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I ra Joral  emon
By Leon Metz in
Berkel  ey,  Ca1 i fornia
February 20, L969

M: When d id  you f i rs t  go  to  M6x ico?

In  1907.  I  went  to  B ' i sbee when I  came out  o f  co l lege and l i ved  there  fo r

15  years .  B jsbee is  on ly  n ine  mi les  f rom the  Mex ican border .  I  was  a

geo log is t ,  and a f te r  a  coup le  o f  years  I  was  sent  to  make examinat ions  a l l

over  the  Southwest .  Many o f  them were  in  Sonora ,  and my f i rs t  bus iness

t r ip  was to  Cananea in  1909.  I  was  then work ing  fo r  the  Ca lumet  and

Ar izona Min ing  Company.  They  had a  very  success fu l  m in ing  proper ty  in

B isbee .  I t  was  es tab l j shed  by  M ich igan  peop le ,  so  i t  was  Ca lumet  and

Ar izona.  When I  went  there ,  they  had th ree  or  four  good mines  jn  the

Bisbee d is t r j c t .  I  was  soon pu t  in  charge o f  exp lo ra t ion ,  1and1 a  few years

a f te rward  we deve loped the  b ig  New Corne l ja  Mine  in  A jo ,  ou t  in  western

Ar jzona.  There  were  copper  mjnes .  The B isbee proper ty  and the  A jo  p roper ty

were  taken over  by  Phe lps  Dodge in  1931.  They  are  two o f  the  th ree  b ig

proper t ies  o f  the  Phe lps  Dodge Corpora t ' ion .  So the  Ca lumet  and Ar izona

los t  i t s  jden t i t y  and  was  mixed  in  w j th  Phe lps  Dodge.  I  had  le f t  the

company then. I  lef t  the company ' in 1922 to come up here and go into

consu l t i ng  work .  I  was  ass is tan t  genera l  manager  when  I  l e f t .

When d id  you f i rs t  meet  Co lone l  Greene?

In  e i ther  1909 or  1910.  Co lone l  Greene had been eased ou t  as  head o f  the

Cananea proper ty .  He wasn ' t  an  opera tor .  He had wonder fu l  imag ina t ion

and had s ta r ted  a  lo t  o f  the  very  good jndus t r ia l  th ings  as  we l l  as  the

Cananea mjnes ,  bu t  he  cou ldn ' t  opera te  and  los t  money  s tead j l y .  /He  ra jsed

money '  by  se l l ing  s tock ,  bu t  f ina l l y  he  reached the  end and the  predecessor

of  the Anaconda Company took over the property--bought hjm out.  He had to
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accept  an  o f fe r  tha t  they  made h ' im,  wh jch  gave h im enough so  tha t  he  d idn ' t

need much sympathy.

Do you know any  o f  the  ins ide  happen ings  o f  th is?

I t 's  a l l  in Sgmg!!-r  lgplst .  I  looked al l  that  up. I  knew most of  the

pr inc ipa ls .  l - !  had  met  them jn  connect ion  w i th  my work  fo r  the  copper

company.

Who were some of them?

ln le l l ,  the  most  in te res t ing  one o f  them was Lawson,  a  fan tas t ic  charac ter

who worked la rge ly  in  the  s tock  marke t .  Thby  weren ' t  as  par t i cu la r  then- -

there  wasn ' t  any  Secur i ty  and Exchange Commiss ion- -bu t  he  worked in  the  marke t

and s ta r ted  some compan ies  jn  But te ,  Montana,  and was t ry ing  to  ge t  ho ld  o f

compan ies  in  Ar izona.  Among o ther  th ings ,  he  wanted  to  ge t  Cananea,  an

ex t remely  r i ch  d is t r i c t  wh ich  Co lone l  Greene had go t  ho ld  o f  th rough the

widow o f  Co lone l  Pesque i ra ,  one o f  the  very  amus ing  charac ters  in  the  ear ly

days  o f  Sonora .  Romgr t i c  Copper  te l l s  the  who le  s to ry ,  how Co lone l  Greene

had the  most  unbe l ievab le  t ime fo r  45  years .  He had been an  unsuccess fu l

gamb' le r ,  d runk ,  mjner ,  cowpuncher  and every th ing  e1se,  and he  deve loped the

idea that he was good for something better than that.  Copper was then much

in  the  pub l ic  eye  due to  But te  and some o f  the  Ar izona camps,  so  he  sa id  he

was go ' ing  to  ge t  h imse l f  a  copper  m ' ine .

He  was  then  l i v ing  in  Char les ton ,  wh ich  i s  jus t  a  few mi les  f rom Tombstone .

He wou ld  go  up  to  Tombstone and work  fo r  a  l j t t le  wh j le  and then pu t  the  nnney

in  the  ranch he  had on  the  San Pedro  R iver  jn  Char les ton .  But  tha t  bare ly

kept  h ' im a l  i ve  and he  wanted  someth ' ing  be t te r .  Bu t  he  had a  few ca t t le ,  and

the  ca t t le  wou ld  d r i f t  ac ross  the  border in to  M6x ico- - there  was no  l ' i ne  fence

M:
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t hen - -and  Greene  wou ld  fo l l ow  them the re .  He  fo l l owed  them down  one  t ime

fu r the r  t han  usua l  t o  Cananeao  wh ich  was  40  m i les  sou th  o f  t he  bo rde r .  He

had seen enough of  mjn ' ing to  know that  j ron s ta ined mounta ' ins were of ten

assoc ia ted  w i th  copper ,  and  the  i ron  s ta in ing  i n  Cananea  was  spec tu la r ,  t he

mos t  spec tacu ia r  i r on  s ta ins  show ing  anywhere  i n  t he  wor ld .  So  he  dec ided

tha t  he  wan ted  to  ge t  ho ld  o f  Cananea .  And  Pesque i ra ,  who  had  been  in  cha rge

o f  t he  Mex ican  a rmy  con t i ngen t  i n  t ha t  pa r t  o f  M6x ico  under  Po r f i r i o  D iaz

(who  was  t hen  P res iden t ) ,  had  bu i l t  a  l i t t l e  sme l t e r  and  go t  h i s  so ld i e r s

and  o the rs  to  m jne  the  r j ch  o re .  He  sme l ted  and  hau led  the  copper  down  to

Guaymas  and  sh ipped  i t  t o  Swansea ,  l ^ l a les ,  and  made  a  I  i t t l e  money  by  i t .  Then

he  d ied ,  and  h i s  w idow,  who  was  then  a  n j ce  Mex ican  woman  o f  50 ,  had  the

p roper t y  and  d idn ' t  know wha t  t o  do  j t .  Co lone l  Greene  found  th j s  ou t  and

wen t  t o  ca l l  on  t he  w idow .  He  spoke  good  Span i sh ,  and  j n  add i t i on  had  a

ve ry  p leas ' i ng  pe rsona l i t y .  I  t h ink  he  was  a  mos t  pe rsonab le  man  and  impressed

anyone  as  be jng  unusua l ;  and  he  impressed  Se f ro ra  Pesque i ra  a  g rea t  dea l .

They  became good  f r j ends ,  and  he  go t  he r  t o  g ' i ve  h im  an  op t i on  on  the  p rope r t y .

Were they rnore than f r iends?

No ,  no .  I ' ve  neve r  hea rd  i t  sugges ted  tha t  t he re  was  no re  than  tha t .  Ne i the r

one  o f  t hem were  young  then .  Co lone l  Greene  was  then  abou t  50  and  she  mus t

have  been  a t  l eas t  50 .  He  b rough t  some o f  h i s  f r i ends  the re  to  he lp  run  the

proper ty .  J im Ki rk  was the foreman f rom Tombstone,  and a very good miner ,

so  he  b rough t  K i r k  down  to  run  the  m ine .  Ed  Massey  was  more  o f  a  sa lesman

than  a  m ine r ,  bu t  good  a t  ge t t i ng  a long  w i th  peop le .  The  th ree  o f  t hem took

ove r  p rope r t i es  i n  Cananea  and  s ta r ted  to  m ine  a  l i t t l e  o re .  The re  was  some

very r ich ore near  the sur face,  and they got  enough money so Colonel  Greene
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repor te rs  and h i tched /up /  h ls  beaut ' i fu l  p r iva te  / ra i l road/  car ,  and a l l  the

cou ld  ca r ry  ou t  h j s  amb i t i on  and  go  to  New York  to  se l l  s tock  and  f i nance

the  l a rge  amoun t  o f  money  tha t  wou ld  be  necessa ry  to  b r i ng  these  p rope r t i es

to rea l  product ' ion.  There he ran in to Lawson and they had some of  the most

amus ing  expe r iences  tha t  eve r  happened .  They  were  a l t e rna te l y  dea r  f r i ends

L ; {  t hey  wou ld  f i gh t .  They  wou ld  ca l l  each  o the r  t e r r i b le  names .  They

wou ld  t r y  t o  ge t  t he  bes t  o f  Eu rW o the r ,  and  one  t ime  ( th i s  i s  i n  t he  book )

Lawson  had  succeeded  in  cance l l i ng  a  con t rac t  t ha t  he  had  made  w i th  Greene

by  wh ich  Greene  wou ld  have  go t  a  b igge r  j n te res t  i n  t he  company .  Greene  came

back  f rom Cananea  to  New York .  Lawson  was  then  j n  Bos ton ,  and  Greene  sa id

he  was  go ing  to  shoo t  Lawson  on  s igh t .  Lawson  sa id  he  wou ld  we lcome h im- -

wou ld  be  g lad  to  do  i t .  They  thnea tened  each  o the r .  So  Greene  go t  a  l o t  o f

repor te rs  u ren t  up  to  Bos ton  w i th  h im / to  see h im/  a t tack  Lawson.  A l l  o f  them

went to where Lawson was staying and thought they were going to have a shoot ing

match  r igh t  away.  Greene went  in  the  o f f i ce  b lus te r jng ,  and Lawson go t  up ,

and they stood there and looked at  each other for  two or three minutes not

say ing  any th ing .  F jna l l y  Greene  smi led  and  sa id ,  "He l l ,  l e t ' s  have  a  d r ink l "

And Lawson sa id ,  " l t ' s  on  mel "  So they  went  and had a  dr ink  and ad jus ted

a l l  the i r  t roub les  r igh t  away .  Th is ,  I  th ink ,  i s  abso lu te ly  s t ra igh t .  I

go t  i t  f rom peop le  who knew them both  we l l .

D id  you ever  see Greene 's  p r iva te  car?

That 's  where  I  go t  acqua in ted  w ' i th  h im.  In  1909,  a f te r  he  had been eased

out  o f  the  pres idency  o f  the  Cananea Company,  he  s t i l l  had  the  b ig  ranches .

He had the  th ree  most  beaut i fu l  ca t t le  ranches  in  the  wor ld ,  I  th ' ink . ,  They

were  ad jo in ing .  The Turkey  Track  ranch in  Sonora  was a  pr inc ipa l i t y  wh ich

ex tended fo r  as  much as  f i f t y  mi les  south  o f  the  border .  /T t  was /  an
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enormous ranch o f  idea l  g raz ing  land;  cou ldn ' t  have been be t te r .  In  the

nor thwestern  par t  o f  th js ,  near  the  s ta t ion  o f  Santa  Cruz  on  the  ra i l road

tha t  went  f rom Noga les  to  Cananea (wh ich  was then the  Southern  Pac i f i c  o f

M6x ico) ,  Co lone l  0 reene had go t  con t ro l  o f  a  copper  p rospec t  tha t  he  was

very  en thus ias t ic  about .  l , r lh j le  he  was ou t  o f  Cananea,  he  wanted  to  ge t  back

in to  the  copper  bus iness ,  so  he  went  up  to  see the  genera l  manager  o f  the

company I  was  work ing  fo r - -Ca lumet  and Ar izona- -and induced h im to  have an

examinat ion  made.  So the  manager  sent  me down- - I  was  do ing  examin ing  then- -

to  make th is  examinat ion .  Co lone l  Greene was go ing  ou t  to  inspec t  tha t

par t  o f  h js  ranch and went  ou t ' in  the  Verde,  h ' i s  beaut i fu l  car ,  and took

me a1ong.  So I  spent  th ree  or  four  days  jn  the  Verde w i th  Co lone l  Greene.

In  the  day t ime I  wou ld  go  ou t  and look  a t  th is  mjne  and take  some samples ,

and he  wou ld  r ide  over  h is  ranch,  In  the  even ing  the  Mex ican ranch fo remen

would  come in  to  ta lk  w i th  h im and i t  was  most  jn te res t ing  to  see the  deep

respec t  and a f fec t jon  tha t  they  had fo r  Co lone l  Greene.  They  a l l  ca l led

h im "Meester  Greene- - they  never  ca l led  h im Co lone l  a t  a l l - -and thought  he

was wonder fu l .  And he  knew exac t ly  how to  t rea t  them and he  l i ked  them.

I t  wasn ' t  any  p re tense  o r  any th ing  bad  in  j t ;  he  ius t  l i ked  them.  And  so

they  apprec ia ted  tha t  and wou ld  have done any th ing  fo r  h im.  And so  every

even ing  a f te r  I  came jn  f rom look ing  a t  the  mines  he  wou ld  have them in  the

Verde and would keep thern for  d ' inner,  which would be something they had

never  seen.  They  had been used to  l ' i v ing  on  beans and to r t i l l as  and a  l i t t ie

dr ied meat.  And he had a very good colored cook on the Verde and would

g ive  them a  mea l  tha t  they 'd  never  heard  o f  be fore .  When i t  was  bu i l t  i t

was  the  bes t  p r iva te  car  tha t  had ever  been bu j l t .  He had i t  fu rn ished fo r

h im,  and  fo r  tha t  t ime  i t  was  ius t  a  magn i f i c ien t  and  luxur ious  ca r .
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Cou ld  you  te l l  abou t  wha t ' i t  was  l i ke  on  the  ins ide?

l , ,Je l l ,  the  rear  o f  the  car  had a  smal ' l  observa t ion  compar tment  w i th  an  obser -

va t ion  p la t fo rm in  the  back  tha t  wou ld  seat  perhaps  10  or  15  peop ' le ,  a rmcha ' i rs

on  bo th  s ides .  Then there  was a  cor r idor ,  and on  one s ' ide  j t  opened in to

four  o r  f i ve  s leep ing  compar tments - -very  we l l  fu rn ished,  very  n ice .  In

f ron t  o f  tha t  was  the  d in ' i ng  ca r ,  i n  wh ich  the re  was  a  long  tab1e .  He  cou ld

eas i l y  have 12  or  more  fo r  d ' inner  there .  As  I  remember ,  i t  was  very  n ' i ce ly

fu rn ished w j th  a  long brown mahogany tab len  n ice  fu rn i tu re  and arm cha i rs

to  s i t  in .  And he  had two co lo red  servants ,  a  cook ,  and one who served as

waj te r  and made up the  rooms.  I  can ' t  remember  exac t ly  what  tha t  looked l i ke

because o f  o ther  p r iva te  cars ,  bu t  a t  tha t  t ime i t  was  the  bes t  th ing  tha t

had ever  been bu i l t .  I t  was  a  beaut i fu l  car .

I s  i t  s t i l l  i nex js tence?  Does  anyone  s t j l l  have  i t?

I t  has  been rebu i l t .  Sorne t ime a f te r  Co lone l  Greene had d ied ,  i t  was  bought

by  Dr .  R jcke t ts  and John Greenway,  who were  two o f  the  lead ing  min ing  men.

John Greenway was manager of  the company I  worked for,  Calumet and Ar izona,

and R icke t ts  was f i rs t  one o f  the  top  consu l tan ts  and then manager  a t

Cananea.  He was pu t  in  by  Anaconda when they  took ' i t  away f rom Co lone l

Greene,  and opera ted  i t  very  success fu l ]y ,  and then /he /  was  pres jdent  o f

I nsp i ra t i on  Copper  Company  j n  A r i zona .  So  he  was  a  ve ry  em inen t  m in ing  man

and  p r "obab l y  t he  mos t  i n t e l l ec tua l  o f  a l l  t he  m in ing  men .  He  was  a  Ph .  D .

f rom Pr ince ton ,  i n  geo ' l ogy ,  and  was  ex t reme ly  good .  He  became respons ib ' l e

fo r  qu i te  a  number  o f  p rope r t i es  w i th  ex t reme ly  d i f f j cu l t  p rob lems  in

meta l l u rgy  and  m jn ing ,  and  was  so  good  and  wou ld  i nves t i ga te  eve ry th ing  so

thoroughly  that  every one of  them went  per fect ly  f rom the day i t  opened.

t4:
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The New Cornel  ia property at  Ajo that  we took up had a type of  ore that

never  had been t rea ted  success fu l ' l y  be fore ,  and the  grea tes t  eng ineers  in

the  count ry  sa id  i t  cou ldn ' t  be  done.  But  Greenway and R icke t ts  thought ' i t

cou ld  be  done.  R icke t ts  was then consu l t ing  eng ineer  fo r  the  company 6r {

Greenway the  manager .  They  bu ' i1 t  a  p i lo t  p lan t  and spent  near ly  two years

in  tes t  work ,  f i r s t  in  the  labora tory ,  then a  10- ton  a  day  p1ant ,  then a

40- ton  a  day  p lan t .  Then  they  bu i l t  the  b jg  p lan t - -b ig  then- -5 ,000  tons  a

day .  And w i th  th is  ne t^ t  p rocess  tha t  no  one thought  cou ld  poss ib ly  work ,  the

mi l l  equa l led  the  p roduc t ion  and  the  recovery  and  the  cos ts  in  the  f i r s t

month  o f  opera t jon- -a  th ' ing  tha t  had never  been done be fore ,  and I  don ' t

th ink  j t  has  been  equa led  s ince .

Dr.  R' icketts was a very wonderful  person. F{ became a very good

f r iend  o f  m ' ine  and  I  d id  a  lo t  o f  work  fo r  h im and  knew h im we l l .  I  had

a very deep respect for  h im.

Greene had a  locomot ive  to  pu l l  th is  car?

0h,  yes .  I t  was  Southern  Pac i f i c  o f  M6x ico .  I ^ lhen he  wanted  to  go ,  they 'd

have  a  spec ia l  l oconp t i ve  and  a  l i t t l e  coach  fo r  the  c rew to  be  in ,  and

then  the  Verde  a t  the  end .  Verde  means  g reen  in  Snan ish ,  so  he  named i t

fo r  h jmse l f .  They  took  h im around,  and when he  went  to  New York ,  they

h i tched the  Verde on  one o f  the  good t ra ins  go ing  to  New York .  So fo r  about

the  10  years  tha t  h ' i s  g rea tness  las ted ,  he  t rave led  everywhere  jn  the  Verde.

D id  he  inv i te  in  jus t  the  fo remen,  o r  d r 'd  he  inv i te  the  vaqueros?

A few o f  them wou ld  come in .  They  a l l  jus t  worsh iped h im- - thought  he  was

wonder fu l .  Bu t  there  were  too  many o f  them,  he  cou ldn ' t  ask  them in .  So

i f  there  was any  reason- - j f  he  asked one o f  them to  te l l  about  ca t t le  in

M:
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one par t i cu la r  a rea ,  he 'd  ask  h jm in .  Bu t  i t  was  p r inc ipa l l y  the  fo remen.

How about  h is  co lo red  cooks?

0h, they thought he was wonderful  I  They were f jne.  very good cooks. yes,

everybody thought  the  wor ld  o f  h jm.  He knew how to  ge t  on  w i th  peop le  and

was  genu ' ine .  I t  wasn ' t  pu t  on  a t  a l l .  He  d id  
' l  

i ke  peop le .  I t  was  genu ine .

He was a very remarkabl  e person, for  one as f1 amboyant as he was, because he

was an  ex t remely  f lamboyant  penson in  every th ing  he  d id .  He spent  a  lo t  o f

money and always wanted to I  ive better than anyone had done before--on a

h igher  sca le .  But  in  sp j te  o f  tha t  he  was very  qu ie t .  He a ' lways  spoke in

a  very  gent le  vo ice .  And f r iend ' l y .  He was an  exceed ing ly  n ice  person.

Everybody  l i ked  h im.  Tha t  was  one  o f  h j s  t roub les .  He  l i ked  peop le  so  much

tha t  he  cou ldn ' t  p i ck  good  ones  to  run  h is  opera t ions .  He  wou ld  p ick  peop le

he l i ked ,  no t  peop le  who were  ab le .  And once he  p icked them,  he  was so

loya l  to  them tha t  he  never  wou ld  f i re  them.

Can you th ink  o f  any  examples  tha t  a re  no t  in  your  book?

I  pu t  most  o f  i t  in  the  book .  He had Ke j th  s ta r t ing  a t  45  or  48  years  o1d.

In  the  10  years  tha t  fo l lowed,  he  conce ived and brought  w i th in  s igh t  o f

success  four  o f  the  grea tes t  opera t jons  in  the  h is to ry  o f  the  Southwest :

Cananea was the  f i rs t ,  and because o f  the  fac t  tha t  he  cou ldn ' t  run  i t

p roper ' l y ,  tha t  los t  money.  And when Anaconda took  i t  over ,  the  predecessor

o f  Anaconda,  they  made j t  one o f  the  grea t  mines  tha t  has  pa id  hundreds  o f

m j l l i ons  o f  do l la rs  jn  d iv idends  and  they  a re  now inc reas ing  the  p roduc t ' i on

to  ten  o f  f i f t een  thousand  tons  a  day  o f  ve ry  1ow grade  o re ,  and ' i t  w i l l

go  fo r  another  40  or  50  years .  I t ' s  one o f  the  grea t  copper  mines .  Dr .

R ' i cke t ts  bu i l t  i t  up  and  made ' i t  a  g rea t  m ine .
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M . How b ig  a  man was Greene? What  d id  he  look  l i ke?

He was  ra ther  ta l l - - I ' d  say  he  was  f i ve  fee t  ten  o r  e leven ;  fa i r l y  heavy

se t ,  w i th  a  ruddy  face- -he 'd  been  ou t ' i n  the  sun  so  much ,  the  Sou thwes te rn

sun- -a  very  ruddy  face ,  and a  beaut i fu l  b rown hand lebar  mustache,  wh ich  was

a lways  very  we l l  kep t .  Gray  ha i r  and hand lebar  mustache.

D id  he  have  a l l  o f  h i s  ha i r?

He had  qu i te  a  lo t  o f  ha i r ,  yes .  A  lo t  o f  g ray  ha i r  and  th is  beau t i fu l

mustache.  And as  I  remember ,  he  had p leasant  b lue  eyes .  A  very  engag ing

person .  You  cou ld  te l l  tha t  he  be l ieved  in  h imse l f .  He  wasn ' t  t r y ing  to

cheat  peop le ,  bu t  he  rea l l l y  be l ieved in  h imse l f .  And d id  a  wonder fu l  iob .

And  fo r  a  man w i th  h is  background ,  w i th  no  educa t ion  a t  a ' l l ,  and  t i l l

fo r ty - f i ve  jus t  a  more  or  less  wor " th less  cowpuncher ,  and miner ,  f ina l l y

go t  a  few ca t t le  and ran  a  smal l  ca t t le  ranch.  Then to  conce ive  these

four  th ings ;  Cananea the  f i rs t  one.  Then they  needed t imber  there  and /Fe /

knew tha t  there  was a  lo t  o f  t imber  in  the  S ie r ra  Madre  on  the  l ine  be tween

Chihuahua and Sonora ,  and so  he  go t  together  a  b ig  a rea  there- -ca l led  j t

the  S ie r ra  Madre  Land and T imber  Company- -and bu i l t  the  ra i l road.  Are  you

fami l  ia r  w i th  tha t  count ry - -Ch ihuahua?

Yes ,  s i r .

We11,  you know the  western  l ine  o f  the  ra j l road tha t  goes  down to  Cree l  and

then back  to  Ch jhuahua C i ty - - the  one tha t  goes  pre l ty  near ly  west  fo r  a

wh i le ,  then tu rns  south  r igh t  a long the  edge o f  the  S ie r ra  Madre  down to

Cree l  and then comes back  aga in  to  Ch ihuahua C i ty?  He bu i l t  tha t  ra i l road.

He s ta r ted  to  bu i ld  i t  bu t  then ran  ou t  o f  money and go t  some ra i l road

peop le  to  f j n i sh  j t .  So  he  d idn ' t  con t ro l  the  ra i l road .  And  tha t  wen t

th rough  h is  t imber .  And  he  bu i l t  a  lo t  o f  sawmi l l s .  And  s ince  then  i t  has

M:

J :
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been  ve ry  success fu l .  Bu t  he  d j dn ' t  know  how  to  r un  i t - - d i dn ' t  ge t  t he

r igh t  peop ' l e  so  he  l os t  a  l o t  o f  money  on  tha t .

Were  these  peop le  f rom the  S ta tes ,  o r  d id  he  h i re  Mex jcan  peop le?

A  g rea t  many  o f  t hem were  h i s  o ld  f r i ends  i n  t he  S ta tes .

D ' i d  t hey  de l i be ra te l y  t ake  advan tage  o f  h im?

They  weren ' t  equ ipped  to  hand le  i t .  They  were  h i s  o ld  f r i ends .  They  had

no  i ndus t r i a l  expe r i ence  and  t hey  d i dn ' t  know  how  to  do  i t .  I  don ' t  t h i nk

they  took  advan tage  o f  h im .  I  knew J im  K i r k ,  who  was  the  m in ing  man .  He

was  a  t yp i ca l  o ld  t ime  Ar i zona  m ine r  and  m jne  fo reman .  F ine  pe rson .

Wha t  d i d  J im  l ook  I  i ke?

J im was  med ' i um he igh t  and  ra the r  t h in  w i th  scan ty  g ray  ha ' i r - -had  qu i te  a

la rge  nose  and  th in  face  and  ve ry  rugged  comp lex ion ;  was  a  ve ry  good  m ine

fo reman  bu t  d i dn ' t  have  t he  ab i l i t y  t o  r un  a  m jne .  So  when  D r .  R j cke t t s

took over ,  he knew he had to have someone who could put  in  new methods of

m in ' i ng  and  cu t  t he  m in jng  cos ts ,  so  he  took  away  the  m ine  fo reman  o f  one  o f

ou r  m jnes  j n  B j sbee ,  one  o f  t he  Ca lume t  and  A r i zona  p rope r t j es  i n  B i sbee ,

a man named M' i tchel l  who was an ext remely good miner  and had a pret ty  good

educa t i on .  He  cu t  t he  m in ing  cos ts  way  down  a t  Cananea  and  made  i t  poss ib le

for  them to make money.

Wha t  d id  t v l i t che ' l l  l ook  l i ke?

He  l ooked  l i ke  a  scho la r .  He  was  t a l l  and  t h i n ,  had  a  l j t t l e  mus tache ,  was

ve ry ,  ve r y  qu ' i e t ;  l ooked  I  j ke  a  p ro fesso r ,  r ea l1y .  He  d i dn ' t  l ook  I  i ke  a

m ine  boss  a t  a l l .  He  had  been  a  ve ry  good  m jne  fo rman  fo r  us  i n  B i sbee  and

an  ex t reme ly  good  m ine r  i n  Cananea .  He  dev i sed  a  new method  o f  m in ing  i n

heavy  g round  tha t  was  so  success fu l  ' i t  j s  s t i l l  used  i n  many  m jnes .  I t

was  ca l l ed  t he  M i t che l l  s l i ce .  He  cu t  s l i ces  ac ross  t he  o re  and  t hen  m ined

M:
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M :

J :
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the  ore  be tween these s l  i ces .  So l t l i t che l l  was  an  ex t remely  good miner .

Did Colonel  Greene have much sense of  humor?

Very ' l j t t l e .  I  don ' t  remember  h is  laugh ing  a t  a l l .  He  was  ra ther  se r ious .

He was very  f r iend ly  and n ice .  I  cou ldn ' t  encourage h im about  h is  m ' ine

near  Santa  Cruz .  I  had to  tu rn  j t  down.  I t  never  has  made any th ing  s ince

then,  so  I  was  r igh t .  In  sp ' i te  o f  tha t  he  was jus t  as  f r iend ly - -he  knew

what  I  thought  o f  i t - - jus t  as  f r iend ly  as  cou ld  be .  Very  n ice  person.

D id  he  have  any  re l ig ious  p r inc ip les?

I  don ' t  th ink  he  had  a  s ign  o f  any .  Never  heard  tha t  he  d ' i d .

Was he  an  agnost ic  o r  an  Athe is t?

I  don ' t  th ink  he  ever  pa id  any- -wou ld  no t  speak  o f .  I  don ' t  th ink  he  ever

be longed to  any  church .  0 f  course  he  had l i ved  away ou t ' in  the  woods.  There

wasn ' t  much  chance  to  p ick  up  any  re l ig ious  exper ience .  I  never  heard  j t

suggested ,  whether  he  had ever  gone to  church .

D id  he  swear  much?

No,  h is  language  was- -we l l ,  he  ta l ked  very  l i t t l e .  Sa id  ve ry  l i t t l e  in  any

way,  and what  he  d id  say  was sa id  very  qu ie t ' l y .  I  can ' t  remember  h is  swear ing .

l , ,Jas he wel l  read? Was he scholar ly? Could he read?

0h,  yes .  He had some educat ion ,  no t  much.  But  he  was an  adventurer ,  so  he

came West  and wandered around t i l l  he  go t  these four  b ig  ideas- - f i rs t  was

Cananea;  then the  t imber  in  Ch ihuahua;  and then he  had the  idea o f  ge t t ing

a l l  the  o ld  s i l ve r  m ines  tha t  had  p roduced  a  lo t  o f  s i l ve r  under  the  Span ish

reg ime a  coup le  o f  hundred years  ear l ie r  and pu t t ing  them together  in  one

b ig  company .  And  he  d jdn ' t  have  anyone  to  nun i t ,  so  tha t  los t  money  very

qu ick ly - - tha t  went  bump very  qu ick1 .y .  And then he  go t  the  idea o f  go ing

back into the area around Casa Grande where there were the remains of  the

M .
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M :

J :



Joral  emon I2

M:

' i r r i ga t i on  d i t ches  tha t  some ea r l i e r  I nd jans  had  had  hundreds  o f  yea rs  ago ,

a l l  ove rg rown ,  gone  to  p ioces .  A l l  t ha t  was  l e f t  was  the  B ig  House- - the

Casa  Grande- -wh ' i ch  was  fa l l i ng  to  p ieces .  You  cou ld  ba re l y  t race  the

i r r i ga t i on  d i t ches .  And  Greene  go t  t he  i dea  o f  pu t t i ng  i n  an  ea r th  dam

ac ross  t he  G i l a ,  i r r i ga t i ng  t ha t  a rea  a round  Casa  Grande  i n  t he  G i l a  Va l l ey

tha t  j s  now  one  o f  t he  r i ches t  pa r t s  o f  t he  Sa l t  R i ve r  Va l l ey .  So  he  so ld

s tock  and  ra i sed  money  on  t ha t ,  and  b rough t  i t  w i t h i n  s i gh t  o f  success .  0 f

cou rse  now i t ' s  wo r th  t housands  o f  do l l a r s  an  ac re ,  some  o f  t he  bes t  l and

jn  A r j zona .  Bu t  i us t  as  r t  qo t  ready  to  make  money ,  a  f l ood  came a long  and

took  ou t  h i s  dam and  i t  wen t  f l ooey .  Eve ry th ing  wen t  excep t  f o r  t he  ranch .

These  th ree  ranches  tha t  he  he ld  were  so  good  tha t  he  cou ldn ' t  spo i l

t hem.  The  home ranch  was  the  one  nea r  Here fo rd  i n  A r i zona .  Tha t  t ook  i n

a l l  t he  l and  f rom the  l t { ex i can  bo rde r  no r th  to  abou t  Benson ,  abou t  40  m i les

no r th .  And  then  on  the  o the r  s ide  o f  t he  Huachuca  Moun ta ins ,  on  the  Amer i can

s ' i de ,  was  t he  San  Ra fae l  Ranch ,  t he  mos t  beau t i f u l  r anch  i n  t he  wo r l d .  I ' ve

r i dden  ac ross  i t .  I t ' s  r o l f i ng  h i l l s  w i t h  oak  t r ees  and  t he  h i ghe r  h i l l s

have  b rush  tha t  i s  good  fo r  b rowse  in  the  d ry  seasons  when  the re  i sn ' t  g rass .

I t ' s  an  i dea l  ranch .  And  Greene  made  tha t  h i s  ranch  fo r  ra i s ing  b looded

Here fo rd  bu l l s .  A  r ^ ronder fu l  ranch .  And  fo r  a  l ong  t ime  he  so ld  the  bes t

Here fo rd  ca t t l e  t ha t  were  anywhere .  Sou th  o f  t he  bo rde r  was  the  b ig

Turkey  T rack  ranch ,  as  I  say  a  p r i nc ipa l i t y .  A t  one  t ime  I  t h ink  the re  were

l fo r t y  t o  s ' i x t y  t housand  ca t t l  e  .

Wha t  d j d  t he  ranch  house  l ook  l i ke ,  t he  ranch  a t  He re fo rd?

I t  wasn ' t  b i g .  I ' ve  been  t he re .  I t  wasn ' t  a  b i g  r anch .  He  d j dn ' t  spend

much  t jme  t he re ,  he  spen t  h i s  t ime  i n  Cananea .  He  had  a  beau t i f u l  house in

Cananea ,  Mex ' i can  s t y le  house .  Bu t  t he  house  i n  Here fo rd  was  a  two-s to ry
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house  w i th ,  oh ,  no t  over  s i x  o r  seven  rooms.  I t  wasn ' t  a  b ig  house ,  bu t  a

n ice - look ing  house .  Here fo rd  was  in  Ar i zona  abou t  25  mt  les  wes t  o f  B isbee .

I t ' s  on  the  San  Pedro  r i ve r  jus t  eas t  o f  the  beau t i fu l  Huachuca  Mounta ins .

I t  was a f rame house as I  remember.

What  d id  you mean by  a  p r inc ipa l i t y?

h le11 ,  so  beau t i fu l  and  so  r i ch .  Th is  g rea t  a rea- -hundreds  o f  square  m i les

o f  ro l l i ng  coun t ry ,  beau t i fu l  g rassy  coun t ry - - the  l i t t l e  mounta ins  in

be tween covered  w i th . . .a re  you  fami l j a r  w i th  ca t t l e  ranch ing?

Somewhat ,  y€S.

Browse.  I t  had idea l  b rowse so  tha t  in  the  dr ies t  year  the  ca t t le  cou ld

a lways  ge t  th rouoh.  And the  Sonora  R iver ,  the  San Pedro  R iver ,  and the

Santa  Cruz  R iver  a l l  th ree  o f  them headed in  the  center  o f  tha t  ranch,

near  the  Cananea lv lounta ins .  You had the  th ree  r i vers  go ing  ou t  in  thnee

d i rec t ions ,  and a lways  ample  water .  And so  j t  was  a  per fec t l y  wonder fu l

idea  fo r  a  ranch.  I t  was  so  good tha t  he  cou ldn ' t  spo i l  i t .  He had a  s tep-

son, whose name I  can' t  remember,  who turned out to be a very good ranch

manager ,  and he  ran  the  ranch.  In  la te r  years ,  when B i l l  Greene or  h is  sons

threatened to become busted, a year or two of  income from the ranch would

put  them on the i r  fee t  aga in .

You  men t ioned  ano the r  house  i n  Cananea .

Yes .  I  neve r  was  i n  t ha t  house ,  bu t  i t  was  on

w i th  a  v iew  o f  t he  Cananea  Moun ta ins  and  ac ross

i s  on  the  bo rde r  nea r  Naco ,  and  a  ra the r  l a rge

adobe  house ,  we l l  shaded  w i th  co t tonwood  t rees .

l i t t l e  l awn  a round  i t .

a I  i t t l e  h ' i l ; l  ,  n j ce - look ing ,

to San Jos6 l '4ounta' in,  which

wander i  ng ,  Span ' i sh- type house- -

Veny a t t rac t i ve  p1ace.  A
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How la rge  was i t?

I t  was  on ly  one s to ry  bu t  i t  looked as  though i t  was  75  or  a  hundned fee t

long,w i th  qu i te  a  number  o f  rooms.  As  I  say ,  I  jus t  went  in .  l ^ lhen I  went

w' i th him, i  went to the house before we went to the Verde and was in the

main  room,  and I  can ' t  remember  what  tha t  was  l i ke .

Did he spend much money?

Yes,  he spent  money.  He v las a great  gambler ,  for  one

un t i l  he  go t  i n to  the  copper  bus iness .  When  he  go t  a

the wheel  and gamble i t  away.

He  d idn ' t  do  much  poke r  p l ay i ng?

E j t he r  r ou le t t e  o r  b l ack jack .  I  t h i nk  b l ack jack  was

in  the  ea r l y  days .

How abou t  h i s  f am i l y?

th i ng ,  mos t  o f  h i s  1 i f e ,

f ew  do l l a r s ,  he ' d  p l ay

the b jg game at  Tombstone

I  don ' t  th ' ink  I  ever  met  h is  w i fe .  I  met  h ' i s  sons .  A f te r  th ' i s  book  was

pub l ished,  they  sa id  j f  I  ever  came down there  they  wou ld  shoot  me,  because

I  hadn ' t  made the  o ld  man a  t in  god a1 l  h is  l i fe .  They  were  very  angry .

How do you account for  the fact  that  you never met Mrs.  Greene?

t r le11,  I  saw h ' im jus t  when he  came to  B jsbee on  bus iness .  And on  th is  one

t r ip  when I  went  down there ,  I  was  in  the  car  a l l  the  t ime.  I  may have met

her  casua11y .  I  don ' t  remember ;  don ' t  th jnk  I  d id  even  tha t .

i , ' l ou ld  you ca l l  h im a  good fami ly  man?

He was exceed ing ly  fond o f  h is  ch i ld ren .  He had as  I  remember  two sons  and

a daughter ,  and when the  daughter  was a  l i t t le  g i r l  he  bu i l t  a  s rna l l  dam

across  the  San Pedro  to  i r r iga te  some o f  h is  g round w i th  and a  sudden f lood

came a long and took  ou t  the  dam.  And h is  daughter ,  who was a  smal l  g i r1 ,

perhaps  e igh t  o r  10 ,  was  p lay ing  down the  s t ream and she was drowned.  He
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was te r r ib ly  upset  by  tha t . He b lamed  the  ne iqhbor  downs t ream f rom h im

who  had  sa jd  tha t  he  wou ldn ' t  s tand  fo r  Greene  tak ing  the  wa te r - -he  wan ted

the  wa ten - -and  he  though t  t he  ne ighbor  had  dynami ted  the  dam.  He  hadn ' t .

And  he  wen t  up  to  Tombs tone  and  sho t  t h i s  ne ighbor .  I t ' s  i n  t he  book .  I

t r i ed  t o  ge t  a l l  t he  f ac t s  I  cou ld ,  and  I  t h i nk  i t ' s  abso lu te l y  au then t i c .

Bu t  he  rea l ' l y  d i d  t h i nk  so .  They 'd  been  f i gh t i ng  f o r  a ' l ong  t ime ,  had

threatened to k i l l  each other  severa l  t i rnes.  So when he went  up to  Tomb-

s tone  immed ia te l y  a f te r  t he  l i t t ] e  g i r l  had  been  k j l l ed ,  he  l ooked  up  the

man- - I  can ' t  r emember  h i s  name bu t  i t ' s  i n  t he  book - -and  sho t  h im .  They

had  a  t r i a l  r i gh t  away ,  and  s ince  they 'd  been  th rea ten ing  each  o the r ,  f o r

a  l ong  t ime ,  t hey  tu rned  h im  loose .

D id  Co lone l  Greene  chase  women?M:

. t .

M :

J :

M :

' t .

I  don ' t  th inkso .  I  never  heard  tha t  he  d id .  The

this man. And that upset that  part  of  the country

bo th  o f  them had  f r iends  and  they  d idn ' t  th ink  i t

b ig

a

WAS

scanda l  was  shoot ing

great  dea l ,  because

necessary .  And i t  was

due  to  the  fac t  t ha t  he  worsh ' i ped  th i s  I  i t t ] e  g i r l  .  He  was  i us t  ha l  f  c razy

a f te r  she  had  been  d rowned ,  and  he  b lamed  the  ne ighbor  fo r  j t .

Do you remember the sons?

I  j us t  remember  tha t  t he  o lde r  one  vvas  abou t  t he  same bu i l d  as  h j s  f a the r - -

p re t t y  f a i r l y  t a11  and  ra the r  heavy  se t .  Ra the r  p ' l easan t  l ook ' i ng .

Cou ld  they  do  the  th ings  the i r  f a the r  d id?

No ,  t hey  d j dn ' t  have  t he  imag ina t i on .  The  remarkab le  t h i ng  abou t  Co lone l

Greene  was  t he  imag ina t i on  t ha t  l e t  h im ,  w i t h  a l 1  h i s  l ack  o f  t r a i n i ng ,  t h i nk

ou t  en te rp r i ses  and  b r i ng  t hem to  w i t h i n  s i gh t  o f  success .  Bu t  he  cou ldn ' t

make  any  o f  t hem go  excep t  t he  ranch ,  wh ich  he  cou ldn ' t  spo ' i 1 .  And  as  fa r  as

I  know ,  t hey  d i dn ' t  have  any  o f  t ha t  a t  a l l I  haven ' t  hea rd  o f  t hem fo r
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a number  o f  years ,  bu t  fo r  a  long t ' ime they  took  an  ac t ive  par t  in  runn ing

the  ranches ,  and par t i cu la r ly  the  Turkey  Track .  A l though the  s tepson- - I

th ink  i t  was  a  s tepson- - ran  the  home ranch,  San Rafae l  Ranch.  They  spent

most  o f  the i r  t jme in  Cananea and ran  the  Turkey  Track .

Was the  s tepson a  son o f  h is  w i fe  by  a  fo rmer  mar r iage?

I  th ink  i t  was .  He had a  d i f fe ren t  name,  and I  can ' t  remember  what  the

name was.

D id  you ever  meet  the  s tepson? What  k ind  o f  fe l low was he?

He was a  good ca t t leman.  He was th in ,  sandy-ha j red ,  ra ther  th in  faced,  th in

in  every  way ,  qu ie t .  I  d idn ' t  know h im we l l - - knew h i rn  casua l l y - -don ' t

remember how I  happened to meet him, but I  know I  had met him. I  used to

go a1 l  over  tha t  par t  o f  the  count ry ,  so  I  met  everybody in  tha t  par t  o f

the  count ry .  He was a  n ice  fe l low.  Everybody l i ked  h im,  and he  was a  very

good ca t t leman.

He d idn ' t  ca re  abou t  m in ing?

Didn ' t  pay  any  a t ten t ion  to  i t .

i  n te res t .

He was  j us t  a  ca t t l eman .  Tha t  was  h j s  who le

I s  he  s t i l l  
' l i v ing?

I  have  no  idea .  0h ,  cou ldn ' t  be .  He  was  much  o lder  than  the

pre t ty  sure  tha t  he  d ied  a  long t ime ago.  I  remember  hear ing

sons .  I  'm

tha t  he  had.
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