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Oct 9,1928

Miss Cecelia Razovsky-

799 Broadway, N. Y,

Re Burnstein Case. -
Several weeks ago L addressed a letter to :erl Henoch with ref. to a
above case but received no reply. Please look into this matter
and give us information we require namely: thro what port of entry
was Mr. Frank Burnstein &dﬁitted , under what stat, & preffered

quote or nongquota and as a citizen of what country,._Wb would like to -

secure from Mr. Burnstein the passporte that belomg to the family and
which he has in his pogssession :

Wishing you u very happy New ‘ear, Yours truly
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Mrs. Frank Zlabovaky,
1016 Olive Street,
El Puso, Texas.

Hat: Barstein Casoe "
My dear Mrs. Zlabovskys : )

Your lstter of October Lth with reference to this case has

baen recvsived. I have discussed it with both our case
superviscrs in order thet I might have the benefit of thair }ﬁy
gounsel and I have given the metter a good dsal of thought.

As I see it there is no objection whatsoever in the Council
talking an interest in the five children if they ars parolad
However, once they are peroled I firmly believs the cuse is
no longe:r one for the Council only but might well be desmed
& relief case. I do not see how the Council of Jewlsh Women
of El Paso cun pledge ibself to support and sducate five
small children unless it were possible to plase them in soms
institution. On tha other hand, because of ths Counoil's
previous interest in the case and the Committse's knowladge
of ull the facts in the case, it seems to me that the Relief
Society should welcoms the cooperation of the Counail in
making plans for the future care of the children. I wonld
thersfore recommsnd if it is possible, that in turning over
ths pase to the Helief Committee the Council offer its
services in an advisory capaclity to the relisf organization
80 that the children may receive the benefit of the personal
service of thoss Councll mesmhers who have already interested
themselves in the children and in their needs and problems.

Trmsting that this suggestion will help clarify ths &5?\%&0%

and essuring you that we belisve that some organiza
in the children regardless of the misdemeanors of the parents,

I am
Si;cere]‘.z ytm(s’7

Ceoilia Razovalky /
Sacreatary L

CH:AM
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Avguata fayorson A
e { B Burateln vhildren

vecilila Ragovaky, & idijaarters

“@ locatad Abrahsm Burctein at his place of
smploymant, and ainge 1t was a3 fienlt to interviow him there, }
he oalled on us thip forning, at whioh time we got the following
story: N y

. Urs Burstein is 61 yeara of &o, and semms viry
taoh broken down in hoalth. Eis oyes ars in bad condf len, He
refars to some 80Tt of Iung trouble, and next vask ipg nndergoing

- an aperation for tonsile. y Ll '

sty s iy st i R Vrv Burstdn 1%ft-‘-‘111-'5'-‘hm'-'ﬁf}"nlm:i* abput . -
12 yoars ago. Bis wife and three sons Pemained in Poland while he
wont on to uhina. Ho #ia this in order Yo avold militery ssrvice,
. 15 1ived in Harbin China for nine Joars. Dmring his residenca

. ' . Ahera, he mot Mrs., Buratein who is the wife of a distant ‘sousin

" of his, Hor hmsbani had 2164 some yoars ago, and she was living
in Harbin with ¢ ghohildren. Mr, Burstein maiurally became
_intorestsd in ha§ children, Nrs. Burstein was making her living
by peddling brandy. :

i Hr. Burgtein wont on to Avstralia, where ha

. 1lived for two yoars, then camo back to Uhina, and from there went
. On to HexiocorCity, whera ho lived for 2% years. BH» met ¥ra, Burstoin
again in Mexioo City abont a year agos Shortly after he met her,

" Do hoard that she Agportes Lol children and went back to China,
. Booausa of his interest in the ochildren, he madae inquiry throngh

= the Jewish Seeiety, and learned that ‘$hrough a state agenocy, theseo
. ehlldran were placed in t homes of nompJewish tRoople whoe wers
. haking preparations to ebnvert the chiidren to their faith,

I 2 ¥r. Buratein then appealed to Jowish Societies
- and a local synagogue , ani made overy effort to save the shildren,
He was advised by a lawyor to say that he is the father of these
6hildren, so that the State wuld relsase them to his cars. BHe

tola the olifldren to corroborats his atory, and to call him "father".
In the meantime, tlie oldcst boy who is 30{' and whe peddlas in

Mexico City, when mesioneds said that this man was not the

~  ohildren's fathet, Shortly aftar, the mother roturnad to Mexieco

. City, and oclaimed her children, so any further $rouble was obriated

I
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; At this time, Nr, Burstoin's son had made arrange-~
monts for his admission into Amexica, and he cam one Mr. Burstein
has besn 1living in America for the past 8 months. At present he

i3 working as a waiter and gensral helpsr in the fome of the
.Damghters of Jacobe He earns £50 a month with maintensnce. His
son Ishac is married, and lives at 1277 Morris Avenue. He is an
upholaterar by occcupation, and has all he can do to augport his
wifeo and two children. His earnings, we believe, is {33 a waoks

¥r, Burstein's wife and two sons, who are at the present
tima in Australia, ars coming to Amorice shortly, hs believes.
¥r. Burstein's cannot under the oircumstances asmime responsibility
for thase minor children who are now in Juaresz. Thege ghildran
ars 8, 12 and 14 ysars of aga. There might be & fourth younger
child. Vhils he is vory much inmtorest~d in these ohndren.?ga
thinks they are oclaver and pretty,)) and would do 211 he counld to
halp them, he is unable at this time to mske any provisions for
thair admission into Americas, or to assume responsibiliiy for their
care afteor they gat here.

_ The telogram inmlicates that this women in Juares ia
conduoting a "nisco, small buminess". Don't you think 41t is best
for the dklldren to remain with thei r mother? Ir, Burstein at
thisg time refusss to maks affidavits,

: ' In tho gourse of his stery, Hr. Burstein tells ns that
Mreg Burstiin 1%ved with a man in vhlne o whom she was not married,
and seons $o ba-rathsr promigouous in her rslations with men.

&
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B'NAI B'RITH BUREAU

MANAGER POST OFFICE BOX

J. L. WEINBERGER FOR WORK IN MEXICO 666

5A. CALLE DE MINA 95

MEXICO, D. F.

April 19, 192

Mrs. Frank Zloboevsky,
1016 Olive St.
El Pase, Texas,

Dear Mrs. Zlobovsky:-

iieferring to your letter of April 3, I
have to inferm you, that Abram Burstein is net dead,
and is new in this city, receiving treatment at our clinic

According to Burstein's own statement,
he was born in Kovel, Peland; twe children were born in
Harbin and three in Shanghai. Of the latter, two were bern
abt home, and one in a nespital, possibly, the missioenary
heuse. He has a son by a former wife, Jeshua Boorstein,
who is living either at 3200 17th St. San Francisco, Cal.
or 1502 Nortena Park, Brenx, N. Y.

The moether only used tne children for the
purpose of schnerring, and when she ceuld no longer derive
this benefit from them, she abandened them. She had a fair
amount of money with her, and was effered more here, but
insisted on getting passage for the whele family, threat-
ening te leave the children, if she did not get same.

Burstein cannot take care of the children.
Please advise me if I can be of further service in this
mat ter,

Sincerely yours,
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THE CITY OF NEW YORK

August 27, 1928

¥rs. Almee L, Mayer
801 Cincimnati St.
El Faso, Texan

He: Sursteln children
Dear Mrs. Mayor:

e are enolosing & very full and comprehensive
report from our local section, regarding the above, Our telegram
reeding as follows you no doubt have received:

ABRATAM BURSTEIN CAMNOT SEND AFFIDRYVITS FOR CHILIREN LETTER
FOLLOTS

This is an extremely difficult case and if what
ir. Buretein says is correct he of course has no right to sssume
responsibility for these childrem. It is 81l and possibly more
then he can do to teke care of his own family when they get here.

Sincerely yours,

Merle Henoch
Buresw of International Case Worlk
MH:C
Encl.



.- - 8eptember 7, 1929

Miss. Mersl Henoch » el
799 Broadway, 3 TRt L
New YOrk; lew York :

P

- Re, Burstein Case
Dear miss. Henoch, ’

Your letter of August 27 to ¥ras, -Akie nayar with reference to the
above mentioned -case is before me, HEr. Abrahsm Burstein's statement
come as 2 complete surprise since we are in a position’'to know that his
gecusations againsty the Mrs, Burstein living in Juarex, MNexico are
false. We are writing to 8hanghal, China to establish this woman's .
‘legal righta, but in the meantima will Bive you what informetion I have.
. You will find im our repori of 1987 that-Mrs. Burstein and her
five children were apprehénded and jailed for illegal intry into this
gountry. At that iime Mr., Burstein lived ian Juarez, Mexico., He was
called befors tha U.8.Immigration Departuent for the purpose of
esctablishing their astionality, He was traveling with a Holland
passport and shé had papers showing an established resldence in ;
Shanghai, China. Looking over the records at the immigration headquarte
erg, we find Mr, Burstein's eworn statement that he was married at Ohel
Molshe Synagogue, 8hanghai, China in June, 1920 to the Mrs. Burstein whe
was held in detention in. =l Paso, Texas;  that her-tiwo older ochildren,
"Kata, 12, and Moishe 10, wers hers by a formeér marriage, and that he
was the father gf the threé younger children. - Mra. Buretein was not
deported from thie sountry. The Department of Immigrstion granted her
permiesion to appeal to Mexico to pexmit her to yéenter their oeuantry
as sne only orossed the borier to’ seek employment., The Mexioan Counéil
- issued fassports for their return, She joined her husband in Mexioo,

1l you gset for us the following information: Through what port
did Hr. Burstein enter the United States, and under what gtatus?

8ince Mrs, Buretein's return to our border, we have rehabilitated
her by bringing eld clotnes whioch she cleans, fixes and sells, 8he
has a small etore and is making a respectable living. The twe ddder
children, Kate, now 14, and Moishe, 13, have been granted border
passports and are attending the public schools in Xl Paso, Since
our school sysien demands a fee og $6.00 per capita fom non-residents,
the mother finanees cone half of their tuition and the rest is contrie

buted by twe of our jood membere of the Council,
i Further information with reference to this case will be fcrwarded
upon rooeipt.
Yours very truly,




1216 Los Angeles S3treet,
September 12, 1929,

Mr, Whitgod,
84 Dubbing Road,
Shanghai, Ohina,
Be; Abraham Burstein.

Dear Mr, Whitgob:

I am appealing to you for information we must have to establish the
legal status of a certain Mrs, Bella Burstein, formerly a resident of your City,
but now living with her several young ehildrenr at Juares, Mexioo.

Abraham Burstein, her husband, whom we have located as living in New
York Gisy, refuses to support her and the children, claiming that he is merely
& drother-in-law to her, no more ~ that he has taken a fatherly interest in her
. and her children and has previocusly supported them merely as a matter of human
.Synpathy. s

Mra. Burstein gives us the following the information and refers us to
you for verification of her story:s She claims that you are the FPresident or the
Shanghal Ohel Moishe Synagogue wherein she was married to said Abraham Parstein
during June ~ 1920, 8he was a widow at ths time, hexr name being Biale Romes.
Said Adbraham Burstein that she married was a divouod man - an ex-convict from
Erisbane, Anstralia, whexe he had served time for some orime, The Rabbis whe
porformed the oomony for the wedding were Feldman and uot!han ;

. Mrs, Burstein has no record of her wedding as her Knnba has boon stolen
and destroyed Ly the h\uband

Kindly soquaint us with the $rus faots in the case; also whethar Mr,
Burstein presented a divorce at the time of his marriage %o her. If possidble,
we would 11w & duplicate of her Kssuba, and any other information that weould
help us establish the true situnation. A sworn statement of the facts before the

American Oonsul at Shanghai would greatly help us. Any cost in commection with
sams, I am ready to pay.

The future of a family oonsisting of several young children is 1nvolvud.
They are absolutely destitute. I would appreciate you advising us at once,

With kind Rosh Hashonuh Greetings, and the hopo that you will be insorided
for & Happy Rew Year, I am,

Sincerely yours,

JOSEPH M. ROTH, Rabbi,
JMB: MER




1216 Los Angeles 3treet,
September 12, 1929,

Nr, Whisgod, ' i I
84 Dubbing Road,
Shanghal, China.
Re3 Abraham Burstein, i

Dear Mr, Whitgod:
X am lpp;ali.ng to you for information we must have to establish the

legal status of a certain Mrs, Pella Marstein, formerly a resident of your Oity,
hat now living with her several young children at Juares, Mexiceo,

Abraham Burstein, her husband, whom we have located as living in New
York Oity, refuses to support her and the echildren, claiming that he is merely
a brother-in-law to her, no more = that he has taken a fatherly interest in her
and her ohildren and has previously supported them merely as a matter of human
syapathy. i !

Mra., Burstein gives us the folleowing the informatiocs and refers us to
you for verification of her story: She olaims that you are the Fresideat of the
Shanghal Chel Moishe Synagogue wherein she was married to said Adraham Barstein
during June ~ 1920, Ohe was a widow at the time, hor name being Biale Romes,
Sald Abraham Burstein that she married was a divormed man - an ex-comvict from
Erishane, Anstralis, where he had served time for some orime, ¥The Radbis who
erformd the umm for the weldding were Feldman and Goffman,

Nrs, Buratein has no record of her mug as her Essuda has bun stolen
and destroyed Wy the lmsband. A

Kindly soquaint us with the $rue faots in the case; also whether Nr.
Burstein présented a divoroe at the time of his marriage to her. 1f possidle,
we would like a duplicate of bar Essuba, and any other informmtion that wonld
Islp us establish the trus situation., A sworn statemsnt of the faots before the
Assrican Consul at 3hanghal would greatly help us. 4iny cost in commection with
same, I am ready to pay. ' i

‘The future of a family oonsisting of several young ohildren is involved.
They are absolutely destitute. I would appresciate you advising us at omoce.,

With kind Rosh Hashonsh Greetings, and the hope that you will bde insoribed
for & Happy Now Year, I am,

3inserely yours,

JOSBPH M, ROTH, Rabbi,
JMR: MKR




OFFICE OF THE RABBI

CONGREGATION B'NAI| ZION
MESA AVENUE AND CLIFF STREET
P. O. BOX 957

EL PASO, TEXAS

1216 Los Angeles 3treet,
September 12, 1929,

Mrs, Frank Zlabovsky,
1016 Olive Street,
El Paso, Texas.

Re:; Abraham Burstein.
Dear Mrs. Zlabovsky:

I am enclosing herewith two copies of the
letter sent to Mr, Witgob of Shanghai, China, with
reference to the Abraham Burstein case yom discussed
with me yesterday.

4s soon as I will receive a reply, I shall
be glad to acyunaint you further.

With kxind regards to you and your dear family,

I am,
Faithfully yours,
03EPE M, ROTH, Rabbi.
JMR: MKR

(Enclosures)



DEPARTMENT OF IMMIGRANT AID
@he National Counril of Jewish Women

799 BROADWAY, NEW YORK
FROM Jarle Henoch pate QOotober 16, 19a9
To Mrs. Frank Zlaboveky suBJecT Bella Burstein

El Paso, Texas

I am extreme])y sorry that your last letter on the above case was not
answered, but it was due to the fact that we were waiting for the local
section to interview Mr. Burstein. We will wiite them again immediately

and hope soon to have an answer%é/
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DEPARTMENT OF IMMIGRANT AID
Che National Couneil of Jewish Women

799 BROADWAY, NEW YORK
From lMerle Henoch pATE December 10, 1929
To Mrs. Frank Zlabovsky suBJEcT Burstein children

El Paszo

Ve are enclosing our local seetion's report on the above
case. Ido not think there is anything to be hoped for from this

endﬁ?%%é’dt
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“mn Yny® naien nre

Obheil Moishe Synagogue

58 WARD ROAD
ALL COMMUNICATIONS

TO BE ADDRESSED TeEL. 50213
TO THE HON. SECRETARY
~=ee0Pi0Pe

Shanghal,.2..¥h Mareh ereen 19302

lirs, Frank Zlabovsky

Chairman Immigrant Aid Council
of Jewish Women

1016 Olive Street

El Paso, Texas,

Dear ladam ,

Your letter dated 25 th Jamary a.c. , adressea to Mr,
N.E.B.Ezra was handed to me for investigation , and I herwith
beg to ifiform you as follew :

@.Abrahem Burstein has been in Shanghei and as much as we could
find out has been married to Beilla Burstein, but a Kesubs has
not been made out , as they have not married through our Com-
munity . Feldman and Goffman , the men which are supposed to
have given the CHIPFE KHEDISCHE are not Rabbis , and on asking
Goffman re this case he declares : Abrahme Burstein has rerfor—
med himself the marriage ceremony ( MESNAFRRIEKATRSCH UD EKALIB
before witnesses . This ie & ceremony which is defacto not re-—
cognised by any Authorities either by the Rabbis , but such per-
gons in the case they decide not to leave togehter , or tntend
to marry again , need sbsolutly & divorce.

Beilla Burstein is & very hard case , with which we had enough
trouble here and as for the children it can bedoubtekd 1if the
children belong to Abrabam Burstein , one of her childrem , the
youngest having been sold here to & very rich person , whieh has

given to Beilla the neces:&ry passaze money .

Trusting that this information will meet your demand
I teg to remain ,

QLS H yours faithtpl
fi;'f ngz;;.

B. Hellmann
=egcretary




March 19,1930. ’

A~

Hisa Cecelia Ragovsky

Dept. of ILmuigrant Aid
799 Brosdws ¥ .

New York N : ! 7 g
- Rej Bella Burstein

Dear Mise Razoveky; | IS Tkl I
o k‘y'sucloeed y"ou will please find passpori and piotures of Nre.. -

Jolla Biirstein and wa want you teo please have this passport renoweds She is of
Polish birth 8nd will you plesee' nee that the Ponah Consul returns the emclauﬂ

passport y£00s , : ‘ ;_
: Thanking you for past tevors, ;
Peg to remsin, ' sl

(¥rs. Frank n.bovsky) ; S|

%&ﬁ%ﬂ o %ﬁﬁm R
1016 Olive Btreet .
Rl Paso Texase.







April, 3, 1930.

Miss Ceocelia Ragovsky,

Dept. of Immigrant Aid

799 Broadway

New Yorkp New York. : Re} Bella Burstein

Dear Miss Razovsky} ! ; !

L The énolosure speaks for itself and we msk that you plegse
revive this case and despite the hto:;mﬁop that we h;ve with reference to the
®Kesuba” a record of such dooumemt wae shown at our United States Imiguti‘on
e department when Wr. Burstein®s manifestations were taken. :
L i My appeal $o you is to get th;li-‘xqauba‘ froa him, also, the
passport on which appesrs the mame of Mrs. Burstein's oldest son.This son is at

present in Juares, Mexico and becauss he has no padsport he ocannot return %o the
interior whers we feel moral sonditions are better for sush youths.

Should Mr. Burstein refuse to give up the kesuba I 'quldi suggest
: that you bring pr;saure %0 ’baar that he gi.ve"thiu woman a "gl;ot"(_uvono)_. But we
must have the passport. : ‘ ; ‘ F 5

- Further more this man is the father of four children by this
woman and he shc:’uid sontribute something to their support. These pooplg are in i
u-jtrea;h;g eircumsﬁanoea and E1 Paso's gommunity is inadequate (tooopa with the

financial situation. ‘
: : Yours truly,

Mrs. Frank Zlabovsky
. Chairman Immigrant Ald
e Couneil of Jewish Women
1016 Olive Stroet
El Paso, Texas,




April 3, 1930,

Mr: J.L.Weinberger
5A. Calle de Mina #95
Mexico City Mexico.
; Rej Bella Burstein.

4

Dear Mr. Weinbergerj ; 1 '
Enclosed you will please find & passport and pictures of Mrs.

Bella Burstein. Would you please see if you can secure & Polish passport for Mrs.
Buretein as she olaims she is a Polish subject. At all events we want the enelosed
passport returned o us. 5 ; :

ke . Mr. Weinberger we would appreciate it very mush if you would
‘send us all the data you have soncerning this ¢ase. Do you know 1f this women has
a "Kesuba"t :

Respectfully jouu.

Mrs. Frahk Zlabovaky
1016 Olive 8Street ,
El Paso, Texas. L

P.8. Might we ask that you also send somn deta on the case of Pola Gerschbein, -

A




B'NAI B'RITH BUREAU

MANAGER POST OFFICE BOX

7. %}VEINBERGER FOR WORK IN MEXICO 666

5A. CALLE DE MiINA 95

MEXICO, D. F.
April 11, 1930.

¥rs. Frank Zlabovsky,
1016 Olive St.
El Paso, Texas,

Dear Mrs. Zlabovskys-

Your letter with passort belonging
to Mrs. Bella Burstein received. The Polish Consul will
not give this party, a Polish passport, unless proof of
citizenship can be furnished. I also went to Foreign Relations
Department, and here was informed that a Mexican passport
could be given her, on the strength of her Russian pasport,
which states that she is a Russian citizen, as there is now
no Russian Consul in this country. But she would have to
come for it, personally.

I know the husband of this woman,
Abraham Burstein, who is now in the Stat es. He entered
as a relative preference. I cannot say positively, that they
have a "Kesuba", but it was my understanding that they are
married, because, at one time, when there was a serious mis-
understanding between them, he spoke of divorcing her. If 1
remember correctly, this was when she followed him from C,
Juarez, and demanded that he return with her.

F : There is much to say about this woman,
but of course, environment may have had much to do with her
actions and mode of living. The children have always been an
excellent excuse for "schnorring®. She did not find Mexico
City a profitable field, so left for N. Laredo, shortly after
arrival in this country the first time. The good people of
Laredo, Texas, believing her sincere in her desire to work etc.
furnished her a home, but she suddenlff left for C., Juarez.
She returned from C. Juarez with her ildren and demanded
from Societies here, passage to China, Not receiving same,
she left with the youngest child, leaving the other children
here. As you know, she returned and again went to C. Juarez.

About Pola Gershbein, I can only say,
that she is a good girl, who always worked for a living.
She went to C. Juarez to marry a young man, with whom she had
been corresponding. She has a sister in the States.

I herewith enclose passport belonging
Mrs. Bursjein. /4

Sincere




April 22, 1930.

Mra. Estelle Sternberger,
799 Broadway 4
New York N.Y.

.

Dear Mirs. Btenibergerj : /
: Have inquired of several of our members if you by chance left

Trusting that your trip wae a pleasant one and assuring you g

that it was indeed a pr}onge to have met you, I am,
2 Yours very truly,

. ' Ghairman Imuigrent Aid
} $ Council of Jewish Women
' . 1016 Olive Street : -

%y -~

4 3 El Paso, Texas
Nrs. Errold B. Lapowski, Ses.
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April 26, 1930,

Mr. J. L. Weinbergar,

54 Gallo de Minn #95 ¥
Mexico City, Mexico. - Re$ Katherine ,Burstein
Dear 8ir;

As per our telegram of the 23rd. in whish I told you that a ietter would
follow. It wan inevitable that in order to save this ohild, Katle Burstein, from
delinquency she phould Ye sent away from the border and from the nndesimble ine .
fluences here. Also, from a domineering and magging Mother. -

M¥r. Weinberger, there §s good inthis child and we mare ready to do unythlng
in our power to have here grow up into a good and honornble woman. We are appeal
%0 you t0 assiet us in our endeavors Place hsre in any school that you see fit or t
you think it more advipadle that she be plaeed in the home of some good Jewlish f'muy
who have a sympathetic wxierstanding for thie unfortunate ehild.

She is #willing to wor} and what she neede most of all 4s kindness. It
our apsistence is necessary to finanee this oase we will gladly do our part.

Thanking you for past favors and knowing we shall have your hearty coe
operation in this erss, Bag to remmin, .

: Yours truly,

( Mre. Frank Rlabovaky)
. $hairman Inmdgrant Ald
Qouneil of Jewish Women
1016 Olive Street

’ - K1 Paso, Texas.
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MRS FRANK ZLABOVSKY=
'f 1016 OLIVE ST ELPASO TEX=
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M1SS KATHERINE BURSTEIN DIDNOT APPEAR wiRE WHAT HAPPENED=
BRA!BRITH~ . t
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B'NAI B'RITH BUREAU

MANAGER POST OFFICE BOX

¥ X weiNBERGER FOR WORK IN MEXICO 666

MEXICO, D. F. May 2 , 1930

| Mrs Frank Zlabovsky,
| 1016 Olive str.,
| El Paso, Texas.

Dear Mras Zlabovsky:

We have finaly located Miss Katherine Buratei n at
the following address:
Escuela Industrial,
calle Haiti # 1,
Colonia Anshuac, D.F,

S8he is in perfect health and answered our questions
about her willingness to stay here to the effect that she
is perfectly satisfied and will remain. She needs no money
but wants dressewm, We ordered some for her and asked the
bill to be presented to us for payment,-

We have also offered Miss Burghtein to refer to us
in case of need and would be glad same services to you
whenever you will want us.=

Sincerely yours,

Bnai Brith in Mexico,

by /42-//é21042524{;/




May 16, 1930,

Mr. A. Deutach

. B®nel B®rith Buresu in Mexico

Mexico Cityg Moxico. Rej Katherine Burstein

Dear Hir. Deutschj Yours in regard %t Katherine Burstein received and in renly wish

to soy that we ask that you give your protestion and every consideration to this child
Sheiis a deserving litile thdng and needs a liftle kindness to make her way a little
easier. :

We nek that you place her in a school, or to live with a good family
vhere sho will be well treated, or even as a servant in o good home whers the work
would not be too hard for she is just & child. guything but to keep her away from thi
border. Under no consideration allow her to return to this border.

We would gladly acsist with finaneing her in a school or in any=
thing thot you might euggest if you are not able to finance her keeping with out our
he}p. Thanking you for paet favors and trusting to hear from you soon concerning this
child, Beg to remmin, Youre truly,

Ghairman Xmmiirani Add
( Mrs. Frouk Zlabovsky)

1016 0Olive Stroet

El . Paso, Texas.
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B'NAI B'RITH BUREA U

FOR WORK IN MEXICO 666
SANCAN R DEMNGAFE_

ME , e Fa
o i May 25, 1930,

Mrs. Frank Zlabovsky,
National Council of Jewish Women,
El Paso, Texas,

Dear Mrs. Zlabovsky:-

On my return to this city, I found
the correspondence relating to the Burstein girl. You
probably know that she left the school and is now living
with Mrs. Libnic. However, this is temporarily. The girl
had no shoes or clothes and Mrs. Libnic purchased a few
very necessary things amounting to $30.00(Pesos) which we
have agreed shall be repaid her, rme w— Sfxae T pa

Mrs, Libnic, who by the way, is the
President of the women®s aid society and a very practical
woman suggests that the solution of this girl's problem
will require about a year, providing that she be taken as
an apprentice into some trade or proffesion where pains will
be taken to really teach her. In ayears time, she will earn
enough to maintain herself nicely. Mrs. Libnic suggests
that the girl learn either photograpphy or dressmaking.
The expense of maintenance would be $75.00 pesos about $35,
Dls. per month. In my opinion, this could be reduced with-
in six months, if the girl shows the necessary progress.
Mrs. Libnic will take a personal interest in the case, but
cannot give any financial help, as neither she nor the society
are well off financially.,

Our Bureau has been discontinued and
the work has been taken over by a new organization. Mrs.
Libnic is also on the Board of the new society. I understand
that she will also write you on this case. You may if you
wish write me in answer to this letter, and then we will
arrange that the future correspondence shall be with the
new society. I will act in an advisory capacity with the
new society, for a few months,

Sincerely

ours,

The name of the new society is ....

Centro Beneficencia Israelita de Mexico,
Address: Calle Meave #11A
Mexico, D. F.




DEPARTMENT OF SERVICE FOR FOREIGN BORN
@he National Gouneil of Jewish Women

INCORPORATED

799 BROADWAY, NEW YORK
FROM DATE
Merle Henoch June 6, 1930
TO SUBJECT
Mra, Frank Zlabovsky Bella Burstein

1016 Olive 5t.
El Paso, Texas

Enclosed you will find a self-explanatory letter from our local
soction on the above eas%

34
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 Juoob and will them inform yows | |

Kay 28th, 1930
From «ss.. Augusta Mayoreon, Now York Section
To *esccse ﬁeﬂﬂ Hﬂnmh.' Headqum‘taré

Subjoet .. Burstein Children

-

We do not seem to be getting anyvhers on tnis
cass, e onlled to see Mr, Burstaln aZtor we received your
last lettor and found t mt he is '» longer working at the
Home of the Daughters of Jacobe.:

‘We intorviewed him at the home of his son apd

. daughter-in-law at 1277 Morries Avenus. AB baefore, Mr. B,

denied his marriage and claims that he does not know Mr,
Goffman nor does he understand how Mr. Goffman could have

made such a atatemsfit., As before, he inpisted on Visitor's

showing him written mroof of the marriage.
We then asked lim for his passport eand he told

us that the passport waB doposited with an insurancs company
-pending an action that he has teken against the Home of the

Daughters of Jaccb whom he 18 wuing for compensation. He
would not give us any particulars about this aotion nor

. exactly what his claim is, He also refused to allow us to
~ 8e¢o his passport. : : AL

We will call at the Homo of the Damghters of

Glaxer/XP

P T n i
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e il - fie
Ah e (b

s S 11




e s B e

June 20th, 1930,

From.... .Mre. Frank Zlabovsky, El Paso Section
To Merle Henooh

Subject.....Bella Burstein 4 :

Tnie is in rerly to yours of June 6th. We have in our files a letter from
ﬂb;auglai,, China verifying the legal marriage between thé above and Hr'» Burstein ,i::
New York City. MNrs. Burstein’s z;oqueat i3 that thie mn'ahouid- give har p“get™,a
legal divoros .  She is destitute, foreed %o work for the suppert of fuve shildren

- and in bher desperation would Af sha gould get this diveras =mrry a man who is ;mu in

Mexico and willing to helph shoulder the responsi.ility of raising this femily., 3.

soargely seem able $o ¢ops with this cases It is taxing us mentally and ‘f!.mo_iulii
to capacity.

i S\

The oldest girl Katherine a ehild of fourtesn was mislead t;otero woeouid a
89w her. However we dm‘tho best we gould. We removed her from a houss of
prostitution and sent her to a school in Mexieo Giy. - 8he'was & ehild worth nvingcf
8he knew ncehing of the horrors of what might befall her in future years. One of 'th}l
out gtanding horrors of this childs Wife 1s - statement made by her that this

imetein her stepfather who was permitted to enter the United 8%ates broke intﬁ
£o0m when she was & ghild of ten and they were living in China, We will save tho
414 4f 1t 1o possible to do so.We ask your go-Operation. Had this man oome to m
Paso his terrible record would have prevented his admission to this country. A

Jowish divorce may assist us in solving the problems of shis family.

Youre sincerely,



June 20th 1930

Centro Peneficendin Imraelita de Mexieco,
Onlle Mesve #lla
mc@.’ D. P

My Dear Nrs. ubnict

T am in regei t of your letter in reference to Katherine Burstein

I also Leve a letter with rcference to the same case fr.m Nr. Weinberger. In

order that you understand why we esnt £ e girl to Mexico Oity we want you to know
that we were trying to save an unforttnate ohild from a life wurse than death.
Wo are aprealing to you ne a Mother 0 make this child happy. 8uch a thing has :
nover been known to her before. Her life has been on e of strife and privation

Wo hav wridten to the Hooker Bohool 4o take and educated her, If .hey should -
take her it wou:d be uthout a gent of cost to us. I8 it poseible thai 'our Jewish
brotiers and eisters in lexi.oo éan not do as mught W e L

We bave tukon eare of nwnarona cases sent to us fr-om Mexico City
among them as you my recall the Blattmna and Quttdiener ease. Bother of thos
cages cost us Aarge sume of miney for whioh we were never reembursed. W now want
Jou $0 return us the snme gurtesy an our trsasury here is sadly depleteds

Sineerely yours, .

20 ' _ Nrs. Frack Slabovsky
} F 3 Papartmont of Service for l'orel.gn po:



July 23, 1930.

Oecelia Ragovsky, =
625 Madison Ave,, -
NW York' NQ !0

Dear Miss mlovgkyo-
- ein Case. ; ; 2

! I don®t know why I oannot get better service on this case. I
have requested that some force should be brought to beay to get the Passport
from the husband, also 10 try end force-him to send some little assistanoe
towards the maintanance of hie ohndm.

We are heving no end of trouble with this taxnuy. and I feel that
it will take a master mind to cope with the present situation. The eldest
ohild, Katherine, of whom wve had written you, that we had sent to Mexico City,-
t0 remove her from un immorasl existencs, has been returned to us because the:
Bnai' Brith has ceased to function in Mexico Qity, and we have no one to appeal
t0 at that end of the line, It is most deplorable that there should be no
International affiliation with Mexico Gity, and it 4is about time that either
the Oouncil or some other Organisatiénm of International importance serve our
unfortunate co-religioniste in that Qity. We hear tales of horror, of suffere -
ing and privation, and there have been soveral suicides reported due to star-
vation. I cannot understafid the Bnai® Brith's attitude, and would 1ike you to
interest yourpelf in the cause of suffering humanity in our neighboring countyy.
Wo are doing the best we can et this Border, but it is impossible for us to
reaoh further. Please help me solve this bursttng problem. -

Yours very truly, >

Chairman, Bervice for Foreign Borms

-

-

F2iLG



JEWISH SOCIAL SERVICE BUREAU

OFFICERS: OF LOS ANGELES
ALEXANDER MEYER {Formerly Jewish Aid Society)
PRESIDENT .
EVELYN R. MAGNIN ° 407 Lincoln Building 742 South Hill Street I e T
FIRST VICE-PRESIDENT T ° l op h one T Rinit y 468 ] EXECUTIVE SECRETARY
HARRIET M. BLUMENTHAL , b
SECOND VICE-PRESIDENT Los Angeles, Callforma

PHILIP STEIN
TREASURER

July 24th, 1931

¥r, Jesse Rosoff, Secretary,
El Paso Jewish Belief Society,
Paso, Texas

Dear Mr, Rosoff:= Re: EKathryn, Mike and Joe Rones

We have received your letter dated July 10th and noted thecontents
carefully.

The situation is indeed a serious and & complicated one and one which
our Bureau considers merits the serious consideration of all agencies
who have been in contact with this femily simce their arrival in Mexico.
It occurs to us that some responsibility must be assumed for the eare of
these children and that same plan must be worked out which will look
towards solving their problems.

Throughout your letter, Mr, Rosoff, you indicate over and over again that
neither your agencymwr the Council of Jewlsh Women are willing to assume
any responsibility for these children yet you go on to tell us of the
deplorable eonditions under which the family is living in Juareze You
have also indicated that the children will be stranded if they return
since the mother, who is apparently ppychopathic, is to be tramsported to
the interior of Mexico.

We are writing to ask that you send us at the very earliest moment a complete
report of this family situation including a resume? of the contact the
Council of Jewish Women have had on the case, We understand from Eathryn
that she lived for sometime in the home of Mrse Slabovsky and that she has
been in close contact with the family since their arriveld in Mexico.

We would like to have details regarding the marriage of Kathryn and her
divorce and the incidents which place her in the position of being barred
fram entry to this country under Section 4 referring to prostithtes .

Hes the mother been declared psychopathic and is she being sent to some
institution in the interior of Mexico? We are interewsted also in having
exact information covering the entry of the family to Mexico and in knowing
how Mrs. Rones managed to leave Mexico before the birth of her last child
anl then return again,

Our purpose In asking for this information is to get carrect information on
the status of these children. Since they have found their way here, we feel
that this matter should be cleared. for certainly the matter will be coming

to the attention of agencies again and again until such time as definite action
is taken. The children appear to be nomal, intelligent youngsters in need
of protection and supervision,

We have heard nothing from the immigration authorities as yet but, of course,
will turn the children over to them as soon as they call upon us for their

AFFILIATED WITH
COMMUNITY WELFARE FEDERATION Through the FEDERATION of JEWISH WELFARE ORGANIZATIONS
I. IRVING LIPSITCH, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR




-

delivery, In the meantime, we have placed them in a supervised home where
they are receiving adequate care,

Just how long the children will remain here, we do hot know, Kathryn told us
yesterday that they might all hike back over the week end and Mike has been
anxious to return home for several days, Therefore, we are anxious to
hear fram you at the earliest possible moment before deking any further steps,

We shall certainly comply with eny instructions received fram the immigration
authorities but would appreciate having you give us this canplete information
so that we will bdbe fully informed oh’all phases of the situatione

Thanking you in advance for your courtesy in this conneetion, and assuring you
that our Bureau is alweys ready and willing to cooperate with you, we remain; >

Very truly yours,

JEWISH SOCIAL SERVICE BUREAU

;%u Case Superviscn'
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El Paso Jewish Relief Society
OFFICERS: ORGANIZED 1887, INCORPORATED 1903 DIRECTORS
HAYMON KRUPP. PRESIDENT RABB! MARTIN ZIELONKA
A. H. GOLDSTEIN, VICE PRESIDENT United EW'){ 8l Pasa M gmuun, RABBI JOS. M. ROTH
JOE H. GOODMAN, VICE PRESIDENT HAROLD POTASH
A, SCHWARTZ, TREASURER SEND ALL COMUNICATIONS TO THE SECRETARY, P. O. BOX 740 ELIAS STERNGLANZ
8, RIBMAN, ASSISTANT SECRETARY BEN FARBER
JESSE ROSOFF, SECRETARY EL PASO. TEXAS 1. ERLICH

REUBEN WEINSTEIN

July %0, 193l.

Mrs, Prank Zlabovsky,
1016 0Olive Street,
El Paso, Texas.

My dear Mrs. Zlabovsky:

I am enclosing herewith, letter received from
the Jewish Social Service Bureau of Los Angeles,
regarding certain details coneerning EKathryn,
Mike end Joe Rones. Inasmuch a8 you &re familisr
with this cese, I am referring same for youx
attention, and would appreciste your giving the
jinformation, requested, direct to the Los Angeles
organization.

Phanking you for your cooperation, I am

Sihcerely yours,




July
20%h
1981

Jewish 30ciul Service surean
407 lincoln Building,

742 Rill Street,

Log Angeles, Culifornia:

Att: Fredu Johr.

Jy denr idiss .dohr:

1 am reforring your letter dated July 24th bearing
postuark of July E8Yth, to irs. Frank sleboveky <for
her sttention,inapatnoh as she ia the one most faailiaxr
with the osae.

I gather, from one of the puragrephs of your letter,
that you full to reulisze that Juares ia & foreign aity
in & foreign country, und that our memberahip in the
Comun..1ty Chest organization is as an %1 Pago, lexes
Relief orgauiszation, aund not one for work in iexigo.
Regardless of the werit of Guses elsewhere, we find

ourg2lves limited to charity fur loeacl cuses only.

frusting that sra. <laboweky will give imediute
attention to your inuiry, I am

Vary truly yours,

Jesse Hosofl,
3ecretary.

JR fum










DEPARTMENT OF SERVICE FOR FOREIGN BORN
Che National Counril of Jewish Women

INCORPORATED
=FEB -BRGADWAY-~ NEW YORK
625 Madison Avemue
FROM Cgoflia Razovsky RATE July 23, 1930
T®  Mrs. Frank Zlabovsky SUBJECT  Mrs. Bella Burstéin
El Paso Section

We enclose copy of report from our NY Section. Is it at all possible
to get birth certificates for the children? These might contain the nrme of the
father.

Baturally, as Mr. Burstein oontinuo‘z‘:o deny that he was ever married
to this woman, and since we cammot force him to go before a rabbi to arrange about the
ghet, I really do not see whet we can do in this case,

Our NY Seotion is interested and wants to help, but we must have more
doouments to frighten Mr, Burstein in taking aotion,

o "--.-".
CR :MK
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DEPARTMENT OF SERVICE FOR FOREIGN BORN
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TELEPHONE

STUYVESANT 9388 THE CITY OF NEW YORK

July 28, 1930

CECILIA RAZOVSKY
SECRETARY

Mrs. Frank Zlabovsky
Council of Jewish Women
1016 Olive Street

El Paso, Texas

Be: Balls Burstein
Dear Mrs. Zlebovsky:

You are presemting two problems both very important in
your letter of July 23rd. Your first letter is with referemce to
the Burstein case. You understand there is very little we can do
to force Mr. Burstein. We have no proof; no merriage certificate;
no birth certificate; no papers to back up owr statemente-if w
should teke this man into Court, What we can do is threat Our
New York section will continmue its efforts but you mmst kmow that
it is not a question of our failure to wish to cooperate.

I notice in your letter of June 20th, you say that you
have in your files & letter from Shanghai verifying the legal marriage
between your client and Mr. Burstein. We geem to have & copy of that
letter you refer to in our files signed by the Secretary of a Synogoguse.
I doubt very mich whether this peper would hold water before a Court
The statements made by the two men who claim they were present at the
"Shtillah Chupa" are not even backed up by affidavits. We will continue
our efforts to try to get the .

I will discuss with you the second point raised im your letter
on another sheet.

Sincerely yours,

Cecilia Bazovsky
Executive Director
CR:G
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August 19tk, 1930,

Cecelia Ranoveky,
625 Madison Ave.,
New York Gity, ¥. x:o 0
My dear Miss Ragovskyse
Re-_Bolla Burstoin.

At I am enclosing herewith three Jewish letters, which are
solf explanatory. 2

¢ dc difficult to kmow just how £0 handle this onses

Katherine has taken the road of least resistance, and we are uneble . .

40 save her. If you oan find & solution to this problem, ploase
advise me, and I will be glad $0 abide by your instructiouns.

an; you, I an
=T Yours very trulys

A
ST

£l

Ghalreen, Bervice for Forelga Bom.

1016 Olive Bty
ll Pago, Texas, £

T o4 4

F2:10 ;
(ENOS8) - 3 p
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Decembsr 26, 1930

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Mrs. Frank Zlabovsky
Council of Jewish Women
1016 Olive Street

El Paso, Texas

Re: Bella Burstein

My dear Mrs. Zlabovsky:

We did not answer your last letter regarding the above ocase,
as there was just nothing to say. The case is tragic beyond
words, but how the problem is ever going to be solved is more

that we can say. Our local section has been making eve effort
to locate Mr. Burstein, but thus far without sucoegs. e

Sincerely yours,

524

Merle Henoch

Bureau of International Case Work
MH:ER



FOR YOUR INFORMATION

October 29,1931,

"Rabbi Joseph M.Roth
Congregation B'nai Zion
Bl Paso,Texas Re. Burstein,F.1478

My. dear Rabbl Roth:

Your letter of September 29th regarding Abram and
Bella Burstein has been turned over to our organization by the
FHational Desertion Bureau.

This case has besn handled through our New ‘!;rk
office for a long time, in fast, since 1627, We have seen the
husband time and again, He tolls us that the four children are
not his cehildren, However,if he were making any money, we would
insist that he send some monsy to the wife and ohildren, In
1929, he wms working and earning fifty dollare smonth, At that i
time he said he gould not send any money to the ohildren in whom§
he seid he was interested because they are olever, However,in
the last year he has moved and we have been unsble to find him,
Ye will try sagain to looate him and we will write you and
Nrg,Zlaboveky and let you imow if we have any success.

Sincerely yours,

Cecllia Rasoveky
Exesutive Direotor



THE BROOEKLYN SOCIETY
FOR THE

PREVENTION OF CRUELTY TO CHILDREN

INCORFORATED 1880

OFFICE AND TEMPORARY SHELTER FOR CHILDREN
ADRIAN VAN SINDEREN

PRESIDENT 105 SCHERMERHORN STREET CHARLES H. WARNER

H. U. SILLECK BUPT. AND ATTORKEY
SBECRRTARY BROOKLYN, N. Y. L s

RICHARD S. MAYNARD TELEPHONE TRIANORLE 3-7600

TREASURER

REFER TO CAsE No. 87500

Re: RODES August 19, 193z,

sh Relief Scciety,
P,0. Box 740,
El Pamso, Texas,

Attention Jesse Rusoff,
Dear Sirgs

Michael Rones, agea 15, claiming that he lives at 304 Callejom ™A™, Juaresz,
Mexlao, was brought to our Shelter at 10 pP,M,, August 18, 193z by Patrolman
Janes Rooney of the 67th Precinct, Officer Rooney founa this boy at the
corner of Cbhureh Avenus ana E, 34th Street, this City at or about 7 p.M,
The boy told the atory that he had came fram Juarez, Mexico to visit an
aant, Mrs. L., Langer, whom he stated resices at 136 E, 34th jireet, this
City, but when he callea at that aauress he founa that the family was al-
legea to hawe moved,

Patrolman Janes Rooney appearea before the Chilarem's Court of this County
this merning and alleged that this chila was a neglected chila ana the
chila was rananaea to our Society for investigation.

When the child was interviewed in our ghelter he statea that his father,
Meyer Hones, 18 dead and that sometime later his mother married Abraham
Berngtein at Shanghai , China; that fram the first marriage there were four
cbi ldren, namely Louls £0, who 1s supposea t0 ve scmewhere im Brooklym,
New York, but the address is umkmown to Michael; George 18, who is supposea
to be in Shanghai, China; GCatherine 17, who is supposea to be with the
mother at Juares and of course Michael, who ie in this City with us, From
the marriage with ir, Bernstein there were four chilaren, Pearl 9, Joseph
8, both of whom are with the mother in Juares, Mexico; Rivoli 6, who is
supposed t0 be in Shanghai and Elka 5, with the mother in Juares.

Michael stated that his mother operates a second hand store at the address
glven in Juarezs and that they have been living there for about five years,
Michael statea that he left his hame in Juaresz on August 5th ana atated
that he was going to visit his aunt in Brooklym, for the purpose of seek-
ing aid; he having alleged that his stepfather aisappeared anda at the time
of his disappearance took $20,000, from his mother., Michael stated that
his mother gave him {2.00 and coulu not give him more because of her finan-
cial conaltion, gave him a plature of herself, the address of his aunt ana
the address of his brother Louis, Michael stated that the mother gave him

THIS SOCIETY HAS NO OFFICIAL CONNECTION WITH ANY OTHER ORGANIZATION AND ITS WORK IS WITHIN THE BOROUGH OF
BROOKLYN ITS PURPOSE IS TO MAINTAIN BY EVERY PROPER MEANS ALL THE RIGHTS OF CHILDHOOD.
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her ploture 80 that his aunt, whan he never saw, would recogunize his mother
as being her sister,

Michgel stated that he hitch-hiked all the way ana arrived aAugust 18th, He
attenptea to locate his brother Louls &t 610 Bay Strecet, Brooklyn, N, Y.,
but without success, He then atatea that he went to 136 B, 34th Street to
locate Mrs, Langer, but he found that the pedple who resiae at 136 &, 34th
Street were on vacation.

Michael does not know where he was bornm nor daoes he xnow his birthaay, but
states he is 15 years of age. He further states that his mother appliea %o
some Social gService Organization at 1016 (Olive Street, El Paso, Texas ana
that a woman by the name of Loboveka connected with that organization was
interested in the mother, but we were unable %0 fina any trace of any Sooial
Service Organization in the current directories at that aaareéss,

The Missing Persons Bureau of the New York Police Pepartmant were notified
that the boy was in our Shelter ana they ure tfollowing wp this case through
police channels,

The Children's Gourt of this Couny has rsnanuea this boy to our Shelter
until August 26th and in view of this fact we woula ask that you sena one
0f y.ur workera %0 the hane amadress as given by this boy, investigaie the
home conaitions unaer which this chila lives ana try to0 make sone arrange-
ments with his famlly for the return of Michael to0 his hame,

Appreciating an early reply ana assuring you of our cooperation at all times,

william L, Vetter,
B65/02 Asaigtant Supt,
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Aug,
25th
1932

Mrs, Frank Zlabovaky
1016 Olive Street
El Paso, Texas.

My dear Mrs, Zlabovsky:

I am enclosing herewith a letter from the
Brooklyn Society for the Prevention of
Cruelty to Children concerning Hichael
Rones.

Inasmuch a8 you have handled the Rones
case and are familiar with the history,
I am referring same for your attention,
and would appreciate your giving the
information requested direet to the
Brooklyn organizatiocn,

Thanking you for your cooperation, I am

Sincerely,

JR;H

encl,



¥r, Williem L, Vetter,
Ass'i Buperintendant,
Brooklyn Soc, Prev. Cruelty fto Children,
105 Schermerhorn Street,
Brooklyn, New Yomi.
RE: MICHAEL RONES
Case No, 87500
Dear Sirt

{gaicémwtim with the mﬂg::tw - wéah tg advise iy
1016 Olive Street, Bl Pasc, Texes, for attentiom, 3
Thic organisation %o whish Michhel had reference to
18 the Couhwell of Jewish Women, of which Mys, Zla

12 the ocial Service hend, She will doubtlesaly give
you the information for vhigh you sak,

Yours very traly,

Jesnse Rosolf,
. % £ ®

IR

e l.



National @ounril of Jewish Women

625 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK CITY

FRom: larla Henoch paTe: April 12, 1985
. ’ [
to: Mrs. Frank Zlabovsky SUBJECT: Bella Burstein

El Paso

I believe we have told you that we simply cannct
locate Abraham Burstein. Any action the immigration authorities
wish to take will have to be done wlth Mr. Bursteln out of the
picture. HNot only we cannot logate him but he denies relation-
ship, he 18 a worthless sort of a character and hss no money.

What could we ever do with him if we got h%

d



S

ol T -

april 17, 1933,

Miss Merle Henoch
625 Madison Ave.
Rew York N.Y,. - Rej Abrem Bursteinj

Dear Hiss Henochj !
Just for your informatiom if it were possible that the Immigratien
Depte oould reach Abraham Burstein they would the gather the entire femily to-
gether and deport to Poland because Mr. Burstein entered the Ue8. on a Polish

Passport. .
Yours truly,

-

P.8. A6 matters stand the family who are now held in detention will be turned loose
end if Mr. Buretein is bad I can assure you that the rest of the family is worse

a 80 you will know whth what we shall have to contend.



Rational Council of Fewish THomen

625 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK CITY

FROM DEPARTMENT OR OFFICE OF: Cecilia Razovsky DATE: Hay 2, 1985

TO:

Mrs. Frank Zlabovsky SUBJECT: Burstein, Belle
1016 Olive Street
El Peso, Texas

£ »
S
What has happened to Bella Burstein? Was she admitted and where
is she now? Do you suppose it will be possible for us to send Michael to her?
As you know, he is now in New York under the care of the New York Section which
has temporarily placed him in the Homeless Men's Department of the Jewish Socisal
Service Associetion. We feel Michasel should be with his mother. What do you

suggest?

Pl I saw your charming dsughter the other evening and we had & very nice
time together. I hope she will visit me again very soon.



A T S

Rej Pella Burstein

I 40 not know where to begin with this most distressing
case I had the misfortune to contrct. Mrs. Burstein and her three chi}dnn ages,
10, 6, 3, are held in detention here in El Paso, and have been given leave of volune
tary departure. The Dept. tried to get her back to m;xico and Mexico absolutely
refuses to accept her. They are being housed and fed by the Immigration Depte and
they want to get rid of them. ! ‘ ;
Hre Millican the Immigration !napeotor’has made thie pré-
position that thay wiil give the woman transportation to San Francisso if we will
pay her passage $0 aha.nghai China. 4s you know ehe has two boys in Haw York Mike and
George and her daughter mtie is living a 1ife of prostitution in Juaroz Mexhico. Her
husband is some where in New York.
¥hen this woman and her brood were in &etontion in E1
Pago four yeras ago she cost this Jewish Community-§§8Q400~ $200.,00, We got her back
to Jugrez and theﬁ she went to Mexico City. She left three children in Mexico City ad
end with the two younger ones went back to Ghina, After giving birth to another child
she 80ld the older child to & French fanmily and with her baby in arms and the two
yesr 0ld she returmed to Mexico City and to Juares.
Mr. Millican is trying to rid the Department of this br
burden and I cannot see where we would be justified in spending the large sum of




=

money it would take for passage to China when we do not know that China would ace
cept them.

There is only one thing left for the Dept. and that is to parole her

as the Dept; in New York did Mike and George and I enm quite sure thet her next move -
will be New Yorke )

With reference;o ¥ike I would strongly advise that you turn hinm loose ad
and let him shift for himself. He m.be;n to Gal. twvice sinoce his parole and this
1s his second trip to New York. For your information the Dept. in MNew York 'ggve him
a mental test and' tomd.'hi.m psychepathic.As to his soming to hie Mother they do not
want eachother and the only time we shall be' free of thie moet undesiroble femily
is 1f we can send them to some South m Isle where they eould never come backe

If you olin advise me what o do in & ocace such ae this I shall be glad
to follow your instructioms.

Yours truly,

Mrs. Frank Xlaboveky, Field Bxecutive.
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May 13, 1933,

Mrs. Frank 4dlabovsky
1016 Olive Street
El Paso, Texas

Dear Mrs. Zlabovsky:

Your letter of the 10th instant in
re Mrs. Bella Burstein and children, D. L.
55833/75, received today. We immediately ex-
amined the file at the Department and found
that they are all in this country illegally
and their deportation is compulsory. Deporta-
tion was ordered to Mexico but Mexico would
not readmit them. Poland also refused to grant
a passport and they, accordingly, have recently
been ordered deported to China at Government
expense. They all came recently from China to
Mexico and then entered the United States.
There is, therefore, nothing further that we
could do except to reassure you that your local
charities need not pay their transportation to
San Francisco or to China as all of this will
be defrayed. by the Government.

We realize, of course, that there is
considerable hardship in sending these people
to China, but the woman has been living in
China, evidently has friends or relatives
there, and her present young children were
born in China.

Yours very truly,

Headquarters:
Hias Building
425-437 Lafayette St.
New York

IN WM\ |

ISIDORE HERSHFIELD

Counsel
JH: BX v
OFFIOCES .
Foreign:
Washington, D, C. " Poland Lithuania Harbin, China Cuba
D: Berli South America .
Ellis Island, N. Y. H. %:wh P:rn‘!.lc o n I u e I




MEMORANDUM ON BURSTEIN FAMILY

BEILA BURSTEIN, age 45, and children KATIE, age 13, MICHAEL, age
11, Pauline, age 6, JOSEPH age 4 and RIVA, age 2, first entered th
United Staten on or about S8eptember 29, 1827 near Ban Flizario or
Fabens, Texas, Mrs, Burstein born in Vilna Russia, now Poldnd|
had 1lived in China for about fifteen years just prior to her entry
into Mexico about March, 1937, Claimed that all six children
were born in China but subsequent evidence shows that only the
four youngest were born in China,

Through efforts of the Council of Jewish Women permission was se-
cured for the departure of all aliens voluntarily on October 37,
1927. They returned to Juarez, Mexico.

Mike has been running back and forth across the line for many years,
made one trip to Los Angeles and was returned to El Paso by Jewish
charitable organizations, then made one trip to New York and was
taken into custody by the New York authorities. He is under de-
portation proceedings at the present time; was released on his own
recognizance and returned to El paso some two months ago; is now
#gain in New York and has been certified by Government physicians
as being mentally deficient or psycopathic.

It is understood that Beila Burstein and her children went to China
subsequent to her arrest and returned to Mexico, remained there ongy
a short time then came to the United Btates again. The oldest girl
Katie is now a prostitute in Juarez, Beila Burstein aceompanied by
the children, Pauline, Jose and Elke again entered the United States
near San Elizario, Texas on February 21, 1933, Owing to inability
to secure evidence of nationality, Polish officials have refused

to issue passports for her return to Poland and unless some arrange
ment is made to assist this woman in lea d ng the United States,

it will be necessary to turn her and her three children aloose

upon private charity. It is unknown whether the mother is mentally
deficient herself or just plain mean and ugly but probably both.

The woman had in her possession the following documents which are
in the possession of the Immigration Service and which will be
transmitted to the Commissioner of Immigration at 8an Francisco,
California for the purpose of securing permission from the Ohlnese
authorities for her return to China: Chinese passport #2682 issuea
at Shanghai Ohina October 35, 1928, which was of course issued after
her return to Ohina from Mexico, which passport apparently covers
Mike and Moses or Moishe. It is understood that the last named
was either sold or given away before she left China for Mexico :
the second time. The passport is limited to six months and & there
fore not valid at the present time for her teturn to China. 4&nd
also the following documents: Jewish Synagogue birth certificates
showing the birth of Perl or Pauline, February 3, 1931; Joseph,
March 8, 1833; Moses or Moishe, January 13, 1926 and Elke April
29, 1938 all apparently born in Shanghai. These documents are

to be forwarded to the Commissioner of Immigration, San Francisco,




California, immediately by the El Paso office and such ocooperation
is requested as can be afforded by interested organizations in
dealing with the Chinese authorities for the return of these aliens
to China, Beila Burstein has a married son and other relatives
living in China, whom she desires to join. Apparently the child,
RIVA  who accomnanled her mn her first entry at E1 Paso is the child
Elke born in 1928,

This woman will undoubtedly be a charge on charity with all of her
children as long as she remains in the United States and she will
remain in the United States unless authority can be secured for her
departure to China.




Postal Telegraph oo

s ntnd by wgnal it cheek o & the addoas.
THE INTERNATIONAL SYSTEM

Commercial Al America
Cables i Cables

pog 28 DL 3B MAY i3 M 11 50
WB WASHINGTON DC 13 120P :

MRS FRANK ZLABOVSKY
46
1016 OLIVE ST ELPASO TEX
BURSTEIN FAMILY ORDERED DEPORTED CHINA AT GOVERNMENT EXPENSE
STOP LOCAL JEWISH CHARITIES NEED NOT CONTRIBUTE ANYTHING STOP
WILL BE MOVED WITH DEPORTATION PARTY ON FIFTEENTH STOP LETTER
FOLLOWS '
1SIDORE MERSHFIELD.
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