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This is an interview with Vincent Ravels MWMD

by Ms. Corn in El Fasos Texas.

{Tape begins in conversation)
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-- which means a small village. Arnd these were synagogue
criented Jewish commurnities. And everything was centered

about the synagogue.
My father's father was a furriers and my mobher's
father ran an inns a hostelry.
Your mother’'s  family and  vowr  father's family were bobh
From —-
Lithuania.
L.ithuania.
My mother’'s maiden mame is Murwitz. H-U-RelW-I-T-Z,
Did your parents meebt asnd marry before bthey -~
Mos no.  This is kind of interesting. They both grew up in
the same communitys but my father came to Texas arvound the
turn of the centurys and had an occasion bto vigsit Mew York,
And as Jews usually dos  they look up relatives.
And he found some relatives who knew that my mother had come
from the same community. And they met after an interval ofs
I don't knows 10 or 1Z years. And then they were married in
NMew York City. But they knew each other as children.
I see. How old was your father when he came to America?
Ths 1 guess he was in his late teerns.

Arnd was he with his family at that time?

4
1
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He went to live with s bobther in La Mesar Mew Mexico.

Ohe  How had the brobher ended up in s Mesas New Mexico?
The brother ended ups hecause he married the sister of Joe
H. Goodman.

Al.  This is getting complicateds but how Jdid  he happern to
meet Ms. Goodman?

How did the brother?

Lib~trub

Well they krnew each other from the old countrys alsa.

Afs 1T see. Bo what brought the Goodmans to this areas alsa?
Wells Joe  Goodman -~ well nows I think vyouw can get more of
that information more accurately from Joe Goodman's sons Mr.
I. V. Goodmany  who lives aver on Balbtimore Streets and  he
can tell you that informaticon. And if yvou wants I shall be
glad to call "Pick” as they call him.

Wonderful. I'd tike very much to talk to him.

Cecause Fick Goodmarn was the first Jewish vyoungsber to
graduate from colliege in El Paso. He graduateds. T think it
was Syracuse University.

Uk -huh. I would love to taik to him. I've encountered hig
name before.

Mells yvou can talk ~-- he can give you more information about
the early El Faso historys as far as the Jewish communiby is
concerned.

His father was  the Gree that founded  the

congregation #Mena Ziorn.  And my father was alsoe ore of the
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founders of

The first
prame of Zchechter.,
he was foltowed by
Elumenthal was
Wwith the congregation
his death.

Arnd Rabbi
taught Greek» and
within the College of
professor of classics.
A marvelous man person
A fabulous mans just
ard he influsnced
communityr Gentile as
whom I knows as far as

He's not still livings

NMow He dieds vess 10
Why did your
Wells to
There was none.
They wanted to come
There was
starting in the 13804,
Uh-huah.

Aol oat that

the cansery
rablbi

GGt B Gt T E R

succeedad by a Rabbi

approximately 230 yearss 1

Roth was

Latine anid

Lerrific! He hasd a
more  of the

well as

family lea

avoid persecutions and tos

avar

time there

ative congregation.

that they had was a man by  the

Arngl then

Sohechter.

Rabbi Elumenthal. Anid then Rabbi

doseph M. Rothy who was

guasss until

also == he was a Fh.Doy and he

pavohologys and  philosophy

Mines -~ and metallurgy. He was  a

to have.

great character:

young  people  of  this

Jewishs than any othaee

r;l [l =R
the classics were concerned.,

ts he?

12 wvears ago.

ve MHuyssia?

you krows have a fubure.

hera.

2 htremendous  wave af  emmigration

wers  what are

common iy referred  To
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RIS A M-Sy which  meant

among the Jews as
going inoand  killing the Jewss  and robbing from thems  and
raping their women. And this was the -- one of the reasons.

Flus the other fact that when a Jew was inducted
intoe the Crar's armys the term of duty wss 20 vears. Arid
interestingly encughs  many of  them left primarily to  get
away from this forced induction.

What about the term of duty for a Gentile? as it les

iy ves. Much less. As a matber of facks so far as I knows
maybe a yvear or two.

Do oyour Father came then - went ta  MNew Yorke thern came to
Texas™

Mow he came directly to Texas,

Directly to Texas.

Yeah. He landed at Galveston,

hs I see.

And then my mother landed in New York.

I see.

And they had -~ my father had knowledge of these people from
Lithuanitas and looked them ups and  found bthat my mother was
theres and a wedding was arranged. I means it was  notb
unusuals For examples for  » matchmaking to oocur  among the
Jews.

Uk

B0

Arnd this was considered a rather Fanorable oo

gxcept that somebtimes the maltohmakers gob carvied sway with
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deals aboubt dowries and thelr percentage for  arranging the

weddings between families of #tropical status.

Arid oy at one Lime

-

for  examples marrisages were

arranged whern the children - - whern  the betrathed couples

were threes fours five yvesrs old. Ang ape of the reasons
for that was that a father might have a3t that time enough of
a dowry to contribute to the weddinag.

And  sor  what he would dao iss  he would make
arrangements with his friends amd says "Looks my  daughter
will be bebtrothed Yo vour sons and here's X number of vubles
o dod lars.s And this wedding will ocowr when these children
are mature enough to consummate the marriage.”

Uh-hubes

Incidentallys there's no word for marriage in Hebrew.
Really?

That's right. There's no ward  For charibty in Hebrews  and
there's no  word for  religion in Hebrew. Unce you  think
about it oa tittle bits wou'll understand why.

The word that they use for marriage is called a
*¥ittuchenetzald sanctificaltionsy a haly estale.

The word for  charity is ®*8educcos and  that means
Justices so that the recipient is not beholden to the donor.
This is what's coming bo him.

That's wonderful.

And religions Just like vou don't think of breathings this

is the way you're suppoos

T Piwve. Yo don't separate
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Ohe  she  thought it

impossibles and it was

Arnd then you were born in 191

1¥14.

1214, lLet's see,. And then b

encugh to remember things and

Ohs yeah. Uh-huh.

What are some of your

Wells I knew —-- T remember -

things ~- 1 remember when

November of 1913, And thevy

High Schoals and a parade.

brother and I. And we wer

convertibles a sedan that th

quite a celebration in

Four years old,

Yeal. This was quite impress

no cogniizance of a war going

of & sudden people were Jjubiil

it was exciting., Feople were

DCCAB IO .

At that times I was

I remembers run by Mrs. Zahn

about the 13200 black. Arid sh

basement.

What sart of a lady was Mrs.

was  ha

YR and  Dilgals and atmost

insufferably hotb.

Y

v 19EZ0 you should have beern old

have stories.

early memories?

~ helieve it or nots I remember

the Armistice was declared in

had a bonfire at the Bl Faso

Ard my  father got us  cubs my

@ in this parade. He lhiad a

e top rolled down. And 1t was

ive to meqs bhecause I really had

T You knows it was all

Justs

ants and  they had to ke -~ ard

thankfuls and it was a Joyous

in a private kindergarten that

that lived on Nevada Streets

@ had this kindergarten in her

T
Zahnt
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religion from your secular Hife among the Jaws.
Cih
Bo o bhey don’'t need a word.
I sees yes. As all-permeating as the air.
The first time that the Judaism came into the vocabulary was
whern the Greeks had congquered the Jews and  they wers put
into exile. And they separate Judaism from Hellenism.
But stills Judaism dern't a religions it Just
signified a different bhackground,
I don't know of any obher cultures would you saye that has
thig -
No.  This ethical concept.
I doan't know of any others.
The Jews were the first monotheists.
Thats I knew. But what abowt the *Zolarasstrians? Watren'
they --
They had minor gods along with thems as I understand it.
Chy did they?
Yes. They had Ishtars 1§ vou'll recalis the gueen.
The goddess of love was part of %Zclarastrism.
Zo they were not monotheishs™
Mo They had minor  goddesses  and gods along  with
Zoftarastriuss if I recall correctly.
I may be wrong. T'm not a student.

I'm not either.

Comparative religions.  Bubt it wouldn't be very difficult Lo
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fimd out.
Your father was how old in 1900 when he fivst came o Texas?
I think he was maybe 18y 14y 173 somewhere around in there.

And he went To Mew Mexico. He didn't go to Texas.
bDo you recail his impressions of the region? Did he ever
tell you what he LThought about this place?

He landed at Galvestons soy rather than seeing the
Fast» he plunged right into the West.
That's corvrect. Arcd he went to  work onoa farm. And he was
paid $2.00 a week., Arddl at the ernd of thres vearssys I think
he had $Z00, And I asked him what happerned Lo the othsr
£400y and he saidy, wellys he sent that back fto Lithuania.

He got his  room and  boards  and  that was his
salaryi $Z.00 a weeks $104 doflars a year.

Ard then he and  a nephew opened up a pawnshop in
south El FPaso.
What was the rname of the pawnshop?
It was called the City Loan and Jewelry.
Do wvou know the name of the nephew?
Sam. Sam Ravel.

Sam Ravel™

And Sam died in
What sort of a person was Sam Ravel?
Wells Sam Ravel was 3  very Joculars obeses highly religious

person.  He never missed a Friday night in the synagogue.

He opensd a general store in Columbuss NMew Mexico.




And there's w classic

Bifl MceGaw recognized ~- I odon't krnow 1F vao

o nats butb he's a historian of the

And the riddle sort of "o discover

o
ques s

they saids  “"Columbus discovered America.

i R discaovered Columbuasg™! Ayd

{l.aughter) "discovered Columbus.,”

That's wonderful. Do vou know  the name

father worked an?

Wells it was in La Mesas and i4t wass I'm s

Goodmarn .
RIS SR VR C I

I don't krow that it had 3 names

But he did wark for Mr. Goodman™

Yeu.,

What do yvou think ~- do vou remember what

desertss the flatness: the {mmensity of &

kird af thing?

Ohy nothing., He Just accepted it and was g

the United Statess where e could Mave

freedom. I mean: he was gratbteful that he

Five in this countrys and he felt that it

and that a ot of the Americans cidm't

fikertiess that they took too many things §

You kEnows there's a French

SaViIng

story  of &

soubthwest in

they sa

particutlsa

he southwest that

o okpaw it MoGaw

general .
gd America™"  And

Arid G il

they

LI Iy

il Sam Ravels"

af  the farm wvour

ures owned by Joe

il AV It was _Just

¢ thought of the

e countrys that
reatful to e in
some measure of
was permitted Lo
Was  a [privileges
appreciate  their
ar granted.

that

the heal thy
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brow  nmat of their healths but only the sick. And i
Americas people are -- in the United Statess they're not
aware of their hesalth. Oty whern their privileges are
removed do they become aware of how healthy they were.

Bhern he operned the pawnshop with bis nephew --

Yes.

-~ about what year was that?

I think it was in 19704 or 1905 on South E! Paso Street.

Has he told you what El Paso was like then?

Yes. It was rough  and it was toughe and there were
gshootingss and robberiess and murderss and it wasn't what
yvou Wawld caltl o a most -~ it was a frontier town.

Has he told vou stortes aboult some of the shootings around
{urninteltigible)?

Wells Jjust tn a3 VajUue Way. He told me one  time that =
Mewican walked into  his pawnshop and  bought some guns  and
pistols and some ammunition.

And white he was waiting an this Mexicans a orawd
gathered in front of  the store. Ard my father left  the
customers and he wenlt ocubtsides and looked  arounds and
couldrn't understand what was going ons bult he went back and
fFirnished selling this man the rest of his staock. And when
the man ~- the man paid him in cash and lefb.

Arnd then the Secret Service came in and wanted to

know what the transaction wass you knows what had bhappened.

Ard my Father told them.
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And they saids "Do you know who that was™"  Apd he
saids  "Noo"  "Wells that was Fancho Villa." He left him
waiting at the counter while he went outside to investigate
what the crowd was all about! {l.auahter)

He knew Fancho Villas and had further business
dealings with hims all of which were recorded through the
federal authorities.

What did he think of FPancho Villa as = man?

Welis he didn't krnow him that intimatelys except as @ good

customer.

How didgd -~

But he Joked with hims and didn't really feel! that -- wella
Fiis  impression was that it was anobther customer whoe was
trying to help  the people af  Mexicao against the
"aristocracy:s” of Mexicos but  that was  ULhe extent of his
dealings with him.

HMag your  father told  vou sbout  the strip of saloons  and
gambling houses that existed in those days™

Wells he mentioned them. That's where these shootings
ooourred.,

Did he go to them?

No. My father was not a gambler.

Mot a gambler?

Mo, He was -~ he didn't have s chance. (l.aughter? Me was

ot a gambler.

Frobablys he encountered people in his pawnshop who o might
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have gambled too much.

Thy yes. Yes.

Has he told wvou stories about peaple coming ins having
cleaned themselves outbt?

Wells not particularly.

What I'm after when I asked vou about the stories is that
many of these interviews will end up providing material  for
iographiess and perbaps  even historical novelss  and so
colorful —-

Un-hube  Noy I remembers he had -~ fthere were a number of
rivals here in El Faso.

We were a relatively large family« and all of them
filtered aways and I'm sort of the last of the Mohicans.
But my father had two brothers that lived herer as well as a
== he had two brothers. There was E. Ravels and Max Ravels
And ther the three nephewsi Louisy and Sams and Arthur.

Sam and Arthur now Tive in Albuguergue. They were
invaelved in the raid that Fancho Villa had on Columbus.

Ohe really® Tell me about that.
Wells atl I know was that vou might go interview Arthur up
in Albugquergue. He was there,

The story as I recalls was that Arthur was about
1é  or 17 wyears old  at the times and was picked up and
marched down the street with two other cowbavsse bobh of whom

were kiltleds and Arthur fell down in the dusts and was left

for deads  and remained motionless unbil the next morning
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when the reporter from the Timess Julius Bcheppsy who's from
the Schepps family in Daltlasy rode  to Columbus. He'd heard
about this raidsy and he found that Arthur was alive.

Louis had hidden in the stores the general store.
under a pile of hides. And they two - I meany the fwo of
thems survived.

The interesting thing about this was that this
raid cccurveds T thinky in 1%147 1915 or 1914,  And thalt was
when General Fershing was sent down to -~ tThis expedition to
try and abduct or capbure Fancho Villa.

Ard Woodrow Wilson at that time caused a -- had a
Big mobitization thing going with this raid on Vilia -~ the
Vitla raid on Columbus  as an excuse to mobilize the United
States Army to enter Mortd MWar I. It was a ~- I means this
wag a -~ wells just that. It was an excuse.

Apparentlys the administration had already decided
that they were going to go inte Europe. But  they had to
train soldierss and they needed an excuse. And this little
diversionary raid on a small vitlage was used to mobilize
the entire United States Army.

That's wonderful. Clever of Wilsaon.

Yeah.

b hoahew

But he had already made -~ Wilgan had aleeady made up  his

mind that the UUnited States had to involwve itself in the

Eurcpean affairg: because  the FHaiser at that Lime was
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winping.

And thens of

and we went
Mhern your father was

centurys did he ever

when there was a huge

He witnessed it buat

coursgs  came the Russian revaelubions

into Russia disastrousiy.

in business around the turr of the

tell  youw about the Fall of *Floriss

battle? Did he witness bthat?

he didn't mention too much about Pt

My father was not a very communicative persan.

Ut ~huh . HWasn't

N

And youwr mother had not velt come to this

Wells my mobther came
ielEy

Whern she gobt married.
Welis one more
the Lturn  of

told by other people

tight district on Utah

you'w

Mo.  BEut there was a
Ohy there was®?

Yeah. Ons 1 think it
An actual district?
Yaeah.

Mows this is the

distbtrict atter the Utah Street

really

Mere in

gquestion about

the centurys

Fed iakt district in

fire

an anecdote mans then™

area™

171E.

that part of town in around

around 1904« 1905, I have heen

I've interviewed that there was a red

Street. Did he ever mention that ta

the 1930s.,

was ¥ih Street.

toindication I've had that there was a

(=0
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Chs yeah.
Stantan
Come  ire

in~laws Mr. Temple.
Hella.
I'm being
k.
Fenny is a
Cihy o

father

And his

because his
Service an
e my goodness.

His rmame is  John

dramatic stories
Gooodd

Have some coffee.
breakfast™

Mos I711 get it.
something.

I'm

glad to have

He's a graduate

fhr What's hig --
Aeranautical
He was

oG &

Arnd there
that's heen

FKennmy.

native EI

probably

father

His
Temples

than

met

student at

Just

erraneacus induchion

was w  houses as I

torn down,

I'd tike to

This is Ms. Corn.

interviewed.

Fasoan.

can tell vyou a

Just recently retired

the bridge.

name? What is his

arnd T'm  sure h
I can give you.

Do wvou want  some

I H e in there and
YOl

#¥Rensaleres RFIL.

engineering.

drafted: and now he's

proacedurs. He

have

Fatb

shauldn ' b

recaltls o Saoauth

vou meet my sor-e

Fasoe

about Bl

from the Custom

name’?

€ has baots more

coffee e

Gone

grabr a8 bite of

going to o gelt out

Fave been




[

A

i

drafted to begin with. Buts in the meantime. it ocertainly
disrupted his orderly sequence.

It bet it did.

I want him to g0 on and get his Fh.D.

I'm supporting twoe marvied women.
hy oy gosht Mo wonder you want him to get his Fh.D.

Wells let's zee. Ohve the rved tight district  in
the 1930s.

Yes. There was one in the 1%30q.

What can you tell me aboubt 147

Welly I didmn't patronize it let me put it that way.
{Laughter)

But it was theres and the mayor was gebting
apparentiys the mayor was getting paid off.
Apparentiy.

Somebody had to be paid off.

Wetls I  remember thalt there was a character i1
this town  that kept harassing the mayor about  this
particular situation: although he couldn't prove anvthing.
Do yvou know who the character was?

I think T might ke akle to  remember his mames but I can't
recall it right now.

But T  know him: because Texas -~  there's a law
where Cif) a person  acts in good faiths he can regquest a

psychiatric examination on  another citizen. And that was

what happened to  This fellow that was harzssing the mayors
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and they would regquest mental examinations. They'd bring
him into the county hospitals and I used $o do spinal taps
o hime and all the ~-
Argd the mayor requested the axaminations?
Yeahs that's right. He kept saying this man was off his
rocker.  And after about three or Ffour of those procedures.
the man got discouwraged and gave up. (l.aughter)

And there's no recourse. I other wordss I could
say -

You means if I regquested a psychiatric examination of you

== justsy they would have to. All you do i3 you go down Lo
the county Jjudge and  sayy I think Dr. Ravel is off his
rocker. I want him examined.”

Mows as long as you oo this in good faith.
How do you ftest one's good faith?
Wells you have to have some reason.
I see. I see.
And this leads €0 an interssting fittle sidetine that I have
Just -~ that has Jjust happerned to me in the past yvear or so
with an  Internal Revenue agent that I think is psychotic.
I'tl show you the corrsspondence on it

And he was transferred the next day. He was ~-
his boss sent him out of the city to Waco.

Did you request a psychiatric svaluation™

Yes. [ was ready. IT'H1 show you the corresspondence.
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I see. That's very interesting.

Wells anyway: this fellow kept harassing the mayor about the
pay-offs and the chief of police at that time.

Who was mayor™?

I think it was Harmon.

Arcd do you recall who was chief of polige?

Mo T really don't.,

Okay. Go ahead.

But anyways there apparently was some pay-off.

And thens of courses Gthe Juarez authorities got
interested in ity because bthey didn't want competition from
El Fasos (Laughter) and the place was sventually clased.
About how large was this district?

Ohs  as I recalls it was about two blocksd  twe  or Lhres
Biocks. Just tenements.

Was it blatant where evervone knew?

Yeah.

l.adies on the street?

Yeah. Right there in the -- you could zee  them. They had
the doors openy or the windows apens and anyone that wanted
to -~ they were patronizedy mainliys and I'm sure as they are
in Juarezs by the military persaonnel.

Uh~huh.

When it's paydays and they all go over to Juarez. Nobt they

alls but: I means this s their big night.

LR SRFY I You knows I've been  told by obther peopie I've




A

interviewed that the Utah Street district around the turn of
the century was inhabited by lovelys well-dressed ladies.
In other wordss it was very classy. The madams and the
Jirls were very well-dressed» very well-behaveds et cetera:
et ceteras for this district in the 1930s, Would you have
said that about was the case™
I drove through there once or twice.
You must have been a teenager.
Yeah. And I didn't -- I would not call them well-dresseds
elegant gals.
It wass you saids tenements a few minutes agn.
Yeahs uh-huh. That's right. Ny I would not call them
elegant.
I was told that during the Utah Street 2ras around the turn
of the centurys that the girles were regularly examinedys and
that health standards were kept up. Do oyvou koow  anything
about this?
Wells yeah. I can tell Yol o oa fittle it about LtThaty
becauses in the 1730ss when I first went into practices I
got  a call. I was in general practice. I got a call ane
rnight to go  down to oa hotel on South Stanton that  was the
center of prostitution. And  this man was sick. He haixd
fever and he said he couldn't get a doctor. Bo I went down
ard I took care of him.

And then he came HTo me -~  to my office. He saids

ook he saidy "We'we got  to have these giris sxamined.

......
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Would you examine them®" Apg I saids "Bure. It examine
them. That's fine."”

So I examined ~- he brought three of them ups and
one of them had gonorrhea. and sa T reported it and he
said =- he didn't like thats because this was alregady taking
away a source of his income. He had a stable of these gals.

And then the next day he brought up another four
ar five and I examined thems: and I found ane with syphilis
and one with gonorrheas and I reported it.

And that was the end of it. He didn't bring -~ he
saids "How come vyou find stuffs  and the obther doctor  thatb
we've been going to For months and manths and  months never
found any positive venereal diseases?!

I saide "I don't know what the other doctor does.
That's not  my probiem, My problem  isi you ashked me to

wamine  thems I did smears on thems and ¥washamens. And iF

they'vre positives they're positive. T carn't help that. And
IT'm not  going to give someone a clean bill of health when
they're venereally infected.”

So that lasted about five cases or six cases: and
he paid mes I think it was $Z.00 a case: and that was the
end of that. {l,aughter)

Do you recall his name? Would you want toe give it7
Wells I have the recordss but I dorn't remember his name. 1

wag Jjust a -~ Z5 vears ago.

Twas thinking it would be so exciting iF ame could actually
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But my father had a connection with one of these
underground characters. His name was Fully Carpio. I
remember that name. And my father went to FPully Caerpios and
he sayss "You've got to get those furs back.®

And they did. They paid of f» you know. Instead
of black marketing thems wells my uncle paid off and got the
furs back.

So that there was some sort of connection between
these thieves. And that was gquite a story.

Yes. Fully Carpio.

Uh-huh.

It would be interesting to see i he were astill arosund.

I don't think he's still alive.

What about Chinatown?

I have no ~- the only fhing I know about Chinatown was  the
fact that there were some Chinese groceries down there.
Uh-huhe  No real memories of Chinatown?

Mo

Wells I remember we had a Chinese that had a
vegetable wagons and he wsed to  pul!l right arounds and sell
vegetabless produces to the homes.

Do you recall his name?
Nos I dorn't recall his name.
Dkay. Let's sees now. Your mother came in 1%12. Did she

gver tell you what she thought of this country when she

firet came?
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Welly as I recally she wasy vyou knoows a  rather gentles
benign character. Someone that was kind of interested in

children.

Who were some of the other children who went to school™?
Wells» <the wone that I remember that went with me was William
Faysers Edgar William Kayser. They called him Fasey.

Do you remember him as a little baoy?

Ohy yeah. We grew up togethers and we're still very guood
friends. And he lives over here on Fiedmont. And I'm sure
e can tell you a tot of things., H-A~Y-S-FE-R.

o b7

th-huh. His wife was Feggy Ramsey. The Ramsey Family has
been here for years. And her brother owns the Ramsey Stesl
down there by the (unintelligiblel Sanitarv.

Welty what about bovhood memories?

Welis T went Lo EBailey Schools  and Lamar Schools  Morehead
Sechoolsy  and I had quite an interest in - I was quite
interested in Scouting.

Did you ever by any chances study math under Anne kHeliey?

I sure did!

What kind of a ltady -~

Algebra. She was fabulous! Very tiny gal. Ands yeahs that
was El FPaso High School that I had algebra under her.

Did you like her as 2 teacher?

Yeahs I thought she was very nice. She was.

But the one that was really remarkable was Mrs.
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*Hamen Crupp. And her name was Rebecca Galdsmith before she
qut marvried. And  she was vouwgh and  she was  tough as =
teacher. I means she took no monsense and she emphasized on
schaolarliiness and real work,

What did she look like™

She was a rather heavysel person. I wouldn't  call her
ahese.

She had a very commaonly flawless semitic features.

Dark-complecteds black hair.

But basicallys a strict persan. FRather humorless.
Was she ever too strict to suit you?

MNira Nos really. I means when yvou look backs it was Jjust a
time I thoughts "Wells boys this is rough.”

But I tell vyous yvou can talk to Eli Crupp. He
knew her. That's her nephew-in~law. You kpow EVi &G. Crupp™
I've heard the name.

He is one of the town's greatest philanthropists.

Heres I gat his biography here.

You ought to talk  to kim. He can tell  vyou a lot
about El Paso.

Ittt have a look,

Weltls this is a collection of individuals who A
contributed to the Jewish community.

What's the name of that book™ Let me tell the recorder.

The American Isreal Manorarium.,

The American Isreal MHomnorariam. Where would orne get o copy?
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I wags ~- 1 interned heres which again kept me out
of  the mainstreams: because you go on  duby at 7:00  in the
mornings and you'd ke on call - you'd be on duty until 500
the following afternooans and then you'd be off at 5100y and
start again at T:00 the next morning.

G Wells nows by the ways I'd be very interested in o Jdust
tatking about your medical experiences within the hospitals
hecause someone’'s going to write about medical men in B
Faso.

A Right. ZSure.

N Aam I taking to much time this morning? I can come back
anather times you know,

A Mos no.  Whatever yvou want to da.

N I don't want to wear oub my welcomes: yvou kiow.

A You won't wear out your welcome.

¥ Make it short interviewss you know.

A That's gquite a storyld the medical community of El Pasa.

N I wants vou knows very much --

A We have a rather unigue situation in that El Faso at one
time was recognized as a health center.

{a Tell me about that.

A For tuberculosis. And there were any number of tuberculosis
sanatoriums in El Faso.

Right offhands Southwestern General Mospital was a
hame and sanatorium. And they treated only tuberculosis.

And T remember ws a  yourngsbter hhat o day didn’t

)




pass that someone didn't get off at the Urnion Depot on a
stretcher that came to El FPaso to die of tubesrculosis. Aridd
they would (unintelligible) with care.

And thern they couldn't wait untit fthey got mack to
where they came fromi Lthe mid-wests the evasts the norithi it
divdn't make any difference.

Ard then they would go back home after they'd been
here two  or three vears and Ffinally become arvestedy and
they'd stay home about twoe or  three monthss and then they
came back to El Paso to make this theiv permanent home.

Ard  many of the physicians  that came here for
cutres stayed on  and practiced. And  there were some
outstanding medical surgical physicians that lived here as a
result  of their originally breaking down with tuberculosis.
They moved here for that.

And then there's anocther unigue situation that we
call "skinners.” Skinners is a -~ what they mean by that is
people that have neurodermatitis.

And at the Mount Sinai Hospitals if wvou go o the
dermatology division with neurodermatitiss the chied of
dermatology writesy "RMI E! Fasos Texas."

And these people come down there. There are over
OO0 of  them in El Faso that have achieved what they call a
gocio~economic remission. Im other words: they aren’'t

cureds  but they can function. They can works and they can

go oout in socieby.
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Aridd these people are abiove average i T
intelligence. They are accountantss:s attorneyss physicianss
insurance men. And they look aut after each other. Theyire
catvinetmakers.

They find out -~ what they dos they meet the train
or the planey and the first thing they do is they take all
their medicines and their salves and their ointmentss and
they throw them away. Then they take them over teo Saint
Joseph's SBarnitariums is their base of operation. And they
put them up on tops and they undress thems and they eupnse
them to the sunlight.

And thens when the weeping and the eczema and the
rash and all this stuff is in a state of remissions tThen
they go out and find them a Job.

How wonderful!l
And  they are so considerate of each others and they're
really fellow sufferers.

Anis most - Dr. #Edenocufs you know the famous one
that killed Ted Andersi he was a skinner. That's the way he
got down be ED Faso.

Dr. Edernoufs wow!

Yeah. And  what they do iss  then they g into their
particular professions and  they start working and they -
there's one real fime physician that came to  El Fasa faor a
CUre.

And the interesting thing is  the way these peaple




1

A

found El Faso, They feft the Eastr» wert down to Flaoridas
crossed over the gulf to Mexico. They went up to west coast
to San Diego and Los Angeless and then they started their
trek back to  the east. And  when they hit EI Fasos  they
suddenly became markedly improved. And the word spread,

You mean a group of thems thene: who were Iooking for a place
ta improve™

Yeah. So  that their environment would -~ that they coould
tolerate their illiness.

And there were five or six of them. This was over
Z0 years ago. And they became well here. That iss what vou
calt a -- they'vre not compietely well.

But one of them that I  know rabther well got
improved to the point where he  saids “Wells now I'm  going
back to New York City." And he'd get as far as Texarkana
and he'd break outs and he'd come back teo El Fase and he ‘4
get well. And he went back the second time. Tewarkana wias
the timit of his excursionss and he'd breal oult  agains and
he came back.

And after four or five attempts -~ they've really
prisoners without bars. They have o Live in this
gnvironment.

Arnd they dn  very well here. Thev're successful
geconomically.  They are not burders  to the community. Theay
contribute their talents and their effortsy and Bl Paso is

really a better place because of these particular 300 or 400

.....
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people.

You said a few minutes agoe  that these people were
inteliigent people.

Yes.

The disease strikes intelligent people™

Wells apparentlys there's soame -- wells no ane really knows
the ideology. M e krows why B OGO e gqebs
nedrodermatitis.

Ard you don't know whether it's communicable or not?

It's mot communicable.  Mos it is not communicable. ITtts a
pesychosaomatic type of thing.

Ciky

Ard they Just -- they do well here. They bthrive here.

Do you know what here makes them thrive?

Apparently it's a combination of the altitude and the
dryness and the sunshineg.

They're here. There's a colony from Chicago heres
there's one from Bostons there's one  from New Yorks and alli
these people are -~ I guess Tthey have emotional prabdemns
somewhere down the line that produced this urmintelligikiel
of events that causes their skinm to -~ this is their shock
argan: i f you understand what I'm -~ I belong to a school of
medicine that believes that evervbody has  a shock  organ.
Some  people it's their Jointss gome people it's  their

coraonarys some peopie it's their lungs. They get  asthma.

Zome peaple it's their stomach. They get uwlcers. And this
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vou abouts that had this stable of givrls whoe was urnhappy.

I was the only doctor that would go see him. He
tried and tried. Nobody would go down in that part of town.
What was the hotels do vou remember?

I think it was the Alabama Hotels but I'm pot -~ as 1
recall. It was on South Stanton someplace. Mot  a very
elegant (Laughter) situation.

Eut he wanted to throw some practice my ways u4s
fong as it didn't interfere with his working his girls.

And this I would npot collaborate with. (I I
found infections why I reported it as an infection. I had
te sign a letter for the public health offices Ffor the
county  public health officers and I wasn't about to
caompromise on my findings.

And I needed the moneys believe me. I was having
a photo finish with fthe bank every month. .aughter) It
was Just -~ I really struggleds yvou knows in 1237 in El Faso
was still the Depression.

Could your patients afford to pay you all the time?
Mo Nos T used to  do house calls for a dollar i I couid
get it. I means it was Jjust -~ times were that bad.

I used to give anesthetics for surgeonss:  and getb
five dollars for anesthetic when the patient could pay it.
Who were some of the surgeons that you knew in town at that

time?

They there was Felixw Millers and Armsteads and Frank Goodwin




was the orthopedic surgeon. Dr. Multtaf was there. He was
chief of staff when I was in training. And then there were
two  Rodgers brothers.  And then there was a Dr. Hardys Dr.
Jamesons  the old Dr. Homan. His nephew and son are still
here. That was the Homan Sanitarium.

G If you had  been planning bto have surgery at that times or a
member of your family hads who would yvou have gone to i f vou
had your choice of all of them™ Who was the best surgeon in
your apinion?

A I den't think there was any best surgeon. We had a number
of very competent surgeans.

The differences vyou knows whern I got out of
medical schoals we had qguinine for malarias and %liber for
pernicious anemias  and &04  for syphiliss and insulin  Ffor
diakketes. And that was the gambit of specific therapvy.

We didn't have any antibicticse didn't have any
sulfasy we didn't have -~ I means you treated them with
faxativess and aspirins and narcotics to relieve painy and
hypnotics to put  them to sieeps sedativess and evervihing
was more or less empiric.

Do unless you came  up with diabetesy o
pernicious anemiars or malarias o syphiliss the rest of it
was all symptomatic treatment. You'd treat the symptoms arnd
not the diseases because we didn't have any specific -~

(Tape interruptiocn)

EAS And  then suddenly in 31937 the sulfas came outb. And that
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That wasys of courses first cousin to ftuberculosis.

Is it really?™

Uh~huh. The very same geness  bthat bacteria. They're first
cousins. They look alike under the microscopes except it's
much easier to find the lepra bacilluse leprosy germy than
it is the tuberculosis germ.

The tuberculosis is far more commons and ithts
rampant in El Faso. I think we have the highest rate of
tuberculosis in the country.

Is this because of all fthe ftuberculars coming ins or s this
because 1t -~

IR TN It's a disease of povertv. Feople that are
malnourished are more suscepbible. Theilr resistance 18
fowered.

Ard  this causes me a great deal of  chagrins
because a3 week doesn't g0 by that I don't see a new cass of
active pulmonary tuberculosiss Frequently far advanced. Arnd
that means people aren't eating.

Al right., Tell me this? are the cases usually Ffroms says

poor areas’

Y
et

You bet! Inevitablys because I spend 954 of my time at
E. Thomason Hospitals and I feel that these people reallw
need attention.

And I have the department at Providences and I
could spend all of my time at Providence with the wealthier

rlass o f patientss wheare vyou don 't see active pulmonary
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l@prasy fan't R highly contagious a5
tuberculosiss but it s contagious.
Uh~kuh.
I've been in leper coloniess Pike in Carvitltles Louisianas
and New Caledonia.

It's more prevalent in  the Far East than it is
here.

But they'wvse goft antibiotics and chemotherapy for

£

lepers nows which was unthinkable 20 vears ago.
Why  would El Fass be particularly prone Lo leprosys vather
thans let's says Springfields IHlinois?
Because they were euxposed to some leper  probably from
Mewicos from Jusrss,
I see. I see. Okays that answers my question.
And in Springfield yvou don't have any jepers.

You've got -- in order to geht leprosys you have to
be sxposed to a lepers and over a long period of time.
e
Im other wordss you don't get leprosy from one eHposurg.
usually.
It's more like living in the same house» sharing the same
plate.
That's right.
I see. Mows I fee!l I should ask you some  guestions aboutb

the medical profession in Bl Faso.

I hardly know where to start.
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