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Dr.  Anton  H.  Berkman and Dr .  John L .  t , . la l le r
By  Dt " .  C .L .  Sonn jchsen
Round Rock, Texas
January 23, 1969
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How d id  you  eve r  hea r  abou t  Texas  Co ' l 1ege  o f  M jnes?

In  1927 ,  du r ing  the  summer ,  I  had  come back  f rom teach ing  a t  Texas  A&M

f rom Oc tobe r ,1926 ,  t h rough  the  l ong  sess ion .  Then  I  wen t  back  to  the

Un ive rs i t y  o f  Texas  to  teach  the re  i n  t he  summer  sess ion .  Th i s  was  where

I  had  taken  bo th  my  deg rees ,  bache lo r ' s  and  mas te r ' s .  Tha t  summer ,  a  te le -

g ram a r r i ved  f rom Dean  Pucke t t  say ing  tha t  t he  pos j t i on  o f  cha i rman  o f  t he

B io log i ca l  Sc jences  was  open .  They  wene  jus t  add ing  academic  work  to  the

eng inee r i ng  schoo l .  P r i o r  t o  t ha t ,  I  had  hea rd  o f  t he  Co l l ege  o f  M jnes  i n

E l  Paso .  My  i dea  o f  t he  schoo l  was  tha t  j t  was  a  f ron t i e r  schoo l  and  tha t

i t  cons j s ted  o f  one  o r  two  bu j l d i ngs  up  on  a  rocky  mound  o r  h i l l .  Th i s

a t t r ac ted  my  a t t en t i on .  I  t hough t ,  we11 ,  t h i s  i s  a  p i onee r i ng  p l ace  and

tha t  wou ld  be  j n te res t i ng ,  so  I  dec ' i ded  to  take  j t .  The  sa la ry  vvas  $3 ,000

a  yea r .  Tha t  was  b ig  money  i n  those  days .  I t  wen t  down  to  $2 ,200  du r ing

the  dep ress ' i on .

I  s t a r t ed  a t  $1 ,800 .

Anyway ,  t ha t  was  my  beg inn ing  w ' i t h  t he  Co l l ege  o f  M ines .  They  d jdn ' t  ca l l  ' i t

Texas  Co l l ege  o f  M ines ,  j us t  t he  Co l l ege  o f  M ines .  Up  t o  t ha t  t ime ,  Dean

K idd  had  been  the  dean  under  the  Un ive rs i t y  o f  Texas  admin i s t ra t i on .

D id  you  have  any  f ac i l ' i t i e s?

Yes ,  we  d i d  have  one  room i n  wha t  j s  now  Ke11y  Ha l l .  I t  was  a  l abo ra to r y

and  l ec tu re  room toge the r  when  I  f i r s t  a r r i ved .  I t  was  ve ry  l im i ted  qua r te rs ,

r ea11y  t he  f r on t i e r .

f , l ha t  d id  you  do  w i th  the  ca ts?

l {e  d idn ' t  s ta r t  t he  ca ts  un t ' i 1  1928 .  Then  we  s ta r ted  p re -med jc  work .
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Dr.  B.F.  Jenness t^ las taken on in the department and then there were two of

us .  He had been the  schoo l  phys ic ian  and a  lec tu rer  to  the  eng ineer ing

s tudents  in  hyg iene and san i ta t ion .  They  had to  have tha t  as  par t  o f  the i r

degree requ i rement .  He cont inued in  tha t  capac i ty  fo r  near ly  f i f t y  years .

I  saw him the other day; he was f ine.  He must be about n ' inety now. He was

very  g lad  to  be  v is i ted  and happy to  see peop le .  ldhere  d id  you I j ve  when

you came here?

I l ived on Nevada Street in a boarding house owned by a woman named Mrs.

Hawk ins .  There  were  peop le  who had bus iness  in tenes ts  in  town who took

the i r  mea ls  there .  We had qu i te  a  b ig  tab le .  I  don ' t  know haw many we had.

What  d jd  you do  about  expand ing  the  depar tment?

In  1930,  we moved in to  what  i s  now the  Educat ion  Bu" i ld ing .  We had ha l f  o f

the  top  f loor .  We had two labs  then and I  had an  o f f i ce .  Th js  cont inued

unt i l  1936.  Then they  gave another  th i rd  o f  tha t  f loor  to  my depar tment .

Then we had two o f f i ces  and th ree  labs .  We s tayed there  un t i l  they  bu i l t

the  new sc ience  bu i ld ing .

Were you always crowded?

Always .  The in te res t ing  th ing  about  when they  gave the  ex t ra  th i rd  to  us ,

Dean K idd  sa id ,  "Now you have space. "  I  never  had enough space un t i l  the

new bu i ld ing .  I t  wasn ' t  a  year  un t i l  we scarce ly  had room to  move in .

That ' s  how rap id ly  the  s tudents  were  coming.

And a l l  the other  depar tments were t ry ing to  horn in  on

Cen tu ry  i n  h i s  ca t  l ab  one  t ime .  I n  t hose  days ,  we  d j d

we  had  even ing  
' l abs .  

Tha t  added  to  the  da i l y  schedu le .

Some days ,  I  t augh t  a l l  day  and  then  taugh t  t h ree  l abs

you.  I  taught  1800

make use  o f  the  n igh t ;

a t  n igh t ;  t ha t  added

S :

B :
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up to about 22 or 23 contact  hours a week.

I f  you  to ld  tha t  to  some o f  our  new PhD 's ,  they 'd  d ie  o f  shock .

I  understand now that,  somebody wrote me a let ter  and said that  now we are

work ing  s ix  hours  a  day .

And  compla in ing .

Wel l ,  I  had  an  o f f i ce  over  in  tha t  bu i ld ing  when I  f i r s t  go t  he re .

Yes  .

I  d ' i d ,  too .

I  was  r igh t  nex t  to  tha t  p layground be11 tha t  Dean K idd  ins ta l led  because

Mrs .  F ineau  sa ' id  tha t  she  couJdn ' t  hear  the  be l l  and  cou ldn ' t  d i smiss  her

c lasses  on  t ime,  and  he  pu t  ' i n  a  huge  g rea t  b ig  be11 .

D jdn ' t  you  take  the  o f f i ce  on  the  th i rd  f l oo r?

No,  I  was  on  the  second f loor .

Right under what used to be our bathroom when i t  was a dorm.

I  have happy memor ies  o f  tha t .  I  I  i ved  in  tha t  dorm.

Tha t ' s  r igh t .

I  spen t  my  f i r s t  n igh t ' i n  E l  Paso  jus t  down the  ha l l  f rom h im.

Shou ld  we te l l  about  tha t  b ig  an ima l  tha t  you  ran  in to  the  f i rs t  t ime you

came up there?

l , . le l l ,  j t  was  a  bed bug.

You know, those vinegarroons.

D id  I  f i nd  one  o f  those?

Yes.  You had neven seen one be fore ,  and you go t  qu i te  exc i ted  about  j t .

He had more  fun  w i th  tha t  tender foo t .  He had me p ick ing  pr ick ly  pears ;

and he  made me ho ld  a  handkerch ie f  the  f i rs t  t ime we went  over  Scen ic  Dr ive

B:

q .

B:

S:

B :

S :

B :



B:

Berkman  &  Wa l l e r

because  he  to ld  me tha t  I  m igh t  have  a  noseb leed .  You  wou ldn ' t  th ink  tha t

a  man wou ld  be  l i ke  tha t .  How d id  you ge t  s ta r ted  on  the  pre-med work?

l , r j e l l ,  s ince  the  ins t i tu t ion ,  to  s ta r t  w i th ,  was  rea l l y  a  techn ica l  j ns t ' i t u -

t ion ,  there fore  our  courses  were  la rge ly  zoo logy .  We added,  then,  the  ver te -

bra te  anatomy,  when Dr .  Janness  came in .  Th is  /was , /  because the  dominant

work in the department was zoology Un{ the other was botany, which was

s imply  to  sa t is fy  the  requ i rements  fo r  the  bache lors  degree so  peop le  cou ld

take  tha t .  Now,  the  enro l lment  was heavy  in  the  bo tany ,  bu t  you  see a t

the  same t ime to  have expanded tha t  work  requ j red  more  space and d i f fe ren t

k ' ind  o f  space than the  zoo logy .  And in  zoo logy ,  we cou ld  go  ahead and work

wi th  the ,an imals  tha t  we had.  There  was th is  demand,  these young peop le  in

the  E l  Paso reg ion  wanted  to  p repare  fo r  schoo ls  o f  med ic ine- -advanced work .

Now,  there  was no  par t i cu la r  demand fo r  advanced work  in  bo tany ,  a l though

we actual ly t r ied.  tde opened up one sophornore course in botany, but there

was jus t  one s tudent ;  we opera ted  tha t  one year  and tha t  was  i t .  That  was

what  we ca i led  Taxomony,  the  c lass i f i ca t ion  o f  p lan ts .  They  weren ' t  ' i n te res ted

' in  the  bo tan jca l ,  so  we go t  these peop le  who were  in te res ted  in  p repar ing

for medical  school .  And of  course, most of  them thought that  they were

qua l i f ied  to  p repare  fo r  med ' i ca l  schoo l  so  there fore  they  go t  these peop le .

l ' lany of  them, af ter  they got in,  found out that  they could not make the

grade ,  bu t  th i s  s t i l l  rema ined  the  dominan t  course .  In  1931  o r  1932 ,  we

added the  th i rd  course ,  H is to logy  and la te r  Ernbryo logy .  These were  the

pr inc ip le  courses  fo r  the  p re -med ica l  p repara t ion  in  the  b io log ica l  sc iences .

D id  we have any  d i f f i cu l ty  in  ge t t ing  them accepted  by  the  med ' ica l  schoo ls?

None a t  a l l .  These boys  went  r igh t  on  to  rmed ica l  schoo l .  There  was no

S:

B :
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p rob l  em a t  a l  I  .

Do you remember who some of the early boys were?

We l l ,  D r .  VonBr i esen  was  one  o f  t hem.

I  remember  boys  l i ke  Ra lph  Hanna ,  Gus  Eckhar t .

Yes  l

Gus  d i dn ' t  become  a  doc to r  t hough ,  d j d  he?

Yes ,  yes ,  he ' s  ou t  a t  San  Ange lo  as  a  pa tho log i s t ;  he  and  seve ra l  o the rs

L i r i l =  ou t  a t  a  c l i n i c  t h i ng  and  he ' s  t he  ch ie f  pa tho log i s t  t he re .

I  hea rd  t ha t  h i s  boy  j s  a t  t he  co l l ege  now .

Yes ,  I  t h ink  tha t  one  o f  h ' i s  boys  i s  a t  t he  co l l ege .

I s  Gus '  hea l th  p re t t y  good?

0h  yes ,  he ' s  i n  good  hea l t h  now .

ldhat  was the morta l  i ty  ra te for  medica l  school  ?  Two or  three years?

I  wou ld  say  tha t  t hose  who  rea11y  wan ted  to  go  to  med ica l  schoo l  and  were

se r jous  s tuden ts ,  mos t  o f  t hem succeeded  in  go ing .  The re  wasn ' t  much

fa i l u re  a t  a l l  a f t e r  t hey  reached  the  second  yea r .  I f  we  had  10  o r  12  i n

tha t  c l ass  wo rk i ng  w i t h  t he  ca t s ,  as  a  r u l e ,  e i gh t  o r  n i ne  wen t  on  t o  med j ca l

schoo l - - t hey  we re  t he  r i gh t  ma te r i a l  and  t hey  qua l i f i ed .  So  t he  p l ace

where  we  e l im ' i na ted  them was  j n  the  f reshman  yea r .  The  g rades  wou ld  te l l

and  they  wou ld  know themse lves  i f  t hey  shou ld  go  on  i n to  the  o the r  cou rse .

D id  you  eve r  have  to  reason  w i th  some o f  t hem to  te l l  t hem no t  t o  go  on?

We jus t  wou ldn ' t  r ecommend  them.  We t r i ed  to  s top  them a t  t he  ea r l y  s tage .

Th js  was  to  the i r  advan tage ,  t o  l e t  t hem know wha t  t he  road  was  ahead .

What  was the percentage of  the ones you recommended to go to  Galveston?

Abou t  95  pe r  cen t .
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You had some l i ke  A .0 .  Wynn,  whose hea l th  jus t  wou ldn ' t  le t  them go on .

Yes,  he  was accepted  bu t  h is  hea l th  wou ldn ' t  permi t  i t .  Now,  we had one

young man who went  down and had fa i led .  They  f ina l l y  to ld  h im i f  he  wou ld

go up  to  the  Un ivers i ty  o f  Texas  and take  a  course  in  Bac ter io logy  and pass

i t  w j th  a  'B ' ,  they  wou ld  le t  h r 'm come back .  l , r l e l l ,  he  worked  on  j t ,  bu t

he  d idn ' t  make j t .  So ,  he  took  the  en t rance exam a t  the  Un ivers i ty  o f

Mex ico ,  go t  h is  degree,  served h is  t ime by  prac t ic ing  med ic ine  fo r  the

government  fo r  a  year  o r  two,  and he  se t  up  h is  o f f i ce  jn  Judrez .  I  th ink

he 's  s t i l l  there .  There  were  about  four  who d id  the  same th ing .  There  was

one who wanted to go to Galveston so bad he just  about turned over every-

th ing  in  the  s ta te  o f  Texas ;  he  even went  to  the  a t to rney  genera l .  He was

not  a  c j t i zen  o f  the  s ta te ;  he  was f rom Matamoros .  He f ina l l y  moved over

to  Brownsv j l l e .  He  g rew up  there  and  went  to  the  pub f i c  schoo ls  and  the

iun io r  co l lege and go t  a  good educat ion  there .  He came out  to  E l  Paso to

do h is  p re-med work  and he  made qood qrades .  He t r ied  every th ing  under

the  sun to  ge t  in to  Ga lves ton  and he  cou ldn ' t .  He then app l ied  a t  f4onter rey

and went  to  med ica l  schoo l  there .  The las t  I  heard  he  was in  h ' i s  jun io r

year  and  do ing  we l l .

Several  went down there to medical  school  and came back here but they

cou ldn ' t  ge t  a  l i cense.  One guy  a t  Hote l  D jeu ,  worked as  an  jn te rn  under

one  o f  ou r  lead ing  phys ic ians  there ,  and  th js  man sa id  he  was  exce l len t

bu t  he  cou ldn ' t  ge t  a  l j cense  in  a  hosp i ta l  i n  M jnneso ta .  He  cou ldn ' t

p rac t i ce  bu t  he  cou ld  se rve  h is  in te rnsh ip .  I  don ' t  know i f  he  ever  wen t

to  an  ins t i tu t ion  here  o r  no t .

Maybe ,  he 's  runn ing  a  f i l f  i ng  s ta t ion  now.

6:
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I  would say that 95 per cent /of  the onesZwe recommended went to medical

schoo l  and are  prac t ic ing  now.

Was Dave Cameron one of  your boys?

Yes,  bo th  o f  them,  Dav jd  and Bruce.  Bruce ' i s  in  Houston  as  an  or thoped ic

surgeon .  He  founded  the  jou rna l  wh ich ' i s  ca l led  the  Journa l  o f  0 r thoped ics .

I t ' i s  the  on ly  jou rna l  i n  the  U .S .  abou t  o r thoped ics ,  and  he  was  ed i to r  o f

i  t .  I  th ' ink  he  deserves  spec ia l  recogn i t ion .

How much jn f luence wou ld  you say  the  Pre-Med C lub  had? Was tha t  a  p re t ty

good promoter  o f  esp i r i t  de  corps?

I t  was .  Dr .  Jenness  and I  s ta r ted  i t .  The f i rs t  meet ings  we had hene down

in  town in  a  res taurant  in  the  second f loor  o f  a  bu i ld ing  now owned by  the

Univers i ty .  I t  was  the  o ld  S tevens  proper ty .

Were  there  any  g i r l s  in  tha t  Pre-Med C lub?

Yes,  one o f  them went  up  to  the  Ch icago Med ica l  Co11ege.  R i ta  Don was one.

She graduated  w i th  a  Chemis t ry  degree,  together  w i th  some o f  the  o ther  g i r l s

took  pos i t i ons  w i th  a  company  jn  Car l sbad .  They  d idn ' t  l i ke  tha t  and  came

back .  Three went  down to  Ga lves ton  to  take  the  med ica l  techn ' i c ian 's  courses ,

and then she came back  and went  to  work  fo r  Dr .  Dut ton .  F ina ]1y ,  she  dec ided

to  look  in to  go ing  to  med ica l  schoo l .  She  had  a l l  the  courses ;  a l ; l  she

needed was a recommendat ion.  She was recommended to Southwestern Medical

Schoo l  in  Da l las .  She went  down there  and go t  her  M.D.  degree,  served her

in te rnsh ip  and came back  to  work  w i th  Dr .  Dut ton .

Te l l  me how you go t  a ' long  w i th  the  var ious  admin is t ra t ions ,  d ' id  you f ind  them

encourag ing  or  d id  you have to  f igh t  fo r  your  I  i fe?

I  never  d jd  have to  f igh t  w i th  any  o f  the  admin is t ra t ion .  I  never  had any

prob lems o r  d j f f i cu l t i es  tha t  I  can  reca l l .

B :

S

B

B:



5

5

Berkman  &  Wa l l e r

They  d idn ' t  g i ve  you  eve ry th ing  you  asked  fo r?

h le l l ,  no ,  t hey  cou ldn ' t .  Tha t  cou ld  be  we l l  unde rs tood .  I  knew the i r  budge ts

and  I  knew wha t  t he  o the rs  had .  And  we  d jd  t r y  by  a l l  t he  depar tmen ts '

con t r i bu t i ng  a  l i t t l e  money  to  buy  expens ive  i ns t rumen ts  to  ra i se  the  qua l i t y

o f  t he  depar tmen t .  L i ke  Dr .  Knapp  wan ted  to  buy  an  i ns t rumen t  t ha t  cos t

$700 .  Tha t  was  a  l o t  o f  money .  So  we  a l l  ch ' i pped  i n  to  buy ' i t .  l ^ | e  neve r

d id  go  to  the  o the r  depar tmen ts  fo r  such  he lp  because  we  rea l l y  d idn ' t

need' i t  as far  as an emergency was concerned,  and we benef i ted f rom contr i -

bu t i ons  and  dona t ions  f rom peop le .  The  ma in  th ing  we  needed  was  m ic roscopes .

h le11 ,  by  keep ing  on  the  a le r t ,  lwe  cou ld  f i nd  second  hand  m ' i c roscopes  some-

t imes  f rom doc to rs  who  tu rned  the i r  l ab  work  ove r  t o  the  l abo ra to ry  i n  t own

and they d idn ' t  need them anymore.  So we got  q 'u i te  a number of  very good

mic roscopes  tha t  way  fo r  ve ry  f  i t t l e  I noney .  / l ^ te  werez  a lways  on  the  a le r t

abou t  t ha t .  Th i s  was  the  ' impor tan t  t h ' i ng ,  t he  advanced  cou rses .

So ,  you  rea11y  began  to  sp read  ou t  when  we  go t  t he  new sc ' i ence  bu j l d ing .

Yes ,  t ha t ' s  when  we  s ta r ted  i n to  deve lop  a  f  i t t l e  more .  t ^ l e  had  a l ready

s ta r t ed  Bac te r i o l ogy  up  i n  t he  o the r  bu i l d i ng ,  bu t  t ha t  was  qu i t e  l im i t ed ;

I  d idn ' t  expec t  so  many  peop le  i n  t he re .  h le  rea l l y  s ta r ted  th i s  Bac te r i o logy

be fo re  we  go t  t h j s  added  labo ra to ry .  A f te r  we  go t  t ha t ,  t hey  c rowded  jn .

So  i ns tead  o f  hav ing  one  sec t i on  o f  l ab ,  we  had  two  sec t i ons ,  and  t h i s ' i s

whe re  qu i t e  a  b j t  o f  even ing  l abs  came  i n .

D id  you  eve r  have  any th ing  tha t  d idn ' t  go?  I t  seems  to  me  tha t  once  upon

a  t ime  you  had  a  g reenhouse  o r  a  conse rva to ry  pu t  up  the re .  Wha t  happened

to  tha t?

0h ,  t ha t  was  ou t s i de ,  on  t he  eas t  s i de .
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You had somebody named Dr .  l ^J r ' lden  isn ' t  tha t  r igh t ,  who wanted  tha t  th ing?

Wai t  a  min tue ,  we d ' idn ' t  have a  greenhouse un t i l  we came down to  the  new

bu i ld ing .  There  was a  pond there  wh ' i ch  we used fo r  aquat ic  mater ia l .  Now,

the  o ther  g reenhouse,  one reason why tha t  d idn ' t  work  ou t  was  tha t  the  g lass

f i t te r  was  more  knowledgeab ' le ,  accord ing  to  h js  v iews,  than the  res t  o f  us

abou t  the  g lass  tha t  was  to  go  in  i t .  The  g lass  pu t  in  was  no t  su i tab le  fo r

greenhouse use,  th js  was par t l y  fo r  the  sun.

i t  d jdn ' t  ge t  any  u l t rav io le t  rays  th rough  there  d id  i t?

Yes,  th is  was par t  o f  the  d ' i f f i cu l t ies  there .  A f te r  i t  had  been pu t  up

and we had use o f  i t ,  some o f  them had the j r  cac t i ,  and we d id  g row mater ia l

fo r  the  lab ;  we  cou ld  do  tha t  a l l  r i gh t ,  so  the re  was  a  use  fo r  i t .

What  k ind  o f  mater ia l  fo r  the  1ab,  a lgae?

A1gae,  and  seed l ings  tha t  you  use  fo r  the  bo tan ica l  courses .  One fe l low used

' i t  fo r  h ' i  s  snakes .

I  wanted  to  ask  you about  those snakes .

you?

You co l  I  ec ted  ra t t l  esnakes  d i  dn  '  t

Yes ,  we went  ou t  and co l lec ted  ra t t lesnakes  and brought  them jn .  And /neZ

exper imented w i th  them' in  re fe rence to  mi lk ing  them to  show the  s tudents

how that was done and show them the venom that you get out of  them.

Once upon a  t ime,  one o f  them got  away and tu rned up  in  Isobe l la  McK ' inney ls

bookcase.

Tha t ' s  co r rec t .

How d id  you  exp la i n  t ha t?

I t  r ea l l y  d i dn ' t  show  up  i n  he r  bookcase ,  bu t  she  t hough t  i t  d i d .  We  d i , d  go

th rough  a l l  o f  he r  books  and  eve ry th ing .  A f te r  t ha t  was  a l l  done ,  we  se t t l ed

a .
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down to  the  assumpt ion  tha t  t he  snake  had  gone  down  the  s ta i r s  and  ou t .

And  i t  was  no t  un t i l  abou t  t h ree  weeks  l a te r  t ha t  I  was  s i t t i ng ' i n  my

o f f i ce  l ean ing  back  i n  my  cha i r  a t  my  desk ,  I  had  been  read ingn  and  I  j us t

happened  to  g lance  down  in to  the  l ower  she l f  o f  my  bookcase  and  the re  l a id

the  ra t t l esnake .

He  hadn ' t  ea ten  fo r  t h ree  weeks?

He  d idn ' t  need  to  ea t .  Somet imes  they  feed  bu t  once  a  yea r  o r  once  eve ry

s ' i x  mon ths  o r  someth ing  I  i ke  tha t .

You say you had been reading?

0h ,  yes .

No t  d r i nk i nq?
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B:  No .  So ,  I  j u s t  go t  a  s t i c k  and  a  j a r  and  raked  h im  ou t  o f  t he  she l f  and

pu t  h im  back ' i n  t he  j a r .  He  d i dn ' t  f j gh t  much ;  he  seemed  ad jus ted  t o  h j s

env i r onmen t .  He  seemed  q lad  t o  be  home .  I  t i c k l ed  h im  a  l i t t l e  mo re  t o

be sure  he  wou ldn ' t  ge t  away  aga in .  Bu t  I  te11  you ,  though ,  the re  was

consterna t ' ion  in  tha t  bu i ld ing  a f te r  tha t  ra t t lesnake had escaped.

You th ink  somebody 1e t  h jm out?

We11,  my  doo r  was  open  and  I  was  i n  l ec tu re  and  the  on l y  way  was  fo r  someone

to  come ' i n  and  unsc rew  tha t  t op  o f f  t he  l j d .  Cou ld  be  t ha t  r a t t l esnake

sounded  o f f  and  whoever  i t  was ,  t ook  o f f .  Tha t  happened  to  me  the  o the r

day .  We were  ge t t i ng  ready  to  move ,  and  j t  had  been  ra in ing .  I  wen t  ove r

to  the  hyd ran t  t o  c lean  my  boo ts  o f f  and  I  p i cked  up  a  rag  tha t  was  l ay jng

the re ;  I  p i cked  i t  up  two  t imes  and  the  th i rd  t ime  I  p i cked  i t  up  the re  was

a  snake  the re  and  he  b i t  me .  I  go t  i n to  the  ca r  and  d rove  to  the  house

and  go t  a  razo r  b lade  and  made  an  "X"  and  my  nephew was  the re  and  he  app l i ed

the  suc t i on  appa ra tus .  I n  t he  mean t ime ,  we  had  ca l l ed  t he  c l i n i c  and  t he
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doc to r  happened  to  be  the re .  The  who le  th ing  d jd  no t  t ake  f i f t een  m inu tes .

Did you have any bad ef fects?

No ,  he  gave  me  a  sho t ,  and  then  l a te r  a t  t he  hosp i ta l  he  gave  me  ano the r .

l 4aybe  you ' re  l i ke  Co l .  C r immons .  They  say  tha t  he  was  b i t t en  so  many  t imes

tha t  when  a  ra t t l esnake  b j t i h im ,  i t  was  the  snake  who  d ied ,  no t  h im .  I

used  to  go  w ' i t h  Co1 .  C r immons  on  h i s  exped i t i ons  ou t  t o  Hueco  Tanks .

D idn ' t  he  have  a  p rong  to  ca tch  them be fo re  he  touched  them?

0h  yea .  I n  my  case ,  I  a lways  had  my  boo ts  and  I ' d  s tep  on  the i r  heads  and

then  p i ck  them up .  The  bones  o f  t he i r  heads  come ou t  and  so  you  can  ge t  a

ve ry  good  g rasp  beh ind  the  head .  I  know tha t  i n  0k lahoma they  use  p rongs

to  p i ck  them up  and  then  pu t  t hem in  a  sack .  0 f  cou rse ,  i t ' s  no t  a lways

sa fe ;  you ' ve  go t  t o  be  ex t reme ly  cau t i ous .  The  bes t  man  in  the  bus iness

ove r  nea r  t he  B razos  made  a  m is take  somehow and  the  snake  go t  h i s  f angs

in  a  ve in ,  and  he  d i dn ' t  l a s t  s i x  hou rs .

Le t  me  ask  you  one  more  ques t i on  and  then  I ' l l  1e t  you  o f f  t he  hook .  Have

you  been  happy  i n  you r  re t i r emen t?

0h ,  yes ,  I  en joy  j t ;  I  s t ay  busy .  i  have  d i abe tes .  I ' ve  been  wo rk i ng  w i t h

insec t i c ' i des  and  he rb i c  j des  ove r  on  my  b ro the r ' s  f a rm.  Las t  f a l  I  I  go t

ve ry  i l l ;  t hey  pu t  me  in  the  hosp ' i t a1  fo r  two  weeks  and  a l l  t hey  cou ld  f i nd

was  i n f l ammat ion  o f  t he  panc reas .  0 f  cou rse ,  t h i s  deve loped  a  d iabe t i c

cond i t j on .  They  pu t  me  on  the  t rea tmen t ,  t he  d ie t  and  the  med jca t i on ,  bu t

t hey  d j dn ' t  pu t  me  on  t he  i nsu l i n .  I  have  f ound  t ha t  now  tha t  I 'm  ove r  t he

phys i ca l  pa in  ha rd  work  i s  t he  bes t  t h ing  fo r  me .  I  f ee l  i us t  f i ne .  Work ing

burns  up  the  sugar .  I  go t  ou t  t he re  and  bus ted  rocks  and  dug  fence  ho les .

In  the  summer  t ime ,  I  he lp  ha rves t  t he  c rops ,  c lean  the  co t ton .  And  I  wo rk

fo r  f ree .

1 1
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S: I  heard that  you turned down an of fer  to  go to  South Amer ica wi th  the Ar jd

Lands  Exped i t i on .

B :  I  d i d .  I  f e l t  t ha t  w i t h  t h j s  cond i t i on ,  i t  wou ld  be  adv ' i s i b l e  t o  s tay .  I

d i dn ' t  know  the  k i nd  o f  med i ca l  a t t en t i on  I  cou ld  ge t  i f  I  needed  i t .  I  had

o f fe rs  to  go  a lmos t  any  p lace  I  wan ted  to  w i th  the  founda t ion  i n te res ted

jn  t he  se lec ted  p l an t s ,  go ing  t o  t he  t r op i cs .  I f  t hey  had  sa id  A laska ,  I

might  have gone.

What ' s  wrong  w i th  the  t rop ics?

I t ' s  too  ho t .

I  thought  you wou ld  have go t ten  in te res ted  in  th is  water  conserva t ion  bus iness ;

you 've  done  so  much  o f  j t .

That ' s  so  1ong.  t rnJe 've  pushed i t .  The pres  jdent  has  asked congress  to  appro-

pr ia te  money to  s tudy  tha t - -car ry ing  water  f ronr  the  Miss iss ipp i  to  West  Texas .

We have a new Benedict  professor in the Soc' io logy department who seems to

know a lot  about that ;  he came down from Montana.

He,  undoubted ly ,  wou ld  be  in te res ted  in  tha t  coming f rom Montana.

l , lhy  don ' t  we tu rn  on  Dr .  Wal le r  and ask  h im a  few th ings? How d id  you ge t

your offer and how did you come to Texas l, ,Jestern?

t , . l e l l ,  I  was  teach ing  down  a t  t he  Un jve rs i t y  o f  Ok lahoma in  the  summer  o f

1931 .  I  had  hea rd  o f  t he  schoo l  bu t  I  had  neve r  been  to  Wes t  Texas .  I  go t

an  a j rma i l  l e t t e r  f rom my  f r i end ,  D r .  Eckhar t  a t  t he  Un ive rs i t y  o f  Co lo rado ,

te l l i ng  me  tha t  he  had  been  app roached  by  Dean  Les te rn  who  had  been  asked

by  John  G .  Ba r ry  a t  E l  Paso  to  f i nd  a  Ph .D .  t o  head  the  Soc ia l  Sc ience  Depar t -

men t .  D r .  Bened ic t  was  a  good  f r i end  o f  m ' i ne .  He  knew I  was  teach ing  a t

the  Un ive rs i t y  o f  Ok lahoma and  tha t  I  was  a  o lde r  pe rson ,  ( I  was  fo r t y - two

years  o ld  then )  and  th i s  m igh t  appea l  t o  me ,  t he  head  o f  t he  depar tmen t .  We l l ,
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I  sat  down and wrote John G.  Barry  about  how j t  had come to my at tent ion

and  gave  h im  my  exper ience ,  bu t  I  d idn ' t  hea r  f ro r , r  h im .  So ,  I  wen t  on  w i th

my  bus iness  the re .

One  day  I  was  up  i n  t he  A rch j ves  room and  i , J i nn ie  A l l en  was  the re  and

so r t  o f  sm i l ed  a t  me  and  sa id ,  " I  hea r  you ' r e  go ing  t o  t he  Co l l ege  o f  M ines

as  head  o f  t he  Soc io l ogy  Depa r tmen t . "  We l l ,  I  hadn ' t  sa i d  any th i ng  t o  anybody

bu t  my  w i f e .  So ,  I  dec jded  I  be t t e r  l ook  i n to  t h i s .  I  wen t  down  to  t a l k

to  Dr .  Bened ic t .  He  to ld  me  abou t  how the  schoo l  had  come in to  ex i s tence ,

t he  backg round ,  and  t he  poss ib i l i t j e s ,  and  how  i t  was  a  n i ce  p l ace  and  t he

schoo l  m igh t  g row;  they  m igh t  have  1200  o r  1300  peop le .  I  sa id  tha t  I  had

never  hea rd  o f  t h i s  f e l l ow ,  and  Dr .  Bened jc t  sa id  he  wou ld  be  down  in  the

nex t  f ew  days  and  I  cou ld  mee t  h im .  Su re  enough ,  he  d id .  I  happened  to  go

ove r  to  the  d rug  s to re  to  ge t  a  red  penc i l  t o  g rade  papers - - j t  was  r i gh t  a t

the  end  o f  t he  te rm.  I  saw Dr .  Bened jc t  d r j ve  up  and  he  pa rked  r i gh t  bes ide

me .  He  ca l l ed  me  ove r  and  j n t r oduced  me  to  Ba r r y  and  he  sa jd ,  " I ' l l  see

you tonnrrow at  B:00."  Anyway,  he hemmed and hawed around and asked me some

ques t i ons  abou t  Eng l i sh  H ' i s t o r y  and  a l l  he  eve r  sa ' i d  t o  me  was ,  "Tha t ' s  o . k .

w i t h  me , "  o r  some th ing  l i ke  t ha t .  I  s t a r t ed  d r j v i ng  home  and  qo t  t o  t h i nk i ng

abou t  i t - -he re  I  was  d jdn ' t  have  a  wr i t t en  word  to  show the  man ,  and  so  I

sen t  h im  a  te leg ram.  He  answered  w j th  a  pos ta l  t e leg ram and  to ld  me  j t  was

o . k .  And  t ha t ' s  how  I  go t  t o  E l  Paso .

How b ig  was  the  depar tmen t  t hen?

When  I  go t  he re ,  t he re  was  1 ,1 r .  Nu l l ,  M iss  Gregory  and  [ t 1 rs .  Qu ' i nn .  We had

History ,  Government  and Socio logy in  one depar tment .  I  remember a very un-

happy  expe r ience  I  had  w j th  f v l r .  Nu l l .  He  was  a  remarkab le  man ,  a  gen ' i us  i n

many  ways .  When  I  go t  he re ,  I  t r j ed  to  f j nd  somebody  i n  the  depar tmen t .

13
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I  had  neve r  seen  h im  o r  hea rd  o f  h im ,  bu t  I  t r i ed  to  f i nd  h im .  He  was  o f f

w ' i t h  Boyd  Boyce ,  t h i s  de rma to log i s t  t ype  k id ,  do  you  remember  h im?  When

he f ina l ly  got  there in  the af ternoon,  they had a meet ing.  I  remember that

they  had  the  mee t jng  ove r  i n  t he  basemen t  o f  Ke11y .  I  r an  i n to  Mr .  Nu l l

go ing  ove r  t o  the  mee t ing ;  he  had  neve r  been  to ld  abou t  me  be jng  se lec ted  as

head  o f  t he  depar tmen t .  I  t hough t  t ha t  i t  was  ve ry  s t range .  He  d idn ' t  know

un t i l  Ba r ry  announced  i t  i n  t ha t  mee t ing ,  when  he  announced  tha t  you  were

head  o f  t he  depar tmen t  and  I  was  head  o f  t he  co l l ege  and  so  on .  Wha t  was

tha t  o ld  man 's  name in  Languages?  He  ius t  s tayed  j n  one  yea r .

E l i as .  I  wasn ' t  head  o f  t he  depa r tmen t  t hen ,  Mr .  D rake  was .

Anyhow, he ment ' ioned about  the four  /new heads/  coming:  Knapp was one and

1 A
L't

W:

t,.J:

R i th  was  one .  Mr .  Nu l l  was  very  shocked .

He had hoped to be the headn had he?

We' l l ,  he  jus t  assumed he was;  he  was there

were  ge t t ing  a  head o f  the  depar tment .

D id  you ever  hear  tha t  he  and a  coup le  o f

Bar ry  and to ld  h im tha t  they  thought  tha t

hand le  the  s i tua t ion?

No,  bu t  I  wou ldn ' t  be  su rp r i sed .

I  th  j  nk  tha t  tha t  d t 'd  happen .

and  nobody  had  to ld  h im  tha t  t hey

the others had gone down to see

the present staf f  was adequate to

Mr .  Nu l l  was  a  ve ry ,  ve ry  remarkab le  man .  I  t o ld  h im  once  tha t  I  f e l t  ve ry

bad  abou t  i t ,  and  tha t  I  neve r  came ou t  he re  to  take  h i s  j ob  away  f rom h im,

tha t  I  had  neve r  hea rd  o f  h ' im .  I  d idn ' t  even  know tha t  t he  man  ex i s ted .  i

j us t  go t  t h j s  o f fe r  as  the  head  o f  t he  depar tmen t .  I t  was  i us t  rea11y  ,

embar rass ing .
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l , r le l l ,  you  became good f r iends  though,  d idn ' t  you?

[ , . le l l ,  no .  h le  never  d id .  We got  a ' lonq  together  f ine ,  bu t  Mr .  Nu l r l  was  hur t

to  the  bone .  He  jus t  cou ld  no t  fo rge t  a  th ing  l i ke  tha t .  He  was  so  d i f fe ren t ,

you  know? When h is  boy  d ied ,  why ,  h is  l i f e  ius t  ended  r igh t  the re .

He  d idn ' t  l i ve  too  long  a f te r  tha t ,  d id  he?

He got  s ick  and he  d idn ' t  want  to  ge t  we l l .  I  t r ied  to  te l l  h im /SboutZ  t f re

good he  was do ing  around here  /  and tha t  he /  was  ta lked  about  by  everyone.

I  to ld  h im tha t  the re  was  a  lo t  o f  th ings  tha t  he  cou ld  do  in  th i s  town.  H js

bro ther  was so  d i f fe ren t  than tha t .  D id  you meet  h is  b ro ther  when he  came

down to  Tom's  house? He 's  a  f ine  gent leman,  jus t  as  f r iend ' l y  and open as

he cou ld  be .  Jus t  a  f ine  person,  what  a  sharp  cont ras t  be tween two peop le l

l l jas th is man from Canada?

14 inneso ta ,  I  th ink .

I  th ink  tha t  Nu l l  wen t  to  McGi l l  Un ' i ve rs i t y ,  d idn ' t  he?

I  don ' t  know.  He went  to  Ch ' i cago.  He r , r las  one o f  Dodd 's  s tudents ,  and he

im i ta ted  Dodd in  h js  lec tu res  and  every th ing .  Bn i l l i an t .

He was deep ly  in te res ted  in  the  Arch jves  in  Judrez .

I  don ' t  remember  h im ever  ta lk ing  about  tha t .  He had to  be  made to  go  to

ge t  h is  Mas te r ' s  degree .  He  d idn ' t  wan t  to  go .

Somehow or  another ,  a t  tha t  t ime,  i t  wasn ' t  so  easy .  But ,  he  to ld  me what

was there ,  what  he  had gone th rough.  I t  was ,  o f  course ,  ex t remely ' in te res t ing

mate r ia l .
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I  t h jnk  they  moved  i t  down  to  To r re6n ,  d idn ' t  t hey?

No ,  I  don ' t  t h i nk  so ;  t hey  a l r eady  had  a  b i g  a r ch i ves  i n  To r re6n ,  wh i ch  has

now been  m ic ro f i lmed .

We11 ,  he  was  g i f t ed ,  r ea l l y  r emarkab le .W :
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I  d idn ' t  know much  abou t  i t  a t  tha t  t ime .  I  d id  v i s ' i t  t he  Mex ican 's  schoo l

in  Ys le ta  fo r  t ra in ing  Jesu ' i t  p r ies ts .  They  had a  vas t  amount  o f  mater ia l

s to red  there ,  r igh t  ou t  o f  Mdx ico .  I  went  down there  severa l  t imes.One o f

them was a  b io log is t  and he  l i ked  fo r  someone to  come down there  to  ta lk  to

h im.  He showed me a  bunch o f  th js  s tu f f ,  some books  w i th  wooden b jnd ' ings

t ied  w i th  cha ins .  He  sa jd  tha t  they  were  go ing  back  there .  I  d idn ' t  fo l l ow

up my v is i t s  and the  co l lege c losed down,  and I  quess  they  took  i t  back  to

M6x ico .  They  were  l im i ted  in  the  tex tbooks  they  cou ld  use ,  so  he  took

pages ou t  o f  magaz ines  l ' i ke  Nat iona l  Geogrp ,ph ic  and b io log ica l  journa ls  and

made these in to  tex tbooks .

He was try ing to be a modern teacher.

Too bad this was pre-xerox.

They  had a  course  in  i4e ta l lu rgy .

Was i t  a  good course?

They had the  equ ipment  fo r  i t .  I t  wasn ' t  advanced,  i t  was  the  fundamenta ls .

He sa id  tha t  tha t  was  par t  o f  the i r  t ra in ing .

I  guess  the  Jesu i ts  a re  jus t  about  the  bes t  educated  pr ies ts  anywhere .

Don ' t  they  have s ix teen years  o f  t ra jn ing  be fore  they  are  orda ' ined ?

So you had a smal l  department when you came here?

Coming  up  the  va ]1ey ,  I  was  look ing  fo r  the  co l ]ege ,  and  o f f  to  the  s ide  I

saw Loret to Academy and I  thought that  was the col lege. I  stopped at  a

f i l l i ng  s ta t ion  and asked them and they  sa id  tha t  they  had heard  o f  i t  bu t

they  hadn ' t  seen  i t .  I t  took  me some t ime to  f i nd  i t .  F ina l l y ,  someone

to ld  me i t  was  on  the  o ther  s ide  o f  town.

I  remember  my impress ion :  I  had jus t  come o f f  the  Un jvers j ty  o f  Ok lahoma

campus tha t  was  so  beaut i fu l  w i th  t rees  and f lowers ,  and here  a l l  I  saw was
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o l d  ceda rs  f i l l ed  w i t h  dus t .  When  I  wen t  i n t o  t he  bu i l d i ng ,  I  was  me t  w i t h

a  b l as t  o f  b l ack  powde r .  B las t ,  b l as t ,  b l as t i l l l  I t  seemed  l i ke  we  neve r

s ta r ted  a  semes te r  w i thou t  t ha t  Cap ta in  K idd  b las t i ng  w i th  b lack  powder .  He

a lways  go t  s ta r ted  too  l a te  i n  t he  summer  to  ge t  i t  done .  I f  he  wasn ' t

b las t i ng  w i th  b lack  powder ,  he  had  a  j ackhammer  eo ing .  I  f e l r t  l i ke  tu rn ing

a round  r j gh t  t hen ,  go ing  down  to  the  Wes te rn  Un jon  and  send ing  a  te leg ram

te l l i ng  i hem to  ho ld  eve ry th ing ,  I  was  coming  back .

Bu t  you  d i dn ' t .

Nope ,  and  I 'm  91ad .  I t ' s  been  a  wonde r fu l  expe r i ence .  I  t h i nk  g row jng  up

w i th  the  coun t r y  was  wonder fu l .

B:  One th ing  you fo rgo t  to  ment jon  a  wh i le  ago and I  th ink  we ought  to  ca l l

a t ten t ion  to  i s  tha t  the  f i rs t  year  I  was  there ,  they  au thor ized  a  degree.

Bar ry  was e lec ted  pres ident .  The c ' i t y  and county  pu t  about  $50,000 and they

authon ized and gran ted  a  degree.  Our  f i rs t  q raduat ing  c lass  o f  Ar ts  and

Sc iences  was  i f r  1932 .  I  remember  we  had  i t ' i n  the  h lomen 's  C lub  Bu i ld ' i ng

wi th  about  2 l  o r  22 .  One o f  the  qraduates  was l4 rs .  Branch Cra iqe .  She was

a  love ly  1ady .

S:  That  must  have had an  e f fec t  on  your  depar tment ,  too- -expand ing .  That  b rought

more  peop le  in .

They  had  a l l  t he  g radua t ions  i n  t he  Women 's  C lub  un t i l  we  go t  t he  gymnas ium.

ta le ' l l ,  t hey  had  some in  the  Sco t t i sh  R i te  Temp le .  t , ' l e  had  i t  a t  E l  Paso  H igh

Schoo l  one  t ime  when  E lk ins  was  the re .  We had  commencemen t  the re .  Governo r

Shivers came out  for  the commencement  address.

I  had  fo rgo t ten  tha t .

We had  no  p lace  to  ho ld  any th inq .  Schoo l  dances  were  he ld  i n  t he  l ' Jomen 's  C lub .
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I  be l ' ieve  ' i t  was  in  1936 they  he ld  commencement  there ,  because a f te r  tha t

we  s ta r ted  ho ld ing ' i t  i n  the  gym,  a f te r  i t  was  ready .

I  wasn ' t  there  because I  was  jn  Ch icago aga in ,  tha t  was  when I  go t  my degree

there  tha t  spr ing ,  summer  ra ther .

I t  was  in  the  spr ing  and they  had th is  p rocess ion .  Jus t  about  the  t ime,  I

unders tand ,  tha t  you  were  invo lved  in  th j s ,  I  th ink  i t  was  ra in ing .

I t  was  f lood ing .  Who was the  governor  who came out  and made the  address

for  us  one t jme when there  was commencement  jn  the  spr ing? Wasn ' t  j t  the

one tha t  Mrs .  Ferguson de fea ted ,  what  was h is  name? You wou ld  remember  h is

name i f  you would just  stop and think.  Anyway, he made the comrnencement

address  and i t  was  the  lamest  th ing ;  I  ever  heard .  I  th jnk  he  sa ' id  tha t  he

was g lad  to  be  here  and goodbye.  That  was ius t  about  h is  ta lko  what  i tas

h is  name?

W:  I  can ' t  r eca l l  i t .  I ' l l  a lways  remember  wha t  J im  Fe rguson  sa jd  abou t  h im

one t ime,  o f  course ,

some of h ' i  s  I  ands .

I t  sounds I  ike l ' ' loody.

Wel l  anyway, Ferguson

he  made  a  good  dea l  o f  money  by  l ucky  o i1  s t r i kes  on

th rough ignorance.  "  I

foo l ,  was  he?

sa id ,  "So  and  so ,  he  go t  r i ch  by  acc iden t  and  poo r

th ink  tha t ' s  p re t t y  good .  I  guess  he  was  nobody ' s

t l l e l l ,  we ' r e  ge t t j ng  p re t t y  c l ose  t o  t he  end  o f  ou r  t ape  and  i t ' s  abou t

12 :00  and  t h i s  i s  j us t  abou t  enough  f o r  one  sess ' i on .  Bu t  I  don ' t  t h i nk  t ha t

we  have  ha rd l y  b roken  the  i ce ,  do  you?  I  t h ink  tha t  we  ough t  t o  do  th i s

aga in  somet ime .  We ough t  t o  have  someth ' i ng  abou t  t he  commi t tee  work ,  because

we  a l l  wo rked  toge the r  so  much ;  and  the  facu l t y  mee t ings  when  we  used  to
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have  to  ge t  i n  and  l i s ten  to  John  G .  Ba r ry  fo r  hou rs  a t  a  t ime .  i  can

remember  l t l r .  D rake  s tomp i  ng  up  the  s ta i  r s ;  he 'd  say  ' damn '  on  eve ry  s tep .

"Damn l  Damn l "  I ' l l  t e11  you  one  t h i ng  abou t  John  Ba r r y  t ha t  I  r emember .

Frances was h is  secretary.

I  may  have  sa id  th i s  t o  you ,  bu t  I  r emember  when  I  had  come f rom 0k1ahoma,

they had impeached a governor  not  many years before,  and they jmpeached h im

because  he  had  a  woman  sec re ta ry  and  she  had  to  know you r  bus jness .  I t  made

you fee ' l  in fer ior  because you had to te l l  th is  woman what  you were doing

the re  to  see  the  gove rno r .  Mrs .  Ba r ry  d idn ' t  mean  tha t  exac t l y ,  bu t  i t  was

a ' lways  tha t  she  s tood  be tween  h jm  and  the  pub l  i c .  Now,  I  l i ke  Mrs .  Ba r ry ;

I  go t  a l ong  f i ne  i n  t he re ,  as  you  a l l  know .  I  l o ved  he r ,  bu t  i t  was  no t  a

good  s i t ua t j on .  She  had  a lways  been  h ' i s  con f i dan te  j n  t he  o f f i ce ,  bu t  up

the re  tha t  was  d i f f e ren t .  She  shou ld  have  been  F rances .

Ta lk  abou t  t ha t ,  and  wha t  abou t  t he  fou r -hundred  peop le  tha t  he  pu t  on  h i s

adv i so ry  commj t tee?  I  t h ink  tha t  was  the  o the r  m ' i s take ,  down town .  I  t h ink

tha t  he  had  fou r  hundred  adv i so rs  a f te r  he  had  appo in ted  tha t  commi t tee .

We l l ,  he  d i d  do  a  l o t  o f  good  f o r  t he  schoo ' l  t hough .  I  w j l l  have  t o  g i ve  h im

h i s  c red i t .

Wha t  he  wan ted  t o  do  o f  cou rse . . .

He  wan ted  to  ge t  t he  commun i t y  i nvo l ved .

No ,  wha t  I  was  go ing  to  say  was  tha t  he  was  ahead  o f  h i s  t ime .  They  were

no t  ready  fo r  h j s  a t tempts  a t  qua l i t y .  He  was  t r y ing  to  ra j se  the  l eve l  o f

t he  academ ' i c  wo rk  a t  t he  i ns t i t u t i on .  As  ' i t  i s ,  he  d i d  do  a  I  i t t l e  b i t  o f

6nay..
S:  Tha t ' s  r i gh t ,  bu t  he  on l y  had  t h i s  a th l e t ' i c  p rog ram.
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N o t e s  o n  t h e  i n t e r v i e w  o f  D r .  A n t o n  H .  B e r k m a n  a n d  D r .  J o h n  L .  w a l l e r
c o n t r i b u t e d  b y  L e o n  D e n n y  M o s e s ,  E n g l i s h  D e p a r t m e n t ,  l g 2 7 - 1 9 6 4

S e v e r a l  s t u d e n t s  w h o  a t t e n d e d  t h e  C o l l e g e  o f  M i n e s  b e t w e e n  1 9 2 7  a n d

1937 became doc tors .  Some graduated  here  and some d id  no f .  Of  course ,

t h e  f o l  l o w i n g  I  i s t  i s  n o t  c o m p l e t e .

D e l p h i n  v o n  F r i e s e n
H a s k e l  I  H a t f i e l d
Dav id  Camenon
B r u c e  c a m e r o n  ( B r o t h e r  o f  D a v i d ,  e x a c t l y  t e n  y e a r s  l a t e r )
J o h n  P e t i c o l a s
Joe Ga I  a fzan
P h i  I  i p  p r i e t o
M a r i o  P a  l a f o x
J . B .  R o b b i n s
R o y  D a v i s  ( M i g h t  b e  s l  i g h t l y  l a t e r  t h a n  1 9 3 7 )
J o h n  L .  O t t o  ( N o w  o n  t h e  f a c u l t y  o f  T e x a s  M e d i c a l  a t  G a l v e s t o n )
Lou is  Breck
B r a n c h  C r a i g e  ( S o n  o f  D r .  B r a n c h  C r a i g e ,  S r . )
E r n e s t  ( T i t o )  C r a i g e  ( B r o t h e r  o f  B r a n c h ,  a t t e n d e d  t w o  y e a r s )
G r a c e  B e a l e  ( w e n t  t o  c h i c a g o ,  h e l p e d  d e v e l o p  p e n i c i l l i n )
R i t a  D o n  ( L a t e r  t h a n  1 9 3 1 )
Mary  Scot t  (On second thoughf ,  maybe she d idnr t  become a  doc tor )

P r o f e s s o r  A l v i n  E .  N u l l ,  H i s t o r y  D e p a r t m e n t ,  w a s  a  n a t i v e  o f  l n d i a n a .

B . A .  I n d i a n a ;  M . A .  c h i c a g o .  D r .  w a l l e r  c o n f u s e d  h i m  w i t h  p r o f e s s o r

P e a r l  l l ' l h i t f f d l d  ( P e t e r )  D u r k e e ,  P h y s i c s  D e p a r t m e n t ,  a  c a n a d i a n  w i t h

d e g r e s s  f r o m  A c a d i a ,  M c G i l l ,  a n d  c o r n e l l .  H e  w a s  t h e  f i r s t  f a c u l t y

m e m b e r  t o  r e t i r e  u n d e r  f h e  R e t i r e m e n t  S y s t e m  Q 9 4 6 ) ,  L a t e r  t a u g h t

a t  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  M a r y l a n d  a n d  e l s e w h e r e .  D i e d  a b o u f  1 9 6 3 .  H i s  w i f e ,

A b b i e ,  t a u g h t  m u s i c  i n  t h e  c o l l e g e ,  1 9 2 - l - 1 9 3 3 .  ( s h e  t o l d  m e  t h a t

P e i e r ,  a  t u b e r c u l a r ,  c a m e  t o  E l  P a s o  a b o u t  1 9 l 5 ( ? )  o n  a  c o t  i n  t h e
h a n n a n a  n a r  )

I  b e l i e v e  w e  h e l d  a  c o u p l e  o f  c o m m e n c e m e n t s  i n  a  l a r g e  r o o m  o n  n o r t h -

w e s t  s i d e  o f  t h e  s e c o n d  f  l o o r  o f  O l d  M a i n ,  t h e r e  b e i n g  o n l y  a  d o z e n

g r a d u a t e s  a n d  s o m e  t h i r t y  f a c u l t y  m e m b e r s .  D e a n  K i d d  i n s i s t e d  o n
f d e m o c r a t i c  d r e s s r - - m e a n i n g  n o  c a p s  a n d  g o w n s .  I n  l 9 3 l  a n d  f o r

s e v e r a l  y e a r s ,  w e  h e l d  c o m m e n c e m e n t s  a t  t h e  w o m e n r s  c l u b ,  f h e n  a t

S c o t t i s h  R i t e  A u d i t o r i u m ,  t h e n  a t  o u r  n e w  t e n n i s  c o u r t s  w h e r e

S c i e n c e  B u i l d i n g  i s  n o w ,  t h e n  a t  K i d d  F i e l d .  o n  o n e  o c c a s i o n ,  i n

f h e  m i d d l e  t o  l a t e  r J 0 t s ,  o u r  c o m m e n c e m e n t  s p e a k e r  w a s  G o v e r n o r

R o s s  s t e r l i n g .  A s  D r .  w a l l e r  s a i d ,  t h e  s p e e c h  w a s  n o r  a  s u c c e s s .
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