don ' t  you  eve r  b rea the  a  word  o f  t h j s .  Do  you  hea r  me?  You  know
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bet te r ,  don ' t  you?"  I  sa id  tha t  I  d id .  I  to ld  h im tha t  I  wou ldn ' t  say

any th ' ing  about ' i t .  He to ld  my mother  to  se t  her  watch  ( i t  had  over  a

hundred d ' iamonds r 'n  i t )  back  an  hour ,  and to  go  to  Mrs .  Devore 's  house.  He

to ld  her ,  "Do  exac t l y  wha t  I  te l l  you .  You  te l l  Mrs .  Devore  how long  i t

took  you  to  d ress . "  He  sa id  to  te l l  he r  wha t  t ime  i twasby  her  wa tch  and

"She ' l l  never  know the  d i f fe rence ,  she 's  go t  a l l  those  k ids ;  peop le  don ' t

pay  tha t  much a t ten t ion  to  the  t ime. "  He sa id  fo r  us  to  s tay  ou t  there  a l l

day  and to  keep look ing  a t  her  watch  and keep ment ' ion ing  the  t ime.  "Don ' t

you dare te11 anybody you were in town today. Did anybody see you?" Mama

didn ' t  know,  bu t  peop le  usua l ' l y  no t iced  us .  He sa id  he  hoped to  God tha t

no  one saw us  and he  sa jd  he  wou ld  hand le  i t  f rom there  on  ou t .  So ,  no  one

must  have seen us .  I  know who shot  h im,  i t  was  one o f  my fa ther 's  bes t

f r jends ,  bu t  the  o ther  man wasn ' t  impor tan t .  They  were  f igh t ing  over  the

same woman,  as  usua l .  My fa ther  d idn ' t  want  me dragged ' in to  a  murder  t r ia l .

I  was  a  very  smar t  l i t t le  g i r l ;  I  had  to  be  smar t  because I  wasn ' t  beaut i fu l

1 i  ke my mother or my aunts.

I f  you  want  to  know a  beaut i fu l  woman,  i t  was  my aunt .  She was the

g i r ' l f r i end  o f  B j l l  Banner .  Tha t ' s  why  my mother  wou ldn ' t  have  any th ing  to

to  w i th  her .  He was the  man who le f t  s ix  m ' i l l i on  in  cash and owned the

Banner  Bu j1d ing .  she  d ' i vo rced  her  las t  husband i  she  was  the  d isg race  o f

the  fami ' l y - - tha t ' i s ,  as  fa r  as  my mother  was concerned.  She had a  b ig

apar tment  house  and  she  was  se l f - su f f j c ien t  and  se l f - suppor t jng ,  bu t  B i l l

Banner  was her  boy f r iend.  I  went  to  see B i l l  Banner  a f te r  my aunt  d jed .

She d jed  jn  1947.  She was never  a l lowed to  come in  our  house,  f lo t  as  long

as  my mother  was a l i ve ,  and she asked my fa ther  no t  to  1e t  my mother  come to
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her  funera l .  Papa  though t  tha t  was  a  l i t t l e  fa r  fe tched ,  so  she  went .  B i l l

Banner was an old cowboy, bV the way, and he was crazy about my father.  I

wen t  ou t  to  see  h jm.  He  sa id ,  "Tommy,  i f  I  had  my I j fe  to  l i ve  aga in ,  I ' d

mar ry  Sus ie  had  I  known tha t  I  wou ld  have  ou t l i ved  her . "  I  sa jd ,  "We l l ,  I ' l l

be damnedl"  He said,  "Yep, always did say no woman was going to get my

money.  I  know tha t  no  one wou ld  have wanted  me,  they 'd  ius t  want  my money. "

That  was the  t ru th  because he  was the  ug l ies t  th ing  on  ear th .  He sa id  tha t

he  wou ld  have t rave led  and spent  some o f  h is  money.  He was in  a  whee l  cha i r

by  then.  That  was my aunt .  When she was a  decent  woman she was a l lowed jn

the  house.  She used to  come da i l y  and she, r rd  say ,  "Kate ,  how in  the  wor ld

d id  you have two such ug ly  th ings? Tomrny ,  come here ,  don ' t  ever  g r in ,  tha t

mouth  wou ld  s top  a  c lock ,  jus t  l i ke  tha t  nas ty  s t ink ing  Tom Powers . "  F ina l l y

I  go t  t i red  o f  l i s ten jng  to  tha t .  The  fami l y  had  one  th ing ,  beau ty ;  the

g i r l s  were  beaut i fu l  and so  were  the  boys ,  and tha t  g randmother  had twe lve l

One day  my mother  sa id  tha t  she  w ished tha t  I  wou ld  say  someth ing  to  Sue to

shut her up because i t  was gett ing gruesome to hear her say that she had two

ug ly  ch j ld ren .  We were  bo th  ug ly  I r i shmen.  So ,  I  sa id  I  wou ld  i f  she  p romised

no t  to  pun ish  me o r  te l l  Papa .  She  sa id  tha t  she  wou ld  g ive  me a  p r i ze  i f

I  wou ld .  So  when she  came,  she  s ta r ted  jn  on  me.  I  sa id ,  " i {e ' l l ,  Sue ,  I

w i l l  a lways  be  g lad  tha t  I  wasn ' t  born  w i th  the  P ipk in  beauty  and tha t  I  had

the Powers bra' ins.  Beauty soon fades but brains don' t . "  Then t ' , lother to ld

me to I  eave the room.

I  go t  my bra ins  f rom my papa.  He never  spent  bu t  one day  in  schoo l .  I

got  my memory f rom him; I  a lways remember.  He worked in the grocery store

and  f i l l ed  o rders  a l1  day  long  w i thou t  ever  wr i t i ng  i t  down.  I  cou ldn ' t

read pr in t  and I  went  a l l  the  way th rough schoo l  w i thout  read ' ing  a  book .
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I  made s t ra igh t  A 's .  I  never  tu rned in  a  paper  and s ince  I  a lways  made

100 's  on  the  tes ts  they  cou ldn ' t  fa i l  me .  i  wen t  th rough  co l lege  l i ke

tha t .  I  had to  ge t  g lasses  because I  cou ldn ' t  see  mold  on  bananas.  My

Papa told me i t  was good to be smart ,  but  let  others f ind out wi thout

te l l ing  them.  I  have a  degree.  I  g raduated  cum laude and never  read a

book.  My fa ther  d id  my s is te r ' s  geomet ry  w i thout  ever  knowing how.  The

teachers  had never  seen tha t  fo rmula  and haven ' t  seen i t  s ince ,  bu t  i t

worked,  and my s is te r  go t  the  c red i t  fo r  j t .  I  g raduated  in  th ree  years .

He never  looked a t  our  g rades ,  he  looked a t  our  depor tment  g rades .
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