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W:

S:

(Th is  i s  an  in te rv iew w i th  Dr .  Joseph R.  Smi ley ,  conducted  in  the
Pres iden t ' s  o f f i ce  on  Apr i l  27 ,1970 ,  by  Da le  L .  l ^ la l ke r  fo r  Nova
Magaz ine .  )

Dr .  smi ley ,  you 've  been back  a t  th is  un ivers i ty  now fo r  a lmost  a  year .

Can you ta lk  about  the  Un jvers i ty ' s  p r ion i t ies  and what  you see as  the

order of  business, so to speak?

Yes .  I t ' s  taken  me eas i l y  th i s  1ong ,  Da1e ,  to  beg in  to  red iscover

what changes have taken place: where we are,  what the emphasis has

been  and  i s  l i ke ly  to  be ,  and  what  the  rea l i t i es  o f  ou r  s i tua t ion

are.  There have of  course been many, many changes in the intervening

years .  I 'm very  p leased to  f ind  the  Un ivers i ty  where  i t  i s ,  p rogress-

ing  I  th ink  a long  very  so l id  and  reasonab le  l i nes  in  a  rea l i s t i c

fash ion .  we have added,  as  you know,  in  recent  years ,  w i th  the  appro-

p ia te  approva ls ,  a  number  o f  master ' s  leve l  degrees  in  a  number  o f

a reas ;  th is  i s  cer ta in ly  as  i t  shou ld  be ,  g iven  the  fac t  tha t  we

obv ious ly  have the  resources ,  the  facu l ty  s t rength ,  the  need and so

fo r th .  I t ' s  a l so  inev i tab le ,  I  th ink ,  tha t  i n  the  nex t  severa l

years there wi l l  be substant ia l  pressures upon us to move in some

areas toward the Ph. D. degree or a doctoral  degree of  one kind or

another;  perhaps a doctoral  degree in a more or less professional

a rea  tha t  w i l l  no t  be  the  Ph.  D.  To  c i te  an  example  ou t  o f  the  a i r ,

i t  may be a Doctor of  Sc' ience degree or a Doctor of  Engineer ing

degree, or some such degree as that.

I f  I  can intemupt you just  a moment,  do we have any reason to feel

s l igh ted  a t  a l l  tha t  the  Un ivers i ty  o f  Ar l ing ton  was recent ly  g ran ted

a doctor '  s program, I  bel  i  eve, ' in psychol  ogy?

The Regents  approved th is ,  i t  w i l l  now go to  the  coord ina t ing  board .
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W:

S:

No,  I  don ' t  th jnk  so .  They  have a l ready  rece ived the  approp ia te

approva ls  fo r  a  doc tor ' s  degree in  some areas  o f  eng ineer ing ,  fo r

examp' le .  I  th jnk  these th ings  evo lve  depend ing  on  one 's  cur ren t

s t rength .  As  we a l l  know,  par t i cu la r ' l y  a t  the  doc tora l  1eve1,

some departments are more near'ly ready than others because of past

h is to ry ,  because o f  recru i t ing  prac t ices  and because o f  emphas is  on

one or  another  segment  o f  our  miss ion  as  a  Un jvers i ty .

Now,  you ' re  a  p roponent  o f  our  emphas ' i s  on  In te r -Amer ican or  La t in

Amer ican s tud ies .

Th is  i s  r igh t ,  because i t  exempf i f ies ,  perhaps  be t te r  than any  o ther

example I  can think of ,  my convict ' ion that  we must propose for the

doc tor ' s  degree th ings  tha t  w i l l  take  advantage o f  spec ia l  o r  un ique

s t reng ths  tha t  we  have .  0bv ious ly ,  ou r  ve ry  loca t ion ' i t se l f  i s  a  na tu -

ra1, in my judgement,  for  a broad area that would take advantage of

our  border  ad jacent  to  M6x ico ,  ad jacent  to  a  la rge  border  c i ty .  When

you say  La t in  Amer ica ,  I  am th ink ing  o f  such areas  as  L ingu is t ' i cs ,

Language and L i te ra tu re ,  obv ious ly ;  H is to ry ,  Soc io logy ;  some areas  o f

the  f jne  a r ts ,c lea r l y ;  Psycho logy ,  Po l i t ' i ca l  Sc ience .  A l l  these  can

have an  emphas js  o r  focus  upon our  re la t ' ions  w i th  M6x ico  because o f

our  loca t ' i on .

Are you convinced that the Board of  Regents and others in Aust in are

aware  o f  th is  des t jny ,  fo r  lack  o f  a  be t te r  word ,  o f  ours?

t^Je tal ked

cou l  d

programs

Some do .  Chance l l o r  Ransom

when I was here before about

deve lop  un ique  p rog rams .  We

and I ,  fo r  example  have ta lked .

ways i  n whi  ch th i  s ' inst  j  tut ion

were  no t  ta lk ing  about  doc tora l
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l.J:

S :

at  tha t  po in t ,  obv ious ly ,  bu t  un ique programs based on  the  s t rength

and resources  tha t  we have in  th is  a rea  o f  in te r re la t ionsh ip ,  p r ima-

r i l y  w i th  M6x ico ,  bu t  there fore  w i th  a l l  La t in  Amer ica .

Do you see any  spec ' ia1  fund ing  tha t  w i l l  come a long any  t ime soon to

beg in  some o f  those programs tha t  we haven ' t  s ta r ted  a l ready  in  our

Inter-American program?

We1l,  as far  as a new program is concerned, whether at  the undergradu-

a te  o r  g raduate  leve l ,  th is  i s  a  p rob lem tha t  has  no t  been so lved fo r

any  ins t i tu t ion  because the  1eg ' i s la tu re  appropr ia tes  on  coord ina t ing

Board recommendat ions for past performance. Al though there are t imes,

and I  be l ieve  th js  has  been t rue  a t  Ar l ing ton ,  when as  a  spec ia l  i tem

of  appropr ia t ion ,  no t  re la ted  to  the  fo rmer ,  i t ' s  poss ib le  to  ge t  a

spec ia l  appropr ia t ion  to  beg in  a  new program.  Th is ,  I  th ink ,  wou ld

obv ' ious ly  have to  be  our  approach when we get  to  the  po in t  o f  hav ing

ga ined approva l  o f  the  Regents  and coord jna t ing  board  fo r  x ,  y ,  o r  z

doc tora l  leve l .  Bu t ,  I  don ' t  want  to  le t  my remarks  so  fa r  be  g iven

undue emphasis as far  as our graduate programs are concerned. They

are  upon  us ;  they ' re  w i th  us .  I t ' s  i nev i tab le  tha t  w i th jn  the  nex t

severa l  years  such proposa ls  w ' i l l  go  fo rward .

Yes ,  and i t ' s  a lso  t rue  tha t  when someone asks  about  the  progress  o f

the  Un ivers i ty ,  the  ques t ion  tha t  immedia te ly  occurs  to  them js ,  "How

far  a long are  you toward  ge t t ing  a  doc tor ' s  degree?"

Per fec t ly  na tura l  ques t ' ion .  But  ' i n  the  meanwhi le  we must  by  a l l  means

con t inue  to  fu l f i l l  t he  ro le  to  the  bes t  o f  ou r  ab i l i t y ,  wh ich  I  th ink

we have  very  ab ly  fu l f i l l ed  up  to  now;  and  th is  i s  hav ing ,  then ,  a
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predominant ly  undergraduate ,  exce l len t ,  teach ing  ins t i tu t ion"  The

master 's  degree js  one s tep  beyond,  bu t  i s  no t  to  be  done and has  no t

been done at  the expense of  undergraduate teaching. The doctoral

I  eve l  i  s  the  f  i  na l  s tep  i  n  the  h ' ie ra rchy  academ' ica1  1y ,  so  to  speak ;

bu t  I  very  much hope tha t  there  w i l l  be  no  lessen ing  o f  emphas is  on

our  undergraduate  and master ' s  degree ob l iga t ions  as  we move in to  the

doc tor ' s  leve ' | .  In  o ther  words ,  we w i l l  no t  make fu r ther  moves a t  the

expense of  the excel lent  programs that we now have.

hI :  l^ lould you see any advantage in making progress toward this eventual i ty

i f  we were not a memben of  the Universi ty of  Texas system? I 'm remind

ed of  the statement made by Judge McCal l  recent ly here who advised

h is  g roup o f  Bay ' lo r  exes ,  I  be l ieve ,  tha t  we might  be  be t te r  o f f  i f  we

were not a member of  the Unjversi ty of  Texas system. Do you think

thene would be any advantages in that?

S: 0n the contrary,  I  th ink i t  is  to our advantage as we move toward these

proposa ls  to  be  an  in tegra l  par t  o f  the  Un ivers i ty  o f  Texas  sys tem.

There 's  no  ques t ion  abou t  i t .  For  example ,  on  the  bas is  o f  co l league

to col league or department to department,  before we propose formal ly

a  Ph.  D.  o r  a  doc tora l  leve l  p rogram,  i t ' s  a  per fec t l y  na tura l  th ing

for X department,  for  example,  to have the understanding, endorsement,

approva l  o f  i t ' s  counterpar t  in  Aus t in .  I  say  tha t  s imp ly  because

the  graduate  schoo l  a t  Aus t in  i s  o ld  and we l l  es tab l j shed.  The f i rs t

doc tor ' s  degrees  were  probab ly  g iven a t  Aus t in ,  I  wou ld  assume,  p robd-

b1y  in  the  f i rs t  decade a f te r  the  tu rn  o f  the  century .  The Un ivers i ty

a t  Aus t in  has  long been a  member  o f  the  AAU (Assoc ia t ion  o f  Amer ican
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W:

un ivers i t j es ) ,  the  mos t  p res t ig ' i ous  g roup  o f  g radua te  in t i tu t ions  in

the  count ry .  And i t  i s  no t  w i thout  s ign i f i cance to  have the  appro-

p ia te  approva l  and endorsement  f rom an o ld ,  we l l  es tab l i shed ph .  D.

depar tment  in  Aus t in  when we go fo r  j t  w i th  a  p roposar  o f  our  own.

so  tha t ' s  one way in  wh ich  our  be long ing  and a ' lways  hav ing  be longed to

the  sys tem is  o f  de f in i te  advantage to  us  in  th is  mat te r  we are  d iscuss-

i  ng .

In our press conference recent ly,  one student who at tended touched on

th is  mat te r  o f  our  membersh ip  in  the  Texas  sys tem.  I t  was  h is  v iew-

po in t  tha t  the  f igures  show tha t  we were  k ind  o f  a  s tepch ' i ' l d ,  a t  bes t ,

o f  what  used to  be  ca l led  the  main  un ivers i ty .  Do you th ink  we have

tha t  k ind  o f  re la t ionsh ip?

Not  a t  a l l .  The  emphas is  j s  en t i re l y  in  the  o ther  d i rec t ion .  Every

contac t  tha t  I  have w i th  the  sys tem admin is t ra t ion  and w i th  the  regents

shows very  c lear ly  and very  p leas ing ly  to  me,  a  cons is ten t ,  s teady

sys tem concern  on  the  par t  o f  a1 ' l  these peop le- - regents ,  sys tem admin is -

t ra t ion  and so  fo r th .

Do you th ink  tha t  the  change jn  our  name is  ev idence o f  tha t?

Abso lu te ly ,  abso lu te ly .  I  must  admi t  tha t  when I  was  here  be fore ,

a l though our  o f f i c ia l  t i t le  was  Texas  Western  Co l lege o f  the  Un ivers i ty

o f  rexas ,  we were  no t  in  some ways ,  cer ta in ly ,  as  c lear ly ,  pos i t i ve ly

ident i f ied  as  an  in tegra l  b ranch and par t  o f  the  un ivers i ty  sys tem as

we novv  are  w i th  the  name tha t  we have.  Th is  i s  c lear ]y  and unmis take-

ab ly  the  Un ivers i ty  o f  Texas  a t  E l  Paso.

Dr .  smi ley ,  th i s  i s  a  l i t t l e  b i t  o f f  the  t rack ,  bu t  t i es  in  w j th  wha t

s .
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werve been ta lk ing  about .  Las t  February ,  a  newspaper  s to ry  c la imed

that the Texas Board of  Regents has determined to place ernphasis on

exce l lence  o f  c lass room teach ing  and ,  to  quo te  f rom the  a r t i c le r , ,Fa-

cul ty members who short-change their  students and keep their  department

heads happy w i th  spur ious  gran thunt ing  and use less  cu t  and pas te  a r t i -

c les  a re  in  fo r  a  shock . "  I s  the re  a  dec l ine  in  th i s  "pub l i sh  o r  pe-

r i sh"  doc t r ine ,  and how do you v iew th is  wr i te r ' s  in te rpre ta t . ions  o f

the  Regent ' s  ac t jons?

I  th jnk  tha t  the  Regents  have been in  th is  ac t ion  and the  s ta tement

o f  the i rs  in  February  cer ta in ly  conf j rms,  tha t  they  are  deep ly  con_

cerned about  the  qua l i t y  o f  teach ing .  Th is  was no  id le  ges ture  o f

f  ip  serv ice ,  bu f  ia theF a  genu i r l€ ,  €drhes tconcern  wh ich  c lear ly  i s  per -

meat ing  the  en t j re  sys tem.  For  example ,  shor t l y  a f te r  th is  Regents '

meet ing in February,  there was a meet ing held near Aust in by a number

o f  the  admin is t ra t i ve  o f f i c ia ls ,  facu l ty ,  s tudents  and so  on ,  to  devote

a  who le  weekend to  the  d jscuss ion  o f  e f fec t i veness ' in  teach ' ing  and

how i t  cou ld  be  ach ieved and ' improved"  0n  the  hee ls  o f  tha t ,  about

two weeks  ago here  in  E l  Paso,  we had a  s jm ' i la r  meet ing  wh ich  las ted

a l l  Sunday even ing  and s ta r ted  aga jn  ear ly  Monday morn ing  and las ted

unt i l  noon.  I t  envo lved our  deans ,  severa l  members  o f  the  facu l ty  f rom

each o f  the  schoo ls ,  and a  number  o f  s tudents  (bo th  undergraduates  and

graduates) ,  as  we l l  as  our  admjn is t ra t i ve  o f f i cers .  Four  peop le  f rom

Aust in  came out  to  par t i c ' ipa te ,  inc lud ing  Dr .  John J .  McKet ta ,  Execut i -

ve  V ice  Chance l lo r  fo r  Academic  Af fa i rs .  The sys tem admin is t ra t ion
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peop le , ' l i ke  me,  were  h igh ly  p leased  w i th  the  resu l t s  o f  ou r  d iscuss ' ion ,

because there  was honest ,  deep concern  and many cons t ruc t ive  c r i t i c isms

and suggest ions  on  how we can make our  teach ing  here  more  e f fec t i ve-  I

th ink  what  we ' re  see ing ,  Da1e,  i s  a  very  we lcome and happy sh i f t  in

emphas ' i s  f rom concent ra t jon  and f i rs t  p r io r i t y ,  in  some cases  even so le

pr io r i t y ,  on  research  and pub l ica t ions ,  wh ich  Mr .  John Gardner  charac-

te r ized  as  the  f l igh t  f rom teach ing .  I ^ le ' re  c lear ly  go ing  in  the  o ther

d j rec t ion ,  now,  in  the  Un ivers i ty  o f  Texas  sys tem and I  am de l igh ted

tha t  we are .

W:  Is  the  imp l ica t ion  c lear  then tha t  a t  some po in t  in  the  immedja te  pas t ,

there has been a not ' iceable emphasis on research to the detr iment of

good teach ing?

S:  Th is  has  happened in  many  Un ivers i t i es .  Cer ta in ly  I  shou ld  say  (a1-

though  th is  i s  a  genera f i t y ,  I  th ink  i t  none the less  i s  bas ica l l y  t rue )

tha t  the  t rend you descr ibe  has  been go ing  on  par t ' i cu1ar ly  in  the

la rger ,  complex  un ivers i t jes  fo r  a  number  o f  years - - the  idea tha t  the

h igher  a  member  o f  the  facu l ty  go t  in  academic  rank ,  the  fa r ther  he

wou ld  move away f rom teach ' ing  (o r  espec ia i l y  f rom teach ing  lower  d jv i -

s ions  or  undergraduate  s tudents ) ;  tha t  he  wou ld  do  what  teach ing  he  d id

on ly  to  g raduate  s tudents  w i th  a  re la t i ve ly  l igh t  ass ignment  to  g ive

h im p len ty  o f  t ime fo r  h is  research .  Now,  what  I 'm say ing  does  no t ,

in my opinion, take away from the importance of  the research in any

way. But so many remarks were made from exper ience and observat ion

at th is teaching ef fect ' iveness seminar that  we had, to the ef fect

(wh ich  a l l  o f  us  who had been in  the  game a ' long t ime unders tand)
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that  teach ing  and reasearch  are  no t  oppos i tes ;  they  go  together .

wou ld  you see any  change in  the  t ime honored de f in j t ion  o f  a  un iver -

s i ty ,  wh ich  is  cer ta in ly  no t  very  c learn  bu t  the  one tha t  says  tha t

the  un ivers i ty  i s  a  communi ty  o f  scho la rs .  Does i t  seem to  you tha t

th is  sh i f t  shows now tha t  a  un ivers i ty  i s  more  a  communi ty  o f  teachers?

Yes ,  I  th ink  bas ica ' | l y ,  Da1e ,  tha t  i t  has  a lways  had  tha t  mean jng  t ra -

d i t i ona l l y ,  bu t  w i th  the  emphas js  on  research  and  pub l i ca t ions  the

word  scho lar  o r  scho la rsh jp  k ind  o f  go t  tha t  nuance a t tached to  i t .

I  don ' t  th ink  the  bas jc  a jm o f  the  un jve rs i t y  has  changed  a t  a l l ,  and

le t  me emphas ize  tha t  I  sa id  bas i ! ;  and  tha t  i s ,  p r imar i l y  to  teach

what  man has  a l ready  learned and in  the  second ins tancen to  add to  the

fund o f  man 's  accumula ted  knowledge.  These have a lways  been the  pr ima-

ry  dua l  ro les  o f  a  un ivers i ty .  what  has  happened,  par t i cu la r ly  s ince

wor ld  war  I I  un t i l  the  las t  severa ' l  years ,  has  been an  overemphas is

on the  add i t ion  to  man 's  fund o f  knowledge;  a t  many t jmes,  a t  the

expense o f  the  o ther  ob l iga t ion ,  wh ich  is  to  pass  on  e f fec t i ve ly  and

mean ing fu l l y  what  man has  a ' l ready  learned.

In  our  occas ' iona l  misunders tand ings  w i th  the  pub l ic  o r  the  press  or

whatever ,  about  our  ro le ,  there  does  seem to  be  a  communica t ions  gap

somewhere ' in  the  bus iness .  In  o ther  words ,  we a lways  seem to  be

exp la in ing  what  we are ,  because the  pub l ic  fo r  some reason is  usua l ly

on  the  hee ls  o f  some d is rup t ion  or  someth ing .  we seem to  fee l  they

don ' t  unders tand what  we are .  Is  there  any  s imp le  way- -or  cou ld  you

repeat  what  you jus t  sa id - -some s imp le  v ' /ay  o f  de f in jng  the  un ivers i ty

and i t s  purpose?

S:

W:



SMI LEY

S : Wel l ,  I  th ink  tha t  the  two ro les  tha t  I  have descr ibed,  o f  pass ing

along to each student generat ion as best we can what man has already

learned,  p ' lus  the  add i t ion  by  un ivers i t ies  to  the  s to re  o f  knowledge,

I  th ink  these have a lways  been the  t rad i t iona l  ro le - -somet imes under -

stood, somet imes not,  part icular ly in recent years because of  the over-

emphas is  upon the  research  and pub l ica t ion .

Do you th ink  tha t  mass ive  s tudent  invo lvement  no t  on ly  in  the  un iver -

s i ty  a f fa i rs  bu t  a lso  in  na t iona l  a f fa i rs  has  caused some o f  the  mis -

unders tand ing  in  recent  t ime,  a t leas t  over  the  func t ions  o f  the  un i -

vers i ty?

I  th ink  so .  I  th ink  what  has  happened ' i s  tha t  so  many members  o f  the

genera l  pub ' l i c ,  because o f  the i r  own exper ience or  the i r  ch j ld ren 's

exper ience,  unders tand qu i te  read i l y  the  a ims o f  undergraduate  educa-

t ion and the aims of  professional  educat ion.  Everybody knows about

medicine and nursing and pharmacy and the law and so forth.  But the

pub l ic  tends ,  I  th ' ink ,  to  weaken i t s  unders tand ing  when we get  in to

the  doc tora l  leve l  and the  emphas is  wh ich  must  be  there  a t  the  Ph"  D.

leve l  on  research- -some k ind  o f  c rea t ive  cont r ibu t ion ,  as  one 's

doc tora l  d isser ta t ion .  Th is  i s  what  ge ts  m ' isunders tood.  Another

th ing  tha t  causes ,  has  caused,  and I  guess  a ' lways  w i l l  cause some

confus ion  or  lack  o f  unders tand ing  about  these mat te rs  i s  the  essent ia l

d i f fe rence be tween a  co l lege and a  un ivers i ty .

I  don ' t  th i  nk  tha t '  s  been c l  ear ' l y  de f  i  ned .

We ' l ' l  ,  t he  co l ' l ege . . . l e t ' s  take  the  typ ica l l y  sma l l ,  p r i va ten  endowed

L ibera l  Ar ts  Co l lege.  I t ' s  so le  func t ion  ' i s  the  teach ing  func t ion .

W:

S:
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Le t ' s  assume  tha t  t he  co l l ege  we ' re , t a l k i ng  abou t  has  no  g radua te

work  o f  any  k ind ,  t ha t  i t r s  so le  pu rpose  and  a l l  i t s  resou rces  a re

devo ted  to  teach ing ,  wh ich  i s  t he  t yp i ca l  ro leo  you  see ,  o f  t he

underg radua te  co l  1  ege .

Now,  t h i s ' i s  mo re  t yp i ca l l y  t he  ro l e  o f  t he  i un jo r  co l l ege "

No .  The  j un ' i o r  co l ' l ege ,  t r ad j t j ona l l y  and  I  t h i nk  p rope r l y ,  emphas i zes

the  voca t i ona l  and  techn jca l  aspec ts  o f  t ra ' i n ing  as  we l l  as  the  f i r s t

two  yea rs  o f  co l l ege"  Bu t  t ake  any  sma l l  L ibe ra l  A r t s  Co l l ege  w i th

which you are fam' i l iar  that  has no graduate work"  There are no resour-

ces for  research.  There are t rad i t ional iy  no specia ' l  rewards for  the

facu l t y  man  who  does  resea rch .  H is  ass ignmen t  and  the re fo re  the  bas i s

on  wh j ch  he  i s  i udged  i s  t each ing ;  t he  e f f ec t i veness  o f  h i s  t each ing .

| l |e  here at  E l  Paso are ahead of  the game'  so to  speak,  in  that  over

a l l  t he  yea rs  ou r  p r imary  emphas is  up  to  now has  been  en t i re l y  upon

teach ing .  Su re ,  many  members  o f  ou r  f acu l t y  have  done  resea rch ,  have

pub l i shed  books  and  a r t j c l es ;  bu t  t hese  were  more  o r  l ess  i nc iden ta l

t o  the i r  p r imary  func t i on  wh ich  has  been  teach ing .  Now,  as  we  sa jd

jus t  a  momen t  ago ,  as  we  beg in  to  move  in  the  d i rec t i on  o f  doc to ra l

l eve l  wo rk ,  t hen  ou r  r o l e ' i s  expand ing .  So  we  have  no t  on l y  t he  ob l i -

ga t i on  to  e f fec t i ve  teach ing ,  bu t  we  a re  add ing  tha t  d imens ' i on  a t  t he

doc to ra l  l eve l ,  wh jch  j s  t he  con t r i bu t i on  to  man 's  fund  o f  know ledge .

In  ou r  55  yea rs  we  have  l i t t l e  know ledge ,  rea ' I 1y ,  o f  t he  ove r r i d ing

research  ro le  as  o the r ins t i t u t i ons  w ' i l l  have ;  and  tha t  t h i s  op ' i n ion

o f  t he  Boa rd  o f  Regen ts ' t owa rd  emphas i s  on  t each ing ,  wh ' i l e  i t

a f f ec t s  us  and  conce rns  us ,  i s  no t  t he  c ruc ' i a l  ma t te r  he re .  Have  we
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ever ,  a t  th js  ins t i tu t ion ,d ! .emphas ' i zed  c lassroom teach ing  in  favor

o f  research? The on ly  research  fac i l i t y  we have is  Sche l l inger  Labo-

ratory.

S :  Th js  i s  r igh t .  You  and  I  can  th ink  o f  peop le  in  the  human i t ies  fo r

example ,  who have cont inued over  the  years  to  do  the i r  research ,  to

pub ' l i sh  the i r  booksn and cont inue the i r  emphas is  on  f i rs t  ra te  teach-

ing .  So you are  abso lu te ly  coruec t  tha t  the  emphas js  on  th is  e f fec-

t j veness  o f  teach ing  and exce l lence in  teach ing  by  the  Board  a f fec ts

immedja te ly  and much more  d i rec t l y  the  Un ivers i ty  a t  Aus t in ,  wh ich ,  ds

we sa id  a  moment  ago,  has  o f fe rd  the  Ph.  D.  fo r  two genera t " ions ,  a t

I  eas t .

l , . l :  What role do you think students,  the more aware students,  have had in

th is  sh i f t  in  emphas is?  Have the i r  demands on  changes in  the  educat ion-

a l  p rocess  cont r ibu ted  to  th is  sh i f t?

I  de f in i te l y  th ink  so ,  espec ia l l y  in  my  exper ience .  Wi th in  the  las t

s jx  o r  e igh t  years  s tudents  have become ' inc reas ing ly  concerned about

the  qua l i t y  o f  teach ing .  I  have no  doubt  a t  a l l  tha t  the  express ion

of  these concers ,  the i r  reques ts ,  the  pressures  upon facu l ty  g roups  and

others  to  re -examine the  qua l i t y  o f  teach ing ,  re -examine pre- requ is i tes

in course content and degree requirements and so forth,  wi thout any

quest ion  have had a  t remendous impact  on  the  change,  the  f lex ib le  s i tua-

t ion  tha t  we are  in  now.  No ques t ion  about  i t .

To  keep on  th is  sub jec t  o f  the  s tudent 's  ro le  in  de termin ing  po l i c ies

and invo lv ing  themse lves  in  the  admin is t ra t ion  and in  the  func t jons

of  the  facu l ty  and o ther  th ings  (commj t tees ,  in  par t i cu la r ,  a re  what

I 'm th ink ' ing  about ) ,  what  i s  your  p rognos is  fo r  the  fu tu re  fo r  the
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S :

s tuden t ' s  ro ' l e  in  un ive rs i t y  l i f e?  I s  i t  go ing  to  w iden  as  i t  has

obv' iously in the last  two or three years?

I  th ink  th i s  depends  on  the  ins t i tu t ion  and  the  s i tua t ion .  You ' re

cor rec t  tha t i t  has  been  w iden ing  and  i t  i s  go ing  to  con t inue '  to  a

cer ta in  ex ten t ,  to  w iden.  I  th ink  tha t  i t  i s  en t i re ly  approp ia te  fo r

students to be involved in facul ty commit tees with facul ty groups and

so on , ' in  a reas  where  the  s tudent ' i s  very  c lear ly  and deep ly  invo lved

h ' imse l f :  The qua l i t y  o f  the  s tudent 's  l i fe  on  campus,  fo r  example ,  to

make a broad arena there.  0n the other hand, I  do not th jnk that  the

facu l ty  can abd ica te  i t s  respons ib i l i t y .  Th is  does  no t  mean tha t  i t

shou ldn ' t  l i s ten  to  s tuden t  op in ion ,  s tuden t  reques t ,  s tuden t  sugges-

t ion ;  on  the  con t ra ry ,  i t  shou ld .  Bu t  I  do  no t  be l ieve ,  in  the  f i na l

ana ' l ys is ,  tha t  the  facu l ty  can abd ica te  i t s  respons jb i l i t y  fo r  the

cur r icu ' lum,  fo r  requ i rements  fo r  p re- requ is i tes  and the  l i ke .  The

simplest  way I  know to put th is is s imp' ly that  I  have never heard of  a

co l lege or  un ivers i ty  tha t  was  no t  founded on  one s imp ' le  p rem' ise ,  and

that ' is  that  some know more than others.

Tjed in wj th that  are two things that become a concern of  ours over

a  per iod  o f  months  o f  course ,  bu t  more  immedia te ly  las t  fa l l :  the

crea t ion  o f  B lack  and Mex ican Amer ican Stud ' ies .  Both  came as  a  resu l t ,

I  p resume,  o f  s tudent  invo lvement  in  these areas  and in te res t  in  these

areas ;  and  in  some respec ts ,  i f  no t  demands ,  a t  l eas t ' i n te l l i qen t

presentat ions and so forth to the proper deans. Have we made any pro-

g ress  in  these  s tud jes?

I  th ink  we  have  and  I 'm very,  very p leasecl  by the reasonable and

W:

q .
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cons t ruc t ive  way in  wh ich  these changes and add i t ions  and new s tudy

programs were adopted, because there's no quest ion that they were

ins t iga ted  pr imar i ' l y  because o f  s tudent  in te res t ;  and qu i te  p roper ly

the  approp ia te  academic  g roups  jnvo lved,  heav i l y ,  s tudent  commi t tees ,

s tudent  par t i c ipa t ion  in  the  prepara t ion  and the  evo lu t ion  o f  these

programs.  I  th ink  i t ' s  been an  idea l  way .  So fa r  aS I rm aware ,  there

have not been a ser ies of  demands,,  of  confrontat ' ions,  of  threats to do

this,  that  or  the other.  0n the contrary '  these students have banded

themselves in commit tees, worked with the deans and with the facul ty

very  cons t ruc t ive ly ,  made exce l len t  suggest ions '  p resenta t ions  and so

for th ,  and have earned agreement  a l l  the  way a long.  That ' s  the  reason

why the  programs are  in  ex is tence now.  I  don ' t  doubt  tha t  these w i l l

change.  I t ' s  a  dynamic  th in9 ,  i t ' s  a  new area .  Both  Mex ican Amer ican

and B lack  s tud ies  are  re la t i ve ly  new areas  and I  don ' t  doubt  tha t  a f te r

exper ience suggests  a  change here ,  o r  a  d i f fe ren t  emphas is  there ,  o r

an  add i t ion  there ,  tha t  these th ings  w i l l  log ica l ' l y  and normal ly

come about.

That  leads  in to  a  ques t ion  about  the  po l i t ' i cs  o f  con f ron ta t ion .  Do

you have any idea on how we have been able to '  so far ,  avoid that

seemjng eventua l i t y  tha t  has  happened to  a  lo t  o f  o ther  ins t i tu t ions

tha t  a re  vey  s jmi la r  to  ours  in  s ize  and scope? These th ' ings  have

happened,  seeming lV ,  desp i te  the  bes t  e f fo r ts  o f  the i r  admin is t ra t ion

and facul ty.  Do you have any jdea about how we have been able to

solve these problems and get wi th the students in manners other than

that?
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S:  h le l l ,  my own approach has  been- -and I ' ve  observed happ i ly  tha t ,  as

fa r  as  I  can  te l l ,  th is  i s  the  approach th roughout  the  un ivers i ty

here- - to  keep one 's  doors  open,  one 's  ears  open,  to  s tudent  concerns ,

s tudent  suggest ions ,  s tudent  reques ts ,  d isconten t ,  c r i t i c i sm and so

for th .  I  have found tha t  when you l i s ten  care fu l l y  to  s tudents ,  Vou

unders tand what  i t  i s  they  are  propos ing .  I  be l ieve  i t ' s  no t  an

exaggerat ion to say that our student groups who have made var ious

proposa ls  have c lear ly  unders tood tha t  they  are  be ing  l i s tened to ,

tha t  they  are  no t  shunted  as ide ,  tha t  they  are  no t  to ld ,  "Nobody 's

go ' ing  to  l i s ten  to  whatever  i t  i s  you  want  to  p ropose. "  The la t te r ,

I  am sure ,  in  many ins tances  around the  count ry ,  has  s t imu la ted  the

k ind  o f  conc lus ion  on  the  par t  o f  the  s tudents  tha t ,  "Nobody l i s tens

to us,  therefore we have to take some act ion or make some threats in

order  to  ge t  our  po in ts  across . "  A l l  our  peop le  in  the  facu ' l t y ,  in  the

admin is t ra t ion ,  in  the  s tudent  personne l  and so  fo r th ,  c lear ly  dea l

w i th  s tudents  open ly ,  l i s ten  to  s tudents  cons tan t ly ;  and I  th ink

that th js is the best answer I  can give as to why we have been fortu-

na te  enough to  avo id  the  k inds  o f  ug ly  s i tua t ions  on  o ther  campuses.

I  th ink  i t ' s  equa l ' l y  impor tan t  to  emphas ize  tha t  our  s tudents  have

behaved themse lves  reasonab ' l y  and mature ly ,  and so  the  respons ib i l i t y

fo r  hav ing  go t  th is  fa r  w ' i thout  the  k ind  o f  con f ron ta t ion  we ' re  ta lk ' ing

about ,  i s  equa ' l l y  the i rs  w i th  those in  the  facu l ty  and the  admin is t ra -

t jon  who  have  been  l i s ten ing  and  dea l ing  w i th  the i r  sugges t ions .

Dr .  Smi ley ,  th is  may be  an  un fa i r  ques t ion  to  ask ;  i t  has  severa l  par ts

to ' i t .  I t  has  been asked many,  many t imes o f  o ther  un ivers i ty  p res ' iden ts .

I t  has  been s ta ted  tha t  the  pr inc ipa l  p rob lems hav ing  an  impact  on  co l -

tege c i r l rpu ie i  anO the i r  s tudents  bo i l  down b f ive  maior  i ssues .  I  wonder
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S:

i f  you  wou ld  mind  g iv ing  us  an  observa t ion  on  each o f  these as  to

how i t  bears  .s . . t " r -  t .h  e . . -  un ivers i ty ,  on  a l l  i t s  s tudents ,  on  the

admin ' i s t ra t ion ,  on  the  un ivers i ty  sys tem,  e tc .  The f i rs t  and most

impontan t  a t  th is  po in t  i s  the  war  in  V ie tNam.  Cou ld  you somehow t ie

tha t  in  w i th  the  un ivers i ty  and w j th  the  s tudents?

Yes .  To  go  back  a  l i t t l e  b i t ,  I  th ink  the  f i r s t  man j fes ta t ions  o f

ser ious  s tudent  concern  w i th  soc ia l  va lues ,  w i th  human va lues ,  p roba-

b1y came about the t ime or short ly before Selma, Alabama and other

such h igh l igh ts - - the  genu ine  concern  about  soc ia l  jus t i ce  on  the  par t

of  the students.  This concern,  as the wap in VietNam began to take

l i ves ,  take  la rge  numbers  o f  commi tments  o f  t roops  and so  on ,  th is

obv ious ' l y  esca la ted  the  s tudent  concern  about  i t .  The po ' in t  I 'm t ry ing

to make is that  I  have no quest ' ion that  the war in VietNam has st imu-

la ted  an  enormous amount  o f  s tudent  concern ,  in te res t ,  express ion ,

d issent ,  and a l l  the  res t .  The po in t  i s  tha t  the  reason th is  has

happened on  co l lege and un ivers i ty  campuses is  c lear ly  tha t  tha t ' s  where

so many o f  our  thought fu l  ,  ' i n te l l igen t ,  th ink ' ing  younq beop le  i re .  t  t l . r in f<

the i r  d i ssen t , ' i n  o ther  words ,  has  bas ica l ' l y  been ,  and  s t i l l  i s  today ,

w i th  soc ia l  concerns  to  a  much la rger  ex ten t  than ind iv idua l  o r  loca l

o r  paroch ia l  campus concerns  a t  a  g iven  po in t  in  t ime.

We are  pas t ,  I  p resume now,  the  po in t  o f  no  re tu rn .  S tudents  w i l l  be

no longer concerned w' i th parking problems and the Homecoming Parade

and thjngs of  that  nature that  used to seem to occupy the students.

Yes . '0 fcourse ,  many o f  them are  s t i l l  bo thersome,  they  are  d is t ress ing

to  some ex ten t ;  bu t  much,  much less  impor tan t  I  th ink ,  in  the  th ink ing

W:

S:



SMI LEY t6

hI:

S :

and the  d iscuss ion  o f  s tuden ts  in  these  langer  i ssues .

A second issue is  the  one tha t ' s  rea l ' l y  cur ren t  now.  Probab ly ,  the

nat iona l  in te res t ' in  i t  can  a lmost  be  marked a t  January  1 ,  1970.

That  i s  the  over r id ' ing  in te res t  o f  po11ut ' ion  and env i ronmenta l  we l l -

be i  ng .

I  th ink  th ' i s  too  js  an  exce l len t  example  o f  a  sharp ly  inc reas ing  concern

of  in te l l igen t ,  thought fu l  s tudents  p rec ise ly  fo r  the  qua l i t y  o f  l i fe .

t r 'Je ment ioned social  ' in iust ice;  we ment ioned their  concern over our

involvement in VietNam, which is so many mi les away and which has so

many complex  rami f i ca t ions .  Now,  aga in ,  a  qua l i t y  o f  our  na t iona l  l i fe

which comes home on every campus is precisely the quest ion of  ecology

and po l lu t ion ,  wh ich  de f in j te ly  i s  a  na t ' iona l  concern .  Here  aqa ' in ,  I

don ' t  th ' ink  tha t  the  concern  o f  the  s tudents  about  po l lu t ion  is  d i rec ted

at  th is  campus on1y ,  o r  some o ther  campus;  bu t  i t ' s  de f in i te ly  on  the

broadersca le  as  a  na t iona l  i ssue o f  the  qua ' l i t y  o f  human l i fe .

Now the third js one of  the most distressing in many ways because

there  seem to  be  so  few answers  and so  many ques t ions ,  and tha t ' i s

raci  sm.

Th is ,  too ,  as  I  sa id  a  wh i le  ago ,  I  be l ieve  rea l l y  made i t se l f  man i fes t

w i th  the  concerns  four ,  f i ve ,  o r  s ix  years  ago w i th  soc ia l  jus t i ce '

w i th  rac ism,  w i th  Se lma,  as  I  used as  an  example .  Th is  i s  con t inu ing

very strongly.

Do  you  see  any  lessen ing  a t  a l l ,

Not  a t  a l l .  None whatsoever .

Going back for a moment,  do You

inc iden ta l l y ,  i n  tha t  i ssue?

see any  lessen ing  in  the  issueo f
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Vie tNam wi th  some o f  the  deve lopments  tha t  have taken p lace?

S:  I  th ink  tha t rs  much  more  l i ke ly  to  occur ,  to  Ue  a  lessen ing  emphas is ,

p rec ise ly  because o f  the  changes tha t  a re  l i ke ly  to  take  p ' lace ' in

V ie tNam:  The t roop w i thdrawal ,  fo r  examp' le ;  the  de-esca la t ion ;  the

de-emphas is ,  the  decreas ing  loss  o f  our  Amer ican l i fe  in  V ie tNam.

But  the  rac ia l  i ssue  i s  no t  dec l in ing  and  w i l l  no t ,  fo r  many ,  many

years to come.

[ , ' | :  Do you think that  there's any reason for racism to be any more an issue

on thjs campus than any other campus? Are we p' laced in any kind of

pecuf ia r  s i tua t ion  here  tha t  there ts  any  reason why i t  shou ld  be  a  more

burn ing  issue than e lsewhere?

No.  I  th ink  on  the  cont ra ry  in  some ways  i t  m igh t  be  less  o f  an  issue,

because th is  ins t i tu t ion  f rom i ts  beg inn ing ,  because o f  i t s  loca t ' ion ,

deve lopment ,  evo lvement ,  and charac ter ,  has  a lways  been charac ter ized ,

cer ta in ly ,  by  a  genu ine  a i re  o f  to le rance,  o f  lack  o f  p re jud ice .  There-

fo re  I  th ink ,  wer re  be t te r  o f f  than many,  many ins t i tu t ions ,  because

of the large number of  Mexican Americans that have always been students

here(and hopefu l l y  w i '11  a lways  be) .  There  is  no  pre jud ice ,  there  is

no evidence of  any k ind t l raf  pe-ople oFdffTeient backgroundi--eConomic,

e t f rn ic  o r  o t t re iw ise- -a re  no t  we lcome here .  So,  I  see  th is  as  someth ing

tha t  j s  a  d js t inc t  advantage to  us ,  because o f  our  background,  because

of  our  h is to ry .

Now the fourth issue is more amorphous in a way. fJe al l  know what the t ' , ro id

"v io lence"  means and ' i t rs  compacted  in to  tha t  one word .  How do you v iew

that  as  Pres ident  o f  th is  Un ivers i ty  as  an  issue fo r  the  Un ivers i ty  and

W:
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i t s  s tudents?

we l l ,  I  th ink ,  o f  course ,  tha t  v io lence  i s  ' i n to le rab le  in  genera l

anyway .  Bu t  i t r s  par t i cu ' l a r1y  ou t  o f  p1ace ,  inappropr ia te .  on  a

co ]1ege  o r  un jve rs i t y  campus ,  o f  a l1  p laces .  The  un ive rs . i t y  ex is ts  to

examine sane ly  and sober ' l y  and in te l lec tua l l y  any  prob lem whatsoever .

I t  p re -supposes  a  k ind  o f  bas ic ,  unders tood,  agreed upon to le rance

fo r  any  po in t  ov  v iew.  v io lence  s imp ly  does  no t  f i t  i n  th i s  p ic tu re .

Any  k ind  o f  use  o f  fo rce  to  en force  one 's  op in ion  or  po in t  o f  v jew

is  comp le te ly  ou t  o f  p lace  in  a  un ive rs i t y  con tex t .  I t  has  no  p lace

whatsoever.

The f ina l  i ssue is  in  many ways  one o f  the  most  sens i t i ve  and leas t

unders tood,  perhaps ;  and tha t  j s  ( the  mat te r  o f  aga in  be ing  compacted

in to  one word)  the  issue o f  "d rugs . "  courd  you g ive  us  some s ta tement

about  tha t?  I  th jnk  our  va lues  jn  soc ie ty - - l  con ' t  th ink  anybody wou ld

argue w i th  th is - -a re  chang ing  in  many ways  very  rap id ly .  I  th jnk  the

at t i tude  o f  soc ie ty  in  genera l  toward  drug  use is  chang ing  a lso ,  and

perhaps  an  exampie  wou ld  be  a  change in  soc ia l  va lue ,  soc ia l  a t t i tudes

toward  the  consumpt ' ion  o f  a lcoho l  a  genera t ion  or  so  ago,  fo r  example .

I  th in l<  the re  a re  para l le l s  here  tha t  a re  ev iden t .  I  th ink  youno

peop le  these days- -co11ege s tudents  and o thers - -be ing  cur ious  and

be ing  a le r t ,  be ing  inqu is i t j ve ,  a re  more  l i ke ly  to  exper iment  w j th

drugs  than probab ly  has  been t rue  o f  ear l ie r  genera t jons ;  cer ta in ly

any  co l lege genera t ion  tha t  I  have known.  I  th ink  what  we must  have

(and  we ' re  do ing  our  bes t  to  ach ieve  th is )  i s  a  much  fac tua l ,  ha rd

in fo rmat ion  as  poss ib le  to  be  made ava i lab le  to  our  s tudents  and o thers

lnJ:
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on the  dangers  o f  d rug  abuse as  we l l  as  d rug  use- -mat te rs  o f  add ic t ion ,

psycho log ica l  add ic t ion ,  psycho ' log ica l  dependence,  upon whatever  fo rm

of  d rugs ;  hab i ts  tha t  can  be  fo rmed and so  on"  These are  th ings  tha t

i  th ink  we must  do  and are  do ing  to  the  bes t  o f  our  ab i f i t y  to  1e t

students be informed. I  th ink students in many ways are more mature

when they come to us as Freshmen now than was true in many past

genera t ions .  Young peop le  today ,  p roper ' l y ,  want  to  be  t rea ted  as

young adu l ts  when they  come to  co11ege.  I  say  educat ion ,  hard  fac ts

abou t  the  danger ,  the  p i t fa l l s ,  the  poss ib le  add ic t ions ,  and  so  on ,

are the answer.

Dr .  Smi ley ,  one f ina l  ques t ion ,  now.  I t ' s  o f ten  been observed tha t

when you le f t  Texas  Western  Co l lege in  
. |960 (and even, ' in  fac t ,  be fore

then  in  your  ca reer  in  I l l j no is ) ,  tha t  you ,  in  your  admin is t ra t i ve

career  in  I l l i no is  and  as  Pres iden t  o f  the  Un ive rs i t y  o f  Texas  a t

Aus t in  and  a t  Co lo rado ,  tha t  you  have  indeed  ius t  abou t  seen  j t  a l l ;

no th ing  tha t  you  cou ld  observe  com' ing  back  to  th is ' ins t i tu t ion  wou ld

surpr ise  you.  Have there  been any  surpr ises  and is  tha t  a  t ru th fu l

observa t ion? 0r  a re  there  new th ings  tha t  you ' re  see ing  f rom day  to

day  even  in  a  re la t i ve ly  sma l l  schoo l  such  as  th i s?

We11,  I 'm  see ing  some th ings  tha t  a re  indeed  d j f fe ren t ,  Da le ,  f rom

s i tua t ions  a t  Co lorado and ' in  many ways  d i f fe ren t  f rom Aust in ,  too '

tha t  p lease me very  much;  and tha t  i s  a  k ind  o f  cohes jveness  jn

the  s tudent  body ,  cer ta in ' l y  a  cohes iveness ' in  the  facu l ty  as  to  our

ro le ,  our  s tandards ,  what  we ' re  a l l  about .  These are  th ' ings  tha t

may or  may no t  be  typ ica l  s imp ly  because o f  s ize ,  bu t  they  cer ta in ly
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are  cons  j s ten t  and  t rue  o f  t h j s  j ns t i t u t ' i on ,  I  f  i ' nd  the  p ]easen t

assoc ia t i ons  j n  t he  facu l t y ,  t he  ded ica t i on  o f  t he  vas t  ma jo r i t y

of  our  s tudents  to  what  they ' re  rea l l y  here  fo r ,  what  the  facu l ty  a re

rea l l y  here  fo r ,  o r  what  we ' re  a l l  here  fo r ,  to  be  a  very  reward ing

and p leas ing  exper ience.

Is  the  go ing  somewhat  less  hec t ic  fo r  your  o f f i ce?

Yes,  in  many ways  i t  i s ,  because to  some ex ten t  o f  these th ings  I

have ment ioned--a k i  nd of  espr i  t  here,  a k i  nd of  i  nst ' i tut ' ional  
' loyal  

ty

that is to me very evident as i t  was when I  was here before--as

cont ras ted  w i th  a  very  1arge,  complex  ins t i tu t ion ,  where  many t imes

the  facu l ty  member 's  1oya1ty ,  fo r  example ,  i s  more  d i rec ted  towards

h is  d isc ip l ine  than  ' i t  j s  toward  h js  ins t i tu t ion  i t se l f .  When you

have,  as  we had a t  Co lorado,  such a  subs tan t ia l  p ropor t ion  o f  non-

res ident  s tudents ,  you  cannot  expec t  the  same loya ' l t y  to  oners  s ta te

un ivers i ty  as  you can f rom s tudents  who are  res ident  o f  the  s ta te .

They  tend to  have less  o f  a  s take  in  i t .  They  are  b i rds  o f  passage,

so  to  speak .  They ' re  there  fo r  whatever  reasons ;  bu t  the  ques t ion

of  persona l  invo lvement  o r  fee l ing  o f  loya l ty  i s  1 ike ly  no t  to  be  so

s t rong ,  i f  i t  ex is ts  a t  a l l

In  E l  Paso,  the  make makeup or  the  geograph ic  loca t ion  and so  fo r th

o f  th i s  ins t i tu t ' i on  lends  i t se l f  to  more  o f  tha t  "home ' in te res t "  i n

the  jns t j tu t ion  and the  k ind  o f  1oya1ty ,  a l though we do  have k ind  o f

an  in te rna t iona l  f lavor .

l , . Je  do .  But ,  I  th ink  what  the ' ins t i tu t ion  has  s tood fo r  and s t i l l

s tands  fo r ,  what  charac ter izes  i t  in  te rms o f  ins t i tu t ' iona l  in tegr i t y ,



St',lILEY 21

t J .

i n  loya l ty  and purpose and so  on ,  I  th ink  th is  spneads.  I  th ink

the students who come here f rom out-of-state or f rom abroad quickly

ca tch  on  to  the  sp i r i tn  and so  i t  permeates  the  en t i re  reaches  o f

the student body and the facu' l ty.

I  sa id  a  l i t t l e  wh i le  ago  tha t  tha t  was  the  las t  ques t ion ,  bu t  ac tua l l y

I  have one more .  I t ' s  a  persona l  ques t ion ,  bu t  I ' ve  asked i t  be fore

and I  know you r^ /on ' t  m ind  me ask ing  aga in .  you  have a  long career  as

an admjnistrator and jnterspersed your career as teacher for  a long

t ime.  I  th ink  you ment ioned tha t  you  taught  30  or  35  years .  Do you

look forward to returning to teach' ing or has the adm' in istrat ion part

o f  your  un ivers i ty  career - -do  you th ' ink  tha t ' s  go ing  to  be  the  h ' igh

spo t  o f  i t ?

No, I  look forward very much to returning to teaching when I  am f in ished

wi th  th is  ass ignment .  I  de l ibera te ly  chose teach ing  as  a  career ,

p repared myse l f  fo r  i t ,  thorough ly  en joy  i t ,  and  I ' ve  never  go t ten

away from the cont inu' ing interest  and concern that I  have wjth teaching;

so  i t ' s  no t  someth ing  tha t  I  have ou tgrown or  cas t  as ide  in  any

fash ion .  The fa tes  have decreed tha t  I  wou ld  do  o ther  th ings  meanwhi le ,

bu t  tha t ' s  s t i11  my f j rs t  love  and my pr imary  concern .

Thank you very  much,  Dr .  Smi ley .

S:

W:
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