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ldoodrow trl. Bean
Augus t  9 ,  1968
In terv iewed by  ! , l i lma C leve land

B:  My  ear l i es t  reco l lec t ions  o f  E l  Paso  s ta r t  a t  abou t  the  age  o f  f i ve .  A t

the  t ime I  l i ved  on  a  ranch ou ts ide  o f  E l  Paso and I  remember  the  t r ips

I  used to  make ' in to  E l  Paso w i th  my mother  f rom Esperanza,  Texas ,  wh jch

was then in El  Paso County.  I  remember that  the streets weren' t  in very

good  shape  and  the  mos t  impor tan t  bu i ld ing  was  the  Mi l l s  Bu i ld ing .

Basse t tTowerswas  no t  here .  The  S ta te  Na t iona l  Bank  Bu i ld ing  was  here ,

o f  course ,  and as  I  reca l l  so  was the  E l  Paso Nat jona l  Bank  and the  o ld

cour thouse,  wh ich  was rep laced in  the  ear ly  par t  o f  1960.  I  v iv id ly  reca l l

tha t  there  were  a  lo t  o f  horses  on  the  s t ree ts .  Th is  was around 1923 and

'24. Strange as i t  may seem, E1 Paso was not a very modern town in those

days .

However ,  a f te r  go ing  o f f  to  schoo l  and graduat ing  f rom the  un ivers i fy ,

my bes t  memor ies  beg in .  I t  was  jn  1940 when I  made the  race  fo r  the  s ta te

leg is la tu re .  I  ran  aga ins t  E l l i s  0 .  May f ie ld  and  Marv ' in  E .  t l l h j t t j ng ton .

I  was 22 years old at  the t ime and both of  my opponents were young fel lows,

too .  I  won tha t  race  fo r  the  s ta te  leg is la tu re  jn  1940 a f te r  a  run-o f f

w i th  E l l i s  0 .  May f ie ld .  I  rea l l y  became in te res ted  in  the  deve lopment

o f  the  communi ty  as  a  member  o f  the  s ta te  leg is la tu re .  I  was  appo in ted

on the  appropr ia t ions  commj t tee  and was made cha i rman o f  the  sub-comm' i t tee

on h jgher  educat ion .  That  pu t  me in  very  c lose  contac t  w i th  Dr .  Doss ie

Wigg ins ,  who  was  p res iden t  o f  Texas  Co l lege  o f  M ines  a t  the  t ime.  In  1940 '

wh ich  was jus t  p r io r  to  the  war ,  we were  unab le  to  do  any th ing  in  the

leg is la tu re  dur ing  tha t  1941  sess ion  as  fa r  as  fac i l i t i es  fo r  bu i ld ' i ng  fo r
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the  co l lege .  As  I  reca l1 ,  we  d id  ge t  the  appropr ia t ions  fo r  an  aud i to r ium,

but  the  war  came a long about  tha t  t ime and a l l  the  cons t ruc t ion  was cu t

down.  Dr .  Wigg ins  was a  very  energet ic  man who was very  in te res ted  in

bu i ld ' ing  up  the  schoo l  and had a  wonder fu l  rappor t  w i th  the  leg is ' la tu re .

I  th ink  tha t  Dr .  Wigg ins  wou ld  have  been  a  ve ry  good  po l j t i c ian  i f  he

had  chosen  tha t  l i ne  ins tead  o f  educa t ion .

In  i941,  E l  Paso cons t ruc t ion  jus t  about  came to  a  ha l t  and a t  the

same t ime, the war broke out.  t  jo jned the f t lar ine Corps and was gone for

some four  years .  I  re tu rned here ' in  1946 a f te r  serv ing  in  the  Mar ine

Corps  in  the  south  Pac i f i c  and a f te r  hav ing  done some n ine  months  o f

occupat ' ion  du ty  on  Japan.  I  went  in  the  Mar ine  Corps  as  a  p r iva te  and

when I  was  p laced on  jnac t ive  du ty  in  1946,  I  was  a  capta in .  However ,

wh i le  I  was  s t i l l  i n  Japan  in  1946 ,  I  dec la red  myse l f  a  cand ida te  fo r  the

s ta te  leg is la tu re  aga in .  Before  I  go t  home f rom Japan,  the  peop le  had

e lec ted  me to  the  s ta te  leg is la tu re  over  two o ther  opponents .  I  guess  the

reason tha t  I  d id  so  we l l  was  tha t  I  wasn l t  here  to  mess  th jngs  up .

Tn 1947,  I  was  aga in  on  the  appropr ia t ions  commi t tee .  A t  tha t

t ime we s ta r ted  a  rea l  deve lopment  o f  the  un ivers i ty .  We got  a  good

dea l  o f  funds ,  no t  on ' l y  fo r  ex t racur r icu la r  ac t i v i t ' i es  bu t  a lso  fo r  a

bu i ld ing  fund,  wh ich  had cont r ibu ted  a  g rea t  dea l  to  the  growth  o f  the

co l leqe .  A t  the  same t ime,  the re  was  a  g rea tsp lu rge in  bu i ld ing  here  in

E l  Paso.  I  we l l  remember  in  nor theas t  E l  Paso,  where  we used to  go  and

hun t  jack rabb j t s ,  tha t  i n  a  per iod  o f  th ree ,  fou r ,  o r  f i ve  years  tha t  a l l

that  area going out by the Alamogordo hiohway on Dyer mushroomed into homes;

and p laces  where  we had hunted  jackrabb i ts  jus t  f i ve  years  be fore  tha t
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comple te ly  took  on  te r r i f i c  deve lopment .  I t  was  th ' i s  t ime,  7947,  tha t

the  exper jment  s ta t ion  loca ted  in  the  lower  va11ey came about .  I t  i s

now a  branch o f  Texas  A&M Un ' ivers i ty .  When I  had jus t  s ta r ted  work ing

on th js ,  the  county  donated  some 200 odd acres  there  fo r  an  exper imenta l

fa rm,  wh ich  was tu rned over  to  the  co l leqe.  S ince  tha t  t ime a  grea t

exper iments have been made that have a' ided the farmers in the development

o f  ca t t l  e .

I  th ink  tha t  1947 was a  rea l  banner  year  fo r  E1 Paso.  There  was

a  lo t  o f  deve lopment  in  the  houses  and  modern iz ing  the  va r jous  indus t r ies ,

espec ia l l y  the  re f iner ies ,  tha t  had been hampered by  the  war  e f fo r t .  I

was  mos t  ac t i ve  in  the  s ta te ' l eg is la tu re  in  7947  and  1948 .  I  l e f t  ou t

someth ing  f rom 1941.  That  year  I  was  the  au thor  o f  the  B ig  Bend Nat iona l

Park  b i l l ,  wh ich  made poss ib le  i t ' s  c rea t ion .  I  th rew tha t  in  because

B ig  Bend  j s  c lose ly  ak jn  to  E l  Paso ,  because  a l l  the  tou r " i s ts  tha t  go  to

B ig  Bend as  a  ru le  come on to  E l  Paso.  Through my e f fo r ts  and the

ef fo r ts  o f  Senator  H.L .  I , l l i nd f je ld  o f  For t  S tock ton  we made poss ib le  an

appropr ia t ion  fo r  one mi l l jon  do l la rs  so  we cou ld  comple te  the  purchase

of  the  o ther  park  a rea .  S ince  then many peop le  have v is i ted  the  park  and

I  imag ine  tha t  in  f i f teen  or  twenty  more  years  we w i l l  see  the  park  as

one o f  the  most  popu lar  a reas  o f  recrea t ion  tha t  the  en t i re  Un i ted  Sta tes

has .

At the end of  the 1947 sess' ion,  af ter  what I  thouqht was a very

success fu l  year  in  the  leg is la tu re ,  Judge  R.E .  Thomason res igned  f ron  the

Uni ted  Sta tes  Congress  to  accept  a  federa l  iudgesh ip  appo in tment .  I

immediate ' ly  announced for Congress and af ter  a very hard fought batt le
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wi th  Ken  Reagan  o f  M id land ,  I  wen t  down  in  de fea t  by  150  vo tes .  A t  t ha t

t imeo  the  congress iona l  d i s t r i c t  ex tended  f rom E l  Paso  a l l  t he  way  to

t ' l i d l and ,  Texas  and ,  o f  cou rse ,  I  was  the  E l  Paso  cand ida te  and  Mr .  Reagan

was  the  M id land  cand ida te .  A l though ,  I  go t  72  pe rcen t  o f  t he  vo te  f rom

the  peop le  o f  E l  Paso  Coun ty ,  I  d idn ' t  ca r r y  a  ve ry  b ig  pe rcen tage  i n  the

lower  pa r t  o f  t he  d j s t r j c t  and  was  de fea ted .  Tha t  was  my  f i r s t  po l i t i ca l

de fea t  i n  L947 ,  by  150  vo tes .  Aga jn ,  i n  1948 ,  I  made  the  race  fo r  Congress

and  was  sound ly  th rashed  by  the  i ncumben t ,  Mr .  Reagan .

In  1948  and  1949 ,  I  engaged  jn  ranch ing  and  fa rm ' i ng  and  i n  1949  I  was

aga in  e lec ted  to  the  s ta te  l eg ' i s l a tu re  a f te r  t he  res igna t i on  o f  Mr .  B i l l

Jameson ,  who  was  a  l j f e t ime  res iden t  o f  E l  Paso .  Mr .  Jameson  res igned

and  I  was  e lec ted  w i thou t  an  opponen t  i n  7949 .  I n  1950 ,  I  se rved  i n  the

spec ia l  sess ion  o f  t he  l eg i s l a tu re  and ,1o  and  beho ld ,  on  t he  30 th  o f  Ju l y

1950 ,  I  was  ca l l ed  back  i n to  the  Mar ine  Corps  fo r  ac t i ve  du ty  fo r  se rv i ce

du r ing  the  Korean  War .  P r io r  t o  1950 ,  be fo re  be ing  reca l l ed ,  I  had  made

a race for  county judge and was defeated by Judge Vic tor  B.  Gi lber t  by

700  o r  800  vo tes .  So  I  had  been  th rough  th ree  po f i t i ca l  de fea ts  and  i t

l ooked  l i ke  I  was  washed  up  po1 i t i ca l 1y .  Howeve r ,  a f t e r  hav ing  been

ca l l ed  back  i n to  the  Mar ine  Corps  i n  1950 ,  I  se rved  w i th  the  Mar jnes

dur ing  the  Korean  Con f l i c t  un t i l  abou t  1951  and  re tu rned  he re  i n  1951 .  I n

1953 ,  a f t e r  open ing  my  l aw  o f f j ce  i n  E l  Paso ,  I  r an  f o r  t he  s ta te ' l eg i s l a tu re

and  was  aga in  de fea ted .  So ,  i t  i l ooked  | ' i ke  I  was  rea l l y  t h rough  w i th

po l i t i cs  and  wou ld  be  a  p rac t i c i ng  a t to rney  he re ,  wh ich  I  was  en ioy ing

ve ry  much  and  was  ve ry  success fu l .

I n  1954 ,  I  o f f e red  myse l f  f o r  coun ty  dennc ra t i c  cha j rman  and  was
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e lec ted ,  and I  was  e lec ted  aga in  1956 to  the  same o f f i ce .  In  1956,  I  was

a de legate  to  the  Nat ' iona l  Democra t ' i c  Convent ion  in  Ch icago and tha t

convent ion  nominated  Ad la i  S tevenson and Es tes  Kefauver  fo r  p res ' iden t  and

v ice  pres ident .  Our  Texas  de ' legat ion  had suppor ted  John F .  Kennedy fo r

v ice  pres ident  and he  was bare ly  de fea ted .  As  a  resu l t  o f  our  s t rong

suppor t ,  I  met  the  then Senator  John Kennedy and h is  a ide ,  Theodore

Sorenson ,  and  ou t  o f  th i s  a  deep  f r iendsh ip  deve loped .  In  0c tober ,  1956 ,

we invi ted Senator Kennedy to come to El  Paso and be our guest at  a big

denocrat ic ra1ly.  Senator Lyndon B. Johnson was here plus Senator Chdvez

and Senator  Anderson o f  New Mex jco .  And o f  course ,  Ted Sorenson,  who

later wrote that  wonderful  book on Kennedy, was here.  l , . le had a wonderful

po l i t i ca l  denpcra t jc  ga ther ing  here  and I  reca l l  tha t  Senator  Kennedy sa id

tha t  i t  was  the  f i rs t  t ime he  had spoken pub i lc ' l y  in  Texas .  I  m igh t  add

I am the only man in El  Paso that ever escorted Kennedy and Sorenson on

a rea l  tour  o f  Judrez .  A f te r  the  meet ing  tha t  n iqh t ,  I  mean,  we went

everywhere and we had a real  good t ime.

Af te r  serv ing  two te rms as  county  democra t ic  cha j rman,  I  announced fo r

county judge jn 1958. Dur ing my four years as county chairman we waged

ter r i f i c  f igh ts  be tween the  conserva t ive  par ty ,  o r ig ina l l y  headed by

J im Hu lse ,  and  myse l f  on  the  l i be ra ls ,  a ided  by  now Federa l  Judge  Ernes t

Gu jnn .  I ' l l  never  fo rge t  tha t  we had one county  convent jon  a t  the  o ld

cour thouse in  the  41s t  d ' i s t r i c t  cour t room wh ich  erup ted  jn to  a  f ree- fo r -a l l ,

w i th  Mary  Gu jnn ,  the  w i fe  o f  Judge Gu jnn ,  tak ing  a  no tary  sea l  and

chas jng  J ' im  Hu lse ,  who  was  the  mos t  d iqn i f i ed ' lawyer  in  town and  the

b igges t  corpora t ion  lawyer  in  town,  under  the  counc i l  tab le .  Natura l l y
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dur ing  those four  years  we had te r r i f i c  f igh ts  w i th  the  conserva t ive

e lement  here  in  E l  Paso.  As  a  member  o f  the  l ibera l  w ing  o f  the  democra t ic

par ty ,  those were  rea l ' l y  exc i t ing  years ,  fo r  the  vo tes  in  the  convent ion

were  so  very ,  very  c lose  tha t  i t  ra ised  the  b lood pressure .

Be ' ing  e lec ted  judge  in  1958 ,  I  took  o f f i ce  in  1959 .  I  be l ieve  tha t

in  th is  per iod  o f  t " ime f rom the  county 's  s tandpo in t ,  we showed grea t  ga ins .

F i rs t  o f  a l l ,  a  bond issue I  sponsored was passed wh ich  made poss ' ib ' le

the  bu i ld ' ing  o f  the  Sun Bowl  a t  the  Un ivers i ty  o f  Texas  a t  E l  Paso.  I

am very proud that my name is on the plaque up there.  Those of  you who

come forty or f i f ty  years f rom now see to ' i t  that  my name stays there.

I  be l ieve  the  mos t  impor tan t  con t r ibu t ion  as  fa r  as  the  bu i ld ing  and

const ruc t ion  o f  E l  Paso,  mater ia l l y ,  was  my pro jec t  wh jch  concerned the

bu i ld ing  o f  Thomason Genera l  Hosp i ta l .  We had  a  te r r i f i c  f i gh t  over  the

loca t ion  o f  the  hosp i ta ' | .  F i rs t  o f  a l l ,  I  had  p roposed  the  hosp i ta l  and

the  doc tors  wanted  to  move the  hosp i ta l  to  a  loca t jon  wh jch  wou ld  be  more

conven ien t  to  them,  near  Prov idence Hosp i ta l  o r  Hote l  D ieu .  However ,

Howard  M.  Po11ey,  who was the  ed i to r  o f  the  Hera ld -Pos t  and I  be l ieve  the

grea tes t  ed i to r  tha t  th i s  town w i l l  ever  see ,  s ided  w i th  me on  leav ing  the

hosp i ta l  where  i t  was  because the  poor  peop le  tha t  used i t  l i ved  in  tha t

area .  A f te r  a  showdown meet ing  w i th  the  Med ica l  Assoc ia t ion ,  who I  never

go t  a long  w i th ,  never  d id  and  p robab ly  never  w i11 ,  I  to ld  them tha t  the

hosp i ta l  was  go ing  to  bu i l t  there  or  there  wasn ' t  go ing  to  be  any  hosp i ta l

bu i l t .  The  Med jca l  Assoc ja t ion  caved  in  and  we p roceeded  in  bu i ' l d ing  th i s

beau t j fu l  $9 ,000 ,000  hosp i ta l ,  wh ich  I  don ' t  be l ieve  has  an  equa l  as  a

genera l  hosp i ta l  i n  the  who le  Un i ted  S ta tes .  I  know i t  d idn ' t  when  i t
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was constructed.  The hospi ta l  was named for  my good f r iend Ewing

Thomason ,  who  a t  t ha t  t ime  was  s i t t i ng  on  t he  bench .  I ' l l  neve r  f o rge t

when  I  t o ld  h im  tha t  t he  Commiss ione r ' s  cou r t  was  go ing  to  name the

hosp i t a l  a f t e r  h im ,  t ha t  he  sa id ,  "WhV don ' t  you  wa i t  un t i l  I 'm  dead ,

because  I  m igh t  do  some th ing  t ha t  m igh t  embar rass  you  l a te r  on . "  We l l ,

Thomason  was  i n  h i s  seven t i es  a t  t he  t jme  and  s i t t i ng  as  a  fede ra l

j udge .  We ove r rode  h i s  f ee l i ngs  on  the  ma t te r  and  the  hosp i ta l  was

named  R .E"  Thomason  Genera l  Hosp i ta l .  As  fa r  as  I  am pe rsona l ' l y  conce rned ,

th i s  i s  one  o f  t he  g rea tes t  ach ievemen ts  th i s  co rnmun i t y  has  eve r  done .  I f

you  cou ld  have  on l y  seen  t he  o l d  hosp i t a ' I ,  i t  sme l l ed  l i ke  a  bu t che r

house .  The  doc to r s  d j dn ' t  l i ke  t o  go  t he re ,  peop le  d i dn ' t  l j ke  t o  wo rk

the re ,  and  to  th ink  we  had  a l l owed  a  bu tche r  shop  to  ope ra te  l i ke  tha t

un t ' i l  1959  s imp l y  because  t he  med j ca l  p ro fess ion  d i dn ' t  ca re  enough  t o

b r i ng  pub ' l i c  p ressu re  on  t he  peop ' l e  t o  bu i l d  t he  hosp i t a l .  I  t h i nk  t ha t

hosp i ta l  i s  one  o f  t he  g rea tes t  accompf i shmen ts  o f  my  admin i s t ra t i on  as

coun ty  j udge .

Ano the r  p ro iec t  t ha t  was  my  b ra in  ch i l d  and  con t r j bu ted  g rea t l y  t o

E l  Paso  was  the  open ing  o f  t he  C6rdova  B r idge .  I  t ook  o f f i ce  i n  1959 .

Then  the re  were  two  b r i dges ,  one  l o ing  sou th  and  one  go ing  no r th - - the

Stanton Street  Br idge and the El  Paso Street  Br idge.  They were both owned

by  an  ou t f i t  ou t  o f  Ch jcago  tha t  was  a  re l i c  o f  t he  o ld  S tone  and  l , r l ebs te r

days .  The  on l y  th ing  tha t  t hey  were ' i n te res ted  j n  was  tha t  you  pa id  you r

two cents i f  you went  over  on foot  and 15 cents j f  you went  by car ,  and

they  you r  t h ree  cen ts  coming  back .  I  immed ia te l y  i ns t ' i ga ted  a  move  to

open  up  the  Cdrdova  B r idge ,  t he  Cdrdova  i s l and  to  a  road .  Be fo re  the
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c i t i zens  o f  Jud rez  had  bu i l t  a  b r i dge  ove r  t he  r i ve r  l ead ing  on  t o  t he

C6rdova  I s land ,  wh jch  then  was  p rope r t y  o f  t he  Mex icans ,  and  a l l  we  had

to  do  was  tea r  down  the  fence  and  bu i l d  f ac i l i t i es  the re  to  make  poss ib le

ano the r  t ho rough fa re  i n to  Jud rez .  The re  wasn ' t  a  t h ing  a t  t ha t  t ime  on

the  o the r  s jde  o f  t he  r i ve r ,  no t  t he  P rona f ,  no t  any th ing  was  the re .  I t

was  comp le te l y  ba r ren  l and .  Modes t l y  o r  immodes t l y ,  wha teve r  t he  case

may  be ,  I  c l a im  c red i t  f o r  deve lop ing  tha t  pa r t  o f  Jud rez  i n to  the  beau-

t i f u l  a rea  tha t  i t  i s  t oday .  And  i f  you  don ' t  t h jnk  I  had  p rob lems

open ing  tha t  Cdrdova  B r idge - - j t  was  rea l l y  ho r r i b l re .  A l l  t he  down town

bus iness  peop le  wan ted  a l l  t ha t  t ra f f i c  t o  come s t ra igh t  t o  t he ' i r  doo rs .

They  d idn ' t  have  the  fo res igh t  t o  see  tha t  open ing  up  tha t  b r i dge  wou ld

open  up  o the r  a reas  o f  t own ,  l i ke  Basse t t  Cen te r  and  Nor thga te .  The

who le  p rog ram on  j t  was  the  ves ted  i n te res ts  o f  t he  t rac t i on  company

tha t  d id  no t  wan t  t ha t  b r i dge  opened  because  j t  wou ld  d i ve r t  t ha t  t ra f f i c .

And  how jn  the  wor ld  they  cou ld  have  hand led  tha t  t ra f f i c  w j thou t  open ing

tha t  C6rdova  B r idqe  to  Jud rez ,  I ' l l  neve r  unders tand .

I , {e  opened  th i s  b r i dge  on  the  27 th  day  o f  Augus t ,  1959 .  We had

Sena to r  Lyndon  B .  Johnson  he re  to  make  the  speech  fo r  t he  Un i ted  S ta tes

government .  There were 30,000 people there for  the dedicat ' ion of  the

f i r s t  C5 rdova  B r idge .  I t  was  a  ga la  occas jon .  The  ambassador  f rom

Mex ico  and  the  ambassador  to  Mex" i co ,  Mr .  H i l l  f r om New Hampsh i re ,  was  he re .

We had the governors f rom al l  the Mexico s tates.  I  wel l  remember Sef lor

Borunda,  who was the governor  of  Chihuahua.  He and I  became very good

f r i ends .  I t  seemed  l i ke  eve ryone  was  t r y ing  to  s top  the  open ing  o f  t he

b r idge .  Mayor  Ram6n  Te l l es  was  he re  a t  t he  t ' ime .  He  was  no t ' i n  f avo r  o f
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the  open ing  o f  the  br idge.  The mayor  o f  Judrez  was there .  But  rea l l y ,

no  one w i l l  ever  know the  odds  aga ins t  open ing  tha t  b r idge.  They  ca l led

me f rom Mdx ico  C i ty  and to ld  me tha t  the  br idge cou ldn ' t  be  opened,  a f te r

I  had a l ready  spent  $125,000 o f  the  county 's  money on  the  br idge.  Wel l ,

I  was  so  downhear ted  about  i t .  There  was no th ing  I  cou ' ld  do  about  i t

except  make a  ska t ing  r ink  ou t  o f  i t .  I  took  o f f  fo r  Ca l i fo rn ia  fo r  a

vacat ion .  In  Ju1y ,  I  go t  a  ca l , l  f rom Senator  Johnson 's  o f f i ce  say ing

tha t  the  Mex ican s ide  wou ld  be  ready  to  open on  the  27 th  o f  August .  That

was on Lyndon Johnson's bir thday, and my bir thday was on the 28th of

August ,  and we had a  jo in t  ce lebra t ion  on  the  27 th .

Another  b ig  accomp' l i shment  dur ing  my admin ' i s t ra t ion  wh ich  I  am very

proud o f  was  the  cons t ruc t ion  o f  the  Trans-mounta jn  Road.  I  appropr ia ted

$65,000 o f  the  county 's  money fo r  a  survey .  The peop le  thought  I  was  ou t

of  my mind. However,  when the survey had been completed, we took i t  to

Aust in to the State Highway Department.  The proposal  came back that we

not  on ly  pu t  a  road f rom the  Canut i l lo  road over  the  mounta in  to  Dyer  bu t

they  suggested  tha t  we cont inue j t  over  to  the  For t  B l ' i ss  reserva t ion

past Montana Street over to the Car lsbad highway. The Hjghway Department

said that  th js was the deepest cut  they had ever made. I t  was 150 feet

r igh t  f rom the  top  o f  the  mounta jn .  I  have to  admi t  tha t  I  am very

proud  o f  be ing  a  par t  o f  a l l  these  th ings :  the  Sun  Bowl ,  the  hosp i ta l ,

the  Cdrdova Br idge,  e tc .

I  have re t i red  f rom ac t ive  po l i t j cs  in  7962 when I  ran  unsuccess fu l l y

for Congressman-at- large. I  ran al l  over Texas. There were seven opponents.

In  the  p r imary ,  I  l ed  by  1 i9 ,000  vo tes .  Bu t  in  the  e lec t ions ,  Joe  Poo le
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of  Da l las  beat  me by  about  69 ,000 vo tes .  So look ing  back  over  my po f i t i ca l

career f rom 1942 to 1968, i t  was very rewarding and there are mater ia l

ev idences  o f  my be ing  in  o f f i ce .  I  th ink  I  have made a  cont r ibu t ion  to

the  deve lopment  o f  E l  Paso and the  l ibera l  democra ts .  Back  when a l l  th is

started, I  was so l jberal  that  everyone thought I  was a member of  the

Communis t  Par ty .  That  l vas  a  bunch o f  hogwash.  I t  was  very  popu lar  in

those days  to  be l ieve  tha t  anyone who was l ibera l  o r  be l ' ieved in  labor

un ions  was Communis t .  i  know tha t  I  los t  some e lec t ions  over  th is  bu t

i t  was  wor th  i t  to  me.  I  th ink  tha t  over  a  per iod  o f  t ime I  w i , l l  be

found r igh t .  I  am very  p roud tha t  I  was  a  I  ibera l  and tha t  I  vo ted  as

a  I  i be ra l  ' i n  every  po l  i t i ca l  o f f  i ce  I ' ve  he ld .  I  fee l  tha t  i t  has

cont r ibu ted  grea t ly  to  th is  commun ' i t y  and to  the  less  fo r tunate  peop le .

There  i s  s t i l l  a  lo t  o f  work  le f t  fo r  those  who come la te r  in  l j f e ,  to

he lp  those who are  less  fo r tunate  than we are .

Fo l low ing  my re t i rement  f rom ac t ' i ve  po l i t i cs ,  I  began to  p rac t ice

law here.  El  Paso has been very good to me and I  look forward to a great

dea l  o f  g rowth  ' in  the  fu tu re .  :There  ' i s  one th ing  I  wou ld  I  r ' ke  to  ment ion

and tha t  i s  the  democra t jc  meet ' ing  we had here  jn  E l  Paso th is  summer  o f

1968.  I t  was  a  county  democra t ic  convent ion  and I  ac ted  as  f loor  leader

fo r  Judge Co lber t  Co ldwe l l .  The l ibera ls  sound ly  th rashed the  conserva t ives

and  J im Hu lse ,  my  o ld  po l j t i ca l  enemy,  d id  me a  g rea t  se rv ice  by  ge t t ing

up and walk ' ing out.  h le then went to the state convent ' ion.  The l iberal

g roup went  wh ich  was headed by  myse l f  and Judge Co ldwe l l  and we were

seated and the de'l egates were c hosen as fol I ows : Mal col m l4cGregor ,

Joe  Yarborough,  as  de legates .  George McAlmon,  Co lber t  Co ldwe l ' l  and  Tony

Pet ry  were  se lec ted  as  a l te rna te  de legates .  I  m igh t  add a t  th is  t ime tha t
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t he  McCar thy  peop le  p layed  a  b ig  hand  i n  ou r  v i c to ry  i n  t he  coun ty  conven t ion

and Tony Petry  was chosen a delegate a l ternate so that  the McCarthy people

would be represented.  I  was g ' iven a great  honor ,  as I  was e lected

p res iden t i a l  e lec to r  f o r  t he  democra t i c  pa r t y .  So ,  come e lec t i ons ,

December  16 ,  1967 ,  I  w i , l l  be  a  member  o f  t he  e lec to r i a l  co l l ege  i f  t he

democra t i c  pa r t y  ge ts  a  p lu ra l i t y  o f  t he  vo te  he re  j n  Texas .  So  you  m igh t

say  tha t  I  have  made  a  re -en t r y  i n to  po l i t i cs  by  be ing  a  p res iden t i a l

e ' l ec to r  and  be ing  one  o f  t he  25  peop le  who  w i l l  cas t  t he  vo te  fo r  t he

democ ra t i c  cand ' i da te  j f  he  i s  success fu l  i n  ge t t i ng  a  p l u ra l i t y  i n  t he

e lec t i on  i n  November .
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