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Miss Terrazas,  where were you born?

I  was  bo rn  i n  Ch ihuahua  C i t y .

About  when?

0h ,  abou t  t he  t ime  o f  t he  Revo lu t i ono  wh i ch  l as ted  f r om l 9 l l  t o  
. | 928 ,

i n  be tween  tha t  t ime .

And your  fa ther  was.  .  .  ?

My fa ther  was a  Mex ' i can  c i t i zen ,  descendant  o f  the  f i rs t

of  M6xico.  The f i rst  Terrazas came with Cort6s;  he was a

col  on i  zadores

mayordomo.

M:

T :
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What is a mayordomo?

Mayordomo ' is  an overseer,  as

in  charge o f  the  hac ienda.

mayordomo. de hacjenda, the overseer

he was in  charge o f  th is  g roup o f

in

Bu t

persons who came with Cort6s.  Cort6s has received most of  the credi t

bu t ' in  the  d ia ry  tha t  the  anonymous conqu is tador  wro te ,  he  sa id ,  "So

tha t  c red i t  may no t  be  g iven to  one ind iv idua l ,  so  tha t  c red i t  may be

g iven to  a l l  those who took  par t  in  th is  journey ,  th is  d ia ry  i s  be ing

wr i t ten . "  The anonymous conqu is tador  was Franc isco  de  Ter razas .  He

went back to Spa' in but his son returned to Mdxico.  After returning

to M6xico two of  h is descendants,  brothers--one came to Sateb6 and

the other one came to Talamantes.  We descend from the brother who

came to Satebd. The fact  i  s  that  the descendants of  the brother f rom

Sateb6 were very proud of  the' i r  
' l ineage. 

They wanted to keep ' i t  intact ;

theywanted tokeep the , i r fa i r sk inandb lue

eyes  fo r  as  long  as  they  cou1d ,  so  they  were
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ver.y carefu'l i  n the i r [ i  ntermarri aqe] . Therefore , most of the fami 1y

has  s t i l l  conserved the i r  b lue  eyes  and the i r  fa i r  sk in  and b londe

ha i r  o r  [a re ]  very  ta l l  and  [have]  rugged sk in  [whfch  is ]  somet imes

red because o f  the  h iqh  w inds  and l i v ing  ou t  o f  doors .  The c i ty  o f

Ch ihuahua is  bu i l t  on  land tha t  was  qran ted  by  the  Span ish  Crown

to  the  f i rs t  one who came there .  I  s t i l l  have those papers .

I t  was granted to a Terrazas?

No.  I t  was  no t  g ran ted  to  a  Ter razas .  I t  was  qran ted  to . . . I  cannot

remember the name r ight  now, but th is man who came to conquer,  who

took  over  th is  land,  he  had the  papers  tha t  I  have.  The deeds say

that he came with a sword in one hand and the cross in the other.  He

took  the  land in  the  name o f  Chr is t ian i ty ,  jn  the  name o f  the  Span ' i sh

Crown. The fboundary]  marks that he said were the crossing of  the

two r ivers,  which was the Sacramento and the Chuvi tca. .  Then the

great  b ' iq  mounta ins ,  Cer ro  Grande,  [wh ich  means]  a  b ig  h i l l ;  then

there  is  Fresno.  I t  i s  a  town;  i t  must  have had a  f resno t ree- -e lm,

I  imaq ine .  I  don ' t  remember  what  " f resno"  means ' in  Eng l ish  r ioh t

now.  Then the  Cer ro  de l  Pa lomar ;  i t  s t i l l  ex is ts .  Those were  the

markers .

What  i s  th is  Cemo de l  Pa lomar?

I t  i s  ano ther  h i l l .  Th ' i s  land  was  kep t  in tac t  un t i l  t he  m ines

of  Santa  Eu la l ia  were  d iscovered,  then the  Span iards  came by  the  hun-

dreds to Chihuahua. There was no place to set t le,  so my ancestors

who already had the land-- they had been inher i t ing th is land from the

or iq ina l  owners- - they  donated  th is  por t ion  o f  land  where  the  two

r ivers  c rossed fo r  those Span ish  to  se t t le .  They  se t t led  f i rs t  there ,

then l i t t le  by  l ' i t t le  more  Span iards  came and the  c i ty  g rew and grew.
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More  mercedes,  tha t ' s  what  they ' re  ca l led ,  sec t ions ,  were  donated  to

the  c i ty  o f  Ch ihuahua.  They  d id  no t  charge;  they  donated  those lands .

My fa ther 's  fami ly  he ld  on  to  the  las t  merced,  " la  d ' t t ima mercedo"  the

7th ,  wh ich  was known o f  la te  as  the  "Labor  de  Ter razas . "  I t  was  no t

o r ig ina l l y  ca l led  the  "Labor  de  Ter razas" ;  i t  had  var ious  names.  I t

had been in  the  fami ly  fo r  genera t ions .  We he ld  on  to  tha t  land  un t i l

we so ld  i t  about  
.1957 

or  '58 .

How b ig  was  th is  land?  You  sa id  a  sec t ion  bu t . . .

The sect ion had been reduced because of  the aqrai istas.  They had been

taken over and then donat jons had been nru.ni - i .crrn.  r r ' .  runa

was qu i te  sma l l  bu t  i t  was  a  v i l l aqe  long  be fo re  Ch ihuahua  was  a  c i t y

or  any  k ind  o f  a  v i l lage .  ln le  he ld  on .  We had every th ing  there  l i ke

the  main  house,  the  p lace  where  they  a te  the i r  mea ls ,  and many o ther . . .

qu i te  a  b i t  o f  i ndus t ry  the re .  I t  was  a  l i t t l e  v i l l age ,  an  hac ienda .

Th is  por t ion  o f  l and  was  d jv ided  by  a  r i ve r ;  each  one  had  i t ' s  name.

One was ca l led  the  "0 t ra  Banda, "  "Labor  de  Do lores"  and the  o ther

one was ca l led  the  "Labor  de  los  Enr i 'qug2, "  lh6 l  was  my grea t  g rand-

father.  Then eventual ly they acquired the name of the Terrazas, "Labor

de Terrazas" because my father bought out al l  the hejrs and he kept

i t .  He wanted  to  keep i t  in  our  fami ly .  But  a f te r  the  Revo lu t ion

th is  land de ter io ra ted  to  the  po in t  where  he  wasn ' t  even be inq  a l lowed

to  keep the  water  r iqh ts  wh ich  came wi th  the  land gran t .  Th is  was

expropr iated by the c i ty of  Chihuahua because they needed water.  So

my fa ther 's  land  jus t  cou ld  no t  p ro f i t  w i thout  water .  Then eventua l l y

th is  land . . .we  inher i ted  i t  bu t  we  so ld  i t .  Now i t ' s  a  ve ry  n ice

l i t t l e  p iece  o f  l and ;  i t  has  spor ts .  Th is  r i ve r  s t i l l  c rosses ' i t .

The beaut i fu l  fo res t  tha t  my fa ther  p lan ted  is  s t i l l  there  and i t
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has a  race  t rack .  But  i t  i s  very  smal l  in  compar ison  to  what  i t

used to be. That is what I  mean by my ancestors being lords of  the

land long be fore  Don Lu is  Ter razas  came in  s igh t ,  long  be fore  he  was

born .  Don Lu is  was a  very  f ine  person,  very  indus t r ious .  He l i ked

hard  work .  He dea l t  w i th  ca t t le  and he  fe l l  in  love  w i th  Caro l ina

Cui l ty,  who I  understand is a descendent of  those who signed the

Mex ican Independence.  The name is  I r i sho  or ig ina l l y .  She mar r ied

h im and l ' i t t le  by  l i t t le  he  became very  p rosperous .  He bouqht  land

here near Juirez,  the "Hacienda de San Lorenzo."  I  understand that

he  bouqht  i t  fo r  very  f i t t le - -p robab ly  one peso an  hec tare ,  wh ich  is

smal le r  than an  acre .  He bought  i t  fo r  20 ,000 pesos ,  i f  I  remember

wel l .  A few years later,  maybe twenty years later,  i t  was worth over

a  mi l l ion .  The reason th is  land was wor th less  was because o f  the

Ind ians  there .  I t  was  so  covered w i th  Ind ians ,  savages,  tha t  no  one

wanted that land. Then Don Luis worked hard to bui ld i t  into what

i t  was, what i t  became. That was one of  the ways he made a for tune.

There were other means by which he prof i ted.

Such as?

No,  I  canno t  say  i t . . . I  w i l l  no t  say  i t .  [Lauqh te r ]  There  a re  many

reasons.  He was a  good war r io r ,  he  was a  good so ld ie r ,  he  fouqht

against  Texas, and he fought in favor of  Mdxico when Texas seceded.

He was a good soldier and he became very prominent because he entered

po l i t i cs .  He fouqht  aga ins t  the  French.  That  i s  when my unc le  was

a lso  f igh t ing .  He was a  co lone l  in  the  army under  Genera l  Don Lu ' i s

Ter razas ,  my unc le  h is  f i rs t  cous in .  He was the  one who captured

Ind io  V ic to r io .  The fami ly  s t i l l  has  the  lance captured  f rom Ind io

Vi ctor i  o .



M: Ind io  V ic to r io?

T:  Ind io  V ic to r io  was a  ch ie f .

M: He was Apache?

T:  The Apache Ch ie f .  Bu t  he  was no t  a  red  sk in .  He was a  wh i te  man,

captured  by  the  Ind ians  here  near  San Anton io  de . . . r igh t  here ,  very

c lose ,  d  l i t t le  town c lose  to  Ju f rez .  That ' s  where  th is  Ind io  V ic to r io

was born.  He was taken away from his mother when he was a l i t t le boy

and he was reared as an Indian and he was taught to f i .qht  l ike an

Ind ian .  When he grew up as  a  man,  he  used to  come v is i t  h is  mother

here ,  c lose  to  Judrez .  He wou ld  b r ing  a l l  h is  Ind ian  t r ibes  and they

wou ld  never  touch any th ing  tha t  be ' longed to  h is  paren ts .  My unc le  who

fought  these Ind ians  had an  Ind ian  who ac ted  as  a  gu ide .  He wou ld  wa lk

f i rs t  in to  these p laces  or  he  wou ld  te1 ' l  my unc le  how the  t r ibes  were ,

or what they were doing. He would act  as a person who would go in

ius t  be fore  my unc le  wou ld  go  in .  He was a  grea t  he ' lp  to  my unc1e.

My unc le  wou ld  f igh t  these Ind jans  because i t  was  e i ther  to  l i ve  o r

to  d ie .

Tha t ' s  r i  gh t .

Then many o f  these l i t t le  ch i ld ren  tha t  were  le f t  homeless ,  my unc le

wou ld  p ick  them up,  b r ing  them to  Ch ihuahua C i ty  and p lace  them in

pr iva te  fami l ies .  They  were  reared as  the i r  ch i ld ren  or  somet imes as

servants .  But  he  wou ld  a lways  g ive  them h is  name,  Ter razas .  And

therefore,  there are many descendents of  those l i t t le Indians now

bearing the name of Terrazas. The Temazas fami ly is wel l  known by

the i r  b lue  eyeso fa i r  complex ion ,  and ra ther  b londe- -  some not  so

blonde. But anyway, even Luis had blue eyes and my uncle,  Joaquin

Temazas, had blue eyes. He was a brother of  my great grandmother.
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My grandfather,  my father 's father had blue eyes and al l  of  us

chi ldren of  my father have blue eyes. We were al l  born in Mdxico,

except the one who was born in New Mexico; he has black eyese [Laughter]

l i ke  my mother .  My fa ther  wou ld  jok ing ly  say ,  "Wel1 ,  he  rebe l led ;

he  wanted  to  be  a  Mex ican c i t i zen ,  So he  wanted  to  look  l i ke  a  Mex i -

can. "  [Laughter ]  He is  very  fa i r ,  my bro ther .  He 's  the  on ly  one

born  here ;  he 's  very  fa i r  l i ke  my mother ,  very  wh i te  complex ion .

My mother had a whi te complexion, but she had dark hair  and brown

eyes so my brother came out with brown eyes.

You  were  ta lk ing  abou t  h is  f i gh t ing  the  Ind ians ,  V ic to r io .  Was  he  in

on the  death  o f  V ic to r io?

Yes ,  he  was  the  one  who cap tu red  V ic to r io ,  k i l f i ng  h im w i th . . .he  was

ca l led  the  "hero  o f  Three Cast1es , "  "Hdroe de  Tres  Cast i l los"  because

hav inq  k i l l ed  Ind io  V ic to r io ,  then  the  Ind ians  were  le f t  w i thou t

leadersh ip .  From then on  i t  was  poss ib le ,  s ince  V ' i c to r io  was a l ready

dead,  i t  became poss ib le  fo r  the  ra i l roads  to  en ter  Ch ihuahua and

come up nor th .  That ' s  about  lBB0 or  lBB l .  Ch ihuahua prospered a f te r

tha t .  There fore ,  Don Lu ' i s  Ter razas '  lands  wh ich  he  had acqu i red  fo r

very  l i t t le  became very  va luab le .  There  were  no  more  Ind ians ,  w i ld

Ind ians ;  the  Ind ians  se t t led  and they  were  peacefu ' I .  They  were  ab le

to t ravel  wi thout that  danger that  they had had. I  understand that

Ind io  V ic to r io  used to  run  f rom Ch ihuahua c lear  over  to  New Mex ico ,

back  and fo r th  on  h is  runs  f igh t ing  wh i te  peop le ,  f igh t ing  the  Mex icans .

D id  you  know h im by  chance?  I  don ' t  mean V ic to r io . . .

My unc le?  No,  he  d ied  long be fore  I  was  born ;  he  d ied  in  the  ear ly

century.  I t  has of ten been said in the fam' i ly  that  Don Luis was very

jea lous  o f  h is  cous in  because o f  h is  v ic to r ies ,  tha t  he  was be t te r .
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Everyone knew that my uncle Joaqu#, Col  .  Joaquln r . r ruras,  was a

better warr ior  and better f iqhter than Don Luis.  when the French

defeated Don Luis Terrazas at  Tava' lopa, my uncle heard that Don Luis

had been defeated so he went out wi th his own troops, f f iy  uncle
t

Joaquin Temazas, to help Don Luis.  He defeated the French who had

defea ted  Don Lu is .  Th is  was one o f  the  chapters  in  Don Lu is  Ter razas '

l i fe  tha t  he  d id  no t  w ish  ment ioned much less  c red i t  g iven  to  h is

own cous in  the  co lone l .  W unc le  fJoaqu in ]  *u ,  very  modest ;  he

d idn ' t  l i ke  to  boas t  o r  b rag .  He fought  30  years  and he  was g iven

on ' l y  the  co lone lsh ip  because Don Lu is  was the  genera l ,  h is  cous jn .

Then about  ]903 when my unc le  was an  o ld ,  o ld  man he had a l ready

wr i t ten  h is  d ' ia ry  about  h is  adventures .  But  Don Lu is  wou ld  never

a l low h im to  pub l i sh  them.  That  was sa id  in  the  fami ly .  I t  was

very  we l l  known.  The Escobar  b ro thers ,  who d i rec ted  the  co l lege o f

Aqr icul ture in Ju{rez,  were the ones who publ ished his memoirs.

They  were  ac tua l ' l y  memoi rs  o f  h is  adventures ,  l i ke  f igh t ing  the  Ind ians .

There  are  a  few cop ies  ye t  in  ex is tence;  I  have one or  two cop ies .

One o f  my cous ins  is  wr i t ing  a  book  on  Joaqu i 'n  T . r .u rur .  He is  an

attorney in Judrez;  I  cannot remember his name, but he has been

wr i t ing  a  book .  I  don ' t  know i f  he  has  comple ted  the  book  taken on

the  memoi rs  o f  Co l . , :oaqu i 'n  Ter razas .  The Co lone l  has  been ca l led  and

ment ioned  even  in  th i s  book  Ch ihuahua  by  L is te r  and  L is te r . . .he 's

cal led the " forgotten man" and he actual ly was the " forgotten man' ,  for

many genera t ions ,  many.years .  I t  i s  now on ly  tha t  c red i t  i s  be ing

g iven to  h im.  But  the  fac t  was  tha t  he  l i ved  dur ing  the  t ime tha t

Don Lu is  Ter razas  was becoming a  po l i t i ca l  f igure ,  b igger  and b igger

al l  the t ime. He did not wish for my unc' le to get much credi t  much
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less take any of  the credi t  away from Don Luis or the fame or the

g' lamor.  Therefore,  he was obscure for  many, many years unt i l  now,

very  c lose  to  the  t ime when Don Lu is 's  fami ly  and h is  empi re  came

tumbl ing  down- - tha t ' s  when Co lone l  Joaqu ih  Ter razas  is  now be ing . . .

s ince  then  i s  when  he 's  been . . .

You say there are memoirs that  the Colonel  lef t?

Yes,  pub l i shed.  I  th ink  I  have two books ,  memoi rs ;  they ' re  about  ha l f

an  inch  th ick ,  ve ry ' i n te res t ing .

The at torney is going to br ing out another book?

The a t to rney  is  wr i t ing  a  book  on  the  memoi rs  o f  h is  g rea t  g randunc le ,
/

Don Joaqu in  Ter razas .  There  was a  l i t t le  jea lousy  be tween the  fami l ies .

However ,  they  were  s t i l l  on  f r iend ly  te rms.  But  my fa ther  [s i l ves t re ] ,

a young man of  30, decided that he did not have to be 1oya1 to that

branch of  the fami ly,  much less when there was so much coryupt ion,  be-

cause power  was in  jus t  one person 's  hands .  He was fear less ;  he  d idn ' t

care.  He began his campaign about 
. |902 

when there was a bank robbery.

I  th ink the bank robbery was at  about 1902. Then several  th ings

happenedn no t  too  c red i tab le  to  some cer ta in  ind iv idua ls  in  Ch ihuahua.

The robbery to the Banco Minero in Chihuahua was a big scandle.  That

was the  beg inn ing  o f  the  Revo lu t ion  ac tua l l y ,  because i t  b rought  about

cer ta in  t ru ths  wh ich  the  Ter razas  fami ly  cou ld  no  longer  cont ro l .

Members of  Don Luis Terrazas'  fami ly were involved in i t ;  he was no!

nor was Don Enr ique Creel .  But Don Enr ique Creel  was-- they had tr ied to cover

up t f t i i  ionUery-wtr icfr  was part . . .  i t  was a fact  that  one certain

member of  the fami ly had something to do with the robbery.  Many

tnnocent people wene being jnvolVed, lpying to make them confess

that they were gui l ty;  they would not.  That 's when my father,s cam-

paign was directed straight at  the Terrazas-Creel  Regime. Then about
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that  t ime Don Enr ique Creel  was running for governor of  the state

of chihuahua. Lega' l ly  he could not be Governor of  the state of  chi-

huahua.  He was the  son o f  an  Amer ican consu lo  born  under  the  Amer ican

f laq.  My father t r ied to br ing about the fact  that  he could not

legal ly be a governor.  Those things created great enmit ies towards

my dad. Then the people,  started br inging stor ies to my father,  real

s to r ies ,  ask ing  h im to  speak  fo r  them.  My fa ther  d id ;  i t  cos t  my

fa ther  many impr isonments ,  many f ines  fo r  coming ou t  r igh t  and c r i t i c iz ing

the Terrazas-Creel  Regime. Therefore,  my father was becoming a f igure

among those peop le .  They  cons idered h im an "Apost le "  o f  the i r  causes .

Many times there were marchers comjng up to my father's newspaper

ask ing  h im to  appear  a t  the  w indow so  tha t  he  cou ld  hear  the i r  causes .

My fa ther  wou ld  pub l i sh  the i r  g r ievances ,  wh ich  is  one o f  the  th ings

that the Terrazas Regime had against  my father.  My father 's campaigns were so

powerful that many-f,toTnEyS wouTd say th.tmy father was SuCceStfrl in pTead:

ing  a  cause or  in  w inn jng  a  cause fo r  them where  a lTFotherT  a t to rneys  cou ld

nof 5e SucceSsTul . Then Theie-weie many 
-intdlTecJua-Ii just-about t-hat-tinre;'

tha t  was  in  
. |909 ,  

th i s  campa ign  aga ins t  th j s  robbery  o f  the  Banco  i l i ne ron

which  covered th ree  years  t ime.  H is to r ians  c la im tha t  my fa ther  was

the ' in i t ia to r ,  the  one who pu t  the  spark  in  the  Revo lu t ion .  That  was

what brought about the corrupt ion that existed among those people who

had been in  power  so  1ong.

They claimed that your father was the one who helped inst igate the

bank robbery?

No, no, my father was the one who was defending those who were being

blamed for the bank robbery.  I t  is  most interest ing because the bank

was in downtown Chihuahua. The wal l  was three feet wide.

Adobe ?l,l :
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T :  No,  rock ,  perhaps  adobe,  rock  and adobe.  But  anyway i t  cou ld  no t

have been perforated in a few hours overnight wi thout someone hear ing

them- The perforation was done, the robbery was conrnitted, and the

nex t  day  the  n igh t  watchman,  h is  fami ly ,  and severa l  employees  o f

the bank were imprisoned. They were accused of  the robbery.  They

were innocent.  Then my father started receiv ing 
' let ters 

f rom the

v ic t ims ' fami l i es ,  te l l i ng  h im tha t  they  had  no  connec t ion  w i th  the

robbery.  My father bel ieved the story and he defended them, their

causerpubf ic ly.  My father started invest igat ing the robbery and he

found i t  could not have been possible for  the robbery to have been

commit ted in one night;  The perforat ion must have been made days

before,  started days before because i t  could not have been made in one

niqht,  three feet adobe wal1s,  three feet th ick.  Anyway, they could

not get any confession from these vict ims. The vict ims were hung by

the i r  thumbs  to  make  them. . .

M: You mean the ones who were accused of  robbing the bank or having

someth ing  to  do  w i th  i t . . .?

T :  The innocent  peop le ,  the  v ic t ims,  the  ones  who were  be ing  v ic t im ized

by the author i t ies.  They were being accused of  the robbery;  they were

innocent.  They were hung by their  thumbs for hours to make them confess

of the robbery;  they refused. Some of them, were whipped. Because my

father would not stop those newspaper campaigns my father ani lh ls brother- in- law

were pui  ' in pr ison 
-Thejr  

shir ts werei iFFEddfof them-and they receTved severa' l

whippings to t ry to force them to stop that campaign. My father re-

fused. When my father came home--he was let  f ree--he had strap marks

behind, marks of  the whippings that my father had received. That was

one of  the th ings that prompted my father in turning him al l  the more
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to f ight  that  Temazas-Creel  Regime. From then on i t  was easy

for  a l l  these in te l lec tua ls  who had wanted  the  Ter razas  Reg ime to

co' l lapse to get together.  They knew that their  only hope of  success

was to  ge t  a  man who cou ld  conduct  a  revo lu t ion f  who cou ld  f igh t  fo r

them.  The on ly  man they  cou ld  th ink  o f  was  tha t  rebe l ,  tha t  band i t

Pancho V i l la .  Because o f  h is  audac i ty ,  h is  b rave  deeds tha t  he  had,

he  was l i ke  a  Rob in  Hood;  he  was he lp ing  the  poor  in  h is  own way.  Now

the story of  Pancho Vi l la runs into many chapters.  Many say that

he  adopted  h is  name f rom an o ld ,  o ld  band i t  who had been runn ing  loose

in  the  f ie lds  in  Ch ihuahua do ing  the  same th ings  tha t  la te r  Pancho

V i l l a  d id .  I t  [ i s ]  sa id  tha t  th i s  Pancho  V i11a ,  the  one  we know as

the  band i t - -Genera l  Pancho V i l la  o f  the  l910 's ,  when he  was a  young

man he was a ranger.  [Accordinq to]  th is story I  have heard several

t imes,  Pancho V i l la  number  one d ied  and th is  Doro teo  Arangoo the

one we know as  Genera l  Pancho V i l la ,  F ranc isco  V i11a,  took  the  name

of  the  or ig ina l  number  one,  so  he  became Pancho V i l la .  He kept  up

the story and some of the people say that he was act inq as a ranger,

persecut ing  th is  nonex is ten t  a l ready  dead Pancho V i l la  number  one.

That 's  what  has  been sa id ;  tha t ' s  the  way he  p laced h imse l f  to  be

Pancho V i l la ,  the  band i t .  He go t  the  fame f rom the  or ig ina ' l  Pancho

Vi l la 'number  one.  He was dead,  he  was a  very  o ld  man by  tha t  t ime

but th is other one, he had the fame and he had the audaci ty and the

bravery so they wanted to qet tn iS-man who was only in his 30rs.  So

they  inv i ted  h im to  come in to  th is  meet ing  o f  revo luc ionar ios  and

Pancho V i l la  was a l ready  wa i t ing  fo r  them.  But  Pancho V i l la  was no t

going to be captured in ambush so he brought his guards and p' laced

them in several  buidl ings around there.  He warned them that i f  he
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d idn ' t  come out  they  had be t te r  s ta r t  shoot ing .  Wel l

necessary because Pancho Vi l ' la was convinced that Don

eonztez was a s incere man and he was a good person.

fo l lower  and he  o f fe red  h is  he1p.  That ' s  how Pancho

the  Revo l  u t ion .

I ' l  I  be  darned !

12

,  i t  wasnr t

Abraham

He became his

V i l  la '  en tered

Pancho V i l la ,  the  one we a l l  know as  the  band i t  o r  has  been wr i t ten

up as a bandi t ,  was a man of  good deeds and bad deeds. He could be

just  as good as he could be evi l  wl i th his enemies. He was v€r^Jr

very. . . i f  he had ever received a favor f rom someone he never forgot

i t .  He appreciated my father for  the fact  that  he had defended h' im

when he d idn ' t  even know h im.  My fa ther  had sa id  in  one o f  h is  news-

paper campaigns that the cr ime commit ted at  such and such a place

cou ld  no t  have been commi t ted  by  the  band i t ,  F ranc isco  V i l la  o r  Pancho

Vi l la .  Pancho V i l la  never  fo rgo t  tha t  and he  became a  s teadfas t

f r iend of  my father 's.  He protected him; he never al lowed anyone to

touch h im and he  h imse l  f  never  tu rned aga ins t  h im.  He had grea t

respect for  my father.  I  heard a story f rom an old man. He said

tha t  a t  one t ime Pancho V i l la  and severa l  o f  h is  o f f i cers  and my

fa ther  had gone ou t  to  the  f ie ldso  ou t  in  the  open.  Pancho V i l la  wanted

to  show h is  markmansh ip  and he  sa id ,  " I ' l l  shoot  a t  tha t  f lower ,  Vou

want  to  see my markmansh ip?"  My fa ther  mot ioned w i th  h is  hand,  "S top ,

wait . "  My father went ahead and went for  that  f lower,  cut  i t  and

brought  i t  to  Pancho V i l la .  A l l  wh ich  showed tha t  my fa ther  was jus t

as  brave a  man as  Pancho V i l la  because Pancho V i l la  cou ld  have shot

my father r ight  then i f  he had wanted to.  My father was the opposi te

of  Fancho Vi l la.  Some other people te l l  me that my father had such
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f ine manners,  he was such a gent leman, so ref ined compared to

Pancho v i11a.  Never the less ,  Pancho v i l la  was  very  use fu l  to  the

Revo lu t ion .  He he lped make the  Revo lu t ion  success fu l .  0n  one

occas ion  when they  had to  go  v is i t  a  cer ta in  person in  h is  home,

Pancho V i l la  had sore  fee t ;  he  was t ry ing  to  rub  h is  fee t  and h is

legs  and my fa ther  in  h is  n ice  manner  mot ioned and made a  fac ia l

movement ;  "Don ' t ,  don ' t  do  tha t ,  no t  here , "  and Pancho V i l la  com-

p le te ly  s t ra igh tened up  and no  longer  rubbed h is  legs  or  h is  fee t .

Fle was so t i red.  My father had a great inf luence and qreat ef fect

on  Pancho V i l la ,  in  h is  manners  and h is  ways .  He was very  g ra te fu l

to  my fa ther  fo r  many th ings .  Pancho V i l la ,  a i though he  was con-

s idered  a  band i t ,  had around h im some o f  the  most  in te l lec tua l

peop le- -peop le  o f  b ra ins ,  capab le  ind iv idua ls  so  he  was no t  a lways

the  man o f  c r ime as  they  p lace  h im.

Do you think he was a man of  cr ime? You refemed to him a few t imes

as a man who committed crimes or was bad in some respects.

Yes, he was responsible for  many cr imes, but just  remember that  i t

was  a  revo lu t ion  and i f  he  d idn ' t  ac t ,  take  dras t ic  measures  to  keep

the men in hand, they would eventual ' ly  come back and get him. That

was the only way he could keep order.  Some of his men betrayed him;

he would not forgive a betrayal .  And i f  he had, he would capture them--

the ones who betrayed him--or [ their ]  fami l ies and that 's when he

commi t ted  c r imes.  So. they  say  tha t  every th ing  is  fa i r  in  war  and

love .  l laughter ]  We have to  f ind  ou t  the  reasons  why V i l la  k i l led  and

assassinated the persons he did.  Maybe that was the only way he

could come back at  the indiv iduals who had betrayed him who had caused
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much more bloodshed. The only way to put them in order was to

go a f te r  what  they  loved the  most ,  the i r  fami l ies .  He d id  commi t

many cr imes and many of  the members of  those fami l ies st i l l  cannot

forget those cr imes. They wi l l  not  a l low that monument that  has

been bu i l t  fo r  the  Revo lu t ion ,  in  memory  o f  the  Revo lu t ion ,  and the

heroes  o f  the  Revo lu t ion  [ to ]  be  named "Pancho V i l la . "  The fac ia l

features,  everything about the f igure and that horse r ight  across

from the Governor 's house r ight  now on Avenida Universidad shows that

he  is  Pancho V i l la .  But  the  members  o f  those fami l ies  tha t  he  assass ina ted

or  he  commi t ted  c r imes aga ins t  w i l l  no t  a l low tha t  monument  to  be

named fo r  Pancho V i l la .  l , r je  do  no t  th ink  tha t  Pancho V i l la  w i l l  have

a monument  in  h is  name fo r  a t  leas t  th is  p resent  genera t ion .  L ike

Don Porf i r ioo l ike Cortds;  CortJs does not have a monument in Mexico.

Did you know that?

M:  No ,  I  wou ld  be  very  cu r ious  to  know. . .

T: Do you know why?

M :  N 0 . . .

T: Because he was very cruel  to the Indians, by burning one of  the

k ing 's  fee t  in  o rder  to  ge t  go1d.  The Mex icans  now,  mest izos ,  can-

not  fo rg ive  h im fo r  the  c r imes he  commi t ted  aga ins t  the i r  own peop le ,

the  Ind ians .  They  w i l l  no t  a l low one monument  in  favor  o f  Cor tJs .

Poor Don Porf i r io does not have a monument.  He died in France and

they  had wanted  fo r  a  long t ime to  b r ing  h is  remains .  I  don ' t  know

if  they have ever been brought to Mexico;  I  have not kept up with that .

But  the  rea l  hero  o f  the  Revo lu t ion  is  Maderon Franc isco  I .  Madero .

Why wou ld  he  be  the  hero  o f  the . . .?

Because he was the one who came out and ran for President against  Don

Por f i r io ,  dur ing  the  very ' las t  days ,  years  o f  h is  re ign .  No one



was ever  success fu l  .  .  . success fu l  i y  led

defea ted  or  k i l led  or  done away w i th .

ou t  as  the  leader  o f  a l l  these peop le ,

My father went to some

Aguasca l ien tes , . |9 . |6 .
. |9 . l5 .  

But  he  must  have

I just  wondered ' i f  you

about Zapata other than

No.

t5

campaign. They were always

Franci sco I. Madero came

those who I ater became

any

Don

of

rebe ls ,  f rom the  Revo lu t ion  s ide .  He was the  head o f  the  Revo lu t ion

of Mexico.  But he was elected President and then he was betrayed

by h is  own V ice  Pres ident ,  Huer ta .  He is  ca l led  the  chaga l  o r ' , the

t ra i to r . "  That ' s  a  long s to ry .  I t  runs  f rom lg l l  to  1929.

M:  Where  d id  he  d ie?  Here  in  E l  Paso ,  d idn ' t  he?

T:  He d ied  here  in  E l  Paso.

M: Cancer,  I  bel ieve, i f  I  remember comect ly.

T :  I  canno t  reca l l ,  d id  he  d ie  o f  the  l i ve r . . .d r ink ing  qu i te  a  b i t?

M:  He  had  been  in  p r i son ,  a  m i l i t a ry  s tockade  a t  F t .  B l i ss .  [He  was ]

qu i te  i11  and f ina l l y  d ied .  D id  your  fa ther  know Zapata?  A l "e  you

fami l i a r  w i th . . .?

T : o f  those convent ions ,  l i ke  the  Convenc iJn  de

No,  he  d idn ' t  because my fa ther  came in  0c tober

heard  o f  h im.

had ever heard any comment or know anything

the .  .  .

I  ga ther  you d idnr t  th ink  a  who le  lo t  o f  Huer ta .  Huer ta  was ca l led

the "butcher" and a great many var ious names. Was he actual ly a

butcher?

Madero  was los ing  ground because he  was mak ing  mis takes .

You mean as  a  Pres ident?

As a  Pres ident  he  was rnak ing  mis takes .  Probabry  he  was grea t ly  in -

f luenced by the southerners down in southern Mdxico.  In my concept ion
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the  peop ' le  in  the  South  d id  no t  f igh t  the  Revo lu t ion  l i ke  we d id  up

Nor th .  Madero  was g iv ing  Pres ident ia l  pos i t ions  to  ind iv fdua ls  who

d id  no t  mer i t  i t ,  l i ke  Pascua l  0 rozco.  Pascua ' l  Orozco o f  Ch ihuahua

was very disappointed with Madero for not having appointed him some

k ind  o f  min is te r .  So  he  tu rned aga ins t  Madero .  Honest ly ,  I  guess  you

fight anyway you can when you are treated that way--no recognition for

your ef for ts.  He fought wel l ;  he lost  h is for tune, th js Pascual

[0rozco].  Then to f ind that he is a forgotten man by Madero and some-

body comes up [and] gets the post that  they didn' t  even deserve.

That shows that Madero must have been great ly inf luenced by those people

down South.

What  d id  l4adero  look  l i ke?

I never met him. But he was a short  man with a black beard,  very

smal l  f ramed. But he was also f rom a very ar istocrat ic fami ly--men

who had a lot  of  land and wealth in their  hands. Therefore,  he,  too,

was f igh t ing  aga ins t  the  very  same pr inc ip les  tha t  the i r  fami ly

stood for-- the wealth in a few hands l ike Terrazas. My father by al l

means and by al l  reason, anyone would have expected him to be in

favor of  Don Luis but not al l  of  them agreed with the tact ics that

Don Luis was using. What do you suppose Don Fascual  Orozco did?

I  don ' t  know.  What  d id  he  do?

Here  the  Revo lu t ion  s tands  aga ins t  one man,  Don Lu is  Ter razas ,  and h is

regime and his power and his weal th.

Is he President of  Me' l ico?

No.  He was Ch ihuahua,  he

contro ' l  of  a l l  the state.

Pascua' l  Orozco gets up in

north,  he was governor,  and he had

owned 3/4 of  the state of  Chihuahua.

and  f iqh ts  th i s  man a long  w i th  V i l l a .

was

He

arms
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I  th ink  he  was above V i l la  in  the  mi l i ta ry  g rade.  When Franc isco

Madero did not appoint  h im a member of  h is President ja l  Cabinet,  he

turns around and he receives help f rom Don Luis Terrazas to create a

counter Revolut ion.  Then he is considered a t ra i tor  because he is be-

traying his own reasons for f ight ing the f i rst  t ime. My father did

not change coats;  my father stood in favor of  the Revolut ion.  He

took sides with Madero; he fought in favor of  Madero and he stood

a long s ide  V i l la ,  suppor t ing  h im every  t ime he  cou ld .  That  does  no t

mean that my father took part  jn those cr imes. But my father did not

change coats.  When my father was t i red of  so much f ight ing he told

Pancho V i l la  tha t  he  wanted  to  re lax ;  he  wanted  to  come and. . .he  was

t i red of  so much f ight ing.  He wanted to come across the r iver and just

take  i t  easy  fo r  awh i le .  He  was  very . . .h i s  hea l th ,  and  h is  fami l y

he  wanted  to  b r ing  them out .  Pancho V i l la  d id  no t  tu rn  aga ins t  my

dad. Up to l92l  and '22 he wrote my father in the most beaut i fu l

terms of  f r iendship that  anyone could have thought that  man could

express.  You know Pancho Vi  I  la coul  d not wr i  te wel  I  .  .  .  he had his

secretar ies wr i te,  type his let ters but he signed them. He learned

to  read in  p r ison .

t^ lh ich  pr ison  was th is?

Huerta wanted to get r id of  Pancho Vi l la

in  one o f  the  hac iendas Pancho V i l la  had

by orders of  Huerta,  taken pr isoner wi th

later for  horse theft .  He was in pr ison

a po l i t i ca l  p r isoner ,  in  the  same pr ison

wr i te .  He jo ined the  Revo lu t ion  w i thout

because he was a menace. So

s to len  a  horse  and he  was,

the  idea o f  shoot ing  h im

and one of  the of f icers--

taught him how to read and

knowing how to read and wri te.
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M: You were talk ing about your father f ight ing on the side of  the Re-

vo lu t ion .  0 f  course ,  obv ious ly  he  ran  a  newspaper .  D id  he  a lso

lead an army or a gor i l la band or something? t^ lh ich newspaper did he

wri te?

T:  E l  Cor reo  de  Ch ihuahua,  the  Ch ihuahua Post .

M: And he ran it from when to when?

T:  From lB99 to  1935.

M: How did he come to start  in the newspaper business or how did he get

in to  i t?

T: That 's a very f ine quest ion you've asked. When my father graduated

f rom schoo l  in  Mex ico  C i ty  he  came back  to  Ch ihuahua.  H is  unc le  was

a member of the clergy and my father got a post as the secretary to the

f i rst  b ishop of  Chihuahua. My father acted as secretary to him for

two or three years.  Then this bishop asked him to take over La Revista

Catd l i ca ,  a  Catho l i c  news magaz ine .  My fa ther  took  over  and he  pub l ished

this. f rom 
. |890 

to 1897. Then he publ ished another newspaper ca1' led

La Nida Chihuahuense and from there he started his dai ly newspaper,

Correo de Chihuahua on January I ,  1899. He directed that newspaper

t i l l  
. |935. 

From ]899 to 
. l935 

he suffered imprisonments,  f ines for

newspaper campaigns he conducted.

Who was he conduct ing these campaigns against?

Aga ins t  the  cor rup t  o f f i c ia ls ,  comupt ion  in  the  government .  I t  so

happened that his newspaper was pre-Revolut ion--before the Revolut ion--

dur ing  the  Revo lu t ion ,  and a f te r  the  Revo lu t ion- -pos t  Revo lu t ion .

But f rom l9l3 to l9 l5 my father did not publ ish his newspaper because

he d id  no t  w ish  h is  name,  the  name o f  h is  newspaper . . .  He was an

off ic ia l  of  the government and he rented his newspaper.  I  cannot

remember the name of the newspaper.  I  th ink i t  was the New Era, the
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translat ion,  but the name in Spanish I  cannot reca' l l .  He rented

h is  newspaper  and i t  ran  f rom'19 '13  to  19 ]5  and tha t  i s  the  co l ' lec t ion

tha t  ex is ts  a t  the  cap i to l ,  Qu i te  a  la rge  co l lec t ion ,  wh ' i ch  my fa ther

d idn ' t  have.  And tha t  used to . . . tha t  was  the  proper ty  o f  Ledn Bar r i ' .

Where he got i t  I  don' t  know. He gave i t  to Francisco Almada, the author

of  many histor ical  books, [who] sold i t  to the government.  You can

get  tha t  a t  the  Ch ihuahua cap i to l .

What  k ind  o f  t ra in ing  d id  your  fa ther  have wh ich  wou ld  qua ' l i f y  h im to

run a newspaper?

He took business administrat ion in Mdxico Ci ty.  He had always had a

knack  fo r  wr i t ing  and the  b ishop probab ' l y  saw h is  ab i l i t y  to  wr i te  [so ]

he  asked h im to  take  over  the  La  Rev is ta  Cato l i ca ,  wh ich  is  a  Catho l i c

pub l ica t ion .  Even today  you hear  about  i t  o r  i t ' s  even pub l ished

in  d i f fe ren t  fo rms or  in  d i f fe ren t  c i t ies  bu t  usua l ly  tha t ' s  the  name,

La.  Rev is ta  Cat5 t ica .  There  was a  La  Rev is ta  Cat6 l i ca  pub l i shed here

in E' l  Paso up to about ten years ago. Probably my father had a knack

for wr i t ing.  I  have documents or wr i t ings that my father f i rst  wrote.

He wro te  a  l i t t le  p rose  in  favor  o f  h is  g randfa ther ,  ded ica ted  a  l i t t le

piece of  prose to my grandfather, to his grandfather.  The same sent i -

ment that  he expresses at  the age of  n ine he expressed at  the age of

16 and at  the age of  52-- the same form, the same feel ings [of ]  respect

[ fo r ]  h is  e lders ,  respec t  [ fo r ]  h is  paren ts ,  and the  du ty  tha t  a  ch i ld

owes to  h is  paren ts .  That  i s . . . I  have those th ree  p i ,eces  tha t  he  wro te

on ly  as  cur ious i ty  to  show how a  person fee ls .  I f  he  fee ls  one way,  i t

seems to  me,  th roughout  h is  l i fe ,  he ' l l  fo l low the  same pat te rn  un less

he gets s ick in the head and changes. But my father had the same feel-

ing f rom the t ime he was nine to the t ime that he died. I  have his
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persona l  le t te rs  wh ich  d id  no t  go  to  the  Un ivers i ty  o f  Ca l i fo rn ia .

H is  p r iva te ,  persona l  le t te rs  d id  no t  en ter - -on1y  those o f  h is

Ipub l  i c ]  1  i fe .

Why not?

Because there are two parts of  a person's l i fe that  should not be

connected ;one is  your  pub l i c  l l fe - -you are  respons ib le  fo r  the  ind iv i -

dua ls ,  fo r  the  c i t i zenny  tha t  you  are  respons ib le  fo r  those ac ts

before them. In your pr ivate l i fe you are f ree to act  as an indiv idual

before your fami ly.  Those are two di f ferent fact ions that should never

be connected. They are two di f ferent th ings. In other words,  I  d id

not  w ish  h is  p r iva te  l i fe  to  en ter  in  tha t ,  tha t ' s  sgpara te .  La ter

on  i f  we w ish  to  g ive  those: l 'e t te rs  i t ' s  d i f fe ren t .  Bu t  I  don ' t  be l ieve

tha t  a  person 's  p r iva te  l i fe ,  tha t  a  person 's  persona l  l i fe  i s  par t

o f  the . . . i t ' s  no t  fo r  pub l i c  v iew.  Tha t  i s  h is  own l i f e .  Tha t  i s  h is

own r ight  to ho' ld to himsel f .  t , t lhy shouid he show his pr ivate l i fe to

ind iv idua ls  he  owes no th ing  to?  He is  on ly  respons ib le  fo r  h is  p r iva te

ac ts  to  h is  fami ly ,  no t  to  the  pub l ic .

I  was  th ink ing  in  te rms . . . I  wasn ' t  d i sagree ing  w i th  you ,  a l though  I

th ink  I  do  a  l i t t le  b i t . . .bu t  many t imes peop le  don ' t  want  to  know s imp ' ly

fo r  a  mat te r  o f  p ick ing  up  goss ip  bu t  they ' re  very  cur ious .  Jus t  l i ke

Pres ident  Kennedy. . .peop le  a re  very  cur ious  about  h is  p r iva te  l i fe  and

Johnson, of  course, many people want i t  so they can sneer,  I  real ize

this.  But other people are genuinely interested. What does he have

for supper,  how does he treat his chi ldreno is he a very warm father,

and so  on .  These are  th ings  wh ich  h is to r ians  and the  genera l  pub l i c  a re . . .

I t  is  very t rue.  But I 'd id not feel  that  when that archive-- .hr 's let ters

and h is  papers- -went  to  the  Un ivers i ty  o f  Ca l i fo rn ia - - I  made i t  very
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p ' la in  tha t  h is  p r iva te  l i fe  was no t  inc luded.  That  i s  fo r  us  to  save

i t - . -maybe la te r  on .  But  we wou ld  p re fe r  tha t  h is  p r iva te  l i fe  remain

w i th  h is  fami l y .

I  don ' t  b .  i rme you fo r  tha t .  As  long as  no  one 's  des t roy ing  i t .

I  s t i ' | l  have those le t te rs ,  bu t  your  p r iva te  l i fe  i s  so  sacred ;  i t  i s

your own. hlhy should people who are your enemies--pol i t ical  enemies--

make someth ing  ou t  o f  your  p r iva te  l i fe ,  g ive  i t  a  mean ing  tha t  does

not  ex is t .  They  cou ld  change tha t  as  long as  there  are  persons  a1 ive ,

they  w i l l  t ry  to  harm your  p r iva te  l i fe ,  l i ke  in  Kennedy,  l i ke  many. . .

i f  they  don ' t  l i ke  you because o f  po l i t i ca l  reasons  they  wou ld  change

the meaning of  those let ters and why should we al low them to read what

he wrote us,  h is chi ldren, just  for  gossip or to be changed? Those

let ters i f  we ever give them, they wi l l  remain t ied up for one hundred

years  so  tha t  there  w i l l  be  no  more  o f  tha t  fee l ing ,  po l i t i ca l  fee l ing ,

against  my father because he was a revolut ionary or because he was part

o f  the  reg ime tha t  they  d idn ' t  be l ieve  in .  We be l ieve  tha t  i t ' s  much

bet te r  i f  they  don ' t  ever  ge t  i t .

We1] ,  ac tua l l y ,  I  have no  ob jec t ion .  I  th ink  tha t  i f  somebody wants

to  ho ld  i t  fo r  100  years  th i s  i s  f i ne .

They told me that at  the Universi ty of  Texas (Aust in)  t f rat  they would

ho ld  them f rom pub l ic  v iew fo r  100 years . . .

h le do that too,  our archives.  I f  somebody places restr ict ions on them

that  they  don ' t  want  to  show th is  and can ' t  show tha t  o r  "We don ' t  want

th is  pub l i c j zed"  o r  someth ing  l i ke  th i s ,  we  respec t  the i r  w ishes .

I t ' s  the  on ly  rea l  way  you can ga ther  a rch ives .  Because i f  you  want

to honor somebody, what they want. . .you might not agree with i t ,  but

i f  you  don ' t  honor  i t  then  you  shou ldn ' t  be  in  the  a rch iva l  bus iness .

I  have been asked many t imes abbut my father 's pr ivate l i fe,  that

they  cannot  f ind  i t  in  the  Un ' i yers i ty  o f  Ca l i fo rn ia .  I  say  i t ' s  on
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purpose i t  was  no t  inc luded.  But  you can fo l low h is  l i fe  f rom the  t ime

he s ta r ted  pub ' l i ca t ion  in  lB99 th rough 1935 when i t  was  the  las t  pub l i ca-

t ion ,  and then he  s t i l l  kep t  on  wr i t ing  up  to  1944 when he  d ied .  But

I  do th ink that  pr ivate l ives are very,  very personal  and very pr ivate.

I  don ' t  l i ke  to  see o ther  peop le  jus t  make up  th ings  or  g ive  mean ings

to somethingo a di f ferent meaning to what i t  actual ly was.

M: When was your father born?

T: My father was born December 3l ,  1873.

M:  Prac t ica ' l1y  New Year 's  day .

T :  Prac t ica l l y  New Year 's  day .  He was bapt ized  the  fo l low ing  day ,  January

I  s t .

M:  He must  have been. . .somet imes the  church  bapt izes  tha t  qu ick ly  because

they  don ' t  fee l  an  in fan t  w i l l  l i ve .  Was he  in  poor  hea l th  when he

was born?

I don' t  know why they took him immediately to be bapt ized but he was

the oldest and the only surviv ing son of  four that  my grandparents

had. My grandparents had two other boys and one gir l  and they al l  d ied

in their  very ear ' ly  years.  My father was the only surviv ing member

of that  fami ly.  My grandfather was a wholesale dealer in grains;  he

a lso  dea l t  in  ca t t le .  He was very  indus t r ious ,  very  success fu l  in

bus iness .  The Norwe l ls  were  Jews,  a  Jewish  fami ly ,  who came to  Ch ihuahua

and were very,  very weal thy and very successful .  They said that  my

grandfather was such a good businessman that they took their  hat  of f

to him. He was so good in business. He made qui te a for tune and he

acqu i red  qu i te  a  b i t  o f  rea l  es ta te ,  wh ich  he  a lso  dea l t  in .  So my

father grew in plenty,  f rom the t ime he was born t i l l  the t ime that

my grandfather died. My grandfather st i l l  lef t  my-grandmother very
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wel l  of f .  l4y father inher i ted not only f rom his mother,  he inher i ted

four for tunes--my grandfather 's,  my grandmother 's,  and my two maiden

aunts.  Fle lost  the four for tunes in his newspaper campaigns.

He lost  them? Do you mean they were conf iscated, or he had to pay

fi nes ?

No. Because he had to run the newspaper on something. When he was

publ ishing his newspaper,  the government--Terrazas'  Regime--wou1d

warn the merchants,  " f f  you advert ise in the Correo de Chihuahua, we

wi l l  ra ise your taxes."  Many t imes when my father had contracts for

adver t i s ing  they  wou ld  wr i te  h im a  le t te r  te l l ing  h im they  cou ld  no

longer  pub l i sh  in  h is  newspaper  because bus iness  wasn ' t  very  good or

because of  th is or because of  that .  My father knew what was going on

in back of  those people and they knew the way they could k i l l  h is news-

paper was by no advert is ing.  An independent newspaper I that ]  receives

no money for survival  f rom the government has to l ive on advert is ing.

So my father used his own personal  for tune to put out his newspaper

sometimes with advert is ing somet imes without i t .  0ther ways they

would f ight  my father was by taking away al l  h is employees, wi thdrawing

them al l  in the evening from the newspaper.  My father was the f i rst

one who brought l inotypes to Chihuahua City.  He learned to operate

them and one time when there were no employees, no employees showed

up for work,  my father not only l inotyped the columns, he placed them

in the forms and he ran the presses and the paper was out at  5 o 'c lock

in  the  morn ing .  One man put  ou t  the  paper - -wro te  i t ,  pu t  i t  up  in  l ino-

type, put i t  in the forms, put i t  into the presseso and ran the presses

by himsel f .  You can imagine how hard he worked, how fast .  Natural ly

al l  newspapers have a certain amount of  mater ia l  a l ready pre- l inotyped.
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So he said he just  got  a hoid of  everything that had been put up and

pr in ted  and he  f i l l ed  h is  newspaper .  He pub l ished the  news tha t  the

government wanted to wi thhold.  They thought that  the only way to

withho'ld that news was to take away a1l the employees from my father

tha t  even ing .  But  a t  5  o 'c lock  the  paper  was ou t  and the  news was

out.  Have you ever heard of  a man l ike that?

No,  I  su re  haven ' t .

You can imag ine ,  we were  a l l  k ids ,  we were  l i t t le  k ids ,  we cou ldn ' t

help him. He sat down and he wrote the news in the l inotypes, imagine!

How could they f ight  a man l ike my father?

I  don ' t  know un less  they  shoot  h im or . . .apparent ly  they  d idn ' t  want

to do that.

There was a chauffeur in Chihuahua City;  he died just  three years ago

at the age of  93.  He said that  every t imerhe was my father 's chauffeur--

he worked in a taxi  stand--he said that  he would take my father to the

hac ienda,  to  the  "Labor  de  Ter razas , "  and br ing  h im back  then he  wou ld

never turn around the corner unt i l  he saw that my father was inside

the house because he was afraid that  there would be someone that would

shoot my father for  h is brave deeds, for  h is fear lessness. He cared

not what anyone in the government would say or do. The last  t ime that

my father publ ished the newspaper was September 9,  
. |935. 

[ I t  was then]

closed up by General  Quevedo, Governor then of  the state of  Chihuahua,

also for  po' l i t ical  reasons. That was the last  t ime the 9oryeo de

Chihuahua was ever publ ished. My father ran out of  funds many t imes

and those four for tunes that he inher i ted,  real  estate,  he used them up

to keep up a campaign and newspaper just  for  the sake of  f reedom, to

preserve the r ights of  people and to speak for those people who had

no vo ice .  My fa ther  was the i r  "Apos t le "  as  they  ca l led  h im.
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