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It's awfully easy to knock El Paso, especial­

ly if you're an out-of-town student or a GI. I've 

lived here most of my life and used to try and 

defend this town when visitors would _tell me 

how much greener the grass, taller the trees, and 

prettier the girls were "back home'." But lately, 

this place is becoming increasi_ngly harder to de­

fend, and I find myself joining the detractors. 

The se!f-righteous idiocy currently perme-
·. . 

ating El Paso's newspapers regarding "X" rated 

movies is the most indefensable crap ever put out 

by this town's mediocre papers. Saint Hooten and 

the Reverend Mister Lee, editors of the Times 

and Herald Post, KNOvV that the rating codes 

are self-imposed by the movie studios, and they 

KNOW that if this garbage of banning "X" rated 

movie ads spreads to any great degree, the movie 

industry will simply revise its rating system and 

be less diligent when assigning future ratings. But 

still, the local editors are content to sit back and 

cram their editorial pages with letters from va­

rious flower club presidents, Sunday school and 

cub scout leaders, and other "right thinking" 

people who laud the papers' "courageous stand." 

And the clowns at KROD radio aren't much 

better. A month or so ago they removed 150 rec­

ords - believe it? 150 records - that allegedly 

m a d e condescending reference to marijuana. 

Puff the Magic Dragon was one of the first to go. 

I hope Marlin Haines caught such subtly dan­

gerous tunes as Green, Green GRASS of Home, 

and Little GRASS Shack, etc. 

Incidently, I quit school about two weeks 

ago, and it naturally follows that I quit the El · 

Burro at the same time. I started school here in 

1965 and had every intention of graduating and 

getting my degree. But as semesters began to 

pass, it became increasingly evident to me that 

college campuses are ·some of the biggest bull­

shit centers in the world. The college diploma is 

NOT a sign of academic achievement, but merely 

a record of endurance (President Smiley said just 

the opposite to May graduates, but the BS is stilt 

just as deep as ever). 

Last spring, I passed freshman math with a 

C and I still don't know the difference between 

"union" and "intersection." After the first two 

weeks of that class I stopped attending and show­

ed up only for the tests, which were multiple 

choice. I never read the questions on the exams 

and just hap hazardly checked off A, B, C, or D, 

and on that basis, I was judged to be "average." 

I believe it. 

At other schools it may be different, but at 

UTEP, stamina is the degree requirement, not 

academic achievement. 

- Hayward Thompson 























there was indeed a "sexual revolution," and if so, did they 
feel that it was apparent at U. T. El Paso. 

GIRLS CLAIMING VIRGINITY 

Yes, there is a sexual revolution. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 72% 
But not at U. T. El Paso. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 69% 

GIRLS CLAIMING EXPERIENCE 

Yes, there is a sexual revolution. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 80% 
But not at U. T. El Paso . ......................... 62% 

In a test of the "double standard," the girls were 
asked if they would think less of a sexually experienced 
single man than they would of a man who was totally in­
experienced. They were also asked the same question about 
woman. 

GIRLS CLAIMING VIRGINITY 

W auld tend to think less of sexually 
experienced single men. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 15% 
W auld tend to think less of 
sexually experienced single women . ................ 61% 

GIRLS CLAIMING EXPERIENCE 

W auld tend to think less of 
sexually experienced single men. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10% 
W auld tend to think less of sexually 
experienced single women ....... .. ... . ............. 4% 

An 18-year-old freshman said something that perhaps 
many women feel. "I think I'll wait for a husband," she 
wrote, "and hope that he's experienced." 

The participants were then asked if they felt that 
sexual relations between unmarried, but engaged, couples 
were permissible. Next, they were asked if, even without 
marriage pl,ans, did they feel that sexual intercourse be­
tween a man and woman was permissible provided there 
was mutual love. 

GIRLS CLAIMING VIRGINITY 

Sex OK if engaged ................................ 48% 
Sex taboo even if engaged ......................... 40% 
Sex OK without marriage plans 
provided there is mutual love. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 43% 

GIRLS CLAIMING EXPERIENCE 

Sex OK if engaged ............................... . 85%0 

Sex OK without marriage plans 
provided there is mutual love . ................ : . . . . 83% 

('*This does not indicate that 15% of the sexually experi­
enced sjngle women feel that, even with marriage plans, 
sex is not alright. Either intentionally or inadvertently, 
some questions went unanswered thus disallowing complete 
percent~ge figures.) 

Next, the.girls claiming virginity were asked if they 
felt that pre~niarital sex was wrong and, if so, why. 60% 
of the girls did not answer this question which may or 
may not be an · indication that many, although sexually 
"pure," simply did not feel that pre-marital sex was wrong. 
Of those that DO feel that pre-marital sex is wrong, the 
following reasons were given: 

'·• 

P-re-maritial sex is wrong because 
of religious convictions . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7% 
Pre-maritial sex is wrong because 
of social moral codes. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5% 
A combination of both religious AND social moral codes 
makes pre-maritial sex wrong . ....................... 28% 

Next, the girls who claimed sexual experience were 
asked if they experienced guilt after the sex act. 

· Experienced extreme guilt, enough to prevent 
further sexual experiences . ........................... 4% 
Experienced moderate guilt, but not enough to prevent 
further sexual experiences . .......................... 15% 
Experienced no guilt at all . ............. . .. ... ...... 58% 

The last question on the survey asked the girls under 
what conditions would they engage in sexual intercourse. 

GIRLS CLAIMING VIRGINITY 

Only if married. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9% 
Marriage not required but love necessary . .......... 83% 
With anyone to whom sexually attracted . . ............ 8% 

. . 
Of those girls claiming sexual experience an even 

50% said that they attended church regularly. Forty-one 
per cent of these girls were of varjous Protestant denomi­
nations and 26% were Catholic. The rest were either Jewish, 
Morman, or had no preference. 

...... 
The comments of the girls were varied and interest­

ing. Many expressed beliefs similar to the girl who said, 
"The sexual revolution is really nothing new, it is now 
just more open. Instead of a revolution, it is more of an 
evolution." 

An Education major who attends chu;ch reg~1larly 
and says she will do "it" with anyone to whom she is 
sexually attracted claimed, "The average _woman, especial­
ly at UTEP, IS socially condemned even though they say 
she is equal to the man. Who gets all of the shame for 
enjoyin~, the same sexual pleasures as the man? The 
woman! 

A 20-year-old junior math major who also does 
(and apparently quite often ) cynically states, "Love has 
nothing to do with it." 

Many of the virgins seemed to be a little indignant 
over the survey and said things like, "Sexual intercourse 
is a personal act of love - NOT A STATISTIC!" and "Sex 
is a personal thing between two people. Let's keep it 
that way," or "This is ridiculous!" 

Other comments :- "Afterwards I was afraid because 
of the danger which caused some guilt feelings, but once 
the danger was over I no longer felt guilty and I · did it 
again." / 

And how about, "Most of these questions depend 
upon the persons involved." How true, how true. ' 

And then there was the girl who wrote, "I don't 
feel that sexual intercourses are wrong." We don't either, 
but what department teaches sexual intercourses? 

One more thing: will the 18-year-old freshman virgin 
who wrote, "Whoopie! I'm tired of wafting," please check 
with the Burro editor - he's tired of waiting too. 
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The REAL · Eneiny · . 
by Howard Trusch ·.-

, ... 
-. .· ' 

A professional student indicts university 
professors as the primary force preventing educa­
tional reform. ·-· 

/ • 

AS THE first coordinator of the Free University at 
the University of Texas at El Paso, I was asked by 
Student Body President Calvin O'Black to attend the 

National Student Association congress and to participate in 
the educational reform workshops at the conference. After 
some six months of experiencing partial successes and 
partial failures with our experimental college, I was most 
anxious to share our UTEP experience, and compare ideas 
with other delegates and students. 

The first general meeting for educational reform was 
held shortly after the conference began at the Hotel Cortez. 
After a few opening remarks, Dr. Edgar Z. Friedenberg 
was introduced as the guest speaker. His opening state­
ments spread much gloom over the large group attending. 
After 36 years as an educator, Dr. Friedenberg had come 
to the conclusion that educational reform is a dead issue, 
and that positive action is an impo~sibility. Thus swiftly 
applying a death blow to the proposed subject of the 
seminar, Dr. friedenberg made an inept leap of logic to 
the subject of our "Fas'cistic" American Society. The sub­
ject of the possibilities of educational reform were never 
again adequately broached in the session. 

Leaving the seminar in great frustration and anger, 
I suddenly saw the n;~al enemy of educational reform--not 
the college administrators, not the boards of trustees, not 
the alumni, and not the police who are called in when 
things get desperate. The' enemy is the great mass of faculty 
members, the professorial elite, the intellectual third estate, 
who have abdicated their responsibilities as primarily edu­
cators~ (being too caught up in the politics of publishing, 
tenure, titles and salaries, and allowed the college and 
university experience to be degraded to its current state 
of merely "doing time" in a diploma mill.) 

I have the good Professor Friedenberg to thank for 
this conclusion. His position vis-a-vis educational reform-­
or, rather, his lack of a position ( i. e., for a new communi­
ty) pointed up the real enemy of student unrest. I am 
not personally attacking Dr. Friedenberg. He, along with 
people like Paul Goodman (not to be confused with Paul 
W. Goodman of UTEP's Sociology Department), have con­
tributed many insights into the area of campus educational 
problems. But Friedenberg and professors like him have, 
also, over the years abdicated their real power--the power 
to influence the direction of education--abdicated this 
power to the businessmen, to the bankers, and to the politi­
cians, to the extent that they have now become the custodi­
ans of an inept, outdated and meaningless educational sys­
tem. And now, after years of this willing abdication, they 
are crying, "Fascist"! 

These good fellows, our beloved professors, dedi­
cated toward the seeking of knowledge and striving after 
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wisdom, have quietly allowed those with little intellectual 
insight or sensitivity for important human needs and values 
to set the tone and style of university life. And, finally, 
the students have cried out, "enough" But only why blame 
the heirs of this responsibility for their lack of awareness 
of student needs? Frankly, it's just not their bag, and 
shouldn't be. Bankers bank, accountants account and ad­
ministrator administrate. They should merely be the ones 
who do the legwork that keeps the wheels turning, not the 
sculptors of an artful university. 

Professors with tenure had, and still have, the power 
to set minimum standards, to question archaic curricula, 
to set limits to registration, to do away with exams, to in­
novate with sub-groups within classes, to institute new 
techniques, to open themselves to meaningful dialogue, to 
educate the business community, to refuse complicity with 
the military-industrial complex, to speak out for tax relief, 
to fight for lower registration fees, and on and on and on. 

And what have they dpne? They've gotten fat and 
complacent, taken their annual increases, sucked up tenure 
for security, taken their sabbaticals and published, pub­
lished, published. They have, themselves, become a willing 
part of the Establishment and, more than that, have created 
their own Establishment within the larger one. They have 
accepted those values that possess the businessman, the 
banker and the politician and - most of all - they com-
promise all just -to have their contracts renewed! -

They, our intellectual leaders, have bought it all -
the whole Establishment bag. They want more money, 
more benefits (more time for writing, less time for teach­
ing) , bigger homes, an extra car, fancy schools for the 
kids. In a word, they want security; and for it they have 
sacrificed their identity as a group dedicated toward the 
examination of university and community values, and have 
sacrificed the possibility for real excellence in life that 
can grow out of such examination. 

But let's return to the subject at hand: educational 
reform and, more specifically, is the Free University or 
experimental college a valid attempt at reforming educa­
tion? Free Universities have met with considerable success 
in terms of course content, registration, duration of courses, 
etc. Thev have been in operation for some four or five 
years and have given many unlettered, loving persons the 
opportunity to lead groups and share their special loves 
and subiect areas. They have pioneered new programs and 
new techniques. All very good and commendable. 

But what disturbs me is that the efforts, the ener­
gies and the talents involved in these programs have, in 
most cases, not made and will not make the necessary im­
pression upon the one group who alone can effect real 
change in the classrooms: the professors. If anything, the 



presentation of Free University courses have, in some cases, 
alienated some professors and offended others. But remem­
ber, the attempt at meaningful reform must come from 
within the academic community itself, from those who 
have the power to implement reform, directed albeit subtly, 
by concerned and sensitive students on campus. 

Actually, I see the Free University as one step for­
ward and two steps backward. I say this after some very 
positive and productive efforts of our own experiment at 
UTEP. The important thing to remen1ber is that we need 
educational reform NOvV, and that to wait until the Free 
University receives formal faculty or administration ap­
proval or disapproval as a model for future change on 
campus is to waste valuable time and expend valuable 
energies. 'Vhat I would like to see--and these are personal 
reflections on some twelve to fifteen years as a professional 
student--is for all students interested in effecting realistic 
and meaningful reform of contemporary university practices 
to assume the exciting responsibility of working for edu­
cational reform, now, this coming semester in every college, 
in every department. 

How? In every meaningful encounter with a profes­
sor, you, the student, should enter into discourse with those 
professors who seem willing to admit, at least, that there's 
"something rotten in Denmark". And the direction of your 
discourse should be a joint, participating venture into the 
examination of those areas of university life that tend to 
separate the professor from the student and to destroy the 
possibility for a meaningful and rewarding learning ex­
perience. 'Ve all know what the sensitive areas are. vVe 
all know that four years is a long time to be spent merely 
suffering· in the pursuit of the parchment. 

As coorclin;tor of the Free University at UTEP, I, 
along with a few other members of the Philosophy Depart­
ment, made our presence felt by rapping about our needs 
with the professors with candor and frankness. We were 
able to effect some changes: ~limination of final written 
exams, and the substitution of fi~al oral exams or papers 
(options b•eing detcirpined b)' the student.) We even ·were 
able to get a seminar dn Black Thought - FOR CREDIT! 

We can't expect to successfully broach these sub­
jects with the businessman, the administrator or the banker. 
Their motivation is one of dollars and cents. Their real 
concerns are cost accounting and not making waves. As 
for the police, let's not expect too much from them either. 
Obviously, you can't reason with a billy club nor talk 
ethics to a banker. . 

0 ' 

But the possibility does exist that the professor, yes, 
Virginia, even the Establishment professor, might still re­
tain a breath of intellectual honesty and remember the 
fresh enthusiasm of his younger days. Here is where the 
start must be made, shoitld be made and can be made. 
Students can relate to professors, if they but try. There 
must be at least one open-minded, sensitive, alive, con­
cerned professor in ' every department of every university. 
Here the sensitive student must begin to participate in 
open dialogue, with the express intention of making the 
learning process viable for himself and the teaching ex­
perience rewarding for the professor. 

All you have to do is buttonhole the professor, follow 
him around the campus if you must, but spend every op­
portune moment with him talking about areas where re­
form is needed. Or march into the facultv cafeteria, drink 
coffee with the guy, break bread with him, do whatever 
you have to in order to break down whatever barriers 
have been erected by the system over the years. The· real 
professors, those who are already sensitive to the needs of 
students, will be found easily enm(gh - the others will be 
a-challenge. But the task is not an impossible one. Com­
munication, or the lack of it, is the real reason behind the 
problems of educational stagnation. The art of conversation, 
easy enough between students, has· to be implemented in 
the classroom, or after class with the professor. And a 
beginning must be made - now! And a response has to 
be given - now! The community of scholars would like 
to effect a new image once they are addressed directly, 
and they will have to respond. 

. It can be done. We have done it at UTEP. And if 
it can be done here, .it can be done anywhere! 
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