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Iv l rs.  Del  Barton ,  The Westerners ,  El  Paso Corral  ,  June 6,  1969.

B:  There  i s  one  sub jec t  I  t h ink  tha t  I  am an  au tho r i t y  on  and  tha t  i s  be ing

an  Ind ian .  l n lhen  I  was  f i ve  yea rs  o ld  my  g rea t ,  g rea t  g rand fa the r  dec ided

tha t  I  mus t  l ea rn  the  why  and  how the  wh i te  man  though t .  He  sen t  me

away  Eo  be  ra j sed  by  wh i te  peop le  to  be  educa ted  and  ra j sed  as  a  wh i te

ch i l d .  When  I  was  18  I  me t  my  q rand fa the r ,  and  I  am so r ry  to  say  tha t  t he

who le  po in t  o f  h i s  p l an  was  a  comp le te  f a i l u re .  Wha t  I  l ea rned  was  t ha t  I

vvas  an  Ind jan .  Tha t  p robab ly  sounds  ra the r  s t range  bu t  when  you ' re

f i ve  yea rs  o ld  and  taken  away  f rom you r  peop le  and  l i ve  as  a  wh i te  pe rson

you begin to  forget .  As the years go on you have no knowledge of  the

fac t  o f  whom and  wha t  you  a re  because  I  t h jnk  mos t  ch i l d ren  don ' t  anyway .

I f  t hey  a re  no t ' i n  con tac t  w i t h  t he j r  own  he r i t age  and  t he j r  cu l t u re ,

they  l ose  s igh t  o f  t he  fac t  t ha t  t hey  a re  poss ib l y  d j f f e ren t .  As  I

g rew o lde r  I  began  to  rea l i ze  tha t  I  was  d i f f e ren t ,  and  I  d r ' dn ' t  know why .

I t  t ook  me  a  l ong  t ime  to  f i nd  ou t  why  and  tha t ' s  when  I  came back  to

my  own  peop le  and  fe l t  t ha t  I  was  a t  home aga in .  Tha t ' s  one  o f  t he

th ings  I  wan t  t o  ta l k  t o  you  abou t - - t h i s  d i f f e rence  o f  o the r  peop le .

As  fa r  as  the  env i ronmen t  and  he r i t age  a re  conce rned ,  t ha t  has  been

se t t l ed  fo r  me ,  bu t  pe rhaps  env i ronmen t  has  a  g rea t  dea l  t o  do  w i i h  a

ch i l d  i f  t ha t  ch i l d  i s  o f  t he  same  cu l t u ra l  backq round .  Bu t  I  don ' t

be l i eve  i t  does  r ' f  t he  backg rounds  a re  d i f f e ren t

I  I  i ved  w i th  my  wh i te  pa ren ts  ' i n  a  wh i te  soc ie t y  un t i l  my  who le

he r i t age  was  a  comp ' l e te l y  f o rgo t ten  th ing .  The re  was  neve r  any  men t ion

o f  t he  f ac t  t ha t  I  was  any th i ng  bu t  t he i r  ch i l d  i n  a l l  t hose  yea rs
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t ha t  I  l i ved  w i t h  t hem.  Bu t  s i nce  I  d i d  come  back  and  d i d  l ea rn  t he

d i f f e rence  I  be l i eve  tha t  t he  cu l tu ra l  backg round  o f  a  pe rson  i s  t he  mos t

impo r tan t  t h i ng  i n  t he i r  l j ves .  And  I  be l i eve  t ha t  t h i s  cu l t u ra l  back -

g round ,  t h i s  cu l tu ra l  con tac t  be tween  the  wh i te  and  the  Ind ian ,  was  the

rea l  t h ' i ng  tha t  shaped  and  fo rmed  th i s  na t i on .  I  do  no t  be l i eve  tha t  i t

was  the  ba t t l es .  I  do  no t  be l i eve  tha t  i t  was  the  c lash  o f  t he  two

peop le  o the r  t han  th i s  d i f f e rence  i n  backg round  and  the  fac t  t ha t  t hey

cou ld  no t  unders tand  each  o the r .  Th i s  l ack  o f  unders t ,and ' i ng  s t i l l  goes

on  to  th i s  day .  Because  fo r  t he  wh i te  man  wha t  i s  amb i t i on ,  t o  t he

Ind ian ' i s  pu re  g reed ;  wha t  i s  exped iency  i s  f r aud ;  wha t  i s  d j p l omacy  i s

s imp l y  a  l i e .  Now ,  because  o f  t hese  d i f f e rences  and  no t  be ing  ab le  t o

unders tand  each  o the r  I  hope  tha t  t on ' i qh t  I  don ' t  say  any th ing  tha t  i s

go ing  to  o f fend  you .

Commander  McK inney  was  a l1  upse t  when  he  came in  to ' i n fo rm me tha t

t h i s  was  re fe r red  t o  as ' squaw  n iqh t ' .  He  had  so  cd re less l y  ph rased  i t  I

was  go ing  to  de fend  i t .  Commander  McK inney  t r y ing  to  exp la in  someth ing

tha t  he  doesn ' t  know  how  to  exp la j n  i s  f r i gh ten ing .

The  Ind ian  j dea l  was  honored  above  a l l  t h ings .  Now 'honored '  mean t

ac t i ng  t r u th fu l l y  i n  a l l  t h i nqs  even  when  j t  was  t o  one ' s  own  d i sadva t t t age

I t  was  the  exce l l en t  respec t  f o r  each  pe rson ' s  r i gh t  t o  f o rm and  shape

h i s  own  i nd i v i dua f  i t y  and  h i s  own  des t i ny .  I t  was  p r i de  i n  h imse1 f ,  i n

h j s  na t j on ,  and  the  ex ten t  t o  wh ich  he  kep t  t hese  l aws  was  a  measure  o f

manhood .  I  don ' t  i n tend  to  t r y  and  convey  the  i dea  tha t  we  d id  no t  have

ou r  scound re ' l s .  0h ,  yes  we  d id ,  and  we ' ve  s t i l l  go t  t hem.  We  have  a
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very  pos j t i ve  code o f  pun ishment .  For  those who t ransgressed,  the  grea tes t

pun ishment  was  ban ishment .  For ,  o f  a l l  th inc rs ,  the  Ind ian  fami l y  l i f e

js  the  most  des i rab le .  Some r j f  the  lesser  fo rms o f  pun ishment  was death .

And th is  i s  one o f  the  areas  in  wh ich  we have a  grea t  dea l  o f  m isunders tand ing

because in  a  wh j te  man 's  wor ld  death  is  the  u l t imate  pun ishment .  Death

fo r  an  Ind ian  i s  no t  pun ishment  a t  a l l ,  i t ' s  a  rec t i f i ca t ion .  To  under -

s tand tha t  you  wou ld  have to  unders tand Ind ian  ph i ' losophy .  The Ind ian

knows tha t  there  is  no  such t l i r ing  as  he l l .  There  is  no  te rmina t ion  o f

one 's  se l f .  H is  knowledge  o f  the  con t inua t ion  o f  l ' i f e  makes  l i f e  as

a  s imp le  c lass room where  the  ind iv idua l  has  the  oppor tun i t y  o f  advanc ing

h imse l f .  A l l  l i f e  i s  one  s tage  o r  ano ther  o f  l ea rn ing .  When a  person

is  fa i l i ng  h is  courseand  he  j s  bound  to  f l un lg there 's  on ly  one  th ing  to  do ,

send h im back  and le t  h im s ta r t  over .  But  w i th  the  wh ' i te  man,  death

be i ing  the  u l t j rna te- - the  Ind ian  jus t  cannot  unders tand th is  sor t  o f  th ing .

Chr is t ian  ph i losophy seems to  use  the  same th ing  about  a  cont inuat ion

of  1 i fe ,  bu t  i t ' s  very  d i f f i cu l t  fo r  the  Ind ian  to  unders tand how the

whi te  man can advocate  such a  ph i losophy and ye t  cons ider  th is  death  so

undes i rab le .  So  undes i rab le ,  i n  fac t ,  tha t  he ' l l  do  a lmos t  any th ' i ng  to

p reven t  i t .  He ' l l  se l l  h i s  honor ,  he ' l l  se l l  h i s  sou l ,  he ' l l  be t ray

h is  fe l l ow men ,  a l l  to  save  h is  own l ' i f e .  And  he  i s  apparen t l y  ius t i f i ed

f rom do ing  so  by  h is  fe l low men.  One wou ld  th ink  tha t  th is  song,  "Every -

body wants to go to heaven but nobody wants to die" sort  of  sums " i t  up

very  we l1 .  Bu t  the  Ind jan ,  because  o f  h i s  ph i ' l osophy ,  f i nds  ve ry  l i t t l e

tha t  i s  necessary  in  the  mater ia l  wor ld .  H is  ob , jec t i ve  j s  supposed to

be sp i r i tua l  ach ievement .  I t  was  pre t ty  much so  be fore  the  advance o f
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t he  wh j te  men .  The re fo re ,  he  was  and  he  s t j l l  i s  a t  a  l oss  to  comprehend

the  wh i t e  man ' s  bu rn ing  amb ' i t j on  t o  a t t a i n  t hese  ma te r i a l  possess ions .

The  Ind ian  canno t  unders tand  wha t  i t  i s  t ha t  t he  wh i te  man  seeks .  Fo r

even  to  th i s  day ,  ac tua l l y ,  t he  rn ino r i t y  g roups  s t i l l  seeks  no t  on l y

possess ion  o f  t he  ea r th  bu t  o f  t he  moon  and  the  s ta rs  and  th i s  i s  beyond

Ind ian  comprehens ion ,  abso l  u te l y .

I t  was  beyond  h i s  comprehens ion  yea rs  ago  when  he  fe l l  back ,  a lways

fa l l i ng  back ,  hop ing  t ha t  t he  wh i t e  man  was  go inq  t o  be  sa t i s f i ed .  I t

t ook  h im  a  l ong  t jme  to  l ea rn  tha t  t he  wh i te  nnn  i s  a  hun te r  and  he  j s

a  hun te r  o f  no th i ng  i n  pa r t i cu l a r  and  eve ry th ' i ng  i n  gene ra l .  t Jhen  t he

Ind ian  hun t s  he  f ee l s  he  shou ld  have  some th ing  i n  m jnd ;  when  t he  wh i t e

man  hun t s ,  he  i s  hun t i ng  because  he  has  an  i nna te  cu r i os i t y  and  a  de te rm ined

des ign  to  p lace  h j s  mark  on  eve ry th ing  he  d i scove rs .  Because  o f  h j s  ve ry

na tu re ,  he  does  t h i s .  And  wha t  my  peop le  neve r  unde rs tood  and  s t i l l  don ' t

unde rs tand  j s  t ha t  t h i s  i s  no t  exac t l y  a  r ac i a l  t r a j t ,  i t ' s  an  i nd j v i dua l

t r a j t  w i t h  t he  wh i t e  man .  A f t e r  a l l ,  a ren ' t  t he  Amer i cans  and  t he  Russ ' i ans

r igh t  now vy ing  w i th  each  o the r  t r y ing  to  pu t  t he i r  f l ag  and  the i r  f ee t

on  the  moon  f j r s t?  We can ' t  comprehend  wha t  t he re  i s  so  g rea t  abou t  t h j s

' f j r s t '  and  why .  I  doub t  t ha t  t he re  a re  too  many  peop le  who  can  te l l  me

jus t  exac t l y  why  we  mus t  have  an  Amer i can  pu t  h i s  f oo t  on  the  moon  f i r s t .

Tha t  I  can ' t  unde rs tand ,  can  you?  Bu t  j s  i t  poss ' i b l e  f o r  an  I nd ian  t o

comprehend  why  j t ' i s  necessa ry  fo r  a  wh i te  man  to  d i ssec t  eve ry th ing  he

d i scove rs ,  when  he ' s i d j scove red  i t ?  He  waso  and  he  s t i l l  i s '  appa ' l 1ed  by

the  wh j t e  man  c rav ing  t o  t ake  ou t ,  pu t  i n ,  cu t  down ,  bu i l d  uP ,  P low  up ,
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r ecede ,  d r y  up ,  d r i l l  ' i n t o ,  pu l l  ou t  o f .  I t  appea rs  as  i f  t he  wh i t e  man

is  no t  t he  l eas t  b i t  con ten ted  w i th  c rea t i on  the  way  i t  i s .  He  has  to

a t t emp t  t o  imp rove  on ' i t .  To  t he  I nd ian ,  a l l  he ' s  managed  t o  do  i s

des t roy ,  con tamina te ,  co r rup t ,  and  po ' l 1u te .  I t ' s  beyond  the  comprehens ion

o f  t he  Ind ian  tha t  anybody  bu t  a  foo l  wou ld  con t i nue  on  a  cou rse  tha t

ends  i n  one  d i sas te r  a f te r  ano the r .  He  fe l t  ve ry  con f i den t  when  the

wh i te  man  came to  these  sho res  tha t  he  had  p roven  to  h jm  tha t  i t  was

d i sas t rous  t o  t r y  t o  t ake  ove r  t h i s  con t i nen t .  A l l  t oo  l a te ,  t he  I nd ian

lea rned  tha t  t hese  men  were  ne i j t he r  f oo l s  no r  were  they  go ing  to  g i ve  up

jus t  because  the re  was  one  d j sas te r  a f te r  ano the r .  Too  l a te  he  l ea rned

the re  were  many  men  tha t  wou ld  se l l  t he i r  honor  to  ach jeve  someth ing .

They  wou ld  se l l  t he i r  sou l  f o r  someth ' i ng  they  cove ted .  And  tha t ' s

wha t  de fea ted  the  Ind ian .  I t  was  no t  t he  wars ,  i t  was  no t  t he  a rms ,  i t

was  no t  t he  many ,  many  peop le  who  came to  th i s  con t i nen t .  I t  was  the j r

inab ' i ' l i ty  to  understand and to comprehend the i r  code.  I t  was the

Ind ian ' s  i nab j f i t y  t o  t h i nk ,  o r  t o  f ee l  o r  t o  r eac t  as  anybody  excep t  an

Ind ian .  I t  was  h i s  i nab i l i t y  t o  know  the  amb j t j ons  o f  t he  i nvade r .  I t

was  h i s  i nab i l i t y  t o  an t i c i pa te  h i s  f oe .  And  t ha t ' s  t he  rea l  r eason  t he

h is to ry  o f  t h i s  coun t r y  reads  l i ke  i t  does  now"  I f  my  peop le  had  been

ab le  to  comprehend  the  na tu re  o f  t he  wh i te  man  they  wou ld  have  un i ted

jus t  as  Tecumseh  p lanned  fo r  t hem to  do  back  i n  t he  days  j us t  p receed ' i ng

the  I nd jan  War .  Today ,  Mr .N i xon  wou ld  no t  have  l os t  a  s i ng le  hou r  o f

s leep  wonder ing  whe the r  h i s  pe rsona l i t y  was  oo ing  to  p ro jec t  on  l iV .  So

I  wou ld  l i ke  t o  ask  you ,  ou r  mode rn  day  h i s t o r i ans ,  t o  t h j nk  abou t  t hese
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d i f fe rences  in  peop le  and keep i t  in  mind  as  you a t tempt  to  por t ray  the

pas t  events  in  as  much as  they  concern  my peop le .  The h ' i s to ry  o f  those

ear ' l y  days  was wr i t ten  en t i re ly  by  wh i te  men who,  humanly  enough,  were

not  on ly  p re jud iced ' in  the i r  own favor  bu t  they  were  inc l ined  to  shade a

great many events into the color of  their  own object jves and they were

to ta l l y  unaware  o f  the  Ind ian 's  ' inab j l i t y  to  comprehend them.  Thank good-

ness  t^ te  a re  somewhat  more  dn l igh tened.  There  is  less  pre jud ice  now.

Not  on ly  in  th is  count ry  bu t  th rouqhout  the  en t i re  wor ld .  Because a f te r

a l l ,  p re jud jce  i s  no ih jng  more  o r  less  than  a  lack  o f  unders tand ing  and

fear  o f  tha t  l ack .  i t ' s  d ieappear ing  now f rom the  hear t  o f  th ings .  Th is

may no t  seem t rue  to  a  g rea t  many peop le  a t  th is  moment  when we ' re  a l l

concerned w i th  the  c ry  tha t  j s  be ing  made over  th is  count ry  be tween the

wh ' i te  and  the  so-ca l led  m jnor i t y  races .  Bu t  never the less ,  j t  i s  t rue

because  jus t  l i ke  the  meas les ,  the  wors t  con tag ion  i s  over  once  the

rash breaks  ou t .  Once pre jud ice  was c lass ' i f ied  as  a  s jn - -someth ing  to

be abhored. Today most people see i t  for  wf i rat  i t  is ,  as a fear.  Once

there were a great many good men who tr ied {o stamp i t  out  because they

d id  fee l  ' i t  was  unchar i tab le  to  ca l l  a t ten t ' ion  to  the  d i f fe rences  in

men.  The i r  in ten t ions  were  very  good.  But  they  were  advocat ing  a  fa lse

concept - - tha t  a l l  men are  a l i ke .  L ' i ke  most  fa lse  concepts ,  there  were

those  who recogn jzed  them as  jus t  tha t ,  fa1se ,  and  so  p re jud ice  con t inued .

Bu t ' i f  we  wou ld  cons jder  these  th jngs ,  tha t  peop le  a re  d ' i f fe ren t ,  pe rhaps

then  we can  f ind  ou t  wha t  j s  wrong  and  cor rec t  i t .  A f te r  a l l ,  j s  i t  so

impor tan t  to  recogn ' i ze  a  rose  as  a  rose  and know tha t  i t  smel ls  sweet ,  o r

a  th i s t le  as  a  th i s t le  and  know the  d is t inc t ion .  We do  th t ' s  in  na tu re
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eve ry  day .  So  I  t h ink  peop le  shou ld  recogn jze  the  fac t  t ha t  peop le  w i th

cen tu r i es  o f  cu l t u ra l  d i f f e rences  a re  go ing  to  be  d i f f e ren t .  The re  i s

no th ing  and  no  way  tha t  we  can  c lass i f y  t hem a l l  i n to  one  l ump and  say ,

" I  j udge  t h i s  man  by  my  s tanda rds . "  I t  canno t  be  done .  We  can ' t  expec t

t he  I nd jan  t o  r eac t  l i ke  a  wh i t e  man  and  we  can ' t  expec t  t he  wh j t e  man '

t o  r espond  l i ke  an  I nd jan .  I f  we  can  j us t  r ecogn i ze  t hese  t h i ngs  as  so ,

and  i f  we  cou ld  unders tand  them and  respec t  t hem and  know tha t  t hese

d i f f e rences  make  us  wha t  we  a re ,  wh i te  o r  I nd jan ,  w i thou t  i n  any  way

lessen ing  o r  enhanc jng  e i t he r  o f  us  as  i nd i v i dua l s  o r  peop le ,  we '1 ' l  come

a  l o t  c l ose r  t o  know ing  each  o the r .  As  h i s t o r i ans  you  can ' t  change  t he

cou rse  o f  h ' i s t o r y  bu t  you  can ,  i f  you  w i l l ,  change  t he  co lo r  o f  i t  by

eas t i ng  the  wh j te  i n  t he  shadows  o f  t hese  p re iud i ces  to  revea l  a  comp le te

p i c tu re  j n  v j v i d  de ta i ' l  ,  l eav ing  no  room fo r  jmao ina t i on ,  cc rn j eC tu re ,  o r

doub t .  Pe rhaps  you  can  b r i nq  abou t  an  unders tand ing  o f  t he  Ind ian  and

por t ray  h jm  no t  con temptuous l y  as  an  i gno ran t  savage  as  he  once  was ,

who  s tood  i n  the  way  o f  p rog ress ,  no r  sen t imen ta l l y  as  the  Nob le  Red  Man ,

v j c t jm  o f  a  more  en l i gh tened  c i v ' i l ' i za t j on .  He  was  s imp l y  a  man  who  l oved

h is  home,  h ' i s  f am i ' l y ,  and  h i s  way  o f  I  j f e .  He  was  s imp ly  a  man  who  was

shaped  and  no t j va ted  by  h ' i s  own  concep t  o f  h ' i s  re la t i onsh ip  to  1 i f e .

Because  he  was  h imse l f ,  he  l os t .  No t  necessa r i l y  t o  avo id  i n t e l l i gen t

peop le ,  bu t  more  ce r ta in l y  t o  avo id  de te rm ina t i on  to  possess .  t dhen  he  d id

l ea rn  t h i s ,  i t  was  t oo  l a te  because  he  was  a l r eady  a  p r i sone r  j n  h i s  own

coun t r y .  Bu t  I  l i ke  t o  t h i nk  t ha t  even  t hough  t h j s  i s  so ,  t he re  a re  s t i 1 l

some o f  us  who  w i l l  a lways  rema jn  Ind ian .  Some o f  us  who  w i l l  r emember  the

teach ings  o f  ou r  f a the r  who  f i nd  t he  cos t  o f  c i v i l i za t i on  much  t oo  dea r  t o

eve r  a t tempt  to  be  any th ing  excep t  wha t  we  a re ,  I nd ians .
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