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In te rv iew w i th  R-  L .  Andrews on  August  
'13 ,  . |968 .

In te rv iewed by  h l i lma C leve land.

Mr.  Andrews, would you te ' |1 us how you started your f ' ly ing career?

In  
. |910,  

I  pa id  $500 fo r  the  pa ten t  r igh ts  and the  b ' luepr in ts  fo r  the

Cur t i s  head- type pusher  a i rp ' lane  and bu i l t  i t  in  Cof feev i l le ,  Kansas ,

then I  learned to  f1y  i t  by  myse l f .  I  learned to  f l y  i t  on  the  ground.

When i t  would get l0 feet  of f  the ground, the motor would cut  of f  and

I  wou ld  come down and genera l l y  b reak  a  land ing  gear .  I  d jd  tha t  a l l

summer  on  l i t t l e  g rass -cu t t ing  f l i gh ts "

This was before you came to El  Paso?

Yes,  th is  was jn  . l9 . |0 .  
I  d idn ' t  come to  E l  Paso un t i l  the  f i rs t  week

of  January ,  
. |9 . |9 .  

Dur ing  Wor l  d  h la r  I ,  I  s ta r ted  f ' l y i  ng  exh i  b i  t ion

f l igh ts  a round fa i rs .  That ' s  a l l  there  was to  f l y ing  in  those days .

Mr .  Andrews,  as  a  p ioneer  in  the  f ie ld  o f  av ' ia t ion ,  what  were  some o f

your  exper iences ,  and what  were  the  fee l ' ings  tha t  you  had about  f l y ing?

The f i rs t  t ime I  took  o f f  in  one,  I  th ink  I  p robab ly  fe l t  l i ke  these

astronauts do when they take of f  for  a f l ight  around the earth.  0f

course, that  f i rst  t ime I  on' ly got l0 feet  of f  the ground before the

motor  cu t  ou t ,  bu t  tha t  was  a l l  r igh t .  t , r le l1 ,  anyway,  I  had a  l i t t le

o i l  bus iness  up  there  w i th  a  p reacher ,  Fu l le r  Swi f t ,  who used to  be  in

this town. Everyone here knows him. He was rector of  the St.  Clements

Church  when I  came.  He  and  I  had  th is  o i l  bus iness ,  and  we d r i l l ed  o i l

we l l s  and  had  leases  ou ts ide  o f  Co f feev i l l e .  I  so ld  one  o f  them and

got  enough money to  buy  an  a i rp lane motor .  I  bought  a  Ha l l -Scot t  V-8

motor ,  and tha t  was  enough to  f ' l y  the  p1ane.  l , le11 ,  I  learned enough

about  aerodynamics  when mak ing  those grass-cu t t ing  f l igh ts  a l l  summer

tha t  I  cou ld  f1y  the  th inq ,  and  then  I  f l ew exh ib i t i on  f l i gh ts .  I  was
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2 ' l  years  o ld  in  
. |910.  

I  was  a lways  jn te res ted  in  f l y ' ing .  I  ho lpod tho

Wr igh t  b ro thers  ge t  s ta r ted .  in  1898 and 1899,  I  l i ved  in  Dayton ,0h io .

My father had a mus' ic store there.  l . le l ived r ight  by the l^ l r ight  brothers '

b icyc le  shop,  and they  used to  f j x  my b icyc le .  I  was  ius t  a  schoo lboy

then about 10 years old.  In the summer,  they were out f ly ing those man-

car ry ing  k i tes .  They  were  learn ing  aerodynamics .  A l l  the  schoo l  k ids

were out there helping them f ' ly  those ki tes because that was r ight  up

our  a11ey .  A l l  the  ne ighbors  ta lked  a  lo t  about  the  Wr igh t  b ro thers

be ' ing  ne 'e r -do-we l ls  because they  were  ou t  f l y ing  k i tes  l i ke  k ids .  [ ^ le l l ,

s t range ly  enough,  when I  learned to  f l y  i t  was  w i th  the  Cur t ' i s  ou t f i t

and not the Wrjghts.  I  was in the Service in l , lor ld l^ lar  I ,  and af ter  the

war I  came to El  Paso to cure the TB I  had contracted dur ing the war.

We weren' t  very careful  about what we ate and drank, most ly what we drank.

As  a  resu l t ,  I  go t  TB,  and when I  go t  ou t  I  we ighed 
. |03  pounds.  So I

came to  E l  Paso to  e i ther  d ie  o r  ge t  we11.  I  hadn ' t  b ,een here  very  long

when I  acqu ' i red  myse l f  a  p lane- - i t  was  a  government  surp lus  p lane- -and

started barnstorm' ing.  I  was connected up with a number of  other f lyers--

Char l ie  Mays ,  B ' i l l  A twe l l ,  and o thers .  We ius t  barns tormed up and down

the country,  and we went down to M6xico.  I  f lew the f i rst  a i rp lane to

M6x ico  C i ty  in  
. |9 . |9 .  

I  went  down to  M6x ico  fo r  the  inaugura t ion  o f  Ge-

neral  0breg6n as President.  I  had some funny and di f ferent exper iences

down there on that f i rst  t r ip.  In fact ,  anywhere we went,  we had to stay

two or three days; they wouldn' t  let  us get away. I  got  down to Torredn,

and they had several  banquets for  us.  I  took some of them up for their

f j r s t  p lane  r jdes .  I t  was  the  f i r s t  a i rp ' l ane  tha t  had  ever  been ' in  the

country.  And there was a general  down there by the name of Andr6s Alme-

26.n.  He was commandjng general  of  the mi ' l i tary down there.  I  took him
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for  a  r ide  and  he  l i ked  i t  ve ry  much .  l ^ le l l ,  he  go t  a  w i ld  ha i r .  He  had

to go to Monterrey-- that  was his hometown--and he was the "big boy" over

there .  He asked me i f  I  wou ld  f l y  h im over  there .  So I  sa id  sure  I  wou ld ,

and we took  o f f  fo r  over  there .  I  had jus t  go t ten  a  l i t t le  new p lane and

' i t  had  a  gaso l ine  tank  tha t  was  egg-shaped,  and I  d idn ' t  have bra ins  enough

to  f jgure  the  capac i ty  o f  the  tank- -how many ga ' l lons  i t  he ld .  I  sa id ,

"Le t ' s  go , "  anyway.  Prev ious ly ,  we had w i red  over  there  fo r  them to  pu t

four bed sheets on the ground in the form of a cross so we could land. So

we got over to l4onterrey al l  r ight ,  ancl  I  spotted the cross.  I t  was in-

s ide  a  ba l lpark  w i th  a  b ig  board  fence around i t ,  and  tha t ' s  where  I  was

supposed to  land.  Wel l ,  I  cou ldn ' t  land  there ,  na tura l ' l y .  I  no t ' i ced

that the grandstands were ful l  of  people.  I  f igured that they had come

out  to  see us  land.  So I  went  on  down and a lmost  touched my whee ls ' in

a  coup le  o f  t imes.  Then I  went  up  12 ,000 or  14 ,000 fee t  h igh  and gave

them a show. Then I spotted a p1 ace to I and over by the brewery and I and-

ed.  Wel l ,  the  mi l i ta ry  came up and they  were  pre t ty  sore  because we hadn ' t

landed in  the  ba11park .  But  then they  saw tha t  Genera l  A lmezdn was w i th

me and then every th ing  was a l l  r igh t ,because he  was the i r  "boy"  jn  tha t

country.  He was just  t ick led to death and was boast ing that he was up

there  do ing  those varenas ,  those loop-de- loops ;  bu t  tha t  was  a l l  r igh t ,

too. We stayed there a few days and went back to Torre6n. From Torredn

we went  on  down and eventua l l y  we go t  to  M6x ico  C i ty .  Whi le  we were  in

M6x ico  C i ty ,  Genera l  A lmezdn s tuck  w i th  us .  A l l  the  genera ls  were  there

for the inaugurat ion of  General  0breg6n. l^ le l1,  another day General  Alme-

zdn got another wi ld hair ,  and he wanted to go to Tampico, and he wanted

to  know i f  I  wou ld  take  h im.  l ^ le l l ,  sure ;  I 'd  take  anybody anywhere  in  a

case  l i ke  tha t .  l ^ le l l ,  I  s t ' i l l  d idn ' t  know the  capac i t y  o f  the  gas  tank .
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I  never  had i t  run  dry  and there  were  no  gauges or  any th ing  f i ke  tha t .

So I  sa id ,  " l , Je ' l l  t ry  i t  anyway. "  We took  o f f  r igh t  over  Pechuca,  the

roughest  count ry  in  the  wor ld ,  and f ina l ' l y  go t  over  in to  tha t  banana

jungle country by San Luis Potosi .  l , le went on hour af ter  hour.  Pret ty

soon, I  commenced to get uneasy because I  d idn' t  know how the gas tank

was or how many hours I  had lef t .  I  kept going and f inal ' ly  spotted the

Panuco R iver  o r  someth ing  l i ke  tha t ,  and i t  goes  down to  Tampico .  l ^ le l l ,

I  f i gu red  i ' d  fo l l ow the  course  o f  the  r i ve r .  I f  I  d id  run  ou t  o f  gas ,

I  cou ld  se t  i t  down in  the  water  because I  cou ldn ' t  se t  i t  down on land

s ince  i t  was  a l l  a  banana jung le .  There  I  was ,  sweat ing  about  i t ,  and

Almezdn was up  there ,  happy  and conten ted ;  he  d idn ' t  know.  F ' ina l l y ,  I

cou ld  see the  ocean over  there ,  and I  was  about  
. |2 ,000 

or  14 ,000 fee t  h igh

and knew tha t  I  cou ld  coas t  in  on  tha t .  So  I  go t  over  Tampjco  and found

a good spot  o f  sandy  beach where  I  cou ld  land,  and I  p roceeded to  g ive

them a  s tun t ing  exh ib i t ion  over  town.  Then I  went  down and landed.  That

was the  way we had to  do  th ings  a1 l  the  t ' ime.  F ina l l y ,  I  go t  back  to

M6x ico  C i ty .  Whi le  I  was  there ,  I  had a  new gas  tank  pu t  in  tha t  went

from the f loor to the cei l ing.  Then I  went down to Vera Cruz, then over

to  M6r ida ,  Yucatdn ,  r igh t  across  the  gu1f .  I  f igured  tha t  I  had enough

i f  I  d idn ' t  ge t  a  head  w ind .  Bu t  I  d id  have  enough  gas  and  i t  was  a  n ice

tr ip.  I  went back to Vera Cruz and then back up to M6xico Ci ty.  I  d id

a lot  of  barnstorming in M6xico,  and then I  came on back up to El  Paso.

I  had go t ten  to  be  a  good f r iend  w i th  the  governor  o f  Ch ihuahua,  Ignac io

Enr iquez ,  and he  was very  s t rong about  av ia t ion ;  he  l ' i ked  i t .  I  took  h im

for a lot  of  r ides and nothing would do but that  I  come down and take

charge o f  the  Mex ican A i r  Force  dur ing  the  
. |924 

Revo lu t ion .  I  had a  lo t

o f  exper iences  dur ing  tha t  revo lu t ion  and one is  rea l l y  wor th  re ' la t ing .
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I  was  s ta t ioned a t  J im6nez,  south  o f  Ch ihuahua.  i t  was  h igh  in  the  moun-

ta ins .  I t  was  February  and very  co ' ld .  Th is  was in  the  de  la  Huer ta  re -

vo lu t ion .  I  had to  d ra in  the  motor  every  n igh t  because i t  wou ld  f reeze

' i f  I  d idn ' t  do  so .  I t  was  a  water -coo led  eng ine  and tha t  was  very  jncon-

ven ien t .  A lso ,  I  had to  run  i t  about  an  hour  to  le t  the  o ' i l  warm up be-

fo re  I  cou ld  f l y  i t .  lde l l ,  I  wou ld  d ra in  the  o i l  ou t  o f  the  tank  in to

f i ve-ga l lon  cans  and se t  i t  on  the  edge o f  the  f i re  tha t  the  guards  kept

near  the  ra i l road t racks .  They  wou ld  bu j ld  the  f i re  ou t  o f  coa l  r igh t

there  on  the  ground,  and I  wou ld  se t  the  o i l  in  i t  to  keep i t  ho t .  So

I decided to do something about the water.  We went over to the corner

sa loon  and  con f i sca ted  a l l  the  a lcoho l - -cane  a lcoho l - -and  f i l l ed  i t  ha l f

way  in  a  f i ve-ga l lon  bar re l  and the  res t  w j th  water .  I  had two o f  these.

I  took  i t  back  to  the  sh ip  and tha t  way  I  wou ldn l t  have to  d ra in  i t  every

n igh t .  That  was  the  f i rs t  n ' igh t .  The nex t  morn ing  about  4  a .m. ,  they

woke me up say ing  tha t  the  rebe ls  were  coming in ,  and I  had to  up  w i th

the  a i rp lane.  So,  I  was  rushed ou t  there ,  and there  was no  f i re  on  the

ground.  The guards  were ' l y ing  around.  I  thought  to  myse l f  tha t  I  hadn ' t

heard  any  f i r ing ,  and I  d idn ' t  th ink  there  had been any  a t tack .  [ ^ le l l ,  I

found out that  these guards had drawn al l  the alcohol  water out of  my

tank  and had go t ten  drunk .  And tha t  was  i t .  I t  was  way a f te r  day l igh t

that I  got  started. I  ordered them al l  to the guardhouse and was going

to have them shot next sunr ise.  I  was sure madl But I  got  out that  day

and had pret ty fa ' i r  shoot ing a1l  the way around, and when I  got  back I

commenced to see the humor of  the s i tuat ion.  I  cal led these guys up,

and they  a l l  swore  tha t  every th ing  was a l l  r igh t  and tha t  no th ing  had

happened dur ing  the  n igh t .  That  was  the  end o f  tha t .  One th ' ing  I  wou ld

f  i ke  to  te l l  you  about  was our  f i rs t  t r ip  to  Ch ihuahua ' in  . l9 . |9 .  
Go ' ing
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down I  wanted to spot some emergency landing f ie lds between here and

there .  Wel l ,  I  saw a  pre t ty  good p lace  ca l led  Los  Moch is .  There  was

jus t  one rock  house where  some o f  the  ra i l road-upkeep men had l i ved .

There  was a  n ice  leve l  p lace  there .  I  dec ided to  go  and see f t  s ince  i t

wou ld  be  a  good  land ing  f ie ' l d .  We l l ,  i t  l ooked  rea11y  smooth ,  bu t  i t

wasn ' t  smooth .  The grass  was grea t  b ig  rocks .  I  went  bounc ing  around

there  and broke one o f  the  wooden launch rods  on  my ta i l  sec t ionand je rk -

ed  ou t  the  ta i l  sk ' ids .  l , le l l ,  there  I  was  ou t  there .  0 f  course ,  we car -

r ied  a l l  so r ts  o f  th ings  w i th  us ,  such  as  ba i l i ng  w j re ,  e tc . ,  bu t  I

d idn ' t  have any th ' ing  to  repa i r  i t  w i th .  So,  I  went  down to  a  house and

there was a woman who had a broom that was about s ix feet  long and a cou-

p le  o f  inches  w ide ,  w i th  s t raw t ied  around i t .  I t  was  ius t  a  na t ive

broom.  I  gave her  a  do l la r  fo r  tha t .  I  took  i t  up  to  the  p1ane,  lash-

ed i t  a ' longs ide  o f  the  launch rod ,  and t ied  i t  down good and t igh t ,  and

went  on  down to  Ch ihuahua.  I  was  in  Ch ihuahua fo r  a  wh i le ,  and I  thought

I 'd do that woman a favor.  So I  bought a new broom for her when we went

back. When I  got  over Los Mochis,  I  dropped a new broom to her.  Af ter

I  le f t  J im6nez,  I  went  to  Par ra l ,  and I  was  par to l l ing  every  day  ou t  o f

Parral .  I  had to go over that  b ' ig canyon down theren the Barranca del

Cobre. I t  was a canyon that I  thought was bigger than the Grand Canyon,

and so  i t  tu rned ou t  to  be ,  I  guess .  I t  was  fu l l  o f  vegeta t jon ,  and I

was over i t  every day. I  to ld Jos6 Gdndara, who had a f ine arts shop

in  E l  Paso,  about  th is  canyon.  La ter  on ,  he  was made fo r  the

Mexican 0i l  Company. He organized an expedi t ion to go down and explore

tha t  canyon.  He had heard  o ther  ta les  about  i t .  So ,  tha t ' s  how tha t

got started. i  would go over the canyon way down in the southwest po' int

o f  Ch ' ihuahua where  there  was a  water fa l l  ca l led  the  Basac iach i .  I t  was
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about  a  
. | ,8000- foo t  

d rop ,  and I  wou ld  f l y  r igh t  up  c lose  to  i t .  I

cou ldn ' t  land  there  because i t  was  rebe l  te r r i to ry  anyway.  I  took  p ic -

tures of  i t  and everything. I  would l ike to get to that  someday on foot,

bu t  I  guess  I  never  w i l l .  A f te r  the  Revo lu t ion ,  I  came back  to  E l  Paso

and then over to Tucson with my o1d f ly ' ing buddy, Char l ie Mays. We had

a f l y ing  f ie ld  over  there  and fo r  a  wh i le  we car r ied  passengers  up  and

down the western coast of  M6xico to al l  the f ish ' ing spots down there.

I , le were do' ing very wel1.  We used to go down to Los Mochis where there

was a tomato planter there who came up to our f ie ld.  He bought a plane,

and we taught him how to f ' ly .  We used to go down there and f ish.  They

had an  is land down there  in  Topo lobampo Bay,  about  a  mi le  long and ha l f

a  m i le  w ide .  I ' d  se t  tha t  p lane  down in  the re  and  go  f i sh ing .  The  l j t -

t le  town had about  an  800 popu la t ion  then.  An o ld  man named Johnson,  who

bu i l t  the  sugar  m i l l  t he re  and  go t  th ings  s ta r ted ,  had  bu i l t  a  l i t t l e

ho te l .  That  was  a l l  tha t  was  there .  The las t  t r ip  i  made down there

was in  
. |930 

or  1931.  Th is  was a f te r  they  had bu i l t  th is  new ra i l road,

Chihuahua al  Paci f ico.  My wife and I  and some fr iends went down there.

When we got  to  Los  Moch is ,  I  d idn ' t  recogn ize  i t  because when I  saw i t

i t  had  800  peop le ,  and  now i t  has  60 ,000 .  I t  has  f i ne  ho te ls .  I t ' s  a

wonderful  t r ip to take. After spending several  years over in Tucson with

Char l ie  Mays ,  barns torming  and f l y ing  up  and down M6x jco  and d i f fe ren t

p laces ,  I  came back  to  E l  Paso.  In  the  meant jme,  the  
. |929 

Revo lu t ion

was tak ing  p lace ,  and I  aga in  was asked to  take  command o f  the  Mex ican

Ai r  Force ,  wh ich  I  d id .  Dur ing  tha t  revo lu t ion ,  I  was  s ta t ioned a t  Na-

cozar i ,  Sonora ,  most  o f  the  t ime.  A f te r  the  
. |929 

Revo lu t ion ,  I  came

back to El  Paso and have stayed here pret ty regular ly ever s ince. How-

ever,  as I  said,  I  came to El  Paso because I  had TB, but I  got  better.
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But what I  was thinking about El  Paso was that downtown looks very s imi-

la r  to  me as  i t  d jd  when I  f i r s t  came here .  But  there  are  on ly  a  few

things down there that were here when I  landed. The change has come so

s ' low ly  and gradua l ly  tha t  I  haven ' t  no t iced  the  d i f fe rence l i ke  I  wou ld

have if I had gone away for a couple of years and then come back. I have

a te lephone d i rec to ry  f rom 1933 and when I  ge t  to  look ing  a t ' i t ,  those

s tores  aren ' t  here  anymore .  So l  E idberg  had h is  b ig  s to re  up  here ;  L igh t -

body  had h is  s to re  and i t ' s  gone.  l ^ le l l ,  they  are  a l1  gone except  a  few

I ' i  ke the Popul  ar  and l , lh i te House.
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