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Mr.  Chester  Chope
In terv iewed by  l l l i lma C leve land
July 27, 1968

L { L :

CC:

Mr.  Chope,  you were  te l l ' i ng  me about  the  second t ime you came to  E l  Paso.

Wi l l  you  te l l  me some abor r t  th i s?

I  came to El  Paso to work i rn 1917. I  went to work for  the El  Paso Times

t he  day  I  go t  he re .  A t  t ha t ,  E l  Paso  was  a  c i t y  o f  abou t  75 ,000  peop le .

In  add i t j on  to  tha t ,  t he re  were  numerous  t roops  tha t  had  been  b rough t  he re

to  the  bo rde r  f o l l ow jng  the  Co lumbus  Ra jd  r ' n  wh ich  V i l l a  a t tacked  Co lumbus

and  k i l l ed  seve ra l  peop le .  Pe rhaps  I  shou ldn ' t  t e l l  you  abou t  t he  ra i d

because ' i t  was  cove red  t ho rough l y ' i n  t he  newspape r .  Wha t  I  cou ld  t e l l

you  wou ld  be  hea r - say  mos t l y .  I  was  acqua jn ted  w i t h  t he  men  who  we re in

Columbus at  that  t ' ime and I  knew some of  the so ld iers  who were sent  to

Co lumbus  a f t e r  t he  ra i d .

What  was your  f i rs t  job wi th  the I fmqsl

My  f i r s t  j ob  was  as  a  po l i ce  repo r te r .  A t  t ha t  t jme ,  t he  po l i ce  s ta t j on

and  the  cen t ra l  f i r e  s ta t i on  were  i n  one  bu i l d inq  a t  t he  co rne r  o f  0ve r land

and  S tan ton .  t r t  was  a  two-s to ry  bu i l d ing .  The  second f loo r  was  devo ted

to  the  po l i ce  cou r t .  A t  t ha t  t ime ,  a  ve ry  co lo r fu l  cha rac te r  was  Po l i ce

Judge  C .P .  Po l l ock .  He  was  a  re t ' i r ed  ra j l r oad  man  and  he  i s  now  dead .

The  c l e r k  o f  t he  cou r t  was  A lex  H .  Gonzd les .  La te r  i n  l ' i f e ,  he  became  we l l

known  as  a  Coun ty  Commiss ione l i n  Ys l  e ta .  He  bu i l  t  t he  f  i r s t  b r i dge

be tween  Ys le ta  and  Za raqoza  on  the  R io  Grande .  Mr .  Po l l ock  was  a  w ise -

c racke r  and  as  a  resu l t  t he  T imes  ass igned  a  repo r te r  t o  cove r  h i s  cou r t

eve ryday ,  and  to  wp i te  a  co lumn o f  "Po l l ock i sms" .  He  was  a  ro l y -po l y  man

and  he  sm i l ed  cons tan t l y .  He  was  p l easan t  t o  t a l k  t o  and  he  was  k i nd  t o

the  p r i  sone rs .
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In  those days , .E1 Paso was a  w ide  open town.  The pr isoners  were

pr imar i l y  dope add jc ts ,  d runks ,  e tc .  Mar i iuana vvas  common in  those days

and narco t ics  add jc ts  came to  E l  Paso because i t  was  easy  to  ge t  d rugs .

The drugs were manufactured across the border.  There were f requent f ights

and k j l l i ngs ;  every  Saturday  n igh t  we espec ted  to  have a  shoot jng  be fore

the  f i r s t  ed i t i on .

One o f  the  most  co lo r fu l  members  o f  the  po l j ce  fo rce  was J .D.  Veater ,

who la te r  became po l i ce  ch ie f .  He was a  b ig  man,  ta l l  and  heavyset .  He

pat ro ' l led  south  E l  Paso.  That  was known as  Ch jhuahu i ta .  I t  was  be low F i rs t

Street and extended to the r iver to a point  where the Peyton Pack' ing Plant

is  now.  Th is  was the  Second Ward .  I t  was  dangerous  fo r  peop le  who d idn ' t

l j ve  there  to  go  down there  a t  n igh t .  So ,  he  was the  on ' l y  one who pa t ro l led

tha t  a rea .  He rode a  huge Percheron horse .  He car r jed  a  r j f le  tha t  was

in  a  scabbard  on  h is  sadd le ;  he  wore  a  be l t  o f  ca r t r idges  a round  h is  m idd le .

He car r ied  two p is to ls  in  ho ls te rs  L in l f  a lso  car r ied  a  long cha ' in  to  wh jch

was a t tached leg  i rons  used to  b r ing  in  p r isoners ,  p ' lus  he  car r ied  two

sets  o f  handcuf fs .  E l  Paso,  as  I  sa jd ,  was  w ide  open.  There  were  severa l

sa loons  on  San Anton jo  and there  was gambl ing  beh ind  c losed doors .  I t

r ^ las  a  known fac t  and no  one made an a t tempt  to  shut ' i t  down.

In  the  f j re  s ta t jon ,  the  o ld  s team eng ine  tha t  had  been  used ' in

ear l i e r ;days  was  s t i l l  on  s tand-by  se rv ice .  I  saw i t  pu l led  ou t  one  t ime,

and a f te r  tha t  i t  was  re t i red .  Horses  were  used when I  came here  to  pu11

some o f  the  equ ipment .  Soon a f te r  tha t ,  they  were  rep laced w i th  motor jzed

t rucks .  l , ' l hen  I  came here ,  many o f  the  o ld  t ' imers  were  s t i l l  a l i ve .  Among

t hem was  L lewe l l yn  H .  Dav ' i s ;  he  was  m ' i n ing  ed i to r  o f  t he  Img ! - .  He  came
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he re  ' i n  1881  soon  a f t e r  t he  f i r s t  t r a i n .  He  and  Mr .  Po l l a rd  es tab l i shed

the  f i r s t  d rugs to re  he re .  He  to ld  me  j t  was  on  the  no r th  s ' i de  o f  San

An ton io  S t ree t  be tween  E l  Paso  S t ree t  and  the  a11ey .  He  was  a  ta l l ,

s l ender  man .  He  wore  a  mous tache  and  he  was  a  p leasan t  man  to  ta l k  t o .

He  was  a  g radua te  o f  t he  Un jve rs i t y  o f  t t ' l j ch igan  and  wore  a  Ph i  Be ta  Kappa

key.

Most  of  the t roops that  had been brought  here f rom the east  were

Na t i ona l  Gua rdsmen .  I  r eca l l  t ha t  on  Thanksg i v i ng  Day ,1916 ,  when  I  had

been  he re  two  mon ths ,  t he re  was  a  te r r i f i c  w jnd  and  sand  s to rm.  Th i s  w ' i nd

b lew  down  the  d in ' i ng  ten t  a t  t he  po in t  where  the  Techn ica l  H igh  Schoo ' l

now s tands .  Sand  cove red  the  tu rkeys  and  a l l  t he  o the r  f ood  tha t  had  been

prepared  fo r  t he  so ld je rs .  They  had  to  ea t  canned  ra t i ons  fo r  Thanksg iv ing

Day .  I  r eca l l  t ha t  one  o f  t he  p r i cnee r  bu j l d ings  s t ' i l l  s tand ing  when  I  go t

here was a one story  adobe at  the corner  where the Knox Hote l  now stands.

I t  housed  a  sa loon  wh ich  j n  p ioneer  days  was  ve ry  popu la r  and  was  s t i l l

popu la r  among  the  o ld t imers .  The  Knox  Ho te l  i s  a t  216  San  F ranc ' i sco  S t ree t .

0n  the  co rne r  o f  San  F ranc i sco  and  San ta  Fe  was  a  bu i l d ing  tha t  was  j n

the  o l d  days  used  as  t he  Ove r l and  S tage  bu i l d i ng .

The  T ime  occup ied  a  bu i l d i ng  on  Sou th  0 regon  S t ree t ,  wh i ch ' i s  now

used  by  the  Labor  Advoca te .  Members  o f  t he  s ta f f  j oked  abou t  us  pub f i sh ing

the  l a rges t  paper  i n  Chr ' na town .  Ch ina town  began  ' immed ia te l y  sou th  o f  t he

T ' imes  bu i l d ing .  The re  were  abou t  t h ree  hundred  Ch ' i nese  i n  E l  Paso  and

the j r  s to res  and  rooming  houses  occup ied  e i t he r  s ide  o f  0 regon  S t ree t  f o r

a  d j s tance  o f  two  b locks .  The re  was  a  Ch jnese  temp le  two  doo rs  sou th  o f

wha t  i s  now  Pa i sano .  Ch ina town  no  l onge r  ex i s t s  as  such .  The  Ch inese
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came to  E l  Paso as  ra i l road workers  o r ig ina l l y .  Some came across  the  r i ver

i1 ' lega l l y  and were  never  d jscovered or  repor ted .  The Ch inese peop le  as  a

who le  were  law ab id ing  and  gave  no  t roub le  to  anyone .  One inc jden t ' i n

wh ich  a  Ch inese  was  invo lved  where  the  po l i ce  were  ca l led  in ,  was  /when  th r ' s

Ch ' inese man/  hanged h jmse l f  w i th  a  be l t  f rom a  bed pos t  in  a  house on  South

Mesa tha t  was  a t  one t ime an  e legant  house o f  p ros t i tu t jon .  /T -he  reason fo r

th is  hang ing  has  neven been d isvovered. /  For  many years ,  the  man who was

mayor  o f  Ch ina town or  who spoke fo r  h is  peop le  was Mar  Ben.  He s t i l l

has  re la t i ves  here .  He  worked  p r inc ipa l l y  as  a  cook  in  a  res tauran t  on

South  E l  Paso St ree t .

There  was  a lso  a  la rgemi l i ta ry ' camp in  Deming  and  the  T imes  pub l i shed

an ed i t ion  espec ia l l y  fo r  Dem' ing .  When i  came here ,  the  T imes had a  s ta f f

tha t  inc luded J .D.  Ponder ,  who had been par t - t jme owner  and ed i to r  o f  the

T imes.  He was the  fa ther  o f  Dan Ponder ,  who la te r  became mayor  o f  E l  Paso.

$nother  wag/  ForbesParkh f  l l ,  who la te r  became a  na t iona l l y  known f i c t ion

wr i te r .  An  ' in te res t ing  s ide l ine  about  the  T ' imes was the  ra ts  who I  i ved  in

the  sewers  in  the  a11ey beh ind  the  T jmes.  They  were  so  bo ld  tha t  a t  n igh t

they  wou ld  come up to  the  second f loor  and use the i r  ta i l s  to  d ig  pas te

f rom the  pas te  ja rs .  Another  member  o f  the  T imes s ta f f  was  Peggy Hu l l ,  a

pre t ty  young lady  who came to  E l  Paso w j th  her ,  mother  to  work  fo r  the

T imes and la te r  deve loped a  shopp ' ing  co lumn fo r  the  T jmes.  She was sent

to  France;  she was probab ly  the  f j rs t  worqan fo re jgn  cor respondent  w i th

the  t roops .  She la te r  mar r ied  Harvey  Due l l ,  who was manag ing  ed i to r  o f

the  New York  News.  He was ra ted  as  be jng  the  h ighes t  pa id  manaEing  ed i to r

o f  a  newspaper  and  was  l a te r  k r ' l l ed  on  an  exp ressway  i n  Ne lu  Yo rk .  A f te r
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that ,  Peggy became a  f ree- lance wr i te r ,  and the  las t  t ime I  heard  about

her  she was in  Ch ina  wr i t ' i ng  d ispatches  and s to r ies  fo r  Nern- , ' spaper  Enterpr ises

AsSod' iat ion.  The ci ty edi tor  was Ulaude tsrov' tn,  an except ' iona' l  young man who

jo ined the  A. rmy shor t l y  a f te r  I  a r r i ved .  Fo l low ing  h is  d ' i scharge,  he  went

to  L i t t le  Rock ,  Arkansas  where  he  mar r ied  an  o j l  he i ress  who had la rge

in te res ts  in  the  E ldorado  0 i l  f i e ld .

The ed j to r  o f  the  T imes was James B lack ,  who was the  most  ab le  man

who had ever  served as  an  ed i to r in  E l  Paso.  He was a  qu ie t ,  easy-go ' ing

gent leman.  He never  ra ised  h ' i s  vo ice  to  a  member  o f  h is  s ta f f  bu t  he  was

fear less  in  the  opera t ion  o f  the  paper .  I  reca l l  tha t  one t ime,  Texas

Rangers  were  sent  here  to  en force  the  Proh jb j t ion  law.  Three o f  them s topped

At to rney  C leve land W.  Croom and h is  w j fe  and another  coup le  as  they  were

coming f rom h js  home over  by  the  Lakes ide  Shopp ing  Center .  Croom sa id

that his wi fe and other members of  the party were roughed up by the Rangers.

B lack  immedia te ly  wro te  an  ed i to r ia l  demanded tha t  the  Rangers  be  removed

from El Paso. Reports came to the Times that the Rangers were unhappy

about  th j ;s  repont  and jn tended to  v is j t  B lack .  The po l i ce ,  to  p ro tec t

Mr .  B lac lg  s ta t ioned two men in  the  T jmes Bu i ' ld ing .  They  occup ied  the

room that dur ing that day was used as the Women's Department.  They were

armed w i th  shotguns .  Th js  room loked ou t  in to  the  la rge  ed i to r ia l  room.

One even jng ,  these th ree  ta l l  men w i th  guns  on  the i r  h ips  came in to  the

ed i to r ia l  room and asked fo r  Mr .  B lack .  I  was  c i ty  ed i to r  a t  tha t  t ime

and I  to ld  them tha t  Mr .  B lack  was ou t  to  d inner .  I  asked them i f  they

were  Rangers  and they  jus t  sa id  tha t  they  wanted  to  see Mr .  B lack .  But

they never returned. There was no shoot ' ing because they turned and walked
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ou t  o f  t he  bu i l d i ng  and  neve r  came  back .

B lack  opposed  the  o rgan iza t j on  o f  t he  Ku  K lux  K lan  i n  I 92L .  He  took

a  f ea r l ess  s tand .  I  r eca l l  i n t e r v i ew ing  C .L .  Fe rman ,  t he  o rgan i ze r ,  who

came  he re  t o  d i r ec t  es tab l i shmen t  o f  t he  K lan .  I  t a l ked  t o  h im  i n  t he

lobby  o f  t he  o ld  She ldon  Ho te l .  Ano the r  t ime  I  was  sen t  t o  w r i t e  down  the  names

o f  t he  men  who  en te red  the  Odd  Fe l l ows  Lodge  bu ' i l d i ng '  where  a  K lan  mee t ing  was

be ing  he ld .  I  a l so  checked  t he  ca r  l j cense  t o  ga in  a  l i s t  o f  t he  members

o f  t he  K lan .  Because  o f  h i s  f ea r l ess  s tand  i n  denounc ing  t he  K1an ,  many

th rea ts  were  made  on  B lack ' s  l i f e .  A  few  even ings  a f te r  some th rea ts  were

made,  [ i l r .  B lack went  home ' in  a pof  ice prowl  car .  But  a  few weeks la ter ,

he  s ta r t ed  go ing  home  w i t h  me  abou t  11 :00  o r  11 :30  j n  t he  even jng  on  t he

s t ree tca r .  He  l i ved  on  Nor th  F lo rence  a  b lock  f rom where  I  l i ved .

In  those  days ,  E1  Paso  was  a  haven  fo r  lungers ,  as  tubercu los is

were  ca l led .  There  were  th ree  la rge  san i ta r ium devoted  express ly  to

t rea tment  o f  tubercu los is .  One was Hendr icks ,  one was Homan and the

was Ro l  s ton .

pa t ien ts

the

other

You  asked  me  wha t  happened  to  Mr .  B lack .  When  the  T imes  was  pu rchased

by  Hughes  D .  S la te r  o f  t he  He ra ld ,  Mr .  B lack  wen t  t o  Los  Ange les  w i t h

Eddy  S ' immons ,  who  was  the  owner  o f  t he  T jmes  when  i t  was  so ld .  They  wen t

w i th  the  pu rpose  o f  pu rchas ing  the  Los  Ange . les  News .  I t  was  owned  by

young  Vande rb i l t .  Tha t  j ob  f e l l  t h rough  and  Mr .  B lack  t ook  ove r  a  j ob  as

a  f i nanc ia l  w r i t e r  f o r  a  b roke rage  house .  He  was  i n  sem ' i - re t j nemen t  wh i l e

he  a l so  worked  as  a  t roub le -shoo te r  f o r  t he  Hears t  newspapers .  One  t ime  he

was  sen t  t o  A t l an ta  t o  s t r a i gh ten  ou t  a  dea l  t ha t  Mr .  Hea rs t  d ' i dn ' t  l i ke .

I  v i s i t ed  Mr .  B lack  a  f ew  t imes  i n  Los  Anqe les  and  he  came  he re  a l so .  He
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d ied  severa ' l  years  ago and was bur jed  jn  Los  Ange les .

In  those days  there  was a ' la rge  number  o f  cor respondents  w i th  nor thern

newspapers  and eas tern  newspapers  because o f  the  Mex ican Revo lu t ion .  Many

stayed at  the Paso del  Norte on an expense account.  I t  was referred to as

the  brewers  d ream because o f  i t s  o rna te  co lumns and marb le  t i le .  The

Sheldon Hotel  was the center of  act iv j ty jn the downtown area; cat t lemen,

ranchers ,  peop le  fnom M6x ico ,  and peop le  f rom a l l  over  the  southwest

s tayed there .  Bur t  0 rndor f f  was  the  manager .  He la te r  went  to  Br im jngham'

A labama.  H is  b ro ther ,  Seth ,  was  a  county  commiss ' ioner  a t  one t ime and a

popu la r  sher j f f .  H ' i s  mother ,  Mrs .DeGau l le  was  in te res ted  in  po l i t i cs .

She opera ted  the  Orndor f f  Hote l  where  the  Cor tez  is  now.  I  reca l l  on  one

occass ion  she asked me to  accompany her ,and her  chauf feur  to  Fabens where

she met  Governor  Pat  Nef twhowas comingtoE l  Paso fo r  a  v is j t .  He came by

t ra jn  to  Fabens and f rom Fabens he  was brought  in to  E l  Paso by  Mrs .  DeGaul le .

She was an  in te res t ing  person.  She as  a  w idow had opera ted  a  ho te l  in

Tucson and brought her boys to E1 Paso when they establ jshed the Orndorf f

Hote l .  She had a  br i l l i an t  mind  and a  fo rce fu l  charac ter .  She was o f

med ium he igh t ,  p1ump,  and  qu i te  ac t j ve .  Se th  was  p robab ly  one  o f  E l  Paso 's

most  h igh ly  known men.  He sa id  tha t  he  was a lways  campaign ing  fo r  h is

nex t  o f f i ce .  He was popu lar  w i th  newspapermen because he  f requent ly  wou ld

ca l l  and  g ive  us  t i ps .  As  an  ac t ' i ve  po f i t i c ian ,  he  usua l l y  ca r r ied  a  book

of  Po l l  Tax  rece ip ts  so  tha t  he  cou ld  s ign  up  prospec t ive  vo ters .

Mach ine  po l i t i cs  was common jn  those days .  I t  was  genera l l y  conceded

tha t  buy ing  vo tes  was common prac t ice .  In  o ther  words ,  corne  Po l l ,Tax  t ime,

taxes  were  pa id  w i th  cash wh ich  was g ' i ven  to  the  vo ters .  I  have no  abso lu te
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p roo f  o f  t h i s  excep t  one  t jme  a  repo r te r  b rough t  me  $1 .50  and  l a i d ' i t  down

on  my  desk  and  to ld  me  tha t  i t  was  fo r  my  Po l l  Tax .  I  t o ld  h jm  t , o  take  i t

back  to  the  pe rson  who  gave  i t  t o  h im .  I  r eca l l  t ha t  t he  c i t y  ha l l  mach ine

con t ro l l ed  a  ce r ta in  amoun t  o f  vo tes  and  on  one  occas ion ,  repo r t s  on  the

t rend  o f  vo t i ng  was  rece i ved  i n  a  back  room o f  t he  c i t y  wa te r  works  o f f i ce .

Ar t  Woods,  who was super in tendent  of  the water  works,  was ih  charge.  When I

came hene ,  ex -mayor  Ke l l y  was  s t i l l  a  power fu l  po l i t i ca l  f i gu re  bu t  h i s

power  faded  soon  a f te r  t ha t .  Among  the  co lo r fu l  cha rac te rs  o f  t he  po l i t i ca l

wor ld  was  J .  Po r te r  Bender ,  who  jn  h i s  ea r l i e r  days  had  been  a  repo r te r  on

the  o ld  New York  Hera ld .  He  came to  E l  Paso  fo r  h i s  hea l th ,  and  became

jn te res ted  i n  po l i t j c s .  He  l i ved  i n  S to rmsv i l l e ,  a  se t t l emen t  on  t he  mesa

where  the  R jm Road  mans jons  now s tand .  S to rmsv i l l e  was  a  g roup  o f  adobe

houses  occup ' i ed  p r i nc ' i pa1 ' l y  by  Mex ican -Amer i cans .  Bender  vo ted  them as  a

b lock .  I n  t hose  days ,  some o f  t he  vo t i ng  p rec inc ts  i n  t he  c i t y  and  the

coun ty  he ld  back  t he i r  r e tu rns  un t j l  t he  t r end  o f  vo t i ng  was  es tab l i shed .

In  my  t jme ' i n  E l  Pason  we  have  been  fo r tuna te  to  have  some s t rong  mayors .

Some  o f  t hem were  Tom Lea ,  R .E .  She rman ,  R .E .  Thomason ,  and  J .M .  Dud ' l ey .

Mayor  Tom Lea was a prominent  at torney,  who was widely  known as a defense

a t to rney  i n  c r im jna l  cases .  He  was  the  fa the r  o f  Tom Lea ,  t he  a r t i s t .

Mayor  Sherman  took  o f f i ce  a t  a  t ime  when  f j nances  o f  t he  c i t y  were  under

dep lo rab ' l e  cond i t i ons .  He ' s  espec ia l l y  known  fo r  h i s  ab i l i t y  j n  pu t t i ng  t he

c i t y  on  a  be t te r  f i nanc ia l  f ounda t jon .  Mr .  Sherman  was  a  rea l  es ta te  dea le r .

Mr .  Thomason  was  an  a t to rney .  He  came to  E l  Paso  fo r  h i s  hea l th  and  l a te r

became a  Congressman ,  t hen  Un i ted  S ta tes  D js t r i c t  Judge .  Mr "  Dud ley  was  a

contractor  who in  ear l ' ier  days constructed par t  o f  the ln lex ican Centra l  Rai ' lway.
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He was a strong mayor.

Get t ing  back  to  the  lungers ,  in  ear ly  days  near ly  a l l  houses  and

rooming houses  had s leep ing  porches ;  tha t  was  because lungers  were  adv ised

to  s tay  in  the  open as  much as  poss ib le  and s ' leep  in  the  open.  A lso  there

was  no  a i r -cond i t i on ing  in  those  days ' in  E1  Paso .  E l  Paso  was  ho t  as  i t

is  now and the porches were used as bedrooms in the summert ime. Houses were

cons t ruc ted ' in  b r ick ' in  those days .  C i ty  o rd inance requ ' i red  tha t  houses

be f i re  p roo f  on  the  ou ts ide .  That  was because o f  the  poss ib ' i ' l i t y  o f  f i re

spread ing  dur ing  h igh  w jnds .  A f te r  Wor ld  War  I ,  t roops  were  pu l led  ou t  o f

E l  Paso,  and E l  Paso su f fe red  a  severe  depress ion .  Popu la t ion  dropped,  the

rea l  es ta te  became a  drug  on  the  marke t .  Houses  tha t  so ld  fo r  $6 ,000 or

more  pr io r  to  the  depress iono wh ' i ch  wou ld  nowadays  se l l  fo r  $20,000 or

$30 ,000 ,  were  se l l i ng  fo r  eas j l y  $4 ,000  o r  $4 ,500 .

In  the  ear ly  1920 's ,  Myr t le  and Magof f in  were  s t i l l  good res ident ia l

a reas .  Sunset  He ' igh ts  was be ing  deve loped as  an  ou ts tand ing  res ident ia l

a rea .  Some o f  the  most  pnomjnent  c i t ' i zens  had homes on  Magof f jn  and Myr t le ,

inc lud ing  the  Co les  b ro thers ,  and  Mayor  Char les  Dav is ,  C i t y  Na t iona l  Bank

pres ident ;  U lysses  S.  S tewar t  was  a lso  in  tha t  a rea .  'The Burges  bro thers  bu i l t

f ine  honres  thene.  In  Sunset  He ' igh ts ,  Mayor  Dav is  bu i l t  h is  home;  J .F .  l , . l ' i i l i ams,

the  banker ,  a lso  bu ' i l t  h is  home out  there .  James L .  Mar r ,  a  rea l  es ta te

dea le r ,  deve loped  Aus t jn  Ter race ,  wh ich  i s  s t i l l  a  ve ry  n ice  res jden t ia l

a rea .  In  tha t  day  i t  was  most  ou ts tand ing  in  E ' l  Paso.  He ' impor ted  exo t ' i c

shrubs  and t rees  f rom many par ts  o f  the  wor ld ,  to  p lan t  jn  the  s t ree t

d iv iders .  Some o f  the  p lan ts  and shrubs  d ied ,  and in  recent  years  they

were cut out when the streets were widened by the c i ty.  Cotton was not the
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big crop when I  came here.  There were extensive pear onchards between

El  Paso and Ys le ta .  Smi th 's  0 rchard ,  be tween the  Southern  Pac i f i c  and

what  i s  now Nor th  Loop road,  looked l i ke  a  fo res t .  The Cadwal lader  o rchard

was a lso  huge.  Those orchards  have been cu t  o f f  in  recent  years  fo r  res i -

dent ia l  deve lopment .  in  those days  pears  were  sh ipped f rom a  pack ing  p lan t

in  Ys le ta  as  fa r  o f f  as  London ,  Eng land .

There 's  been a  grea t  change in  t ranspor ta t ion  in  E l  Paso in  the  las t

f i f t y  years .  The ra j l roads  came jn  1881.  H ighway deve lopment  had no t  been

remarkab le  in  tha t  per iod .  For  ins tance,  be tween Las  Cruces  in  the  1920 's

thene was no th ing  bu t  a  d j r t  road.  Ar izona boas ted  o f  i t s  f ine  h ighways ,

wh ich  were  no th ing  bu t  g rave l  roads .  I  reca l l  mak ing  a  t r ip  in  1920 to  Los

Ange les  tha t  was  qu i te  an  exper ience.  Between Tucson and F lo rence,  there

was no  grave l  in  the  d ips ,  wh ich  were  dry  s t reams.  When i t  ra ined,  the

h ighway depar tment  f i l l ed  the  d ips  w i th  b rush .  A  t r jp  f rom E1 Paso to  Los

Ange les  was an  adventure  in  those days .  I  reca l l  tha t  one t r ip  made by  Pau l

Harvey  was cons idered qu i te  a  fea t  because o f  i t s  loca t jon  in  the  Pass  o f

the  Nor th .  E l  Paso  saw the  coming  o f  the  f i r s t  p lanes .  The  f i r s t  p lanes

were  brought  to  E1 Paso fo r  the  chase o f  V i l la  in  M6x ico .  A f te r  tha t  came

the  commerc ja l  p lanes .  The  f i r s t  ma i l  p lanes  were  open  cockp i t  DeHav j lans .

One o f  the  DeHav i lans  f l y ing  west  f rom the  a i r f ie ld  c rashed beh jnd  what  j s

now Kern  P lace .  The p i lo t  was  un in ju red .  La ter  one o f  the  f j rs t  commerc ia l

passenger  p lanes  c rashed near  the  same spot .  The amus ing  inc ident  repor ted

in  the  newspaper  about  tha t  was  o f  a  young man who was us ing  the  to i le t  a t

t ime and go t  caught  w i th  h ' i s  pants  down.  He was un in ju red .  In  the  ear ly  days

the  Army 's  a round- the-wor ld  f l ie rs  s topped a t  For t  B l i ss .  L indberg  landed
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a t  t he  ba l l oon  hanger  a t  Fo r t  B l i ss .  He  was  g ree ted  by  a  l a rge  c ' rowd  as

he  s topped  he re  ove rn igh t  on  h i s  re tu rn  f rom h i s  t rans -a t l an t i c  f ' l i gh t .

He  was  taken  i n  a  mo to rcade  to  the  Paso  de l  No r te  Ho te l .  The re ,  he  was

in te rv jewed  by  the  newspapers .  0n  l and ing ,  he  re fe r red  to  h im  and  h i s  p lane

as  'we ' .  L i ndbe rg  was  a  young  man  t hen - - t a l l ,  s l ende r ,  r e t i r i ng ,  and  hand -

some.  The  Amer i can  and  Con t jnen ta l  A i r l j nes  p ioneered  th rough  E l  Paso .

Ea r l y  day  p l anes  l ooked  some th ing  l i ke  c i ga rs .  Fo r  i ns tance ,  t he  f i r s t

t ha t  f l ew  the  ma . i l  t o  M6x ico  was  a  Lockheed  Vega ;  t he  cab in  was  made  o f

p l ywood .  Among  the  marve l s  o f  a j r  t r ave l ,  E l  Paso  saw an  ea r l y  day  expe r i -

men t  ' i n  ' l i gh te r  
t han  a i r  d i r i g ib l  es  when  the  i l  I  - f a ted  Shenandoah  t rave l  ed

ove r  the  c i t y  and  th rough  the  l ow-a l t i t ude  pass  i n  t he  moun ta ' i ns  on  j t s

ma iden  wes te rn  voyage .  W i re less  te ' l eg raph  ope ra to rs  o f  t he  A rmy  S igna l

Co rps  a t  Fo rs t  B l i s s  kep t  i n  t ouch  w i t h  t he  Shenandoah  wh i l e  i t  was ' i n  t h i s

reg ion .  The  b i g ,  c i ga r - shaped  s j l ve r  bag  g l i s t ened  j n  t he  ea r l y  dusk  as  i t

headed  th rough  the  pass ' i n to  the  se t t i ng  sun .  Passengers  and  c rew members

asked  fo r  ma jo r  l eague  baseba l l  sco res ,  wh ich  they  rece ' i ved  immed ' i a te1y .

P ress  assoc ia t i on  repo r te rs  sen t  d i spa tches  desc r ib ing  the  beau ty  o f  t he

dese r t  sunse t  as  the  sh ip  91  i ded  ove r  E l  Paso .  Opera to rs  were  kep t  busy

copy ing  messages  i n  headquar te rs  a t  t he  base  o f  t a l l  w i re less  towers  on  the

mesa  immed ia te l y  eas t  o f  t he  Fo r t  B l i ss  0 f f j ce rs '  Quar te rs .  The  Shenandoah

la te r  was  des t royed  ' i n  an  acc iden t .  The  f j r s t  beacon  togu ide  p i l o t s  o f

n i gh t - f 1y r ' ng  p l anes ,  espec ia l l y  open  cockp i t  ma i l  p l anes ,  i n  ea r l y  days  o f

av ia t i on  was  cons t ruc ted  by  the  S tandard  O ' i l  Company .  I t  vvas  on  the  t i p  o f

Moun t  F rank l i n  above  Scen ic  Dr i ve .  I t  was  one  o f  t he  f i r s t  beacons  i n  the

en t i re  coun t r y .  La te r ,  t he  fede ra l  gove rnmen t  i ns ta l l ed  a  t ranscon t i nen ta l
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sys tem o f  beacons.

Most  t rave l  th rough E1 Paso in  the  ear ly  days  was by  passenger  t ra in .

Luxur ious  t ra ins  s topped here  fo r  twenty  to  th i r ty  minu tes .  Newspaper  re -

por te rs  made regu la r  ca l l s  to  the  t ra ' in  s ta t jon  to  in te rv iew prom" inent  peo-

p le .  I  reca l l  tha t  Co lone l  Hunt ing ton ,  the  ra i l road magnate ,  b rought  a r t

purchases  f rom the  eas t  coas t  to  h is  p r iva te  ga l le ry  in  Los  Ange les .  One

of  the  pa in t ings  was  ga insborough 's  "B lueboy" .  Ano ther  t ime ,  he  b rough t

"Mrs .  S iddens" ,  ano ther  ce lebra ted  pa in t ing ,  th rough  E l  Paso .  In  the

ear ly days, paved roads did not extend very far  beyond E1 Paso. Highway

B0 was  on ly  a " two- lane  road  and  t rave l  was  1 igh t .  I  reca l l  t rave l l i ng  f rom

El  Paso to  my home in  the  va11ey n ine  mi les  down a t  80  mi les  an  hour .  There

was no traf f ic  to bother me. Large cottonwood trees on ei ther s ide of  the

road fo rmed a  canopy be tween E1 Paso and Ys le ta .  One o f  E l  Paso 's  most

heav i i y  t rave l led  s t ree ts  was sub jec t  to  c r i t i c i sm when i t  was  cons t ruc ted

or ig ina l l y .  The Army wanted  a  second ou t le t  f rom For t  B l i ss  eas t .  A t

tha t  t ime,  H ighway 80  was the  on ly  road ava i lab le .  County  Judge E.B.

McCl in tock  pushed th rough the  cons t ruc t ion  o f  what  was Wornb le  Bou levard .

He was sever ly  c r i t i c i zed  a t  tha t  t ime.  i t  i s  now Trowbr idge St ree t .  Pass-

enger  t ra ins  have been rep laced by  fas t  ie t  p lanes ,  and t rucks  have , :

rep laced a  la rge  amount  o f  the  f re igh t  bus iness  tha t  the  ra i l road used to

hand' l rd .

In  the  ea r l y  twen ty ' s  one  o f  t he  ga the r ing  p laces  was  Rober t s  B ro the rs '

Ca f6 ,  wh i ch  was  j n  t he  basemen t  o f  t he  M i ' l l s  Bu i l d i ngs .  I t  was  one  o f

E l  Paso ' s  bes t  ea t i ng  p laces .  The  food  was  ou ts tand ing  and  a t t rac ted  the

bes t  c l i en te le .  I n  t hose  days  food  was  compara t i ve l y  cheap ,  espec ia l l y  t he
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Chjnese res taurants .  The Ch inese in  Ju6rez  came to  M6x ico  d ' i rec t l y  f rom

China. They were not the same as the ones who came to El  Paso to bui ld the

ra ' i l road.  Some o f  them eventua l l y  qo t  to  E l  Paso as  merchants  and s tudents .

The Chews came f rom Ju6rez .  Mrs .  Her l jnda  Chew was one o f  my bes t  f r iends .

She repnesented  Southern  Pac i f j c  Ra j l road and Steamsh ip  L ines ,  wh jch  so ld

t ranspor ta t ion  to  Ch inese in  Judrez  who t rave l led  to  San Franc isco  where

they  took  s teamsh ips  to  Ch jna  to  v is i t  the j r  fami l ies .  Some o f  them went

to Ch' ina f rom Judrez to mary and rear a fami ly which they supported by

sendjng money from Judrez back to Chjna. lv l rs.  Chew and her husband operated

a grocery  s to re  in  Judrez  fo r  years ;  la te r  they  were  admi t ted  in to  the  Un i ted

States and they became prominent in El  Paso.

in  the  Roar jng  Twent ies ,  Judrez  was a  Mecca fo r  thousands o f  th i rs ty

Amer jcans .  Bars  and ca f6s- - they  were  ca l led  cabare ts  jn  those days- -s tood

wal l  to wal l  on the 16th of  September Street.  Owners imported bands and

orches t ras  f rom the  Un i ted  Sta tes  fo r  the  cabare ts .  Peop ' le  came here ,

espec ' ia ' l1y  on  weekends,  to  make 'whoopee ' .  Par t  o f  the  t ime the  br idge

c losed  a t  10 :00  o r  a t  12 :00 ,  depend ing  on  the  cond i t i ons  a t  tha t  t ' ime .

At one t ime I  was the only newspaper reporter who had a pass to return

across  the  border  a f te r  12 :00 .  I t  was  jssued by  the  Ass is tan t  Cus toms

Col lec to r ,  Mr .  I l Jar ren  Carpenter .  Cus toms inspec tor ,  Lou ie  Ho lzman,  was in

charge o f  the  br idge a t  n igh t .  I t  was  h is  du ty  to  open the  ga te  fo r  me when

I  ye l led  fo r  adm' iss ion  in to  the  Un i ted  Sta tes .  0n  some occaes ions  he  was

too  busy  to  come down and open the  ga te ,  so  I  had to  c l imb over .  I  reca l l

that  one t ime I  tore the seat of  my pants and became very angry.  I  reported

the  inc ident  to  Mr .  Carpenter  and then he  issued s t r i c t  o rders  tha t  there-



Chope I4

af ter  the gate was to  be opened for  me.

0n  many  occass ions ,  peop le  were  t rapped  in  Jud rez  when  the  ea r l y  c los ing

hours  were  i naugura ted .  One  t ime  when  the  b r i dge  was  to  s tay  open  un t i l

12 :00  bu t  o rde rs  came  to  c l ose  i t  a t  9 :00 ,  E l  Pasoans  d j dn ' t  be l i eve  t ha t

the  b r j dge  wou ' l d  be  c losed  a t  t ha t  hou r  and  rema ined  i n  Ju6 rez .  When  they

came to  the  b r i dge  j t  was  c losed  and  they  cou ldn ' t  ge t  ove r .  I  usua l l y

te lephoned  my  o f f i ce  be fo re  re tu rn ing  f rom the  R io  B ravo ,  wh ich  was  the

bes t  ho te l  i n  Ju i i r ez  a t  t ha t  t ime ,  0n  th i s  occass ion ,  t he  l obby  was  f i l l ed

w i th  young  women ,  mos t  o f  t hem members  o f  p rominen t  f am i l i es  o f  E l  Paso ,

mos t  o f  t hem wa ' i 1 ing  tha t  t hey  wou ldn ' t  ge t  home a t  t he  t ime  they  had

promised  the i r  f am j l i es .  They  were  us ing  the  phone  and  when  they  saw me

us ing  the  phone  they  t r i ed  to  ge t  me  to  use  my ' i n f l uence  to  ge t  t hem th rough

the  ga te ,  wh i ch  I  cou ld  no t  do ,  o f  cou rse .  0n  such  occass ions ,  some

E l  Pasoans  s l ep t  on  t ab les ,  espec ia l l y  i n  t he  B ig  K ' i d  Cd fe .  The  b r i dge

was  opened  a t  1 :00  a .m .  t o  pe rm i t  me  and  a  t ax i  and  John  Ph i1 l i ps ,  ano the r

repo r te r ,  t o  c ross  f rom Ju6 rez .  I  cove red  a  t ra in  robbery  40  m j les  sou th

o f  Jud rez  tha t  had  taken  p lace  ea r l i e r  j n  t he  day .  Band i t s  f rom Jud rez

he ld  up  the  E rup t i on  M in ing  Company  pay ro l l  t r a jn  and  escaped .  They  escaped

w j th  $25 ,000  a f te r  t hey  had  de ra i l ed  the  t ra jn  and  execu ted  a l l  s i x  men  on

the  t r a i n .

A long  abou t  noon  I  was  t ' i pped  by  a  f r i end  o f  m ' i ne  a t  t he  R io  B ravo  Ho te l

t ha t  t he  t ra jn  had  been  robbed  and  the  men  had  apparen t l y  been  k i l l ed .  The

t roops  t ra in  f rom Jud rez  l e f t  abou t  4 :30  i n  t he  a f te rnoon .  l l l j t h  pe rm iss ion

o f  t he  genera l ,  I  wen t  w i th  the  t roops .  The  en t ' i r e  t ra in  c rew and  the  pay -

mas te r  o f  t he  E rup t j on  m ines  had  been  l i ned  up  by  an  embankmen t  on  a  cu rve
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and shot  in  the  head.  I t  was  no t  un t j l  1 :00  jn  the  morn ' ing  tha t  we re tu rned

to  Judrez .  0n  the  re tu rn  t r ip ,  I  rece ived the  wors t  f r igh t  o f  my en t i re

l i f e .  A l though  I  had  been  under  f i re  a t  the  r i ve r  p r io r  to  tha t  t ime ,  I

was  s t i l l  f r igh tened.  I  was  s i t t ing  on  the  s tep  o f  an  open passenger  car

when we approached a  smal l  town.  Occass iona l l y  the  t ra in  s topped so  the

so ld ie rs  cou ld  go  ahead to  see i f  anyone was t ry ing  to  dera j l  i t .  When

we s topped  a t  th i s  par t i cu la r  p lace ,  I  heard  a  no ise  in  the  h igh  b rush  a t

the  s jde  o f  the  t racks .  I  f roze  fo r  I  thought  perhaps  i t  was  the  band i ts

re tu rn ing  to  a t tack  the  t ra jn .  Out  o f  the  brush came a  bumo laden w i th

mesqu i te  b rush ,  logs .  They  were  used there  to  burn  fo r  charcoa l .  l ^ lhen we

ar r ived  ' in  Judrez ,  John Ph i l l ' i ps  was there  w i th  a  tax j  to  take  me to  E l

Paso .  The  Assoc ia ted  Press  he ld  j t ' s  w jne  open  fo r  th i s  s to ry .  And  as  I

wnote,  sentence by sentence, the copy was torn f rom the typewri ter  and

put  on  the  w i res  and a lso  sent  to  the  compos ing  room in  t ime fo r  the  presses

to  ro l l  a t  2 :00  in  the  morn ing .  The band i ts  were  never  captured  a l though

the  po l i ce  and mi l i ta ry  fe l t  sure  they  knew who the  leader  was.  No one

ta lked and no  ar res ts  were  made.

A few years later dur ing the Escobar Revolut ion,  Escobar t roops had

evacuated  Judrez  and no  one was in  charge o f  the  po l i ce  fo r  severa l  hours .

The man who was head o f  the  band i ts  took  over  as  po l i ce  ch ie f .  In  o ther

words ,  the  head o f  the  band j ts  was ch ie f  o f  po l i ce  fo r  severa l  hours .  He

was disarmed and ja i led temporar i ly  af ter  the government was reorganized in

Judrez .

One o f  the  most ' in te res t ing  peop ' le  in  Judrez  in  the  twent ' ies  dur ing

the  per iod  when I  was  work inq  there ,  was  U.S.  Consu l  John W.  Dye.  Mr .  Dye
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was  the  tweed  t ype .  He  was  s lender ,  qu ie t ,  and  re t i r i ng .  He  was  ve ry

cou rageous .  He  was  the  sou rce  o f  seve ra l  i n te res t i ng  s to r i es  tha t  I

cove red .  One  occas ion  he  rece i ved  a  no te  tha t  was  b rough t  t o  h ' im  by

messenger  f rom a  young  woman  who  sa id  she  was  be ing  he ld  p r i sone r  by  a

Ch ' i nese  i n  an  abandoned  dance  ha l l  on  the  S t ree t  o f  t he  Dev i l ,  wh ich  was

the  zone  o f  t o le rance  j n  Jud rez .  He  asked  me  to  i nves t i ga te  fo r  h im .  I

wen t  t o  the  p ' l ace  and  found  the  woman  l y ing  on  amat t ress f i l l ed  w i th  s t raw

in  t he  back  room o f  t h i s  bu j l d i ng  t ha t  was  pa r t i a l l y  d i l ap ida ted .  A t  one

t i rne  i t  had  been  a  huge  house  o f  p ros t i t u t i on  and  dance  ha l l .  I  con fe r red

wi th Mr.  Dye and decided we had bet ter  get  he1p.  I  contacted Mother  Mary

Warren of  the Salvat ion Army.  She had never  been to Judrez pr ipr  to  that

t ime .  She  accompan ied  me  to  tha t  p1ace ,  and  by  cand le l i gh t  as  the  vesper

be l l s  we re  r i ng ing  i n  t he  o l d  chu rch ' i n  Jud rez ,  she  kne l t  on  t he  g round

bes ide  the  bed  and  took  th i s  d i r t y  d i sheve led  woman  in  he r  a rms  and  p rayed .

She  immed ' i a te l y  a r ranged  to  take  th i s  woman  to  E l  Paso .

I  ca l l ed  Mr .Dye  t o  ge t  pe rm iss ' i on  f r om the  immig ra t i on  au tho r i t i e s .

The  woman  to ld  Mr .  Dye  tha t  he r  b ro the r  was  a  p rominen t  banke r  i n  Oh ' i o .

Mr .  Dye  w i red  Oh ' i o  and  es tab l j shed  tha t  she  was  the  s i s te r  o f  t h j s  man .  She

had  been  a  d rug  add ic t  and  d r i f t ed  down  and  down  un t j l  she  ended  up  i n  th i s

abandoned  danceha l l .  She  had  become indeb ted  to  the  Ch jnese  fo r  morph ine

and  he  had  used  he r  as  a  p ros t i t u te  to  ge t  paymen t  f o r  t he  d rugs .  She  had

reached  the  po in t  where  she  was  no  l onger  usab le  as  a  p ros t i t u te  and  he  was

s ' imp ly  a l l ow ing  he r  t o  d ie  ' i n  t h j s  abandoned  danceha l l .  The  young  woman

was la ter  re turned to  her  hometown and 1.1r .  Dye to ' ld  me that  she had been

p laced  i n  a  san i ta r i um.  i  wou ld  have  j udged : the  woman  to  be  22  to  maybe  24 .
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She was emac ja ted ,  her  ha i r  was  mat ted  and tang led ,  her  c lo thes  were  jn

ta t te rs ;  she  was  a  te r r ib le  s igh t .  She  was  p rac t i ca l l y  a  ske le ton .  She

was so  s ick  tha t  she  cou ld  hard ly  move.  That  i s  how lvb ther  Warren  became

a rescue agent  fo r  the  Sa lva t ion  Army in  Judrez .  In  years  fo l low ing  she

became one o f  the  most  w ide ly  known peop le  in  Judrez .

0n another occasjon, Mr.  Dye asked me to see what I  coul  d Ldd about ex-

pos ing  a  g roup o f  con f idence men who were  f leec ing  Amer icans  in  Judrez .

They  were  opera t ing  ou t  o f  a  bar  on  the  16 th  o f  September  S t ree t .  The i r

method was to  p ick  up  unsuspect ing  Amer ican tour is ts  and te l l  them how

easy  i t  wou ld  be  to  p ick  up  some money in  a  Ch inese gambl ing  house on

Ugar tes  St ree t ,  wh ich  was known as  the  St ree t  o f  the  Dev i l .  Eventua l l y

the  v ic t ims wou ld  be  s t r ipped o f  a l l  the i r  cash.  Mr .  Dye suggested  tha t

i  under take  th is  p ro jec t  a f te r  two o f  them had t r jed  to  p ' i ck  me up in  f ron t

o f  the  Customshouse.  The po l j ce  were  do ing  no th ing  about  i t .  A f te r  a

ser ies  o f  s to r jes  we had run  o f  Amer icans '  exper iences  and in te rv iews w i th

the  o f f i c ia ls  in  Judrez ,  Mr .  Dye went  to  the  mayor  and demanded tha t  these

men be expe l led  f rom M6x ico .  They  were  ja ' i1ed  temporar j l y  and f ina l l y

expe l led  f rom Judrez  across  the  Santa  Fe St ree t  b r idge.

A t  one  t ime,  horse  rac ing  was  a  b ig  leg i t ima te  bus ' iness  jn  Judrez .

I t  was  c losed dur ing  the  Revo lu t jon .  There  were  th ree  d i f fe ren t  a t tempts

to  reopen the  t racks  dur ing  the  twent ies .  The las t  t ime bus iness  was so

bad tha t  the  races  were  f i xed  so  horse  cou ld  w in  the  purse  to  pay  the i r

feed b i l l s .  in  the  ear ly  twent ' ies ,  in  Judrez ,  food was very  cheap in

restaurants.  Twenty-f ive cents would buy a 
' large 

steak, German or French-

f r ied  po ta toes ,  severa l  rad ' i shes ,  severa l  g reen on ions ,  b read and bu t te r ,

somet imes  a  s ide  o rder  o f  squash  o r  sp inach ,  a  cu t  o f  p ie ,  and  co f fee .  I
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had such a  break fas t  there  the  day  a f te r  V i l la  was dr iven  f rom Judrez  in

1919.  I  a te  tha t  b reak fas t  a t  the  Annex Caf6 ,  ad jo in ing  the  Annex Bar  on

the 16th of  September Street.  I  looked from the window and a two-wheeled

car t  fu l l  o f  dead men was be ing  drawn to  a  church  on  a  h i l l ,  f rom wh ich

po in t  the  bod ies  were  taken to  the  cemetery  fo r  bur ia l .

Dur ing  Proh ib i t jon  days ,  ba t t les  be tween the  gangsters  and the  border

guards  were  f requent .  One t ime,  i t  was  no t  l iquor  tha t  was  the  cause o f

the  f igh t ,  bu t  ammuni t ion  tha t  was  be ing  smugg led  to  Judrez .  Two smugg lers

attempted to carry two cases of  ammunit ion across the r iver whjch was very

low,  immedia te ly  west  o f  the  Santa  Fe St r "ee t  b r idge.  U.S.  so ld ie rs ,  who

were on guard at  the br idge, saw them and shouted for them to stop. When

the soldiers at tempted to apprehend the men, they were f i red upon by the

men f rom the  Judrez  s ide  o f  the  r j ver .  The smugg lers  d ropped the  cases  o f

ammuni t jon  and f led  to  the  Ju6rez  s jde  o f  the  r i ver  under  cover  o f  gunf i re

f ron  men on the  Judrez  s ide  o f  the  r i ver .  The U.S.  so ld ie rs  took  re fuge

beh ind  a  p i le  o f  adobe  b r j ck  on  the  r i ve r  s ide .  Cus toms agen ts  and  immigra -

t ion  men te lephoned  fo r  po l i ce .  Cap ta in  B j l l  S impson  o f  the  po l i ce  fo rce

and two o ther  men inc lud ing  Char l ie  Wood,  a  pa t ro lman,  hur r ied  to  the  Santa

Fe St ree t  b r idge.  Capta in  S impson spoke Span ish  f luen t ly ;  he  shouted  across

the  r i ver  tha t  he  was go ing  ou t  in to  the  r j ver  to  recover  the  ammuni t ion .

At  tha t  t ime,  no  one knew what  was jn  the  cases .  La ter  i t  was  presumed tha t

the  ammuni t jon  was des t ined fo r  the  Judrez  gar r ison .  l . lhen  he  was f i red

upon,  Capta in  S impson re t rea ted  hur r ied ly  beh ind  the  p i le  o f  adobe br ick .

The so ld ie rs  re tu rned the  f i re  and the  qunf i re  across  the  r i ver  las ted  severa l

mi  nu tes  .
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The shoot ing  f rom the  south  s ide  o f  the  r i ver  s topped when the

commander of  the Judrez garr i  son sent a detachment of  caval  ry to the

bat t le  scene.  The ra t t le  o f  sabers  and o ther  equ ' ipment  cou ld  be  heard

d is t jnc t l y  as  the  horsemen moved  a long  the  levee  l i ke  s i l houe t tes  in  the

n igh t .  Cap ta in  S impson ,  who  spoke  Span jsh ,  ye l led  to  the  Mex ican  so ld ' i e rs

not  to  shoot - - tha t  he  was go ing  to  wa lk  ou t  on  a  sandbar  to  recover  the

two large boxes that had been dropped by the srnugglers.  The Mexjcan troop

commander  agreed.  Under  the  c i rcumstances ,  we be l ieved Capta in  S impson

was  tak ing  a  b ig  r j sk .  He  lugged  the  heavy  cases  to  the  edge  o f  the  r i ve r ,

where  the  U.S.  Customs agents  took  over .  Capta ihS impson shouted  to  the

Mex jcan  so ld je rs  tha t  the  cases  were  packed  t igh t  w i th  r i f l e  ammun i t jon .

The  Mex ican  t roop  commander  rep l ied  w j th  a  cour teous 'good  n igh t ' ,  and  the

horses  c lopped s1ow1y away.

That  was one r i ver  ba t t le  in  wh ich  no  b lood was shed bu t  o ther  men

d ied  r 'n  border  f igh ts  be tween rum-runners  and U.S.  o f f i cers  dur ing  Proh ib i -

t ion  days .  A t  tha t  t ime I  was  work ing  as  c i ty  ed i to r  o f  the  T imes.  l ' ' l os t

of  the staf f  had gone home for the n ' ight  and I  turned my work over to the

ass is tan t  ed i to r .  I  ca l led  a  tax j  and to ld  the  dr iver  to  hur ry  down to  the

Santa  Fe br idge.  La ter  he  to ld  me tha t  he  thought  I  was  drunk  because I

was  runn ing  in to  a  gun f igh t .  The  purpose  o f  th i s  s to ry  i s  to  te11  an

amus ing  inc iden t .  A f te r  I  go t  the re  the  f i r i ng  subs ided  and  I  was  s tand ing

as  one  s ide  o f  a  b r i ck  p i1e .  Sudden ly  the  f i r i ng  s ta r ted  aga in  f rom the

other  s ide  o f  the  r i ver .  Everybody ran  fo r  cover  beh ind  the  p i le  o f  b r icks .

There  I  was ,  w i th  ha l f  o f  my body  exposed on  the  end o f  the  p i1e .  I  shouted

to  Char l ie  Wood,  who was nex t  to  me,  to  scoot  over ;  too  much o f  me was
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s t ick ' ing  ou t .  And years  a f te r ,  the  po l i ce  a ' lways  reminded me tha t  too

much o f  me was  s t i ck ing  ou t .

I  was  c i ty  ed i to r  o f  the  T imes when V i l la  a t tacked Judrez  the  las t

t ime  on  June  5 ,  1919 .  John  M iddaugh ,  l vho  i s  head  o f  t he  Jou rna l i sm

Depar tmen t  a t  t he  un i ve rs i t y ,  i n  h i s  book ,  FR0NTIER NEIA ISPAPER,  devo tes

severa l  paragraphs to  the fact  that  I  received a wr j t ten message f rom

V ' i l l a  add ressed  to  the  Mex ' i can  Consu la te  i n  E l  Paso  to  su r render  the  town

to  avo id  b loodshed .  The  message  was  sen t  t o  t he  T jmes  Fy  V i1 la  by  a  runner

fo r  Mr .  B lack ,  t he  ed i to r .  Mr " .  B lack  was  home fo r  d inne r  a t  t ha t  t ime .

The  f j r s t  ed i t i on  had  been  pu t  t o  p ress ,  pu t  t o  bed .  I  was  s i t t i ng  i n  t he

w indow in  the  ed j to r i a l  room,  l ook ing  ou t  on  San ta  Fe  S t ree t ,  when  a

dus ty ,  t a l l ,  l i gh t - comp lex ioned  young  man  en te red  the  room and  asked  fo r

t he  ed j t o r .  I  t o l d  h im  tha t  I  was  s i t t j ng  i n  f o r  t he  ed j t o r ,  t he  ed i t o r

was  ou t  t o  d inne r .  He  handed  me  a  no te  and  th i s  no te  was  add ressed  to  the

N lex i can  consu la te  i n  E l  Paso '  I  go t  i n  t ouch  w i t h  t he  consu l ,And reas  Ga rc fas '

a t  t he  Jockey  C lub  i n  Jud rez .  I  knew he  a te  the re  i n  t he  even inqs .  I  de l i ve red

the  message  t ha t  sa id  t ha t  V i l l a  wou ld  a t t ack  t he  c i t y  t ha t  even ing  i f

he  had  rece i ved  no  rep l y  by  11 :00  tha t  n igh t .  The  Mex ican  Consu la te

l aughed  and  sa id  t ha t  V i l l a  cou ldn ' t  t ake  Jud rez .  A t  11 :00 ,  t ha t  n i gh t

t he  f j r s t  sho t  was  f j r ed .  V i l l a  d i d  a t t ack  Jud rez .  The  ba t t l e  r aged  f o r

two  days .  F ' i na l1y ,  seve ra l  bu l l e t s  had  been  f  i r ed  ' i n to  E l  Paso  and  two

peop le  had  been  k i11ed ,  so  Amer i can  t roops  c rossed  the  r i ve r  and  d rove

V i l l a ' s  men  ou t  o f  t he i r  camp a t  t he  Jud rez  race  t rack .  Be fo re  they  c rossed

the  r i ve r ,  a  ba t te ry  o f  75  m i r l l ime te r  a r t i l l e r y  was  p laced  a long  the  r i ve r

f ron t immed ia te l y  eas t  o f  t he  S tan ton  S t ree t  b r i dge  to  she l l  t he  race  t rack
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' i n  o rde r  t o  d r i ve  t he  V j l l i s t as  ou t .  Fo r  seve ra l  yea rs ,  ev i dence  o f  t he

she l l i ng  cou ld  be  seen  on  the  roo f  o f  t he  g rands tands .

One  o f  t he  j n te res t i ng  s to r j es  tha t  came ou t  o f  M6x jco  i n  t he  ea r l y

twen t ies  v ' l as  tha t  o f  t he  expu ls ion  o f  Dav ' i d  LaMar r ,  known  as  the  Wo l f  o f

Wa ' l l  S t ree t .  A f te r  h j s  i nd i c tmen t  i n  New York ,  he  f l ed  to  M6x ico  where  he

remained for  severa l  months before he was depor ted by the Mexican govern-

men t .  I t  was  my  good  fo r tune  to  be  g ran ted  the  on l y  j n te rv iew  he  gave  a f te r

he  was  depor ted  to  E l  Paso .  The  Wo l f  o f  Wa l l  S t ree t ,  o r  Dav id  LaMar ro  had

impersona ted  members  o f  t he  cab ine t  t o  ob ta in  i n fo rma t ion  w ' i t h  wh ich  he  used

to ra id  the s tock market  in  New York.  He was taken by federa l  agents to

the  o f f i ce  o f  A . J . l ^1 .  Schm id ,  U .S .  Commiss ione r ,  whe re  he  was  a r ra i gned  on

the warrant  that  had been sent  f rom l ' lewYork.  He was taken to  ja i l  by Deputy

Marsha l  A .  H .  Woe lbe r .  LaMar r  t a l ked  f ree l y  t o  the  comm' i ss ione r .  Bu t

he  d jd  no t  answer  a l l  t he  ques t ' i ons  tha t  I  wou ld  have  l i ked  to  have  had  fo r

a  news  s to r y .  So  as  he  wa l ked  w i t h  Woe lbe r  t o  t he  j a i 1 ,  I  wa l ked  a l ong

s ' i de  o f  h im  on  the  s idewa lk  and  ta l ked  to  h , im .  f {oe lbe r  t h rea tened  to  a r res t

me  fo r  j n te r fe r j ng  w i th  a  fede ra l  p r i sone r ,  bu t  I  con t i nued  to  wa l  k  bes ide

h im.  F r {  I  wasn ' t  a r res ted ;  and  as  a  resu l t ,  I  r ece i ved  a  ve ry  good  j n te r -

v i rew .  I t  was  the  on l y  one  ob ta jned  fo r  a  l ong  t ime .  He  was  l a te r  conv ' i c ted

and  se rved  t ime  in  a  fede ra l  pen ' i t en t i a ry .

A  l i t t l e - known  fac t  i s  t ha t  t he re  i s ' l ow -g rade  coa l  i n  t he  moun ta ins

back  o f  Jud rez .  Mr .  Dav i s ,  be t t e r  known  as  Judge  Dav i s  t o  h i s  f r i ends

and  p ' i onee rs ,  t ook  me  to  an  ou t - c ropp ing  o f  a  ve in  o f  l i gn i t e  i n  a  sho r t

canyon  h igh  i n  t he  Jud rez  mo i rn ta ins  wh ' i ch  he  sa id  he  had  owned  fo r  many

yea rs .  L i gn i t e  i s  a  so f t ,  b rown j sh -b lack  coa l .  The  Jud rez  depos i t  has  no t

been  m ined  commerc ia l l y ,  so  fa r  as  I  know.
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The f i rs t  ta l  k ing  mot ion  p ic tune was shown a t  the  Crawford  Theater .

"The  Jazz  S inger " ,  s ta r r ing  41  Jo lson ,  was  the  beg inn ing  o f  modern

ta lk ies .  I t  c rea ted  a  loca l  sensa t ion  and  d rew se l lou t  aud iences .  There

is a parking lot  today at  North Mesa and Main Street where the Crawford

Theater stood for many years.  Then there was the t ime when Mary Garden,

the  opera  s ta r ,  came to  town fo r  a  concer t .  Len Schne ider ,  a  T jmes repor te r

was ass igned to  in te rv iew her .  He ca l led  a t  the  su i te  in  the  Paso de l

Norte Hotel  and found her gracious but bored in a strange p1ace. " l , r lhy not

see  the  s igh ts  in  Judrez?"  Len  sugges ted .  "Le t 'S  go , "  sa id  Mary .  A f te r

tour ing  the  Mex ican  town in  a  tax i ,  the  pa i r  s topped  a t  the  T ivo l i ,  a  long

es tab l i shed  gambl ing  ha l l  tha t  was  the  c l i j e f  a t t rac t ion  in  Judrez .  Mary

l i ked  the  peop le ,  the  co lo r  and  the  exc i tement  jn  the  p lace .  And  the  peop le

l i ked  her .  Many d idn ' t  know who she was,  bu t  they  responded w j th  en thus iasm

to  th is  f r i end ly ,  magnet ' i c  pe rson .  I t  wasn ' t  l ong  be fo re  she  was  s i t t i ng

on the bar and s ' inging a request number.  Then she remembered her engagement

' in  E l  Paso.  So Mary  and Len were  agd in  in  a  tax i ,  th js  t ime bound fo r

E l  Paso .  Tha t  n igh t  in  L iber ty  Ha l l ,  Mary  was  jn  exce l len t  vo ice .  Her

a f te rnoon w i th  Len ' in  Ju6rez  had a  therapeut ic  e f fec t .  Len Schne ' ider  went

to  la rger  f ie lds .  He was c i ty  ed ' i to r  o f  the  New York  C i ty  f4 i r ro r ,  a  Hears t

newspaper ,  when he  d ' ied .

I t4 rs .  Ha l le t t  Johnson,  a f fec t ionate ly  known as  Ma Johnson,  b rought

cu l tu re  to  E l  Paso.  As  jmpresar io ,  she  in t roduced and organ ized the

Communi ty  Concer t  Assoc ia t ' ion  and sponsored theat r i ca l  compan ies  ou t  o f

New York .  She brought  severa l  compan ies  o f  l , i6x ico 's  bes t  a r t i s ts  to

E l  Paso.  Not  a l l  were  f inanc ' ia l  successes ,  bu t  Ma cont inued in  her  e f fo r ts
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to  g ive  E l  Paso the  bes t  o f  s tage produc t ions .  E l  Pasoans o f ten  sa id  they

wanted to see the best of  Broadway's musica' l  comedy product ions.  Ma booked

the  b ig  compan jes  fo r  L iber ty  Ha l l .  Some drew la rge  aud iencesn o thers  were

f inanc ia l  fa i lu res .  Dramas and comedies  were  rece ived w i th  the  same fa te .

But  Ma never  qu i t .  She was de termined to  g ive  E1 Paso the  bes t ,  and she

d id .  Mus ic ians ,  s ingers ,  i n  g roups  and  as  ind iv idua ls ,  a l1  top  s ta rs ,  came

to  E l  Paso under  Ma management .  There  were  se l l -ou t  houses  and there  were

sparse  aud jences .  Unt i l  the  day  she passed away,  she never  re t rea ted .  E l

Paso ' i s  r i cher  aes the t i ca l l y  because  Ma Johnson  l i ved  and  labored  here .

She shou ld  no t  be  fo rgo t ten .

In  the  twent ies ,  E1 Paso was a  foca l  po in t  in  the  search  o f  C la ra

Ph i l l j ps ,  who  was  wanted  in  Los  Ange les  fo r  the  murder  o f  ano ther  woman.

C lara 's  case became ce lebra ted  because she d jsappeared.  Her  husband was

a  sea  cap ta in .  She  was  charged  w i th  k i l f i ng  a  woman who was ' innocen t  o f

be ing  invo lved w i th  her  husband.  C lara  became known as  the  ' t ' i ger  woman '

' in the newspapers.  Dur ing the search, two young men who were the sons of

a  p rominent  Judrez  phys ic ' ian ,  the  Ur ibe  bro thers ,  were  ar res ted  in  Los

Ange les  and charger l  as  be ing  the  bra jns  o f  a  r jng  tha t  s to le  expens ive

automobi les  in  the  mid-western  s ta tes .  They  took  the  cars  to  Los  Ange les

for  re -sa le .  One o f  the  Ur ibe  bro thers  was mar r jed  to  a  beaut i fu l  young

woman who sa id  tha t  she  had been a  Fo l l ies  chorus  g i r l  in  New York  a t  one

t ime.  She  made a  dea l  w i th  Po l i ce  Ch ie f  0aks  in  Los  Ange les  tha t  she

wou ld  he lp  f i nd  C la ra  Ph i l l i ps  fo r  the  re lease  o f  he r  husband  and  h is

brother.  She came to El  Paso and started her search from here when i t  was

reported that Clara had come to Judrez.  For some two weeks, Mrs.  Ur ibe
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l i ved at  the Paso del  Nor te where she kept  under  cover  and away f rom the

newspaper  men .  I  happened  to  see  he r  en te r  t he  l obby  o f  t he  ho te l  one

day and fo l lowed her  to  her  room. I  had known her  husband and she knew

tha t  I  knew he r  husband .  I  p rom ised  he r  t ha t  I  wou ld  no t  revea l  he r  h id ing

p lace  i f  she  wou ld  l e t  me  have  he r  s to r i es  exc lus i ve l y .  I n  t en  days  to  two

weeks  I  d id  have  he r  s to ry  exc lus i ve l y  a ' l t hough  o the r  repo r te rs  f rom Los

A .nge les  had  been  sea rch ' i ng  fo r  he r .  I t  deve loped  tha t  C la ra  Ph j l l i ps  had

no t  come to  Jud rez  bu t  had  f l ed  to  Honduras .  Her  husband  had  been  m is led

' in to comjng to  E1 Paso to search for  her  so he apparent ly  d id  not  know where

she  was .  C la ra  was  t raced  to  Honduras  by  a  repo r te r  f rom the  Los  Ange les

Examine r .  She  was  re tu rned  to  Los  Ange les  by  way  o f  New 0 r leans  and  E l

Paso  on  t he  Sou the rn  Pac i f i c  r a i l r oad .  L ' l h i l e  t he  t r a j n  s topped  i n  E l  Paso ,

she  re fused  to  ta l k  excep t  r t ha t  she  had  neve r  been  to  Ju6 rez .  The  Ur ibe

b ro the rs  were  even tua l l y  re leased  and  re tu rned  to  M6x ico .  The  Ur ibe

fami l y  l e f t  Jud rez  and  where  they  wen t ,  I  do  no t  know.  C la ra  Ph i l l i ps

was  conv i c ted  and  se rved  t ime  in  p r i son  fo r  t he  murde r .

Among  the  many  ce leb r i t i es  who  have  come to  E l  Paso  ove r  t he  yea rs  was

Miss  G lo r i a  Swanson .  A  mov ie  p i c tu re  company  headed  by  G lo r j a  made  a

p i c tu re  i n  Fabens .  Dur ing  the  f i lm ing  she  nea r l y  d rowned  when  a  ho rse

she  was  r i d ing  fe1 ' l  i n to  the  r i ve r .  G lo r i a  became ind ignan t  when  newspaper

repo r te rsques t i oned  he r  abou t  he r  repo r ted  romance ,  wh ich  she  den ' i ed .  I n

the  p resence  o f  eve ryone  i n  the  l obby  o f  Paso  de l  No r te ,  she  d ressed  down

her  p ress  agen t  f o r  a l l ow ing  repo r te rs  to  ques t i on  he r  on  such  a  sub jec t .

I n  my  op in ion ,  one  o f  t he  mos t  i n te res t j ng  cha rac te rs  o r  maybe  I  shou ld

say  pe rsona l i t j e s ' i n  E l  Paso ' s  mo re  mode rn  h i s t o r y  was  Sam Dreben .  He  was
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known  as  the  F igh t i ng  Jew.  Sam was  a  p ro fess iona l  so ld ie r  o f  f o r tune .  He

opera ted  as  a  mach ine  gunner  i n  N ica ragua ,  came to  E l  Paso  and  Jud rez  to

jo in  the  rebe l  a rmy .  When  the  l 4adero  revo lu t i on  s ta r ted ,  he  ope ra ted  as

a  mach ine  gunner .  He  re tu rned  to  E l  Paso ,  and  th rough  f r i endsh ip  was  1e t

i n  on  the  g round  f l oo r  o f  a  copper  m jn ing  f i e ld  tha t  became ve ry  p rospe rous

' i n  A r i zona .  When  Wor ld  l , t l a r  I  s ta r ted ,  he  accompan ied  Ma jo r  R icha rd  Burges '

E l  Paso  t roops  to  Eu rope  as  se rgean t  o f  t he  company .  H is  co rpo ra f  i s

s t ' i l l  i n  E l  Paso .  H i s  name  i s  D i ck  (R i cha rd )  F j l , l eman .  Mr .  F i l l eman

was super in tendent  of  the press room of  the El  Paso newspapers for  many

years .  He  re t i r ed  recen t ' l y .  Sam acqu i red  h j s  t i t l e  as  the  F igh t i ng  Jew because

he was a Jew and a very fear less f jqht inq man.  He retu l rned to  El  Paso wi th

Major  Burges '  t roops and remajned here for  severa l  years af ter  l^ lor ld  l {ar

I .  He  i s  no ' l onge r  l i v i ng .

The  E l  Paso  Hera ld -Pos t  was  the  f j r s t  newspaper  to  ge t  p rominen t  p lay

of the exp' losion of  the atomic bomb. However,  no one on the newsppper knew

that  the  exp los ion  was tha t  o f  an  a tomic  bomb.  That  s to ry  s ta r ts  w i th  Don

Lusk ,  a  w ide ly  known New Mex ico  Newspaperman.  Don,  a t  tha t  t jme,  was

ed i to r  o f  a  week ly  newspaper  in  S i l ver  C i ty ,  New Mex ico ,  where  he  l i ' ved  a

greater  par t  o f  h is  I  j fe  and where  he  d ied  recent ly .  He was cor respondent

fo r  the  Hera ld -Pos t .  I  had worked fo r  h im br ie f l y  a f te r  leav ing  the  army

hosp ' i t a1  a t  Fo r t  Ba rd ,  i n  1916 .  When  the  Hera ld -Pos t  ex tended  cove rage  to

New l ' lex ico,  I  asked Don to serve as our  comespondentowhich he d id for  severa l

yea rs .  0n  the  day  the  f i r s t  a tom ic  bomb was  exp loded  j n  A lamogordo ,Don  sen t  a

te legram to the Hera ld-PoSt  say ing that  Sf lVer  C' i ty  had been rocked by an ear th-

quake ,  t hen  accompan ied  by  a  b r i l l i an t  l i gh t  j n  t he  sky  and  a  t e r r j f i c
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wjnd  wh ich  b roke  w indows ' in  S i l ve r  C i t y .  I ^ lhen  the  te legram was  rece jved

in  the  Hera ld -Pos t  ed i to r ia l  depar tment ,  I  was ' in  the  compos ing  room

mak ing  up  the  f i r s t  ed i t i on .  I  was  s tand ing  by  the  copy  tube  wa i t i ng  fo r

t he  wea the r  r epo r t ,  when  H .A .  M i chae l ,  t he  c i t y  ed i t o r  sen t  t he  ed i t ed

te leg ram down  w i th  a  sma l l  head l i ne ,  marked  fo r  page  1 .  I  t ook  the  copy

ou t  o f  t he  tube  and  somehow sensed  tha t  i t  was  more  than  j us t  an  o rd ina ry

shake  a t  S ' i l  ve r  C i t y .  So  I  i nc reased  the  s ' i ze  o f  t he  head l  i ne  fo r  t he  f  j r s t

ed i t j on ,  and  sen t  t he  paper  to  p ress .  I  sa t  down  in  my  desk  and  sugges ted

tha t  we  ge t  on  the  s to ry  immed ia te l y .  M ' i ke  sa id  tha t  t hey  were  work ing  on

i t  now.  We ca l l ed  Don  aga in ,  and  he  sa id  tha t  t he  fo res t  rangers  had  re -

po r t ed  a  t r emendous  l i gh t  j n  t he  sky  eas t  o f  S j l ve r  C i t y ,  wh i ch  i nd i ca ted

tha t  t h j s  was  more  than  an  o rd jna ry  ea r thquake .  F rom then  on ,  i ' u  was  a

case  o f  sea rch ing  fo r  t he  spo t  where  the  f l ash  occu r red .

Mr .  M jchae l  sa id  tha t  he  d id  no t  have  su f f j c j en t  s ta f f  t o  pu t  more

than one person on the s tory ,  so I  suggested that  he ca l l  lv1ary Beck f rom

the  soc ie t y  depar tmen t .  Mary  was  p laced  on  one  o f  t he  phones  and  under

M ike ' s  d i rec t ' i on  and  my  sugges t ' i ons ,  f requen t l y ,  ca l l  s  were  p laced  to

Socor ro ,  Nevv  l t l ex ' i co ,  A lamogordo ,  New Mex jco ,  and  e l sewhere  i n  t he  sou thwes t .

I  sugges ted  tha t  we  ca l l  t he  Pub l i c  I n fo rma t jon  0 f f i ce r  a t  B iggs  A i r

Fo rce  Base .  He  sa id  tha t  he  knew no th ing  abou t  such  an  exp los ion  and  had

no t  hea rd  o f  any th i ng  o f  t ha t  na tu re .  I t  was  t h i s  pub l i c  i n f o rma t i on

o f f i ce r  who  go t ' i n  t ouch  w ' i t h  t he  secu r i t y  o f f i ce r  i n  A lbuque rque  and  t o l d

h jm we  were  work ing  on  such  a  s to ry ,  i t  l a te r  deve loped .  I  was  exp l ,a in ing

tha t  I  had  ca l l ed  t he  pub l i c  i n f o rma t ' i on  o f f i ce r  a t  t he  base  espec ia l l y

because  I  had  hea rd  on  the  rad ' i o  ea r l y  j n  t he  morn ing  tha t  a  l a rge  Un i ted
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Sta tes  re fue l ing  p lane had been abondoned in  Montana and was runn ing  w i ld

somewhere  in  the  Un ' i ted  Sta tes .  I  had an ' idea tha t  perhaps  the  p lane

had crashed somewhere east of  Socorro and that was the explosion that we

had seen.  No one e lse  seemed to  have the  same hunch.  I t  was  no t  un t i l

the bomb had been dropped on Japan that we knew that th is was the atomic

bomb.  As  we were  near ing  press  t ime,  the  secur i ty  o f f j cer  a t  A lbuquerque

issued a  s ta tement  to  the  Assoc ia ted  Press ,  wh ich  was marked fo r  pub l i ca t ion

in  on ly  E1 Paso,  New Mex ico  and western  Ar izona.  In  th js  hd  s ta ted  tha t

an  ammuni t ion  dump had exp loded near  A lamogordo.  Th is  was incorpora ted  in

the  s to ry  tha t  Mr .  M jchae l  wro te .  He passed the  copy  over  to  me and I

d idn ' t  l i ke  the  lead ,  so  I  wro te  the  lead ,  one  paragraph .  I  wro te  a  th ree

co lumn,  th ree  l ine  head w i th  a  one co lumn dropout .  I  made i t  the  p lay

s tory  o f  the  day .  Now,  mind  you,  th is  was dur ing  the  wan and the  war  was

the  b ig  news o f  the  day .  And  as  I  sa id  p rev ious ly  no  one  knew,  I  d idn ' t

know.  No one had any  idea tha t  j t  was  an  a tomic  bomb or  any th ' ing  approach ing

an a tomic  bomb.  But  we d jd  wonder  what  k ' ind  o f  an  exp los ive  i t  was  o ther

than ord' inary ammunit ion.  I t  was not unt i l  the bomb was dropped on Japan

that we knew that we had played the story of  the f i rst  atomic bomb in wor ld

h i  story.

A  few years  ' la te r  
as  we were  d iscuss ing  the  s to ry ,  Mr .  M ichae l  to ld

me tha t  he  thought  I  was  nu ts  to  p lay  the  s to ry  a t  tha t  t ime over  the  war .

Now there 's  more  to  th js  s to ry .  A f te r  we tu rned in  the  home ed ' i t ion  car ry ing

the  s to ry  o f  the  exp los ion ,  a  young man wa lked in to  the  o f f j ce ,  qu i te

wor r ied .  He  pu l led  ou t  h is  iden t i f i ca t ion  as  a  m ' i l i t a ry  secur i t y  o f f i ce r

and he  asked Mr .  Michae l  to  k i l l  the  s to ry .  Mr .  M ichae l  re fe r red  h jm to  me.
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He came around to  my desk  and to ld  me tha t  he  wanted  the  s to ry  k j l led .  I t

was  a  mi l i ta ry  o rder ,  under  censorsh ip .  He was cour teous  about  i t  bu t  he

was ins is ten t .  I  to ld  h im tha t  we had s imp ly  p r in ted  what  the  secur i ty

o f f i cer  in  A lbuquerque had g iven us  and what  the  peop le  in  A lbuquerque

had seen.  Inc ident ly ,  th ree  pr in te rs ,on  the  Hera ld -Pos t  had seen the

f lash  and a f te r  the  s to ry  had gone to  the  compos ing  room,  Mr .E lwood

Carpenter,  the foreman, had ment ioned to me that they had seen the f lash

wh ' i le  coming to  work  a t  f i ve  o 'c lock  in  the  morn ' ing .  I  went  back  to  the

ed j to r ia l  depar tment  and to ld  Mr .  Michae l  and he  sent  V i rg in ia  Turner ,  who

la te r  became c i ty  ed i to r  o f  the  paper ,  down to  ta lk  to  them and the i r

statements were incorporated into the story.

Now to  ge t  back  to  the  secur i ty  o f f i cer  who was ta lk ing  to  me,  I  asked

h im why i t  jnvo lved the  secur i ty  o f  the  Un i ted  Sta tes  tha t  they  shou ld

k i l l  t h i s  s to ry .  He  sa jd  he  cou ldn ' t  te l l  me .  I  to ld  h im the  s to ry  was

a l ready  on  the  s t ree t  and j t  was  on  the  w i res  and tha t  i t  had  been car r ied

to the Associated Press.  He said that  he knew about that  but for  us not

to  p r in t  anymore  about  i t .  And I  to ld  h im tha t  we had a l ready  sent  in

a  b igger  head l ine  fo r  the  f i na l  ed i t i on .  He  asked  me to  ge t  in  touch  w i th

the  ed i to r ,  Mr .  Poo ley ,  who was no t  in  the  o f f i ce .  I  to ld  h im tha t  Mr .

Poo le .ywas no t  ava i lab le .  So I  dec ided tha t  the  s to ry  shou ld  run  in  as

much as  i t  had a l ready  been pub l ished and i t  cou ld  no t  hur t  anybody anyway.

And i f  I  had  known i t  was  the  f i rs t  a tomjc  bomb s to ry ,  I  doubt  tha t  he

cou ld  have s topped i t  anyway s jnce  i ' t  had  a l ready  been pub l ished.  Cons id -

erab l  e  h ' inds  igh t ,  severa l  vers ' ions  o f  th i  s  s to ry  had been repor ted  i  n  the

pas t .  Bu t  th i s  i s  the  exac t  s to ry  as  how ' i t  happened  and  p r inc ip le  c red i t
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fo r  th is  s to ry  shou ld  go  to  Don Lusk  o f  S j l ver  C i ty ,  New Mex ico .  We had no t

heard  any th ing  o f  such an  inc ident ;  however  the  woman who ca l led  Mary  Beck

and the  eng ineer ,  a  f r iend  o f  Mr .  M ichae l ,  p roduced the  subs tance tha t

made the  s to ry  rea11y  someth ing  b ' ig .  Mr .  M ichae l  has  s jnce  sa id  tha t  he

regre t ted  very  much tha t  he  d jdn ' t  descr ibe  the  exp los ion  as  the  eng ineer

had descr ibed i t  to  h ' im,  because tha t  was  the  f i rs t  descr ip t ion  o f  the

atomjc  bomb mushroom.  You may wonder  why I  chose th is  par t i cu la r  s to ry  as

the  p lay  s to ry  o f  the  day .  I  have no  exp lanat ion  except  tha t  i t  was  a

hunch.  A l l  dur ing  my newspaper  career ,  I  opera ted  on  hunches.  And most  o f

the  t ime,  they  payed o f f .  Someone wou ld  ca l l  i t  th ink jng  bu t  I  ius t  cq l l

i  t  hunches .

The c i ty  ed i to r  fo r  whom I  worked a t  one t ime,  Ha l  Ke l l y ,  a  b ig  t ime

c i t y  ed ' i to r ,  ' i nc iden ta l l y  to ld  me,  "Ches te r ,  God  ius t  keeps  H is  a rm around

you. "  Ke1 ly  made th is  remark  one day  a f te r  I  had an  in te rv ' iew w i th  a  lady

who had been ' inexcessab le  to  repor te rs  who were  a t tempt ing  to  ge t  her

s to ry .  Th is  lady  was Cher ry [v |o l le r ,  a  we l l -known person in  E l  Paso a t

tha t  t ime.  She had been shot  n ine  t imes when she t r ied  to  c l imb a  h i l l

i n  an  a t tempt  to  take  over  a  ranch house f rom her  husband in  Ar izona.  She

was brought  to  E l  Paso on  the  t ra in  and taken to  the  county  hosp i ta l .  She

had no money. Reporters had been denied admit tance into the ward where

she was 1y ing .  One a f te rnoon,  Ke ' l1y  to ld  me to  go  ou t  and see what  I  cou ld

do about  j t .  So  I  took  a  s t ree tcar  ou t  to  the  county  hosp ' i ta l ,  wa lked up

to  the  c le rk 's  desk  and to ld  them I  wanted  to  see Mrs .Mol le r  and asked

where  she was.  She d i rec ted  me up the  s ta i rs ,  to  the  f i rs t  bed on  the

le f t  jn  the  ward .  I t  la te r  deve loped tha t  she  thought  I  was  a  phys ic ian ,

I  d idn ' t  te l l  he r  who  I  v ras .
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And I  to ld /eherry l  t  wanted her story.  She told me i f  I  would get

her  ou t  o f  there  she wou ld  te l l  me the  who le  th ing .  I  agreed to  ge t  her

moved to  Hote l  D ieu ;  I  d idn ' t  know how I  was  go ing  to  ge t  her  jn to  Hote l

D jeu  bu t  I  made the  agreement .  So,  she  to ld  me her  s to ry .  She ins is ted

tha t  she  was  go ing  to  d ie .  I t  was  mi racu lous  tha t  she  d idn ' t  d ie  w i th

n ine  bu l le t  ho les  th rough her  body .  She was a  la rge  woman,  hea l thy ,

husky ;  tha t  perhaps  accounts  fo r  the  fac t  tha t  she  l i ved .  I  saw Dr .

Pau l  Ga1 ' lagher  and he  ta lked  to  the  S is te rs  a t  Hote l  D ieu  and I  a lso

ta lked to  them,  and she was moved to  Hote l  D ieu .  Dr .  Ga1 ' lagher  took

care of  her knowing that he would not recejve any pay unt ' i l  she became

ab le  to  pay  h im.  She recovered to  the  po in t  to  where  she was ab le  to  s i t

up.  One day she t ied her bed sheets together and sl  id down from the second

f loor ,  ca l led  a  tax ' i ,  and  went  to  a  ho te l  opera ted  by  a  woman f r jend  on

San Francisco Street.  There I  found her when the woman operator cal led

me up and to ld  me she was there .  When I  go t  there ,  much to  my d isappo in t -

ment,  there were other reporters there.  They had been t ipped of f  by the

po l ice  who were  look ' ing  fo r  her  a t  the  reques t  o f  the  hosp i ta ' l  au thor i t ies

and had found her  a t  the  ho te l .  Cher ry  l i ved  to  mar ry  a  second husband.

I  saw her  two or  th ree  t imes a f te r  tha t .  I  cons ider  her  a  f r iend  and she

cons ' iders  me a  f r iend .  Prev ious ' l y  when I  repor ted  back  to  the  T imes o f f i ce

wi th  my exc lus ive  s to ry  about  Cher ry ,  i t  was  then tha t  Ha l  Ke11y remarked

the t  God kept  H is  a rms around me.

Dur ing  the  t ime I  worked in  Judrez  as  a  repor te r  I  was  t rea ted  w i th

the  u tnps t  cour tesy ,  p r inc ipa '11y ,  I  be l ieve ,  because I  respec ted  the

Mex ican peop l le  and the i r  cus toms.  Not  a l l  Amer ican repor te rs  d id  tha t .
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Only  on  one  ocass ion  was  I  t h rea tened  w i th  expu ' l s i on  f rom Jud rez .  Tha t

was  du r ing  the  de  l a  Huer ta  Revo lu t j on  a t  a  t ime  when  a  s t r i c t  censo rsh ip

had  been  imposed  on  news  d i spa tches  ou t  o f  M6x ico  C i t y ,  where  the  p r i nc jpa l

newspaper  co r responden ts  res ided  and  a t  wh ich  po in t  t he i r  s to r i es  were

f i l ed .  Know ' i ng  tha t  no  news  was  to  be  acqu i red  ove r  t he  w ' i r es ,  I  made  i t

a  po int  to  meet  the t ra ins that  came f rom l . l6x ico Ci ty  each day.  I  ta l  ked

to  the  pu l lman  conduc to r ,  t he  po r te rs ,  t he  peop le  who  go t  o f f  t he  t ra in

f rom M6x ' i co  C i t y .  Consequen t l y ,  I  go t  many  exc l  us i ve  s to r i es  abou t  wha t

was  go ing  on  i n  M6x ico .  One  day ,  I  was  app roached  by  a  Mex jcan  c i t j zen

who  had  f requen t l y  been  i n  the  ed i to r j a l  depar tmen t  o f  t he  T ' imes ,  pos ing

as  a  rep resen ta t i ve  and  a  f r i end  o f  ou rs  and  a  rep resen ta t ' i ve  o f  t he

Chamber  o f  Commerce  o f  Jud rez .  I t  deve loped  tha t  he  was  an  agen t  o f  t he

Mex jcan  gove rnmen t  and  as  I  go t  o f f  t he  t ra jn ,  a f te r  t a l k ' i ng  to  passengers ,

he  took  me  b .v  the  a rm and  sa id ,  "Chope ,  I 'm  go ing  to  a r res t  you ;  you  have

been  abus ing  p r i v i r l eges  acco rded  v i s i t o rs  i n  ou r  coun t r y . "  I  t hough t

he  was  j ok ing .  Bu t  he  wasn ' t  j ok ing ;  he  was  an  agen t  o f  t he  Depar tmen t  o f

the  In te r j o r  o f  M6x ' i co .  He  was  go ing  to  take  /me / -  t o  r . r j l  i t a r y  headquar te rs

and  have  me  j a i l ed .  He  was  a  f i ne  f r " i end  j f  he  was  se r i ous ,  I  sa i d .  He

sa id  he  was  se r jous  because  I  had  been  ge t t i ng  s to r i es  ou t  o f  M6x ' i co  tha t

were  no t  t rue .  I  t o ld  h im  tha t  j f  t hey  were  no t  t rue  i t  was  because  peop le

had  m ' i s j n fo rmed  me .  I  t o ld  h im  I  was  a  f r i end  o f  t he  Mex ican  gove rnmen t

as  fa r  as  tha t  j nd i v idua l  was  conce rned .  So  a f te r  cons i rde rab le  1ega1  hass le ,

he  l e t  me  go  and  warned  me  tha t  i f  I  con t i nued  to  v i s i t  t he  t ra in  he

wou ld  a r res t  me  and  pu t  me  i n  j a i l .  I  con t ' i nued  t o  v i s j t  t he  t r a i n .  The

peop le  wou ld  se ldom ta l k ;  t he  word  go t  a round  tha t  I  was  undes i reab le  ove r

t he re .
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As I  s ta ted  prev ious ly ,  E1 Paso was w ide-open town when I  go t  here

and remained so  fo r  many years .  Even dur ing  Proh ib i t ion  a t tempts  were

made to  run  bars  open ly  and they  d jd  so  fo r  a  shor t  t ime and then they

were  c losed.  Pros t i tu t ion  was an  accepted  th ing  jn  the  ear ly  days .  l ^ lhen

I  came here ,  po l i ce  were  mov ing  n igh t  
' l i fe  

v 'omen f rom downtownihouses

and  ho te ls  to  a  newly  es tab l i shed  zone  o f  to lenance  as  they  ca l led  i t .

I t  was  loca ted  a t  9 th  and Mesa.  l , l l i th  two except ions ,  the  p lace  cons is ted

o f  one  s to ry  bu i ld ings  o f  l i gh t  co lo red  b r i ck .  In  good  weather ,  the

g i r l s  s tood in  the  doorways  and beokoned to  p rospec t ive  cus tomers .

There  were  two two-s to ry  bu i ld ' ings  where  bars  were  housed.  These bu j ld -

ings  occup ied  approx imate ly  two b locks .  They  were  eventua l l y  fo rced

to  c lose  when the  mi l i ta ry  ob jec ted .  Then when l ^ lo r ld  ln la r  I I  came a long

and more  t roops  were  moved in ,  the  mi l i ta ry  to ld  the  c ' i t y  o f f i c ia ls

tha t  they  wanted  the  women dr iven  ou t  o f  the  c i ty .  And the  pros t i tu tes

were  pu t  ou t  o f  bus iness  th rough  a  se r ies  o f  po ' l i ce  ra jds .  S jnce

then,  E l  Paso has  been very  t igh t  jn  the  en forc ing  o f  the  laws aga ins t

p ros t i tu t jon .

We have d ig ressed in  our  conversa t ion .  Le t  us  re tu rn  to  the  marve lous

progress  in  t ranspor ta t ion  E l  Paso has  w j tnessed dur ing  the  las t  f i f t y

years - - the  change f rom horse  and buggy days  to  the  modern  ie t  a i rp lane

age.  E l  Paso was a  horse  and buggy town as  la te  as  the  year  L925.  That

is ,  horse-drawn drays  s t j l l  de l i vered  f re ' igh t  tn  1926 and fa rmers  s t i l l

used horse-drawn wagons ' in  th is  v ic jn i ty .  However ,  motor  t rucks  were

rap id ly  rep lac ing  horses .  In  i917  and  1918  Pomeroy 's  s tab le  s t i l l  was

be ing  opera ted  in  a  la rge  b r i ck  bu i ' l d ing  on  Sou th  0 regon  s t ree t '  d iagona l l y

across  the  s t ree t  f rom the  T imes bu j ld ing  a t  223 South  0regon.  A t  tha t
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t ime i t  housed a  t rans fer  bus iness  and was a  s to rage p lace  fo r  oJd- fash ioned

horse-drawn car r iages  tha t  once were ' in  common use.  Some o f  the  veh ic les

were  f ine  produc ts  o f  the  car r iage-maker 's  t rade.  The main  en t rance to

th is  bu ' i ld ing  was arched a t  the  top  and was b ig  enough fo r  a  team o f  horses

and  a  la rge  veh ic le  to  pass  th rough  eas i l y .

Pub l i c  horse-d rawn car r iages ,  common ly  ca l led  hacks ,  s t i l l  d id  a

th r j v jng  bus iness  as  la te  as  1919 .  The j r  s tand  was  a long  the  nor th  s ' i de

o f  San Jac in to  P laza  on  Main  St ree t .  Dr ivers  and horses  dozed wh i le  wa ' i t jng

for  fa res .  The hacks  t ranspor ted  fa res  to  a l l  par ts  o f  the  c i ty  and a lso

to  Judrez .  Hacks  were  fo rced ou t  o f  bus jness  by  au tomobj les ,  p r inc ipa l l y

Fords ,  wh ich  opera ted  under  c ' i t y  l j cense over  spec j f ied  rou tes  f rom the

nor th  s ide  o f  San Jac ' in to  P laza  where  the  horse-drawn bugg ies  once s tood.

The au tos  were  ca l ' led  " j i tneys" .  The name was der ived  f rom the  s tandard

fa re ,  wh ich  was  f i ve  cen ts .  A  f i ve -cen t  co in ,  o r  n i cke l ,  was  ca l led  a

" j i tney"  ' in  those days .  Tax icabs  as  we know them today ,  and growing

opera t ing  cos ts ,  pu t  the  " j ' i t neys"  ou t  o f  bus jness .

In  1917 merchants  were  s t i l l  us ing  horse-drawn l igh t -we igh t  wagons

to  make de l i ver ies .  Among them were  Joe Peyton 's  bu tcher  shop,  Watson 's

grocery  s to re  and Nat ion 's  g rocery  s to re- -a l1  downtown bus inesses .  Pey ton 's

shop was in  a  one-s to ry  bu i ld r 'ng  a t  the  southeas t  corner  o f  Texas  and

Stanton ,  where  the  E l  Paso Natura l  Gas Co.  skyscraper  now s tands .  Mr .

Pey ton  founded today 's  pack ' ing  company tha t  bears  h is  name.  Watson 's
' la rge  grocery  s to re  was in  a  two-s to ry  bu i ld ing  on  the  south  s ' ide  o f  Texas

s t ree t ' in  the  200 b lock .  Nat ion 's  popu lar  g rocery  s to re  and meat  marke t

was on  the  eas t  s ide  o f  the  200 b lock  o f  Nor th  Mesa St ree t .  Another
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t h r i v ' i ng  bu tche r  shop  was  on  the  sou th  s ' i de  o f  t he  200  b lock  o f  Nor th

Mesa  S t ree t .  A  common ea r l y  morn ing  s ' i gh t  i n  t hose  days  was  a  I  i ne  o f

l i gh t -we igh t  wagons  (each  d rawn  by  one  ho rse )  a t  t he  San ta  Fe  S t ree t

In te rna t i ona l  B r idge  wa i t i ng  fo r  cus toms  inspec t i on .  They  were  l oaded

w i th  vege tab les  f rom Jud rez  va l l ey  fa rms  wh ich  were  be ' i ng  b rough t  t o  E l

Paso  marke ts .  Ch ' i nese  pedd le rs  de l i ve red  vege tab les  and  f ru i t  t o  house -

wives f rom horse-drawn wagons.

M i l k  and ' i ce  were  de l ' i ve red  f rom ho rse -d rawn  wagons .  Horses  tha t

pu l1ed  m i l k  wagons  were  so  fam i l i a r  w i th  the i r  rou tes  they  s topped  a t

p laces  fo r  regu la r  de l ' i ve r i es  w i thou t  command  f rom the i r  d r j ve rs .  Today

the  mo to r  veh i c le  has  made  ho rse -d rawn  veh ic les  a  ra re  s igh t ,  a ' l t hough  the re

has  been  a  w ide -sp read  rev j va l  o f  ho rseback  r i d ing  i n  t he  c i t y .

E l  Pasoans  today  speed  to  d j s tan t  po in t s  ove r  f i ne  paved  h ighways ,

bu t  as  recen t  as  1925  an  au tomob i l e  t r i p  t o  Ru idoso  o r  C loudc ro f t  was  an

adventure due to  the fact  that  the road between Newman,  New Mexico and

Orogrande  was  a  haza rd .  The  road  f rom the  E l  Paso  c i t y  f im i t s  t o  Newman

was paved,  and f rom 0rogrande to Alamogordo the road was sur faced wi th

gravel .  But  between Newman and Orogrande there was noth ing more than a

t ra i l  t ha t  wound  a round  la rge  sand  dunes  l i ke  a  snake .  A t tempts  were

made to keep the sur face sand scraped away down to hard ca l iche,  but

w ind  f requen t l y  cove red  the  ca l i che  w i th  sand .  The  road  a l so  was  w ide

enough  fo r  on l y  one  veh ' i c1e ,  consequen t ' l y  pass ing  was  a  p rob lem tha t  some-

t imes  saw a  ca r  bogged  in  the  sand .  Un t i l  t he  1930 ' s  the re  was  no  road

be tween  E l  Paso  and  Car l sbad ,  New Mex ico ,  a l t hough  ru t s  nnde  by  p ioneer

Bu t t e r f i e l d  s tage  coaches  we re  and  s t i l l  a re  v i s i b l e ' i n  t he  v i c i n i t y  o f

Hueco  Tanks  and  the  Cornudas  moun ta jns .  I  r eca l l  accompany ing  a  pa r t y
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o f  eng inee rs  who  t rave led  by  au tomob j l e  i n  1927  f rom E l  Paso  to  A r tes ia  and

la te r  Ca r l sbad  wh i l e  mak ing  a  p re l im ina ry  j nves t i ga t i on  f o r  t he  Chamber  o f

Commerce ,  o f  a  poss ib le  rou te  fo r  a  p roposed  ra i l r oad  be tween  E l  Paso  and

Quanah .  The re  were  occas jona l  t ra i l s  and  a  few  s t re t ches  o f  p r im i t i ve

roads  a long  the  way ,  bu t  no  th rough  rou te .  I n  some p laces  we  p i cked  up

the  Bu t t e r f i e l d  t r a i l - - no th i ng  more  t han  deep  ru t s .  The  ra j l r oad  was  no t

bu i l t .

I n  t he  1930 ' s  Edward  M.  Poo ley  s ta r ted  a  campa ' i gn  fo r  cons t ruc t i on  o f

a  modern  paved  h ighway  be tween  E l  Paso  and  Car l sbad  and  the  Car l sbad  Caverns .

He  go t  Texas  o f f j c i a l s  a t  Aus t j n  j n t e res ted  i n  t he  p ro i ec t .  I n  t u rn ,  New

Mex i co  was  cha l l enqed  t o  bu i l d  i t ' s  sec t j on  o f  t he  h i ghway .  Ed i t o r  Poo ley

con t j nued  t o  push  t he  j dea  un t j l  bo th  s ta tes  s ta r t ed  cons t ruc t j on ' i n  a  r ace

to  see  who  cou ld  f j n i sh  f i r s t .  Comp le t i on  was  ce leb ra ted  a t  t he  s ta te

l i ne  w i th  a  beans  and  bee f  ba rbecue .  Cons t ruc t i on  o f  t ranscon t i nen ta l

h ighways  and  thousands  o f  m i l es  o f  paved  ru ra l  roads ,  w i th  a lways  i nc reas ing

movemen t  o f  peop le  by  au tomob i l es  and  buses ,  and  the  use  o f  huge  mo to r

t rucks  to  t ranspor t  f r e igh t ,  has  b rough t  abou t  a  g rea t  change  jn  ra i l r oad ing

in  t h i s  e ra .

S i tua ted  a t  t he  l ow  a l t i t ude  Pass  to  the  Nor th  th rough  wh ich  the  R io

Grande f lows,  E l  Paso a lways has been a t ra f f ic  center .  For  many years

i , L  was  a  bus t l ' i ng  ra i l r oad  t own .  The  G .H .  &  S .A .  (Sou the rn  Pac  j f  i c )  and

E l  Paso  and  Sou thwes te rn  ra j l r oads  ma jn ta ined  huge  cons t ruc t i on  and  repa i r

shops ,  and  l a rge  roundhouses  t ha t  emp loyed  hund reds  o f  sk i l l ed ,  h i gh l y

pa id  men .  The  San ta  Fe  and  Texas  and  Pac i f i c  ra i l r oads  had  sma l l e r  round-

houses  and  repa i r  f ac i l i t i e s .  The  Sou thwes te rn  a l so  emp loyed  a ' l a rge
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number  o f  persons  in  i t s  headquar te rs .  Eng ineers  and conductors  were  the

b ig -sa la r jed  e l i te  c rews on  the  numerous  t ra ' ins  tha t  ro l led  in to  and ou t

o f  the  c i ty .  l v lodern  ra  j l  road equ ipment  and growing  h ighway and a i rp lane

t ranspor ta t ion  have brought  about  marked changes in  the  opera t ion  o f  ra i l  -

roads  in  recent  years .  The b ig  ra i l road shops  have been c losed and to rn

down,  thus  th rowing  employees  ou t  o f  work .  The Southern  Pac i f i c  bought  the

Southwestern  and c losed the  la t te r ' s  headquar te rs  rhere .  Recent ly  the  ra i l -

roads  have suspended opera t ion  o f  passenger  t ra ins .  The compan ies  c la imed

they ' los t  money opera t ing  luxury  passenger  t ra ins ,  as  we l l  as  o rd inary

I  oca l  passenger  car r j  e rs  .

S t ree tcars  opera ted  by  the  E1 Paso E lec t r j c  Co.  served the  grea ter  par t

o f  the  c i ty  un t ' i1  they  were  supp lan ted  by  motor  buses .  Ha l loween pranks ters

a lways  soaped s t ree tcar  t racks  on  inc l ines .  Wi th  whee ls  unab le  to  ge t

t rac t ion ,  the  cars  were  s ta l led  un t j l  a  re l ' i e f  c rew spread sand over  the

soap.  Pranks ters  usua l ly  g reased t racks  o f  the  Sunset  He igh ts  l ine  on  the

West  R io  Grande St ree t  h i l l .  Oregon St ree t  a lso  repor ted  t roub le .  Cop ia

s t ree t  was  no t  immune.  Serv ice  on  the  Cop ja  l ine  somet jmes was ha l ted  fo r

several  hours when water f rom heavy rajn f looded the underpass beneath the

Southwestern ra ' i l road. An electr ic interurban rai lway was operated between

El  Paso and Ys le ta  fo r  severa l  years .  Automobj les  pu t  j t  ou t  o f  bus iness .

The r igh t -o f -way f rom the  E l  Paso c i ty  l im i ts  in  the  v jc in i ty  o f  today 's

Thomason Genera l  Hosp i ta l  ex tended th rough a  sparse ly  se t t led  ru ra l  a rea

tha t  now is  A lameda avenue to  the  Frank l in  Cana l  near  today 's  Lakes ide

shopp ing  cen te r ,  thence  genera l l y  a long  Frank l in  Cana l  to  a  po in t  near

Ys le ta ,  where  the  ra j l s  ran  down the  main  s t ree t  (now Highway B0)  to  a

te rm' inus .  That  por t ion  o f  the  r igh t -o f -way tha t  now js  A lameda Avenue was
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f enced  w i th  ba rbed  w j re  and  fo r  mos t  pa r t  was  I  j ned  w i th  weeds  and  dese r t

o l  an t s .

Among  the  many  men  who  had  impor tan t  ro les  i n  chang ing  the  face  o f  E l

Pasoove r the  yea rs  was  Edgar  Pa rk ,  rea l  es ta te  dea le r .  Edgar  Pa rk  had  a

d ream in  the  1920 ' s .  He  env i s ioned  and  repea ted l y  advoca ted  cons t ruc t i on

o f  a  h i gh l i ne  i r r i ga t i on  cana l  f r om E lephan t  Bu t t e  Dam tha t  wou ld  de l i ve r

wa te r  t o  make  a  ga rden  spo t  o f  t he  dese r t  no r th  o f  F t .  B l i ss .  I n  h i s  d ream,

Mr.  Park saw homes and business houses on vast  acreage he owned f rom Dyer

S t ree t  and  Newman Road  to  the  moun ta ins .  He  l a id  ou t  s t ree ts  and  d r i l l ed

a  deep  we l l  f o r  a  wa te r  sys tem.  Had  he  l j ved  l ong  enough ,  he  wou ld  have

seen  much  o f  h i s  d ream ma te r i a l j ze .  W j th i n  t he  l as t  f ew  yea rs ,  homes  and

bus iness  p l aces  have  sp rung  up  as  i f  by  mag j c  on  Edga r  Pa rk ' s  Sun r i se  Ac res

land ,  now known  as  Nor theas t  E l  Paso .  0nce  a  spa rse l y  se t t l ed  reg ion  o f

sand ,  rocks ,  sc ragg ly  dese r t  sh rubs  and  the  hab i ta t  o f  i ack rabb i t s ,  coyo tes ,

ra t t l esnakes  and  o the r  dese r t  va rm in t s ,  Edga r  Pa rk ' s  d ream land  now  i s  a

booming  sec t i on  o f  a  rap id l y  expand ing  me t ropo ' l ' i s .  Edgar  Pa rk  was  a  man  o f

v ' i s i on .  He  l i ved  a  f ew  yea rs  t oo  soon .  He  was  an  ' imp ress i ve  f j gu re - - t a l l ,

heavy set ,  neat  and wel l  dressed,  and a forcefu l  speaker  who never  abandoned

h ' i s  d ream.  A l though  the  h igh ' l ' i ne  cana l  was  no t  cons t ruc ted ,  Edgar  Pa rk ' s

land  has  b lossomed .

L i ke  the  face  o f  E l  Paso ,  names  o f  p romjnen t  c i t j zens  and  j n te res t i ng

charac te rs  change  w i th  the  yea rs ,  and  impress ' i ons  f requen t l y  a re  fo rgo t ten .

Fo r  i ns tance ,  t he re  were  the  K rakauer  b ro the rs ,  members  o f  t he  f i rm  o f

K rakauer ,  Zo rk  and  Moye .  They  were  an ' impor tan t  f o rce  i n  t he  bus iness

wor l d  and  p rom inen t  c i v i c  l eade rs  j n  1918 ,  and '19 ,  and  ea r l y  1920 ' s .  The i r
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who lesa le  hardware  f i rm cons t ruc ted  one o f  E l  Paso 's  f ines t  bus iness

bu i ld ings  a t  San Franc isco  and E l  Paso St ree ts .  I t  ex tended nor th  to

Ma in  S t ree t .  The  bu i ld ing  today  (Augus t ,1968)  i s  be ing  wrecked  to  make

way fo r  a  new Greyhound Bus Co.  s ta t ion .  The bu i ld ing  was so  so l id ly

cons t ruc ted  wreckers  had d j f f i cu l ty  denro l i sh ing  i t .

Jack  McDona ld ,  a  handsome,  in te l l igen t  young man who came here  fo r  h is

hea l th ,  became we l l - known and  in f luen t ia l  i n  po l ' i t ' i ca l  c j r c les .  For  a

t ime he  opera ted  a  smal l  con fec t ionary  s to re  in  a  "cubbyho le"  nex t  to  the

Wigwam theater ,  wh ich  now js  the  Sta te .  H is  s to re  was a  ga ther ing  p lace  fo r

young men and teenagers ,  many o f  whom are  today 's  p rominent  c i t i zens .

La ter ,  he  was amusement  concess jona i re  a t  Wash ing ton  Park .  A f te r  tha t  he

farmed cotton acreage in the Cotton Estate near the o1d Peyton Packing Co.

p lan t  wh ' i ch  now is  in  the  Chamiza l  Zone ceded to  M6x ico .  Jack  was k i l led

on  a  ra i l road  c ross ing  wh i le  he  was  re tu rn jnq  a t  n igh t  to  h is  home on  the

farm.  A  t ra in  wh ' i ch  he  apparent ly  d id  no t  see  or  hear  h i t  h js  au tomobj le .

The }a te  C.N.  Basset t ,  p res ident  and pr in ic ipa l  owner  o f  the  Sta te

Nat iona l  Bank ,  le f t  a  her i tage  o f  c i v i c  we l fa re  and  mun ic ipa l  deve lopment

that wi l l  not  be erased by t ime. The fact  that  he was referred to s imply

as  Char l ie  Basset t  emphas ' i zes  the  es teem and f r iendsh ip  he  en ioyed among

assoc ia tes  and a  la rge  number  o f  acqua in tances .  A l though he  was a  man o f

grea t  power  and in f luence,  he  never  th rew h i rs  we igh t  a round in  pub l i c  as

so  many persons  in  such a  pos i t jon  are  prone to  do .  In  pub l i c ,  he  was

reserved and se l f -e f fac ing .  Beh jnd  the  scenes,  h is  adv ice  and suggest ions

were  sought  and heeded.  As  a  newspaper  man,  I  found h im easy  to  approach,

easy  to  ta l k  to  and  he lp fu l .  I  l i ked  h im.  I  espec ia l l y  reca l l  a  n igh t
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when  I  was  work ing  as  c i t y  ed i to r  o f  t he  T imes .  Mr .  Basse t t  t e lephoned

and  asked  me  to  come to  h ' i s  home in  Aus t i n  Te r race .  When  I  a r r i ved  he  was

a t  t he  d inne r  t ab le  w i th  h ' i s  f am i l y .  Immed ia te l y  a f te r  a  ma id  answered  the

doorbe l l  and  ushe red  me  to  the  l i v i ng  room,  Mr .  Basse t t  en te red  and  asked

me  to  wa i t  a  f ew  m inu tes  wh i l e  he  f i n i shed  h i s  mea l .  He  t o l d  t he  ma id  t o

g i ve  me  a  g ' l ass  o f  eggnog  to  keep  me  occup ied .  Th j s  was  du r ing  the  Chr i s tmas

season .  A  l a rge  Chr i s tmas  t ree  s tood  by  the  f i r ep ' l ace .  l i , j t h j n  a  sho r t  t ime ,

Mr .  Basse t t  re tu rned  and  to ld  me  the  S ta te  Na t iona l  Bank  bu i l d inq  wou ld  be

en ' l a rged  and  tha t  I  wou ld  ge t  t he  announcemen t  f i r s t .  I  t hanked  h im  and  de -

pa r ted ,  happy  w j th  the  know ledqe  tha t  l 4 r .  Basse t t  t r us ted  me  w i th  h i s  i n fo r -

ma t ion  and  he  wou ld  reward  me  w j th  a  " scoop" .

John  M.  Wya t t ,  a  banke r  and  l a te r  a  s tock  b roke r ,  se rved  h i s  c i t y  as

a lde rman .  He  was  a  t a l l ,  s l ende r  man ,  a lways  nea t ,  k i nd  and  unassum ing .

He  spoke  w i t h  a  d i s t i nc t ,  bu t  l ow  vo i ce .  H i s ' imp ress i ve  a i r  engende red

con f jdence .  A f te r  speak ing  to  me  in  the  l obby  o f  t he  S ta te  Na t iona l  Bank ,

where  he  was  mak ing  a  depos i t ,  he  casua l l y  men t ioned  I  m igh t  be  j n te res ted

' i n  t he  fac t  t he  N ' i cho l s  Copper  Co .  had  pu rchased  land  on  wh ich  i t  wou ld

bu i l d  a  l a rge  re f i ne ry ,  wh ich  i s  owned  today  by  Phe lps  Dodge .  0n  ano the r

occas ion  he  to ld  me  the  S tandard  O i l  Co .  was  go ing  to  bu j l d  a  re f i ne ry  he re .

Both t ' ips  deve ' loped "scoops"  for  me.  John Wyat t  owed me noth ing and wanted

no th ing .  He  to ld  me  abou t  t he  coming  o f  t hose  two  l a rge  i ndus t r i es  mere l y

as  a  f , r i end l y  ges tu re .

Ben  Levy  o f  t he  Un ion  C lo th inq  Co .  was  a  p ioneer  merchan t  who  had

numerous  f r i ends .  W i ry  and  ene rge t j c ,  he  was  we l l  l i ked  and  known  as  a

merchan t  who  dea l t  hones t l y  w j th  h i s  cus tomers .  He  bu i l t  and  ma jn ta ined  a
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success fu l  bus iness  w i th  pe rsona l i t y  and  good  merchand ise .  Long  a  member

o f  E l  Paso ' s  p i onee r  Vo lun tee r  F i r emen ,  he  a l so  se rved  h i s  c i t y  as  an

a l  de rman .

So l  I .  Be rg  ope ra ted  a  l a rge  men ' s  c l o th i ng  s to re  on  San  An ton io

S t ree t .  A  l a rge ,  l i kab le  man ,  h i s  name  was  one  o f  t he  mos t  w ide l y - known

dur ing  h i s  days .  He  qu ie t ' l y  suppor ted  many  c i v j c  p ro jec ts .  0n  one

occas jon  he  gave  wes te rn  ha ts  to  f r i ends  as  h i s  way  o f  suppor t i nq  and

promot ing  Rodeo  Days  j n  E l  Paso .
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