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The View

From the Hill...

Just as NOVA was being prepared
for the printer, we received the news,
on August 11, of the death of one of
the University’s stalwarts, Mike Brum-
below, at age 71. We asked our friend
Jim Bowden, UTEP’s Director of Inter-
collegiate Athletics and a close friend
and associate of Mike’s for nearly 30
years, to write a eulogy on Mike for
NOVA. We are most grateful to Jim
for writing the following for us:

“It is with great emotional turmoil
that I undertake to write about Mike
Brumbelow, one of my very dearest
friends. On the one hand I can think
of nothing I would rather do than tell
the world about Mike, but I am so sad-
dened by his passing that the words
come forth only with great difficulty.

“Mike Brumbelow’s record as the
Head Football Coach at Texas Western
College speaks for itself. What is not a
matter of record and is known only to
those fortunate enough to have been
closely associated with Mike, is the in-
fluence he exerted in making our com-
munity a better place in which to live.

“Mike’s ties with this University
were not severed when he resigned here
to accept a position with El Paso Nat-
ural Gas Company. As a matter of fact,
I have long thought he left the Univer-
sity because he felt he would be in a
position to help more from the outside.
As was usually the case, his decision
was a wise one and I cannot think of a
single individual who was more active
in the promotion of this University as
a whole, and the athletic department
specifically, than he.

“During the 27 years I had the privi-
lege of knowing Mike Brumbelow, he
never failed to come to the assistance
of his friends when they needed him.
He was brim-full of ideas and I never
knew him to have a bad one. He had
the unique faculty of being able to find
the root of a problem and in his inimit-
able fashion, offer a workable solution
to it. His great sense of humor, enthu-
siastic outlook on life and ability to
laugh at himself, presented a singular
personality I have long admired and
wished I could emulate.

“Mike Brumbelow was my friend
and as such exerted a considerable in-
fluence on my life, especially so these
past few years. His counsel and advice
have been invaluable to me and I shall
sorely miss him. He was my constant
source of inspiration.

“From the long list of Mike’s friends
there must be any number who could
have done much better than I in this
effort to pay tribute to a loved one.
None, however, could have felt more
honored than I for having this oppor-
tunity, nor felt more humble and sin-
cere. Certainly I am not alone in feeling
the loss of our friend and loved one, for
his loss to this community is immea-

surable. All of us share in the sorrow of
his family and all of us extend our
heartfelt sympathy to them.

“Let us all take comfort in the knowl-
edge that Mike Brumbelow lived a full
and valuable life. And our lives, in
turn, have been the better for his hav-
ing occupied a place in them.”

Editor’s Note: Mike Brumbelow was
a native of Jacksboro, Texas, born there
on July 13, 1906. His coaching career
before coming to Texas Western in
1950 included work at the Lufkin,
Texas, high school, University of Mis-
sissippi and Texas Christian University.
He coached at El Paso High in 1931-32
after his graduation from TCU where
he was an All-Southwest Conference
guard and helped TCU win the South-
west Conference in 1928. At Texas
Western, succeeding Jack Curtice as
Miner coach, Brumbelow served seven
seasons, winning 44 games and losing
24 and tying four. His Miners beat
Southern Mississippi and Florida State
and lost only to George Washington in
three Sun Bowl engagements. His Min-
ers won the old Border Conference
championship in 1956.

He was a tireless civic leader, an in-
comparable after-dinner speaker, and a
man who left many permanent marks
of progress on the community—among
them the Sun Bowl Stadium, a project
on which he worked ceaselessly until
the bond issue for it was passed and the
facility opened in 1961.

Mike was inducted into the El Paso
Athletic Hall of Fame in 1964 and is
also a member of the TCU Athletic Hall
of Fame.
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On the back cover will be seen a large
and incomprehensible mess. What we
have here, folks, is 535 NOVA back
covers—the cover containing your mail-
ing label—which the post office has sent
us from the last issue of the magazine.
These represent NOVA recipients who
moved and failed to notify us of their
new address. The mess you see depicted
represents a cash money loss to us. At
25¢ for each change of address supplied
by the post office, the 535 returns add
up to $133.75. Add to that the 25¢ the
magazine costs in printing along and
you have another $133.75—total of
$267.50. This does not, of course, count
the original postage it took to send the
magazine out to the addresses which
535 recipients failed to tell us were de-
funct.

What is incomprehensible about all
this is that of that 535 returns, 172 of
them were from within El Paso: alums
who moved to new addresses within this
city. How much trouble can it be to
send a postcard to us telling us of your
new address? Every one of those we get
saves us a minimum of 50¢, insures
that you will receive the magazine and

altogether prevents this costly and
cumbersome hassle.

Please use the change of address cou-
pon in the back of the magazine—or
one like it—when you move, and send
it to us in advance of your move so that
we can keep our books in order, send
you your magazine and save ourselves
a headache and an increasing loss of
funds.

*x X %X X

Warmest congratulations to our 1977
Outstanding Ex, George McBride and
don’t fail to check with Jim Peak’s office
(Development) on any Homecoming
questions you might have. Read your
schedule and above all, plan to attend
as many events as you can.

—DALE L. WALKER

Mike Brumbelow
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Outstanding Ex
for 1977

Energy,
0il, &
George
McBride

by Nancy Hamilton

Arab oil embargos and the energy
crisis were not household terms when
George B. McBride went into petroleum
exploration in 1948. The gas rationing
of World War II was past and Texas
still had plenty of undiscovered oil
fields.

No career held more promise for a
young man with a new Bachelor of
Science degree than that of geologist in
the oil-rich Permian Basin. “When I
graduated from the College of Mines, I
came to Midland to begin learning the
oil and gas business,” he says. “I was
able to gain a wealth of experience and
was fortunate enough to be in on some

of the major discoveries of that time. I
started in geology, but I ended up in
finance.”

Since 1965 McBride has been presi-
dent of Freeport Oil Company, which
explores for, finds, and sells oil and gas.
From his modest office in Midland, he
keeps in touch with activities in his
industry around the world, and often
takes business trips to various parts of
the United States and several foreign
countries. ;

Between business duties, he always
finds time to sandwich in help on proj-
ects that will benefit UT El Paso, espe-
cially the Department of Geological
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The morning jog.

With daughter Katie: a golf lesson.

Sciences, and for his continuing interest
in the University as well as for his
personal achievements, McBride was
chosen the 1977 Outstanding Ex-Stu-
dent.

After nearly 30 years in the oil and
gas business, he has seen it change from
something Americans scarcely noticed
to a daily headline-maker. Yet, even
with the attention from the press in
recent years, the industry is vastly mis-
understood by the general public, con-
tends McBride.

“When I first went to work in oil
and gas exploration, business people
hardly knew what we were talking
about,” he recalls. “Now it is one of the
most critical of American industries.
Every day on the news we hear about
the shortage. The contribution of the

2

petroleum geologist in making it pos-
sible to find oil and gas — the cost and
the skill it takes — are lost in the con-
troversy of the press which highly ex-
aggerates the profits of this business.”

Despite the pressures of his work,
McBride is a youthful 56-year-old ex-
ecutive with friendly brown eyes and
graying dark hair. His trim appearance
1s due 1n part to his habit of daily jog-
ging, which he started years before it
became fashionable. Soft-spoken and
even-tempered, he is distressed by
charges that the oil and gas shortage
has been contrived by the industry it-
self. “The fuel shortage last winter was
very real,” he affirms. “This is just the
beginning. Reserves are one thing; de-
liverability is something else. The situa-
tion will become worse and worse be-
cause the shortage is grimmer than even
the pessimists are saying, and the costs
are becoming much greater.”

In the early years of his career, he
was involved in several major oil and
gas discoveries in West Texas. “But
there are no more gushers like you see
in the movies,” he says regretfully.

Since he became president of Free-
port Oil in 1965, the company has been
involved in a dozen new oil and gas
discoveries, with the Mills Ranch field
the most significant. The discovery
well was drilled in Wheeler County,
Texas, in 1972, in a geological province
known as the Anadarko Basin which
covers portions of the Texas Panhandle
and Oklahoma. Nine producing wells
have been completed, one of them the
deepest commercially producing well
in the world at more than 25,000 feet.

Freeport Oil also has interests in off-
shore o1l and gas projects in the Gulf of
Mexico off Louisiana and the Pacific
Ocean off California. An Atlantic Coast
interest, described in the parent Free-

port Minerals Company annual report
for 1976, is indicative of the cost of
exploration these days — and why Mec-
Bride describes himself as starting in
geology but ending up in finance. Free-
port was in a group of bidders on three
tracts awarded by the Department of
the Interior off the New Jersey coast.
Freeport paid some $5.6 million as its
share of the bonus plus $800,000 more
for its share of pre-sale geophysical and
geological costs. Drilling had been
planned for 1977 but was delayed
because of a federal court decision that
the lease sale had not received appro-
priate Interior Department environ-
mental impact consideration.

In recent years, the parent company
and Freeport Oil have invested more
than $51 million in offshore lease bo-
nuses in which they hold varying per-
centages of interest. They are writing
off about $10 million per year against
a number of offshore leases. Because of
the heavy lease amortization costs, com-
bined with high cost of drilling and
geophysical work, the oil and gas acti-
vities of Freeport sustained an overall
loss during 1976.

“The easy and prolific fields have all
been found,” says McBride. New fields
can be developed only at enormously
greater costs than in the past, as in the
case of extremely deep wells, offshore
drilling, or transporting the product
over long distances as with the Alaska
pipeline (in which his company has no
interest). In this situation, the cost to
consumers still continues to increase
while the supply diminishes, asserts
McBride.

He considers that one of the villains
in the present picture is the kind of dis-
tributor who sees a chance for immedi-
ate profit and pumps a field dry as
quickly as possible in order to satisfy
consumer demand. For a person like
UTEP’s 1977 Outstanding Ex, who has
spent years developing the know-how to
locate gas fields, the abuse of the re-
serves 1s unconscionable. He hastens to
add that he does not number El Paso
Natural Gas among the offenders.

“In one discovery with which I was
associated,” he says, “the producer was
pumping gas so fast, in response to the
demands of the distributor, that you
could literally feel the ground shake. If
the gas had been removed at a more
reasonable rate it could have lasted
much longer, but a market was devel-
oped for it and the customers were
waiting. I don’t know what those cus-
tomers will do when that supply runs
out in the immediate future.”

The industry established the MER,
“Most Efficient Rate,” as a gauge of
ability to produce as a means of protect-
ing the reservoirs. “In natural gas,” he
says, ‘“once you can prove it damages
the reservoir to pump too fast, it is too
late. But fields that have deliverability
are being gutted in today’s market.”
Political considerations often hamper
the industry’s efforts to conserve, he
adds.

Along with increasing public pres-
sure to produce fuel, the industry is



coming under more and more state and
federal regulations and facing lawsuits.
Some of these actions tend to slow down
the industry’s ability to move in re-
sponse to demand, McBride feels.

“People now talk about reserves,” he
explains, “We find these are spread
thin to the point that it is uneconomic
to drill unless you can double the price
to be able to make a profit. Costs of pipes
labor, and just about everything con-
nected with producing gas and oil are
going up astronomically. A well that
would have cost $3 million to $3.5 mil-
lion four years ago would cost about $9
million now drilled and completed.”

Although his business has become
“the biggest political football in a long
time,” McBride hopes that alternatives
can be developed to offset what he con-
siders the uncalled-for waste of natural
gas in past years. Due to government
action, natural gas prices were kept arti-
ficially low for years, starting in 1955,
enabling eastern industries to use large
quantities of the fuel at minimal cost.
“It has been too cheap for too long in
contrast with costs of other minerals,”
he notes.

If the price of natural gas had not
been held so low for years, coal and oth-
er materials would have been brought
into use instead, he feels. “Now there is
a hue and cry for deregulation. I see it
as a political ploy. I believe in free
enterprise, but I think gas and oil would
go down under deregulation instead of
up. At least you would know, when
spending money on exploration, what to
expect in two or three or four years in
the way of income.”

The backbone of the future, he says,
is coal, but freighting it will become the
heaviest cost item. “Restrictions on coal
obviously have to be removed. We have

their procedure is highly efficient for
the consumer. In a time of rising pro-
duction costs, the ultimate price to the
consumer should be a factor in such
decisions, he feels.

McBride, who was born in 1921 in
San Angelo, Texas, grew up near Eden
on a ranch in Concho County. He was
a 1939 graduate of Eden High and
helped arrange his class reunion last
August 20. Of the 22 remaining in the
25-member class, he located 21 who ex-
pected to attend. In June, when he was
interviewed by NOVA, he was practic-
ing piano accompaniment for such hits
of his high school years as “Three Little
Fishes.”

During World War II he served as a
pilot and navigator, flying the Hump
between India and China for two years.
It was that experience — “I bailed out a
couple of times over China and saw
quite a bit of interesting topography as
I walked over it” — which decided him
on changing his career plans from elec-
trical engineering to geology. He is still
a member of the Hump Pilots Associa-
tion and holds the Distinguished Flying
Cross, Air Medal, China Medal and
other decorations.

He had attended San Angelo Junior
College, the University of California at
Berkeley and Stanford. After the war,
aiming for a geology career, he found
that his home state’s top school in that
field was at El Paso, so he enrolled at
the College of Mines.

Scores of veterans had flocked to the
college. “They had so many men com-
ing in,” he recalls, “they had no dorm
space for them so they assigned me and
others to the first floor of Worrell
Hall, the girls’ dorm. Dr. Anton Berk-
man made sure the proprieties were ob-
served.” The late Dr. Berkman, long-

“The fuel shortage last winter

was very real ...

The situation will become worse
and worse because the shortage
is grimmer than even the
pessimists are saying ... ”

a lot of coal, estimated at a 500- to 800-
year supply.” As for other energy
sources, McBride feels that El Paso
could become “the solar energy capital
of the world, but it will be a long time
before that becomes practical. If new
energy developments over the next dec-
ade or two keep up with growth, it will
be on the order of a miracle.” Nuclear
breeders “certainly will be needed with
enerfy consumption increasing at a
rapid rate directly related to oil,” he
adds.

As for efforts in recent years to break
up major oil companies which handle
the process from the wellhead to the
filling station pump, McBride believes
it would make supply extremely diffi-
cult to fragment such businesses, since

time head of the Department of Biolog-
ical Sciences, was a familiar figure to
dorm residents.

At one point there were so many
veterans they ended up four men to a
room in the dorm. “One of my three
roommates used to toot a trumpet every
evening, to the distraction of another
roommate. But no matter what the
other roommate said — and he had a
rare gift for foul language — the trum-
pet player never stopped.”

McBride, trying to make up for col-
lege time lost while in the service, took
26 hours one semester. “Dean C. A.
Puckett had the philosophy that if a
student wanted to work that hard, he’d
let him,” he says. And McBride was
able to carry if off, being elected to
Alpha Chi, honorary scholastic frater-
nity. He also was in Sigma Gamma
Epsilon, earth sciences fraternity, and
the Scientific Club.

He and his wife, the former Robin
Ferlet, met on a blind date for a school
dance. She lived on the top floor of
Worrell Hall. Her parents, Mr. and
Mrs. L. D. Ferlet, still reside on a farm
near Anthony in the Rio Grande valley
just north of El Paso.

Among the many professors McBride
recalls fondly are Dr. Howard Quinn
and Dr. Lloyd Nelson, mainstays of the
Geology Department during his student
days. Dr. Nelson’s son, L. A. Nelson, is
president of National Potash Company,
headquartered in New York, a sister
firm of Freeport Oil.

But his main interest was geology.
“You could look out a classroom win-
dow and see a lot of interesting geol-
ogy,” he says. “You hear little kids say
they want to be a physician or a lawyer
so they can help people, but you don’t
hear them talking about being a petro-
leum geologist. We help people, too, but
no one realized how much until the
energy crisis came about.

After graduation he went to work for
Standard Oil at Midland and married
Robin, who had graduated in 1947 with
a degree in Spanish. In 1949 he joined
the Texas Gulf Producing Company as
a district geologist and in 1951 he be-
came division exploration manager for
the Louisiana Land and Exploration
Company, still in Midland. He was
transferred to the company headquar-
ters in New Orleans in 1954 as chief

Robin and George
Mc-Bride with their
daughter, Mrs. John
Birkelbach and grand-
son David.



geologist. He resigned that position to
return to Midland to open an explora-
tion office for the Oil and Gas Division
of Freeport Sulphur Company.

In 1960 McBride became vice presi-
dent of the Mississippi River Corpora-
tion in New Orleans, directing explora-
tion activities. Then he rejoined the
Freeport organization in 1965 as presi-
dent of Freeport Oil. He also is vice
president of Freeport Sulphur Company
for which he directs sulphur explora-
tion. While Freeport Oil has activities
in several states, many of its interests
are found around the Permian Basin of
West Texas. Thus when McBride be-
came president, he found it convenient
to move the main office from New
Orleans to Midland, one of the top five
oil centers in the country.

The parent company began in 1912
when it extracted sulphur from the cap-
rock above the Bryan Mound saltdome
near Freeport, Texas. The town was
founded by the company which in-
spired its name. In its growth, the firm
changed from Freeport Sulphur to Free-
port Minerals, and the Bryan Mound
dome has long since been depleted of
sulphur. In the meantime a family of
divisions and subsidiaries has grown up:
Freeport Sulphur Company, producing
sulphur from mines in Louisiana and
off its coast; Freeport Chemical Com-
pany, producing phosphoric acid in
Louisiana; National Potash, mining
and processing potash near Carlsbad,
New Mexico; Freeport Indonesia Incor-
porated, producing copper concentrates
in the Republic of Indonesia; Freeport
Queensland Nickel, Incorporated, a 50-
percent participant in a joint venture
mining nickel and cobalt ore and oper-
ating a processing plant near Queens-
land, Australia; Freeport Oil, exploring

The McBrides: Standing, L-R, Katie, Diana;
Seated, George and Robin.
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for oil and gas in and offshore the
United States; Freeport Kaolin Com-
pany, mining and processing kaolin
clay in Georgia; Freeport Exploration
Company, exploring for minerals main-
ly in the U.S.; Freeport Uranium Re-
covery Company, building facilities to
recover uranium oxide from phosphoric
acid at Freeport Chemical’s plant; Free-
port Research and Development Com-
pany, investigating mineral processing
techniques and conducting other re-
search in Louisiana; Freeport of Aus-
tralia, Incorporated, engaging in min-
eral exploration and mining of nickel
ore in Western Australia; and Freeport
Coal Company, studying development
of coal in Colorado.

McBride finds his position one that
offers the advantages of both a small
company and a large organization: He
has flexibility in decision-making char-
acteristic of a small company, but his
employees enjoy group benefits because
of their affiliation with a larger organi-
zation.

His Midland location has kept him in
touch with many of his fellow Mines-
UTEP graduates over a period of years.
“I think nearly all the geologists from
my graduation class settled here,” he
says. “Among them are Al Schiemenz
who maintains an office here, Tracy
Clark and Russell Cotton. Bill Mew-
horter, also a UTEP graduate, became
a bank official.”

Another Midland resident is the 1973
Outstanding Ex, State Senator W. E.
(Pete) Snelson.

McBride in recent years headed the
alumni supporters for the William S.
Strain Fund, named in honor of Profes-
sor Emeritus Strain, who was the third
member of the Quinn-Nelson-Strain
trio that were mainstays of the Geology
Department for many years. Dr. Strain,
who first joined the faculty in 1937,
retired in 1974. The fund named in his
honor supports awards for faculty mem-
bers, scholarships, and equipment for
instruction in geological sciences, and
represents a major effort by alumni to
assist the University. “It was when I
was contacting alumni for that fund
that I became aware of just how many

exes we have in Midland,” McBride
observes.

This year’s Outstanding Ex also has
been a supporter of the Lloyd A. Nelson
Memorial Fund. He served on an alum-
ni advisory committee which helped lay
groundwork for developing the Univer-
sity’s first doctorate, that in geological
sciences. “One of the best aspects of that
degree,” he contends, “is the require-
ment of experience in industry along
with classroom courses.”

McBride’s professional memberships
include the American Institute of Min-
ing Engineers, American Association of
Petroleum Geologists, Society of Ex-
ploration Geophysicists, American Pe-
troleum Institute, Independent Petro-
leum Association of America, New
Orleans Geological Society, and West
Texas Geological Society. He has held
various offices in those groups and is
currently a national director of the Mid
Continent Oil and Gas Association. He
is a past director of the New Orleans
Petroleum Club and a member of the
Houston Petroleum Club.

The McBrides have established a sum-
mer home in the upper Valley near the
Ferlet home and plan to retire there in
a few years. The oldest of their three
daughters, Bonnie, who attended UTEP,
is married to El Paso attorney John
Birkelbach and their 10-month-old son,
David, is the McBrides’ first grandchild.
The second daughter, Diana, has almost
completed her degree at Texas Tech and
has been working as a secretary for
Freeport Oil in Midland. Katie, the
youngest, is in ninth grade. The family
shares an interest in golf, both at Mid-
land and, when in El Paso, at Santa
Teresa Country Club.

A close-knit family, the McBrides are
justifiably proud of George’s achieve-
ments and are eagerly looking forward
to this year’s Homecoming festivities.

“I am delighted to have been chosen
the Outstanding Ex,” says McBride.
“This school prepared me for my career
and I have been interested in seeing it
grow from the small college of 2,000
students that I attended to its present
status as a university of 15,000. This
honor is one I will never forget.” []

HOMECOMING ACTIVITIES
sponsored by
UTEP ALUMNI ASSOCIATION

Fnday, September 30
~ ® Homecomi

Banquet honoring the Outstanding Ex-Student, 6:30 p.m. to

mzdlzsht, Paso Country Club. All exes and friends of the University
invited.

Saturday, October 1

Q Homecoming registration and University tours, 9:30 to 11:30 a.m., Special

Events Center,
Alumni Association. '

5=
~ spouses invited.
e P
5
i tear

t entrance. Tours sponsored by the Matrix Society of the
nBeception!or Reunion Classes (1917, 1927, 1937, 1947, 1952, 1957, 1967 ),
4:30 to 5:30 p.m., University Bank. Retired faculty and present faculty and

o ur-'qamé"buﬁet supper, 5:30 to 7 p.m., Special Events Center, hosted by
5 s Foods, Inc. Admission by showing Alumni membership or faculty

® Homecoming game, 7:30 p.m., Sun Bowl, Miners vs. New Mexico State.



"Books /south by west

THE BILINGUAL
EDUCATION MOVEMENT:
ESSAYS ON ITS PROGRESS
by William F. Mackey, Jacob Orn-
stein & Others; Edited by John
Sharp. El Paso, Texas Western
Press of the University of Texas
at El Paso, $5.

It is safe to say that the average
reader—certainly the average South-
western reader—who picks up this book

is going to be surprised by it. We are
so used to polemics, sweeping argu-
ments pro or con, that a reasoned, dis-
passionate, objective discussion, inves-
tigating a problem rather than heatedly
unging some disposition of it—this is a
bit startling.

Further, this book does not have as
its object Spanish-English bilingualism
in today’s schools but rather bilingual-
ism (i.e., any two languages) anywhere
in the world, and on a historical scale.

That problems of bilingual education
are neitﬁer few nor simple is probably
best exemplified by a check list of “var-
iables” to be considered by anyone
studying a bilingual program. This list

runs to seven pages of smallish type
and the questions it raises are by no
means nitpicking: many of them are
critical.

The book’s principal contribution,
then, is an eye-opening, detailed and
documented laying-out of the extent of
the problems and progress of bilingual
education and it should be required
reading for all emotional enthusiasts,
both proponents and opponents.

If the book were widely read and
understood it would have one predict-
able result: it would lower the incidence
of ulcers among the regular readers of
the “Letters” columns in our local press.

—RAY PAST

TIME AND PLACE by Bryan
Woolley. New York: E.P. Dutton,
$8.95.

Bryan Woolley’s nostalgia is not a
response to the mood of our times; it is
born of his understanding of West
Texas, its customs and people as he
knew them. In Some Sweet Day, his
short first novel which won critical ac-
claim, he produced a series of memo-
rable portraits centered on a boy’s grow-
ing-up experience (NOVA, June, 1974).
In 7ime and Place the brushstrokes are
just as fine but the mural is larger.

West Texans understand that in 1952
an Anglo boy was not supposed to have
a romantic interest in a Mexican girl,
much less marry her. (Woolley’s char-
acters do not use the term Mexican
American.) The story of the love affair
built on social disapproval is not a
rarity, but Woolley weaves it skillfully
into the fabric of a tale of townsfolk

who confront death and crippling in a
polio epidemic, teachers’ uncertainties
about fulfillment in their callings, and
the youth’s sudden adulthood with a
family to support after the pleasures of
a beer-drinking high school studship.

Fort Appleby, the town with a his-
tory of Indian raids and early military
occupation, is clearly drawn after Wool-
ley’s home town of Fort Davis. Many
place names, including Texas Western
College where the author graduated in
1958, are not disguised.

Now a writer for the Dallas Times
Herald, Woolley worked for the El Paso
Times during his college years and
more recently was an associate editor
for the Louisville Courier-Journal. He
also has been city editor of the Annis-
ton, Ala., Star, was with Associated
Press in Tulsa, and briefly in 1965 was
press officer for Martin Luther King’s
march in Montgomery.

Besides being a newspaperman, he
holds bachelor of divinity and master
of theology degrees from, respectively,
Texas Christian University and Harv-

ard. He also once edited a sectarian
magazine for teenagers. Perhaps it is
these latter experiences that help him
define with clarity the confusion of the
minister in his story.

His sensitivity to people is illustrated
in a passage in which a rancher, whose
son has been crippled by polio, comforts
his employe whose son has just died of
the disease.

“He put his arm around Gregorio’s
thin shoulders, half hugging him, half
supporting him. He had known Grego-
rio all his life. Gregorio had taught him
to ride and rope. He had never lived on
his land when Gregorio wasn’t there,
too. Yet this was the first time Birdsong
could remember touching the old man
since those early days when they sat in
the same saddle.”

The story is one of reaching out —
boy and girl to each other, class groups
to each other, childhood to adulthood.
It is eloquently written and we hope
Woolley has another one coming up
soon.

—NANCY HAMILTON

SOUTHWEST: A CONTEM-
PORARY ANTHOLOGY edited
by Karl and Jane Kopp and Bart
Lanier Stafford III. Albuquerque,
N.M.: Red Earth Press, $6.95.

Anthologies do not lend themselves
to review as do other books, for an an-
thology is an attempt to present repre-
sentative writing of a place and a time
and then allow the reader or teacher to
select those stories or poems which
appeal or illustrate points. Therefore,
this reviewer will be selective and speak
only of ten writers from El Paso who
are included. All of them live (or once
lived) in El Paso and at least one was
even born here.

Alphabetically, the list begins with
Bert Almon, a poet whose “Albuquer-

ue Landing” juxtaposes the desert with
the lives of the people, and whose “Fish-
ing on the Sea Wall, Sabine Pass 1950”
explains “how we all cling to that baited
line.” Five UTEP professors have their
work in the book. First, there is Haldeen

Braddy, who is known best for his
scholarly writing, but who possesses the
creative ability to write short stories
such as “Joe Lafferty Ought To Be
Ashamed of Himself,” a sensitive satire
set in Clovis, New Mexico. Robert Bur-
lingame captures “El Paso Morning” in
ten lines of compressed metaphor in
which he realizes that “solitude is good
and anything but lonely.” He writes
also of looking “Northward at Christ-
mas.” Duane Carr’s “Dulce Station,
1955” is a story about New Mexico
Indians who “don’t want savin’ and
maybe they don’t need savin’ either.”
Pat M. Carr’s “Indian Burial” is an
ironic account of a woman’s inability
to live with the present and her equally
clumsy ways of destroying the past.
Ray Gonzalez, a UTEP graduate stu-
dent, remembers “paso del norte” in a
short poem and later muses about “The
Bridge, Gila Bend, Arizona.” Howard
McCord, an alumnus of UTEP, writes
of “Ysleta, Texas, 1947” and “The Rim
of the Great Basin,” both sensitive ex-
pressions. Leroy V. Quintana of El Paso
Community College, describes “Hijo del
Pueblo,” a man who survived war and
resisted religion. In the same tone, Bart

L. Stafford’s “The Communion of
Saints” narrates an attempt to alter the
communion service and the disastrous
results. Finally, Les Standiford’s ‘“Mak-
ing Sheriff” introduces us to L.C. Bodie
and we learn of his son-father relation-
ship and why as sheriff he acts the way
he does.

Both the poetry and short stories
focus on “place,” for the editors believe
“the rootless artist has mno place to
stand.” The material is grouped tEeo-
graphically and the editors say their
Southwest “includes western Arkansas
and Los Angeles as its eastern and west-
ern boundaries.” This is a big geograph-
ic section of our nation and one which
needs to be frequently anthologized.
However, the editors found that this
giant land is ignored completely by
Eastern publishers, who would not even
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