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BY CELIA AGUILAR
The Prospector

Th e winter storm that hit El Paso and 
caused the subsequent closing of the univer-
sity in early February has impacted students 
looking for jobs and the companies that 
might have employed them.

“We were ready to go ahead with the ca-
reer fair, but the weather did not cooperate,” 
said Betsabe Castro, associate director of the 
University Career Center. “We had a couple 
of employers who fl ew to El Paso and they 
had to return to their cities without speak-
ing to our students. When the event was 
cancelled in February, I knew that I had to 
fi nd another date for our students to speak 
to employers.” 

Th e University Career Center postponed 
their Career Connections fair for business 
and liberal arts majors, and the Career Con-
nections Revisited fair will now take place 
from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. March 22 on the third 
fl oor of Union Building East.

One of the consequences of this postpone-
ment is that fewer companies have con-
fi rmed a spot for the new fair. However, reg-
istration remains open and the UCC is still 
looking for new employers to participate.

“Not all organizations will be able to at-
tend the new date, but a good number know 
that UTEP is a target school and they are 
making plans to attend in March,” Castro 
said.  “Employers understand that we have 
some very strong candidates. We also have 
employers not originally scheduled to attend 
that learned of the new date and are plan-
ning to be here.”

Companies such as New York Life Insur-
ance Company, Raytheon, Air Force Nu-
clear Weapons Center, Verizon and several 
federal government agencies will be at the 
fair. Students attending the fair will have the 
chance to meet company representatives and 
may also get the opportunity to interview on 
the spot. Students are encouraged to dress 

schustereyecenter.com
1700 Curie, Suite 2400, El Paso, TX 79902 | 
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Career fair rescheduled for March 22
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Postponing the Career Connections fair due to closures caused by the winter storm may 
result in fewer participating employers at the rescheduled fair.see CAREER on page 4

BY CELIA AGUILAR
The Prospector

On Feb. 22, I, 
along with several 
UTEP students 
and more than 
200 borderland 
residents joined  
3,000 individuals 
and marched on 

the state capitol to protest the ap-
proximately 60 anti-immigrant bills 
that have been fi led during the 82nd 
Texas Legislative session. We trav-
eled all the way from Lubbock, El 
Paso and the Rio Grande Valley to 
proclaim: “Texas can do better.”

Adriana Cadena, alliance director 
of the Border Network for Human 
Rights in El Paso, said that Texas is 
trying to copycat Arizona’s SB 1070, 

and some of these bills are moving 
pretty quickly in the legislature.

“We are particularly worried with 
sanctuary city bills mandated by the 
governor (Rick Perry) as emergency 
bills. Th e governor said that he’s try-
ing to prevent any city from declar-
ing itself to be a sanctuary place for 
undocumented immigrants,” Can-
dena said.

Th e event, a day of action for im-
migrant integration and community 
security, was organized by the Re-
form Immigration for Texas Alli-
ance to show that Texas can blaze its 
own path. RITA includes grassroots 
organizations from Austin, Fort 
Worth, El Paso, Houston, Hidalgo 
County, San Antonio and the Rio 
Grande Valley.

see PROTEST on page 3

 DANIEL DOMINGUEZ / Special to The Prospector

Protesters gathered Feb. 22 in Austin to raise their concerns over several immigration bills being de-
abted in the Texas Legislature.

Students join protest in Austin
Thousands voice disapproval of anti-immigration bills

Editor’s note: The reporter wrote about her experience 
protesting in the state capital and is involved in a student 
organization that went to Austin. Due to the importance 
of this issue and its impact on the border, we decided to 
publish this news column on the front page.
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POLL RESULTS
Did you ditch class to 

attend the UTEP vs. UCF 
game Feb. 21?

WH
AT
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O

you think?
This week’s poll question:
Should the Texas Legislature 
adopt a bill similar to Ari-
zona’s SB 1070?

vote at WWW.UTEPPROSPECTOR.COM

Letter to the editor

23%
yes

77%
no

Maybe Iʼm 
just biased
I fi nd it hilarious how amidst all the 
fear mongering, everyone always 
forgets to mention that the fi rearms 
would HAVE to be concealed, so you 
wouldn’t know who has one but i 
guess you could say I’m pretty biased.
 
Steve Garcia 
Junior political science major

The Prospector      
          wants 

               you!

The Prospector is looking for corre-
spondents (sports, entertainment and 
news) for spring 2011. If interested, 
please apply at The Prospectorʼs of-
fi ce, Union Building East, Room 105 
or visit www.utepprospector.com.
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Almost 100 UTEP students re-
sponded to the call for action and 
joined the BNHR’s caravan to Aus-
tin. Among them were members of 
Cultural Artists United for Social 
Action (C.A.U.S.A.), Movimiento 
Estudiantil Chicana/o de Aztlán 
(M.E.Ch.A.) and Peace and Justice 
Sin Fronteras.

Although I had to miss class and 
put other responsibilities on hold, I 
knew the 580-mile trek in a cramped 
bus was necessary to voice my objec-
tion to bills that would gravely aff ect 
our community. Only by voicing our 
concerns will we be heard.

Of particular concern are SB 11 
and HB 12, which would allow any 
law enforcement, including school 
district police offi  cers, the ability to 
ask for the immigration status of any 
detained person. 

“Th e bills essentially call for the 
same thing Arizona’s bill does, but 
with diff erent wording,” Cadena 
said.

Other proposed legislation deals 
with denying birth certifi cates to 
the children of undocumented im-
migrants, requiring school offi  cials 
to ask for the immigration status 
of children who are enrolling in 
school, and suspending licenses of 
employers who hire undocumented 
immigrants.

Daniel Dominguez, a UTEP stu-
dent pursuing a master’s in sociol-
ogy attended the event. He said that 
a lot of the immigration policies in 
the ‘80s were pretty ineff ective and 
this legislation seems to be taking a 
step backwards instead of reevalu-
ating the problems. “Th ese policies 
don’t take into account the complex 
reality of immigration,” Dominguez 
said.

Aft er marching through down-
town Austin, we rallied outside 
the capitol and speakers, including 
state Senator José Rodríguez from 
El Paso, spoke about the dangers of 
accepting the proposed legislation, 
such as the economic eff ect of SB 
1070, which cost Arizona millions 
of dollars.

Participants also made legislative 
visits, where they hoped to speak to 
various representatives. Dominguez 
was one of the few who actually got 
to speak to a legislator. He met with 
state Representative Lanham Lyne 
(R-Wichita Falls), and asked him to 
oppose the legislation.

“I told him that I thought these 
bills would really hurt immigrants 
and he should do everything in his 
power not to allow them to pass,” 
Dominguez said. “(Lyne’s) main ar-
gument was that Mexicans are tak-
ing a lot of jobs from Americans. He 

didn’t agree with all of the bills, but 
said some needed to be enforced.”

Luis Valdez, a Mexican American 
Studies student at the University 
of Texas at San Antonio, also made 
the trip to the capital because he 
feels these laws have highly racial 
connotations and go beyond law 
enforcement. 

“Th ese bills are not only enforcing 
immigration laws, they are crimi-
nalizing a people and everything 
that they stand for and want,” Valdez 
said. “Th ese bills are not progressive; 
they are racist, xenophobic bigotry.”

State Senator Tommy Williams (R-
Th e Woodlands) and state Represen-
tative Burt Solomon (R-Carrollton), 
who fi led the companion bills SB 
11 and HB 12, respectively, issued a 
joint statement stating that the leg-
islation is simply meant to enforce 
current federal immigration laws.

Valdez, who previously took part 
in a hunger strike for the DREAM 
Act, said his opposition to the fi led 
legislation also had to do with 
the allocation of resources within 
communities. 

“Do you want a police offi  cer try-
ing to fi gure out someone’s immi-
gration status while there are real 
criminals perhaps raping someone 
at the time?” Valdez said.

Th is was a concern that I heard re-
iterated throughout the rally. Living 
on the border and in an area where 
the Hispanic, primarily Mexican, 
population is the majority, these is-
sues should be a priority for all of 
us. Not only do these bills contrib-
ute to the current police state, but 
they separate families, challenge the 
constitution and criminalize people 
searching for a better life.

Arizona’s SB 1070 stirred a lot of 
commotion on campus and around 
town, yet the proposed legislation 
in Texas seems to be going unno-
ticed. I only hope that our com-
munity comes to life and raises 

their voice against these draconian 
propositions.

Members of the BNHR and RITA 
say they will continue their eff orts to 
counter anti-immigrant legislation. 
Th ey say they will be back in Austin 
to provide testimony about how the 
legislation will negatively aff ect the 
border community as well as con-
tinuing to call legislators.

Cadena encourages border resi-
dents to get involved with the BNHR 
to learn about civil rights and how to 
defend them. For those looking for 
more information, contact Adriana 
Cadena at acadena@bnhr.org.

For those of us involved in student 
organizing, our goal is to educate 
the community on what is happen-
ing at the state level and encourage 
residents to act–because what hap-
pens in Austin directly aff ects our 
area.

Hopefully, we can all come to-
gether to make a change. As César 
Chávez said, “Si se puede!”

Celia Aguilar may be reached at prospector@utep.edu. 

PROTEST from page 1

 DANIEL DOMINGUEZ / Special to The Prospector

Proposed bills currently in the Texas Legislature could prohibit 
birth certificates from being given to children of  undocumented im-
migrants, among other measures.
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CAREER from page 1
appropriately and to bring several 
copies of their resumes to hand out.

Jaganath Raspopovich, senior Span-
ish major, said he was disappointed 
with the type of employers repre-
sented at previous career fairs he has 
attended.

“If you’re not a math or science 
major, you feel useless because that’s 
mostly what they (UCC) bring in. 
It’s a very narrow scope of what’s out 
there and you think it’s representative 
of what’s available,” Raspopovich said.

Th e UCC will hold three additional 
career fairs throughout the rest of the 
spring semester. 

“Career fairs are a great venue for 
many organizations to see our bright 

and talented students. I usually hear 
from students aft er they have secured 
a job that the career fair was the site 
where they got their job,” Castro said. 
“We want our Miners to go out there 
and become professionals. Th ese stu-
dents are our mission.”

Sean Garcia, senior English and 
American literature major, said he 
hoped to see more diversity among 
the kinds of employers brought to 
campus for future job fairs.

“Th ere are usually big companies 
like Exxon and Disney, but there 
are no creative solutions or work in 
emerging fi elds like green technology,” 
Garcia said. “Th ey are jobs that make 
a lot of money, but are not refl ective 
of what higher education should be.”

Celia Aguilar may be reached at prospector@utep.edu.

Internship & 
part-time job fair

Time: 9 a.m. – 1 p.m.
Date: March 29
Place: Union Building East

Teacher Job Fair
Time: 9 a.m. – 3 p.m.
Date: April 15
Place: Don Haskins Center

Nursing Career Fair
Time: 1 p.m. – 5 p.m.
Date: May 2
Place: College of Health Sci-
ence Auditorium
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BY ALEJANDRO ALBA
The Prospector

Th e multi-billion 
dollar movie industry 
handed out the cov-
eted gold statues at the 
Oscars, Feb. 27.

Co-hosts James 
Franco and Anne 
Hathaway started 

the show with a fi lmed parody skit of 
“Inception” where they went into their 
dreams in order to get hosting tips 
from comedian and former host, Alec 
Baldwin. Th e skit was genuinely amus-
ing, but Hathaway and Franco were an 
odd couple throughout the rest of the 
night. She gushed and he held back. 
Th roughout the evening Franco had 
a very stiff  image, which made it seem 
like he did not want to be there. 

As expected, “Th e King’s Speech” re-
ceived the 2011 Oscar for Best Picture, 
beating out some of the top contend-
ers: “Black Swan,” “Th e Social Net-
work,” “Th e Fighter” and “Inception.” 

While Jesse Eisenberg lost Best Ac-
tor to Colin Firth and “Th e Social Net-
work” didn’t take home the Best Picture 
Oscar, it did receive several awards, in-
cluding Best Adapted Screenplay, Best 
Film Editing and Best Soundtrack.

Melissa Leo took home the Best Sup-
porting Actress award, and displayed 
how surprised she was by dropping the 
F-bomb on live television. She gasped, 
“When I watched Kate three years 
ago, it looked so f---ing easy!” She did 
apologize to the media backstage for 
her profanity, just in case anyone got 
off ended.

Christian Bale won Best Supporting 
Actor for his role in “Th e Fighter.” Fol-
lowing Leo, Bale began his speech by 
saying, “Bloody, bloody hell,” creating a 
swearing duo for the night. Aft er all his 
thanking, he decided to take some time 
and promote the services of Dicky, the 
man he portrayed in the movie, by ask-
ing people to visit his website.

Natalie Portman won the Best Ac-
tress Oscar for her role in the dis-
turbing ballet thriller “Black Swan.” 
Portman was a frontrunner for her 
intense portrayal of a ballet dancer, 
whose drive for perfection pushes her 
to the edge of insanity. Although Port-
man’s speech was not the greatest, she 
did a good job at displaying just the 
right amount of emotion and the right 
amount of nerves.

Colin Firth gave one of the best, if 
not the best, acceptance speeches of 
the night as he accepted his Best Ac-
tor Oscar. He began by saying, “I have a 
feeling that my career has just peaked.” 
Colin immediately got a great amount 
of laughs as he explained that he was 
“experiencing feelings” that may turn 
into dance moves. Th en aft er all his 
thanking, he fi nished up with some 
humor as well, “Now, if you’ll excuse 
me, I have some impulses I must at-
tend to back stage.”

Finally, “Toy Story 3,” won Best Ani-
mated feature and British fi lmmaker, 
Tom Hooper, won the Best Director 
Oscar for the historical drama, “Th e 
King’s Speech.” In his speech, he told 
everyone to listen to their mothers, 
because his mom helped him discover 
the script that would go on to be  “Th e 
King’s Speech.” 

Alejandro Alba may be reached at prospector@utep.edu.

BY MATTHEW MUNDEN
The Prospector

So James Franco 
got really high and 
decided to go host the 
Oscars.

Sunday’s ceremony 
could be one of the 
most awkward tele-
vised broadcasts in 

quite a long time (that includes the 
“Black-Eyed Peas loves TRON: Th e 
Half-time Show”).

Franco and co-host Anne Hatha-
way showcased their lack of chemis-
try and proved that head writer Bruce 
Vilanch really just does not give a shit 
anymore.

Apart from a great opening and 
closing montage (I want the fi nal 
speech from “Th e King’s Speech” to 
narrate everything I do from now on), 
the ceremony was about as much fun 
as getting shot in the face repeatedly, 
and this is coming from a person who 
thinks about jumping off  of the over-
pass to his death daily (just kidding).

Th e big theme of the night was the 
Academy spoiling the ending of mov-
ies like showing the fate of Josh Bro-
lin in “True Grit,” the ending scene 
in “Th e Kids are All Right” and the 
fi nal fi ght in “Th e Fighter.” Th e show’s 
theme also illustrated that stars are 
just as awkward as the rest of us are, 
if not more.

Tom Hanks coming out and really 
just not caring about what the hell he 
was reading set the tone for the night. 
Also, the fact that “Alice in Wonder-
land” won any awards should be a 
crime because that movie was really 
freaking awful.

When Billy Crystal came out and 
got a standing ovation, it seemed to 
indicate that maybe the audience felt 
the show was as apocalyptically awful 
as I thought it was too. Th e mere sight 
of Billy Crystal caused people to jump 
for joy. Why couldn’t he have hosted 
the thing? Was he that busy? What the 
hell is he doing? “Th e Tooth Fairy 2?”

Th en he, proving that the writ-
ers know how to get a young and hip 
audience, introduced Bob Hope. You 
know…he hasn’t been dead for quite 
a while. And holy hell, they had him 
introduce Robert Downey Jr. and Jude 
Law! Th at was sort of creepy and in 
bad taste. Whatever, corpses don’t re-
ally roll in their graves anyway.

Speaking of dead, I could have 
sworn Kirk Douglas had died. Uh…I 
can’t say too much about him, at least 
he tried.

By the way, I guess Bruce Wayne 
is going to be in Jesus/Abe Lincoln 
mode because Christian Bale seems to 
be stuck in that mode right now. Oh, 
and I’m glad to know auto tune is now 
dead aft er that clip of songs featuring 
Harry Potter and Twilight aired. Also, 
glad to know that the Academy loves 
songs about a ton of exposition be-
cause of the award to Randy Newman. 
At least, they didn’t give it to Paltrow 
for whatever that thing that she called 
a song was.

I also want to be on a plane with 
those singing children...oh wait, I 
don’t.

Time to go, I just heard that my 
movie, “British, British, British, Brit-
ish: We are really British in Britain,” is 
getting major studio interest.

Matthew Munden may be reached at prospector@utep.
edu.

BY JAZMIN SALINAS
The Prospector

When two creative writing students 
began Th e Undergraduate Creative 
Writing Society in 2008, their goal was 
to create a place for exchanging inno-
vative ideas and promoting the work of 
student writers at UTEP. 

Th ree years later, the group, which 
was started by Carl DeKoatz and David 
Scheier, is still using the written word 
for creative expression.

“Th eir vision was of a group or club 
for undergraduate creative writers, in 
which they could talk about their work 
in a space outside of the academic 
classroom; and create a venue or ven-
ues in which they could promote work 
by our talented undergraduate creative 
writers,” said Jeff rey Sirkin, faculty ad-
visor for UCWS and visiting assistant 
professor in creative writing.

Th e current president of the UCWS 
and senior creative writing major, 
Don Fenton, said the objectives for the 
UCWS have evolved.

“What we’re basically about is creat-
ing a writing community here at UTEP. 
You don’t get to meet many writers 

outside of the classes you take, or even 
writers who are not in the major, like 
a chemist,” Fenton said. “Our sole pur-
pose is to create this community of 
writers and to help each other with our 
craft .”

Alexandra Welch-Quarm, freshman 
theater and British and American lit-
erature major, said the organization’s 
goal is to encourage students with real-
life examples.

“Writers come from all areas. Lewis 
Carroll, for instance, was actually a 
math teacher. J.K. Rowling had never 
considered writing as a career,” Welch-
Quarm said. “I have a friend who spe-
cializes in computers, who I convinced 
to join a creative writing class with me. 
He began to produce the funniest sto-
ries I’ve ever read.”

Fenton said that the society has seen 
an increase in students from outside 
of the Liberal Arts College circle who 
want to join the society in order to sat-
isfy their passion for the art of writing.

“Th ey began a public reading series, 
called the Buttered Toast Reading Se-
ries, to give their members an oppor-
tunity to share their work with the 
public,” Sirkin said. “Th ey published 

a literary magazine, called Th e Whole 
Wheat Literary Magazine, featuring 
work by members of the group from 
that fi rst year.”

Th e Buttered Toast Reading Series 
has recently held at meetings at trendy 
cafés including Th e Percolator and 
Kinley’s House.

“I think it’s important that as a gen-
eration of students that come from 
UTEP, for each of our voices to be 
heard, for each of our stories to be 
heard,” said Miguel Ramirez, member 
of the UCWS and senior creative writ-
ing major. “We have to make our own 
literature, our own poetry, our own 
prose because we’re next.”

Ramirez said that while students 
who love to write may be intimidated 
and reluctant to join the UCWS, he en-
courages them to do so.

“It’s hard to share your work with 
your peers, but when you critique 
someone else’s work you also learn a lot 
about your own work,” Ramirez said. 
“People have a hard time getting past 
that intimidation, but we don’t judge.”

Jazmin Salinas may be reached at prospector@utep.edu.

BY JACKIE DEVINE
The Prospector

Twitter has played major roles in the 
unfolding of current events, like the 
ongoing government revolts and pro-
tests in the Middle East, namely Egypt 
and Libya.

“Th e whole deal with Egypt, the 
tweets from people informing us of 
what’s going on down there, is very 
important. It’s fi rst-hand news and you 
get that information right away,” said 
Arturo Guillen, senior media adver-
tising and communication major. “I 
think they’re even starting to preserve 
some tweets because they’ll be useful 
in the future when it comes to explain-
ing the past.”

Although Twitter is popular with 
big-name companies and celebrities, 
it has quickly become an instant com-
munication tool for individuals of all 
ages, from students and young jour-
nalists to parents and fi rst-time social 
media users.

According to comScore, a company 
that measures the digital world, Twit-
ter is mainly used by older adults who 
might not have used other social sites 
before. Th e site states that Twitter has 
also become popular because of its 
trending topics feature, which reveals 

the most common phrases appearing 
in messages.

“Twitter has become relevant be-
cause it is informative and certain 
words capture people’s attention,” said 
Kenneth Yang, associate professor 
of communication. “It has become 
a community of its own, and with its 
specifi c linguistics, it gives people a 
sense of belonging.”

Popular trending topics on Twitter 
right now include Egypt, Libya and 
the Tea Party, followed by Justin Bieber 
and ‘90s swag. 

“I think it has become so popular 
mainly because celebrities use it and 
you see it in magazines and on E! On-
line all the time,” said Paola Acosta, se-

nior industrial engineering major and 
an avid Twitter user. “I just think peo-
ple are curious to see what other peo-
ple are doing, not just their friends.”

With its growing popularity, Twit-
ter shows no signs of stopping. It has 
become so infl uential and widespread 
that even members of Congress were 
caught tweeting during President 
Barrack Obama’s State of the Union 
speech.

Even as certain countries like Iran 
and Libya try to censor Twitter, it is 
fast becoming a major communica-
tion tool, with the power resting in the 
hands of anyone able to type in a tweet.

Jackie Devine may be reached at prospector@utep.edu.

Obvious choices 
at the Oscars

Twitter becoming more than a social tool

Writing Society fosters talent

Social networking

Humor ColumnCampus life

GREG CASTILLO / The Prospector

UCWS President Don Fenton and Vice President Nick Rodriguez attend the organization’s weekly meeting. 

WTF, Oscars?

CHARLIE SHEEN’S OUT-OF-CONTEXT QUOTE OF THE WEEK:
“Anyone who wants to ignore it deserves to have their privates fondled by some clown who worked at Wal-Mart seven 
minutes before that....losers and clowns and trolls, all of  them.”

JUSTIN STENE/ The Prospector

Twitter has had an increasing role in reporting current events.
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BasketballBasketball

Miners crush Memphis

BOB CORRAL/ The Prospector

Senior guard Randy Culpepper blocks the shot of  Memphis junior guard Charles Carmouche Feb. 26 at the Don Haskins Center.  

BY WILLIAM VEGA
The Prospector

Th e UTEP Miners’ eight seniors 
were tested Feb. 26 at the Don 
Haskins Center when they faced sev-
en Memphis Tigers’ freshmen. Th eir 
experience paid off  74-47.

“You know you prefer to have se-
niors versus freshmen, but sometimes 
you can counter it, regardless of who 
you’re playing against and their age 
and date of birth, it depends on if they 
have great talent,” head coach Tim 
Floyd said. “It was seniors against 
freshmen and we have the makeup of 
a NCAA Tournament team. We have 
a fi ne back court and some veterans 
that know how to play.”

In the Miners’ (21-8, 9-5 Confer-
ence-USA) most lop-sided aff air 

since a 79-49 victory against Loui-
siana-Monroe Dec. 15, UTEP held 
Memphis (21-8, 9-5 C-USA) to just 
1-of-18 from the three and allowed 
only 47 points on 31 percent shoot-
ing from the fi eld. Aft er losing three 
of their last four contests, the Miners 
were in need of a victory.

“We were facing adversity and we 
were proving to be a soft  team and 
this game retired people from look-
ing at us like that,” point guard Julyan 
Stone said. “So we looked in the mir-
ror and went back to basics and said 
we wanted to be a tough team head-
ing into the (C-USA) tournament.”

Th e defensive squad were the sav-
iors for the Miners during the fi rst 
20 minutes of the game, holding the 

see CRUSH on page 8

WHAT WAS THE SCORE?
SOFTBALL: UTEP 15, BRADLEY 7 WOMEN’S BASKETBALL: SMU 70, UTEP 64

Mustangs’ 
Christian sets 
record on 
Senior Night
BY SAL GUERRERO
The Prospector

SMU senior guard Raquel Chris-
tian hit eight 3-pointers and scored 
a career-high of 32 points to help her 
team beat the UTEP Miners 70-64 
on Senior Night at the Don Haskins 
Center.

“I would have liked for us to ad-
just better but you know 8-for-12 on 
threes, (Christian) is a heck of a play-
er,” head coach Keitha Adams said. 
“It was a great performance on her 
part. Th ere were some times where 
we were on her, but she knocked 
down some shots.”

Coming off  the bench, Christian 
was subbed in at the 14th-minute of 
the fi rst half and exploded onto the 
scene, hitting her fi rst 3-pointer of 
the game one minute later. Unde-
terred by the defense, she would go 
on to score 10 of her 32 points in the 
fi rst half, knocking down a crucial 
3-pointer with 11 minutes left  in the 
half, putting the mustangs up 45-43.

“She shoots a true jump shot. She 
made us pay for it, (Christian) had 
half as many points as we did as a 
unit,” Adams said. “Th e 3-ball really 
hurt us. How oft en do you see some-
one go 8-for-12 on 3-pointers.”

Neither team shot exceptionally 
well in the half. Th e Mustangs shot 
just two percent (34 percent) better 
than the Miners, going 9-for-26 from 
the fl oor. UTEP went into the half 
down by two 27-29,  but led SMU in 
rebounds, 23-17.

Th e second half was not any better 
statistically for either team, but nei-
ther managed to take a commanding 
lead in the game. Th ere were a total 
of four lead changes in the second 
half and the game was tied on four 
diff erent occasions.

Junior forward Gloria Brown 
led all scores and rebounds for the 
Miners scoring 12 points and pull-
ing down 16 rebounds. Despite her 
team-leading 12 points, Brown failed 
to fi nd a rhythm early on in the game, 
shooting just 5-of-17 from the fl oor.

“I really didn’t get the shots that I 
wanted,” Brown said. “I want to give 
credit to SMU, they played hard. Th e 
3-pointer hurt us. Th ey were setting 
up screens, (Christian) was just get-
ting hot.”

Even with Christian having the hot 
hand of the day, the Miners tied up 
the game when freshman forward 
Kayla Th ornton hit a layup to tie 
the game at 45 with 10:50 left  in the 
game. Brown then hit a layup to give 
the Miners a 47-45 lead. But once 
again, SMU scored off  a jump shot 
from Christian off  a turnover from 
freshman point guard Kelli Willing-
ham, tying the game at 47 a piece 
with 9:34 left  in the game. 

Christian then knocked down a 
3-pointer to put the Mustangs up by 
three at 8:54 and the Mustangs never 
looked back.

see RECORD on page 8
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Tigers to 28 percent shooting, in-
cluding 10 percent from the perim-
eter. UTEP forced Memphis to 13 
turnovers, two of them shot-clock 
violations.

Th e Miners fi nished the fi rst half 
outscoring Memphis, 24-8, over the 
last 12 minutes. Th e Tigers’ last lead 
was at 12-11, and that’s when senior 
guard Randy Culpepper took con-

trol. Th e Memphis native sparked a 
10-0 run which started with a back-
door cut and layup that pumped up 
all 11,334 fans in attendance. 

Culpepper contributed to all 10 
of those points for the Miners scor-
ing eight and assisting center John 
Bohannon, who was wide open and 
made an easy layup.

Culpepper fi nished with a game-
high of 14 points in the fi rst half. 
Williams scored nine as the Miners 
lead at the half, 33-20.

Memphis played catch up the en-
tire half in the fouls column, rack-
ing up 11 fouls compared to the 
Miners’ six. Tigers’ freshman guard 
Joe Jackson led his team with six of 
their 12 points until he picked up his 
third foul, forcing him to sit down 
for the rest of the fi rst half. Th e Min-
ers shot nine more free throws than 
Memphis, but were only able to go 
56 percent from the line.

Off  the bench, Bohannon and se-
nior guard Isaac Gordon stepped 
up in the second half as the Miners 
bench outscored the Tigers 20-15 in 
the fi nal 20 minutes. Bohannon fi n-
ished with 15 points, hitting all six of 
his shots from the fi eld.

“We were just trying to slow down 
and get the game to come to us,” Bo-
hannon said. “Sometimes you have 
to let the game come, so you can say 
I played smart. Isaac Gordon played 
a great game, probably his best game 
ever since I’ve been here.”

UTEP outrebounded Memphis 
36-34, including 21-14 in the second 
half. Floyd threw in a barrage of big 
men to shut down Memphis fresh-
man forward Tarik Black, who was 
held to eight points despite his seven 
rebounds.

“(Tarik Black) was frustrated, but 
that is just part of the youth, and it’s 
hard on him because they were just 
collapsing on him,” Memphis head 
coach Josh Pastner said. “Our youth 
no doubt showed today, but that’s no 
excuse. By this time of the year, we 
need to win games.”

Th e Miners are now tied with the 
Tigers for second place in C-USA 
with only two games left  on both 
teams’ schedules.

“We went out there and proved ev-
eryone wrong,” Stone said. “Beating 
a good Memphis team by that much 
showed, and bearing down on de-
fense showed we can be one of the 
best teams in the conference.”

William Vega may be reached at prospector@utep.edu.

CRUSH from page 7

“I’ve been playing inconsistently 
lately and it was a great feeling to 
come back with a game like this,” 
Christian said. “I just went out there 
really relaxed, keeping my compo-
sure, that’s what made my shots fall.”

Christian’s eight 3-pointers set a 
single-game school record for SMU 
and her 32 points were tenth-best in 
program history.

“I went out there with a lot of 
composure,” Christian said. “Even 
through the pressure of the trap, we 
were just real poised and in control.”

With the loss, the Miners (14-
13, 6-9 Conference USA) are now 
in ninth place in conference. Th ey 
wrap up their season March 3 when 
they face last-place Tulsa.

Sal Guerrero may be reached at prospector@utep.edu.

BOB CORRAL / The Prospector

Senior guard Randy Culpepper scored 20 points and grabbed four 
rebounds against Memphis Feb. 26 at the Don Haskins Center. 

DIANA AMARO / The Prospector

Junior guard Kim Smith passes the ball to the top of  the key Feb. 27 at the Don Haskins Center. 

RECORD from page 7
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