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PETE SNELSON 
AT COMMENCEMENT 
P resident Monroe, distinguished 

members of the faculty, members 
of the graduating class, parents, ladies 
and gentlemen: It was with particular 
pleasure and a genuine sense of nostal
gia that I accepted the invitation to 
share a few thoughts with you on the oc
casion of this winter graduation pro
gram. 

Basically, my message will be brief. 
However, it does come from an unusual 
vantage point. It will be a few observa
tions concerning the roots which you 
and I share ... those of this institution. 

Forty-two years ago this past Septem
ber I arrived here in these hilly sur
roundings from a small West Texas 
town to begin college. It was not much 
of a school when compared to today's 
physical plant, enrollment and course 
offerings. If you are a history buff, you 
might even recall that its name was 
Texas College of Mines and Metallurgy; 
that it attained a record pre-war enroll
ment in 1941 of some 1,200 students 
and that our Student Union Building 
and Bookstore was one room in Old 
Main. 

My arrival here began a love affair 
with this institution that has continued 
down through the years. I'm grateful for 
opportunities to learn, to associate with 
fine young people and a great group of 
teachers. 

Even as we now look out on this com
paratively huge and beautiful campus, I 
doubt that any of us from those days 
have the slightest bit of envy over what 
you have compared to what we had. 
Frankly, I grew to love what we had. I 
don't know why each of you selected this 
University. I'm sure that there are vary
ing reasons. I did so because, foremost, 
I wanted to get a college education and 
considering the economic times and 
very limited resources my choices were 
quite limited. 

Even though I enrolled here out of 
economic necessity, I am most proud 
that I can stand here and tell you that I 
have never regretted that decision nor 
have I felt the least bit deprived in not 
having attended or graduated from a 

more nationally prestigious institution. 
I hope that some 40 years from now you 
will look back and feel the same way. 

I say this because the preparation 
which I received here permitted me to 
attain exactly what I wanted to attain in 
the various areas oflife. I went on to ob
tain a graduate degree from one of the 
nation's leading universities and this 
gave me a base for academic compari
son. I went on to achieve success in an 
economic sense in the business world by 
putting into practice things which I 
learned at this University. I'm confident 
that each of you will be able to do the 
same thing. 

There is another area which I aspired 
to from the time I was very young, that 
of elective political office. This, I was 
able to attain. You see, after serving in 
the Texas Legislature over the past 22 
years I will be retiring from my current 
role as Dean of the Texas Senate and 
Chairman of its Education Committee. 

Too, I might add that serving as a 
member of the Senate Finance Commit
tee, Legislative Budget Board and con
ference committees on appropriations 
has enabled me to become well ac
quainted with university presidents and 
members of boards of regents. I always 
strived to give special attention to the 
needs of this institution and I believe 
that my concern has been helpful. The 
Legislative Budget Board on which I 
serve completed its recommendations 
two weeks ago and I am proud of how 
well UTEP fared. 

Yes, I've enjoyed greatly my public 
service. I trust and hope that you will as
pire to and accept opportunities for 
public service. 

To men, the highest form of citizen
ship is, and has always been, the active 
participation in all affairs which have 
any relationship to the determination of 
public policy. This is politics. 

When the people default in their in
terest in government, their rights will be 
taken over. The people will lose their 
liberties and the nation will lose its 
strength. Politics are an important part 
of responsible citizenship in a free socie-

ty. I urge you to be an integral part of 
the process. 

Now that you've permitted me these 
few minutes of personal reference estab· 
lishing our common roots, I want to 
share with you a few concerns which you 
will be addressing during the next 40 
years. 

It is true that the generations of your 
parents and grandparents have 
achieved much during the past five 
decades. I won't attempt to list all of the 
achievements and advances for man· 
kind. However, it is well that we realize 
just how much the world has changed 
since that day in 1946 when I received 
my degree from this institution. 

Today the effects of an event on one 
side of the world are likely to ripple all 
the way around the globe. Calculations 
of national sovereignty are routinely 
affected by the interests and needs of 
over 160 other nations. There is no 
longer a country on the face of the 
shrunken planet that can go it alone. 
Kenneth Boulding said it well when he 
conjectured that "if the human race is 
to survive, it will have to change its ways 
of thinking more in the next 25 years 
than it has in the last 25,000." 

In an age of energy shortages, huge 
population shifts and unstable curren
cies, it is increasingly difficult to sepa
rate domestic from global issues. Our 
civic concerns can now be rarely seen in 
purely local or national terms, and few 
non-American events are any longer in 
fact extraneous to our lives. Our mass 
media reflect these new complexities 
fairly well; but the interrelatedness of 
global and national events is still only 
marginally reflected in what young 
Americans are learning in their schools 
and colleges. As a recent Change 
editorial warned, "America's young face 
a set of new national and international 
circumstances about which they have 
only the faintest of notions. They are, 
globally speaking, blind, deaf, and 
dumb; and thus handicapped, they will 
soon determine the future directions of 
this nation." The growing disparity be
tween the realities of an interdependent 

















lege at El Paso High School had just 
been disbanded, and they had math 
classes at the College of Mines with 50 
and 60 in them. She asked if I'd teach at 
the College of Mines and Metallurgy. 
The Dallas schools let me off. I had to 
call my folks to cover my moving ex
penses. We had classes on Saturday then 
- Monday, Wednesday, Friday or 
Tuesday, Thursday, Saturday. I had 
five classes with 40 in each one, at least 
35 of them male. There were two other 
women faculty members and two wo
men in the offices, Miss Ruth Augur, 
the registrar, and Mrs. Webb, the 
dean's secretary. Mary Kelly (later 
Quinn) and Anita Lorenz were the fac
ulty members. We had two semesters 
only. At the end of the first semester, 
Mrs. Lena Eldridge came to teach 
Spanish and German and Miss (Abi 
Elizabeth) Beynon was dean of women. 
The next year other teachers from the 
junior college and the high school came. 
Ball: It is true that the El Paso Public 
Schools paid the salaries of some of the 
college teachers. My husband had been 
teaching at Highlands University in Las 
Vegas, New Mexico. He got a state job 
at Las Cruces, but when we arrived 
there it didn't work out. It was mid-Sep
tember, we had three children and no 
jobs, and we came to El Paso. A.H. 
Hughey, the school superintendent, put 
my husband at El Paso High School 
where he taught a year. I began teach
ing in January and taught a half year. 
At the end of that time, they allowed me 
to come out here and Mr. Hughey paid 
our salaries for two years. He was a won
derful man. Dr. Gladys Gregory, Miss 
Norma Egg and Miss Grace Long were 
teaching here; Miss Long didn't stay but 
about two years. Four of us stayed till we 
retired. 
Duke: I started here as a student in 
1935. We moved here from Phoenix in 
1934 and I finished at Austin High. My 
mother and Forrest Agee, the registrar, 
decided what my major should be and 
the courses I should take, but I didn't 
register for a single one. I had found 
Franklin Seamon and signed up for 
chemistry, physics, engineering math, 
botany and German. I didn't have any 
money, but L.A. "Speedy" Nelson made 
me a loan. For two years I financed my 
schooling by babysitting, then in 1937 
Dr. Anton Berkman took m e on as a 
student lab assistant. I helped him teach 
freshman labs, washed dishes in the 
labs, and on holidays embalmed cats. 
There was an interesting experience 
when we embalmed Dean Kidd's cat; we 
didn't realize it was his until too late . 

14 

Tillman: The El Paso Junior College 
was on the fourth floor of El Paso High 
School. When they decided to give the 
B.A. degree here, all of that group 
came over to the College of Mines. 
There were about an equal number of 
men and women in the first class with 
that degree: 11 men and nine women. 
There were so many teachers in the 
public schools without degrees, they 
liked to get that diploma. Surprisingly, 
even some principals came out to get 
their degrees. 

WhoWasWho 
John G. Barry. First president of 
the College of Mines, 1931-34. 
Died 1963. 
Anton Berkman. Faculty mem
ber 1927-66, acting president 
1960; also dean and department 
chairman. Died 1973. 
Norma Egg. Faculty member 
1929-54, dean of women 1937-41. 
Died 1965. 
Gladys Gregory. Faculty member 
1928-62, first woman to reach 
rank of full professor. Died 1977. 
John W. "Cap" Kidd. Faculty 
member from 1914 to his death in 
1941. Dean of the College of 
Mines 1923-27. 
E.J. Knapp. Faculty member 
1931-69. Emeritus professor of 
physics at his death in 1979. 
L.A. "Speedy" Nelson. Member 
of first graduating class in 1916. 
Faculty member 1920-63. Died 
1964. 
Howard Quinn. Faculty member 
1924-65. Died 1976. 
Mary Quinn. Faculty member 
1925-65. Now retired in El Paso. 
Franklin H. Seamon. Faculty 
member 1914-41. Died 1945. 
William H. Seamon. Faculty 
member 1918-27. Died 1927. 
D.M. Wiggins. President 
1935-48. Died 1978. 

Miculka: Mary Quinn told me about 
Mrs. W.H . Seamon's open house when 
the Seamons lived on North Stanton in 
the house later occupied by the E.J. 
Knapp family . Every Sunday evening 
she would hold open house for the 
students. 
Knapp: She served strawberry short
cake with whipped cream as long as the 
strawberries lasted. 
Hansen: The 1925 yearbook was 
dedicated to Mrs. Seamon. 

Patterson: As the number of women 
students increased, they had a refining 
influence on the men. They didn't chew 
tobacco and spit out the window any 
more. 
Duke: I tried to be an engineer, but 
Dean Kidd didn't want women 
engineers. I had two years of engineer
ing courses before I ended up as a 
biology major. 
Harris: All the art and music we 
could get was one year of public school 
music and one year of public school art. 
Mrs. Abbie Durkee taught the music 
course and Mrs. Eula Harlacker, who 
had taught me at Austin Junior High 
and El Paso High, became the college 
art teacher. The home she and her hus
band, John, built is now the University's 
Speech and Hearing Center. 
Patterson: Two faculty members were 
required as chaperones for each dance. 
The dances were held in Holliday Hall. 
The liveliest place on campus, though, 
was wherever Dean Kidd was blowing 
out rock with dynamite. One fall we 
came to register in Old Main and he was 
downstairs blowing out rock so they 
could build another room. Every time a 
blast went off, the dust would cover 
everything upstairs where we were 
registering. 
Duke: In the area we called the 
triangle , Dean Kidd decided to level off 
the rocks. He had a large piece of sheet 
steel that he would put over dynamite 
caps so the effects of the blast would go 
down into the ground. Something hap
pened one day - he was called away 
(probably a put-up) - and some 
students added considerably more 
dynamite to his charge. The steel sheet 
went way up and on the way back down 
it cut every light and pole wire around 
there. It was said that the dean didn't 
say a word, just walked away. 
Tillman: When we were in school, if 
any of the teams had a big victory they 
would block the bridge across the arroyo 
(now University Avenue) so nobody 
could go to class. 
Ball: In so many ways this is a much 
better school than it was, but it has lost 
some of the intimacy it had when it was 
small. 
Patterson: I am very thankful I was 
able to start more or less with the begin
ning of this institution. I'm very proud 
of it. 
Duke: The University is the people 
who have been here and are here . The 
students basically haven't changed: 
They are eager, interested, hard work
ing, trying to get ahead, and don't have 
enough money. D 
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