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Mrs. Eleanor Greet

Ju ' l y  26 ,  l968

Interviewed by Wi lma Cleveland

When did you come to El  Paso?

I came to El Paso in 1892; I was born in 1879. I came from a very

large fami ly f rom a rectory jn NaahvTl le,  Tenhessee. ntv Uioi f rer

developed TB af ter  a t r ip to Europe. He went to San Antonio f i rst .

Bishop Johnson was head of  the church there and he asked my brother

to come to El  Paso. This was in the ear ' ly  part  of  i882. He asked him

to take a church out here.  He had been rector of  a smal l  church in

Nashv i l le .  He had to  go  back  to  Nashv i l le  and se t t le  up  w i th  the

other  church .  In  the  meant ime,  h is  s is te r  had deve loped tubercu los is

a lso ,  so  he  brought  her  w i th  h im.  They  opened a  l i t t le  rec to ry

tha t  had no t  been used fo r  any th ing  bu t  a  l ib ra ry  o r  someth ing ' l i ke

tha t .  He brought  her  ou t  here  and a  l i t t le  la te r  on ,  another  s is te r

developed TB; two months later she came out here wi th her husband.

They were both very young and she died within a week. Her brother

had to go back to Nashvi l le to take the body and her husband, and on

the way to the cemetery, I was sitt ing behind rny brother jn-tFe hack

and he asked me i f  I  wanted to come to E' l  Paso. I  said yes.  I  was

just  about twelve years old.  The next day we started for El  Paso

on the  o ld  t ra in  be tween New 0r leans  and Nashv i l le .  I  th ink  tha t

old t ra in up at  UTEP was the one that brought me to El  Paso. I t  had

not rained here for  over a year and there were catt le on both s ides

of the road dead from lack of  water.  I  got  out here and al l  three of



US

on

l ived  a t  the  l i t t le  rec to ry .  Th is  was Sa in t  C lement 's  Church

Mesa Avenue.

D ' id  you deve lop  tubercu los is  a lso?

Not then; I  d id later on. I  l ived here a year f rom June ]893 and there

was a  lo t  go ing  on .  The peop le  jus t  coming in to  E l  Paso wou ld  come

to my brother to ask him quest ions.  The Porchers,  that  was the

f i rst  Porchers here,  inquired as to the farm r ights.  My brother

would get the church uni ted when they would al l  get  mad at  each

other.  He was prominent everywhere. The sick people would come to

him and ask him to get them rooms. El  Paso then had very few rooms.

There wasn' t  anything downtown. That whole block of  Texas Street

between Mesa and Stanton Streets had three houses on it. My

best  f r iend  l i ved  in  one o f  those houses .  The Cour t  House had a

big yard and we used to play in that  yard and we would go up into

the steeple of  the Court  House. hlhen I  was twelve I  used to pick

up cigaret te butts out of  the yard and go up into the steeple to

smoke.  I  was  a  very  bad l i t t le  g i r l ;  I  was  in  to  every th ing .  Where

the Popular is now, there was a plumbing shop and they had bathtubs

in the f ront yard.  Across f rom the rectory there was a blacksmith

shop.  And on  up  to  the  corner  there  wasn ' t  any th ing  bu t  Mrs .  Tay lo r ' s

D in ing  Room.  That  i s  where  H ixson 's  la te r  was .  We had to  go  down-

stairs there.  Edgar,  her son, was a p ' lumber and he used to f ix  our

bathrooms. There weren' t  too many who had bathrooms. I  used to

walk to the Plaza. There was a hotel  and i t  was cal led the Don



Pon.  That ' s  where  we a te  d inner  every  n igh t .  My s is te r  was  s ick

and I  was  jus t  a  l i t t le  g i r l .  ln le  d idn ' t  have any  he lp  so  Bro ther

took  us  up  there  every  n igh t  fo r  d inner .  I t  was  k ind  o f  l i ke

al l  country hotels.  I t  had a porch over the street.  There weren' t

s idewalks,  just  boards.  we would meet a lot  of  strangers.  I  remember

when Mrs.  DeGroff  came to El  Paso, there was great exci tment because

she was going to buy that hotel .  She bought i t  for  her sons by a

previous marr iage. One of  them was Richard 0rndorf f  and that was the

b ig  beg inn ing  o f  tha t  ho te l .  I t ' s  the  cor tez  now.  Across  the

street going back to where I  l ived there was a row of  adobe

houses. They went on Texas street on down Mesa Avenue. They were

one-room houses. Those were owned by a Negro woman named Mary woods

and we cal led her Aunt lu lary.  Her husband was John woods; he was a

pol iceman. she would come out to hang out her c lothes and we would

hang over our s ' ide fence and talk to her.  The church was toward

the front;  i t  was green and the sunday school  was in the back.

We d idn ' t  have a  ba throomi  we had a  water  c ' lose t .  I t  was  a  long

t ime before we got a bathroom. My brother put i t  in.

Was your mother 
' l iv ing 

then?

My mother had died when I  was four years old.  There were eleven

ch i ld ren .  I  was  the  seventh  daughter ;  there  were  e igh t  g i r l s  and

three boys.

And your brother was a minister?



Yes,  h is  name was cabe l l  Mar t in .  The min is te r  be fore  h im a t  s t .

c lements  was Dr .  H igg ins ;  he  was a  doc tor  and a  min is te ro  too .

He was a pract ic ing doctor.  Let  me te11 you about the beginning of

the  Popu lar ;  i t  was  or ig ina l l y  ca l i sher i  S tore ,  be ]ow san Anton io

on El  Paso street.  I t  was r ight  across f rom the Del Norte Hotel .

I t  was the on' ly dry goods store.  There was one bank; that  was the

State Nat ional .  Later they bought the corner at  san Antonio and

Mesa and bu i l t  the  Popu lar .  I t  was  jus t  a  smal l  s to re  then.  A t

the far corner going up san Antonio street was the post 0f f ice.

But the corner behind the bank by the Popular was the Methodist

Church .  Our  church  was a  l i t t le  f rame bu i td ing  w i th  the  yard

fenced in .  I  had no t  been there ' long  be fore  I  go t  d iph ther ia ;  a i l

the  H igg ins  ch i ld ren  had i t  and two o f  the i r  boys  d ied .  I t  i s  a

temfb le  d isease.  H is  daughter  was my f r iend  and she had i t  too .

They ' l i ved  on  Myr t le  Avenue.  Mrs .  Zack  Whi te 's  fami ly  and the  U.S.

s tewar t  fami ly  (  he  was v ice-pres ident  o f  F i rs t  Nat iona l  Bank)  a l l

l i ved  ou t  there .  Mrs .  wh i te  gave a  d inner  par ty  one n igh t .  I  s tayed

a t  the i r  house  tha t  n igh t .  H is  daugh te r  i s  s t i l l  a l i ve ,  Le igh  0s -

borne.  she 's  f i ve  years  younger  than I .  She 's  0wen wh i te 's  s is te r .

Owen white was very famous as a writer in New York. He was my sweet-

heart. Do you want me to te11 you who my sweethearts were? Oten

White,  Maury Kemp, James Mam, and there were more. I  was dat ing

when i  came here.  One night,  I  came in f rom a party and told my

sister that  I  had been kissed twenty t imes. She told me no more

kissing games; I  was too old.  ln le used to p ' lay "sweet beans and

bar ley  g rows" ,  tha t  was  a  k iss ing  game,and so  was , 'L i t t le  Sa l1y



l l r la lker" .  But my sister stopped the kissing games; she thought

that when I  got  twenty k isses that was too many. But I  loved those

boys. I  have a book that 0wen wrote.  He marr ied in New York.

Steven Bar low was one of  my boyfr iends, too.  He was the son of  an

Army o f f i cer .  He d idn ' t  l i ve  in  E l  Paso longn bu t  he  has  been

back here.  He was an of f icer,  too.  Rebecca Payne was my fr iend.

Her fami ly was very prominent here,  too.  The Paynes were brothers

o f ,  Mrs .  Whi te .  When I  go t  o f f  the  t ra in  a t  the  l i t t le  ye l low s ta t ion ,

I  was  taken to  Mrs .  Whi te 's  house f i rs t  o f  a l l .  My s is te r  was

staying there.  The f i rst  th ing that struck me was the way everybody

ro l led  the i r  r rRrs r r .  Dr .  Whi te  was a  very  respec ted  man and he  was

a wonderful  doctor.  He was the one who kept me al ive when I  had

d iph ter ia .  H is  w i fe  came and sa t  up  w i th  me n igh ts .  There  was

on ly  one hosp i ta l  and tha t  was  Hote l  D ieu .  Peop leo  then,  d idn ' t  go

to  the  hosp i ta l ' l i ke  they  do  now.  A  lo t  o f  peop le  came here  fo r

tuberculosis because i t  was high and dry.  My brother would take

these people to get rooms and the landlords wouldn' t  want to

rent to them because they had TB. My sister dfed with i t .  The year

af ter  we got here,  she wanted to go home. She was not wel l  and she

took me with her.  I  went to a seminary that  does not exist  now. I t

was over a hundred years old when I  went there.  I t  later consol idated

with Belmont.  Before she d' iedo she heard me p' laying the organ and

she to ld  me I  was  rea l l y  an  organ is t .  I  have p layed a l1  my l i fe .  I

p layed forty years for  the Jewish temple.  I  p layed for near ly every

church in El  Paso. That was af ter  I  came back the second t ime.

Everything was so smal l  and the people were so f r iendly.  The



prominent fami l ies were the Kemps, the Whites,  the paynes, the

Haggar ts ,  the  Magof f ins ,  and the  I rv ins .  Dr .  I rv in  had I rv in

High school  named for him. He was a very prominent doctor.

Brother had a buggy and a horse named Li t t le John, and when we

drove out to the smelter,  i t  was l ike going to the country.  LJe,d
go ou t  there  to  see the  Ep iscopa l  fami l ies .  I  d idn , t  have any th ing

e lse  to  do  so  I  wou ld  go  w i th  h im.  s is te r  taught  me my lessons

and we would play croquet.  I  would play on top of  the rectory.

I  loved to c l imb when I  was young. I  a lways to the top of  anything

I could see. when I  was ment ioning prominent fami l ies I  forgot

to ment ion the B.T. Hammetts;  he was mayor before char les Davis.

when I  came back the second t ime i t  was in 1g99. I  was near ly 20.

I  had jus t  f in ished go ing  to  Ward-Be lmont  Schoo l ;  i t  was  an  a l l

g i r l s  schoo l .  i  had  lo ts  o f  sweethear ts  there  too .  I  go t  s ick  ou t

there.  They sent me back here because I  had caught tuberculosis

from my brother and sister.  I  came back here and got we' l l  r ight

away- so,  in 1900, my sweetheart  came out here f rom Alabama and

we were maff ied.  [ . l .D.  Greet was his name and we were marr ied in

Apr i1.  we were marr ied only 37 years before he died. There was a

great deal more going on the second time I came back. tnle bought this

house over  fo r ty  years  ago.  Every th ing  in  i t  i s  an t ique.

Te l l  me about  your  husband.

He didn' t  know a soul  here when he came. We put him

House downtown near the plaza. I t  was near where the

Providence Hospi ta l  was started by a cousin of  mine,

in the Guest

l ib ra ry  i s  now.

Dr .  J .  She ldon



Horse ' ley l  you  never  hear  o f  h im.  H is  w i fe  was a  cous in  o f  mine .

They l ived on 0regon street.  I  knew his head nurse, Jeannie

Monico. she was a cousin of  the porcher fami ly.  she was a

wonderful  nurse. That was r ight  across f rom where i t  is  now. I t

was near the upson Avenue Drug Store.  No one ever ment ions that.

My husband died in Providence Hospi ta l  ani l  my baby was born there.

That was 44 years ago. I  have a son and a daughter.  My son

is head of  the Engl ish department at  Barnard in New york.  The

f i rst  baby was born in the rectory;  Dr.  Rawl ings was my doctor for

that baby. Dr.  whi te had died and they said that  when he died that

the Mexican peop' le f rom both s ides of  the border walked al l  the

way to the cemetery. They loved him.

He fe l l  down an e leva tor  in  the  She ldon Hote l .  He was work ing  a t

the Pol ice Stat ion and a Mexican boy got caught in the elevator on

the third f loor.  He asked i f  the s lack had been taken up and they

sa id  yes .  He pu l led  tha t  boy  up i  bu t  he  had no  bus iness  do ing  tha t

because when he pul led the boy,s legs up, the rope broke and they

fe l l  th ree  f loors .  I t  damaged h is  l i ve r .  we went  to  ca l i fo rn ia  and

every th ing .  He s tayed in  Hote l  D ieu  fo r  months  bu t  h is  l i ve r  was

never good af ter  that .  Then later on when the pierson Hotel  was

where the Time: is now, a crazy man stuck him with a kni fe.  He was

crazy and he had gotten off the train that afternoon. They took my

husband to Hotel  Dieu and the yard there was just  f i l led wi th the

peop le  tha t  loved h im.

How d id  Capta in  Greet  d ie?
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