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IV | rs .  C.  C.  Chase
by Leon C. Metz

February 24, 1966

C:

M:

We11,  wha t  were  we ta lk ing  abou t  las t?

l l le l l ,  we ta lked  main ' l y  about  some o f  your  exper iences  in  the  Southwest  and

New Mex ico  and down jn to  O ld  l {ex ico ,  and your  fa ther  and so  on .

Jus t  a  l j t t l e  b j t  o f  every th ing .

A l  most .

t r jha t  I 'd  l i ke  to  ta lk  about  more  is  my mother .

We11,  le t ' s  hear  some abou t  your  mother .

A l l  the  wr i te rs  o f  h is to ry  in  the  w i ld  and woo ly  h les t  have neg lec ted  en t ' i re ' l y

to ment ion the fact  that  women were out here,  too,  and that there were plenty

o f  1ove ly ,  re f ined homes.  l ^ le  weren ' t  a l l  wear jng  two guns ,  r id ing  horseback

through the  deser t  and the  mounta ins  hunt ing  somebody to  shoot  a t .  One o f

the  o ldes t  charac ters  tha t  I  have kno lvn  ou t  here  was l i rs .  F rank  Coe.

Was she the  w i fe  o f  one o f  the  Coe bro thers?

Yes.  She was one o f  the  most  re f ined,  love ly  women I  ever  knew.  And the

f i rs t  th ing  she d id  when she mar r ied  and came out  here  was to  ga ther  peop le

together  fo r  a  Sunday schoo l  .  There  was no  church ,  no  re l  ig jous  poss ' ib ' i1 i t y

fo r  any  o f  them to  ge t  to ,  so  she had them come and s ing  songs  in  the  open.

Where was th ' i  s  at ,  Mrs .  Chase?

0ver  a t  G lencoe .  She  andherch i ld ren  bu ' i l t  a  1ove1y ' l j t t l e  chape l  i n  G lencoe ,

a rock chapel ,  and they had serv ' ices there every week.

Is  i t  s t i l l  s tand ing?

St i l l  s tand ing ,  yes .  And when she go t  the  peop le  together  to  s ing  songs  when

there  was prac t ica l l y  no th ing  here  a t  home-- i t  was  bare- - the  cowboys  wou ld

dr i f t  in  f rom d i f fe ren t  par ts  so  tha t  she  had a  who le  gang around on  Sundays .

La te r  on  her  husband  had  p jcked  up  qu j te  a  b i t  o f  money  w i th  h is  ca t t l e  and

M:

C:

M:

M:

C :
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so on .  He was mak ing  a  t r ip  to  E l  Paso to  b r ing  back  some o f  the  th ings

tha t  they  needed,  and he  asked her  what  she wanted .  He sa id ,  " I  have

enough now to  buy  some fu rn i tu re .  Jus t  what  wou ld  you l i ke  to  have?"  And

she  sa id ,  "We l l ,  ch i ld ren  cou ld  g row up  w j th  a  p iano  and  the  fu rn i tu re

wou ldn ' t  do  them any  good. "  So he  brought  a  g rand p" iano ou t  to  her - -one

o f  those  g rea t  b ig  th ings .  I t  sa t  j n  the  bare  par lo r  w ' i th  a  ta rpau l in  over

i t  except  when she 'd  have her  s ingers  come in .  And a lways  she was a  d ign i -

f i ed ,  1ove ly  woman;  you  cou ldnr t  be  w i th  her  tha t  you  d idn ' t  fee l  be t te r .

Now that was one of  the or ig inal  Western women that I  knew--that is,  women

that  happened to  be  in  the  West .

About  when was tha t ,  Mrs .  Chase?

0h ,  we l l ,  i t  was  be fo re  the  t ime o f  B i11y  the  K id .  0 f  course ,  they  though t

B i11y  the  K id  was  jus t  a l l  r i gh t ,  as  everybody  e lse  d id  here .  And  Pa t

Gamet t  made h imse l f  ve ry  unwe lcome in  L jnco ln  Coun ty  by  h is  k i l l i ng  B i11y

the  K jd ,  pa r t i cu la r l y  as  he  d id - -h js  s i l houe t te  in  the  w jndow w i th  the  moon-

l igh t  sh in ing  on  i t  and  Gar re t t  came to  the  door  and  jus t  sho t  th rough  i t .

So he had to leave and go over to Las Cruces. And in Las Cruces there were

some o f  the  love l ies t  homes and peop ' le .  They  don ' t  s top  to  cons ider  tha t

New Mex' ico as a terr i tory was governed more or less by Washington and the

of f i cers  o f  the  law and every th ing  e lse  tha t  we had ou t  here ,  the  peop le

were appojnted by the Presjdent through the United States and they were

usua l ly  o f  the  upper  c rus t  o f  soc ' ie ty .  They  were  sons  and daughters  o f

some prominent senator or somebody that had made a name for himsel f  in the

East .  Now those are  the  peop le  tha t  rea l1y  amounted to  someth ing .  0 f

course ,  you  go t  a  deser t  spo t ,  and j t  was  a lso  a  very  good p lace  fo r  men

who commi t ted  c r imes ' in  the  eas tern  par t  o f  the  Un i ted  Sta tes  to  come and
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h ide ,  because  we

I tal ked to you

had  jus t  go t ten

that  was the man

0 l  i ve r  Lee .

had  p l en t y  o f  h i d i ng  p l aces  i n  t he  moun ta ins .  And  s i nce

the  o the r  day ,  Mr .  McGaw sen t ,by  my  son ,  a  book  tha t  he

f rom Mr.  l r l .  l , r l .  Hutch jnson,  Dean Rhodes edi tor  executor ,

who  wro te  i t .  The  t i t l e  o f  i t  was  Ano the r  Ve rd i c t  f o r

M :

C :

M:

C :

0h ,  I  saw tha t .  I  have  a  copy  o f  i t .

You  have?  We1 l ,  I  cou ldn ' t  go  on  w i t h  i t  ve r y  we l l I  cou ldn ' t  qu i te

ca tch  who was say ing  what .

I  cou ldn ' t  e i the r ,  to  te l l  you  the  t ru th .

h le l l ,  I  guess  he 's  go t  h is  s ty ' l e .  We l l ,  tha t ' s  where  Mr .  Rhodes . . .  Some-

body  was  te l l i ng  my- fa ther . . .Char l i e  Basse t t  j n  E l  Paso  to ld  Daddy  once ,

he  sa id ,  "You  know,  I  read  a l I  o f  [1 r .  Rhodes 'works ,  bu t  I  can ' t  keep  up

wi th  h jm.  He 's  hard  to  fo l low. "  And Daddy remarked tha t  he  wro te  as  he

rode.  He 'd  go  a long a  centa in  pa th  and see someth ing  move across  the  way

and  he 'd  run  to  inves t iga te ,  and  he 'd  r ide  r jgh t  on  o f f ,and  he 'd  b r ing  in

tha t  when  i t  wasn ' t  rea l l y  k in  to  the  res t  o f  h i s  s to ry  a t  a l l .  And  tha t

/ i s  whaf ,  I  thought  when I  read tha t  book .  "0h ,  he 's  go t ten  Mr .  Rhodes '

s ty ' le - -meander ing  a  who l  e  /1oV . "

I  knew Eugene Cunn ingham very  we1 l ,  and  I  cou ldn ' t  fo l l ow the  quo ta -

t ions .  I  d ' i dn ' t  know whether  i t  was  Eugene  Cunn ingham ta lk ing  o r  who .  Bu t

THutcninson7 refered to the statement jn the book about l , . l . l , .J .  Cox. I  to ld

tha t  Eugene Cunn ingham a  l i t t le  o f  the  s to ry  o f  I { r .  Cox ,  and I  cou ld  see

tha t  i t  was  wr i t ten ' in  th is  book ,  bu t  no t  subs tan t ia l ' l y .  I t l r .  Cox  was one

o f  the  charac te rs  o f  the  Wes t .  He  was  very  qu ie t ' i n  h is  ta l k  and  manner ,

and I  don ' t  th ink  I  ever  heard  h jm laugh;  bu t  he  had more  humor  than anyone

I  ever  knew.  One th ing  tha t  t i ck led  me very  much was when my fa ther  bought
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h is  f i rs t  car  ou t  here  and i t  was  one o f  the  very  few.  I t  was  on ly  the  47 th

car  jn  Texas  when he  go t  i t  ou t  here .  And he  went  by  and p icked up  Mr .  Cox

a t  the  ranch .  You  know where  the  Cox  ranch  was ;  j t ' s  where  the  m iss j le

g round  i s  now,  r igh t  up  aga ins t  the  Organ  Mounta ins .

TI:

C :

What  was Mr .  Cox 's  f i rs t  name?

Wel  I  ,  i t  was  jus t  W.  l ^J . ,  B  j l  I  Cox .

around here  now.  There 's  one tha t

Hal ,  and lF-e ha{ a whole bunch of

e r  on  the  p lace  a l l  the  t ime  and  a

tended i t  when I  was  a  youngster .

h im except  someone l i ke  my fa ther ,

d idn ' t  have  very  much  bus iness ,  he

k ' i1  I  i  ngs  on  h i  s  hands .  He '  d  been

Lee became h is  bnother - in - law.

that  some of  the Rhodes fami ' ly  had.

And  the  h i s to ry  o f  Cox  as  he  to ld  i t

i ng  Wes t  f rom Tennessee  w i th  h r ' s  f am i ' l y  o r

cove red  wagon ,  a  l oad  o f  peop le .  And  they

And he had a  bunch o f  ch i ld ren  tha t  a re

is  named fo r  my fa ther ,  A lber t  Cox ,  and

them.  Mr .  Cox  had a  governess  or  a  teach-

regu la r  schoo l  fo r  h i s  ch i ld ren .  I  a t -

Peop le  d idn ' t  know any th ing  much  abou t

who took  care  o f  h is  bus iness .  And he

jus t  ran  every th ing  around h lm,  w j th  no

accused  o f  ha rbor ing ,  and  he  d id - -0 l i ve r

to my father was that he came start-

par t  o f  h is  fami ly  and another

got  to  feud ing  a long the  way,

He 'd  r ide ' in  a t  n igh t  when  Pa t  Gar re t t  was . . .  We l l ,  he  and  G i l l i l and

knew tha t  they 'd  never  come in to  the  town o f  Las  Cruces  a l i ve ' i f  they  sur -

rendered to Pat Garret t  and his noose. So they played i t  safe and went

around fo r  two years  h id ing  ou t  o r  s topp ' ing  in  a  p lace  I  i ke  ours .  They 'd

come in  a t  n igh t ,  go  to  bed,  and go  on  and a t tend to  the i r  bus jness .  And

the  Cox 's  p1ace,  i t  was  a  very  b ig  p lace  and there  was nobody anywhere  near

t ' t .  He owned one p lace  tha t  I  th ink  Ha l  Cox  l j ves  in  now,  tha t  they  ca l l

the  Pump.  Then down a t  the  po in t  o f  the  mounta ins  was Globe Spr ings
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the  two ou t f j t s .  By  the  t ime they  go t  to  San Anton io  theyrd  k i l led  o f f  one

or two. And when they got to San Antonio,  they camped outside of  the town

before  go ing  jn ,  the  las t  remain ing  members  o f  bo th  the  fami l ies ,  and they

had the i r  las t  f igh t  there .  Mr .  Cox  was a  boy  o f  about  seventeen a t  the

t ime and he  was one o f  the  on ly  remajn ing  persons  in  tha t  feud.  They  ar res t -

ed  h im,  the  San Anton io  o f f i cers ;  he  was t r jed  and found gu i l t y  o f  murder

and sentenced to  be  hung.  And the  word  "s ta tu te"  o r  whatever  i t  i s . . .

S ta tu te  o f  I  im i ta t ions?

Wel l ,  tha t  word  in  h is  ind ic tment  o r  someth ' ing  about  the  case was no t  c ros-

sed and tha t  he ld  them up.  They  had to  have another  t r ia l  and c ross  tha t

" t " .  They  1e t ' i t  d r i f t  and  d r i f t  and  he  s tayed  on  in  ja i l  and  was  a  t rus tee .

He worked and saved h is  money.  And one o f  the  men in  ja i l  w ' i th  h im- - they

got  to  be  ra ther  chummy. . .  A t  one t ime the  au thor i t ies  came to  San Anton io - -

the  who le  s ta te  g roup to  inspec t  bu j ld ings- - they  went  down to  inspec t  the

ja i1 .  Th is  boy  and Mr .  Cox  locked them in  a  ce l l ;  they  were  f ree  to  roam

around.  And they  locked them up in  a  ce l l ,  went  to  town and had a  b ig  t ime,

came back  and  re leased  the  o f f i ce rs  and  1e t  them go .  F ina l l y i t  had  gone  on

un t i l  he 'd  been  in  ja i l  f o r  seven  years .  He  s tud ied  a l l  the  t ime  tha t  he

was there--read what he could.  He wrote to a lawyer that  he knew was a good

one ,  and  they  f i l ed  su i t  fo r  the  ja i l  i t se l f - - fo r  the  ownersh ip  o f  the  ia i l .

He had been there  fo r  seven years  w i thout  be ing  moles ted ,  o r  no  one t ry ing

to  d r i ve  h im ou t ,  and  accord ing  to  the  Texas  1aws,  the  ia i l  was  h js .  Tha t

upset  the  c ' i v i l ' i ans  very  much.  They  1e t  h im out  ona bond lvvh i19  unu i t ing

for  the  t r ia l  to  come up fo r  h im to  possess  the  ja i l .  He sk ipped h is  bond

and came West ,  s ta r ted  in  and accumula ted  th is  ranch.  The home is  a  g rea t

b ig  p lace  bu i l t  a round  the  pa t ' i o .  I t  was  bu i l t  by  an  Eng ' l j sh  coup le  tha t
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had one smal l  boy ;  the  boy  was b j t ten  by  a  ra t t lesnake and d ' ied .  The peop le

d idn ' t  want  to  s tay  here  any  longer .  They  went  back  to  Eng land,  bu t  they

so ld  the i r  ranch home to  Mr .  Cox .  He go t  j t  fo r  a lmost  no th jng ,  and o f

course ,  he  bu i l t  up  a  t remendous ranch.  He and 0 l i ver  Lee wound up  jus t

own ing  la lnns t  every th in f l  f rom the  0rgan Mounta ins  up  to  these mounta ins .

Up to the Sacramento lv lountains?

Yes .  The i r  ca t t l e  ran  th rough  the  who le  ou t f i t .

Where  was the  ranch house loca ted?

Wel l ,  tha t  ranch  house  j s  now occup ied  by  the  a rmy.  I t ' s  a  m iss i le  range

r igh t  aga ins t  the  0 rgan  Mounta ins .  One  o f  those  peaks  i s  ca l led  The  Need le

because  i t  has  a  s1ope ,  jus t  a  p la jn  s lope  up  to  a  ce r ta ' i n  po in t  and  then  i t

goes  up  to  where  i t  s t j cks  ou t  l i ke  a  need le .  And o f  course ,  he  owned the

Globe  Spr ings .and  a l l  those  wate r ing  p ' l aces  a round  there .

The one th ing  tha t  a lways  s t ruck  me as  be ing  the  funn ies t  th ' ing  tha t

happened with Mr.  Cox and my father,  Daddy took h ' is  new car,  he had a chauf-

fer  f rom New York,  Luni l  they went down the San Agust in Ranch |wfrat  Cox's

ranch] was cal led,  and picked up Mr.  Cox. / l -n" i l  came across over here to

La Luz  fo r  some reason.  Mr .  Cox 's  descr ip t ' ion  o f  tha t  t r ip  was one o f  the

funn ies t  tha t  you  cou ld  have heard  h im l fe l ' i l ,  w i th  h ' i s  so lemn face- -about

6oi l  they were going so fast  that  h is hat f lew of f  and when they came back

two days  la te r  i t  was  s t i l l  sp inn ing  in  the  a i r .  The  o ld  f l a ts  down there

were  fu l l  o f  gophers ;  i t  was  ca l led  Gopher  Town par t  o f  the  t ' ime.  He sa id ,

"One o ld  g randpa gopher  tha t  I ' ve  known fo r  years  t r jed  to  ge t  in  h is  ho le

and he  go t  s tuck .  He was s t ' i l l  wagg ing  h is  ta i l  t ry ' ing  to  ge t  ou t  when we

came back .  "

Every th jng  he  sa jd  had  some po jn t  o f  humor .  He  was  te l ' l i ng  my  mo the r
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one tha t  he  had comple ted  bu j ld ing  a  f i rep lace  jn  the i r  bedroom.  Mama sa ' id ,

"h le l l ,  the  po in t  i s ,  does  i t  d raw?"  And he  sa id ,  ' rDraw? l l lhy  the  o1d lady

had a  se t  o f  eggs  under  the  bed and j t  jus t  d rew the  nes t ,  the  hen,  and the

eggs a ' l ' l  up  the  ch imney and she never  say  them aga in . "  Then he  had a  co ld

and a  sore  th roa t  /oncd,  and he  asked the  o ld  woman,  as  he  ca l led  h is  w i fe ,

wha t  i t  was  tha t  Mrs .  Fa l l  sa id  was  good  fo r  a  co ld .  She  sa id "  "We l l ,  i t

was  bromo pe l le ts  o r  tab le ts . "  And he  sa ' id ,  " l , r le l l ,  maybe we 've  go t  some. "

They  went  in to  the  sa fe ,  the  o ld  fash ioned k i tchen sa fe ,  and look ing  th rough

i t  he  found  a  package  marked  "BB" - - i t  was  fu l l  o f  round  tab le t - look ing  th ings .

He to ld  h is  w j fe ,  he  sa id ,  "Th js  mus t  be  i t .  I t ' s  B romo But tons .  Tha t ' s

what  she  to ld  us . "  He  swa l lowed one ,  o r  t r i ed  to  swa l low i t ,  and ' i t  go t

s tuck ' in  h js  th roa t .  He  wh is t led  fo r  a  week .  F jna l ' l y ,  he  d iscovered  tha t

/what  he  had t r ied  to  swa l lowT was bone bu t tons  to  rep lace  h is  overa l l  bu t tons ,

f in icfr  had gotten lost .  And that was iust  jn I  ine wi th /F" jm7. Yet he was

a tenderhear ted  th ing .  He sounded f ie rce  a t  t imes,  bu t  he  was ius t  as  tender -

hear ted  as  he  cou ld  be .  He rode four teen mi les  to  take  a  babycrowin to  Las

Cruces to give i t  to a Mrs.  Roberts who was a pet of  everybody there,  a widow

that  had a  mi l l inery  shop.  She jus t  took  care  o f  everybody tha t  came by .  He

found th is  nes t  tha t  was  deser ted- -we l l ,  the  mother  was dead.  Somebody had

shot  her ,  bu t  th is  one l i t t le  c row was le f t .  He brought  tha t  c row in to  Mrs .

Rober ts .

He broke h is  a rm,  Mr .  Cox .  And the  s to r ies  he  to ld  about  how he broke

tha t  a rm you cou ldn ' t  conce jve  o f .  And when Gene Rhodes broke h is  leg  and

was miss ing  fo r  a  day ,  h is  horse  went  back  to  the  ranch.  And they  a l l  se t

out to look for  Mr.  Rhodes. And they came to the San Agust in Ranch to Mr.

Cox  to  ge t  h im to  he lp  hun t  fo r  h jm.  Mr .  Cox  sa id ,  "We l l ,  take  your  boys . "
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Wayen Brasse l  was  one  o f  them- -Wayne Brasse l ,  who  k i l l ed  Gar re t t .  He  sa id ,

"You ' l l  f i nd  h jm under  a  mesqu i te  bush  read ing  a  nove1 . "  And  tha t ' s  exac t l y

what  they  d id - - they  found h jm f ina l l y  under  a  mesqu j te  bush- -Gene Rhodes.

The cowboys and everybody was very much concerned because they couldn' t

f i nd  h jm,  and  o f  course ,  tha t ' s  a  g rea t  open  s t re tch  in  the re .  Tha t ' s  where

they  found h im two days  a f te r  h is  horse  went  jn .  He was read ing ;  he 'd  read

and re - read.  He rode a lways  w i th  a  book  in  f ron t  o f  h jm.

I ' l r .  eox  was very  much in te ies ted  jn  the  Lee-Gi l l  i l and  t r ia l  .  O iO I

t e11  you  when  you  were  he re  be fo re  o f  F i r .  G i l l i l and  te l f i nq  us  wha t  t l r ev

djd the two years that  they wene out lawi?

I  don ' t  t h i  nk  so  .

Wel l ,  my s is te r  and I  were  a t  the  ranch w i th  my fa ther ;  he  was s ick .  I t  was

jus t  th ree  o r  fou r  years  be fo re  he  d ied .  J im G i l l i l and  and  h is  younger  b ro ther ,

D ' i ck ,  rode  ac ross  f rom Gi l ' l i l and 's  ranch  on  horseback  to  see  Dad.

G i l l i l and 's  ranch  was  abou t  where?

I t  was  jn  the  San Andr6s  Mounta ins .  They  had come jus t  to  ca l l  on  Daddy and

were  go ' ing  to  r ide  horseback  a l l  tha t  way  back ;  bu t  we ins is ted  tha t  they

spend the  n igh t .  And I  thought  i t  was  very  f ine  o f  them to  r ide  a l1  tha t  way

across  to  see Daddy.  Mr  G i l l i l and  remarked,  " f i i l  wasn ' t  very  fa r  fo r  us  to

r ide  to  see a  fe l low tha t  kep t  a  noose f rom around our  necks . "  He was no t  a

very  ta lka t ive  man ord inar i l y .  T remendous man- -he  was a t  leas t  s ix  fee t  s ix .

A f te r  d inner  tha t rn igh t ,  Daddy wdS,  in  bed,  we ga thered in  h is  room and

Gj l l j l and  wou ld  be  reminded  o f  some l i t t l e  someth ing ,  and  f ina l l y  Daddy  go t

h jm wound up  and bade h im a long so  tha t  he  wou ld  te l l  the  th ings  tha t  my s is te r

and I  wou ld  l j ke  to  hear .  There  had been a  bank  robbery  in  Tu la rosa.  Th is

was  in  the '30s ,  I  guess ,  the  la t te r  pa r t  o f ' 29 .  And  they  knew pre t t y

M .

C:



Cha se

wel l  who did the bank robbery.  I t  was a cowboy that was known as k ind of  a

rough fel low, and they say he was recognized but people were afraid to go

af te r  h jm r jgh t  away.  F ' ina i1y ,  they  worked up  a  posse and fo l lowed h im

and prac t ' i ca l1y  caught  up  w i th  h im.  r , ^ lhen they  go t  to  the  ga te  o f  the  Gj l l  i -

l and  ranch ,  the  road  f rom th js  s ide  o f  the  mounta in  over  to  Socor ro . . .we l l ,

G i l l  j l and 's  ranch was r igh t  on  tha t  road.  And h isdescr , i ' p t iono f  events  was,

"They a1' l  knew who that fe l low was and they chased him close enough to catch

h im.  And when he  go t  ou t  and opened the  ga ten"  he  sa id ,  " tha t  ga td  i s  made o f

two by  e igh ts . "  My s is te r  and I  d idn ' t  know what  in  the  wor ld  he  meant  by

two by  e igh ts .  Daddy sa id ,  "Why,  two by  e igh t  p lanks ,  two by  e igh t . "  He

sa jd  the  man got  o f f  h is  horse ,  un la tched the  ga te ,  went  th rough and cha in -

ed  i t  up  aga jn  w i th  the  posse shoot ing  a t  h im.  He sa ' id ,  "You know,  the  two

by e igh ts  had a  few shots  on  the  o ther  s ide  o f  them wh j le  the  fe l low was

lock ing  the  ga te ,up  th is  way.  Do you know what  wou ld  happen i f  O ld  Tom

Tucker  had been there?"  Tucker  was one o f  the  f r iends  o f  Lee and Gi l l i l and .

He had  a  bu l le t  ho le ,  j us t  a  n ice  round  ho le  th rough  the  f lap  o f  h i s  ear

where  somebody had taken a  shot  a t  h jm.  He sa id ,  "0 ld  Tom wou ld  have pu t

tha t  gun up ,  he 'd  have swayed back  and fo r th  about  two t imes and then i t

wou ld  go  o f f  and  th is  man wou ld  go  down. "  He  sa id ,  "Th js  fe l l ow wasn ' t

touched and he  d idn ' t  humy. "  He had ev ident ly  seen h ' im,  and he  may poss ib ' l y

have been in on the thing. "When they tr ied to get through the fence they

cou ldn ' t  do  i t ;  lThe possgT cou ldn ' t  un la tch  the  ga te .  They  los t  the  man

aga in  and  never  d id  f i nd  h im. "

Then he  to ld  o f  the i r  wander jng  around f rom p lace  to  p lace  and what  they

d id  to  occupy  the i r  t ime.  He sa id ,  "We took  care  o f  our  beards  and we bought

us  a  bo t t le  o f  V igaro . "  He  tu rned  to  my  s is te r  and  I  and  he  sa id ,  "D id  you
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g i r l s  ever  use  V igaro  on  your  ha j r?  I t  sure  is  g rea t  s tu f f .  I t  g rows ha i r

any  way. "  He sa id ,  "0 f  course ,  I  was  ta l l  and  hardy  so  I  le t  my beard  grow

down. "  And  he  sa id ,  " I  c l i pped  i t  up ,  V -shape  in  the  m idd le - -we  on ly  had

our  kn ' i ves  to  work  w i th  when we shaved ourse lves , "  and o f  course  tha t

wasn ' t  so .  He sa id  Hogar ,  he  was k ind  o f  puny  and pa le  faced so  he  par ted

h is  beard  in  the  m idd le .  G i l l j l and 's  /b -ear {  was  red  and  Lee 's  was  b lack

and /h i l  b rushed i t  ou t  on  the  s ides- -he  looked l i ke  one o f  these gent lemen

tha t  you  see  in  p ic tu res .

He to ld  then o f  them g iv ing  up .  Daddy had ar ranged w i th  Governor  Otero

tha t  they  wou ld  g ive  themse lves  up  to  a  judge,  to  a  lawyer  o r  a  lawman.  I f

they  cou ld  do  tha t . . .  They  /wou ldJ  no t  g ive  up  to  the  posse tha t  was  chas ing

them a l l  the  t ime  and  tha t  they 'd  had  a  d jsas t rous  meet ing  w i th  a t  In l j l l i e

Wel l s  and . . . .

l , r le11, they were going to give themselves up to somebody.

0h ,  yes ,  he  descr ibed tha t .  They  went  in to  Eng1e,  New Mex ' i co- - i t ' s  jus t  a

s ta t jon ,  you  migh t  say- -and they  were  jo jned there  by  Gene Rhodes.  And

Rhodes  sa jd ,  "We l I ,  boys ,  I 'm  go ing  w i th  you . "  They  were  on  the i r  way

then to  g ive  themse ' lves  up .  I t  was  ar ranged tha t  Judge Parker  wou ld  meet

them a t  the  s ta t ion  on  th is  cer ta in  day .  And he  sa id ,  "The funn jes t  par t

o f  the  who le  th ing  was  Hogar  d jdn ' t  wan t  to  go  in  w ' i th  the  ha t  he  had  on .

i t  was  pre t ty  d i lap ida ted  and he  bor rowed a  derby  ha t  f rom the  s ta t jon  man. "

They  go t  on  the  t ra in - -Hogar  was ahead.  He looked in  the  mj r ro r ,  o r  the  g lass

to  the  smok ing  room (you know those o ld  smok ing  rooms used to  have an  ova l

g lass  on  the  s ' i de )  and  he  tu rned  a round  and  sa id ,  "Ah ,  ah ,  no  room in  the re

for  us . "  He le t  them know tha t  Gar re t t  and Capta in  Hughes were  bo th  in  there .

And he  sa id ,  "We sa t  ourse lves  down in  d i f fe ren t  sea ts  about  the  th inq  and
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l ooked  as  j nnocen t  as  poss ib le . "  He  sa id  the re  was  a  newsboy  on  /boa rd /  and r

" l , r le  a l1  got  newspapers and held them up before our  face when we satnr  or  heard

anybody  coming  down  the  a i s le . "  He  sa jd ,  "Tw ice  I  peeked  ou t  o f  t he  co rne r

of  my paper  as Garret t  s topped at  the newsstand and surveyed the rest  o f

t he  ca r  f r om the re .  I  was  j us t  expec t i ng  eve ry  m inu te  he ' d  s t ' i c k  a  gun ' i n

my  s tomach .  .  .  "  We l  I  ,  he  d idn ' t  say  s tomach .

When they got  to  Las Cruces theygot  of f .  The Judge was not  there to

mee t  t hem.  They  s ta r ted  up town .  0n  the  t ra jn  a t  one  l j t t l e  s top  ano the r

cowboy got  on,  apparent ly  not  recogni  zed /EyJ anybody,  but  he was a f r jend

o f  Lee ' s  and  G i l l ' i l and ' s ,  and  vvas  as  G j l l i l and  sa id ,  " t he  f as tes t  sho t  i n

t he  coun t r y , "  and  a  dange rous  f e l l ow  i f  he  go t  j n t o  a  f i gh t .  He  t ook  h j s

seat  somewhere so he had a good eye on the smokjng room. When the t ra ' in

go t  t o  Las  C ruces ,  Mr .  Ga r re t t  and  Cap ta in  Hughes  d i dn ' t  ge t  o f f .  He  sa ' i d ,

" l , . le  got  o f f  and looked around and there wasn' t  anybody to  meet  us,  so we

s ta r ted  up town . "  Gar re t t  and  Hughes  wen t  on to  l t 4es j l l a  Pa rk  where  they  go t

o f f  and  came  back .  And  Lee  and  h i s  pa r t y  me t  Judge  Pa rke r  ha l fway  downh i l l . . .

0 f  cou rse ,  eve rybody  wa lked  i n  those  days .  They  me t  h im  ha l fway  up  and

su r rendered  to  h im ,  t o ld  h im  they  were  the re  to  g i ve  themse lves  up .  He  to ld

them where to go-- to go to th is Hote l .  He  appo jn ted  Rhodes  and  t h i s

other  man as  guards  to  take  care  o f  Lee and Gi l l i l and .  And he  asked Rhodes

/how he was f i xed  fo r  a  gu t ,  and Rhodes l i sped a  l i t t le  a t  t jmes and he

sa id ,  "0h ,  yes ,  s i r ,  yes  s i r ,  I 'm  a l1  r igh t , "  and  he  pu l led  ou t  h is  45  and

showed i t  to  the  judge,who tu rned h js  eyes  away.  (Laughs)  They  took  the

pr i soners  up  and  kep t  them un t i l  t he  t r i a l  and  so  on .

0 f  course ,  tha t ' s  been wr i t ten  up  so  many t imes no  use in  repeat ing  i t

a l l ,  bu t  a f te r  tha t  t r ja l  they  were  a l lowed to  choose the  ja i l  tha t  they  had
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to  go  to  nex t ,  because there  were  o ther  ones  ou t  fo r  ca t t le  s tea l ing  and

th ings  I i ke  tha t .  And  Mr .  Lee  sa id ,  "Socor ro ,  the  ja i l  j n  Socor ro . "  G i l -

l i l and  asked h im,  "h lhy  d id  you p ick  Socor ro?  Don ' t  you  know tha t  Shen i f f

Cook is the toughest man in the country? He never lets anybody get away

and  he  ru les  w i th  an  j ron  hand . "  Lee  sa id ,  "Tha t ' s  jus t  why  I  chose  h im- -

cause  he  wou ldn ' t  l e t  us  ge t  away ,  bu t  he  wou ldn ' t  l e t  anybody  e lse  ge t  to

us  e ' i the r .  l l l e 'd  be  sa fe  in  h is  ja i l . "  The  sher i f f  i n  H i l l sboro  wan ted  to

take  them to  Socor ro .  Th is  Sher i f f  Cook  had been to ld  tha t  they  had se lec ted

tha t  ja i l ,  and  he  was  go ing  a f te r  them,  bu t  the  H i l l sboro  sher i f f  wan ted  the

honor of  taking them over there himsel f .  So they started out and they had

to  s top  jn  E l  Paso fo r  the  t ra ins .  They  sa t  jn  the  s ta t jon  to  wa i t  fo r  the

train to take them on to Cook County.  l r lhen they got there,  th ' is  Hi l lsboro

sher i f f  ( I  don ' t  know h is  name,  bu t ' i t  can  eas i l y  be  found  jn  some o f  the

ar t i c les ) ,  he  remarked to  Lee tha t  there  was a  man in  Judrez  tha t  he  wanted

to  ge t ,  some cr im ina l .  And he  asked Lee,  " l l j j l l  you  come and go  w ' i th  me to

get  th is  man?"  Lee sa ' id ,  "Not  on  your  I i fe .  I f  anybody caught  us  c ross ing

tha t  r i ver ,  they 'd  shoot  us  be fore  we go t  to  the  o ther  s ide . "  So he  le f t

them s i t t i ng  jn  the  s ta t jon  house  and  went  to  Judrez ,  and  he  d idn ' t  come

back  r jgh t  away.  The t ra in  tha t  wou ld  take  them to  Socor ro  came and 1e f t ,

and they were there not knowing exact ly what to do. They knew that they

were  ou t  o f  the  ju r jsd ic t ' ion  o f  New Mex ico ;  they  were ' in  Texas  and they

cou ld  go  on  where  they  p leased,  bu t  they  sa t  and wa i ted  fo r  th is  sher j f f  to

come back .  F ina11y ,  they  go t  in  touch w i th  Daddy who was in  Las  Cruces .

Te lephones were  hard  to  f ind .  He to ld  them tha t  he  wou ld  ge t  the  Cook County

sher i f f ,  who was Cook, and have hjm come for them. So these two desperate

murderers  sa t  f ree  in  the  s ta t ion  fo r  e igh t  hours .
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Th is  was  a  s ta t i on  where?

In  E l  Paso ,  f o r  e igh t  hou rs  wa j t i ng  fo r  t he  she r i f f  t o  come and  ge t  t hem.

(Laughs )  Tha t ' s  j us t  a  r egu la r  j oke  t ha t  no t  many  peop le  knew ,  bu t  t he

gen t l eman  t o l d  i t  a l l  t o  us .  A t  two  o ' c l ock  t ha t  n i gh t  we  b roke  up .  They

had  t a l ked  t hemse l ves  ou t ;  M r .  G i l l i l and  had .  [ , Je  a l l  wen t  ou r  d i f f e ren t

ways .  Daddy  sa id  to  my  s i s te r  and  I  be fo re  we  le f t  h im ,  he  sa id ,  "You  g i r l s

have  had  an  oppor tun i t y  t ha t  any  man  in  the  coun t r y  wou ld  have  g i ven  the j r

eyes  f o r - - hea r i ng  f i r s t  hand  f r om J ' im  G ' i l l i l and  a l l  t he j r  s t o r y . "  Andn  o f

cou rse ,  he  t o l d  eve ry th i ng .  He  t o l d  a l l  abou t  t h i s  f j gh t  a t  l , . l i l l i e  We l l s

w i t h  Ga r re t t  and  h i s  posse - -how  th i s  Cop ley  (? )  wen t  up  ove r  t he  wa l l s  o f

the  house ,  wen t  up  above  the  roo f ,  and  they  were ' l y i ng  on  the  roo f  as leep

when  /The /  a t tacked  them.  Mr .  Lee  f i na l l y  f ound  tha t  G i l l i l and  was  s tand ing

on  t op  o f  t h i s  t h i ng  and  he  was  so  t a l l  anyhouand  Lee  t o l d  h jm ,  he  sa id ,

"Fo r  God ' s  sake ,  J im ,  ge t  down  he re ,  you ' r e  a  pe r f ec t  ma rk . "  He  sa ' i d ,  "We1 ] ,

i f  somebody were behind that  mud tank,  I  want  to  get  t l l : i l . "  And i t  was one

o f  t hose  bad  cha rac te r s  o f  t ha t  ou t f i t ,  Jos6  Espa l i n .  And  G j l l i l and  d i d

spa t te r  t he  mud  p re t t y  bad ly  and  Espa l i n  f j na l l y  came ou t  w i th  handS uP ,

shou t i ng ,  " 0h ,  don ' t  shoo t  me ;  me  you r  f r i end , ' r  and  eve ry th i ng  I j ke  t ha t .

Th i s  was  a t  W i l l i e  We l l s?

Uh  huh .  When  they  s ta r ted  o f f ,  t hey  had  one  o f  t he i r  men ,  Kearny ,  I  t h ink

tha t  was  h i s  name,  had  been  sho t .  And  Gar re t t  and  h i s  ou t f i t  s ta r ted  o f f

and  Lee  ca l l ed  t hem back .  He  sa id ,  "Come  and  ge t  you r  man . "  0 f  cou rse ,

they surrendered to  Lee,  you know, and he to ld  them, "Come back and get  your

man . "  They  sa id  t hey  cou ldn ' t  t ake  h im  on  ho rseback ,  he  was  t oo  bad l y  i n -

j u red .  So  Lee  l e t  t hem ha rness  up  a  buckboard  and  take  the  man  in to  Cruces .

0 f  cou rse ,  he  d ' i ed ,  I  t h jnk  be fo re  they  go t  h im  to  Cruces .  Bu t  t ha t  expe r ience

Ir'l :
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was someth ing  tha t  i ' d  l i ke  to  wr i te  about  myse l f .  I  can  wr i te  a  good dea l

be t te r  than I  can  ta l  k .

t , r le l  I  ,  you can wrj  te pret ty good, then.

t l le l l ,  my son- in - law came down to  see me one n igh t  on  Chr is tmas Eve,  he  and

a young man,  a  f r iend  o f  a l l  the  fami ly .  And they  had ev ident ly  been mak ing

the  rounds.  (Laughs)  When they  go t  there ,  they  came in  to  see me.  My son-

in - law,  Tom,  a lways  was very  ser ious  when he  go t  a  l i t t le  too  much to  d r ink .

He  to ld  th i s  f r i end ,  he  sa jd ,  "Go on  ou t  o f  he re ,  I  wan t  to  ta l k  to  Grand-

mother . "  The fe l low went  ou t  and v is i ted  around w i th  some o f  the  o ther

young  peop le  jn  the  hosp i ta l ,  wh i le  Tom was  wa lk ing  up  and  down the  f loo r

w j th  h is  hands  in  h is  pocke ts ,  p ro found ly  th ink ' i ng .  He  sa id r  "You  know,  as

soon  as  you ' re  ab le ,  we ' re  go ing  to  take  you  ou t  o f  th i s  hosp i ta l  and  back

up to  your  t ra i le r " - - I  had my t ra ' i le r  in  the  yard- - "and se t  you  down a t  a

typewr i te r  and make you wr i te .  I f  your  typewr i te r  i s  no t  good enough,

we ' l l  ge t  you  another  one.  I  read a  le t te r  tha t  you  had wr i t ten . . . "  And

I  s ta r ted  to  te l l  h im tha t  tha t  wasn ' t  ve ry  po l i te .  LT ' t  l e f t  on  the  desk

a le t te r  tha t  I  had wr i t ten  to  the  au thor  tha t  wro te  the  s to ry  about  Capta in

.  I  had le f t  th js  / le t te r  ou t / .  He had wr i t ten  me someth ing

abou t  f i k ing  to  wr i te  on  the  ho ly  s jde  o f  Daddy 's  I i f e  and  a  p ioneer  mother .

I  had wr i t ten ' in  answer  to  tha t  le t te r  and he  sa id  he  wou ld  no t  be  f ree  to

do j t  fo r  some t ime bu t  wanted  to  know what  the  prospec ts  were .  I  don ' t

know what I  wrote him, but anyhow Tom had read that let ter .  And he said,

"Woman,  tha t  was  a  magn i f i cen t  p iece  o f  l  i te ra tu re .  There  isn ' t  any th ing

in  those f jne  books  you 've  go t  over  a t  the  house tha t ' s  be t te r  than tha t

was . "  He  sa jd ,  "You  a re  a  wr j te r l  You  wr i te  magn i f i cen t l y ,  bu t  when  you

ta lk ,  you  ta lk  too  damn much1"  (Laughter )  I  a iways  th ' ink  o f  tha t  when I
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ge t  s t a r t ed  t o  t a l k i ng .  Bu t  I ' ve  been  se l f - consc ious  he re ,  know ing  t ha t

th ing  was  go i rng .

The tape recorder?

Un  huh .

Mrs .  Chase ,  do  you  reca l l  Cap ta in  B i l l  G ree t  o f  E l  Paso?

0h ,  G ree t .  Yes .

Wha t  d i d  you  t h j nk  o f  h im ,  f r om wha t  you  can  reca l l ?

I , , l e l l ,  I  t h ink  tha t  he  was  cons ide red  a  p re t t y  good  man .  I  was  pa r t i cu la r l y

i n te res ted  i n  h ' im ,  my  fam i ' l y  was ,  because  my  mo the r  and  i  had  been ' i n  New

York  f o r  qu ' i t e  a  wh i l e - - s i x  weeks - - v j s j t i ng  Co lone l  G ree t  and  h i s  f am i l y

back  the re .  They  had  one  who le  f l oo r  o f  t he  Wa ldo r f  As to r i a  Ho te l ,  and  we

were  v i s i t i ng  them.  0n  ou r  way  home,  Daddy  cou ldn ' t  go  w ' i t h  us ,  Mama and

I  wen t  ahead  because  we  wan ted  to  ge t  ready  fo r  Chr j s tmas .  I  had  seen  an

amethys t  c ross  a t  T i f f any ' s .  Mr .  Gree t ' i n t roduced  us  the re  and  took  us  a l l

t h rough  the  va luab le  th ings  tha t  t hey  had .  T i f f any  made  a  spec ia l t y  o f

amethysts ,  they had the largest  p i ,ec€ of  amethyst ,  supposedly  known,  as one

o f  t he ' i r  p r i zed  possess ions  and  a lways  showed  j t  t o  peop le  as  someth ing

g rea t .  I n  one  o f  t he  coun te rs  the re  was  a  s ing le  p iece  o f  j ewe l r y ,  an  ame-

thys t  c ross ;  i t  was  on  wh i t e  ve l ve t ,  t he re  was  no th i ng  e l se  a round , j t .  And

j t  was  to  me  the  mos t  beau t i f u l  t h ' i ng  I  eve r  saw.  I  was  abou t  seven teen  a t

the t ime.  When we star ted home,  my mother  sa ' id  to  me,  "h le 've got ten about

eve ry th i ng  we  wan ted  i n  New Yo rk ,  d i dn ' t  we? "  I  sa i d ,  "Yes ,  excep t  t ha t

c ross .  And  i f  I  eve r  ge t  money  enough ,  I 'm  go ' i ng  to  send  back  and  buy  i t . "

And  I  d idn ' t  know tha t  my  mo the r  had  i t  t hen ,  as  a  Chr i s tmas  p resen t  f o r  me .

The  n igh t  t ha t  we  l e f t  New York ,  we  cou ldn ' t  ge t  a  d raw jng room and  we

had  two  be r ths  ou ts ide .  My  mo the r  wen t  t o  s leep  and  I  was  s i t t i ng  i n  m ine ;
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I  hadn ' t  had the  bed made down.  And th is  man kept  wa lk ' ing  up  and down the

a is le  and  he  smi led  a t  me.  He  made me so  nervous  tha t  I  dec ided  I ' d  be t te r

go to bed, and I  know I  put  my shoes up in the bed so I  would have a weapon

i f  I  needed j t .  The man got  more  myster ious  as  we went  a long,  and in  the

same Pul lman that we were in was a very sweet old lady that my mother im-

med ia te lybecame acqua in ted  w i th .  She was t rave l ing  w i th  her  compan ion  to

Ca l i fo rn ia .  Th is  o ld  man kep t  wa ' l k ing  back  and  fo r th  and  hes i ta t ing  abou t

there  where  they  were .  The nex t  monn ing  a f te r  I  had f i rs t  no t iced  h im he

asked i f  he  had d is tu rbed anybody,  dny  o f  the  peop le  dur ing  the  n ' igh t .  He

asked th is  o f  my nro ther  and th ree  o ther  lad ' ies  tha t  were  s i t t jng  in  the

ber th  w j th  her .  And  she  was  very  n ice  to  h im,  she  sa id ,  "No ,  you  haven ' t .

You haven ' t  bo thered anybody a t  a1 l . "  l , . ' l e l l ,  he  kept  wa lk jng  up  and down the

a is le  w ' i th  h js  hands  in  h js  pocke ts .

We were  to  reach E l  Paso a t  four  o 'c lock  in  the  morn ing ,  and the  n igh t

be fore ,  Mama went  back  to  say  goodbye to  th is  o ld ' lady .  As  she approached,

this man was coming the other way and he began to run backwards and jumped

up in  the  vacan t  sea t  in  f ron t  o f  th i s  o ld  1ady ,  c rouched  down,  pu t  h is

hands  up ,  sa id ,  "Don ' t  come any  neare r .  Don ' t  come any  neare r . "  And ,  o f

course ,  scared my mother  and everybody e lse  on  the  t ra in .  But  on  board  was

I t l r .  Har ry  A lexander ,  one o f  the  o f f i c ' ia ls  o f  the  Southern  Pac i f i c ,  and Mr .

Wing le ,  who had a  bank  there ' in  E l  Paso a t  the  t ime.  And we had been f r iends

a  long  t ime and  o f  course  we v is i ted  each  o ther .  Bu t  when  th is  o ld  man ac ted

l i ke  he  d id  the  conductor  and the  ber thman and so  on  took  h im in  the

car  where  the  por te r  was  supposed to  watch  h im and no t  le t  h im get  back  in

th is  Pu l lman.  And  when we a r r i ved  in  E l  Paso ,  the  fou r  o f  us  had  a  ca r r iage

together - -Mr .  Wing le  and Mr .  A lexander  saw Mama and I  home f i rs t .  And about



Chase

/Pause/

17

e igh t  o 'c lock  the  nex t  morn jng  Mr .  l ^ l ing le  ca l led  on  the  te lephone and I  answered

and  he  sa id ,  "E l l i e ,  te11  your  mother  to  ho ld  on  to  her  ha i r .  Her  f r i end ,

th is  o ld  man,  fo l l owed her  o f f  the  t ra in  a t  Las  Cruces . "  And  i t  was ,  o f

course ,  no t  the  un ion  s ta t ion ,  jus t  the  lone s ta t jon .  There  was a  row o f

bu ' i ld ings  across  and one o f  them was a  res taurant  where  the  t ra in  men usua l ly

are when the passed through, and they had booths wi th curtajns.  And the

s tory  then was tha t  th is  fe l low had fo l lowed us  o f f  the  t ra jn  and gone across

to  th is  res taurant  and go t ' in  one o f  the  booths ,  and the  res taurant  peop le

d idn ' t  know what  to  do  w i th  h jm- -he  wou ldn ' t  come ou t .  And  they  ca l led  the

off icers and Capta' in Greet went down to take this man. He fought wi th a

kn i fe  in  h is  hand .

M:

M .

c .

This  was here  in  E l  Paso?

Yeah.  And Capta in  Greet  was  b leed ing .

damage to him, and he lunged at  Greet

s tomach.  Greet  was  la id  up  fo r  e igh t

And the  man 's  s to ry  was tha t  th is  ta l l

They  a t tempted to  ge t  h jm out  w i thout

and s t ruck  h im w i th  h is  kn i fe  in  the

months  in  the  hosp i ta l  w i th  tha t  wound.

woman dressed jn  b lack  was a  spy .

Ivl:

M:

M:

That was your mother?

Uh huh,  tha t  was  a f te r  h im because he 'd  g iven away some Mason ' i c  secre ts .

Now that was his story.

D id  you ever  ta l  k  to  Capta in  Greet  a f te r  tha t?

t le11,  no .  I  d idn ' t  a f te r  tha t .  ln le  had known h im before  and known h ' i s  w i fe

qu i te  we l l .  They  were  very  n ice  peop le .

I  was  ta lk jng  to  Mrs .  Greet  jus t  the  o ther  day .

0h ,  i s  tha t  so?

Very  spry  1ady ,  very  n ice .
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M:

C:

How long has  he  been gone?

I  th jnk  
. |934  

o r  ' 37 ,  somewhere  a long  in  the re .

l , Je l l ,  th is  fe l low,  the  s t range par t  o f  i t  was  tha t  they 'd  found h is  address .

They  had to  shoot  h im to  take  h im,  they  shot  h im th rough the  shou lder .  And

Greet ,  we l  I ,  h ' i s  s tomach was jus t  p rac t ' i ca11y  cu t  to  p ieces .  And they  search-

ed the  man to  f ind  ou t  any th ing  they  cou ld  about  h jm,  and he  was a  ve ter inar ian

f rom Canada.  They  w ' i red  to  th is  town jn  Canada,  and the  bro ther  o f  th js  fe l -

low w i red  to  E l  Paso tha t  i t  was  h is  b ro ther .  And he  w i red  my fa ther  and

h is  par tners ,  w i red  the  f i rm o f  Fa l l ,  Hawk ins  and  Frank l in ,  to  take  care  o f

the  man and to  see tha t  every th ing  was done fo r  h im tha t  cou ld  be  un t j l  one

of them got there to take h ' im. They were leaving for El  Paso r jght  away.

The poor  fe l low 's  s to ry  was tha t  th is  woman dressed in  b lack  had been fo l low-

' ing  h im and spy ing  on  h jm because he 'd  g iven away these Mason ic  secre ts .

Had he  g iven away any  Mason jc  secre ts?

No.

Was he  p lann ing  on  th rea ten ing  your  mother  o r  d id  he  p lan  on  some harm to  her?

No.  He never  admj t ted  tha t  he  was in  danger .  He thought  he  wou ld  be  ia i led .

Bu t  he  wasn ' t  v ' i c jous  abou t  i t  a t  a l l .  H js  b ro ther ,  when  he  came,  sa id  tha t

he  had  been  in  fa i f i ng  hea l th ,  and  they  though t  tha t ' i f  he 'd  go  to  Ca l i fo rn ia

tha t  he  wou ld  be  bene f i t ted .  He  was  ge t t ing  a ' l i t t l e  hazy  in  h is  th ink ing ,

bu t  thqy  thought  he  was per fec t l y  a l l  r igh t  to  make the  t r ip  a1one.

The par t  tha t  hur t  Greet  so  was tha t  th is  was a  rus ty  kn i fe ,  some ins t ru -

ment  tha t  the  fe l low used jn  h is  ve ter inar ian  work .  And,  o f  course ,  he  had

a pre t ty  tough t jme- - fo r  months  they  d ' idn ' t  th ink  they  cou ld  save h im,  bu t

he  came ou t  o f i ta f te r  th i s  e igh t  months  in  the  hosp i ta l  and  seemed to  be

a l l  r i gh t .  Bu t  he  mus t  have  d ied  p re t t y  soon  a f te r  tha t .  No ,  i  guess  i t

M:

C:

M:

C :



Cha se l 9

M:

C:

M:

r .

was qu i te  a  wh i le ,  because  i t  was  a round  l9 l6  o r  someth ing  l ' i ke  tha t  tha t

i t  happened.

You were  go ing  to  ta lk  about  your  mother ,  and we never  d id  ge t  to  your  mother .

Wel l ,  she  recovered f rom her  ga l lop ing  consumpt ion ,  as  they  ca ' l led  i t ,  very

prompt ly  in  the  a i r  o f  Las  Cruces .  They  had a  f ine  bunch o f  women tha t  o r -

gan ized  themse lves  in to  a  c lub .

Th is  was about  when,  Mrs .  Chase?

0h,  gosh,  about  
. |890.  

They  ca l led  themse lves  the  ln joman 's  improvement  C lub ,

and the  c lub  is  s t i l l  ' i n  ex ' i s tence jn  Las  Cruces .  My mother ,  I  know,  went

to  the  50 th  Ann iversary  ce lebra t ion  o f  the  c lub .  They  even bus ied  themse lves

do ing  th ings  on  the  s ide  bu t  my mother  was a lways  deep ly  in te res ted ' in  any

case tha t  my fa ther  had.  The ne ighbors  used to  say  she t r ied  more  cases

hang ing  over  the  f ron t  ga te  than Daddy d jd  in  the  cour t room.  We1 '1 ,  he  was

assoc ia te  ,supreme cour t  judge.

0n one occas' ion I  know, a woman came to her for  help.  Her son had been

caught  s tea l ing  a  coh, ,o r  some smal l  an jma l  the f t .  L ike  two or  th ree  cows,

tha t  wou ld  be  a  smal l  the f t  then.  Daddy,  o f  course ,  he  cou ldn ' t  hear  o r

d idn ' t  know any th ing  about  j t ,  bu t  Mama got  her  who le  s to ry .  And when

Daddy came to lunch why she to ld  h im someth ing  about  i t .  He d id  know some-

th ing  o f  the  ar res t  o f  th is  boy ,  and he  to ld  Mama,  "The bes t  th ing  they  can

do is  fo r  tha t  boy  to  admi t  i t  and  th row h imse l f  on  the  mercy  o f  the  cour t

because  he 's  gu i l t y .  And  i f  he  doesn ' t  come th rough  and  make  a  con fess ion '

i t ' l l  go  p re t t y  hard  w j th  h im.  Bu t ' i f  he  g ives  any  k jnd  o f  reasonab le  s ta te -

ment,  the court  won' t  be too hard on him." So Mama repeated th ' is  to the

mother of  the boy and advised her what to do and what lawyer to go to to

he lp  her  ou t .  A  year  la te r  tha t  woman came back ,  and th is  we l l -d ressed '
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M:

C:

M:

C :

happy- looking woman came to see my mother and had to introduce hersel f  as

the woman who had poured out her story on Mama. And the boy had carr ied

out  fherJ  suggest ion  and he  had served a  shor t  t ime in  ia i l  and  was ou t  and

do" ing  very  we l l - -p robab ly  robb ing  somebody e1se.  (Chuck les)  But  she was

cons tan t1y . . .  D id  I  te11  you  the  o ther  day  abou t  her  t r y ing  to  g ive  the

guns to Tom Tucker?

As he  was ge t t ing  on  a  t ra in?

Yes .

Yes .

l , le ]1 ,  tha t  was  one o f  her  s tun ts .  But  most  o f  her  work  was 1ega1 work .

There  was another  case tha t  came up o f  th is  l t {ex jcan man in  Cruces  be ing  sent

to  the  pen i ten t ia ry  fo r  l i f e  fo r  k i l l i ng  th i s  man who had  v io la ted  h js  home.

I  th ink  tha t  was  the  word  they  used.  He had ru jned one o f  the  man 's  doors

and  the  o ld  fe l l ow had  sho t  h im.  He  was  t r ied  and  sen t fo r l ' i f e .  Mama heard

Daddy and h ' i s  par tners  say ,  "That  fe l low shou ld  never  have been sent  to  the

pen.  He was f igh t ing  fo r  the  honor  o f  h js  home and he  had every  r igh t  to

k ' i l l  t ha t  fe l l ow. "  l , , l e l l ,  Mama took  tha t  up ,  tha t  was  her .  " .  She  d idn ' t  know

the man,  never  heard  o f  any  o f  h r ' s  fami ly .  But  they  were  in  Santa  Fe a t

th i s  t ime  a t tend jng  one  o f  the  sess jons  o f  the ' leg is la tu re ,  so  Mama went  to

the  governor ,  who was Governor  Otero  a t  the  t ime,  and to ld  h im about  i t .

Th is  was about  when?

We11o ' i t  was  be fore  I  can  remember .  I t  was  ' in  the  ear ' l y  n ine t ' ies .  She

to ld  the  Governor ,  she  sa id ,  "You  shou ld  pardon  tha t  man. "  She  nagged  a t

h im unt ' i l  f ina l l y  a f te r  she  re tu rned home she had a  te legram f rom /h ' i s7

secre tary ,  M iss  Arnson,  who had been ' in  the  o f f i ce  o f  the  governors  o f  New

Mex ico  fo r  th i r ty -s ix  years .  Th is  te legram 1 ia iq7 :  "Governor  Otero  wants

M:
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you to  know tha t  your  man js  f ree  as  the  w ind  b lows today . "  So Mama d jdn ' t

let  i t  go at  that .  She never saw the man af terwards, but she found h' is

fam' i1y  jn  E ' l  Paso,  and she h i red  one o f  the  youngsters ,  a  boy  about  four teen,

to  k ind  o f  look  a f te r  the  yard  and th ings  o f  tha t  k jnd  a t  home.  Somet imes

she worked in a very odd way to do her good work.  She knew that the fami ly

had prac t ica l ' l y  no th ing  to  go  on ,  so  she h i red  th is  boy  to  take  care  o f  the

yard  and do  l i t t le  e r rands  o f  tha t  k ind .  She was te l l ing  someone who had

come to  the  house fo r  someth ing ,  she  sa id ,  "0h ,  I  was  busy  in  the  k i tchen

but  I  go t  away so  Car los  cou ld  ge t  h js  co f fee . "  They  asked her  what  she

meant  by  tha t  and she sa id ,  "Wel l ,  every  a f te rnoon when he  leaves ,  he  takes

some coffee home to h ' is  fami ' ly ,  and I  know they need i t . "  And they said,

"Why  don ' t  you  jus t  g i ve  j t  to  h im?"  She  sa ' id ,  "Because  I  wou ldn ' t  know

how much  he  needed . "  So  she  go t  ou t  o f  the  k i t chen  so  Car los  cou ld  he lp

h imse l f  to  the  co f fee .

She was w i th  h jm a l l  the  t jme,  w j th  Daddy.  When she went  to  Wash ing ton

before  any  t ime a t  a l l  had  passed,  she 'd  begun to  make herse l f  known as  a

f igure ,  and she d jd  some o f  the  most  unusua ' l  th ings .  But  they  say  there

was never  a  more  popu lar  woman jn  Wash jng ton  than my mother  was.  I  have

here  now the  le t te rs  tha t  she  go t  f rom Ca lv in  Coo l idge say ing  how much she

and Daddy were  go ing  to  be  mjssed when they  le f t  Wash ing ton .  0 f  course ,  tha t

le t te r  was  spoken o f  in  some o f  th is  in fo rmat ion  tha t  I ' ve  go t  here  as  a  most

unusua l  th ing ,  tha t  Coo l jdge was such a  tac j tu rn  man.  But  Mama,  she never

met  a  s t ranger .  She was,  we11,  anybody wou ld  loosen up  and ta lk  to  her ,  and

Mr. Cool  idge grew very fond of  her.  They were of ten placed together at  d ' in-

ner  par t ies  and  th ings  l i ke  tha t .  They  say  tha t  she 's  the  on ly  woman tha t

ever  made h jm laugh.  These le t te rs  tha t  I  have here  are  f rom Mrs .  Coo l idge,
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M:

t ' .

M .

M:

Mrs .  Hoover ,  and  Mrs .  Hard ing ,  o f  course .

Mrs .  Chase,  I  was  under  the  impress ' ion  tha t  the  Fa l l  fami ly  papers  were  a t

the Uni vers j  ty of  New Mex' ico.

l , r le l l ,  par t  o f  them are  and a ' l l  th js  bunch over  there  ' i s  go ing  to  them,  a l l

tha t  s tu f f  p i l ed  up .  My  son  i s  go ing  to  take  i t  over  to  h is  o f f i ce  and  ge t

i t  ou t  o f  my way.  I  haven ' t  hur r jed  w i th  j t  because I  d idn ' t  want  i t  to  be

where  j t  cou ld  be  seen too  much too  long be fore  Dr .  S t ra t ten 's  b iography

comes ou t .

Tha t ' s  the  b iography  o f  A lber t  Bacon  Fa l l?

Uh huh.  Hunt ing ton  L ib rary  asked fo r  i t  a t  one t ime.

Asked fo r  the  in fo rmat jon  you have?

[ " tJ  My nephew sent  them qu i te  a  lo t .  I  was  ta l  k ing  to  Dr .  S t ra t ten  and

sa id  someth ing  about  they  were  send jng  th is  s tu f f  w i th  my permiss ' ion ,  I  to ld

h im he cou ld  go  ahead and send i t  ou t  to  Hunt ing ton  L ib rary .  They  can pay

for  th ings  l i ke  tha t - -S t ra t ten  cou ldn ' t ;  he  go t  them the  hard  way '  bu t  he

had four or f ive grants.  He just  wrote me a few days ago that he had another

gran t  to  car ry  on  h is  research  work .  I  don ' t  th jnk  there 's  a  person tha t

ever  knew my fa ther  tha t  S t ra t ten  hasn ' t  in te rv iewed.  I t ' s  taken h im ten

years  to  do  i t  bu t  he 's  done  i t ;  the  mos t  tho rough  job .  I t ' s  so  tho rough

tha t  he  has  every  impor tan t  o r  rea l ' l y  no t iceab le  a r t ' i c le  about  any  o f  the

fami l y .  They ' re  a l l  ' i n  the re - -c l i pp ings  abou t ,  we l l ,  one  o f  my  n ieces  w inn ing

a beauty  p r ize  and her  p ic tu re  was in  a l l  the  papers .  And o f  course  on  ac-

count  o f  her  be ing  a  senator ' s  g randdaughter ,  why ,  her  p ic tu re  went  everywhere .

You know Hoover  was d i rec t l y  indebted  to  Daddy fo r  h ' i s  pos i t ion  on  the

Cab ' ine t  wh jch  led  to  h is  be ing  p res jden t .  He 's  the  on ' l y  one  o f  the  Cab ine t

members  tha t  d idn ' t  come to  Wash ing ton  to  o f fe r  the j r  ass js tance to  Daddy
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when th ' i s  th jng  broke.  Daddy d jdn ' t  know i t ,  bu t  they  were  l ined  up  to  go  on

the  w i tness  s tand a f te r  the  r "egu la r  w i tnesses  had been ca l led .  Each one

was l ined up to go before the jury and te] l  what they thought of  Daddy and

what  they  knew about  h jm- - the  charac ter  w i tness .

Le t  me see tha t  book .  That ' s  par t  o f  the  gang f rom out  here  tha t  had

gone back .  And Daddy d idn ' t  know any  o f  th is  un t j l  I  to ld  h im /Eha!  a t  the

summat ion  o f  the  t r ia l  they  ca l led  the  f i rs t  charac ter  w j tness .  He was no t

supposed to  have been ca l led  un t i l  the  nex t  morn ing ,  bu t  the  cour t  had le t

up  ear ' l i e r  than usua l  and so  they  ca l led  Senator  Newber ry ,who became Post -

master  Genera l  fo r  a  wh i le .  Daddy was s ta r t led  and ra ther  shocked when

Newber ry  go t  on  the  s tand.  I  was  go ing  ou t  to  a  d inner  tha t  n igh t  w i th  Eve lyn

Mcla in ,  and I  went  in  and to ld  Dadd1 Fha i l  the  man who had p lanned th ' i s  was

Dav is ,  the  Secre tary  o f  Labor  in  the  Hard ing  cab ine t .  He had p lanned the

who le  th ing  fo r  ge t t ing  the  Cab jne t  o f f i cers  over  to  tes t j f y  to  Daddy.  And

even Char les  Evans Hughes was there  wa i t ing  to  go  on  the  s tand to  tes t i f y .  I

to ld  Daddy tha t  n igh t  be fore  I  went  ou t ,  I  sa id ,  "secre tary  Dav js  and h js

w i fe  a re  coming down to  spend the  even ing  w i th  you,  and I  th ink  you shou ld

know tha t  Mr .  Dav" is  i s  the  man who ' ins t iga ted  th js  charac ter  w ' i tness  bus iness . "

Daddy d idn ' t  rep ly  to  me a t  a l l .  The nex t  morn jng  when the  cour t  convened,

Daddy wou ldn ' t  a l low h is  f r iends ,  these Cab ine t  o f f i cers ,  to  be  swo ' rn  ' in  as

a  w ' i tness  as  to  h is  charac ter .  He d idn ' t  want  them to  have to  be  named in

any  way in  the  case,  and so  they  dropped ou t .

Hoover  was the  on ly  man tha t  wasn ' t  jn  tha t  bunch.  He to ld  l . ' l i l son  h is

own s to ry .  LTn h iV  au tob iogrpahy ,  he  sa id  tha t  he  had never  been a  fn iend

of  Fa l l ' s .  Th ' i s  I  found 
' las t  

n i lh t .  / Iooks  fo r  some papers / .  tde l l ,  I  had

here  a  le t te r  tha t  Hoover  had wr i t ten  my fa ther .  I t ' s  been pub l ished,  bu t
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qu i te  a  long  t ime ago .  I  had  tha t  th ing  las t  n igh t .

We11,  i t ' s  p robab ly  l y ing  a round  here  somewhere .  What  happened  then ,  Mrs .

Chase? I  saw a copy of  the let ter ;  you showed j t  to me once before.

We l l ,  he  became fu r ious  when he  saw tha t  le t te r  i n  p r in t .

Your  fa ther  d id?

Hoover  d id .  See ,  Daddy  gave  th is  long  in te rv iew wh jch  was  pub l i shed  by

the  Be l l  Synd jca te  and wr j t ten  by  a  man named Wyat t .  I  know W' i l l  Burgess

in  E l  Paso  to ld  me,  " I  was  awfu l l y  g lad  he  le t  tha t  l e t te r  go  ou t . "  Bu t

he  sa jd ,  " I  knew i t  f i ou l f r  make  Hoover  fu r jous  and  he 'd  do  any th ing . "  And

of  course  he  d id .  I  found r 'n  th is  bunch o f  s tu f f  a  te legram tha t  I  had

wri t ten to Mr.  M' i tchel l ,  who was the Attorney General  " in the cab' inet  of

Hoover ,  and who had re fused paro le  fo r  Daddy,  and Mi tche l l  gave the  s ta tement

tha t  paro le  cou ld  no t  be  gran ted  save in  unusua l  cases .  I t  made me so  darn

mad I  f i red  an  open te legram back  to  h im- - to  Mj tche l l - -and asked h im what  more

unusua l  case cou ld  he  quote ,  and then who was conv jc ted  o f  accept ing  a  b r ibe

tha t  no  man had g iven.  And one or  two o ther  th ings- - I  don ' t  know ius t  what

I  sa id in  the  th ing .  Bu t  I  go t  over  two  hundred  le t te rs  and  te legrams fo r

tha t  open  le l te r  and  Mi tche l l  never  acknowledged ' i t ' i n  any  way- - ' i t  was  dead

s j lence .  The  f i r s t  te leg ram I  had  was  f rom the  woman 's  c lub ,  the  na t iona l

o rder  meet jng  in  New York  a t  the  t ime.  And they  w i red  me th is  long te ' legram

say ing  tha t  they  were  thorough ly  in  accord  w i th  me and w jsh ing  us  good luck

and a l l  tha t  k jnd  o f  s tu f f ,  s igned by  the  pres ident  and the  secre tary  o f

the  Federa ted  Women 's  C lubs  o f  Amer ica .

That  was the  f j rs t  one and then one a f te r  another  fo l lowed;  even Penrose

in  France w i red  h is  ind ignat ion .  Jus : tbe fore  the  verd ic t  sombody in  New York

sent  a  te ' legram to  Mr .  Dav is '  lawyers  who made the  grea tes t  mis take  in  the

C:
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wor ld  by  no t  a l low ing  Daddy to  go  on  the  w i tness  s tand and te l l  h is  own

story .  Th js  New York  man,  who no  one knew,  w i red  tha t  the  most  p i ty ing

summary  tha t  they  cou ld  g ive  be fore  a  ju ry  wou ld  be  the  quota t ion  o f  K ip -

l i ng 's  " I f , "  and  he  quo ted  the  th ing  in  th i s  te leg ram.  Nobody  knew who

he was.  0 f  course ,  they  t r ied  to  answer  h im but  he  gave no  address ;  he

was jus t  f rom New York .  He had tha t  emphas ized- - " I f  you  can keep your  head

when a l l  abou t  you  a re  los ing  the i rs  and  b laming  i t  on  you" - -he  had  tha t

par t  quoted .

But  when Mama took  up  her  res idence in  l ^Jash ing ton  she went  about  i t

i n  her  usua l  f r i end ly  way ;  and  be fo reshe le f t  Wash jng ton  she  had  done  the

most  remarkab le  th jngs ,  mak ing  her  a  power  there .  When the  Hoovers  came'

Mrs .  Hoover  wanted  l4ama's  a t ten t jon .  They  a l l because

she had been ' in  Wash ing ton  fo r  near ly  ten  years  and made herse l f  we l l -known

and,  o f  course ,  these new lad ies  coming jn  there  wanted  her  assoc ia t ion  and

he1p .  She  d id  th ings  l i ke  th i s  o ld  German cook  on  a  nava l  vesse l ,  a  Un i ted

Sta tes  nava l  vesse l ,  who had been on  h is  job  fo r  th i r ty - f i ve  years  wro te

her  f rom th is  sh ip  o f f  the  F lo r ida  coas t  on  p ieces  o f  sc ra tch  pad paper

w i lh  a  penc i l ,  say ing  tha t  he  had  been in  se rv ice  tha t  long  and  he  was  ge t -

t i ng  o1d  and  wanted  to  re t j re  and  spend  the  res to f  h i s  l i f e  w i th  h is  fami l y

in  New York .  He 'd  been  to ld  tha t ' i f  anyone  couJd  he ip  h im ge t  ou t  o f  the

Navy, my mother could.  She immediately went to Secretary Denby, showed him

th is  le t te r  and to ld  h jm tha t  she  thought  the  man deserved to  be  tu rned loose

to  spend the  res t  o f  h is  I  i fe  w i th  h ' i s  fami ly .  A  few days  la te r  she  go t  an-

o ther  penc i l  no te  f rom th is  fe l ' l ow say ing  tha t  he  had been no t i f ied  he  was ou t .

l4ajor Fewel ,  of  course--you know the other Fewel fam' i ly-- the old man was

get t ing  very  feeb le  toward  the  las t  days  o f  h ' i s  l i fe "  Mamd was a  grea t  f r iend
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of  the  Fewel  famj ly ,  and she ran  in to  Chr js  Fewel  and h js  w i fe  on  one o f  her

tr ips home to El  Paso. Chr is was a conmnander in the Navy, and he wanted to

buy his tntay out,  as they seemed to be al lowed to do i f  they had a longer

term to serve. He wanted to be able to go back and take care of  the Fewel

proper ty .  0 f  course ,  the  o ld  man had pnoper ty  a1 l  over  E l  Paso.  But  he

cou ldn ' t  ge t  away.  And Mama took  i t  upon herse l f  to  go  to  Mr .  Denby aga in

and pu t  the  fac ts  o f  Chr is  Fewel  and h is  fa ther  and what  k ind  o f  a  man the

fa ther  was.  0 f  course ,  he  was a  s t ingy  o ld  fe l low,  bu t  Mom spoke o f  h is

mak ing  so  much  o f  E l  Paso ,  wh jch  he  d id ,  and  she  le f t .  The  o f f i ce rs  back

there ,  she  wou ld  tack le  on  anybody 's  account ,  bu t  they  a lways  rec ieved her

beaut i fu l l y  and qu ick ly .  They  sa id  she never  wasted  the i r  t ime.  She came

and to ld  them what  she wanted  and go t  ou t  and le f t  them to  th jnk  fo r  them-

se lves  and accompl ish  what  they  wanted .  So she went  aga in  to  the  Navy  Depar t -

ment  and pu t  the  s to ry  o f  Chr is  Fewel  and h is  fa ther  be fore  them and le f t .

Some l j t t le  t ime la te r ,  o f  course ,  Chr js  Fewel  was  / i l l ower i7  to  buy  h is  way

out and was home. The disarmament conference was going on and Mama was si t -

t ing  ups ta ' i rs  on  the  ba lcony  space tha t  was  saved fo r  the  Cab ine t  members ,

when they  had the  Senate  d jv is ion  lThere ] .  She was a t tend ing  one o f  the

meet ings  o f  the  d ' i sarmament  conference.  Secre tary  Denby was s i t t ing  ius t

be low her ,  and she leaned over  and thanked h im fo r  le t t ing  Chr is  Fewel  go .

And  he  sa jd ,  " I  d jdn ' t  do  tha t ,  M jz  Fa l l .  You  le t  h im o f f  yourse l f . "  And

th ings  o f  tha t  k ind  were  go ' ing  on  cons tan t ly .

t ' Jhen W' i l l  Hayes ,  one o f  the  Cab ine t  o f f i cers ,  le f t ,  a f te r  about  s ix

months  jn  the  Cab ine t  to  take  up  a  $50,000 a  year  job  as  censor  fo r  the

mov ies  jn  Ca l i fo rn ia ,  there  was a  shuf f le  go ing  around about  who shou ld  be

made pos tmaster  genera l ,  and how they  wou1d f i l l  the  spot .  And my mother
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sa id  to  Daddy and some o f  h is  f r iends ,  "Why there 's  no  ques t ion  about  tha t .

Senator  Wor th  shou ld  have tha t  job .  He 's  a  man f rom the  West ,  and he  wants

i t ,  and  he  shou ld  have  j t . "  So ,  tha t  was  i t .  Daddy  appo in ted  the  man.

I  have a  long memorandum wr i t ten  by  th is  Nat iona l  Ch ie f  o f  the  Nat iona l

Parks,  and he tel ls of  the story Lnh" i l  Mama went wi th my father to Yel low-

s tone or  Yosemi te ,  one o f  the  two.  She went  w i th  h jm fo r  a l l  o f  / those

t r ipsT.  But  on  one occas ion  they  were  up  in  the  mounta ins  as  fa r  as  she

cou ld  go .  Daddy was r id ing  ho ' rseback  on  a  tour  o f  the  res t  o f  the  p laces ,

and Mama was talk ing to these boys and they said they got hungry for  some-

th ing  sweet  bes ides  canned peaches and th ings  l i ke  tha t  up  in  the i r  camp.

One fe l low sa id  he  jus t  wou ld  g ive  any th ing  fo r  a  doughnut .  And Mama sa ' id ,

" lnJe l l ,  I  can  make  some doughnu ts  fo r  you . "  Bu t  they  d idn ' t  have  a l l  the

mate r ia l s  she  needed .  I  don ' t  know what  was  miss ing .  Eggs ,  tha t  was  i t - -

they  d idn ' t  have any  eggs .  She went  on  to  another  one o f  the  camps the

next day with Daddy. They had a lot  of  eggs, and so she got some of the' i r

eggs  and when she s topped back  by  th is  p lace  she went  jn  and made these boys

some doughnuts .  We have p ic tu res  o f  her  w j th  a  cup towe l  fas tened around

her  wa ' i s t  and a  b ig  f ry ing  pan in  her  hand.  That  p ic tu re  has  tu rned up  t ' ime

af te r  t ime.  (Chuck les)  I  p icked up  one o f  those magaz ines  tha t  the  Safeway

s tores  usua l ly  has  by  the i r  check-ou t  /_counterT .  I  was  read ing  tha t  when I

went home and saw this picture of  Mama and the story f rom some man /whose/

w i fe  had d ied  and he  had jus t  th is  one son.  He had a  hard  t ime knowing what

to  cook  or  how to  cook ' i t .  He had wr i t ten  to  Mama to  ge t  her  rec ipe  and she

had sent  i t  to  h im.  The p ic tu re  o f  her  w i th  th is  cup towe l  t jed  around her

was in  tha t  magaz jne  and te l1 jng  what  she d id  fo r  lThos /  boys .

Then, t t l r .  Mather who had been the head of  the forest  rangers and the
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na t i ona l  pa rks ,  pa r t i cu l a r l y ,  r e t i r ed  f r om age  and  i l l  hea l t h .  Daddy  was

ta l k i ng  abou t  i t  w i t h  Sena to r  l do r t h  and  somebody  e1se ,  and  sa id  he  d i dn ' t

qu i te  know where  to  f i nd  someone  to  take  h ' i s  p1ace .  And  Mama b roke  i n  the re

and  she  sa id ,  "Why ,  you  don ' t  have  to  l ook .  H is  p lace  shou ld  be  taken  by

th is  young man named /A- lbr i  gh i l  .  He was one of  the rangers that  accompanied

Daddy  abou t ,  and  Mama saw h jm.  He  was  qu i te  a  young  man  and  she  l ' i ked  h im

very  much .  So  i t  was  i n  Hard ing ' s  company  tha t  Mama to ld  Daddy  the re  wasn ' t

any th ing  to  do  excep t  t o  make  th i s  young  man  head  o f  t he  depar tmen t  and  she

d id .  H i s  name  i s  A lb r i gh t .  So  t ha t ' s  ano the r  one  o f  he r  appo in tmen ts .

She  wou ld  under take  the  mos t  unusua l  t h ings  as  though  i t  we re  i us t  an

eve rday  even t .  He r  j n f l uence  i n  l , t l ash ing ton  was  t remendous .  She  cou ld  do

any th i ng  t ha t  no  one  e l se  cou ld .  Fo r  j ns tance ,  one  n i gh t  abou t  t en  d ' c l ock

Daddy  was  i n  h i s  den  work ing .  And  she  was  t i r ed ,  she 'd  been  on  the  go  p re t t y

much  a l l  t he  t jme .  And  she  was  read ing  the  paper  i n  bed  when  she  saw a

no t ' i ce  tha t  t he  Eng l i sh  embassV  /wa i l  hav ing  a  d jnne r  pa r t y  and  rea l i zed

tha t  she  had  accep ted  the  i nv i t a t ' i on  to  be  the re .  So  she  te lephoned  and  go t

a  ho ld  o f  t he  ambassado r ' s  w j f e  who  l aughed  and  sa id ,  " l l e l l ,  don ' t  l e t  j t

bo the r  you ,  Mrs .  Fa l l .  I t  doesn ' t  hu r t  us  a t  a l l . "  And  t h j ngs  o f  t ha t

k ind  were  cons tan t l y  occu r r i ng .  Coo l ' i dge  wen t  i n to  the  Wh i te  House  a t  one

o ' c l ock  a f t e r  Ha rd ing ' s  dea th .  l 4 r s .  Ha rd ing  was  ou t  w i t h  my  mo the r ,  a t  t he

Fr jendsh ip  Home o f  Eve lyn  McLa jn .  And  when  Mama go t  back  to  the j r  apa r tmen t

she  go t  a  bunch  o f  roses  tha t  had  a r r i ved  a t  t h ree  o ' c lock  f rom Ca lv in  Coo l i dge

a t  t he  Wh i te  House .  He  spen t  f rom one  o ' c lock  un t i l  t h ree ,  and  go t  t hose

f lowers to  Mama at  that  t ' ime.

Wha t  u ras  the  pu rpose  o f  h j s  send ' i ng  the  f l owers  to  you r  mo the r?

No th ing - - j us t  a  f r i end ' l y  ac t  as  he  u ren t  j n to  the  Wh" i t e  House .  l - l e  wan ted  to

sha re  the  g lo ry  o f ,  i t ,  I  guess .  I  kep t  t he  top  o f  t he  box  tha t  / h ' aV  the
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l r l h i i e  House  add ress  l ro r  a  l ong  t ime ,  bu t  I  l os t  i t  somern rhe re .  Bu t  he r  I  i f e

was  f i l l ed  w i t h  k i nd l y  t h i ngs  t ha t  nobody  eve r  hea rd  o f .

Where  d id  you r  rno the r  spend  he r  f i na l  days ,  l 4 rs "  Chase?

In  E l  Paso .

I s  she  bu r i ed ' i n  Eve rg reen?

1Yes. , /  She had qu ' i te  a bunch of  lo ts  there for  the fam' i1y.  She and Daddy

are  bo th  bu r ied  the re ,  and  my  husband  and  my  s i s te r .  One  s j s te r  i s  bu r ied

he re .

Go ing  back  to  my  mo the r  aga in ,  when  I  f i r s t  came ove r  he re  / t o  t he  hos -

p i ta-V,  I  was down by the desk one day when some f r iends came in  wi th  Dr .

S jmms.  And  he ' i s  one  o f  t he  o ld  doc to rs  he re  now.  Someone  ca l l ed  my  a t ten -

t i on  t o  h jm ,  o r  he  k i nd  o f  g ree ted  me  as  a  s t r ange r .  I  sa i d ,  " I  t h i nk  I

knew you  when  you  were  a  boy , "  and  to ld  h im  aga in  who  I  was .  And  he  pa t ted

my  hand ,  he ld  on  t o  i t ,  sa i d ,  " I ' l l  neve r i n  t h j s  wo r l d  f o rge t  you r  no the r . "

They  had  a  homes tead ;  t he  S imms fam i l y  had  come ou t  he re  w j th  the  fa the r ' s

he1p ,  and  they  had  a  homes tead  r i gh t  aga ins t  pa r t  o f  t he  ranch .  Th i s  boy

was  on l y  n ine  yea rs  o ld  when  he  had  t ypho jd  feve r .  He  sa id ,  "Eve ry  so  o f ten ,

tw ' i ce  a  week ,  a  wagon  wou ld  pu l l  up  i n  f ron t  o f  my  house  and  a  bo t t l e  o f  i ce

would be put  out  that  your  mother  had got ten f rom El  Paso because there was

no  rce  nea r .  But every two days in the week this wagon would

b r i ng  t ha t  j ce  up  t o  me  and  j t  p robab l y  saved  my  1 i f e . "

Then  the  b ro the r  o f  t h j s  f e l l ow  came in .  He ' s  a  p reacher - -had  no  a rms '

bo rn  w i thou t  a rms- -bu t  he ' s  a  p re t t y  we l l  known  p reacher  th roughou t  t h i s

pa r t  o f  t he  coun t r y .  He  came in ;  I  don ' t  t h ink  he  knew who  was  j n  he re ,  he

was  j us t  ca l l i ng  on  t he  d j f f e ren t  pa t i en t s .  And  he  l ooked  up  and  saw  tha t

p i c tu re  o f  my  mo the r  and  he  j us t  s tood  the re  and  l ooked  a t  i t .  And  he  tu rned
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a round  and  l ooked  a t  me  and  he  sa id ,  "You r  mo the r . "  And  I  sa i d ,  "Yes . "  He

sa jd ,  "She  was  a  g rea t  woman ,  and  you r  f a the r  was  a  g rea t  man . "  He  sa id

tha t  when  the i r  f a the r  d ied  on  th i s  homes tead ,  Daddy  pa id  fo r  h j s  f une ra l

expenses .  LThe i l  hadn ' t  known  each  o the r  pe rsona l l y ,  bu t  f n {  pa id  fo r  t he

fune ra l  expenses  and  fo r  t he  tombs tone .  He  sa id ,  "La te r ,  when  we  were  ab le . .

Daddy f jna l ly  bought  the i r  homestead af ter  the fa ther  d ied and then En" i l

became qu i te  we l l - t o -do .  He  sa jd ,  "La te r  when  we  were  ab le ,  we  b rough t  ou r

fa the r ' s  body  down  he re  fo r  bu r ia l  i ns tead  o f  l eav ' i ng  i t  up  the re  a t  Th ree

R ive rs .  l , t l e  b rough t  t he  tombs tone  a long ,  and  i t ' s  ou t  he re  i n  t he  cemete ry .

The re  i sn ' t  anybody  e l se  t ha t  wou ld  have  done  any th i ng  f i ke  t ha t .  He  d ' i dn ' t

owe  us  any th ing . " '  He know ledge  o f  t he  fam i ' l y ,  bu t  he  took  a  hand

in  the j r  a f fa i r s  and  he  knew they  were  down  and  ou t .

And  I  have  hea rd  nn re  s to r i es .  A t  sepa ra te  t ' imes ,  two  o ld  Mex ican  men

have  come in  he re .  One  o f  t hem was  te l l i ng  abou t  my  mo the r  nu rs ing  a  member

o f  h i s  f am i l y  when  they  were  ve ry  s i ck ,  and  cu r ing  them.  I  remember  tha t

t h i s  pa r t i cu l a r  case ,  my  mo the r  had  spen t  some  l i t t l e  t ime  do ing  t h i ngs  f o r

them- - tak ing  them food  and  th ings  o f  t he  k ind .  The  i nva l i d  had  deve loped

th i s  cons tan t  h i ccup  and  had  been  h i ccup ing  fo r  a  coup le  o f  weeks ,  and  Mama

took  h im  some/n reO ic jneT  up  the re  and  to ld  h im  to  take  tha t ,  and  i t  s topped

i t .  They were gratefu l  for i t .  t , r le  were ta lk ing to  one of  the El  Paso doctors

abou t  i t ,  LTnQ he  sa id ,  "We l l ,  I  don ' t  t h i nk  I ' d  eve r  have  t hough t  t o  use

i t  bu t  i t  s tands  to  reason  i t  wou ld  s top  i t . "  I t  d idn ' t  make  any  d ' i f f e rence

how poor  the home was,  she 'd go and do what  she could to  cheer  them up.

And  the re  j n  E l  Paso  she ' s  had  some g rea t  t h ings  happen  to  he r .  She 'd

been  taken  i n  a  number  o f  t imes ;  she  was  gu l l i b l e  abou t  anyone  who  to ld  he r

a  sad  s to ry ,  she 'd  a lways  be l j eve  them.  And  I  know one  pa r t i cu la r  pe rson

who 'd  come  to  he rand to l d  he r  t ha t  he  was  i n  d i s t r ess .  And  he  knew  he r
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name and knew how k ind  whe was.  7J le  sa id ]  tha t  he  had ius t  b rought  h js  w i fe

in  town w i th  a  smal l  baby  and had taken them to  the  hosp i ta l  because the

wi fe  was qu i te  s ick ,  and he  needed some money to  ge t  her  be long ings  ou t  o f

the  s ta t ion .  And he  d idn ' t  know anybody in  town and d idn ' t  know where  to

go ,  bu t  he  had  known o f  Mama and  he  though t  he 'd  ask  her  i f  she 'd  le t  h im

have a  l i t t le  money fo r  a  few days .  So Mama gave h jm what  she had in  the

house .  I t  was  a  Sunday ,  and  she  had  a  f i ve  do l la r  b i l l  and  one  o r  two

o ther  do l la r  b j l l s .  She  gave  /Them7 to  f r im .  A  coup le  o f  days  la te r  the

po l ice  ca l led  her  and asked her  j f  she  had been approached by  th ' i s  man,  and

she sa id  we l ' l  ,  yes ,  she  d id  g ' i ve  some money to  a  man whose w i fe  was s ick .

They  asked her  to  descr jbe  the  man,  and she d id .  They  asked her  then i f

she  cou ld  come down and ident ' i f y  h im.  They  had h jm and were  go ing  to  have

a hear ing .  The nex t  morn ing  she went  downandthe  fe l low admi t ted  tha t  he

d idn ' t  have a  w ' i fe  o r  a  ch ' i ld ,  bu t  tha t  he  made h is  way around the  wor ld

and made very good money by studying the telephone book and pjcking out

cer ta in  names o f  peop le  tha t  migh t  poss ib ly  be  approached and f ind ing  ou t

what  he  cou ld  about  those peop le ,  and then go  to  them.  A t  the  same t ime

that Mama was there,  there r , r ras a group of  school  teachers that  a l l  l ived

together  in  one house,  and he  sa id  he  knew they  wou ' ld  no t  be  a t  work  on

Sunday af ternoon. Andhe had just  touched any number of  people lwi th stoniesT

I  i ke  tha t - -he  was jus t  a  per fec t  c r im ina l  .  Bu t  a  sad s to ry  wou ld  ca tch

her  every  t ime.

Mrs .  Chase ,  I  ce r ta in ly  wan t  to  thank  you  fo r  a l l  your  t ime .  You 've  been

most  g rac ious .
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