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Cecilia Razovsky 
Secretary and 
Executive Director 

Jacob Billikopf 
Executive Director 

221 WEST 57th STREET 

NEW YORK CITY 

Mrs. I. B. Goodman 
905 Baltimore Street 
El Paso, Texas 

Dear Mrs. Goodman: 

April 12, 1938 

Re: Bruno Leiter 

I received your letter of April 3 with regard to this young 
man and with regard to the formation of your new Committee. 

I certainly hope your Commit tee will be willing to funct ion 
because I know the work is difficult and the cases so complicated! thtit 
lay, people get very contused and worried about how to handle them. I 
shall write you again in greater detail after Mrs. Goldman returns from 
her trip at which time we believe it will be advisable for us to write 
more f'u11y regarding our national policy on immigration questions as 
they affect your comnmity. 

With regard to this particular young man I take it for granted 
that he is Jewish, although you do not mention this fact. This is one of 
the cases which is alw~s baffling. Here is a young man who is stateless, 
who may not return to Germany, who may not remain in llexico, who may not 
enter the United States unless someone makes out affidavits and brings 
him in legally. Be may not work in Mexico and he may not remain there. 
Now, what can be done on such a case? 

If he were in Hew York or in a large city like Chicago or 
St. Louis, arrangements.would be made with a representative of some 
government of South America to try to get him a visa to Costa Rica 
or Columbia or Venezuela, and then the coJIDllUllity would pay the young 
man's transportation to the particular countr,r that gives him a visa. 
That means a very large expense, as you see, and I can well understand 
that your own community would not be willing to spend so ~oney on 
one ease. On the other hand, we do not feel that this is for the National 
Council of Jewish Women; and the National Coordinating Committee would sug
gest that such~ase be the responsibility of the local community where the 
young man .finds himself' at this time. It is therefore difficult for 11e 
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.llrs. I • B. Goodman -2 - April 12, 19.38 

to suggest just what you can do in your community for this young man. 
I wonder if it were not a good idea to take it up with Rabbi Cohen 
of Galveston . Be has considerable inf'luence with various organizations 
and be may be able to arrange for this young man to be shipped out of 
Mexico to some other country that will accept hill. I am sending a copy 
ot my letter to Rabbi Cohen, also a copy of your report, to sa¥e time, 
but I urge you to take it up with him to see what he has to suggest in 
this matter. 

Would it be possible to secure document No. 14 to legalize 
the young ma.n's entry into Mexico? How much does this document cost? 
.llrs. Zlabovsky is certa~ right in preventing the boy from entering 
the United States illegally. · 

I shall look up the case to see if there is a record in Wask -
....-&i..ngton when I am there this week. 

I would like to know if this young man is Jewish and if he bas 
&JV' papers whatsoever. 

CR: lb 

Sincerely yours, 

Cecilia Raaovsky, 
Executive Director 

• 
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' April 23, 1938. 

u: 1 ss c eeella Ra.-zovslcy >, -
221 West 57th Street, 
Jr eu York Ct~, N. Y • 

Dear l iss Razovskyt 
Ret Brqno Leiter 

.Tpieb 

Replying to yours of the 12ttklnst., to Hrs . I• »• 
_ Boodman, I wish to advise you of the diepoal t1on 

or the above ~se. 

When he came to Juarez, Mexico,- be· was hungry and 
in rage. 1'h~refore our first move was to f"eed and 
clothe blm. We 'the'1 gave him 25.00 (110 Pesos.) 

I' 

and advieed btm to reach Cb1htlaha as beet he could, 
since be could not t:rnv·e1 by train. He b.a.s,since 
leaving here. euceeded in getting into the ennonite 
Co-lonles in the South;ern part ot tho State • 

This boy baa no legal doctmenta, am hi&. only -hope . -
ls to secure the document known as lfo. -14 • • 'fhts . 

· d Qcument. can be secured in Jlexico tor a. lll1ll of' monetr 1 

about 800 Peeoa the equivalent o-f 1200.00. That was 
the sum or money I asked to·r to a.eats\ th1 s bo7 all4 
since I wae refused, followed the above course. 1'be 
af'1>Teoentioned ·document ts aomema.t on the orc'.l.er of ,our 
lee1J.11zatton la 1n the United Ste.tee~ 'Houever, •extco 

. dooa not -have · time 1101 t. ' · 

Re . \muld have no record 1n ·}aahtngtoil .because when be 
lamed 1n Ne\'7 O.rleana 1 t mi.a tUYler an assumed mme. You 
mentioned · 1ncyour letter t~ J!ra. Gtitxlma.n ~t auch a · 
case :le the reapone1b111 ti or:- the loCal. · col2Il0n1 ty. Vfbei-e 
the part(/ :f'lnds bimself. !hat· local eOl!lmlni ty tn thie -
case would bave ~beon Juarez,. exi-oGt and we have ·no one 
to D.-1)

1
. peal to in -our na1€hbo:r1na City. · It is there:f'ore 

ditf cult to know Juet where the aae 1ata.nce for euch- a. 
case can eome. tt is not ·a.n ·El Paao -Caue nor as yoa eta 
a Council case• Also it ta ·battllng. ~~ae we ea.mo~~ 
bandl.e eases or this k1nd. ~rough ·tbe .mi::1ca.n Itmniemtion 

I 
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!ias Cccell.a nuzovol~ , 
110 . 2 .. \ 

~ . 
' I 

nor -co.ti he lcgp.lly cntor the Un! tod '7.tatoo . 

The. document No . 14 to urioolly secured (in ca.~ca or 
this ·kind) through channelo we do not discuea~ but. 
wher.i< 1saued they are recognized an legal and enables 
the person to retrain 1n "ex1eo. However, he cannot 
oecure l!exican ci tizenah1p. 'l'he-re should be a sum 
Of money ava,ilable for tmch emeTgeneiea. 

I ' . 

If I r .ecet ve aiw ru'l't~er eonmnnt~ tion f'rom thl -s young · 
ma.n, will advise ·,.-ou. · · . . 

l'ru_oting tbls ls the infornntion desi~d, I am 

• t 

·. 

YZtLG 

Yott re veJ.y tl'Uly , 

'lire • . Frank Zlabovsley •· 
· Field Executive. 

c.c. Rabbi HerttJ' Cohen, 
· Galveston. · 

. ' 
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., 
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.. 
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April 23 1 1938 • . 

Rabbi Hen:--y Cohen. 
Galveston . 're..itE.s• 

Dear Ra.bbl Cohent -

Ret Bruno J&1 tg 
- ' 

Reply 1ng to 3ou r l.-etter addressed to Yrs. I. 13. 
Goodman• .I am enclosing herewith carbon copy ·or 
1 etter acnt to J iss Bazo~ tn reference .to . the 
above case. 

l \10Uld ve'l!y much appreciate your opinion ofl 
ca.aee of this ktm. e1nee we have quite a rew · · 
comng to our Border ct v and flnl 1 t ·so ditficul-t 
ttr handle. 

TbanJd.ng yoo 1 and vi ih Jdndeat pereone.l regards 
to both · Rn. Cohen and yourself'• I am 

I 
F'Zfl..CJ 
(ENC) 

) 

Respectfully 7oura. 
r 

\ 

Bra. :rm~ Zlabovstw. 

'. ...._ 
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RABBI: DR. HENRY COHEN 
1920 BROADWAY 

OFFICE: 

HENRY COHEN COMMUNITY HOUSE 
22ND AT AVENUE I 

April 26, 1938. 

Mrs. Frank Zlabovsky, 
1016 01ive St., 
El Paso, Tex. 

Dear Mrs. Zlabovsky: 

I have yours re Bruno Leiter and I note 
that he succeeded in getting into the ~ennonite 
Colonies in the southern part of the state. 
I am under the impression that he will liv~. 
there safely for a while, at least. · 

I 
With every good wish, I am 

Yours faithfu~ly, 
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165 WEST 46th STREET 

NEW YORK CITY 

April 27, 1938 

llrs. Frank Zlabovsky 
Bational Council of Jewish Wol1l811 
1016 Olive Street 
El Paso, Texas 

Dear Mrs. Zlabovsk;y: 

Re:-Bruno Leiter 

'l'hank you for your tull report cm Bruno Leiter. lfhile I sympathize 
most heartily with your efforts to try to legalize this man's residence 1 

I think it is probably inadvisable for an Allerican committee to try 
to help people legalize their residence in another country by the use 
or :f'mlds;unless this work is done by 8' llexican c!:i~1our American 
group is likely to be severely criticised. 

I am glad that Mr. Leiter is taken care or at least for the time being. 
I 

Again thanking you, I am 

CR:BH 

Cecilia Razovsk;y 
Exe.cutive Director 
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