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Mrs. Kate Porcher

Interviewed by Leon

Ju ly  12 ,  1968

Metz and Mary Cleveland

Where did you come from or ig inal ly?

I  came from Pennsy' lvania.  l4y father had a farm and a mj l l  up in a

l i t t le  town in  the  A ' l legheny Mounta ins ,  near  Vermont .

How did you come to El  Paso?

I  was v is i t ing  in  Ca l i fo rn ia  as  a  young g i r ' l  and  I  met  my f i rs t

husband there.  His name was Francis Porcher.  I  went back home

but I  never could forget him. After seven years I  went back to

Ca l i fo rn ia  to  take  some t ra in ing ' in  New Hosp i ta l  fo r  over  two

years.  I  met him in Albuquerque for the day and that lvas i t .  He

was ' in  the  Fores t ry  Serv ice  so  we l i ved  in  the  mounta ins  in  New

Mexico and Ar izona. Then we decided to get out of  the Forestry

Service and we bought a ranch in La Mesa. He was in the Forestry

Serv ice  in  l9 l5  th rough 1917.  We were  in  a  l i t t le  f " lex ican town

cal led Rowe, between Las Vegas and Pecos, New Mexico. There was

noth ing  there  bu t  an  o ld  s to re  and we l i ved  in  an  o ld  sa loon.

During Prohibi t ion,  we had a two-story house with a t rap door to

go upstairs.  h le had some Montgomery Ward furni ture and an oi l  stove.

Our bread was thrown of f  the t ra in as i t  went through; the store

didn' t  have bread. I  had two Bostons (dogs) and I  took care of  them.



The w indows wou ldn ' t  open and the  doors  wou ldn ' t  lock .  But  I  had

the dogs. I  usual ly went wi th my husband but somet imes i t  got

a  l i t t le  rough and he  wou ldn ' t  le t  me go.  He was a  ranger  and a

supervisor.  We were taken into Albuquerque for the winter.  Then

we went to Flagstaf f ,  at  the foot of  the San Francisco. We would

go on horse back r ides.  My Bostons loved i t ;  they would chase

coyote and deer.

Did you exper ience any big f i res?

No,  I  d idn ' t ,  the  on ly  f i re  tha t  he  went  to  fo r  any  length  o f  t ime

was up on Mt.  Graham. He was an easterner but he knew a lot  about

the woods. He was not a wel l  man. My father wanted him to qui t

the service and go to Monterey and l ive in a house that we had

inher i ted  f rom my aunt  bu t  he  cou ldn ' t  do  tha t ;  he  had to  be  do ing

something. So, we bought th is ranch; we moved there in November,  l9 l7

and he  d ied  in  June,  
. |9 . |8 .  

I  was  le f t  w i th  the  ranch.  I  d idn ' t  know

a th ing  about  fa rming  and I  cou ldn ' t  speak  a  word  o f  Span ish  and those

Mex icans  d idn ' t  use  Eng l i sh  much .  They  d idn ' t  l i ke  me too  much  e i the r .

I  was  much younger  and they  d idn ' t  l i ke  be ing  to ld  what  to  do  by  a

gir l  who didn' t  know what she nas doing. They tr ied to accuse me of

shoot ing their  p ig wi th a 30-30. I  d idn' t  know the di f ference between

a stab wound and a shot.  The Mexicans would not take up for me for

anything in the wor ld.  They found the pig in the drainage di tch.

A man came the next morning and told me that the pig had been stabbed

ins tead o f  sho t .  I  d jdn ' t  even own a  30-30;  I  had a  25-35.  That



part icular man gave me a lot  of  t rouble.  His name was Josd. some

of  the  Ang los  worked i t  ou t  fo r  me.  Ev ident ly ,  he  was le t t ing  h is

pigs and cows into my corn f ie ld and rny Bostons chased that pig into

the water and he drowned. When r ]os6 found him, he stabbed him but

he was dead before he was stabbed. so af ter  a l i t t le bi t  of  that

I  went to a lawyer in Las cruces. His name was'LeweT-Iyh.  ThefdaTd

he would do anything you paid him for,  i f  you wanted him to go down

and b lack  Jose 's  eyes  he 'd  do  i t ;  as  long  as  he  go t  pa id ,  he ,d  do  i t .

He was a  f ine- look ing  man;  he  and h is  fa ther  were  o ]d  t imers  there .

The Mex icans  le f t  me l i ke  f l ies  in  a  hur ry  when the  f lu  came.  I  had

to learn to mi lk cows in a humy. My foreman came down with the

ep idemic  f i rs t  and a l l  the  hands le f t .  I  d idn ' t  have any  water  because

my pump wouldn' t  work.  Nobody would come near me for that .  I  got

the horses and the cows out to the canal  and then I  couldn' t  get  them

back. That was the only t ime I  cr ied.  That was too much. Al l  they

did was stand around the fence. Al l  I  had to do was leave the gate

open and they wou' ld have come on back, but I  was stupid.  Final ly an

o1d cowpuncher came along and got them back for me. I  f inal ly turned

the ranch back af ter  three years when I  d idn' t  have a penny. I  came

down to  E l  Paso to  go  to  bus iness  co l leqe.

You mentioned Las Cruces and this lawyer named Lewel' lyn. Was ttitt Ma;br

Lewel 1yn?

I  th ink  tha t  was  h is  fa ther .  The las t  th ing  Josd t r ied

collect money from me for my sow that he had penned up.

to

He

do was

sa id  tha t



she had rooted up his garden. She had some piglets but they were

weaned,which he didn' t  know. He wanted me to pay the damage or he

wou ld  ho ld  my p ig .  That  i s  when I  went  to  see Mr .  Lewel lyn .

What k ind of  a town was Las Cruces back then?

I don' t  remember the populat ion but i t  was al l  Mexicans; and they

a l l  wore  badges.  They  were  a l l  o f f i cers .  My husband 's  nephew

came out to l ive wi th me at  that  t ime. l , r je went to Las Cruces one

n igh t  to  the  mov ie .  We on ly  had one l igh t  f f i  t f re  ca / .  T f r i s  i s  jus t

a sample of  how the.y operated. t , le didn' t  get  into town before we were

stopped. My nephew was dr iv ing and the of f icer to ld us to park

r igh t  there  and i t  wou ld  be  a l l  r igh t  and he  wou ld  no t  g ive  us  a

t icket.  But when we came back, we had a t icket.  He was supposed

to  appear  the  nex t  day .  The t i cke t  had h is  name on i t .  I  wou ldn ' t

let  h im go. I t  was my car and I  wanted him to stay and i r r igate

anyway. Natural ly,  I  was very hot- tempered in those days. I  met

a man I knew in Las Cruces and he wanted to know why I was out so

ear ly and so I  to ld him. He wanted to go with me. He said that  the

Jus t ice  o f  the  Peace wou ld  f ine  me every th ing  I  had j f  I  went  in

there  w i th  tha t  temper .  I  d idn ' t  want  h im to  go  bu t  he  ins is ted .

I  was  very  independent .  When we got  in ,  the  JP was ta lk ing  to  a

fa rmer  and h is  son.  Mr .  Hess  sa id ,  "See,  tha t ' s  what  happens when

you argue w i th  the  JP. "  F ina l l y  the  JP looked a t  the  c lock  and he

sa id , ' lWhat  i s  i t ,  Mr .  Hess?"  My  f r iend  sa id  tha t  I  had  a  su rnmons

a t  10 :00 .  He  sa ido  "We l l ,  I 'm  look ing  fo r  a  boy  d r i v ing  w i thou t



1 igh ts ;  the  lady  may  go . "

appeared. That 's the way

So the lady lef t  and the

they operated. They were

boy never

very mixed-up.

How about the streets in Las Cruces?

I don' t  remember

came to El Paso

i f  they were paved or not.  I

it was very bumpy, from paved

remember when we

roads to gravel  roads.

I t  was

It  was

to Las

So, you drove into town? How far was i t?

32 mi les  f rom La Mesa to  E l  Paso and about  15  to  Las  Cruces .

easier to come to El  Paso to buy a load of  bread than to go

Cruces .

What were your f i rst  ' impressions of  El  Paso?

I t  was  very  in te res t ing .  I  came here  to  go  to  bus iness  schoo l ,

the  In te rna t iona l  Bus iness  Co ' l1ege.  I t  was  run  by  Rober t  Mu l l ins '

uncle.  Af ter  I  got  out,  I  went to work for  $7.50 a week at  the

Two Republ ics Li fe Insurance Company. I t  was in the Two kpubl ics

Bu i ' ld ing .  I  was  a  s tenographer .  I  was  sent  to  Rober t  W.  Page 's

advert ' is ing agency. I  learned to wr i te ads. I  got  into the old

Anderson Investment Company where the Cortez Hotel  is  now. I t  had

board  s idewalks  then.  I  maru ied  my husband 's  nephew,  so  I ' ve

been a Porcher twice.

Were any of  the revolut ions st i l l  going on in Mt ix ico when you came



here?

No' I  th ink i t  was 1911 when there was a border revolut ion.  rnrhen

I  was in  ca l i fo rn ia ,  I  heard  o f  t roub le  down here ,  bu t  whether  i t

was  a  revo lu t ion  or  no t ,  I  don ' t  know.  I  was  over  a t  Pres id io

(fort )  San Francisco. They were having a dance and here we sat

in al l  our f inery when al l  the men were cal led down to Mdxico wi th

General  Pershing to chase Vi l la.  So we never got our dance. My

f i rs t  husband was l i v ing  down here  in  E l  paso then.  He had had a

breakdown wi th  TB.  He was s tay ing  w i th  h is  cous ins .  They  had

qu i te  a  revo lu t ion  ou t  here  then.  They  had the  char les ton  L igh t

Dragoons ou t  here  even,so  i t  must  have been a  b ig  one.

What  ou t f i t  was  your  husband w i th?

He was not wi th an outf i t ;  he was here recover ing f rom TB. He had

a breakdown in  ca l i fo rn ia .  He had been in  a  san i ta r ium a f te r  I  met

him. He wrote me about the revolut ion.  There was a very interest ing

ar i ic te.  l tat  lu-aro-was mahagei of  the gas cornpahy in JufreZ at

that t ime and vil la was coming to take ;lu{rez. d,ueergT took rris

assistant,  and they came up to th is adobe house, he told the man

why he had come. And the man said,  "So you want to turn of f  my gas,

huh?" "Yes, Vi l la is coming to take Jua'rez and we have to turn of f

everybody 's  gas , "  he  sa id .  "So ,  I  am VILLA. "  Na t  sa id ,  " I  tu rned

around and my helper was long gone, he had recognized him immediate-

ly."  He was nowhere to be found. The way Nat to ld i t ,  i t  was real ly



comi ca'l So ,  I  don ' t  know i f  he turned of f  the gas or not.

Did you ever do any travel ' l ing down in Mdxico?

I  don ' t  know Meix ico ;  a l l  I  know is  JuJrez .

What was Julrez l ike when you first came here?

Wel ' | ,  i t  had  some gambl ing ,  bu t  I

a l l  adobe houses. They were very

you  d idn ' t  do ,  j us t  l i ke  now.

donrt  remember too much. I t  was

good at  charging you for th ings

Did you ever gamble over there?

Not very I  was  a  loser .

D id  you know Har ry  Mi tche l l?

No, but didn' t  he have the Mint? I  dorEvnember the Mint .  Then there

was Frank  D ispensa,  he  owned an  I ta l ian  res ta t ran t j  the  capr i .

He bought some lots down in the va' l1ey when I  was working for the

real  estate company. Then there were the Logan sisters.  I  had

a chance to go over to the insurance part  of  the company, but Mr.

Henderson wou ldn ' t  le t  me because he  sa id  tha t  I  was  the  on ly  one

who could get along with the Logans. They had inher i ted Logan

He' ights f rom their  father.  He had been a colonel  here in the old



B

days. commander McKinney thinks his name was George and I  th ink- i t

was Tom. Al l  the streets were named for the fami ly out there.  They

a l l  had Sa in t  be fore  the i r  names.  Sa in t  Grace,  e tc .  There  were

three unmamied sisters,  Evelyn,  Grace and Mabel .  One kept care of

the house, one kept t rack of  the bookkeepingi  there was a salesman

at our of f ice that  fought her al  I  the way. I  just  d id my job and

tha t ' s  how come we got  a long.  The f i rs t  th ing  she d id  was f ind  ou t

which Porcher I  was. One day the manager said to her,  , ,you and

Mrs .  Porcher  ge t  a long f ine ,  don, t  $ou?"  She sa ido  "0 f  course  we

doo we know the same peopre".  That was the way of  the Logan sisters.

What were the Logan sisters l ike?

They weren' t  g i r ls  they were grown women. They were Theopat ists.  (?)

They didn' t  eat  meat.  They were the only ones that I  knew of here.

sure iy  there  were  more  though.  They  were  or ig ina l ]y  Ep iscopa l ian .

I  knew three more in Monterey.  They were Austral ians.  My husband

and I  ate at  their  house. They served us lamb chops, but they

d idn ' t  ea t  any .  Logan He igh ts  was no th ing  then.  There  was a  bonus

pa id  to  the  f i rs t  man who bu i l t  a  house ou t  there .  I  d idn , t  i l r ink

I 'd  ever  fo rge t  tha t  man,s  name;  he  hasn ' t  been dead very  1ong.

They bui l t  the f i rst  permanent house out there.  He was an Army man.

A lot  of  service men bought out there.  I rsnember some of the people

who l ived out there.  One day, a woman came in and said that  she had

to make the payment hersel f  because her husband had gone AhrOL and he

was in the stockade.

You said the Logan women ran the fami ly?



Yeso the  bro thers  d idn ' t  have any

off icers had a rough t ime i f  they

[ \o,  I  just  remember that  i t  was

a month.  I t  was fortunate that

d idn ' t  know any  bookkeep ing .

No, but not everyone wore

the  soc ie ty  g i r l s  mar r ied

center  o f  the  soc ia l  l i fe .

I  was always working.

say. I  guess the

d idn ' t  go  on  in to

sons of Army

the Army. They

had no standing whafsoever.

Do you remember how much the lots at Logan He igh ts  cos t?

f ive dol  lars  down and

that  was a l  I  I  had to

f i ve  do l  la rs

know, because

How far was Logan Heights f rom the base?

The base was in  the  same p lace  i t  i s  now.

Do you recal l  any prominent Army people?

No. There was a genera' l  who took my r id ing horse af ter  I , lef t  the

ranch and he was going to t ry to se1l  h im for me. I  don,t  remember

his name, but he was a very prominent Virginian.

Was there a man shortage here then?

a un i fo rm;  tha t  was  the  pres t ige .  A  lo t  o f

the of f icers out there.  Fort  Bl iss was the

I  was  no t  soc ia l l y  inc l ined  here  because



10

Was the  bu lk  o f  the  en l i s ted  men made up o f  Negro  so ld ie rs?

I never did see any Negroes out there,  except in World hlar I I .

Dur ing that war,  the soldiers had a lot  of  t rouble wi th the town/6ecause i !

was geared for of f icers and they would have nothing to do with the

enlisted men. The people from my church would take them home for

Sunday d inner .  I  on ' l y  took  en l i s ted  men to  my house;  I  wou ldn ' t

take any of f icers.  I  never t r ied to introduce them to gir ls because

I didn' t  know anything about their  backgrounds. Some of them urere

very nice boys. I  would take them to the val ley to the Porcher 's

ran_tel'o. They loved to go. You knour the Community Center? That

was part  of  the Porcher ranch; they donated that land.

That might have been in the ear ly days. They always had orchards.

Riverside was part  of  their  ranch.

D id  you know about  the  Tender lo in  d is t r i c t?

I  don ' t  know about  tha t .

Did you know Captain Greet?

Everybody  knew h im.  Bes ides ,  h j s  w j fe ' s  s i s te r  mar r i ed  one  o f  t he

Porchers,  She's  88 now.  Her  daughter  teaches at  UTEP now, Eleanor

Were they the ones that had the vineyards?



11

Cot ton  Ha l l

What k ind of  a man was Captain Greet?

He was a gent leman from a old southern fami ly.  I  th ink he was captain

of the Pol ice Department.  He was an alcohol icrbut I  never saw any-

thing but the best s ide of  h im. The f i rst  ranch that the porchers

had was where Tigua is now. carol ina Dr ive is named for the fami ly.

They so' ld i t  later.  They wanted to name i t  for  a daughter- in- law

who had d ied ,bu t  the  fami ly  wou ld  no t  s tand fo r  tha t .

Do you reca l l  any  o f  the  po l i t i c ians  in  E l  paso?

I don' t  remember.

l ,r jas there a lot of r ing  and an t i - r ing  t roub le?

I  don ' t  know.

Did you say there was anotherset of  Porchers in the val ley?

Yeso John Stoney Porcher. John for Army people and Stoney for school

Did you ment ion the Cadwal laders a minute ago?

Yes .



L2

Are there any of them left around here?

His daughter and grandaughter are st i l l  down there.  Channing

Brown is  the  name.  I  don ' t  be l ieve  she wou ld  ta lk  to  anybody.  She

was a  very  p re t ty  g i r l  bu t  very  unhappy.  She 's  qu i te  a  rec luse .

The Cadwal laders had a place adioining the Porcher ranch at  Tigua.

I 'm sor ry  tha t  I  cou ldn ' t  te l l  you  any th ing  in te res t ing .  I  knew

some of those people but I  don' t  remember anything about them.
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