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Daan Eugono M- Thomas
January  24 ,1970
Interview by Bud Nowman

N:  I  came up here  to  see you,  Dean Thomas,  because th is  gent leman has  been

wr i t jng  to  Bax ter  Fo l f  repeated ly .  H js  name is  L ' loyd  C.  Eng lebreck .

What  I  wou ld  l i ke  to  know is  why i t  i s  be l ieved tha t  Henry  Tros t  d jd  no t

des ign  any  o f  the  campus bu i ld ings ,  and a lso  who are  the  Gjbson and

Rob jnson peop le  ment ioned in  the  Fugate  book  and a lso  in  the  E l  Paso T imes

ar t i c le  o f  February  13 ,  l93B?

T:  h le l l ,  there  are  some o f  the  or ig ina l  b ' luepr in ts  down a t  Ho l ly '5*  p lace

wi th  Tros t  and Tros t  on  them,  the  or ig ina l  b ' luepr in ts  o f  the  bu i ld ings

tha t  were  f i rs t  pu t  up .

N:  So tha t ' s  the  man I  want  to  see.

T :  Wel1 ,  he  has  them.  They ,  o f  course ,  go t  awfu l ' l y  dog-eared.  Cap K idd  had

t rac ' ings  made o f  them.  There  were  some o f  the  or ig ina l  b luepr in ts  tha t

the  bu j ld ings  were  bu i l t  f rom tha t  I  tu rned over  to  Ho l ly .

N:  Can  you  t e l l  me  r i gh t  o f f - hand  wh i ch  bu i l d i ngs  we re  t he  o r i g i na l  bu i l d -

i ngs?

T :  The  o r i g i na l  bu j l d i ngs  we re  t he  ma in  bu i l d i ng ,0 l d  Ma in ;  t he  second  s to r y

pa r t  o f  t he  p resen t  Geo logy  Bu i ' l d i ng ,  wh ich  was  Chemis t r y  and  Me ta l l u rgy ;

the power house,  which was a two-story s t ructure that  is  now in tegrated

*Ho l l i ngshead ,  D i rec to r  o f  t he  UTEP Phys i ca l  P lan t .
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i n t o  t h e  E n g i n e e r i n g  B u ' i 1 d ' i n g ,  t h e  w e s t e r n  p o r t ' i o n  o f  i t ;  a n d  t h e  s o -

ca l led  Educat ion  Bu i ld ing  now,  wh ich  was the  dormi to ry .  Those were  the

four  o r ig ina l  bu i ld ings .

N:  That ' -s  r igh t  across  the  s t ree t  f rom Ke11y Ha ' |1  and up  the  s t ree t  a  b i t?

T :  Ke l l y  was  probab ly  bu i l t  about  two years  la te r ,  because Ke11y was ex js t ing

when I  came here  in  1922.  I t  was  no t  in  the  or ig ina l  g roup o f  bu i ' ld ings .

You had the  present  Educat ' ion  Bu j ld ing ,  wh ich  was the  dormi to ry ;  the  0 ld

Ma ' in  Bu i ld ing ,  wh ' i ch  vvas  ex is t ing  very  much as  j t  i s  now,  w i th  the  excep-

t ion of  the fact  that  later we excavated the basement,  which was unexcavat-

ed  a t  the  t ime.  The on ly  th ing  tha t  was  in  the  basement  jn  the  or ig ina l

bu i ld ' ing  was a  men 's  to l le t  on  the  le f t -hand s ide  as  you went  in to  the

bu i ld ing ;  the  books tore ,  tha t  was  jus t  the  f i rs t  par t  o f  tha t  o f f i ce ,

tha t  o f f i ce  tha t  i s  ex ' i s t ing  there  now.  That  was on  the  end and you en tered

from the outside. That was an instrument room. That was there at  the

t ime.  The on ly  rooms downsta i rs  were  a  men 's  to i le t  on  the  le f t -hand s ide ,

the  books tore  (wh ich  cons is ted  o f  on ly  the  f i rs t  o f f i ce  on  the  r igh t -hand

s ide) ,  then a  room used as  an  ins t rument  room.  You 'd  go  jn  the  doors

r igh t  there  by  the  s ta i rway  and a l1  you cou ld  do  was ge t  in  there ,  and

around there  lvas  a  jan i to r ' s  c lose t  under  the  s ta i rs .  The res t  o f  i t ,  the

rock  was up  as  h igh  as  your  head.  You cou ld  ge t  in  underneath  by  s toop ing

down jn  mos t  par ts  o f  j t .  In  the  ear l y '30s ,  Cap  went  in  the re  and  b las ted

out  tha t  basement  and made a l l  the  room tha t ' i s  there  now.  The dormi to ry ,

the  Majn  bu i ld ing ,  the  two-s to ry  par t  o f  the  present  Geo logy  Bu i ld jng  and
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the power house (which is  a  two-story job now in tegrated in to the En-

g inee r i ng  Bu i l d i ng ,  t he  wes t  end  o f  i t ) ,  t hose  we re  t he  o r i g i na l  f ou r

bu i l d ' i ngs .  Then  down  where  Seamon  Ha l l  i s  now was  a  shee t  me ta l  m i l l

bu i l d i ng  w i t h  some  m i l l i ng  equ ipmen t ' i n  i t  and  a  l i t t l e  o l d - t ime  b lack -

sm i th  shop  s i t t i ng  r i gh t  abou t  i n  f ron t  o f  wha t  i s  now Seamon  Ha l l .  Bu t

the  o r i g ina l  f ou r  pe rmanen t  bu i l d ings  were  those  I  was  te l l i ng  you  abou t .

N :  I  have  the  Fuga te  book  he re .

T: These Tpictures/  are f rom

known ' in those days. Here

Bu i ld ing .  Th is  /p l c tu re /

Bu i ld ing .

the  F lowsheet .

is the power

' is  taken from

This  fs  Keno HaJ l  as  i t  was

house and th is  i s  the  Chemis t ry

uo  above .  Th is ' i s  the  O ld  Ma in

What  year  d id  the  Admin is t ra t ion  Bu l ld ing  (where  the  L ib rary  s tands  now)

come a long?

. l938 .  
I t  was  the  f i r s t  bu i ld ing  tha t  was  bu j l t  a f te r  Seamon Ha l l .  Sea-

mon Ha l l  came a long in  1927 and there  was no  o ther  bu i ld ing  un t i l  the

L ib rary -Admin is t ra t jon  came a long in  
. |938.  

In  the  meant ime,  however ,  by

the  WPA and s tu f f  o f  tha t  sor t ,  the  th ree-s to ry  add i t ion  to  the  south  and

the  upper  par t  o f  the  Geo logy  Bu i ld ing ,  wh ich  j s  the  b ig  c lass room there ,

was pu t  on  to  Seamon Ha l l .  I t  was  in  LJPA t imes.

Ho l l i day  Ha l l  was  bu i l t  and  I  be l ieve  the  o ld  par t  o f  the  Eng ' ineer ing

Bu i ld ing .  I  don ' t  remember  the  exac t  da tes  o f  those.  Percy  McGee des igned
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the Li brary-Admi n' i  strati  on Bu i 1 di ng and Thormand des i gned Hol I i  day Ha'l  1 .

The  add i t i ons  t o  t he  bu i l d i ngs  - -  i nc l ud ing  t he  add i t i on  t o  Seamon  Ha l l '

t he  Chemis t r y  Bu i l d ' i ng ,  and  t he  Eng inee r j ng  Bu i l d i ng ,  wh j : ch  was  bu i l t  on to

the  power  house  - -  we re  des igned  by  Cap  K idd  and  were  bu i l t  on  a  comb ina -

t i on  o f  I ^JPA and  s ta te  money .  The  o r i g ina l  bu ' i l d i ngs  a re  a l l  wa l l  - bea r ing

s t ruc tu res .  The  fac t  o f  t he  ma t te r  i s ,  even  the  newer  bu i l d ings  wh ich

Percy  McGee  des igned  a re  wa l l -bea r ing  s t ruc tu res .

There  came a  t ime when the  Eng ineer ing  Bu i ld ing  / tnd7 the  add ' i t ion

to  Seamon Ha l l  des igned there  a t  the  co l lege by  Cap K jdd  were  no t  wa l l -

bear ing  s t ruc tu res .  What  we mean by  tha t  i s  tha t  these o lder  bu ' i ld ings

have no  concre te  whatever  in  the  wa l ls  themse lves .  There  are  no  co lumns

in  the  wa l l s .  They  went  down the  midd le  o f  the  bu i ld ing  w i th  a  se r ies  o f

columns and then the beams across thse columns to support  the var ious

f loo rs  were  bur ied  in  the  wa l l s .  The  wa l l s  a re  made o f  rock .  Tha t ' s

why ,  o f  course ,  in  the  o lder  bu i ld ings  you  ge t  th i s  immense  th ickness '  Pdr -

t i cu la r l y  in  the  0 ld  Ma in  Bu i1d ing ,  wh ich  i s  a  th ree-s to ry  s t ruc tu re  and

ra ther  1arge .  In  o rder  to  ge t  th is  ba t te r ,  your  inner  wa l l  i s  s t ra igh t

and then the  ba t te r  comes up  here .  I f  you  f in ish  i t  ou t ,  o f  course '  you

have to  f in ish  i t  ou t  w ' i th  about  e igh teen inches  o f  wa l l  a t  the  top .  So

when you come down 30 or 35 feet on that batter,  w' i th the inner wal l

be ing  ver t i ca l  and the  s lop ing  wa l l  ou t  here ,  tha t ' s  why  you ge t  tha t

immense  th ickness  o f  wa l l  ' i n  the  o lder  bu i ' l d ings .  You  no t i ce  in  the

Eng ineer ing  Bu i ld ingn  fo r  ins tance ,  and  the  newer  bu j ld ings  wh ich  a re

co lumns and beams,  concre te ,  the  wa l ls  a re  ius t  f i l l ed  in  and covered

over .  Now on  the  Eng ineer ing  Bu i ld ing ,  fo r  i ns tance ,  the  inner  wa l l  down
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in  the  basement  i s  here ,  wer l l  say .  You  s ta r t  th i s  ba t te r .  We l l  then ,

on  the  second f loor  the  wa l l  i s  moved in  a  l i t t le  b i t  and the  ba t te r  con-

t inues  on  up  and so  on .  But  you see,  you cou ld  take  ou t  every  wa11 in

the  new par t  o f  the  Eng ineer jng  Bu i ld ing  and  the  roo f  wou ld  s t i l l  s tand .

The  o lder  bu i ld ings ,  no .  They  a re  comp le te ly  wa l l -bear ing  s t ruc tu res .

N:  The roo f  res ts  on  the  wa l l  ins tead o f  on  t russes?

T:  Tha t ' s  r igh t .  } Je l1 ,  the  roo f  m igh t  res t  on  concre te  t russes  o r  beams,

but at  the same t ime those beams are supported by the wal I  s.

N :  Th is  i s  the  1  923  F lowshee t .

The o ld  power  house,  th is  por t ion ' i s  exac t ly  the  same.  You can see th ' i s

as  you go  down to  Seamon Ha l l  - -  th js  w jndow and th is  door  and what -no t

here .  The  f i r s t  pa r t  o f  the  Eng ineer ing  Bu i ld ing  was  bu i l t  th ree  s to r ies

out  here  to  the  eas t  a t tached to  th is .  La ter  we bu i l t  ano ther  s to ry  over

the  top  o f  the  power  house.  l . luch  la te r  the  "L"  go ing  to  the  south  was

at tached to  i t .

N:  Th i s  bus jness  o f  T i be tan  des ign ,  you  ca l l  i t  Bhu tanese  now ,  I  t h i nk .

T:  Bhutanese is  the  cor rec t  te rm.  The T ibe tan  has  very  much the  same th ing ,

except  fo r  the  fac t  tha t  the  roo fs  k ink  up  on  the  four  corners ,  mak ing  i t

more  Ch inese .  I t ' i s  f rom Bhutan .  Back ' in  the  o1d  days ,  wc 'd  have  v is i to rs

T :
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come look  a t  the  co l ]ege,  and a  number  o f  them had been to  Bhutan ,  and

they  remarked about  the  very  c lose  s imi ' la r i t y .  The or jg ina l  bu i ld ings ,

they've gotten away somewhat;  we11, of  course, they have gotten away,

per iod ,  w i th  the  bunch o f  c rap  they 've  pu t  ou t  there  la te ly .  But  the

idea /was  tha tT  they  were  bu i l t  in to  the  h i l l s ide ,  l i ke  the  Old  Main

Bu i ld ing  was.  0n  the  lower  f loor  there  was on ly  one open ing ,  a  door

fo r  p ro tec t i ve  purposes .  The  0 ld  Ma in  Bu i ld ing  as  i t  was  o r ig ina l l y

bu ' i l t  on ' l y  had the  majn  open i rg ,  a  w indow on one s ' ide  and a  w indow

on the other,  and then a door and a w' indow on the east end.

N:  Are  these  f i rep roo f  bu i ld ings?

They ' re  as  f i reproo f  as  you cou ld  ge t  a  f i reproo f  s t ruc tu re .

I  was  wonder ing ,  w i th  the  absence  o f  ex i t s .

Now,  t he  O ld  Ma in  Bu i l d i ng  has  a  f i r e  escape  on  t he  no r t h  s i de  ou t  o f  t he

th i r d  f l oo r .  The  o l d  do rm ' i t o r i es  had . . .  We l l ,  I  guess  t he re ' s  one  ou t

o f  t he  no r th  end  o f  Keno  Ha l l  r i gh t  now ou t  o f  t he  th i rd  f l oo r .  The re ' s

one ,  un less  i t ' s  been  removed ,  on  the  no r th  end  o f  Ke11y .  Tha t  en t rance

way  on  the  th j rd  f l oo r  o f  Ke ' l ' l y  was  bu i l t  a long  i n  the  ea r l y  ' 30s  when

we were  expand ing  and  the  L ' i b ra ry  had  o r i g ina l l y  been  i n  the  O ld  Ma in

Bu ' i 1d ing .  Tha t  en t r y  way  was  pu t  t he re  and  the  who le  th i rd  f l oo r  o f

Ke11y  was  to rn  ou t ,  a l l  t he  pa r t i t i ons  and  eve ry th ing  o f  t ha t  so r t ,  and

opened up complete ly  for  the L ibrary.  As you know now, you can ' t  get
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f r o m  t h e  s e c o n d  f l o o r  t o  t h e  t h i r d  f l o o r  o f  K e l l y  f r o m  t h e  i n s i d e ,  V o u

have to  go  ou ts ide  and around.  Th is  i s  one o f  the  s tandard  p ic tu res .

/BpUsf reS! ,  1925.J  Th is  i s  1925 and th is  i s  Ke l l y  Ha11.  Ke11y was

ex is t ing  when I  came to  the  co l lege ' in  1922 .  Th is  i s  Keno  Ha l l .

Now you can see the  door  and the  w jndow on the  eas t  end.  Th is  j s  the

Old  Main  Bu i ld ing ,  no th ' ing  on  the  f ron t  here  bu t  the  door ;  and,  by  God,

I  don ' t  th ink  we even had two w jndows,  ius t  the  door .

N :  Th is  Keno  Ha l l  j s  the  p resen t  Educa t ion  Bu i ld ing?

N:

That ' s  r igh t .

D idn ' t  i t  have the  name Burges  somewhere  a long the  l ine?

T:  Yes ,  they  changed j t  to  Burges .  Then when the  new men 's  dormi to ry  was

bu i l t  down there  and Educat jon  moved over  in to  Keno,  then tha t ' s  when

the  name changed aga in  to  the  Educat ion  Bu i ld ing .  But  i t  was  known as

Burges  Ha11 fo r  a  long t ' ime.

N:  I  don ' t  t h ink  tha t  we  cou ld  ge t  any  more  f i v i ng  ev idence  than  tha t  /wh ich /

you  have  j us t  g i ven .

T :  You  go  down  and  see  Ho l1y ,  and  i n  h i s  f o l i os  the re  ough t  t o  be  some o f

t he  o r i g i na l  b l uep r i n t s  w i t h  T ros t  and  T ros t  on  i t .  Th i s  dea l  i n

Francis '  book about  some other  arch i tect  was complete news to me.  What
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maybe happened, we were under the Board of  Regents at  the Universi ty

of  Texas, always. I t  may be that even in those days that they had

some sor t  o f  a  consu l t ing  arch i tec tu ra l  f i rm,  perhaps  down a t  Aus t in

or  someplace e lse ,  and maybe tha t ' s  how they  go t  in to  the  p ic tu re .  I

don ' t  know.

N:  The Gibson and Rob inson peop ' le ,  those are  the  peop le  down in  Aus t in?

T :  I  don ' t  know;  I 'm  suppos ' ing .  Th is  i s  the  0 ld  Ma in  Bu i ld ing  as  i t  was

or ig ina l l y  bu i l t  in  
. l9 . |8 .  

They  d id  have the  two w indows here ,  bu t ,  you

see ,  th i s ' i s  a  b lank  wa l l  he re ;  so  was  the  wes t  end  o f  the  wa l l .

When you came out here,  Dean Thomas, was i t  as a facul ty member?

T:  0h ,  no ;  I  went  to  schoo l .  I  was  there  as  a  s tudent  f rom 1922 to  1926.

I  went  back  in  the  fa l l  o f  
. |930  

on  a  one-year  cont rac t .  Th is  Fugate

says that a second dormitory was started in the winter of  1920-21. That 's

Ke1 1y  Ha l  I  .

N:  Now,  where  d id  you  ho ld  facu l t y  mee t ' i ngs  i n  t hose  days?

T :  When  you  had  p robab ly  e igh t  t o  t en  facu l t y  members ,  you  d idn ' t  have  much

t roub le .  They  were  genera l l y  he ld  i n  t he  Dean 's  o f f i ce ,  wh ich  was  i n

the  O ld  Ma jn  Bu i l d i ng .  As  you  go  up  t o  t he  second  f l oo r ,  i t ' s  t he  f i r s t

o f f j ce  to  the  l e f t ,  where  j t  was  Dr .  Knapp ' s  o f f i ce  fo r  many  yea rs .  I

8
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N:

beg  you r  pa rdon ,  t ha t  was  the  Reg is t ra r ' s

the  o f f i ce  nex t  t o  i t .  You  can  ge t  qu i te

I  t h i nk  i t ' s  p re t t y  au then t i c .

I 'm  go ing  to  have  to  do  a  l i t t l e  resea rch

never  heard of  them.

0 f f i ce .  The  Dean 's  0 f f i ce  was

a  b i t  ou t  o f  Fuga te ' s  book .

on G' ibson and Robi nson. I  '  ve

Fugate gives credi t  only to who produced the f i rst  sketches of  the campus.

N: I t  does present a mystery how Trost  and Trost  got into i t .  Maybe the

idea was taken over by Trost  and Trost .

T:  Apparent ly so.  0r  /_ i t  may bq/ that  w' i th the state of  Texas in i t '  j t

may have been that Trost  and Trost  came along and gave them a lower b ' id

on  des ign ing  the  bu i ld ings .  I f  you  cou ld  f i nd  an  E l  Paso  C i ty  D i rec to ry ,

you  migh t  check  up  on  th is  G ibson  and  Rob inson .  Bu t  as  fa r  as  I 'm  con-

cerned,  the  f j rs t  t ime I ' ve  ever  heard  o f  these peop le  was when Fugate 's

book came out.

I t ' s  n i ce  to  have  an  eng ineer  te l l  you  th ings  f rom h is  po in t  o f  v iew.
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