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(Speech given to the El  Paso Corral  of  the l , r lesterners Club ent i t led "B' lack Beans
and Dry Bonesr" by James Day on December 12, 1970.)

TheMie rExped i t i on  i s  someth ing  tha t ' s  i n t r i gued  me  fo r  ove r  a  decade  now,
t

Ton igh t  I  want  to  ta lk  to  you a  l i t t le  b i t  about  the  two b igges t  symbols  o f  the

exped i t ion :  the  b ' lack  bean,  the  b igges t  s ing le  event  tha t  s tands  ou t  concern-

ing  the  M ie r  Exped i t i on ,  and  then  the  goose  qu i11s ,  cons is t ing  o f  a  l i t t l e  in -

te rp lay  be tween Sam Houston  & Thomas Je f fe rson Green.  I f  you '1 ' |  bear  w i th  me,

we ' l l  have  a  l i t t l e  fun  w i th  the  M ie r  boys .

Rancho Sa lado,  M6x ico ,  was  no t  much o f  a  v i l lage  in  1843.  t ' l any  l4ex jcans

even thougt that  the smal l  adobe enclosure in the northwestern part  of  the

s ta te  o f  San Lu is  Potos i  p rov ided less  than adequate  fac i l j t i es  fo r  human hab i -

ta t ion ;  bu t  to  the  men invo lved w i th  the  Texas  Mier  Exped i t ion ,  the  rancho was

downr igh t  obnox ious .  For  them i t  came to  repnesent  the  humi l ia t jon  o f  cap ture ,

the  hope o f  f reedom,  and the  despa i r  o f  death .  There ,  on  a  spr ing  day ' in  1843,

seventeen Texan braggadocjos were shot to death by Mexican muskets,  v ict ims of

Pres ident  Santa  Annars  famous dec imat ion  order  and the  b lack  bean lo t te ry  o f

death.  How they got to that  forsaken p1ace, the bizarre way in which they

d ied ,  and the  lo re  tha t  has  a t tached j t se l f  to  the i r  d r ied  bones is  a  sub jec t

wor thy  o f  the  human imag ina t ion .

A l l  o f  i t  d id  no t  beg in  in  the  year  1842 ,  bu t  the  ac t i ve  par ts  d id .  In

the spr ing of  that  year General  Rafael  Vdsquez led his Mexjcan troops ' into San

Antonio,  where they took the town and held j t  a lmost two days before retreat ing

to  the  Rfo  Grande.  S jnce  no  love  was los t  be tween these Ang lo-Amer icans  jn

Texas  and the  Mex icans ,  the  a t tack  was no t  to  be  taken l igh t ly .  In  town a f te r

town, Texans bust led round their  courthouse square vowing vengeance on the coward-

1y Mexican foe. Yet,  somehow, dur" ing that summer,  the region between the Nueces

and the  R io  Grande was compara t ive ly  qu ie t .  They  had a  few sk i rmishes ,  bu t

no th ing  you cou ld  s ink  your  tee th  in to  o r  squ i r t  b lood ou t  o f ;  and perhaps  Texas
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Pres ident  Sam Houston  thought  h is  peace po l i cy  was pay ing  o f f .  As  th ings  t ran-

sp i red ,  the  t roub ' le  came to  a  head when Genena l  Adr ian  h lo l l ,  a  Frenchman lead-

ing  Mex ican t roopsr  once aga in  p icked on  San Anton jo  in  the  fa l l  o f  1842,  Th is

t ime they  d id  some f igh t ing .  0n  Sa lado Creek  near  San Anton io ,  N icho las  Dawson

and h is  La  Grange fo l lowers  were  massacred by  Wo11 's  t roopsn who proceeded to

take  San Anton io  in  sp i te  o f  the  Texan res is tence.  A f te r  a  few days  o f  p lunder -

ing ,  Wo l l '  l i ke  Vasquez ,  moved  sou th  to  M6x jco ,  tak ing  w i th  h im the  en t i re  d is -

t r i c t  cour t  o f  San Anton io .  Th is  insu l t  was  too  much fo r  the  Texans,  so  they

increased the i r  bus t l ing  and bragg ing  and added jus t  a  touch o f  do ing .

At  the  he lm o f  s ta te ,  Houston  ordered ou t  the  vo lun teers  on  October  3 ,

1842, conrmanding them to march on M6xjco.  By November,  750 men were at  San

Anton io ,  on ly  to  f ind  tha t  the i r  commander ,  Genera l  A lexander  Somerv j l le  was

not ready to move. Later,  some of  Somervi l le 's men decided that he was a

"per fec t  o ld  Grann ie , "  and they  re fused to  fo l low h is  o rders ,  bu t  a t  San Anton io

they  were  jus t  beg inn ing  to  learn .  Add to  the  genera ' l ' s  inep tness  the  fac t

tha t  Houston  had g iven h im two se ts  o f  o rders ,  one to  invade M6x ico  and the

other to keep the peace, and a p ' ic ture of  the chaos begins to corne to mind.

Somerv ' i l l e  de layed depar tu re  f rom San Anton io  un t i l  m id-November ,  when the  ra in

bogged the earth and the cold weather f roze the men. They reached the Rio

Grande at  Loredo on December B, and then moved a l i t t le way downstream before

Somerv' i l le decided to disband the force on December 
, |9.  

They were to counter-

march to Gonzdles to be disbanded. At that  t ime the general  commanded 498 men,

but the number soon d i mi n i s hed b.y t gg .

The remain ing  men,  jus t  over  300 o f  them,  had sworn  to  conquer  M6x ico ,  and

they  in tended to  do  i t .  They  fo rmed themse lves  jn to  s ix  compan ies ,  e lec ted , ' in

accordance w i th  Amer ican f ron t je r  cus tom,  Co lone l  h j i l l i am S.  F isher  as  the i r

commander,  and set up a navy of  s ix barges commanded by Thomas Jefferson Green.
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0n December 25, they at tacked the town of  Mier in the state of  Tamau' l ipas,  and

on December 26, af ter  a batt le of  about 20 hours,  248 bragging Texans surrender-

ed to Mexican General  Pedro Ampud' ia.  Thus began almost 20 nvonths of  impr ison-

ment which found them marching across the prest ine wastes of  M6xico to Perote

Cast le ,  the i r  eventua l  home.  t , ' l h j le  the  Mei r  men were  gues ts  o f  Santa  Anna,

the i r  home was t ru ly  a  cas t le .  He f ina ' l ' l y  reJeased those who remained,  on ' l y

l l0  in  number ,  in  m ' id -September ,  
'1844.

From Mier to Perote was along way, and much happened jn between. Marched

to the mouth of  the Rio Grande, the Texans went general ly west to Monterrey,

then south toSa l t i l l o  and San Lu is  Potos f .  F rom Matamoros  to  Monter rey ,  the

pr isoners were guarded by 500 infantrymen and 
' |000 

cavalrymen, commanded by

General  Antonio Canales.  But at  l4onterrey the guard was changed. The new

group was only 300 strong, but i t  was a proud Mexjcan un' i t  known as the "Red

Caps."  Colonel  Manuel Barragdn was the commander,  and he fel t  reasonab' ly

secure  s ince  the  Texans were  mi les  away f rom the i r  homeland.  Bar ragdn and h js

Red Caps took  the  pr isoners  to  Sa l t j l l o ,  a  c i ty  they  le f t  on  February  7 ,  1943 '

go ing  toward  San Lu ' i s  Potos i .  ,0n  the  even ing  o f  the  lOth ,  a f te r  four  days  o f

wa ' f k ing ,  the  mot ley  g roup  a r r i ved  a t  Rancho  Sa lado ,125  mi les  sou th  o f  Sa l t i l l o .

Rancho Sa lado was on ly  one bu i ld ing  tha t  encompassed the  square .  The ou t -

s ide  was  one  con t inuous  wa l l ,  excep t  fo r  the  ga te ,  and ' ins ide  a  se r ies  o f  doors

opened into the apartments used by the few inhabi tants.  Water f rom the wel l

was  b lack ' i sh ,  and the  ou ts ide  o f  the  wa l l  ex tended upward  f rom a  1arge,  s te r i le ,

sandy  va l ley .  Vegeta t ion  dared no t  ex is t  in  tha t  p lace .  In to  th js  square '

the Texans were forced, and then they were herded into the cornal  to be bedded

down l ' i ke  ca t t l  e .

Now any group of  300 wjth enough audaci ty to invade an enemy nat ion was

not  go ing  to  take  such t rea tnent  w i thout  a  f igh t .  Twice  be fore  Sa lado they
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had ta lked  about  mak ing  a  bneak f rom the i r  guards ,  bu t  they  were  d iv ided,  and

the at tempts came to naught.  Now they had had enough. Under cover of  darkness

and jn  the  conf ines  o f  the  cor ra l ,  p lans  were  made fo r  escape.  Capta in  Ewen

Cameron,  fo rm the  h igh lands  o f  Scot land,  was  chosen to  lead,  and he  e f fec t i ve ' l y

s i lenced a l l  oppos t ' ion .  In  the  ear ly  dawn,  as  the  Red Caps were  ea t ing  and

drawing  ra t ions  fo r  the  day 's  march ,  Cameron 1oud ly  ca l led  ou t  "Now,  boys ,  we

go i t1 "  o r  some such words ,  and as  he  d id ,  he  broke in to  the  square .  Samuel  H.

Walker of  Texas Ranger fame was by his s ide and the other Texans were close

beh ind .  Red Caps los t  the j r  weapons and the i r  b reak fas t  as  they  sca t te red  fo r

cover.  Some regrouped to make a show of a f ight ,  but  the Texans were victor ious

tha t  day .  Tak ' ing  guns ,  ammuni t ion ,  food,  and money f rom Bar ragdn 's  t reasure

ches t ,  they  moved rap id ly  a long the  road to  Sa l t j l l o .  That  wh ich  the  Texans

ca l led  "The Bat t le  o f  the  Rescue"  was a  whopp ' ing  success .

Then,  about  sundown on the  even ' ing  o f  the  l3 th ,  they  made a  b lunder  tha t

proved fatal  for  some and harmful  to al l .  Fear jng that a force would be sent

f rom Sa l t i l l o ,  the  leaders  tu rned f rom the  road and went  in to  the  mounta ins

where they became coldn hungry,  and thirsty,  and suffered from exposure.  Some

died  be for "e  the  Mex ican t roops  comple ted  the  process  o f  recapture ,and on ly  four

out of  the ent i re group made their  way back to Texas. By February 24, Texans

numbering 134 had been taken into custody, and they were' immediately moved to

Sa l t i l l o .  The  g roup  had  made a  b ig  c i r c le  in  a  th ree  week  per iod ,  on ly  now a l l

o f  them were ' in  bad  shape  phys ica l l y .  One  o f  the  men,  Wi l l i am P,  S tapp ,  no ted

that,  "Their  eyes were sunk into the very beds of  the' i r  sockets,  and they were

ei ther a congregat ion f rom the asylum or a representat ion of  the newly-r isen

dead .  "

Whi le  they  were  a t  Sa l t i l l o ,  Santa  Anna had ordered tha t  a l l  o f  the  Texans

be shot,  but  the Mexican governor,  Francisco Mexfa,  nefused to obey. Instead,
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the  pr isoners  le f t  Sa l t i l l o  on  March  22 ,  and on  March  25 ,176 Texans once aga in

marched into Rancho Salado. Perhaps there was a conspiracy among the diar ists

o f  the  exped i t ion ,  bu t  a lmost  a l l  o f  them ment ion  the  smal l  wh i r ' lw ind  tha t  b lew

uF ius t  as  they  en tered  the  quadrang le .  They  unan imous ly  agreed tha t  i t  was

an i l l  omen;  the  weather  was g iv ing  them a  supernatura l  t jp .

They  were  percept ive  enough to  see o ther  t ips  s ince  the  wa l ls  o f  the  hac i -

enda br is t led  w i th  Mex ican guns  he ld  by  Mex ican so ld ie rs .  Ins ide  they  found

Colone l  Domingo Huer ta ,  one o f  Santa  Anna 's  persona l  henchmen,  who was no t  a t

a l l  in  a  suspensefu l  mood.  He herded the  Texans in to  a  mi l i ta ry  fo rmat ion ,  and

for  the i r  benef i t ,  read the  Mex ican pnes ident ' s  la tes t  o rder  concern ing  the i r

d ispos i t jon .  S ' ince  Governor  Mex ia  had re fused to  execute  a l l  o f  them,  Huer ta

was to  per fo rm a  dec imat ion .  That  i s !  one ou t  o f  l0  was to  d ie  by  shoot ing  and

those se lec t  17  were  to  be  chosen by  lo t te ry .  S ince  f r i jo les  have a lways  been

in  abundance in  tv l6x ico ,  the  bean was se lec ted  as  the  ob jec t  o f  the  lo t te ry .

In to  an  ear then c rock ,  g ra .y  o r  b rown in  co lo r ,  Huer ta  p laced 17  b lack  beans and
. |59  

wh i te  ones .  Those who drew b lack  were  to  d ' ie .

I t  was a game that much interested the Texans, those swaggering braggards

from the north who were forced to reap the rewards of  their  brashness. l^J j th

Mex ican o f f i cers  near  the  c rock  and so ld ie rs  mann jng  the  wa l ls  and ga te ,  the

Texans approached the  cy l inder ica l  ob jec t  w i th  a  g rea t  degree o f  uncer ta in ty .

I , r lhen Huerta read the order aloud to them a " thr i l l  of  horror"  passed through

the i r  bod ies ,  and tha t  th r i l l  had  no t  subs ided by  the  t ime they  s tepped fo r th

to  make a  se lec t ion .  S ince  the  pr isoners  were  t ied  together  in  twos  by  the

wr is t ,  most  o f  them had to  v is i t  the  ja r  tw ice .  Capta in  Cameron,  d rawjng  f i rs t ,

p icked a whi te bean and I  ived that day. As he passed the of f icer nearby,  Cameron

and each Texan af terwards handed the bean to the of f ic ja l .  Thus passed the

lo t te ry  un t i l  a l l  beans  were  accounted  fo r .  Wi l l iam P.  S tapp,  one o f  the
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par t i c ipan ts ,  pub l i shed  one  o f  the  f i r s t  books  on  the  exped i t j on ,  i n  wh ich  he

stated that about three-fourths of  the beans were taken from the jar  before the

seventeenth black one came out.  That means that 25 percent of  the pr isoners

were not required to actual ' ly  draw.

Wi th  comple t ion  o f  the  lo t te ryn  the  l7  condemned men were  g iven a  few

minutes  to  wr i te  a  le t te r ,  ea t  a  mea l ,  make peace w i th  the i r  c rea tor ,  and then

they  were  led  ou ts ide  the  quadrang le  to  be" l i ned  up  aga ins t  a  wa l l  and  sho t .

The bes t  ev idence is  tha t  the  f i r ing  took  p ' lace  jn  two groups  o f  n ine  and e igh t ,

and that the mass of  the Texans could hear the shots and the muff led cr ies of

death .  The fo l low ing  morn ing ,  as  
' l59  

Texans marched pas t  the  bod ies  o f  the i r

dead comrades,  the ; r  reg is tned the i r  vows o f  vengeance aga ins t  the  assass ins .  A

month later,  af ter  they spotted another whir lwjnd at  Huehuetoca, Ewen Cameron

was shot  and h is  bones  were  le f t  to  b leach on  the  p la ins  o f  l ' 16x ico .

The two whir lwinds at  Salado and Huehuetoca were the only two ment ioned on

the  en t ' i re  exped i t ion .  Jus t  as  they  symbol ' i zed  t roub le  to  the  pr isoners ,  they

a lso  marked myr iad  o f  s to r ies  tha t  emanated f rom the  b lack  bean drawing .  D iver -

gence in the accounts occured almost immediately af ter  the drawing as books by

Thomas W.  Be l l ,  Wi l l iam Pres ton  Stapp,  and Thomas Je f fe rson Green made the ' i r

appearance.  S tapp and Be l l  were  a t  the  drawing ,  bu t  Green was no t .  Bo th  o f

the wr i ters w' i tnessing the event agreed that the crock was held wel l  above the

heads o f  the  in tended v jc t ims and tha t  j t  was  g iven a  hea l thy  shak ing  a f te r  each

Texan removed his hand. The bean was then handed to a Mex' ican of f icer who made

a no te  as  to  i t s  co lo r .  None o f  the  beans were  a l lowed to  d isappear ,  so  none

o f  them can  poss ib le  be  on  Texas  so i l .

S tapp made ment ion  o f  the  behav io r  o f  the  Mex ican o f f i cers .  Some,  he  wro te ,

shed teans  pro fuse ly  as  a  resu l t  o f  the i r  deep concern ,  wh i le  o thers  " leaned fo r -

ward  over  the  c rock ,  to  ca tch  a  f i rs t  g l impse o f  the  decree  i t  u t te red ,  as  though
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they  had heavy  wagers  upon the  resu l t . "  A t  th is  po in t  reJ ig ious  d i f fe rences

en te r  the  p ic tu re .  A  Catho l i c  p r ies t  had  been  w i th  the  g roup  s ince  Sa l t i l l o ,

and a t  p roper  t ime he  was ca l led  upon to  o f fe r  ex t reme abso lu t ion .  0n1y  two o f

the  l7  Texans ava i led  themse lves  o f  h is  serv ices .  Both  Stapp and Be l l  ment ion

Robert  Dunham, who js reported to have refused the pr iest  before kneel  ing to

o f fe r  h is  own prayer .  Be l l  no ted  tha t  " the  pr ies t  h imse l f "  p revented  Dunham

from praying. Stapp stressed the fact  that  Dunham was a "good Protestant.  "

Be l l  a l so  no ted  tha t  Co lone l  l . J i l l j am M.  Eas t land  sa id  to  h is  b ro ther - in - law,

"Te lJ  mywi fe  I  d ie  jn  the  fa ' i t h  jn  wh jch  I  I  j ved . "  Thus  8e11 ,  who  ac tua l l y

w ' i tnessed the  ep isode,  was the  f i rs t  to  quote  those who d ied .  He cer ta in ly  was

no t  the  las t .

One o f  S tapp 's  s to r ies  i s  wor th  repeat ing .  I t  has  to  do  w i th  , lames L .

Shepherd ,  a  man und is t jngu ished except  fo r  th is  qu i rk  o f  fa te .  Shepherd ,  i t

seems,  was miss ing  the  morn ing  a f te r  the  shoot ing .  The Mex icans ,  upon count ing

corpses ,  found on ly  16  bod ies .  Shepherd  had been wounded in  the  f i rs t  vo ' l1ey ,

and when he  fe l1 ,  he  pre tended to  be  dead.  The corpses  were  no t  inspec ted .

Under  cover  o f  n ' igh t ,  Shepherd  s l ipped away to  Sa l t i11o ,  where  he  was recogn ized,

led  to  the  pub l i c  square ,  and  sho t  aga in - - th i s  t ime  fo r  keeps .  Bu t  th j s  man

jus t  wou ld  no t  s tay  dead .  Decades  la te r  h is to r ian  Jus t jn  H .  Smi th  i s  sa id  to

have s tumbled  upon the  " t ru th . "  When Shepherd  go t  to  Sa l t i l l o ,  so  Smi th  says ,

he  was taken in  by  a  re l ig ious  order  whose members  pro tec ted  h im unt i l  h js

wound hea led ,  and then they  he lped h im to  the  nor th  bank  o f  the  R io  Grande.

Thomas Jefferson Green had an axe to gr ind in wr i t ing his history of  the

Mier  Exped i t ion .  He sought  to  denounce Sam Houston ,  to  p lace  a l l  c f  the  b lame

on the  Texas  ch ie f  o f  s ta te ;  however ,  in  do ing  so ,  he  to ld  a  jo l l y  good ta le ,

one good enough to become the standard account of  the exped' i t ion.  Yet,  Green

was not present at  the bean drawing because he was with the advance party of
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of f i cers  wh ich  had been wh jsked away to  Pero te ,  Green admi t ted  th js ,  bu t  s ta ted

that he got his " facts" f rom those who were there,  and that their  words were

care fu l l y  p reserved in  h is  d ia ry .

Green made ment jon  p f  the  man iy  d ign i ty  and f i rmness  o f  the  scene,  no t ing

tha t  the  "b lack  beans faJ i leO to  depress"  and the  "wh ' i te  beans  fa i led  to  e la te . ' l

Even the  humor is ts  who q f ipped,  "Boys ,  th is  beats  ra f f l ' i ng  a l1  to  p ieces ' "  and

"Th is  i s  the  ta l les t  gamb1ing  scrap .e  I  ever  was jn , "  cou1d no t  change the  mood.

Two bro thers  p resent ,  Rober t  and l ' l i l f i am Beard ,  made o f fe rs  remin iscent  o f

Damon and Ph jnn ias  o f  Roman h is to ry  /Tour th  century  B .CJ whose c lose  f r iendsh ip

saved them both .  Rober t  Beard  was s ' i ck .  As  Wi l l iam brought  h jm a  cup o f  water ,

Rober t  sa id  (and Green quoted) ,  "Bro ther ,  i f  you  dnaw a  b lack  bean,  I ' l l  take

your  p lace ;  I  wan t  to  d ' i e .  "  Wi l l  i am angu ' i sh ing ly  rep l  i ed ,  "No i  I  w i l ' l  keep

my own p' lace. I  am stronger and better able to die than you. "  H' istory records

that both drew white beans but died shortJy thereafter anyway.

Al l  of  the black beaners were brave, according to Green. To James D. Cocke

is  a t t r ibu ted  the  words ,  "Boys ,  I  to ld  you so ;  I  never  fa i led  to  d raw a  pr ize . "

He conc luded tha t  they  on ly  robbed h im o f  40  years ,  then he  dashed o f f  a  "sen-

sible and digni f ied let ter"  to hladdy Thompson, drew of f  h is panta' loons and handed

them to  h is  comrades,  and d jed  in  h js  underc lo thes .  When Henry  Whal ing  drew

h is L61acg/  bean,  he  had "as  br igh t  a  look  as  ever  l igh ted  a  man 's  countenance. "

He concluded: " |^ le l l ,  they don' t  ntake much of f  me, anynow, for  I  know I  have

k i l  I  ed  25  o f  the  ye1 low be l  I  ies .  "  Wha l  ing  then demanded h is  las t  mea l  ,  a te

heart i ly ,  smoked a c igar,  and short ly thereafter was shot dead. Something super-

na tura l  was  in  th is  man Whal ing ;  i t  was  as  though Prov jdence had taken a  spec ia l

care  jn  p ro long ing  h is  ex is tence.  As  the  Mex ican so ld ie rs  f i red  a t  h im,  he

gr i t ted his teeth and def ied them in terms of  wi ther ing reproach. They shot

h1m l5  t imes ,  accord ing  to  Green ,  bu t  Wha l jng  wou ld  no t  d ie .  F ina l l y ,  one  Mex ican
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so ld ' ie r  p laced a  gun to  h is  head and b lew h ' i s  b ra ins  aga ' ins t  the  wa l l .  Gneen

wro te  tha t  the  scene was so  v io len t  tha t  one o f  the  Mex ican guands fa in ted .

George Washington Trahern,  another part ' ic ipant,  was an o' ld man when he was

in te rv iewed in  Ca l i fo rn ia .  He ,  too ,  had  a  v i v id  reco l lec t ion  o f  l ^ lha l ing ;  and ,

l ike Green, Trahern quoted a conversat ion.  l - le wrote:

There  was a  l i t t le  fe l low by  the  name o f  Henry  l ^ lha1 ing .  They
let  us al l  go out and see the boys that they shot.  Most of  the boys
wou ldn ' t  ea t ,  o f  course ,  condemned tha t  way ;  bu t  th is  l j t t le  fe l low
Henry  Whal ing  was one o f  those jo l l y  fe l lows,  wds one o f  the  number ,
and he  be longed to  our  company,  and was an  ac t ive  fe l low fu l l  o f
he l l  and jo l l y  as  cou ld  be .  Says  I ,  'Good-bye,  Henry  o ld  boy .
I  am migh ty  so r ry . '  He  says ,  'Wash ,  i t  i s  a l l  r i gh t ;  we ' l l  a ] l  go
the  same way.  ThTs is  oh ly  the-beg inn ing . '  And he  5hys ,  ' I 'm
go ing  to  take  a  good  square  mea l .  I t ' s  the  las t  I ' l l  ge t . '  They
had some good mut ton  s tew and e t  ce tenas ,  and beans.  ' I 'm go ' ing
to  take  a  good square  mea l  and sa t js fy  myse l f  fo r  once;  I rve  been
hungry  fo r  a  long t ime.

l , . le l l ,  they just  took them out and shot them-- just  mangled them,
and s t r ipped them,  and they  jus t  le t  them 1ay  ou ts ide  in  the  s t ree t
there ,  l i ke  so  many hogs .

Green 's  verba l i z ing  was impress ive ,  bu t  i t  does  no t  ho ld  a  cand le  to  tha t

o f  another  Mjer  man,  I ^ l ' i l l  j am A.  A .  (B ' ig foo t )  Wal lace .  I , r l i th  the  passage o f

t ime,  Wal lace  has  become a  legend,  ma ' in1y  because he  has  had a  corps  o f  good

pub l ic i t y  men.  However ,  a t  the  t ime o f  the  events  o f  1842-1844,  hewas l i t t le

no t iced  by  h is  contemporar ies .In  ha l f  a  dozen books  and d ia r ies ,  on ly  two

give him ment ion,  and that was when he was released from Perote on August 22,

1844, three weeks before the main body of  pr isoners were given freedom.

Wal lace 's  memoi rs  were  f i r s t  g i ven  o ra11y  to  John  C.  Duva l  i n  1867 ,  over  two

decades a f te r  the  Mier  Exped i t ion  took  p lace .  He had two th ings  go ing  fo r  h im

to make him inaccurate and expansive.  One was the verbal  t ransference and the

other  was t ime.  Duva l ,  h is  b ' iographer ,  was  p la in ly  mone in te res ted  in  te l l ing

a good story than in relat ing the facts,  so no wonder can be at tached to the

fact  that  a dramat ic scene l ike the black bean lot tery would be presented out

o f  p ropor t ion .
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Ignor ing  the  fac t  tha t  the  beans were  we l l -m ixed,  the  l ^ la l lace-Duva l  account

c i ted  Cameron as  no t ing  tha t  the  b lack  beans had been p laced in  the  c rock  las t

and were  s t i l l  on  top .  Cameron drew wh i te ,  and as  he  s tepped back  he  wh ispered

sage adv ' i ce  to  h is  fe l low o f f i cers  when he  sa ' id ,  "D ig  deep,  boys .  "  They  d id  so ,

says  Wal lace ,  and a l l  d rew wh i te  except  Eas t land.  In la l lace 's  own drawing  came

toward  the  las t ,  because h is  name s ta r ted  w i th  " t l l , "  and the  l i s t  was  a lphabet ica l .

He had counted  twenty - four  wh i te  beans  jn  success ion ,  so  he  thought  h is  chances

were  s l im o f  d rawing  wh i te .  He sa id  he  care fu l l y  f ingered the  beans because he

had  no t i ced  tha t  the  wh i te  ones  were  jus t  a  l i t t l e  sma l le r  than  the  b lack  ones .

He made h js  cho ice  and i t  was  a  r igh t  one fo r  h jm;  o r ,  as  he  r ,e la ted ,  ' , I  shou ld

not be here to te l l  my story."  Stapprs test imony that only seventy-f ive percent

o f  the  men had to  d raw ra ises  the  ques t ' ion  as  to  whether  Wal lace  ac t ive ly  par t i c i -

pa ted ,  bu t  counter  ev idence is  found in  tha t  fac t  tha t  two o f  the  men executed ,

Wing  and  l ^Jha l ing ,  wou ld  have  d rawn a f te r  Wa l lace ,  i f  the  l i s t  had  been  a lphabe t i ca l .

A f te r  ge t t ing  th rough h is  o rdea l ,  Wa11ace,  in  te l l ing  the  s to ry ,  was  concern-

ed  main ly  w j th  two persons :  an  l r i sh  f r iend  he  ca l led  Pat  t , r l .  whose humor  caused

even the  Mex ican o f f j cers  to  re jo ice  tha t  he  had drawn f i fe ,  and one o f  the

Mex icans .  Th js  was,  in  Wal lace 's  words ,  a  "swar thy  baboon-v ' i saged chap"  who

" looked  as  j f  he  had  subs is ted  a l l  h i s  l i f e  onashor t  a l l owance  o f  pepper  and

c igar r i tos .  "  He had a  mean countenance,  bu t  h ' i s  speak ing  accents  were  sweet  as

he  ies ted  w i th  those  d raw ing  fo r  the i r  l j ves .  As  he  d id  th i s ,  he  had  a  "dev j l i sh

gr in on his baboon face" that  showed the pleasure he received from the game.

B ig- foo t  took  a  rea l  d is l i k ing  fo r  th is  one,  so  much so  tha t  he  concoc ted  a

d jabo l i ca l  pun ishment  fo r  the  chap.  Duva l  wro te  fo r  B ig - foo t :

I qtn nq! one of q-ievengqful disfositjgn, nui itlfrqt l ' igxtcan haL
fa l len in to  W power,  hr .s  qhances of  l iv inq to  a  lgood q ld  aqel  woql {_ ever

hay_e
for
upon

been miserablv s l jm. and I  could have recoqnjzed him amonq ten t lousand,
h is  weazen fea tures  and h is  d iabo l j ca l  gF in -were  ' inde l ib ly - impressed

my memory .  I ' l t  te t l  you  how I  wou ld  have served h im.  I  wou ld
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have  bough tabushe lo f  b lack  beans ,  cooked  them abou t  ha l f  done  in  a
b ig  po t ,  and made h im s i t  down and ea t  un t i l  he  burs ted .  I 'd  have
g iven h im a  dose tha t  wou ld  have s t re tched h is  l j t t le  tawny h ide  as
t igh t  as  a  bass-drum.  He shou ld  have had h ' i s  f i l l  o f  b lack  beans
for  once,  to  a  cer ta in ty .

Imag ina t ion ,  no t  h is to r ica l  accuracy ,  i s  what  makes Duva l ' s  book  on  B jg - foo t

! ' l a l lace  grea t .

That same qual i ty entered into the Mier exper iences of  another Texan who

car r ied  a  name we l l -known on the  Mex ican fnont ie r .  Th is  was Ben jamin  C.  Boone,

a descendant of  the famed Dan' ie l  Boone farni ly.  Ben Boone jn later years d ' ic tated

h is  memoi rs  to  A .  J .  Sowel l  and c la imed to  have par t i c ipa ted  in  the  "Bat t le  o f

the Rescue" and the black bean drawing. He even c ' la imed that he preserved the

whi te  bean he  drew tha t  t t4arch  day  in  1843,  a  p r ize  he  va lued so  h igh ly  tha t  h is

fami ly  had preserved i t  in  a  ba l l  o f  yarn  as  la te  as  1937.  The fac t ' i s  tha t

Boone fe l l  s ick  a t  Hac ienda Sa lado pr io r  to the  break ,  thus  was unab le  to  par t i c i -

pate.  He was moved on to M6xico Ci ty and was nowhere near Salado when the beans

were  drawn.  H js  account  p roves  to  be  tha t  o f  an  o ld  man bask ing  in  re f lec ted

gl  ory.

One o f  the  ma jo r  even ts  o f  th i s  exped i t j on  was  the  Texan 's  p i l l age  o f

Loredo on  December  8  and 9 ,1842,  wh ich  produced th ree  impor tan t  resu l ts .  One

was the  denunc ia t ion  o f  the  Mier  men by  Texan Pres ident  Sam Houston ,  another

was the break at  Hac' ienda Salado /on February 
. |1,  

18417, and a th i rd was T.

Je f fe rson Green 's  escape f rom Pero te  Cast le  on  the  n igh t  o f  Ju ly  2 ,1843.  Wi th

the  Texan ' invas ' ion  o f  Mier ,  Sam Houston  was on  the  spot ;  he  was fo rced to  take

a s tand on  the  lega l i t y  o f  the ' invas jon .  Houston  had to  dec jde  whether  o r  no t

the  invas ion  was o f f j c ia l  Texan po l i cy .  He chose to  renounce the  M' ie r  adventur -

ers as men who went wi thout orders and thereby placed themselves outsjde the

pro tec t ion  o f  the  ru les  o f  t ^ la r .  In  do ' ing  th is  in  a  le t ten  da ted  January  24 ,1843,

he threw them ent i re ly on the mercy of  Santa Anna, a man who had proved many
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t imes tha t  he  had l j t t le .  Houston 's  po ' l i cy  may have been the  cor rec t  one so  fa r

as t f re survival  of  the f ' ledging Republ ic of  Texas wds concerned, but for  those

captured  a t  Mier  i t  spe l led  d isas ter .  Very  few,  i f  any ,  ever  fo rgave h im.

Houston 's  nea l  t roub le  w i th  the  Mien  Exped i t ion  began when Green escaped

f rom Pero te ' in  Ju ly ,  1843.  He was in  Texas  by  the  end o f  tha t  summer  and soon

was e lec ted  to  the  Texas  House o f  Representa t ives ,  w i th  the  avowed purpose o f

pubf  i c iz ' ing  the  cond i t ion  o f  the  Mier  men s t i l ' l  i n  p r ison .  By  August ,  
. |845 ,  

he

had produced his book ent i t led Jo.urnal  of  the Tex-al  Exp_edi t ion Agai lst  Mier,

and  Harper ' s  o f  New York  had  pub ' l i shed  i t .  i t  j s  f i l l ed  w ' i th  w i t  and  humor ,

has some facts in i t ,  and g. ives Green credi t - -but no blame--for the for tunes of

the  Mier  men.  Green 's  super -ego sh ines  th rough l i ke  a  Mex jcan s i l ver  peso

re f lec t ing  in  the  sun .  A l l  b lame i s  f i xed  on  the  "ma l i c ious ,  v ind ic t i ve ,  co ld -

b looded"  Sam Houston ,  who found h is  name unfavorab ly  recorded on  the  book 's

pages no  fewer  than l l7  t jmes.  in  par t i cu la r ,  Houston  was denounced fo r  h is

repud ia t ion  o f  the  Mier  men and fo r  the  dec imat ion  a t  Sa lado.  Houston  had

caused them to be falsely executed as robbers and marauders upon M6xico.

In 
.1845 

Green made a bid to be elected to the United States Congress f rom

the Western  D is t r i c t  o f  Texas .  In  the  campaign  he  heaped so  much abuse on

Houston that " the Raven" was forced to answer.  This he did in December at  the

Method is t  Church  in  Houston ,  and ' in  the  speech he  made ment ion  o f  Green,  s ta t ' ing

tha t  Green 's  ou t rages  a t  Laredo caused Santa  Anna to  k ' i l l  the  seventeen.  Houston

next  saw f i t  to  pub ' l i sh  a  le t te r  in  the  Houston  Morn_ ing  Star  concern ing  the  l l i e r

Exped i t ion .  In  the  January  
. |0 , . |846,  

i ssue,  he  broads ided Green by  s ta t ing  tha t

when the Texans plundered Laredo, "Thomas Jefferson Green was the f i rst  man who

broke open a house and inci ted the men to outrage."  Green had done this,  Houston

contended,  even though he  had no  o f f i c ia l  s tand ing .  Houston  s ing led  ou t  no  one

e lse  fo r  c r i t ' i c i sm,  conc lud ing  tha t  the  won ld  had come to  know tha t  " I  ob ta ined
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the  re lease o f  the  Mier  p r isoners . "

This tournament of  goose-qui1 ' ls  adjourned for.  a t ime as Houston was elected

United States Senator f rom Texas and Green went east to marry a weal thy widow

and then west to serve in the Cal i forn ' ia Senate and become a Majon General  in

the  Ca l i fo rn ia  mi l i t ia .  He was one o f  the  found ing  fa thers  o f  the  Un ivers i ty

o f  Ca l i fo rn ia .  One the  morn ' ing  o f  August  I ,  1854,  Houston  asked the  Senate  to

meet  an  hour  ear ly  so  he  cou ld  make a  few remarks .  H is  ta lk  was t i t led ,  when

publ ished, Speegh of  Hon. Sam Houston oI  Texas In t_he S_enate of  the LJni ted

States,  on Te{as Affa- i rs -  Thomas Jefferson Gr_een (August l ,  1854)" He ment ioned

Green 's  book  on  the  lv l ' i e r  Exped i t ion  and thought  cer ta in ly  tha t  the  L ib rary  o f

Congress  wou ld  want  to  r id i t se l f  o f  j t s  copy  and comm' i t  i t  to  "some o f  the

sewers of  the c i ty."  He referred to Green as "T.  Jef ferson Dog Greenr" and

pictured him as a man who " took his sword and went wj th the army. He had no

commarrd .  He was no t  even a  so ld ie r  in  the  ranks .  He was a  loa fer  and fo l lower

of the army. "

Green was aga in  pa in ted  as  the  leader  o f  the  sack ' ing  o f  Laredo,  bu t  Houston

had  ga ined  t ime to  f i l l  i n  de ta ' i l s  s ince  h is  las t  a t tack .  Wi th  a l l  the  persua-

s ' ive powers at  h is command--and they were substant ia l - -Houston heaped abuse upon

h is  opponen t .

Green was the  f i rs t  ind ' i v idua l  to  encourage the  insubord ina te  and
i r regu la r  fo l lowers  o f  the  army to  b reak  down the  doors  and v io la te
the sanct i ty of  habj tat ' ions;  to str ip women; to commit  every outrage
appa l l ing  to  humani ty  and in famous to  a  so ld ie r .  H is  cny  was 'Rake

them down, boys; rake them down. '  That was the conduct of  the author
of  th is book; and i t  can be corroborated by gent lemen of  h igh charac-
ter who were present.  Why, s i r ,  th is man even robbed them of their
ch ' i l d ren 's  t i ny  d resses .  Idas  tha t  a l l  he  d id?  No,  s i r .  Bu t  I  w i l l
now show you some fu r ther  ins tances  o f  the  ma1 ign i ty  o f  th is  c rea ture .
The occurrences to which I  have referred are shadowed forth in his
vo lume,  and  jus t j f i ed .  i  have  a l luded  to  h is  das ta rd ly  coward ice ,
h is  u t te r  want  o f  ch iva l ry  o r  humani ty  and o f  man ly  k indness ,  when
he cou ld  fo rge t  the  cond i t ion  o f  feeb le  ch i ld ren  and a f f r igh ted  women.
Ah,  s i r ,  he  cou ld  car ry  te r ro r  and d ismay to  ch i ld ren  and to  women,
but was there manhood in that? Was i t  not  dastardly? He was a man
of  most  pu issant  coward ice .
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The l , t ie r  Exped i t ion  was labe led  as  a  f  i l  i bus ter  and Green and l l l i l l  i am S.  F isher

were  g iven the  to ta l  respons ib i l i t y  fo r  i t .  Hous ton  s ta ted  tha t  they  "seduced

261 gal lant  men to return to t r l6xico,  take the f lag of  Texas, organize themselves

wi thout  au thor i ty ,  and march  upon [ r46x ico ,  to  f i i i bus ter ,  rob ,  s tea l ,  p i l fe r ,

as they had done at  Laredo. "

Green d jd  no t  have access  to  the  Senate  f loor  as  d id  Houston ,  bu t  he  d id

the next best th" ing for  h ' is  cause. He had money, and with some of i t  he pr inted

a rep ly ,  67  pages in  length ,  wh ' i ch  was p laced on  the  desk  o f  each Senator  on

the mornjng of  February 
. |5,  

1855. In reference to the sacking of  Laredo, Green

s ta ted  tha t  he  d idnot leave camp tha t  day ,  and the  who le  a rmy knew i t '  He went

on  to  exp la in  tha t  he  was among the  most  ac t i ve ' in  ge t t ' i ng  the  p i l lagens  to

re tu rn  the  ar t i c les ,  even though some o f  those do ing  the  tak ing  "a re  known to

be among Genera l  Houston 's  warmest  f r jends . "  Green aga in  rever ted  to  h js  a rgument

tha t  the  p i l lage  happened because o f  b roken promises  and lack  o f  leadersh ip  by

Houston  and Somerv i l le .  In  a l lud ing  to  the  sobr iquet  "Dog, "  Green s ta ted  tha t

he  had never  heard  i t  app l ied  to  h imse l f ,  bu t  he  sa id  tha t  one Texan had u t te red

i t  on  sevena l  occas ions .  That  was Senator  Houston  h imse l f ,  who dur ing  h is  d runken

org. ies was of ten heard to say,  " I  am the big dog of  Texas-- the master cur of  the

tan  yard . "  Tha t ,  Green  be l ieved ,  was  the  on ' l y  po l i t i ca ' l  t ru th  th i s  po l i t i ca l

char la tan  was ever  gu ' i1 ty  o f .  Green s ta ted  tha t  he  had been k ind  to  Houston  in

h" is  book ,  tha t  he  cou ld  have recorded,  "h is  vu lgar  b lackguard ism,  h is  v i le  de-

baucher ies;  h is universal  mendac' i ty '  h is numerous penur ies;  h is personal  swindles;

h is  o f f i c ia l  pecu la t ions ;  h is  annexat jous  coquet ry ;  h is  want  o f  fa i th '  and

t reason to  po f  i t i ca l  par t ies ;  h i  s  hypocr isy ,  ' imp ie ty ,  and op ium eat ing ;  h ' i s

deser t ion  o f  wes tern  Texas ,  and leav ' ing ' i t  open to  the  Mex ican enemy;  h is  das-

ta rd ly  coward jce ;  h is  d i r ty  po lygamy and deser t jon  o f  h ' i s  fo rmer  w ives ,  w i th  h is

pagan bru ta l i t y  to  some o f  them and the i r  young. "
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Houston  fe l t  ob l iged l :To  rep ly ]  and he  d ' id  so  br ie f l y .  He apo log ized fo r

ment jon ing  Green 's  name in  the  Senate ,  bu t  gave the  fo l low jng  adv ice :  " I  wou ld

not  adv ise  any  decent  and respec tab le  person to  touch h im wi th  a  lS- foo t  po le ,

un less  he  had g loves  upon h is  hands  o f  doub le  th ickness ;  and then he  shou ld  cas t

away the  po le  to  avo id  the  " in f luence o f  the  contaminat ' ing  shock .  "

Wi th  tha t ,  pub l i c  deba te  abou t  the  p i l l ageo fLaredo  was  ended ,  a  fu11  12  yeans

af te r  the  fac t .  By  then the  v ic t ims o f  the  ac t  p robab ly  thought  l i t t le  about  i t

because they were busy pursuing their  own af fa i rs;  but  Houston and Green were

qu i te  concerned.  Green had se t  ou t  to  hang a  barb  in  Houston 's  h ide  by  us ing  a

rasp upon the  h ' ide  o f  a  rh inoceros ,  and he  was success fu l  to  the  po in t  o f  rous ing

Houston 's  i re .  But  when a l l  the  words  were  spoken and a l l  the  l ines  wn i t ten ,

tha t  was  a l l  he  cou ld  do ,  because most  o f  the  peop le  o f  Texas- - the  Mier  men ex-

c luded- -never  los t  fa i th  in  the  hero  o f  San Jac in to .

S ix teen se ts  o f  bones  in  a  sha l low grave a t  Hac ienda Sa lado- - fo rgo t ten  by

the j r  count rymen and ha ted  by  the i r  foes i  Bur jed  March  26 ,1843.  0n1y  the

f igh t ing  be tween M6x ico  and Texas  was no t  over .  As  
. |845 

wor r ied  to  a  c1ose,  a

new s t rugg le  was in  the  mak ing ,  one wh ich  brought  the  migh t  o f  the  Un i ted  Sta tes

in to  the  f ray .  When war  was f ina l l y  dec la red  be tween the  Un i ted  Sta tes  and

M6x ico ,  Texans  ra l l i ed  to  the  cause in la rge  numbers  and  w j th  g rea t  91ee .  Many

of these men had served on the l r l ier  Expedi t ion and some st i l l  remembered the

Texan bones a t  Sa lado.  One o f  them was John Dusenber ry ,  a  par t i c ' ipan t  in  the

b lack  bean drawing .  He fou th t  in  the  Mex ican War  w i th  Ma ior  Wal te r  P .  Lane 's

Div i s ion ,  I n  May ,  1848 ,  t hey  were  a t  Hac ienda  Sa lado  where

t5

un i t  o f

they  rounded up  the  a lca lde  to  fo rce  open the  graves .  i t  was  comp' le ted  in  rap id

f i re  o rder  as  the  bones were  t ied  compact ly  in  se ts ,  p laced ' in  four  wooden

boxes ,  and loaded on  mules .  Theneaf te r  they  l i te ra l ' l y  ra t t led  around M6x jco  w i th

Dusenber ry  in  charge.  F ina l l y  he  go t  them to  the  eas t  coas t  a t  Tampico ,  sa i led
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for  Ga ' l ves ton ,  and ar r i ved  a t  La  Grange in  la te  June.  0n  June 29  he  re l inqu ished

the remains to the Fayette County of f ic ia ls at  La Grange. The four boxes with

their  contents were stored in the Courthouse unt i l  September,  when the bones

were  bur ied  a longs ide  those o f  Dawson 's  men on a  h i l l  over look ing  the  Co lorado

River.  As i f  their  b izarre death and gruesome transference were not enough,

Sam Houston  was present  fo r  the  ceremonies .  He had a ' l ready  den ied  h is  gu i l t  con-

cern ing  the i r  death  and had p laced a1 ' l  o f  the  b ' lame on T .  Je f fe rson (Dog)  Green.

History does not record what Houston fel t  that  day.

The decimated Mier men had to wai t  a 
' long 

t ime, three-quarters of  a century,

before they got a f i t t ing monument.  In the meant ime, their  grave was broken

into and some of the bones were scattered, and there was a t ime when ownership

of the earth that  covered them was disputed" In spi te of  c la ims to the contrary,

one ' i s  more  l j ke ly  to  f ind  today  an  e lbow f rom one o f  the  bod ies  than he  is  to

see a  bean drawn on tha t  fa te fu l  day  in  March ,1843"

Thankyou.
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