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Mrs .  Eve  Ba l l  j n te rv jewed  by  Leon  C .  Me tz  and S .H .Newman  on  May  14 t  1969 .

M :  Mrs .  Ba l l ,  I  r an  i n to  some  d i f f i cu l t y  t r y i ng  t o  f i nd  ou t  abou t  t he  Angus

Ranch ,  The  VV,  Cap ta in  Ke rby  and  those  peop le .

B :  The  Angus  VV was  owned  by  the  Crees ,  o f  Sco t l and .  Th j s  Sco t  f am i l y  had

made  i t s  f o r tune  by  mak ing  sco tch  wh jskey  and  mack in toshes ;  ra ' i ncoa ts ,

we  ca l l  t hem.  Th is  was  a  t ime  when  the  Sco ts  and  Eng l i sh  were  imbued

w i th  the  i dea  tha t  t hey  cou ld  come to  Amer i ca  and  make  a  fo r tune  i n

ca t t l e .  The  Ada i r s  were  ano the r  f am i l y  who  d id  tha t .

Where were the Crees from in Scot land?

Glascow; they m' ight  have had country homes elsewhere but they were f rom

Glascow.  They  owned the  land a t  the  top  o f  the  Cap i tans ,  up  towards

Stanton .

M:

B :

M:

R .

M:

B :

How much land d ' id  th is  encompass?

At  leas t  200  sec t ions ;  tha t  wasn ' t  unusua l  i n  those  days .

Do you know how they got the I  and?

h le l l ,  they  jus t  bough t  the  wa te rho le  and  used  the  res t  o f  the  land .

That 's  the  way they  a1 i  d id .  What  I  mean is ,  i f  you  owned the  waterho le ,

you cou ld  keep the  ca t t le  ou t  and s ta t ' ion  a  guard  a t  the  waterho le  and no t

1e t  any  ca t t le  come in  bu t  yours  to  d r jnk .  The  land  wasn ' t  any th ing  i f

you  d idn ' t  have water .  A  cow won ' t  t rave l  more  than f i ve  to  seven mi les

fo r  water .  D jd  you know tha t  they  invented  babys i t t ing?  I f  there ' i s  a

group o f  about  twenty - f i ve  and th i r ty  cows,  they '11  leave one o f  the  o ld

cows w i th  the  ca lves  and  they '11  go  o f f  and  ge t  a  d r ink .  I  don ' t  know

the year .  I  knew a  man who was the i r  fo reman,  J jmmy Woodward .  He ' i s
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M:

B :

M:

B :

dead now,  o f  course .  When I  knew h im,  he  l j ved  a t  Lov ' ing ton .  The ca t t le

were bred jn th is country.  I {hen they were about a year o1d, they were

dr jven  nor th  to  pas ture .  They  were  fed  there ;  they  went  up  in  the  spr ing

and  marke ted  in  the  fa l l .

When you say north,  where was north?

Clear  in to  Canada,  some o f  thenrn  or  Montana.  The Crees  had a  huge ranch

up a t  C la ren ton ,  Texas ,  and they  sent  J immy up there  to  be  the  fo reman.

The fami ly  was very  wea l thy  and the  son mar r jed  a  t i t led  lady .  Here ,

they  ca l led  her  Lady  l4argare t  Cree.  Th is  Capta in  Kerby  posed as  be ' ing  the

owner  bu t  he  was the  fo reman fo r  a  wh i le .  But  he  was rea l l y  jus t  an

adventurer .

Do you know anything about th is Captain Kerby,  where he was from?

Alrnost nothing, but the Crees wanted their  daughter to mamy hirn,  But

she re fused to  mar ry  h im.  He was a  phoney.  I  don ' t  l i ke  tha t  word

but  i t ' s  the  on ly  one I  can  th ing  o f  to  descr ibe  h ' im.  He made everyone

around here  be l ieve  he  owned tha t  ranch bu t  he  d jdn ' t ;  the  Crees  f inanced

i t .  They took the at t i tude towards the' i r  cowboys that they were Scotch

peasants .  t le l1 ,  you  can ' t  t rea t  cowboys  tha t  way .  0 ld  Sam Jones to ld

me one  t jme tha t ,  " l  wou ldn ' t  go  so  fa r  as  to  say  we  don ' t  l ook  down on

nobody  bu t  we  sure  as  he l l  don ' t  l ook  up  to  nobody . "  We l l ,  tha t ' s  ius t

about  the  t ru th  about  i t .  They  resented  tha t  te r r ib ly .  They  had a

bunkhouse fo r  the  cowboys  and a  b ig  comfor tab le  adobe house fo r  the

fami ly .  They  bought  thousands o f  ca t t le .  A  good many o f  them were

Mex ' i can  ca t t le ;  they  had been improved by  c ross-breed ing  them wj th  the

bu l  I  s  here .

l , , lhat  year was ,al l  th is going on?M:
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B: I 'd  say  about  i88B or  1889.  They  had surpr is ing ly  few ca lves  to  b rand

in relat ion to the mother cows they had. So they decided that someone

was  s tea l ing  the  ca lves .  They  d jdn ' t  know any th ing  abou t  the  ca t t le

bus ' iness  and i t  was  Very  easy  to  dece ' i ve  them s ince  they  d idn ' t  know

anything. But they assumed since they were educated and wealthy,  that

the cowboys were ignorant and knew nothing. They brought 150 Aberdeen

Angus bu l l s  f rom Scot land and they  are  b lack ,  o f  course .  Then they

wou ld  have  no  d i f f i cu l t y  in  f i nd ing  where  the  ca lves  were  go ing ,  because

there were no black cat t le in the country.  They brought them to Corpus

Chr is t i  and  sh ipped thern  to  San Anton io ,  New Mex ' i co  by  t ra in .  Then they

drove  them over land  to  the  ranch .  We l1 ,  these  o ld  Mex ican  ca t t le

cou ld  t rave l  f i f teen  or  s ' l x teen mj les  a  day ;  they ' re  so  long- ' legged and

skinny. But these new catt le had probably never walked over a quarter

o f  a  m i le  in  the i r  l i ves ;  i t  was  a  iob  to  ge t  them to  the  ranch .  They

los t  a  lo t  o f  them on  the  way ;  j t  was  d ry  and  they  jus t  cou ldn ' t  wa lk .

Then when they  go t  the  f i rs t  ca l f  c rop ,  they  d idn ' t  have any  t roub le

determin ing  whose they  were .  They  d idn ' t  have these b lack  Angus on  the

ranch s ix  weeks  un t i l  they  d idn ' t  have a  bu l l  jn  the  bunch.  The cowboys

knew how to take care of  that .

D id  they  s tea l  them.

No, they castrated them.

To keep them f rom breed ing  th is  Angus s tock?

0 f  course l

l,. lhy woul d they do that?

Because they  were  s tea l ' ing  them,  the j r  own cowboys .  Wjngf ie ld  was the i r
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M:

B :

M:

B :

B:

fo reman;  th is  was Ike 's  b ro ther .  He and every  o ther  cowboy on  the  p lace

was  suspec ted  o f  do ing  i t .  E lo ise  Su ther land ,  who  l i ves  here  now,  and

Ted Suther land,  h is  fa ther  was J im Suther land o f  the  D jamond A ranch,

down towards  Roswel l .  I t  i s  r igh t  o f f  the  reserva t ion  and i t  ran  a l l  the

way to  Pecos  in  those days .  I t ' s  a  much smal le r  ranch now.

Were  these the  Suther lands  f rom Las  Cruces?

No,  there  were  Suther lands  in  La  Luz ,  too ,  bu t  they  weren ' t  re la ted .  J im

Suther land was wonder fu l  cowman.  Someone ought  to  wr i te  a  book  about

him. He would make a beaut i fu l  b iography. He was a superb cowman and

a gent leman in every sense of  the word. In those days pneurnonia was

a lmos t  a  fa ta l  j l l ness  a lways  here  in  th i s  a l t i t ude .  There  was  no  '

pen ic i l l i n  and  J im Su ther land  sa id  tha t  the re  were  on ly  two  th ings  he

was a f ra id  o f ;  one was pneumon ' ia  and the  o ther  was L i1  Casey .

Coming back  to  Brandon Kerby ,  do  you reca l l  what  he  looked l j ke?

Wel l ,  he  was  ta l l ,  n j ce  look ing  and  very  we l l  d ressed ,  a  l i t t l e  too

wel l  d ressed to  su i t  the  peop le  o f  th i :s  count ry .  They  had the  idea i f

a  cowboy was we l l  d ressed,  he  wasn ' t  a  very  e f f i c ien t  cowboy.  He was

more  o f  a  show-o f f .  Brandon Kerby  wasn ' t  a  cowboy a t  a l l .

Do you know what ever became of him?

No,  I  don ' t  know.  They  ca l led  h im Capta in  Kerby ,  bu t  I  don ' t  know i f

he  was a  capta in  o r  no t .  I f  a  man had enough ca t t le  jn  those days ,  he

was a  capta in .  I f  he  had more ,  he  was a  major  and even s t i l l  more ,  he

was  a  co lone l .  I t  had  no th ing  to  do  w j th  the  m i l i t a ry .

He was ac tua l l y  fo reman o f  the  Cree Ranch bu t  no t  the  owner  and he  never

mar r jed  the  Cree g i r l?  D id  he  mar ry  anyone tha t  you  know o f?

M:
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B; No,  he  cou ld  have  mar r jed  a f te r  he  le f t  he re .  Peop le  d idn ' t  wr i te  le t te rs

much in  those days  or  keep in  touch w i th  each o ther .  There  was a  Cree

son  who l i ved  in  A lbuquerque .  E lo ise  Su ther land  mjgh t  be  ab le  to  g ive

you more  in fo rmat ion .  The Crees  rea l l y  went  b roke .  They  le f t  the

ranch and John W.  Poe went  in to  the  ranch a f te r  the  Crees  le f t  and then

I  th ink  Pa t  Gar re t t  and  h js  cous in ,  Gray ,  too .  Ted  and  E lo ise  Su ther land

de l ivered  a  herd  o f  ca t t le  to  the  Cree headquar te rs  a f te r  the  Crees

were  gone.  They  go t  in  there  la te  tha t  n igh t ,  watered  the  ca t t le  and

turned them out  to  pas ture  and spent  the  n jgh t  in  the  Cree house.  There

was no  one there .  There  were  t runks  o f  papers  le f t  in  the  house.  She

said she never wanted to do anyth ' ing worse than go through those papers.

They  had pos tmarks  f rom Scot land on  so  on  addressed to  the  Crees .

Do you know what happened to those papers?

I  suppose they  were  burned.  L ike  the  Gra t tans  we met ,  the i r  fa ther  kept

b ig  boxes  o f  paper  o f  a l l  the  records  o f  tha t  t rad jng  pos t  and the  income

that  the  Apaches made.  They  had ca t t le  and horses  and fa rmed a  l i t t le ,

bu t  they  d jdn ' t  l i ke  fa rming .  Anyway,  a l l  those records  were  des t royed.

They  d idn ' t  rea l ' i ze  the  va lue .

Did they, the Grattans, ever ment ion owning a motel  or  auto-camp up on

the  o ther  s ide  o f  E l  Paso ,  c lose  to  the  coun t ry  c lub?

No,  bu t  the  o ldes t  b ro ther ,  Joe ,  has  ren ta l  p roper ty  jn  E l  Paso;  tha t  migh t

be hi  m. He I  ' ived i  n Maryl  and for many years .  Af ter  the' i r  father '  s

Ind ian  w i fe  d ied ,  he  went  back  to  Mount  Vernon,  A labama.  The i r  mother

was  a  Cannon;  she  l i ved  there .  A f te r  he  qu i t  be ing  an ' in te rp re te r '

these boys were born there.

M:

B :

M:

B:
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B:

M: Do you reca' l l  the c i rcumstances that Garret t  went to work for  Kerby?

The accounts that  I 've read give the impression that Garret t  was foreman

for Kerby.

There  m igh t  have  been  a  con t rac t  because  tha t  sounds  l j ke  someth ing  he

would do.  I  know about  Brandon Kerby because I  knew the Woodwards so

ve ry  we11 .  Mrs .  Woodward  was  a  McKeon ,  Eva  McKeon .  They  l j ved  a t

Angus  wh ich  i s  now under  the  wa te r  o f  t he  l ake ,  Bon i ta  Lake .  The  l i t t l e

v i l l age  o f  Angus  i s  now under  the  l ake .  They  moved  a l l  t he  houses  tha t

could be moved but  some were adobe and there 's  no moving them. l , ,Jhen

Eva  and  J immy were  mar r i ed ,  Mr .  C ree  w [s  go ' i ng  up  to  C la rendon  by  t ra in .

So  a f te r  t he  wedd ing ,  Mr .  C ree  and  the  new Mrs .  Woodward  rode  the  t ra ' i n

and J immy had to dr ive the herd through.  t r lhen they got  up there,  there

was  a  d i spu ted  wa te rho le .  The re  was  no  su rvey ing  a t  t ha t  t ime  and  a

ne ighbor ing  ranch  c la imed  the  wa te rho le  and  Mr .  C ree  though t  he  had

bough t ' i t .  So  they  had  to  pa t ro l  t he  wa te rho le .  She  rode  w i th  h im

and  ca r r i ed  a  W inches te r  a l l  t he  t ime .

Do you know what  caused the fa l l ing out  between Poe and Garret t?

I  know one cause;  Garret t  borrowed money f rom Poe and gave a note for

i t  and  Poe  was  neve r  ab le  to  co l l ec t  any  o f  t ha t  money .  No  one  was

eve r  ab le  to  co l l ec t  money  f rom Gar re t t .  Tha t  was  one  cause .  And  then

Ed j t h  Coe  R igsby  t o l d  me  t h i s  i n  s t r i c t es t  con f i dence ,  F rank  Coe ' s

daugh te r .  The re  were  s i x  daugh te rs ,  on l y  two  a re  l i v i ng  now,  h l i nn ie

Hun t  i n  0k lahoma C j t y  and  Ed i th  i n  A lamogordo ,  who  i s  a  ve ry  good  f r i end

o f  m ine .  When  F rank  Coe  f i r s t  bough t  a  ca r ,  he  d i dn ' t  know  how  to  d r i ve ;

the daughters d id  learn and when they went  anywhere they drove h im
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Mrs .  Coe  wou ldn ' t  a l l ow  the  L inco ln  Coun ty  l , ' l a r  o r  B ' i l l y  t he  K id  to  be

men t ioned  i n  the  house ;  t hey  neve r  d j scussed  i t  i n  t he  home.  l l ha teve r

F rank  Coe  had  done  jn  h i s  o the r  l i f e ,  he  was  ve ry  cons ide ra te  o f  h i s

w i f e .  Bu t  when  he  wou ld  go  ou t  w i t h  h i s  daugh te r s  he  wou ld  po in t  ou t ,

"Th i s  p l ace  i s  whe re  we  hanged  a  Neg ro , "  o r  so  on .  l ^ l e l l ,  Ed i t h  d rove

her  fa ther  down to Roswel l  a f ter  he went  jn to bank.  Mr.  Coe was pret ty

a f f l uen t .  When  he  wen t  i n to  the  bank ,  Mr .  Poe  saw h jm come in to  the

bank  and  sen t  a  c l e r k  t o  i nv i t e  h im  i n to  t h ' i s  o f f i ce .  Ed i t h  wen t ' i n

w i th  h im  and  F rank  go t  t o  ask ing  wha t  rea l l y  happened  a t  Fo r t  Sumner  the

n igh t  t ha t  t he  K jd  was  k i l l ed .  And  Ed i t h  sa jd  he r  f a the r  neve r  had  t he

s l i gh tes t  doub t  bu t  t ha t  t he  K id  was  k i l l ed .  You ' l l  hea r  s t o r i es  a l l

over  the country  of  how Frank and George Coe would make a t r ip  to  Ar jzona

or  l tbntana or  somewhere to  see some man who c la imed to be Bi11y the

K jd .  Ed j t h  sa jd  t ha t  was  pos i t i ve l y  un t rue .  Bo th  he r  f a the r  and  Geo rge '

h ' i s  cous in ,  be l i eved  t ha t  B i l l y  was  k ' i l l ed .  They  go t  t o  t a l k i ng  t o  Poe

abou t  t h ' i s  and  Poe  had  wr j t t en  th j s  l j t t l e  paper ,  THE DTATH 0F  B ILLY  THE

KID ,  and  he  had  subs tan t i a ted  Pa t  Gar re t t ' s  s to ry .  Bu t  he  to ld  F rank

Coe  tha t  day  tha t  t hey  had  a l l  l j ed  to  p ro tec t  t he  repu ta t i on  o f  a  woman ,

and pos i t ' i ve ly  i t  was  no t  Pau l  i ta  Maxwel  I

What  wou ld  tha t  have  to  do  w i th  j t ,  l y ing

Wel l ,  no  one  went  ' i n to  de ta i l s  bu t  B j l l y

woman.  She was a  re la t i ve  o f  the  Maxwel l

Pedro 's  s i  s te r .

I t  wasn'  t  Del  uv i  na ,  was ' i  t?

No,  De luv ina  was  a  Nava jo  se rvan t .

to protect  a

was ev ident ly

s  bu t  i t  was

woma n ?

there  v i  s i t i ng  th ' i s

not Paul  j ta Maxwel I  ,
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M .

B:

M:

B :

She  had  been  a  f o rmer  s l ave ,  I  t h i nk .

She  had  been  a  s lave ;  you  know the  Nava jos  and  the  Apaches  wou ld  cap tu re

Mex icans ,  espec ia ' l ' l y ,  and  se11  them in to  s lave ry  to  wea l  t hy  Mex ' i can

fami l ' i es  o r  t hey 'd  buy  Apache  and  Nava jo  s laves .  They  bo th  t raded  back

and for th  and there were whi te  people who were s laves.

Luc ian  Maxwe l l  had  a  l o t  o f  s l aves ,  d i dn ' t  he?

Yes ,  t hey  a l l  had  s laves .  The re  was  as  much  s lave ry  he re  as  the re  was

in  the  sou th  w j th  the  Negroes .  Th i s  s to ry  had  a lways  been  tha t  J .W.  Poe

had  neve r  seen  t he  K id  and  wou ldn ' t  r ecogn i ze  h im .  He  sa id  he  d i d  r ecogn i ze

h im and  sca red  to  dea th .  And  o f  cou rse  the  o the r  man ,  McK jnney  recogn ized

h im because  he  had  known  h jm a  l ong  t ime .  He  sa id  Pa t  Gar re t t  de l i be ra te l y

sho t  h im  down  and  j t  was  no th ing  bu t  co ld -b looded  murde r .

We l l ,  Ga r re t t  does  seem l i ke  t he  k i nd  o f  man  who  cou ld  shoo t  a  man

in  co ld  b l ood .

I t l e11 ,  I ' l l  t e11  you ,  f o r  t he  l as t  twen ty - f i ve  yea rs ,  I ' ve  i n t e r v j ewed  t he

o1d  peop le  a round  th i s  coun t r y  bu t  I  neve r  f ound  one  who  cou ld  say  a  good

word  f o r  Pa t  Ga r re t t .  Now ,  I ' l l  t e11  you  one  who  d id .  L i l y  Casey  d i d ,

now she  ha ted  the  K id  w i th  a  vengeance .  She  though t  Bob  0 l i nqe r  was

darn  nea r  pe r fec t .

Bob  0 l i nge r  wo re  a  ha lo?

We11 ,  she  was  go ing  t o  mar r y  h im  and  she  was  j us t  seven teen  a t  t he  t ime .

Her  fa the r  rhad  been  k i l l ed  on  the  s t ree ts  o f  L inco ln  and  tha t  was  the

famous  doub le  hang ing  she  desc r j bes  i n  de ta i l  i n  t he  book .  Mrs .  Casey

was  an  i nva l i d ,  a  c r j pp le ,  and  L i l y ' s  two  o l de r  b ro the rs  she  desc r i bed  as

puny ,  W i l l  and  Ad .  Ad  was  pa ra l yzed  as  a  ch i l d  o f  abou t  t h ree  yea rs  o l d ,

M :
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he  c rawled  in to  the  cor ra l  where  they  were  mi lk jng  and a  cow had hooked

h im.  They  thought  fo r  th ree  days  tha t  he  wou ldnr t  l i ve .  He d id  recover

bu t  h is  le f t  s ide  as  a lmos t  he lp less .  Now,  he  cou ld  mount  a  horse  bu t

he  cou ldn ' t  rope  and  ge t  o f f  and  t ie  and  do  th ings  l i ke  tha t .  He  cou ld

r jde  w i th  the  ca t t le  bu t  he  cou ldn ' t  do  much  ac t i ve  work .  So ,  L i l y  was

very  p ro f fd ien t  a t  tha t .  l ^ l i l l  wasn ' t  too  hea l thy  e i ther .  l {hen she was

about  th i r teen,  she  became the  de fender  o f  the  fami ly .  And boy ,  she  was

thorough and e f f i c jen t  a t  i t ,  too .  Her  mother  was a  v ic t im o f  peop le  who

wou ld  have  chea ted  her  ou t  o f  a l l  he r  land .  They  had  la id  c la im to  a l l

tha t  Fe l i z  coun t ry ,  on  the  r igh t  o f  d i scovery .  0 f  coursen  the  land  laws

were very indi f ferent in those t imes. D' id you know that there were over

f i ve  thousand laws passed to  enab le  se t t le rs  to  ob ta in  land w i thout

pay ing  fo r  i t?  What  peop le  recogn ized ' in  those  days ,  i f  a  man se t t led  a t

a  p lace ,  he  d idn ' t  have  to  bu i ld  a  house ,  j f  he  had  a  horse  and  a  bedro l l

a l l  he  had to  do  was camp a t  a  cer ta in  spot  and sor t  o f  make i t  h is  head-

quar te rs  and peop le  wou ld  respec t  i t  as  h is .  0 f  course ,  i t  was  a lways  a t

a  source  o f  water .  As  Sam Jones sa id ,  "Nobody thought  much o f  the  1and,

i t  was  a l l  over  ou tdoors ;  what  they  wanted  was water . "  They  ca l led ' i t

' squa t te rs  r igh ts ' ,  j f  he  s tayed  there  as  long  as  th ree  months ,  even  i f

he  ius t  showed up one or  two t imes a  month  and spent  the  n igh t  there ,

i t  was  h ' i s  land  and ord inar i l y ,  i t  was  respec ted .  l4cSween was the  boy

who b roke  the  ru les ;  we l l ,  he  d idn ' t  b reak  the  ru les  bu t  he  to ld  the

peop le  jn  tha t  count ry  tha t  there  were  laws concern ing  those th ; ings .  No4

when Casey had bought  th js  p lace ,  he  had been a  scout  o f  For t  S tan ton .

He had  been  look ing  over  the  land ' in  th i s  coun t ry  and  when h is  per iod  o f
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en l i s tmen t  o f  t h ree  yea rs  was  up ,  he  dec ided  to  buy  the  rn i ' I 1  down  on  the

Hondo ,  f ou r  and  a  ha l f  m j l es  eas t  o f  wha t  we  ca l l  Hondo  now.  And  the re

was  a  g r i s t  m i l 1  t he re ,  c rude  bu t  e f fec t ' i ve ,  and  two  adobe  rooms '  b i9

rooms  w i th  a  f i r ep lace  i n  each  room.  H is  fam i l y  was  a t  Manard ,  Texas .

He  dec ided  to  buy  i t  and  he  d jd .  The  man  who  so ld  i t  t o  h im  was  named

K lenne  and  a l l  he  cou ld  g i ve  h im  was  a  qu i t  c l a im  deed  wh ' i ch  mean t  t ha t

he  re leased  any  c la im  tha t  he  had  on  i t .  I t  hadn ' t  been  su rveyed  and

there was no way in  the wor ld  to  te l l  where the boundar ies were;  they

weren ' t  spec i f i ed .  He  dec ided  t o  b r i ng  h i s  f am i l y  f r om Mana rd ,  wh i ch  was

a  800  m i le  t r j p ,  back  the re  to  the  Hondo .  The re  was  no t  ano the r  f am i l y  o f

Anglos anywhere around.  So he bought  wagons and e ' ight  yoke of  oxen and he

h j red  a  Mex i can  boy  who  cou ldn ' t  speak  any  Eng ' l i sh  and  he  cou ldn ' t  speak

Span ish .  He  d idn ' t  wan t  t o  go  back  to  Texas  w j thou t  any  commod i t i es ,

he  wan ted  to  take  someth ing  sa leab le .  They  wen t  t o  the  sa l t  f l a t s ,  You

know how they  d id  tha t?  They  wou ld  d r j ve  the  wagon ' i n to  sha l l ow  wa te r

where  the  sa l t  wou ld  se t t l e  i n  t he  bo t to rn  and  shove l  t he  wa te r  i n to  the

wagon  and  the  wa te r  wou ld  d r i p  ou t  and  then  the  sa l t  wou ld  d ry .  So  he

wen t  t o  Texas  w i th  th j s  sa l t  and  he  b rough t  h i s  f am j l y  back  to  the  Hondo .

And  when  L i l y  was  th i r t een ,  he r  f a the r  was  k i l l ed  and  th i s  was  the  famous

doub le  hang ing .  So  she  g rew  up  f i gh t i ng  and  wo rk ' i ng  l i ke  a  man  and

capab ' l e  and  sh rewd .  O ld  Ash  Upson  was  the  tu to r ;  t hey  had  h im  to  s tay

the re  and  he  ran  the  ranch  commissa ry ,  t oo .  Tha t  was  ano the r  reason

Murphy  and  Do lan  d j dn ' t  l i ke  h im ,  because  ' i t  was  compe t i t i on .

D i  dn ' t  I  i  ke  who?

Rober t  Casey ,  t hey  had  h im  k i l l ed .  They  h ' i r ed  a  man  to  k i l l  h im ,  f , l i l son .
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Murphy  was  to  pay  h im  $500  to  do  j t  and  gua ran teed  h im  he  wou ldn ' t  be

pun ' i shed .

l^Jhat  was Wi  I  son '  s  f  i  rs t  name?

Wi l l i am ,  I  be l i even  he  had  wo rked  f o r  Casey .  Now th ' i s  i s  t he  s to r y :  I 'm

no t  say ing  i t ' s  t rue  o r  no t  because  i t  can ' t  be  p roven .  Robbr t  Casey  had

many f r iends and he had enemies,  everybody d id.  There was no in-between

measure  i n  t hose  days .  You  were  one  th jng  o r  t he  o the r .  Ranchers  pa id

the j r  men  when  they  so ld  the i r  ca t t l e ,  wh jch  i n  some cases  was  on l y  once

a  yea r .  Now Casey  had  a  l i t t l e  i ncome f rom the  m i l l  f o r  t ha t  reason .

Eve rybody  took  the i r  co rn  down  the re  to  be  g round .  They  d idn ' t  pay  h im

in  money ;  t hey  pa r ' d  h im  w j th  a  pe rcen tage  o f  t he  mea l .  He  cou ld  se l l  t h i s

to  the  fo r t .  So  he  had  a  l i t t l e  money .  Ve ry  few  peop le  had  cash ;  i t  was

mos t l y  ba r te r  a l l  t oge the r .  So  when  they  so ld  the j r  hay  c rop  o r  t he i r

ca t t l e ,  t hey  wou ld  pay  the i r  men  and  i t  m igh t  be  once  a  yea r .  These  men

wou ld  come in  w j th  the i r  ho rses  and  a  bed ro l l  and  somet ' imes  a  packhorse ,

usua l l y  no t .  And  they  wou ld  ge t  t he j r  f ood  and  they  wou ld  work  fo r  $30

a  mon th ,  somet ' imes  $25 .  And  i f  t hey  needed  a  pa i r  o f  boo ts  o r  a  sadd le ,

the j r  emp loye r  wou ld  cha rge  i t .  And  the re  was  no  one  to  buy  i t  f r om

excep t  Murphy  and  Do lan - - tha t  i s  un t i l  Casey  pu t  i n  a  l i t t l e  commjssa ry .

Peop le  somet jmes  so ld  the i r  c rops  to  Murphy  and  Do lan  and  they  cou ld  pay

what  they p leased and charge what  they p i l reased.  Then when Casey was paid

o f f  ,  he 'd  pay  h i s  men  and  I  doub t  t ha t  t hey  kep t  any  accoun ts .  t r l e l l ,  t he

c la im  was  tha t  t h i s  l ^ l r ' l son  had  worked  ou t  t he re  as  a  cowboy  fo r  f i ve  mon ths

and  when  he  was  pa id  o f f ,  he  on ' l y  had  e igh t  do l l a rs  com ' ing ,  and  o f  cou rse  he

ques t i c i ned  tha t  bu t  he  d idn ' t  say  any th ing '  bu t  t hey  knew he  wou ldn ' t  1
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l i ke  t ha t .  They  go t  up  a t  3 :00  i n  t he  morn ing  and  wo rked  un t i l  10 :00

o r  11 . :00  a t  n igh t  and  they  a lways  a te  a f te r  da rk .  And  i f  t he re  were

chores  to  do  a round  the  ranch ,  l i ke  m i l k i ng  cows ,  i t  was  a lways  done

by  l an te rn .  They  spen t  eve ry  b i t  o f  day l i gh t  ou t  i n  t he  f i e lds  o r  w i th

the  ca t t l e .  He  pa id  h jm  i n  cash  and  go t  a  r ece ip t ,  he  was  t he  on l y  one

who  d id  tha t  excep t  John  Ch isum.  Then  the  man  le f t  a f t e r  hav ing  h i s

supper  and  hav ing  been  pa id  and  he  sa id  tha t  L i l y  and  one  o f  t he  boys

had  roped  h im  and  took  the  money  f rom h jm.  Tha t  was  h i s  s to ry .  So  he

wen t  t o  L inco ln  and  hung  a round  fo r  a  few  days .  A  l o -u  o f  peop le  wou ld

come f rom Pecos in  wagons and buy f rom Casey.  I t  would save them twenty

m i les .  Even  i f  t hey  had  to  go  to  Fo r t  S tan ton  on  bus iness ,  i t  wou ld

save  hav ing  to  hau l  t he i r  supp l i es  tha t  twen ty  m ' i l es  to  buy  f rom Casey  and

he  d id  se l l  a  l i t t l e  b i t  cheape r .  Tha t  he lped  cause  t he  ha rd  f ee l i ngs

between Murphy and Casey.  Casey had very good f r iends at  For t  Stanton

and  even  wen t  as  scou t  w i th  the  cava l r y  a f te r  he  l e f t  Fo r t  S tan ton ,  a f te r

he  go t  h ' i s  d i scha rge .  So  t he re  was  t h i s  s i t ua t i on  l e f t ,  and  L i l  was  a

much  be t te r  man  than  e i t he r  one  o f  he r  b ro the rs .  Bu t  she  fe l l  i n  l ove

w i th  Bob  0 l i nge r  and  he  was  a  swashbuck l i ng  adven tu re r  and  he  wore

beaded  bucksk in  c lo thes  and  l e t  h i s  ha i r  g row long  even  a f te r  o the r  men

had  ceased  do ing  i t .  He  ca l l ed  h imse l f  'Pecos  Bob '  and  swagge red .  He

ing ra t i a ted  h imse l f  w i th  Mrs .  Casey  and  L i l .  And  by  tha t  t jme ,  J immy

Do lan  had  t aken  possess ion  o f  t he ' i r  l and  up  on  t he  Fe l i z .  They  d i dn ' t

have  a  deed ,  o f  cou rse ,  bu t  no  one  had  deeds .  McSween  had  g i ven  these

adven tu re rs  the  j dea  tha t ' i f  t hey  bea t  t he  r i gh t fu l  owners  to  the  l and

o f f i ce  and  f j l ed  on  i t ,  j t  was  t he ' i r  l and .  You  can  see  t he  t r oub le  t ha t
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cou ld  be  caused .  0 f  a l l  the  c r i t i c i sm tha t  was  made aga ins t  L i l  Casey ,

I  never  heard  any th ing  to  ques t ion  her  chas t i t y .  And i f  any th ing  had been

sa id ,  I  wou ld  have  heard  because  some o f  these  o ld  ga ls  wou ld  have  to ld

me.  You can t rus t  the  ne ighbors  fo r  tha t .

We l l ,  Bob  0 l ' i nger  was  jus t  a  te r r ib le  person ,  wasn ' t  he?

You are  so  r igh t ;  bu t  you  te11 a  seventeen year  o1d g i r l  tha t  about  a

man ten  years  o lder  than  she  i s  and  who she  loves . . .

How d jd  th is  e f fec t  her  fee l ings  about  Pat  Gar re t t?

l l le l l  ,  she  ha ted  B i l l y the  K ' id  because he  k i l led  0 l inger .  He had gone to

Mrs .  Casey  a  week be fore  he  was k i l led  and made a  cont rac t  w i th  her  to

take  over  the  management  o f  a l l  he r  p roper ty . . .  the  m i l l ,  t he  sec t jons

where  they  1 ived ,  and  the  Fe l i z  land ,  e tc . . . ,and  to  pay  her  $6 ,000  a

year .  Now,  tha t  land  wou ldn ' t  p roduce  tha t  in  ten  years .  Bu t  he  was

k i l l ed  a  week  a f te r  tha t  and  there 's  no  te l l i ng  wha t  he  wou ld  have  done .

Why is  B ' i l1y  the  K ' id  so  popu lar  a round here? I  mean peop le  ac t  I  i ke  he

was  g rea t  and  you  shou ldn ' t  say  any th ing  abou t  h im.

Le t  me te l l  someth ing ,  A .B .  Fa l l ,0 l i ve r  Lee ,  and  the  K jd  a re  good  men

7Tn the eyes of  the people/  and you can' t  say anyth ' ing against  them.

What  e lse  can you te l l  us  about  the  Coe fami ly?

Regard less  o f  what  has  been sa jd  about  the  Coe men,  the  women were  above

susp ic ion .  I  haven ' t  a  f r iend  who I  am prouder  o f  than my f r iendsh ip

w' i th Edj th Coe Rigsby. Frank Coe was shrewd and Mrs.  Coe was a very

super io r  woman,  she was a  Cu11ey.  Do you know J im? You ought  to  know

h im,  he  i s  the  nephew o f  F rank  Coe,  h js  aun t  mar r ied  F rank  Coe.  H is

fa ther ,  J im Cu l ley ,  moved ou t  here  because h is  s is te r  mar r ied  Frank  Coe.
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So,  who 's  the  man who wro te  THE SAGA?

Burns .

Yes ,  Nob le  Burns .  He came to  th is  count ry  w i th  the  purpose o f  wr i t ing

up the  L inco ln  County  t i r la r .  l ^ le l l ,  I  don ' t  know i f  he  came and ask  fo r

Frank  Coe f i rs t ,  bu t  never the less  Frank  Coe met  h im,  learned h is  purpose

for  be ing  here  and inv i ted  h im to  the  ranch and kept  h im there  fo r  four

months .  Frank  took  h im around to  in te rv iew peop le  and he  took  h im to

see poeple who he wanted hjm to meet.  The Coes got their  story before

the  pub l  j c  and they  were  smar t  enough to  know tha t  the  f i rs t  vers ion  wou ld

be the  accepted  one.  And ' i t  i s ,  you  take  n ine- ten ths  o f  the  peop le

who a ren ' t  s tuden ts  o f  the  s i tua t ion  and  THE SAGA. . .  i s  i t ,  don ' t  you

th i  nk  tha t ' s  t rue?

M:  Yes ,  i t  i s .  I ' ve  had  a  hund red  peop ' l e  t e l l  me  when  I ' ve  asked  abou t  Pa t

Gar r re t t ,  "We l1 ,  haven ' t  you  read  THE SAGA 0F  B ILLY  THE K ID?"  And  I

wou ld  say ,  "YeS ,  I  have  read  i t . "  "We l l , "  t hey  rep1y ,  " t t l a t 'S  go t  eve ry -

t h i ng  you ' ve  go t  t o  know . "

B :  Tha t ' s  wha t  t hey  th ink ,  t oo ,  and  you  can ' t  t e l l  t hem any  d ' i f f e ren t .  So '

i t ' s  a  l egend  and  i t  g rew  up .  Now the  o l d  Jones  boys  l i ked  B i11y  and

when  he  was  down  on  the  Pecos ,  he 'd  s tay  a t  Seven  R ive rs  a t  t he i r  home

jus t  l i ke  one  o f  t he  fam i l y .  And  when  he  was  up  he re ,  he  s tayed  mos t l y

w'i th George Coe. After they hanged that negro, they went out there and

arrested them. McSween put  them wise to  one th ing--  that  whatever  they

d id ,  no t  t o  k i l l  a  so ld i e r  because  t hen  t hey  wou ld  be  i n  bad  w j t h  t he

fede ra l  gove rnmen t .  And  they  mean  bus ' i ness .  I t  d jdn ' t  ma t te r  abou t  a l l

t he  o the r  peop le  tha t  t hey  k i l l ed ,  bu t  t h i s  was  a  neg ro  so ld ie r .  And  he

I4
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had s to len  a  horse .  Frank  and George Coe had gone to  L jnco ln  and I

suppose they were in a bar.  But anyhow when they got ready to go home

that  n igh t ,  George 's  horse  was gone.  They  bor rowed a  horse  f rom someone '

anybody wou ld  lend you a  horse .  And the  nex t  morn inq ,  they  t racked

George 's  horse .  So they  hanged the  negro  bu t  they  d idn ' t  hang h im unt i l

he  was dead.  They  were  ius t  t ry ing  to  teach h im a  lesson.  Wel l ,  you

see ,  he  was  a  so ld je r .  l l l e l l ,  B j l l y  came up  here  to  George 's  ranch  and

they came by and amested hjm because i t  was a federal  case, you see? So,

they  pu t  h im on a  o ld  bony  horse  w i thout  a  sadd le  and took  h im to  L ' inco ln .

By  the  t ' ime they  go t  h jm there  he  was ' in  p re t ty  bad cond i t ion .  He sa id

tha t  as  fa r  as  he  was concerned tha t  r igh t  then was when the  L inco ln

County War began.

Where  was Gar re t t ' s  ranch?

They began to  b reak  up  the  Angus VV.  You see, ' i t  was  a  p" i t ch fo rk ,  / f t re

brand/ .  I t  was  too  easy  to  a l te r  the  brand,  so  they  pu t  a  bar  across

i t  and  ca l led ' i t  a  hand le  and  made a  p i t ch fo rk .  Gar re t t ' s  ranch  was

par t  o f  tha t  ranch.  Gar re t t  and Poe f j rs t  and the  Gray ,  h is  cous in ,

was  in  i t  awh i le .

Do you know how big the ranch was?

Probab ly  no t  too  b ig ,  because Gar re t t  never  had enough money to  go ' in to

any th ' ing  b ig .

D id  you ever  hear  any th ing  about  a  John A.  M ' i l l e r?

l , '1e11,  le t  me see. . .  There  were  severa l  M i l le rs  a round here ,  Founta in

Mi l l e r  was  the  younges t  and  S l i ck  M i l l e r  was  the  o ldes t .  He  was  ca l led

Sl ick  because he  was so  s l i ck  as  a  per fo rmer  w i th  horses ,  You know,
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s tea l ing  horses .  And  he  cou ld  have  been  one  o f  these  Mi l l e rs ,  i n  fac t ,

i  don ' t  even  know what  S l ' i ck  M i l l e r ' s  rea l  name was .  He  mar r ied  a

Gi lmore ,  the i r  home was down here  a t  A l to  about  a  mi le  o r  so .  That ' s

where  Gene Rhodes l i ved  when he  tauqht  schoo l  a t  tha t  l i t t le  schoo l

ou t  there .

We ' I1 ,  I t l r s ,  8a11 ,  tha t ' s  jus t  abou t  takes  care  o f  every th ing .  I  was

more  in te res ted  in  Capta in  Kerbey ,  the  Crees  and the  Angus than any th ing

e lse .  Eas t land ,  Barncas t le  and  Mi l l e r ,  I  guess  I  can  f ind  them in

THE G0LDEN ERA.  A l l  these peop le  were  invo lved in  the  sp l i t t ing  up  o f

the  te r r j to ry  in to  count ies  and Gar re t t  was  around a t  tha t  t ime,  too .

Tha t rs  mos t l y  a ' |1  po l i t i cs ,  I  j us t  heard  o f  those  men and  rea11y  cou ldn ' t

he1 p  you much.

Gar re t t  was  runn ing  in  1882,  he  los t  to  Eas ton  by  39  vo tes  or  someth ing

l j ke  tha t .  They  were  runn ing  fo r  te r r i to r ia l  counc j lman wh ' i ch  j s  the

same th ing  as  s ta te  senator  because they  had te r r j to r ia l  representa t ives ,

too .

Yes ,  they  had a  two-house leg is la tu re .

I ' ve  read someth ing  about  L t .  S tan ton ,  what  can you te11 me about  h im?

I t  was  Capta in  S tan ton  when he  d ied .  He was f rom the  R io  Grande,and

they  made th is  ra id  up  in  here .  Nana was the  name o f  the  Ind ian  leader

who a t tacked and k i l led  Stan ton .  I t  i s  p ronounced Nay-na.  That ' s  how

the  Ind ' ians  sa id  i t .  Juh  i s  ano ther .  I  wou ld  have  ca l led  i t  'who ' ,  bu t

' i t  i s  p ronounced  l i ke 'hoe ' .  Asa  used  to  ta l k  abou t  h is  fa ther ,  Juh .

Asa 's  mother  was Geron imo 's  s ' i s te r .  Juh  mar r ied  her  and she was the

favor i te  w i fe .  He  sa id  he  was  a  'bugger ' .  He  asked  me j f  I  hadn ' t

B :

M:
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read someth ing  about  h im in  a l l  the  books  I  was  a lways  read ing .  S0,

I  was  read ing  a loud to  Asa,  fo r  ins tance,  I  was  read jng  about  Cebaque(?)

and in  th is  re fe rence to  Cebaque,  I  came across  the  Juh.  I t  sa id  tha t

Juh and Geron jmo were  the  leaders  there .  And Asa sa id ,  " l {ha t  do  you

mean Juh?"  I  sa id ,  "Juh ,  J -u -h ,  'who ' . "  Then  he  sa id ,  "Tha t  no t

'who ' ,  tha t  ' hoe ' . "  I  sa id ,  " l r l e l l ,  how do  you  know?"  And  he  sa id ,

"That my father,  "

I^ lho is Asa?

The wh i te  peop le  gave h im the  name when he  went  to  Car l i s le .  He sa id

tha t  when they  pu t  h im in  schoo l , ,  he  was 6 '2"  and had worn  no th ing  in

h r ' s  l i f e  bu t  b reechc lo th  and  nnccas ins  and  h is  ha i r  came to  h is  knees .

The  f i r s t  th ing  they  d jd  when  they  go t  to  Car l i s le  was  to  cu t  h i s  ha j r

and make them a l l  wear  t rousers .  They  were  abso lu te ly  ind ' ignant  and

thought  i t  was  unbearab le .  And they  pu t  them in  th is  c lassroom,  George

Grat ten  went  w j th  them,  and they  were  to ld  to  take  the i r  sea ts .  He

sa id ,  " I  wen t  up  and  sa t  in  the  f j r s t  sea t ,  tha t ' s  where  the  ch ie f

be1ongs. "  These were  a l l  boys  in  th is  room,  the  g i r l s  were  in  another

room.  Someone went  down the  a is1 ,e ,  Asa ,  Ben jamin ,  Char les ,  Dan ie l . . .

They  gave them Chr is t ian  names.  He ha ted  tha t  name because the  wh i te

men had  g iven  i t  to  h im.  H is  name was  Dak lug ie ,  wh ich  means  'he  fo rces

h is  way th rough the  th ick  o f  the  ba t t le l .  I  asked h im how he go t  the  name

and he to ld  me they  gave i t  to  h im one t ime a f te r  a  sk i rmish  and tha t  was

a l l  I  cou ld  ge t  ou t  o f  h jm.

h lha t  was  V ic to r io 's  rea l  name?

Phi l  Cook to ld  the  Gra t tens  today  tha t  V ic to r io  was k idnapped f rom a
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hac i  enda

Apaches .

1n

I

Ch jhuahua  when  he  was  th ree  yea rs  o ld  and  rea red  among  the

took  h i s  nephew,  James  Goquac ia (? ) ,  t o  Ch ihuahua  C i t y .

M :

He  came up  he re  and  s tayed  a  mon th  i n  a  l i t t l e  apa r tmen t  t ha t  I  have .

He  was  a  ve ry  good  gues t .  I  t o ld  Asa  tha t  t he re  was  Fo r t  Cunn ingham.

I  had  w r i t t en  t o  Wash ing ton  and  l ooked  i n  t he  A rch j ves .  And  he  sa id

tha t  t he re  was .  I  asked  h im  how he  knew and  he  to ld  me  tha t  he  had

robbed  i t  one  t ime .  We l l ,  I ' l l  t e l l  you ,  wha t  he  was  t a l k i ng  abou t  and

tha t  was  Fo r t  Cummings .  A  l o t  o f  o l d  wh i t e  peop le  ca l l ed i t  Fo r t

Cunn ingham,  t oo .  I 'm  do ing  ano the r  book ,  abou t  Asa  and  Juh .  The  un i ve rs i t y

wan ts  ano the r  book  on  Apaches .

You ' r e  ge t t i ng  so  p ro l i f i c  any rno re ,  t ha t  t ha t ' s  a l l  you  do  i s  pu t  ou t

boo ks I

B:  We11,  Leon,  I ' ve  worked on  some o f  them fo r  twenty  years .  A l l  the

Ind ians  vehement ly  deny  tha t  V ic to r io  was Span ish .  They  swore  he

was  Apache .

Wha t  happened  to  tha t  I nd jan  you  were  keep ing  he re  the  l as t  t ime  I  was

up  he re?  Weren ' t  you  a f ra i d  t ha t  he  was  go ing  t o  cu t  h j s  w i f e ' s  nose  o f f ?

Yes ,  we l l ,  t hey  go t  a  d i vo rce .  Bu t  i t  was  an  o l d  Apache  cus tom tha t  i f

a  w i f e  was  un fa j t h fu l ,  t he  husband  was  ob l i ga ted  t o  k i l l  he r  o r  cu t  o f f

he r  nose .  I t  was  a  su re  cu re ,  e j t he r  way .  Anyway ,  t h i s  boy  knew h i s

w i fe  had  been  un fa ' i t h fu l  and  I  d ' i dn ' t  wan t  h im  to  go  to  the  pen i ten t i a ry .

I t ' s  no t  a  i oke .  I t ' s  a  t r ag i c  t h i ng  t he  way  wh j t e  men  messed  up  eve ry -

th ing  and  eve rybody .  Peop le  a lways  ask  me  i f  t he  Apaches  a ren l t  aw fu l l y

d i r t y .  The  g i r l s  who  wen t  t o  Car l i s l e  were  pu t  i n  t he  homes  o f  t hese

th r i f t y  Pennsy l van ia  Du tch  se t t l e rs  i n  t he  summer t ime ,  on  the  fa rms  to

teach  them housekeep ing .  0 f  cou rse ,  t hose  Du tch  housew ives  p r i ded

M .

B:
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themse lves  on  scrubb ing  the l r  f loors  everyday  o f  the  wor ld  o r  more  i f

necessary  and keep ing  those boands c lean enough to  ea t  o f f  o f .  Ramona,

Asa 's  w i fe ,  was  the  most  immacu la te  housekeeper  I ' ve  ever  known.  Her

home was s imp ly  fu rn ished bu t  no  one had a  c leaner  house.  When they

came back  here ,  they  wou ldn ' t  l i ve  w i th  those Mesca leros .  My word ,  they

had had twenty-seven years contact  wi th whi te people.  They were pr isoners

o f  war  fo r  tha t  long .  They  are  jmmacu la te  about  the ' i r  person,  too .  The

boy who s tayed here  was so  c lean.  H is  fa ther  go t  re l ig ious  and dec ided

that he was dest ined to be the Apache mess' iah and so he never djd another

minute 's  work  fo r  the  res t  o f  h is  l i fe .  He expec ted  them to  suppor t

h im.  I  go t  an  en t i re ly  d ' i f fe ren t  po in t  o i  v iew o f  Chr is t ian i ty  th rough

the  Apaches 'eyes .  One t ime Asa  came up  here  and  I  to ld  h im t r  had

heard  tha t  they  were  ge t t ing  a  new church  up  a t  Mesca lero  and I  sa id

tha t  was  wonder fu l  .  And he  sa id ,  " la lhy?"  And I  sa id ,  "Why no t?"  He

sa id  i t  meant  tha t  another  wh i te  fami ly  wou ld  move in  tha t  they  had to

suppor t  be t te r  than the i r  own fami l ies .  And tha t  was  about  what  i t  d id

mean,  too .  He was smar t  enoughr to  know i t .  He fe l t  so  sor ry  fo r  me

because I  was  go ing  to  have to  go  to  wh i te  man 's  heaven.  He thought

tha t  was  go ing  to  be  an  awfu l l y  du11  p1ace .

How do the Apaches rate on intel lect  or  educat ion around here?

Asahada b r i l l i an t  m ind  and  so  d id  Eugene .  I  th jnk ,  p ropor t iona te ly '

they  are  br igh ter  than wh ' i te  peop le .  I ' ve  begun to  look  a t  wh i te  peop ' le

th rough d i f fe ren t  eyes .  Asa and Eugene were  respons ib le  fo r  b r ing jng

the  Ch i r i cahua here  f rom For t  S i l l .  Asa  to ld  me tha t  he  thought  tha t

tha t  was  the  bes t  th ing  fo r  h is  peop le .  Why,  they  had been pr isoners  o f
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war for  twenty-seven years.  They wanted to take them to Ar izona but,

o f  course ,  the  government  wou ldn ' t  le t  them.  The governor  o f  Ar izona

sa id  i f  they  sent  them there  on  the  t ra in ,  he 'd  meet  i t  a t  the  border

and dynami te  i t .  Asa  sa id  now he sees  tha t  he  cou ldn ' t  have done

anyth ing  worse  because o f  the  Ind ians  who e lec ted  to  s tay  jn  Ok lahoma.

Thetgovernment gave them a quarter sect ion of  land to each man head of  a

househo ld .  They  had a  lo t  o f  t roub le  a t  f i r s t  bu t  the i r  descendants

are  so  much be t te r  o f f  than these ou t  here .  Asa was jus t  s jck  about  i t ,

the  cond i t ions  o f  the  reserva t ion  ou t  here .  One t ime Asa asked me i f

I  be l ieved in  ghos ts .  I  to ld  h im the  same answer  a  famous French woman

sa id  over  100 years  ago,  her  name was George Sand.  He cou ldn ' t  under -

stand why her name was a man's name. But I  to ld hi lm women weren' t

supposed  to  wr i te  in  those  days .  She  sa id  she  d jdn ' t  be l ' i eve  in  ghos ts

but  tha t  she  was a f ra id  o f  them.  He to ld  me tha t  the  reason he  asked was

tha t  he  knew he was go ing  to  Happy P lace  soon and he  d id .  He d ied  w i th in

three weeks. He wanted to know because he fel t  so bad about what he

had done to  h is  peop le  and when he  go t  to  F lappy  P lace ,  he 'd  know what  was

r igh t .  He was go ing  to  t ry  to  come back  and te l l  me what  to  do  to

be t te r  the  s i tua t ion .  I  to ld  h im I  wou ldn ' t  be  scared  i f  I  knew tha t

i t  was  h im.  He fe l t  sor ry  fo r  me hav ' ing  to  go  to  wh ' i te  man 's  heaven.

I  to ld  h im not  to  be  too  sure ,  they  m' igh t  no t  le t  me jn .  He go t  mad

then .  And  he  sa id  to  come over  to  the i r  p1ace .  I  sa id  you  wou ldn ' t

l e t  me in  e i the r .  "Geron ' imo wou ld ' l e t  you  in , "  he  sa id .  "You  come over

and  ta lk  to  the  ch ie fs  and  then  you  don ' t  have  to  read  books . "  i  t o ld

h im tha t  I  d idn ' t  speak  Apache  we l l  enough .  He  sa id  over  the re  every th ing
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and  eve rybody  speak  the  same language .  The  t ree  peop le ,  t he  f l ower

peop le ,  human  peop le ,  and  t he  an jma l  peop le  a l l  speak  t he  same  l anguage .

I  t o ld  h im  tha t  i t  was  p re t t y  t empt ing  and  I  wasn ' t  t oo  i n te res ted  i n

the  s t ree ts  o f  go ld  anyway .  He  though t  t ha t  wou ld  be  te r r i b l y  du11 '

wa l k i ng  a round  i n  wh i t e  r obes  and  p l ay i ng  ha rps .  He  t o l d  me  I  wou ldn ' t

have  any  bones  o r  mea t  i f  I  wen t  t o  wh i t e  man ' s  heaven .  I  sa i d ,  "We l l ,

you  won ' t  e i t he r . "  And  he  t o l d  me  t ha t  he  su re  wou ld .  I t  wou ld  be  i us t

l i ke  he re  w i th  f l owers  and  t rees  and  g rass ,  eve rybody  happy  no th ing

s i ck  o r  hu r t .  I  t o l d  h im  be fo re  I  made  any  f i na l  dec i s i on  I  wan ted  t o

know  one  t h i ng ,  d i d  t hey  have  a  l i b ra r y ' i n  t he i r  Happy  P lace?  He  asked

me  i f  t he  wh i t e  eyes  had  a  l i b ra r y  and  I  sa i d  no t  t ha t  I  know  o f .  " I f

t hey  have  a  l ' i b ra r y ,  w€ ' l l  make  a  ra i d  on  i t  f o r  You , "  he  sa id .  You

know the  un j ve rs i t y  t u rned  my  book  down  because  they  sa id  my  Ind ians

d idn ' t  t a l k  l j ke  I nd jans - - t hey  don ' t  know  how  Ind ians  t a l k i  Cha r l i e

was  93  yea rs  o l d  and  he  speaks  Eng l i sh .  We  wen t  up  t o  see  h im  th i s

a f te rnoon  a t  Wh i te  Ta i l .  He  was  w i th  Geron imo  on  the  warpa th  fo r  t h ree

years when he was young and he knew George Grat ten.  These Grat tens

wan ted  to  f i nd  Ind jans  who  knew the i r  f a the r ,  o f  cou rse '  t hey  a re

few  now because  they ' ve  a l l  d ied .
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