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B I CENTENN IAL

Genera l  Marsha l l ,  what  i s  the  or ig in  o f  your  name:  Marsha l l?

Have you ever looked i t  up?

I t ' s ,  I  th ink ,  Norman.  "Marsha l l "  comes f rom the  same roo t  as

"cons tab le"  and so  on .  A  marsha l l ,  in  feuda l  t imes,  was  the  head

of  the  in fan t ry  in  a  lo rd 's  househo ld ,  jus t  as  the  cons tab le  was

the  head o f  the  cava l ry .  You ' l l  f ind  the  name, inc iaenta t tv ,  in

every  language;  i t ' s  in  Ch inese,  in  Japanes€,  in  Por tuguese,

in  Span ish ,  in  I ta l i an .  I t ' s  a  pers is ten t  name over  the  91obe .

That 's  very  in te res t ing .  To  what  soc ia l  c lass  d id  your  paren ts

be long? Cou ld  you te l l  me someth inq  about  your  paren ts?

I  cou ldn ' t  say  tha t  they  be longed to  any  soc ia l  c lass .  My mother ,

as far  as pedigree was concerned, came from an old American fami ly.

They were Mayf lower people,  the or ig inal  Gamel ia l  Beeman. She was

a member of  the DAR and these var ious other organizat ions.

So her ancestors actual ly came over on the Mayf lower?

That 's  r igh t .  And prac t ica l l y  every  Beeman in  the  Un i ted  Sta tes

is related to me. My mother 's fami ly was wel l  aware of  the' i r  ancestry.

My father vvas an Engl ishman, born in Eng' land. He came to th is

country at  the age of  s ixteen. He never ta lked about my fami ly

in  Enq land,  so  I  knew noth ing  about  them.  I  know I  had an  Unc ' le

Sam over there.  Dad was an American from the word go. That was

one reason that he never went ' into fami ly af fa i rs.  He was a very

s t rong man phys ica l l y ,  and the  bes t  mind  tha t  I  ever  ran  in to .

Both my brother and I qot our vocabulary from my father, not from



E:

M:

the school  system, because I  had verv l i t i le inqt fsh in school .  He

was the best-spoken man I  ever knew. I  d idn' t  get  to know my

Br i t i sh  re la t i ves  un t i l  I  went  over  there  in  Wor ld  l r la r  I .  My Unc le

Sam brought up the quest ion i f  my father had ever ta lked about the

fami1y .  I  to ld  h im,  "No . "  So  he  sa id ,  " I ' I I  g i ve  you  a  run  down

on i t . "  I  had  a  lo t  o f  re la t i ves  in  Eng land  a t  tha t  t ime .  He

was the one who told me that my grandmother,  my dad's mother,  was

from the l , ledgewood fami ly;  I  th ' ink she was the nieee of  Darwin's

w i fe .  I  hadn ' t  known tha t  un t i l  tha t  t ime.

Char les  Darwin?

Yes.  And tha t ' s  about  i t .  The fami ly - -our  fami ly - -was no t  a t  any

t ime a fami ly of  means. I  was not aware we were what you would

ca l l  a  poor  fam' i l y  today .  But  odd ly  enough we t rave led  a l l  over

the United States f rom the t ime I  was a baby.

E:  And you were  born  in  Catsk i l l ,  New York?

M:  Ca tsk i l l ,  New York .

E :  in  I  900?

M:  In  1900,  and the  record  wou ld  make a  researcher  be l ieve  tha t  we

l ived  there  un t i l  my bro ther  was born  e ioh t  years  la te r  because

he was a lso  born  in  Catsk i l l ,  New York .  But  I  was  there  br ie f l y  fo r

only a few weeks. Then we moved to New Hampshire,  then to Maine,

then to  Ba l t imore ,  then to  South  Caro l ina ,  then to  Co lorado,  and

f rom there  to  Ca l i fo rn ia  and then to  E l  Paso.

E :  We l l ,  wha t  was  the  na tu re  o f  your  fa ther ' s  bus iness  to . . .

M:  We l l ,  j t  was  th is . . .  He  was  an  exper t - -p robab ly  the  b r igh tes t  m ind

in  the  bus iness  in  c lay  mach ' inery ,  and the  nnk ing  o f  b r icks  and

t i le.  He became an expert  for  the American Clay Mach' inery Company,
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which  so ld  p rac t ica l l y  a1 l  the  b lay  mach inery  in  the  Un i ted  Sta tes

at that  t ime. Whenever they would sel l  the machinery to a new

plant they would usual ' ly  get  a mortqaqe on i t ,  and then the com-

pany wou' ld start  losing money and they'd send Dad there to straighten

i t  ou t .  By  the  t ime he  wou ld  ge t  i t  in  the  b lack ,  they  were  ready

for him to move on to some other place.

Did the ent i re fami ly move with your father every t ime?

Usua l ly  we 'd  move a  few weeks  or  months  beh ind  h im.  The on ly  t ime

that I  moved out ahead of  the fami ly wi th him is when we came from

Cal i fornia to El  Paso. l^ le were here s ix months ahead of  the rest  .

o f  the  fami l y .  Th is  k ind  o f  th ing  f s  supposed  to  be  uns tab i l i z ing

to  a  ch j ld .  I t  had  jus t  the  o ther  e f fec t  0n  me.  I  th ink  tha t  was

the big advantage I  got  out of  my youth because I  had a chance

for adventure on my own. And that started at age five when vve were

l i v ing  in  Sou th  Caro l ina  in  a  sma l l  town ca l led  K i l l r i an ,  i us t  ou ts ide

of  Co lumbia ,  and I  go t  in  the  hab i t  o f  roaming the  f ie lds  and the

woods pretty much on my own or with a boy companion. I can remem-

ber  a t  the  age o f  s ix  cominq across  a  C iv i l  l , r la r  canon ba l l  in  the

woods down there .  Th is  l i t t le  pa1 and I  bu i l t  a  f j re  and th rew

the  canon  ba l l  i n  to  see  i f  i t  wou ld  exp lode .  0 f  course  i t  d idn ' t

exp lode;  i t  was  a  round shot .  I  use  tha t  as  an  i l l us t ra t ion  o f  what

set me on the course that I  fo l lowed. From that t ime on I  th ink I

l i ved  a  more  care f ree  l i fe  than most  ch i ld ren  d id .  We moved back  to

Catsk i l l  and  we were  there  once aga in  b r ie f l y .  I  was  s t i l l  j n  the

hab i t  o f  go inq  ou t  on  my own.  Then,  when we moved to  Bou lder ,

Co lorado- - th is  was a t  the  age o f  e iqh t .  We l i ved  there  f rom the

t ime I  was  e iqh t  t i l l  the  t ime I  was  twe lve .  In  those years  I  go t

in  the  hab i t  o f  mounta in  c l imb inq  and  hun t ing  game w i th  a  r i f l e .



E:

M:

E:

M:

E:

M:

I  say  "b ig  game"- - I  mean w i ldca ts ,  and porcup ine  and so  on- - in  the

mountains.  Game was abundant at  that  t ime.

So you 've  a lways  1ed a  more  or  less  adventurous  l i fe?

Tha t ' s  r i  gh t .

Could you tel l  me in what year did you come to El  Paso?

Wel1 ,  I  shou ld  f i r s t  te11  you  abou t  Ca l i fo rn ia .

A l l  r i gh t ,  s i r .  Go  r iqh t  ahead .

We were there another three years when we went to Ni les,  Cal i fornia,

where there was a b ' ig br ick p1ant.  That was the western branch of

Western Essanay Company which was turning out Western mot ion pic-

tures.  The f i rst  Western mot ion pictures were the "Bronco Bi l ly"

p ic tu res  and the  "snakev i l le "  comedies  tha t  were  made by  the  f i lm

' industry anywhere. This was before Hol lywood became Hol lywood.

I  was  h i red  as  a  juven i le  when I  was  in  the  e igh th  g rade s imp ly

because I  passed a better screen test  than any other boy in the

e jgh th  q rade.  They  were  look ing  fo r  another  juven i le .  And so  I

began work ing  as  a  mot ion  p ic r tu re  ac tor  in  
. l9 . l2 ,  

and cont inued i t  un-

t i l  we came to El  Paso. I  th ink that  was one reason that my father

moved f rom Ca l i fo rn ia  and came here .  He was a f ra id  tha t  the  l i fe

a t  the  s tud ios  wou ld  ru in  me.  Whereas ,  i f  we 'd  s tayed there  I

migh t  have become governor  o f  Ca l i fo rn ia .

I  don ' t  doubt  i t .  What  year  d id  you come to  E l  Paso then?

Ear ly  
. |9 . |5 .

Ear ly  
. I9 . l5 .  

Do you have an  reco l lec t ions  about . . .

Very  de f in i te  ones .

Could you tel l  me about them?

Yes, the Internat ional  Br ick Company was located down next to the

boundary,  r iqht  next to what is now the Chamizal  zone.
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The l6 th  In fan t ry  was a t  Camp Cot ton .  That  was ' i t s  base camp and

tha t  i s  in  what  i s  now the  Chamiza l  zone.  That  was about  two

hundred yards  f rom the  br ick  p1ant .  S ince  Dad was here  a lone,  he

had qo t ten  acqua in ted  w i th  the  l6 th  In fan t ry  and he  was ea t ing  h is

meals at  the mess of  F Company, l6th Infantry.  This was my f i rst

contac t  w i th  U.S.  so ld ie rs .  So I  d ined every  day  a t  the  mess .  So a t  the

aqe o f  four teen I  was  becoming we l l  acqua in ted  w i th  so ld ie r inq .

I  was pret ty mature by that t ime. I  had my fu11 growth.  I  was,

I  guess  a  l i t t le  b i t  cocky  and se l f  con f ident .  I  became accus tomed

to being around the mi l i tary and I  remember the people in that

Company very  we11.  I  was  no t  in te res ted  in  so ld ie r ing .  I  had

never  thought  o f  myse l f  as  a  mi f i ta ry  person.  I  had never  p layed

wi th  toy  so ld ie rs  o r  any th ing  o f  tha t  k ind .  But  be ing  w i th  the

un i fo rmbecame a  na tu ra l  th ing  to  me.  In  
. l 9 . |6 ,  

as  a  c i v i l i ano  I  was

p lay ing  r igh t  f j e ld  on  the  For t  B l i ss  baseba l l  team- -s t i l l  w i th

no idea o f  ever  becominq a  so ld ie r .  Bu t  I  remember  tha t  w i th in

the  f i rs t  week o f  h i t t ' i ng  E1 Paso and meet ing  the  Army,  I  a lso

went to Jufrez on ny own at  fourteeno to explore that .

Te l  I  us  about  i  t .

We11,  the  th ' i rd  exper ience was a  bad one.  I  was  a t  the  B lack  Cat

fGato  Negro ]  in  Ju i rez- -wh ich  was a  ca fdwi th  a  smal l  gambl ing

establ ishment--at  the corner where the street car turns,  and r ight

nex t  to  the  B iq  K id ' s  es tab l i shment .  I t  was  owned bv  V i l l a .  I  had

ordered a  so f t  d r ink  because I  had never  had any th ing  a lcoho l ic  in

my l i fe .  I  was  a lso  order ing  d inner .  V i l la  came in  w i th  Rober to

F ie r ro ,  I  th ink  h is  name was .

Rodol fo.



M: Rodo l fo  F iemo.  They  go t  in to  a  d iscuss ion  about  whether  V i l la

cou ld  knock  a  comb ou t  o f  a  danceha l l  g i r l ' s  head  w i th  h is  p is to l

w i thou t  s igh t jnq  i to  ho ld inq  i t  l i ke  tha t .  He  f i red  and  sho t  her

th rough the  bra in .  They  lauqhed and he  pa id  o f f  the  be t .  I t

was  twenty  f i ve  do l la rs . . .  I  go t  the  he l l  ou t  o f  there .

E :  You actual  
' ly  

wi  tnessed that?

M:  Yes .  I t  was  my f i rs t  exper ience w i th  v io len t  death .

E:  D id  peop le  te l l  you  tha t  th is  was Franc isco  V i l la?  Had you seen

h i  s  p ic tu re?

M:  I  recogn ized h im when he  came in .  I  d idn ' t  know any th ing  about

Fierro.  But I  got  on the same street car wi th Norman Walker,  the

war  cor respondent ,  who a lso  ba i led  ou t  a t  tha t  moment .  That ' s  when

I met him, on the street car.  He told me who the pr incipals were

and what  i t  was  a l l  about .  They  were  ta lk ing  in  Span ish  and I

d idn ' t  know Span ish .

E :  So  i t  was  V i l l a  tha t  d id  tha t  k i ' l 1 ing?

M:  Yes .

E:  Te l l  me,  what  do  you reca l l  about  Pancho V i l la ,  phys ica ' l l y?  Can

you remember what he looked l ike when you saw him?

M:  Yes .  The main  th ing  I  remember  about  h im is  an  aura  o f  g reas iness .

He was a great sweater.  He always seemed to have, at  least  under

those few occasions when I  knew him, a very jovial  manner.  I  met

h im once aga in  th rough Tom Led.  Tom Lea d id  some lega ' l  work  fo r  h im.

E: The former mayor of  El  Paso?

M: The former mayor of  El  Paso. So I  formal ly met him whi le I  was

s t i l l  a  k id .



M:

Tel l  us  about  tha t  second meet ing .  What  were  your  impress ions

o f  V i l l a?

I  don ' t  have any  impress ions  f rom tha t  second meet ing  except  tha t

in a conversat ion wi th Lea he gave Lea his personal  dagger for  some

reason-- I  can' t  remember the reason. And subsequent ly Lea gave

i t  to  me.  I t  was  a  Shef je ld  pear l  hand led  kn i fe .  Lea gave i t  to

me because he was a gun col lector and in some El  Paso ruins I  found

an old Derr inger that  he very much wanted. I  gave him the Derr inger

and he gave me the kni fe in return.

E:  That ' s  very  in te res t ing .  D id  Tom Lea ever  ta lk  to  you about  V i l la

at  any length? About the k ind of  person he was or any deal ings he

may have had with him?

No, .  no t  ex tens ive ly .  Noth ing  tha t  I  reca l l .  As  a  mat te r  o f  fac t ,

I  learned far more from Emil  Holmdahl and 0scar Cabal lero who were

agents  o f  h fs .  0scar  was a  purchas ing  agent  and we d iscussed h im

at  g rea t  leng th .  The las t  t ime I  saw F ie r ro  was in  1938.  He

was the  man tha t  took  me out  to  Pa lomas to  see Ced i l lo .  But  I

would not go into the conversat ions for the s imple reason that my

memory about that  is  hazy. I  never wrote anything important about

Pancho  V i l l a .  So ,  th i s  was  jus t ' i d1e  conversa t ion ,  do  you  fo l low me?

Yes ,  s i r .

I  kep t  no  no tes .

Te l l  me someth ing ,  what  were  your  f i rs t  impress ions  o f  Mex icans

or Mexican Americans when you came to the Southwest? What do you

reca l l  about  them? What  k ind  o f  jobs  d id  you see them work ing  a t?

My fa ther 's  fo rce  a t  the  br ick  p lan t  was  a l l  Mex ican.
. |00% 

Mex ican?

M:



M:

B

.|00% 
except for  the foreman. He had worked Blacks,  Portuguese,

Po les ,  I ta l ians ,  He 'd  had var ious  exper iences  w i th  d i f fe ren t  labor

groups ,  d i f fe ren t  e thn ic  g roups ,  a l l  over  the  Un i ted  Sta tes .  He

prefemed Mexicans to any other.

hlhy was that?

They are more fai thful  on the job.

What  e lse  do  you reca l l  about  Mex jcans? Do you ever  reca l l  see ing

them in  a  soc ia l  se t t ' i ng?

Wel l ,  I ' ve  seen them in  many,  many se t t ings .  See,  ' in  the  years

tha t  fo l lowed,  par t i cu la r ly  a f te r  I  went  to  Det ro i tn  I  wou ld  spend

three  months  ou t  o f  every  year  in  Mex ico  work ing .  I  guess  I 'm

one of  the few Americans that has gone to every state and every

te r r i to ry  in  Mex ico  inc lud ing  Qu in tana Roo a t  a  t ime when prac t ica l l y

no  one went  to  Qu in tana Roo.  But  I ' ve  been a l l  over  the  count ry .

So I  got  to see them under many, many condi t ions.  I  knew many of

the  revo lu t ionary  leaders  qu i te  we l l .  For  ins tance,  Por tes  G i l  was

a  f r iend  o f  m ine .  You ' l l  f i nd  in  tha t  co l lec t ion  a t  UTEP a  book

from Portes Gi l  s igned to me by Portes Gi1.

E:  I  met  h im th ree  years  ago here  in  Juarez .

M:  I s  he  s t i l l  a l i ve?

E:  Yes .

M: To me i t  was always an enjoyable exper ience. The only reason I

stopped in l93B was because in 1939 the War came along. That turned

my in te res t  in  an  en t i re ly  d i f fe ren t  d i rec t ion  and I  never  go t  back

to  i t .

E :  But  do  you th ink  tha t  i f  the  war  had no t  come a long you wou ld  have

main ta ined your  t ies  w j th  La t in  Amer icaS '  Your  repor t ing  on  La t in

Ameri ca?

E:

M:

E:
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l " l :  0h ,  I  don ' t  th ink  there 's  any  ques t ion  about  tha t .  In  I  923 when

I was twenty-two years of  age" due to a conversat ion wi th Arthur

Lockhart  who at  that  t ime was one of  the Lockharts that  owned the

Rjo  Grande Oi l  Company here  in  E l  Paso. . .He was a  ra ther  wea] thy

man. . . s t i l l  a l i ve  by  the  way  and  l i v ing  in  Long  Beach .  He  b rough t

up  the  po in t  tha t  a  newspaperman shou ld  be  a  genera l i s t .  He shou ld

be able to work in any f ie ld in the newspaper:  soc' iety edi tor ,

spor ts  ed i to r ,  c i t y  ed i to r ,  wr i te  a  co lumn,  e tc . r  e tc . ,  wh ich

I  proceded to do. But he made the further point  that  in order

to not be at  the mercy of  h is employer he should turn to certain

spec ia l t ies .  So I  sa t  down and f igured  ou t  what  spec ia l t ies  I

wou ld  fb l low.  Whereas  I 'm a  waterco lo r is t . ,  a  pa in te r ,  and I  was

a t ra ined mus ic ian- - I  used to  be  a  s inger  in  E l  Paso;  I  was  we l l

known here  as  a  s inqer - -and whereas  I 'd  been an  ac tor ,  I  dec ided

tha t  fo r  my f ie ld  o f  c r i t i c i sm I 'd  fo rge t  a1 l  o f  those th ings  tha t

I  had learned in youth because there were so many people in the

f ie ld  and  I ' d  become a  mi l i t a ry  c r i t i c .  I ' d  lea rn  abou t  m i l i t a ry

a f fa i rs  f rom beq inn ing  to  end.  A ' l though I 'd  been an  a l l -a round

ath le te  in  schoo l  and a lso  p layed po1o,  I  wou ld  no t  concent ra te  on

any of  the fami l iar  sports.  I  would concentrate on sports of  the

horse :  po lo ,  s teep le  chas ing ,  and rac ing- -no t  f la t  rac ing- -s teep le

chas ing  and horse  showing and become an exper t  in  tha t  f ie ld .  In

foreign af fa i rs I 'd concentrate on Mexico and the Central  American

Republ ics because other foreign correspondents were paying funda-

mental  at tent ion to Europe and Asia.  I  never expected that my

affairs would camy me towards Europe or Asja.  I  cont ' inued with

that plan unt ' i1 the Second t ,Jar came, never expect ing that the
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mi l i ta ry  s tud ies  wou ld  pay  o f f  fo r  me.  I  thought  tha t  I  wou ld  ge t

the  b ig  payof f  in  La t in  Amer ican a f fa i rs ,  and in  po1o,  espec ia l l y

in  horse  shows.  By  the  mid-1930s I  was  a  na t iona l  wr i te r  in  bo th

o f  those f ie lds .  In  fac t ,  my scrapbook on  wr i t ing  about  the  horse

is  ou t  there  in  the  UTEP co l lec t ion .  Some o f  my p ieces  in  mi l i ta ry

cr i t i c ism are  there ,  bu t  they  were  jus t  marg ina l  p ieces  a t  tha t  t ime.

Does tha t  exp la in  i t?

Yeso s i r ,  i t  cer ta in ly  does .  Go ing  back  to  your  years  here  in

E l  Paso jus t  be fore  Wor ld  War  I :  Te l l  me someth ing  about  re la t ions

between Anglo Americans and Mexican Americans in those days. Can

you recal  I  anything?

In  h igh  schoo ' l?

Yes .

Beaut i fu l .  I  remember them very wel l  for  the reason that many of

our schoolmates were refugees from the Revolut ion.  For instance,

one of  my classmates was Jul ius Laguette Terrazas who was the

grandson of  o ld man Terrazas.

Lui  s Teryazas ,  Sr.  ?

That 's r ight .  Ramdn Concho was another one. He later went to

Mines at  the same t ime I  d id.  l4aldonado was another.  But at  any

rate,  they were our c lassmates and our f r iends. They part ic ipated

' in sports up there.  I  was the manager and captain of  the basebal l

team and hal f  of  our team were Mex' icans. And I  real ly th ink the

great change in El  Paso came about because that generat ' ion of

ind iv idua ls ,  ge t t ing  tha t  k ind  o f  a  schoo l ing  and re la t ionsh ips ,

f inal ly came to power in El  Paso. They were determined that th is

c ' i ty ,  at  least  i f  they could af fect  i t ,  would take a more sensible

soc ia l  a t t i tude  toward  Mex icans .

M:

M:

M:
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E:  So most  o f  the  Span ish  surnamed ind iv idua ls  tha t  you  knew were  o f

a  h igher  soc ia l  e lement  fn  compar ison  to  most  Mex ican Amer icans

on the  border .  I s  tha t  r igh t?

M:  Yes ,  tha t ' s  a  good po in t .  Most  o f  them here  cou ldn ' t  a f fo rd  to

go  to  h igh  schoo l .  The i r  pa ren ts  cou ldn ' t  he lp  them.

E: t r lhat  part  of  town did these refugees l ive in?

M:  Wel l ,  they  1 ived,  many o f  them,  nor th  o f  San Anton io  S t ree t .

For  example . . .

E:  Up near Sunset Heights maybe?

M:  Go lden  H i l l .

E :  Go lden  H i l l ?

M:  Yeso we l i ved  in  Go lden H i l l  and  Vasconce los  and Fe l ipe  Ange les

l i ved  w i th in  a  coup le  o f  b locks  o f  where  I  l i ved .  My fa ther  knew

both  o f  them qu i te  we l l .

Yes. I  knew them. I  met them.

Te l l  me about  Fe l ipe  Ange les  and

recal  I  about them?

Vasconce los .  What  do  you

Wel l ,  Fe l ipe  Ange les  was one o f  the  most  in fo rmed so ld ie rs  I  ever

met.  I  don' t  know whether the reputat ion was comect,  but  on the

border at  the t ime he was given credi t  for  having been one of  the

main developers of  the French 75. He was at  Saumur.  He was a very

so f t  spoken,  modera te  man.  Vasconce los ,  who was more  o f  a  scho la r ,

was much the same type as far  as his outward seeming was concerned.

Angeles,  of  course, was executed probably about three years af ter

you met him.

Tha t ' s  abou t  r igh t .

,losd

E:  Your  fa ther  knew Ange les  and Vasconse los  we l l?
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Do you reca l l  ever  hear ing  h im ta lk . . .any  conversa t ions  tha t  he  may

have had tha t  you  were  present  a t . . .any th ing  you can reca l l  about  h im?

Anything further than what you've said?

No.

Jus t  those  in i t i a l ' impress ions?

That 's  r igh t .  You must  unders tand,  aga ino  a t  tha t  t ime I  was  no t

in te res ted  in  m i l i t a ry  a f fa i r s .  He  ta lked  l i ke  a  so ld ie r  and  mos t

o f  h is  conversa t ions  had to  do  w i th  the  f igh t ing  prob lems in  Mex ico .

Had you begun to understand any Spanish by th is t ime?

I struggled with i t .  I  found that my parents k idded me very much

about i t  because my ef for ts were so bad, but I  d id my damndest.

Did your father ever achieve any degree of  f luency?

Nonen none .  He  was  no t  a ' l i ngu is t .  He  had  no  ab i l i t y  i n  tha t  f i e ld

a t  a l l .

You  say  you  l i ved  r igh t  near  Go lden  H i l1 . . .

Yes ,  I  l i ved  on  Laure l  S t ree t .

D ' id  you ever ,  by  any  chance,  meet  A lber t  Bacon Fa l l?

Yes .

Cou ld  you te l l  us  about  tha t?

I  had one memorab le  meet ing  w i th  h im.  We were  p lay ing  foo tba l l - -

tha t  i s ,  jus t  pass ing  a  foo tba l l  in  f ron t  o f  h is  home.

E:  That  b ' ig  mans ion  up  there?

M: Yes. I  was playing with Bob iHolman and a boy named Bosco Pomeroy

who la te r  becamse quar te rback  o f  E l  Paso H igh  Schoo l .  One o f  us

k icked the  ba l l  and i t  landed in  h is  roses .  Heo the  Senatorn  was

just  coming out of  the house at  that  t ime. He grabbed the foot '

bal l  and started to come down and tear us apart .  I  said to Holman,

M:

M:

E:

M:

E:

M:



t3

"You  tack le  h im and  he ' l l  d rop  the  ba l l  and  I ' l l  ge t  the  ba l l  and

run  w i th  i t . "  Tha t ' s  how we go t  the  ba l l  back .

E:  One o f  you  ac tua ' l1y  tack led  h im?

M:  0h  yes .  I  th ink  i t  was  Pomeroy  tha t  tack led  h jm.  He and Ho lman

together.

E :  0 f  courseo aga in  you were  qu i te  young a t  th is  t ime,  bu t  word  has  i t

i n  h is to r i ca l  c i r c les ,  h i s to r iog raph ica l  c i r c les ,  tha t  A lber t  Bacon

Fal l  maintained a very real  economic interest  in what was hhppening

in  nor thern  Mex ico .  He was a f f i l i a ted  fo r  ins tance w i th . . .

M:  He had a  very  d i rec t  in te res t  in  the  Green adventure . . .

E :  B i l  I  Green .

M: Around Cananea.

E: He was the at torney for that  company, wasn' t  he?

M:  Tha t ' s  r igh t .  I  th ink  h is  in te res t  i n  Mex ico  had  deve loped  long

before that  t ime. I t  developed even when he was a young lawyer.

Do you th ' ink i t  was a s incere intel lectual  jnterest ,  perhaps fostered

by 1 iv ing on the border?

In  the  f i r s t  p lace ,  A lber t  Bacon  Fa l l  had  an  in te l lec t .  There 's

no ques t ion  about  tha t .  I  can ' t  see  how anyone can come to  E l

Paso w i thout  deve lop ing  an  in te l lec tua l  in te res t  in  Mex ico  and in

Mex icans .  I t ' s  unavo idab le  fo r  any  person who has  a  mind  and

becomes in te res ted  in  loca l  a f fa i rs .

Have you ever  g iven  thought  to  Fa l l ' s  in te res t  in iMex ico ' th t 'ou lbout

the rest  of  the revolut ionary years? I  real ize you don' t  consider

yourse l f  an  exper t  on  the  Revo lu t ion ,  bu t  I  wou ld  l i ke  to  have the

benef i t  o f  your  re f lec t ions .

E :

M:

E:
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0n the  cont ra ry ,  I 'm no t  an  exper t  bu t  I  know the  Revo lu t ion  qu i te

wel l .  I  was a student of  i t  r ight  f rom the word go when I  came here.

A l l  the  be t te r .  I ' Jha t  a re  your  v iews on  A lber t  Bacon Fa l l ' s  ro le ,

fo r  ins tance,  speak inq  ou t  in  the  Senate  aga ins t  a l l  the  revo lu t ionary

ac t iv i t y  on  the  border ,  e tc .?

M:  I f . you  want  me to  be  f rank ,  I  th ink  tha t  he  was in te res ted  pr imar i l y

in  any  f ie ld  in  wh ich  Fa l l  cou ld  make money.

E:  D id  you ever  know any th ing  about  h is  connect ion  w i th  Edward

Lawrence Doheney?

M:  No.  I  d idn ' t  know about  tha t  un t i l  the  Teapot  Dome scanda l  came

a l  onq .

0f  course, they had both been fr jends since the days that Fal1

was an at torney in Las Cruces. They had met back in the l880s.

So here you are about s ixteen years old on the border and about

th is  t ime war  c louds  are  on  the  hor izon  in  Europe.  Cou ld  you te l l

us  wha t  you  d id  a f te r . . .d id  you  qo  to  h igh  schoo l  i n  E l  Paso?

Yes.  I  went  to  h igh  schoo l  bo th  a t  the  o ld  h igh  schoo l  and a t  the

new higth school .  I  started there in my sophomore year.  Then I

moved to  the  schoo l  on  the  h i l l  when i t  opened.  I  sa id  I  had no

in te res t  ' i n  so ld ie r ing ,  bu t  when the  Persh inq  Pun j t i ve  Exped i t jon

came a long I  go t  a  job  dr iv inq  an  FD t ruck  a t  wh ich  I  was  no t  very

good.  The head o f  the  organ iza t ion  was Co lone l  Lewis .  Inc identa l l y ,

tha t  "Co lone l "  i s  no t  a  t i t l e - - tha t  was  h is  f i r s t  name.  I  go t  the

job because i  knew his boys who were schoolmates of  mine. About

three weeks later they discovered how young I  was, so I  got  k icked

out  o f  Mex ico .  I  was  runn ing  f ro rn  Co lumbus to  Co lon ia  Dub l f ,n .

So you were  a  c iv i l ian  work ing  w i th  the  Persh ing  Exped i t ion .

That '  s r i  qht .  t4ost  of  the peopl  e were.  Two of  my cl  assmates ,  ' i  ncident-

E .

r,4 .

E , .

M:
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a l l y ,  Cec i l  Boyd and B i l l  McClure ,  were  ch ie f  scouts  fo r  the

Exped i t ion .  So th is  l vas  no t  unusua l  fo r  an  E l  Pasoan-  D ick  Lew' is ,

who was younqer than I  was and was the son of  Colonel  Lewis,  a ' lso

had a  job  dr iv ing  a  t ruck .  Boyd and McClure  are  no t  even men-

t ioned in  h is to ry  bu t  they  had a  fa r  more  impor tan t  pos i t ion  w i th

Persh' inq than did the Apache scouts,  who get a qreat deal  of

pub l i c i t y ,  because the i r  fa thers  were  ranchers  in  tha t  te r r i to ry

and they knew the terr i tory very wel l .

They  knew i t  jn t jmate l .y .

Tha t ' s  r iqh t .

Te l l  me someth ing ,  Genera l ,  w i th  reqard  to  the  fee l ing  ex tan t  here

on the border at  that  t ime with reqard to the. . .  Do you remember

the Santa Isabel  massacre?

Yes .

What  was the  fee l ing  o f  E1 Pasoans,  espec ia l l y  Ang lo  Amer" ican  E l

Pasoans,  toward  the  V i l l i s tas  a f te r  tha t  massacre?

0h ,  te r r i f i c  resen tment .  I t  d id  no t  express  i t se l f  i n  v io lence .

I  d idn ' t  see  v io lence un t i l  the  Co lumbus ra id .  Someth inq  happened

in El  Paso just  about three or four days before that  ra id that

comple te ly  mis led  us .  There  were  about  fo r ty  p r isoners  in  the

ja i l - - the  ja i le r  was  Frank  Scot te re ,  Sr .  whose son was a  c lassmate

of  mine- -who were  be ing  de loused in  the  ia ' i l  because typhus  was

ep idemic  in  nor thern  Mex ico  a t  tha t  t ime.  N ine teen o f  these

ind iv idua ls  were  V i l l i s ta  so ld ie rs  who had been caught  t ry ing  to  qe t

up across the border.  Somebody struck a match and these people al l

went  up  l i ke  to rches .  Then when the  ra id  h i t ,  we in  E l  Paso

thouqht  tha t  th is  was a  repr isa l  fo r  what  had happened in  the  ia i l
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The night af ter  the raid I  went downtown to San Antonio Street

and there  were  mobs o f  Ang los  (as  they  are  now ca l led)  go ing  up

and down San Anton io  S t ree t  a rmed w i th  c lubs  and p is to ' l s  and so

on. Every t ime that they would run into a Mexjcan they wouid beat

h im up and th row h im in to  an  a l1ey .  I t  was  one o f  the  most  hor r ib le

scenes  I ' ve  ever  seen .

D id  any  o f  them ever  ge t  k i l led?

I  don ' t  reca l l  tha t  anybody was k i l led .  They  may have been.  The

po l ice  were  mak ing  no  e f fo r t  to  in te r fe re .

l l lho was rnayor of  the c i ty at  th is t ime?

I  can ' t  remember .  I  th ink  Tom Lea was s t i l l  the  mayor  bu t  I 'm

not  sure .

I  be l ieve  tha t ' s  co r rec t .  Te l l  me the  o r ig ins  o f  th i s  fbu rn ing ]

tha t  took  p lace  a t  the  ja i l .  D id  you ever  f ind  ou t  who d id  tha t?

tl las it ever known?

Who struck the match?

Yes .

No,  I  don ' t  th ink  so .  I  don ' t  reca l l .  I f  the re  i s  any th ing  on  i t ,

you  cou ' ld  f ind  i t  ou t  by  co inq  th rough o ld  newspaper  f i les .  The

incident has escaped El  Paso memory.  You won' t  f ind any reference to

' i t  in  connect ion  w i th  the  ra id  a t  a l l ,  wh ich  has  surpr ised  me because

the  event  i t se l f  shocked th is  Communi tv .  The doub le  shock

coming out of  the ra ' id had qui te an impact on El  Paso.

So,  E l  Pasoans,  in  genera l ,  saw a  cause and e f fec t  be tween tha t

[burn inq ]  and  the  ra id .

Tha t ' s  r igh t .

That ' s  very  in te res t ing .  I  had never  heard  about  tha t  o r  read

abou t  i t .

F .

M:

F .
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I  know I  ta lked to the Westerr lers Society here a counle of  months

ago and th is  was news to  them.  They 'd  never  heard  o f  i t .

General ,  te l l  me something with regard to the way your dad or

o ther  bus inessmen t rea ted  Mex ican Amer ican laborers .  I 'm no t

ask ing  lead ing  ques t ions .  i  wou ld  s " imp ly  l i ke  to  know abou t  th ings

l ike wacles or working; condi t ions for  anybody that they hired--

Anq lo  Amer icans ,  too .  How much d id  peop le  ge t  pa id  in  these days?

Do you recal I ?

I  can  reca l l  ver .y  we l l  because I  a lso  worked a t  the  br ick  p lan t .

D ' id  you work  a long s ide  the  Mex icans  there?

Yes. I  worked on the dry press and worked on the pug mi l l  and

f ina l l y  se t  b r ick  there  a l though my hand was so  smal l  fo r  se t t ing

br ick  tha t  i t  was  pos i t ' i ve  to r tu re .  As  to  our  pay ,  i t  was  754

an  hour .

750 an hour?

Ri  gh t .

I 'Jas it hard work?

I t ' s  the  hardes t  work  I  ever  d id  in  my  l i f e .

D id  you yourse l f . . .d id  you persona ' l l y  qe t  a ' long  w i th  these lower

class Mexican Americans that you were workinq with?

M:  Why cer ta in ly ,  why  no t?  I f  I  hadn ' t  been ab le  to  ge t  a long w j th

Mexicans of  any category I  coul ldn' t  have worked al l  over l4exico

wi thout  fee l inq  some t rep ida t ion  about  myse l f .

E :  That ' s  very  en l igh ten ing .  So hare  .you  are ,  lou  were  work ing  and

I  take  i t  you  were  go inq  to  E l  Paso H igh  Schoo l  a t  th is  t ime?

M:  No.  Th is  was be fore  I  went  to  h igh  schoo l .  I  came down here  in

ear ly  l915  and d idn ' t  go  to  h igh  schoo ' l  immedia te ly .  I  worked

from the early part of that .year unti l September when school took up.

M:

E:

M:
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were about f ive blocks of  cr i

As  fo r  med ica l  a t ten t ion- -ve

speak o f .  Gambl ing ,  wh i le  no

t ime jus t  as  i t  was  in  the  19

Club .  Judrez  a t  tha t  t ime,

ments  than any  c i ty  in  Nor th

l low about  the  "s in "  aspec t  o f

any  more  pros t i tu t ion  or  v jce

M: No.  I  don ' t  th ink  there  was

as  we l ' l  o rgan ized as  i t  was  in

d i r ty  c i t y ,  unbe l  ievab ' l y  d ' i r t y

Te l l  us  abou t  i t .

The streets were almost whol l

was  d i f f i cu l t  to  nav iqa te  ove

i t  hadn ' t  been tha t  most  o f  th

on  the  road .  E l  Paso . . .one  o f

me about El  Paso when I  f i rst

horses  in  Co lorado and then a

in Cal i fornia and when I  came

a horse  town and I  qu ick ' l y  d is

in  E l  Paso ou ts ide  o f  the  few

a feW society snobs who rode u

d is t r i c t .  Bu t  the re  wasn ' t  a

a  r id ing  horse .  Th is  was ra th

Tha t ' s  in te res t ing .  D id  you  e

Texas  dur inq  these par t i cu la r

E :

M:

l9

on Utah Street  and some of  i t

saw tha t  ' i n  g rea t  de ta i l .  There

s  on  Utah  St ree t  and no t  we l l  po l i ced .

rudimentary, no requirements to

w' ide  openr  wds  ao ing  on  a l l  t he

,  par t i cu la r ly  a t  the  Kn ickerbocker

th ink ,  had  more  open  gambl ing  es tab l i sh -

r l ca .

t?  Was i t  any  more  s in fu l?  Was there

r  se  than in  E l  Paso,  a t  tha t  t ime?

re  pros t i tu t ion  in  Judrez .  I t  wasn ' t

El  Paso. Jutrez was an extremely

unpaved.  When a  ra in  came a long i t

there,  the mud was so deep. I f

so i l  was  sandy  you cou ldn ' t  have moved

the  s t range th ings  tha t  s ta r t led

ame here was, I  had grown up with

in when I  was with the Essanay Company

ere,  I  thought I  was going to run into

overed that there were no horsemen

att lemen that would come in here and

in what is now the Kern Place

ivery stable where you cou' ld rent

r  strange.

r  t ravel  to any other part  of

a rs  ?
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M:

E:

M:

You ' re  ta l k ing  abou t  t he  teen$?

Yes,  s i r .

We l1 ,  I  t rave led  to S ier ra  B lanca and tha t ' s  about  i t .  I  t rave led

to  Deming.

E: The reason I  ask is that  therq was a very colorful  book that came

out in l916 cal led Tera:  tLe t l |a lvelgus by Nevin Winter.  In th is

book Mr.  b l inter happened to mqnt ion that at  that  t ' ime he cons' idered

El  Paso as  n ' the  most  cosmopo l i tan  c i ty  in  Texas"  in  so  fa r  as

there were many out-of- town vi ls i tors constant ly coming through

here on the rai l roads. Do yo{ recal l  any of  that?

M:  0h ,  I  reca l l  tha t  very  we l1 .  i l t  was  cosrnopo l i tan  in  i t s  na ture- -

the nature of  the populat ion.  That was for the reason that the

ci ty was then the mecca for a1l l  people t roubled with pu' lmonary

in  the  popu la t ion  than you wou ld  f ind  anywhere  e lse .  These peop le

d id  wonders  fo r  the  c ' i t y .  They  d id  more  to  b r ing ' i t  up  to  modern

t imes than anyone else because we had lawyers and doctors and so

on who had a l ready  es tab l i shed b ig  reputa t ions  in  the  Eas t  who came

out  here  fo r  the i r  hea l th .  That  was  the  most  s ta r t l ing  th ing

about i t .  The great contrast  between the front ier  p ioneer nature

o f  ha l f  o f  the  soc ie ty  and the  cu l tu ra l  in te res ts  o f  the  peop le

who were newcomers.  El  Pasoans, for  instance, in those days had

no accent  a t  a l l - - they  d idn ' t  a f fec t  an  accent .  When I  came back

here in the 1930s and aqain in the 40s I  was impressed by how many

El Pasoans whom I  had known were af fect ing a Southwestern drawl,

inc lud ing  my ra ther  famous nephew,  Marsha l l  h l i l l i s .  They  had

a i lments ,  w i th  tubercu los is  o r i  emphysema or  any th ing  l i ke  tha t .

So they had spread throughout l the cul ture developing elements of

th i s  soc ie ty .  So  i t  had ,  I  t f i i nk ,  a  h ' i gher  leve l  o f  i n te l lec t
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E:

got ten  th is  f rom te lev is ion  and f rom rad io .

rea l  l i f e  im i ta t inq  a r t .

I t  was a case of

That 's extremely percept ive.  That 's a very good comment.  You

ta lk  about . . . you  jus t  happened to  ment ion  a  we l l -known person.

I ' d  l i ke  to  ask  you  abou t  a  coup le  tha t  l i ved  here  in  E l  Paso ,

a few wel l -known persons. Did you ever know Zack Lamar Cobb?

Very we1 1 .

Tel l  me about lv l r .  Cobb. He was from Georgia,  wasn' t  he?

Yes. He came from the Lamar Cobb family. The general was a

famous C iv i l  War  f igure .  I  a lso  knew h is  b ro ther  [Howe]11 very

wel l  who was the Deputy Sher i f f  here in El  Paso. I  had very strong

connect ions  w i th  h im.  My l i fe  p ivo ted  on  someth ing  tha t  happened to

him and something that he didrfor me. Zack Lamar was a very smal l

man,  very  s l igh t .  He was more  b i rd l l ke  than any th ing  e1se.

B i rd l  i ke?

Yes,  I  was  go ing  to  say  te r r ie r l i ke ,  bu t  tha t ' s  no t  t rue .  He was

a k ine t ic ,  a  very  emot iona l  conversa t iona l i s t  and so  on  and he

possessed cons iderab le  in te l lec t .  He was a  charming compan ion

to  be  w i th .

They  say . . .as  a  mat te r  o f  fac t ,  i t ' s  known tha t  he  p layed a  major

ro le  in  the  Revo lu t ion ,  the  MQxican Revo lu t ion ,  in  th is  genera l  a rea ,

because he  was very  an t i -V i l l r l s ta  toward  the  end o f  V i l la ' s  91ory .

This was about 
. |915. 

Do you yi 'ecal ' l  anything about that?

No.  I  can ' t  reca l l  h i s  be ing  an t i -V i l l i s ta .  He  d id ,  due  to  d in t

o f  c i rcumstance,  p lay  major  par ts .  But  I  wou ldn ' t  say  i t  was  because

he  had  an  an t i -V i l l i s ta  a t t i t ude .  I t  was  because  o f  the  job

tha t  he  f i l l ed  a t  the  t ime.  You  w i l l  f i nd ,  fo r  i ns tance ,  tha t

M:

E:

M:

E:

M:

t r .

M:
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E:

M:

M:

E :

E:

M:

E:

Barbara Tuchman's book on the Zimmerman telegram goes into a part

he  p layed in  connect ion ,  as  I  d imly  reca l l  now,  w i th  the  do ings

and death of  Pascual  Orozco.

Yes .

You remember,  who was shot as a supposed horse th ' ief ,  down in

Green River Canyon not far  f rom the Love Ranch. I  don' t  remember

exact ly how Cobb f igured in that ,  but  he is ment ioned there in several

p ' laces. He was not,  let  me say, an outstanding f igure in E1 paso

c i rc les .  H is  job  made h im an impor tan t  f igure .  But  he  was a

man who got around a great de41 and became a wel l -known f igure in

E l  Paso .

E : He is  a lso  ment ioned in  C larer lce  C lendenen 's

Pancho  V i l l a  wh ich . . .have  you  read  i t ,  by  the

No,  I ' d  l i ke  to  read  i t  bu t  I  don ' t  know tha t

What were Zack Lamar Cobb's edonomic interests

He was a lawyer to start  of f  vt i th.  Where were

The UnitedStates and

way?

one.

in  th is  town?

h is  inves tments?

M:

F .

M:

Do you  reca l l?

I  can ' t  te l  1  you .

Where was his house?

I don' t  remember where his house was and I  don' t  remember

Howe l l  Cobb ,  h i s  b ro the r ,  l i ve jd  though  I  knew Howe l l  much

Bu t  I  j u s t  don ' t  r eca l l  de ta i l i s  I  i ke  t ha t .

Al  I  r i gh t .

I  have enough trouble rememberl ing where I  l ived.

Let me say that your memory oni  the border. . .about the border at  th is

t ime is  superb .  I  had no  idear  you knew as  much as  you do  about

these  even ts .  I ' d  l i ke  to  ask i  you ,  do  you  reca l l  any th ing  e lse

abou t  Mr .  Cobb  o r  h is  fami l y ,  [ny th ing  a t  a l l ?  D im ly ,  any  even ts  0 r . . .

where

bette r .
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M:  No,  no th ing  tha t  I  reca l l  we l i l  tha t  wou ld  be  impor tan t .

E :  Fa i r  enough.  D id  you ever  know Zack  Whi te?

M:  0h  yes .

E:  Te l l  me about  Mr .  Whi te .

M: l , . le l l ,  the story was when I  wa$ a youngster here that Zack White owned

half  of  the town and Harvey owned the rest  of  i t .  I t  was somewhat of

an exaggerat ion,  but Zack l . , lh i te was a very,  very strong person' in

every respect.  He knew what he wanted and he knew how to get i t .

He was capab le  o f  tak ing  on  g t "ea t  respons ib i l i t i es  and he  never

hes j ta ted  about  do ing  so .  He lhad,  I  guess ,  as  much to  do  w i th  the

advance of  th is c i ty as any pdrson that you could name from that

peri od .

So you would say that

men in El  Paso at  that

No  ques t ion  abou t  i t .

de f in j tq ly  he  was oneof the most prominent

t ime?

}t lho,  in your recol lect ion,  wer l 'e the other prominent men in El  Paso,

sdy ,  in  
. l9 ' |5 ,  

1916?

Wel l ,  Tom Lea was certa ' in ly sq.  As far as Army f igures were concerned,

Micky Michael is who commanded F company of  the l6th Infantry was

better known than John Pershing who commanded at  Ft .  Bl iss because

M' ichael is was the f i rst  Army of f jcer to come here and not only

mix  w i th  the  c i v i l i an  commun j l y  bu t  p lay  a  lead ing  ro le  in  the  c i v i l ' i an

communi ty .  He is  hence a  grea t  f igure  f rom tha t  t ime.  I  can ' t  over -

look  S la te r ,  H .  D.  S la te r ,  bec lause no t  on ly  d id  I  work  w i th  h im,  bu t

f rom any  po in t  o f  v iew i  wou ld  say  tha t  H.  D.  S la te r  i s  one o f  the

preeminent f igures in El  Paso history;  he came here as a young

in te l lec t .  He had been a  sub-ed i to r  on  the  L i te ro .  D iges t .  Th is

E :

M:

E:

M:
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at the t ime

E:

M:

he started the El  Paso Herald.  He was a reform nut.  He fought the

good f ight  for  reform and madie hjmsel f  very unpopular.

A Southwestern muckraker.  h ' la is he a muckraker in the old. . .?

Not so much that.  He was, in i  the f i rst  p lace, a very good newspaper-

man in those years.  His iudginent about what a paper should be I

wou ld  say  was ahead o f  any th ihg  tha t  you '1 . |  f ind  in  E l  Paso today .

He be l ieved in  good wr i t ing .  He be l ieved in  abso lu te  in tegr i t y  on

the  par t  o f  h is  s ta f f .  I f  a  fnan d idn ' t  have i t ,  he  was shor t l y  le t

out.  He was in many ways a fprmidable character.  I t  was almost

imposs ' ib le  fo r  anyone to  ge t  N lose  to  h im.  He l i ved  a  qu i te  sec luded

l i fe.  I  later got to know hi ipr  to the point  where,  when famous

people would come to th is tow$n he would take me, for  instance, to

supper  w i th  Pav lova  because she was an  o ld  f r iend  o f  h is  and tha t

kind of  th ing.  I  don' t  know lvhy he favored me. A good many of  the

famous v is i to rs  to  E l  Paso I  $o t  to  meet  th rough h im.  Go ing  back  to
. l9 . |5 ,  

I  wou ld  descr ibe  h im as  one o f  the  preeminent  f igures  here .

I  wou ld  say  tha t  Judge W.  D.  l f lowe was one 'o f  the  ou ts tand ing  f igures

at  tha t  t ime.

Did you ever know Mr.  SweeneyJ

0h yes .  I  knew Sweeney qu i te lwe l l .

Tell me about Mr. Sweeney. 1

Wel l ,  he  was a  guy . . .  He was la  ra ther  sardon ic  f igure ,  and ye t  he  had

a grea t  sense o f  humor- -a  po f  i l t i c ian  f rom h is  toes  r igh t  up  to  h is

c rown,  and somewhat  ru th less .  I  cou ld  ge t  a ' long  w i th  h im,  bu t  he  was

a l i t t le  hard  to  take .  Unp leNsant  i s  the  word  fo r  h im.  You probab ly

have run into the name of Joe Dunn.

E :

M .

E:

M:
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F .

M:

Yes,  yeS I  have.

Wel I , I knew Joe Dunn ver.y

E lec t r i c  Bu i ld ing  and  he  was

South El  Paso. He was accuse

them a dol I ar a vote and so

scrup les  than Mayor  Cur ly  in

men I  ever  met .  I  l i ked  h im

an of f ice in the El  Paso

be the  po l  i t i ca l  boss  o f

Mexican voters and paying

a doubt Joe had no more

was one of  the most jovia ' ls ton .  He

ry much.

0f  cour ,  he  was no t  a  la rge  man.  He was shor t ,

redh

E:

M:

E:

M:

M:

Was he I r i sh?

From the ground up.

roly-poly and rather

You cou ld  oppose h im

whereas Sweeney did.

hard for Sweeney to

Tha t '  s  in te res t ing .

South El  Paso?

1 .  He  had

upposed to

o f  herd ing

. hj i thout

and

re

out r i  gh t

I f  you

take.

So he wa

Yes- - I  th ink  the  on ly  f i gu re

h i  story.

Did you ever know Frank and I

0h ,  very  we l l .  F rank  "Keeko"

ba l l .  A  very ,  very  s tocky

Yes ,  I  knew them qu i te  we l l .

Wel l ,  o f  course ,  Mr .  A ldere te

their  names f igured prominent

He had a  te r r i f i c  sense o f  humor .

he  d idn ' t  t rea t  you  as  an  enemy,

on the other side you were pretty

more  o r  less  a  po l i t i ca l  boss  in

ha t  was  so  iden t i f i ed  in  E l  Paso 's

e  A ldere te ,  A ldere te?

Alderete was a teammateo f  m ine  in  base-

out f i  e l  der .

E :

and a very hard hi ; t t ing

What  a re  the  ques t ions?

-both of  them as a matter of  fact--

in  E l  Paso newspaper  a r t i c les  w i th

regard  to  gun runn ing .  In  a i t ion  to  tha t ,  in  the  A lber t  Bacon Fa l l

co l l ec t i on  wh ich  has  been  m ic - f i lmed, there are several  documents

t  to  Sena to r  Fa l l ' s  a t ten t ion  in  wh ichi n  wh i ch  i n te l l i gence  i s  b

reference is made to th is qun n ing  ac t iv i t y  by  the  A ldere tes .
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M:

M:

What do you think? Do you

I  wou ldn ' t  doub t  i t .

You  wou ldn ' t  doub t  i t?

I  wou ldn ' t  doub t  i t .  I  cou l

common along the border then.

major  c r ime.  I t  wasn ' t  thou

runner was regarded as an ad

d i f f i cu l t  to  recrea te  the  c l i

Wel  I  ,  you ' re  do ing  a  good job

I remember a center of revol u

F isher  Ho te l .  I t ' s  s t i l l  i n  e

That was owned by the Vi l joen

most prominent Generals and bu

would meet there.  The funny

the pr ivacy that 's common in

dr i f t  in  and ou t  o f  the  meet in

These revol  ut ionary pl  anning

No,  tha t ' s  the  way i t  was .  I

the  t ime.

' t  prove i t  but  gun running was rather

Anything l ike that is now regarded as

t  o f  in  those

turer,  not  a

te  in  E l  Paso

f  i t .

days in that  way. [A gun

cr im ina l . ]  I t ' s  ve ry

a t  tha t  t ime.

E :

M:

E:

M:

M:

E :

E:

M:

F .

Yes,  he  was.  0 f  course ,  a

also there.  He was part  of

l . le l l ,  I  remember about the

spread around.

' ionary p ' lanning and p' lot t ing was the

istence across f rom the Del Norte.

rothers.  Vi l joen had been one of  the

ckers in the Boer War.  The people

rt  of  i t  was that they did not court

af fa i rs today. Reporters would

s.

ss ions? You ' re  k idd ing.

idn ' t  rea l ize how naTve i t  was at

dson or  a  nephew o f  Gar iba ld i  was

Fore ign  Leg ion  in  tha t  revo lu t ion .

baldi  grandson but they seemed to

t me ask you

0f course this was General  Ben
I

amin  V i l joen who was with Madero in

lg l l  when Jua'rez was f i rst  ta

l,Jel I , I wasn't even aware of

M:

th

Gar

I  understand what you mean.

I  jus t  want  to  inser t  one fu r

th is . . .

th i i t  i s  in  connect ion  w i thr  po in t  and



E:

M:

E:

M:

E:

M:

the support of

Civ ic  Cen te r  i s .

l ^ las  i t  a  c lo th ing  bus iness?

I t  was  a  c lo th ing  bus iness  an

But  jn  p rov id ing  un i fo rms to

was not only very act ive but

great deal  of  money out of  i t

How about the el  der Mr.  Schwa

I  don ' t  th ink  so ,  no .  No ,  I

and Maurice and the boys very

as I  knew any fami ly in E' l  Pa

more respect than they did.

in f luence in  th is  communi ty .

of  the nephews tomorrow, I rv i

was ,  I  wou ld  say ,  the  ou ts tan

more to help people by way of

in  spor t ing  ac t iv i t y  and he lp

Genera l ,  w i th  regard  to . .  .  Y

you expounded on them. We ta

they may have engaged in gun

haps endemic  a long the  border

ever  th ink ing  about  the  fac t

t i on .  .  .  tha t  the  p r inc i  p1  es

E:

the Mexican Americans in El  P
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revo lu t ionary  bc t iv i t ies  in  Mex ico  in  tha t  t ime.

s certajnly onp of  the ' important f igures in El  FHaymon Krupp was certa ' in1y onp of  the' important f igures in El  Paso.

He was a  bus inessman here .

That 's  r igh t .  He had a  very  f la rge  bus iness  r igh t  where  the  present

s  tha t  r igh t?

o ther  th ings  a lso .  He was

V i l l i s t as  and  t ha t  k i nd

a who lesa le r .

o f  th ing  he

i  s ,  he  made a
' lso 

very successful  .  That

tz?

on ' t  th ink  so .  I  knew Ado lph  Schwar tz

very we1 1 . I knew them about as wel I

o .  I  don ' t  know any  fami ly  tha t  had

y  were  cer ta in ly  a  g rea t ly  s tab i l i z ing

Inc iden ta l l y ,  I 'm  hav ing  lunbh  w i th  one

g Schwar tz .  They  were . . .Maur jce  espec ia l l y

ing  spor tsman in  E l  Paso.  He wou ld  do

f inancial  support  who were interested

ng w i th  k ids  and tha t  k ind  o f  th ing .

ment ioned the  A ldere tes ,  o r  I  d id  and

ked a  l i t t le  b i t  about  the  fac t  tha t

nn ing  and the  fac t  tha t  tha t  was  per -

a  lo t  o f  peop le  d id  i t .  Can you reca l l

ha t  the  pr inc ip les  o f  the  Mex ican Revo lu-

have had an  e f fec t  on  the  th ink ing  o f

so? D id  you ever  g ive  tha t  any  thought?
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M:

M:

You have to  spe l l  tha t  ou t .

A l l  r i gh t ,  s i r .  I  rea l i ze  I 'm  bq ing

here you have a border community.  A

have a unique border community whl ich

f i rs t - -we l l ,  a t  leas t  C iudad . lu i r lez

revo lu t ion  o f  the  twent ie th  century .

a  I  i t t l e  vague .  We l  I  ,  l e t ' s  say ,

very unique border community.  You

is  faced a l l  o f  a  sudden w i th  the

is - - i s  faced w i th  the  f i rs t  soc ia l

. .what  tu rns  ou t  to  be  the  f i rs t

M .

M .

soc ia l  revo lu t ion .

R i  gh t .

There are very great hjstor ical  fbrces at  work here,  whether or not

peop le  knew i t  a t  tha t  t ime.

I  don ' t  th ink  the  pr inc ipa ls  knew i t  fo r  the  most  par t .

That' s an i nterest' inq cornment .

They  d ' idn ' t  rea l l y  unders tand whaf  they  were  dr iv ing  a t - - I  mean ou ts ide

of  land  d iv is ion .  The i r  concepts  hard ly  went  beyond tha t .

fo r  the  Revo lu t ion  e i ther  mora l  o r  d id  they  ac t ive ly  he lp  i t?  Do you

reca l l  ever  hear inq  any th ing  about  tha t?

M: I  was not here at  the t ime of  thei  Madero Revolut ion,  when i t  started.

By  the  t ime tha t  I  go t  here  in '1915 the  tu rbu lence in  Mex ico  was so

great  tha t  I  fe l t  tha t  most  E l  PaNoans had jus t  th is  v iew o f  i t :  " I f

we  cou ld  jus t  ge t  r id  o f  th i s  we 'd  be  so  much  happ ie r . "  In i t i a ' l l y ,

f rom what was told me, there is nq quest ion but what the sympathy of

the  E l  Paso pub l ic  was  w i th  the  M{dero  Revo lu t ion .  But  I  may qo  on

to say that I  have observed over fhe course of  a l i fet ime that th is

E:  That ' s  in te res t ing .  That ' s  very  l in te res t ing .  Now,  do  you th ink  tha t

there was any support  among the Mpxicans on this s ide of  the border

or  the  Mex ican Amer icans  even? Shy,  we ' re  no t  jus t  ta lk ing  about  the

. /
emiqrds,  sdy,  the Mexican Americafrs--do you think they had any support



E:

M:

is  a lmost  inev i tab ly  the  case in

talked about the De la Huerta Re

aiong there was a great sent ' imen

pec ia l ' l y  t rue  on  the  par t  o f  the

press  wh ich  i s  un th ink inq  on  suc

such movement that  comes a1ong.

For  i t s  p ress  va lue .

That 's  r igh t .  I  thought  tha t  the

needed was s tab i l i za t ion  and no t

o f  the  revo lu t ion  be ing  r igh t  ne

was di f ferent f rom that on any c

were the only large border c i ty.

d i rec t l y  invo lved  in  revo lu t iona

di  f ference.

Thank you,  Genera l .  Th is  i s  the

General  Marshal  I  .
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a free society.  For examp' le,  we

o lu t ion .  A t  the  t ime tha t  tha t  came

in  favor  o f  i t  here .  Th is  was es-

press  o f  the  Un i ted  Sta tes .  The

mat te rs  i s  usua l ly  in  favor  o f  any

at t i tude  was pre t ty  b l ind- - tha t  what

la  new revo lu t ion .  Cer ta in ly  the  fac t

bnd of  the f i rst  interview with

V

+u

l'l

xt door had hn impact on El  Paso that

i ty in the Uni ted States because we

j l,, le were the only people that were

r !  a f fa i rs .  Th is  makes a  he l l  o f  a

Mexi  co

t r .
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E:

M:

[2nd  in te rv iew sess ion ,  Ju ]y  5 ,  1975f

Genera l  Marsha l l ,  you  were  ment ion ing  some fami l ies ,  some prominent

fami l ies  tha t  you  had known in  E l  Paso back  in  the  teens .  Cou ld  you

te l l  me someth ing  about  those fan l i l i es?

To those I  numbered the other day I  would add the Richard Burgess

fami ly and the Orndorf f  fami ly ar ld the Magoff in fami ly because there

were st i l l  a lot  of  Magoff ins hevte at  that  t ime. Three of  them were

schoo lmates  o f  mine .  I  th ink  thqse were  among the  subs tan t ia l  fami l ies

that you would refer to as pi ' l ' lar fs of  the community.  They had a great

soc ia l  pos i t ion  and prominence,  dhd wea l th  and a lso  they  were  ming le rs .

They  d id  no t  ho ld  themse lves  apar f t .  I  wanted  to  add tha t  to  the  l i s t

o f  the  o ther  day .  I  a lso  fa i led  to  ment ion  one o f  my f r iends  tha t

ear ly was Victor 0choa. I  ment ion him for the reason that a qood deal

o f  the  ins igh t  I  go t  on  revo lu t iqnary  Mex ico  I  go t  f rom h im in  person.

He was very  d i rec t l y  connected  a4d in te res ted  in  revo lu t ionary  a f fa i rs .

I  met  Orozco th rough h im very  b r ie f l y .  And I  wou ld  say ,  inc identa l l y ,

that  the great over looked man as l far  as story mater ia l  is  concerned

out  on  the  Revo lu t ion  is  Orozco and no t  V i l la .  Much has  been wr i t ten

about  V i l la ,  ye t  Orozco 's  career  f rom beg inn ing  to  end is  more  in te res t -

ing  and more  dramat ic  and no th jng  has  been done on  i t .  There  is  no th ing

jn  the  E l  Paso I  ib ra ry  and prac t ica l  l y  no th ing  in  the  Congress iona l

L ib rary .  I  don ' t  be l ieve  there  is  a  f iqure  in  h is to ry  tha t  tu rned

coat  as  o f ten  as  he  d id .  H js  ac t iv i t ies  d i rec ly  concerned no t  on ly

Mexico but the Uni ted States in many respects.  So I  would suggest that

i f  you ever want to embark on studying Orozco that 's worth doing. I
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y0I 'm sure .  Genera l ,  you  say

Yes .

u actual ' ly  met 0rozco?

Cou ld  you te l l  us  about

I  met him at  the El  i te

Which  was  loca ted . . .

In Central  El  Paso. I  th ink ibhe Grant store is there now. That was

a meet ing  p lace  fo r  E l  Pasoans and revo lu t ionar ies .  I t  was  a  de l igh t fu l

cen ter .  Inc identa l l y ,  the  Esk imo p ie  came out  o f  tha t  shop.  They  had

what was cal led a basebal l  there-- f rozen ice cream with a chocolate

coat ing,  a round sphere.  The man who developed the Eskimo pie sto ' le

h is  idea f rom th is  confec t ion  here  in  E l  Paso.  Frank  P ickere l  who

ran the  E l i te  los t  ou t  in  tha f t  respec t  bu t  I  be l ieve  he  la te r  made

a fo r tune  in  o i l .

I t  seems that Vi l la and Orozcp used to f requent ice cream par lors

qu i te  a  b i t .

0h  yes .  I  have  a  p ic tu re  o f  0 rozco  a t  the  E l i te .  I  th ink  V i l l a  i s

in the same picture.  I  don' t  remember where I  got  the picture though.

Could you tel l  us more about the meet ing between yourse' l f  and Mr.  0rozco?

Wel l ,  i t  was  car r ied  on  in  Span ish .  Orozco ,  you  know. . . the re  was  a

story around here that he was the descendent of  an I r ishman and that his

name was rea' l ly  Roscoe. He had reddish hair .  He was a very taci turn

man.  We were  ta lk ing  main ly  about  h is  concepts  o f  the  Revo lu t ion  and

what  h is  respons ib i l i t i es  wer '1e .  I  cannot  reca l l  the  conversa t ion

beyond that.  I  was not a reporter in those days and I  have no recol lect ion

of conversat ions at  a t ime when I  was not interested as a news gatherer.*

E :  That ' s  unders tandab le .  Th is  must  have been in  ear ly  
. l9 . l5 .

M:  I t  was .  I  th ink  i t  was  in  the  summer  o f  
. l9 . |5 .

E :  The summer  o f  
. |9 . l5 .

[*My own recol lect ion of  the incjdent is vague. I  was reminded of  the
meet ing  by  Lewis  B .  Ruther fo rd  in  

. |966.1

tha t  meet ing?

Caf6.

M:
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I t  was qui teM:

E:

M .

E:

M:

M:

E:

F .

I  don ' t  remember how I  happened

by  acc iden t .

0f  course ,  Orozco was k i l led

. l9 . |5 .  
I sn ' t  tha t  r i gh t?

I  th ink  i t  was  a  l i t t l e  la te r

You ment ioned Victor 0choa.

He was from El Paso. I  th ink

is  named a f te r  here .

about ,  I  wou ld  sayo in  h is  ear ly

ac t jve  mind  and a  very  congen ia l

Do you know 'if they were related

This would be the Inocente 0choa

meet Victor Ochoa.

about the f i rst  part  of  September of

than tha t .  I  lm no t  sure .

Was Mr.  0choa from El Paso?

i t ' s  h i  s  fami ' l y  tha t  0choa St ree t

I  He was an old-t imer here.  He was

60s a t  tha t  t imeo bu t  s t i l l  a  very

compan l  on .

to the famous Ochoas from

fami 1y.

Ciudad Ju{rez?

No,  I  don t t  know.

Genera l ,  I ' d  l i ke  to  ment ion  some o ther  names fo r  you .

recal l  them you can be very curt  wi th me and just  say

The name c l i cks  bu t  no th inq  e lse  does .

J .  E .  To l  send .

I f  you  don ' t

no .  Lee  Po l la rd .

M:

l lo.

l , . I .  J .  M i l lner .

No .

N.  B .  Bra i l y .

Never heard the name

A.  W.  Spa ld ing .

No.

l , l l i l l ' iam Lowe.

No.

Very  we l l ,  s i r .  For

soc ia l i s ts  in  the  E l

before.

everyone 's  in fo rmat ion ,  these were  prominent

Paso area  dur inq  tha t  t ime.
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M .

E:

F .

M:

I  d idn ' t  know we had any  prominent  soc ia l i s ts  here ,  lexcept  B i l l

I t  may have been a contradict ion in terms there.  Were you ever

of  any social ist  or  l l ' . l l , l l  act iv i ty in the El  Paso area dur ing your

years on the border?

M: Ih lW act iv i ty ,  absolute ly  not .  I  knew noth ing about  that  unt i l  the war

came on  and  the  t roub le  rose  i n  B i sbee .  The  b ig  " j e fe "  o f  t he . . . I l ^ l h l

HayuPod. . .

B ig  B i l l  Haywood.

He was there at  the t ime that the l l l lW was run out of  Bjsbee and put

into what amounted to a concentrat ion camp by the sher i f f .

Did you ever hear the name Mary Harr isn "Mother Jones"?

No.

Do you know i f  l , l l i l l iam Haywood ever made a t r ip to El  Paso?

I  don ' t  reca l l  tha t  he  d id .

Do you recal l  any str ikes in the El  Paso area? Perhaps at  the Smelter?

No,  I  led  one a t  the  br ick  company.

You led  a  s t r j ke  a t  the  br ick  company?

Ye,s,  I  d id ' in a sense. There was a character by the name of Teddy

McColt  who was a union f igure here.  We later found out that  he was

an escapee,  I  th ink ,  f rom Idaho Pen i ten t ia ry .  He was a  un jon  organ izer

and I  thouglrb that  the people f rom the br ick company were underpa' id.

The odd part  of  th is was that the br ick company was owned by the

In te rna t iona l  Un ion  o f  Br ick layers - -Br ick ,  T i le  and Tema-cot ta  Workers ,

I  th ink  tha t  was  the  t i t le .  The p lan t  was  no t  o rgan ized.  I  io ined

McCol t  in  o rgan iz ing  and s t r j k ing  aga ins t  my own fa ther .  And a f te r

we orqan ized and had our  l i t t le  s t r i ke ,  he  sa id ,  " l , , lha t  a re  you go ing

to do about i t? We can' t  pay any more money and stay in the black,

so  tha t ' s  the  s i tua t ion . "  We used to  go  to . : .one o f  the  techn iques

Moran]

aware

ear ' ly
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of st ikers in those days was to go downtown at  the evening dinner hour

and spread around and take up the seats,  a l l  the seats in the cafJs

and order just  a cup of  cof fee and sj t  there for  an hour.  There wasn' t

anything that the propr ietors could do about i t .  we were not breaking

the  law.  we were  t ry ing  to  use  the i r  p ressure  in  o rder  to  ge t  pub l i c

sympathy for  the str ike.  t^ le l l ,  that  str ike completely f izz led out.

That was my on' ly exper ience in str ik ing.

Do you reca l l  any  ment ion  or  any  propaganda re la t ing  to  soc ia l i s t

ac t i v i t y  in  th is  a rea?

None a t  a l l .  The reason tha t  I  th ink  I  wou ld  have been impressed w i th

i t  was  because my fa ther  came to  the  Un i ted  Sta tes  as  a  young soc ia l i s t ,

an  Eng l i sh  soc ia l i s t .  He  fo l lowed soc ia l i sm very  c1ose1y .  Bu t  he

grew completely disenchanted with i t  and became a conservat ive.

Do you reca l l  any  B lacks  or  0 r ien ta ls  tha t  may have l i ved  in  th is

area  dur ing  the  teens?

No, there were a very few Blacks in the community.  Most of  them worked

as shoesh ine  boys  in  the  barber  shops .  But  they  were  such a  minuscu le

group that they had no ef fect  on the community whatsoever.

E :  How about  Or ien ta ls?

M: Very few of  them.

E: Do you recal l  what jobs those few may have held?

M:  Laundr ies  and so  on ,  men ia l  work .

E :  Genera l  Marsha l l ,  do  you reca l l  ever  hear ing  any lh ing  re la t ing  to  the

use o f  d rugs  in  E l  Paso dur ing  the  teens?

Dur ing  the  teens ,  ro .  Dur ing  the  20s ,  yes- -very  much so .

E :
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E:

M:

F .

M .

M:

Dur ing  the  teens  d id  you ever  hear  about . . .

I t  cou ld  have been go ing  on  and I  wou ld  have known noth ing  about  i t .

Because odd ly  enough the . . .desp i te  the  ruggedness ,  the  toughness ,  and

the meanness of  the community in those days, the people that  I  associated

wi th  were  no t  d r inkers ,  no t  d rug  users .  There  was no th ing  o f  tha t  k ind

in  the  h igh  schoo l .  I  knew on ly  two boys  tha t  d rank  beer ,  fo r  ins tance.

The males were extremely upr ight  indiv iduals-- far  more so than those

tha t  I ' d  known in  Ca l i fo rn ia .

But  you heard  no th ing  th rough rumor  a t  a l l?

No. And I  ran w' i th real ' ly  the toughest qang in the community,  the

Myrt ' le Avenue gang.

Was that what they were cal led,  the "Myrt le Avenue gang"?

The Myrt le Avenue gang-- in fact ,  several  of  them later went to the

pen i ten t ia ry .  We had the  w inn ingnest  ba l l  c lub  in  E l  Paso.  l ^Je  were

never defeated. But I  recal l  very strong' ly that  whbn we wanted to

ce lebra te  a f te r  a  game we drank  soda pop.  We d idn ' t  th ink  o f  d r ink ing

beer .

E :  D id  you ever ,  dur ing  the  teens ,  meet  any  underwor ld  f igures?

M: What do you mean by underworld?

E:  We11,  I ' l l  l eave  i t  open  to  y_our  in te rp re ta t ion .

l r , l :  Wel l ,  i t  wou ld  be  pre t ty  d i f f i cu l t  to  c lass ' i f y  anybody as  "underwor ld"

in  E l  Paso a t  tha t  t ime.

D id  you ever  meet  anyone tha t  in  any  way was assoc ia ted  w i th  i l l ega l

ac t iv i t y  in  the  area?

Gee,  tha t ' s  a  hard  ques t ion  to  answer .

A l  I  r i gh t .

I met people that I knew were

d idn ' t  ge t  the  goods on  them,

the  gun runn ing  bus iness .  But  I

I  wou ld  no t  speak  o f  tha t .

i n

so
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E: Do you recal l  any rumors at  a l ' l  about contraband or smuggf ing? Do

you reca l l  ever  hav ing  read any th inq  about  i t?

No-

Genera l  Marsha l l ,  in  our  las t  in te rv iew you made the  observa t ion  tha t

you used to go to Ciudad Juf,rez qui te of ten.  Could you tel l  me, what

procedure did one go through at  the br idge to v is i t  and return f rom

Ciudad Juirez?

M:  You  had  no  d i f f i cu l t y  a t  a l l .

E :  You 'd  jus t  wa lk  over?

M:  We were  jus t  admi t ted  on  persona l  recogn izance,  tha t ' s  a l l .

E:  Did you just  walk over? When you came back did you have to state your

c i  t i  zensh i  p?

M:  l ^ la l k . . .  N0 . . .  Yes ,  you  had  to  s ta te  your  c i t i zensh ip .  I ' ve  never

seen any except ion to that  a long this border.  One of  the strange

exper iences  I  reca l l  i s  go ing  over  there  on  a  motorcyc le  wf th  a  h igh

schoo l  f r iend  o f  mine  named Crook  Evans.  He was la te r  k i l led  in  an

aircrash just  beyond UTEP. We went to the Judrez racetrack.  They

had some good horses  runn inq  in  those days ,  in  the  revo lu t ionary  per iod- -

I ron Mask and Old Rosebud that won the Kentucky Derby and so on. We

got  ou t  to  the  t rack  and we met  a  V i l l i s ta  capta in  there .  I  fo rge t  the

two horses, but he wanted to bet ten dol lars on the horse he was

back ing  aga ins t  ten  do l la rs  tha t  we were  be t t ingo  wh ich  was a l l  the

money we had. I^le put the money on a fence post. The race was run and

we won.  He pu t  h is  hand on  the  ten  do l la rs  and s tu f fed  i t  in to  h is

pocket.  Whereupon Evans hauled of f  and socked him and knocked him out.

We got on the motorcycle and started for the Santa Fe br idge. When

we got there they had sent a message through to the bridge and there

M:

F .
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were two mozos standing up there with a rope to stop us. Crook just

decided that he was going on and hi t  that  rope to see what happened.

Fortunately the rope didn' t  throw us;  i t  dragged the two mozos a' long

the  br idge.  I  guess  they  go t  sp l in te rs  in  the i r  asses .  We kept  on

going and by the t ime we reached the American side the motorcyc' le

was comple te ly  o f f  ba lance.  A t  tha t  t ime we d id  take  a  d i tch ing  our -

se lves  and I  p icked up  some sp ' l in te rs .

E :  You had some ex t raord inary  t imes here  in  E l  Paso,  d idn ' t  you?

M:  Wel l ,  I  remember  tha t  ra ther  v jv id ly  because I  was  scared.

E:  Genera l  Marsha l l ,  do  you reca11 any  Mex ican o f f i c ia ls  ever  be ing

stat ioned on the American side of  the br idge?

M:  No ,  I  don ' t .

E :  Do you reca l l  wh ich  br idge had the  ra i l road go ing  over  i t?

M:  The ra i l  road?

E:  Yeso  s i r .

I  can' t  te l l  you. The streetcar went over the Stanton Street br idge

and came back  by  the  Santa  Fe br idge.  I  th ink  I ' ve  go t  those r igh t .

Did you ever meet or hear of  Juan Medina, of  Ciudad Ju{rez?

The name r ings  a  be l l ,  no th ing  e ' l se .  I  don ' t  know whether  I  ever  met  h im-

The o ther  day  dur ing  our  in te rv iew you ment ioned one Emi l  Ho lmdah l .  I s

that r i  ght?

Emi l  Ho lmdah l ,  yes .

Emi l  Ho lmdah l ,  cou ld  you te l l  me more  about  h im?

Yes,  he  was a  very  handsome ind iv idua l .  He was sa id  to  be  V i l la ' s

agent  in  negot ia t ions  main ly  w i th  the  bus iness  communi ty  thou lh ,  as

I  sa id ,Oscar  Caba l le ro  was a lso  ac t ive  in  tha t  sphere .  l lo lmdah l ,  I

wou ld  say ,  was  a  man o f  about  45  a t  tha t  t ime w i th  s i l ver -g ray  ha i r .
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He was a very c losed mouthed indiv idual .  He always wore a gray semj-

un i fanm-  He looked l i ke  a  mi l i ta ry  f igure  w i th  some k ind  o f  a  Western

hat -  He was a  very  qu ie t  man-  He wou ' ld  ta lk  i f  you  pressed h im.  I

don' t  mean he was uncongenia ' l  but  he was just  a k jnd of  a reserved

type, whereas Oscar Cabal lero was just  the other way around--he was

a very  fo r thg iv ing ,  jov ia l  ind iv idua l  [and a  grea t  joker ]

E :  "Ho lmdah l "  sounds German.  Is  tha t  cor rec t?

M:  I  th ink  i t  i s ,  bu t  I  can ' t  swear  as  to  h is  ances t ry .

E: Was he a f r iend of  the 0rndorf fs?

M:  Yes .

E: What other El  Paso fami l ies of  German descent or supposed German descent

do you recal  I  ?

M:  I  d raw a  b lank  there ,

E: Tel l  me something more about Mr.  Cabal lero.  Do you know where he was

from ori g' i na1 1y?

M:  No ,  I  don ' t .

E :  Do you reca l l  what  h is  par t i cu la r  job  w i th  the  V i l l i s tas  was?

M:  Purchas ing  agent .

E: Purchasing agent,  0.K. Did you ever know L|zaro de la Garza?

M:  No,  I  don ' t  even reca l l  the  name.

E:  Genera l ,  Vou sa id  tha t  you  used to  s ing  here  in  E l  Paso dur ing  your

youth .  What  k inds  o f  soc ia l  func t ions  wou ld  you s ing  a t?  Do you reca l l?

I  sang,  a t  tha t  t ime,  in  the  f i rs t  Bapt is t  cho i r .  I ' ve  been t ra ined as

a s inger  and I  s t i l l  had  a  p re t ty  good vo ice  a t  tha t  t ime.  I  sang in

l igh t  opere t tas  a t  the  h igh  schoo l  and so  on .  I  d idn ' t  do  much pub l ic

s ing ing  ou ts ide  o f  the  church  cho i r  and  the  h igh  schoo l  ac t i v i t i es .

I  sang with a high school  quartet  that  made many pub' l ic  appearances

in  
' | 9 . |7 .
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Did you ever meet or hear of  Juan S.

0h, yes.  I  heard.  of  h im a great deal

You never  met  h im?

No.

41 though he had great fame as a

That was before my t ime.

Before your time?

Um'hum.

D id  you  ever  v i s i t  Har t ' s  M ' i l l ?

Yes .

basebal  1 player. Do you recal  I  that?

V i l la  ra id .  By  the  way,  have

V i l l a?

Har t?

,  but  I  hever met h im.

l ^ lha t  k inds  o f  ac t i v i t ies  wou ld  qo  on  ou t  there?

I  can ' t  remember .

You can' t  remember?

No.

I 'd  l i ke  to  ask  you someth ing  about  the

you ever read Frank Thompkin 's Chaying

I  th ink  I  have ,  yeS.

Do you recal l  whether or not you thought i t  was accurate?

I  thought  i t  was  inaccura te .

You thought i t  was inaccurate?

I  thought  the  book  V i la  V i ! ]g  was h igh ly  inaccura te ,  a1so.

How about  Co lone l  Thompk in 's  book ,  do  you reca l l  spec i f i ca l l y  what  you

though t . . .

No ,  I  don ' t .  I  th ink  tha t  V i l l a  has  been  as  g rea t l y  romant i c i zed  as

probab' ly any character in the history of  North America.  I  know the

story that  was around El  Paso in those days was that his or ig inal  cr ime

was s tea l ing  bo t t les  o f  mi lk  in  h is  hometown.  That  was when he  f i rs t
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ran  a fou l  o f  t he ' l aw-  I  can ' t  vouch  fo r  t he  t t "u th  o f  t ha t  bu t - - -

That  was the s tory  going around?

Tha t  was  the  s to ry ,  yes - - tha t  h i s  f i r s t  o f f ense  was  s tea l i ng  m i l k  a f te r

i t  had been del ivered.

E:  The n igh t  a f te r  the  Co lumbus ra id ,  you  sa id  the  o ther  day  tha t  you

had witnessed the beat inqs of  Mexicans on San Antonio Street?

Ri  gh t .

Do you reca l l  tha t  anyone tha t  you  knew was invo lved in  th is?  D id  you

know some of the people that  took part  in the beat ings?

No,  no .

Could you tel l  us what was your immediate react ion when you saw this?

Shock .

You were shocked?

Yes ,  I  cou ldn ' t  be l ieve  i t .  I  cou ldn ' t  be l ieve  i t .  I ' d  never  run  in to

tha t  k jnd  o f  b ru ta l  scene be fore  and I ' ve  seen very  few th ings  s ince .

I ' ve  seen a  fgw in  war  where . . . fo r  ins tancen I  saw one in  Wor ld  War  I I

dur ing  our  move in to  Par is  fo r  the  l ibera t ion  o f  Par is ,  where  French

soldiers formed a gaunt let  and had the German pr isoners that  we had

just  taken in an act ion come down there and they were beat ing them with

r i f les  and bayonets  and canteens  and every  k ind  o f  th ing .  Frank ly ,  I

was  a f ra id  to  move in  because I  f igured  they 'd  tu rn  on  me a lso .

Do you recal l  the react ions of  these Mexicans that would be set upon?

There  wasn ' t  any  reac t ion .  They  d idn ' t  have a  chance because be ing

outnumbered four or f ive or s ix to one, al l  they could do was take i t .

M:

E :

I  d idn ' t  see  anybody f igh t  back .

hlas there ever any speculat ion in El

ra id  hav ing  been re t r ibu t ion  fo r  the

the other day?

Paso with regard to the Columbus

fburn ing ]  tha t  you  to ld  me about
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M: Wel l ,  tha t ' s  what  we thought  i t  was !  That ' s  why  we thought  i t  happened.

That was the story that  went around El  Paso.

Was i t  the  genera l  fee l ing? D id  Ang ' los  and Mex icans  a l i ke  fee l  tha t?

I  can ' t  answer  tha t .

You can ' t  answer  tha t .

I  th ink  i t  was  a  comple te ly  mis taken assumpt ion .  I rve  heard  many

theor ies  about  the  ra id  s ince  tha t  t ime.  In  fac t ,  I  heard  one on ly  a

coup le  o f  weeks  ago- -about  V i l la  hav ing  had a  la rge  sum o f  money in

a  bank  in  Co lumbus.  He cou ldn ' t  ge t  ho ld  o f  i t  and  tha t  was  why he

ra ided.  Whether  there  is  any  t ru th  in  tha t  I  don ' t  know,  bu t  I  jus t

ment ion  tha t  as  an  example  o f  how these rumors  s t i l l  go  around in

modern t imes.

Genera l  Marsha l l ,  dur ing  th is  per iod  in  the  Revo lu t ion- - the  Mex ican

Revolut ion on the border-- there were numerous Americans and foreigners

who took part  in the revolut ionary f ight ing as soldiers of  for tune.

Do you recal  I  ever havinq met any of  these?

Sam Dreben. Sam Dreben I  f i rst  met r ight  af ter  I  came to El  Paso and

I  donr t  reca l l  the  c i rcumstances  very  we l l .  Bu t  then ' in  the  pos t

war per iod he became a pa1 of  mine and we spent a great deal  of  t ime

together .  Co lone l  Shepard  Ph i lpo t  was  the  Provos t  Marsha l l  o f  E l  Paso

at that  t ime and he was also a soldier of  for tune. He had been

in  the  tsoxer  Rebe l l ion  among o ther  opera t ions .  I  th ink

Sam was in the Boxer Rebel l ion.  We used to go to Judrez almost dai ly

t r .

M :

E :

M :

and have lunch together.

The three of  you?

The three of  us.  We enjoyed one

wou ld  t ry  to  ou t - l ie  the  o ther .

another 's  companyvery much. Each one

as prominent  a  so ld ie rSam was probably
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of  fo r tune as  the  Un i ted  Sta tes  has  ever  p roduced.  He was immor ta l i zed . . .

wel l ,  that 's probably the wrong word, by Damon Runyon [who] wrote him

up- -a  s to ry  ca l led  the  "F igh t ing  Jew" ;  i t  ran  in  Cosmopo l i tan  Magaz ine .

He was,  I  guess ,  in  h is  ear ly  fo r t ies  when I  f i r s t  met  h im.  He was

smal l - -we l l ,  no t  sma l l ,  he  was  a  l i t t l e  ta l l e r  than  I  am,  I ' d  say

an inch  and a  ha l f  ta l le r  than I  am--squat  and qu i te  swar thy ;  any-

th ing  bu t  beaut i fu l  ' l ook ing ;  good sense o f  humor  and he  was a  grea t

braggar t .  0h ,  he  loved to  boas t  about  h is  ach ievements .  He was

qu i te  a  l ia r .  Bu t  he  was a lso  an  ex t remely  courageous man.  He be-

came one of  the most decorated soldiers in the American Army in World

t , t |ar  I I .  He was a wel l -known character around town--qui te popular

desp i te  h is  b raggadoc io .  He was regarded as  a  loca l  f igure  o f  some

renown.  H is  fame cont inued to  spread in  the  years  tha t  fo l lowed.

D id  you say  he  fought  in  Wor ld  War  I I?

0h ,  yes .  He  was  w i th  an ' in fan t ry  reg iment  in  the  36 th  D iv i s ion .  I

th ink  i t  was  the  l4 l s t .

That  was  the  group composed o f  Texas  Nat iona l  Guardsmen. . .

That ' s  cor rec t .  He was w i th  the  ba ta l l ion  tha t  went  f rom E l  Paso.

I  th ink that  he was f i rst  sergeant of  one of  the companies.  He was

in  R ' i chard  Burgess '  company,  as  I  reca l l .

He must have been of  a rather advanced age when he went to the Second

Worl  d War.

We l l ,  he l l ,  a  man be ing  in  h is  la te  fo r t i es - - tha t ' s  no t  a  g rea t l y

advanced age.

I  thought  you sa id  tha t  he  was jn  h is  la te  fo r t ies  be fore  Wor ld  War  I .

I 'm  sor ry .

No,  I  was  ta lk ing  about  h is  age r igh t  a f te r  Wor ld  War  I .  I  wou ld  say

he was around 30 or 40 when I  f i rst  met him.
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Is  i t  t rue  tha t  he  was born  in [Po l tava ]  Russ ia?

I  th ink  tha t ' s  t rue ,  bu t  I 'm  no t  su re  o f  the  exac t  p1ace .  I 'm  qu i te

sure  he  was Russ ian .  H is  Eng ' l i sh  was no t  very  good.

That 's  [e -o- t  - t -a  -v -a  I

ldhere did you get that?

That 's  some in fo rmat ion  I  p icked up .  I  can ' t  reca l l  where .  D id  you

know Tracy Richardson?

No,  never  met  h im.  But  I  know tha t  they  pa l1ed toqether .

D' id you ever ask Dreben about his act iv i t ies dur ing the 0rozco

rebe l l i on?

0h ,  we  d iscussed  them a t  q rea t ' l eng th .  Bu t  once  aqa in ,  i t ' s  l i ke

ask inq  me what  we ta lked  about  in  Wor ld  War  I I .  I  can ' t  remember

what  our  conversa t ions  were .  A l l  he  descr ibed was in  verv  v iv id  de-

ta i l  and  a lways  gave h imse l f  a  b iq  par t .

What  was h is  par t i cu la r  p rowess  in  war?  What  was h is  ab i l i t y?  Why

was he  sought .ou t  as  a  so ld je r  o f  fo r tune?

He was an  ex t raord inar i l y  good mach ine  gunner  fo r  one th inq .

D id  you know any  o ther  so ld ie rs  o f  fo r tune dur ing  th is  t ime?

That ' s  a l l  I  reca l l .  I ' d  say  Ho lmdah l  was  a  so ld ie r  o f  fo r tune ,  bu t

I  don ' t  th ink  he  was f rom here .

D id  he  have an  accent  o f  any  k ind?

No,  no  no t i ceab le  accen t .

Genera lo  I ' d  l i ke  to  ask  you ,  do  you  know i f  the

any  descendents  s t  j  I  I  1 i  v ' ing  in  E l  Paso?

I  haven ' t  heard .  I  haven ' t  heard .  I 'm  sure  tha t

ch i ld ren .  Now whether  they ' re  s t i l l  i n  E l  Paso ,

Did you ever know the Blumenthal  fami ' ly?

Cobb  fam i l y  has

Howel 1 Cobb had

I  don ' t  know .

M:
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Very ,  very  we l1 .

Cou ld  you te l l  us  about  tha t  fami ly ,  what  you reca l l  about  them?

Wel l ,  they  were  in  the  c lo th ing  bus iness  here .  I  wou ld  say  they  were

the most prominent haberdashers in El  Paso. I  met the older peop"le.

I  do not remember them very wel l ,  but  Mike Blumenthal  v ' tas a year

ahead of  me in high school .  I  saw Mike throu,fh the years that  fo l -

lowed. Mike became the youngest Captain in World War i .  I  was the

youngest  l ieu tenant  and he  was the  youngest  Capta in .

And both from El Paso?

Yes, and Dick Lewis,  whom I  ment ioned the other day, became the

youngest First  Sergeant.  He was a First  Sergeant at  the age of

seventeen.

Do you reca l l  i f  the  B lumentah ls  ever  had any  bus iness  t ransac t ions

wi th  any  o f  the  Mex ican revo lu t ionary  e lements?

I  th ink  so ,  bu t  I 'm  cer ta in ly  no  au thor i t y  on  tha t .

Genera l ,  d id  you ever  meet  Genera l  Persh ing . . .

0h  yes ,  indeed.  I  met  h im the  f i rs t  t ime a t  the  mess  ten t  o f  F

Company of the I 6th Infantry at Camp Cotton.

In  what  year ,  s i r?
. |9. I5.  

He came there just  to inspect Camp Cotton. This was at  noon

t ime and he was inspect ing the mess. I  was introduced to him by the

F i rs t  Sergeant - -a  guy  by  the  name o f  Sho l tz ,  F r i t z  Sho l tz ,  I  th ink

i t  was .  I  spoke to  h im very  b r ie f l y .  Fo l low ing  the  death  o f  h is

w i fe  he  used to  go  ou t  w i th  Mrs .  Lan ie r ,  whose f i rs t  name I  don ' t

very wel I remember. She had been my Sunday School teacher for a

wh i le .  I  met  h im aga in  a t  her  house.  I  th ink  i t  was  on  Montana.

Did the General  ever remarry?

Never remarr ied.

E :

M:

M:
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the informat ion of  the

chi ldren were burned to

wi  fe .

two of

M:  I  th ink  i t  was  th ree .

E :  Three  o f  h i s  ch i ld ren .

M:  Three dauqhters .

E: There was one boy lef t  who came out here af tenwards.

M: Yes, I^ larren .

E :  Burned  to  dea th  a t  the  Pres id io  in  Ca l i fo rn ia .  I sn ' t  tha t  t rue?

M:  Tha t ' s  co r rec t .

E :  Do you reca l l ,  d id  you ever  hear  any th ing  about  the  e f fec t  th is  may

have had on  h im? D id  he  go  in to  any  deep depress ion  a f te r  th is?

M:  Yes ,  I  d id  hear  th is .  I  go t  i t  f rom the  war  cor respondents .  In -

c ' i den ta11y ,  in  connec t ion  w i th  h is  f fami l y ' s ]  dea th ,  I  was  in  the

El Paso Herald of f ice at  the t ime i t  happened. Norman l {a lker was

working in the Herald.  I  ment ioned him the other day. He was a famous

f igure  here  as  a  war  cor respondent .  La ter  he  was v ice-pres ident  o f

McMath  Pr in t ing  Company.  He was a  graduate  o f  Ind jana Un ivers i ty .

News came in  o f  add i t iona l  in fo rmat ion  on  the  burn ing  o f  the  Pres id io

and what  had happened to  the  Persh inc  fami ly .  I t  to ld  about  the

daughters  be ing  k i l led  as  we l l  as  the  w i fe .  l ^ la lker  ca l led  up  For t

B l i ss  fo r  the  Genera l ' s  a ide .  He thought  tha t  they  wou ld  want  to  ge t

the  add i t iona l  in fo rmat ion .  He asked fo r  the  Genera l ' s  a ide  and a

vo ice  carne  on  the  I ine .  He sa id ,  "We have add i t iona l  in fo rmat ion  on

the  des t ruc t ion  o f  the  Persh ing  househo ld ,  the  deaths  in  the  fami1y . "

The vo ice  a t  the  o ther  end sa id ,  "Te l l  me about  i t . "  So  he  went  in to

grea t  de ta i l  te l l ing  the  s to ry  and he  d idn ' t  rea l i ze  he  was ta lk ing  to

h is

0r

For

h is
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Persh ing .  Pe rsh inq  had  had  no  p r i o r  no t i ce  o f  i t .  When  he  go t

t h rough  t a l k i ng  he  sa id ,  "And  t ha t ' s  a l l .  Wha t  i s  you r  name?"  He  [Wa lke r ]

wan ted  to  know wha t  a ide  he  had  passed  i t  on  to .  He  sa id ,  "Th i s  i s

Genera l  Persh ing . "  Persh ing  sa id ,  "What  i s  your  name?"  He sa id ,  "Nor rnan

blal ker. " He said, "l, lel I , thank you very much, Mr. lr lal ker, for your

courtesy."  That was the end of  the conversat ion.  But l ,Jalker and

others  to ld  me tha t  dur ing  the  Pun i t i ve  Exped i t ion  tha t  Persh ing  wou ' ld  leave

h is  ten t  a t  n igh t  and go  ou t  in  the  deser t  by  h imse l f .  They  had

mar iach is  mov ing  a long w i th  the  Army and he  asked them to  come a long.

He wou ld  ask  them to  p lay  "La  Pa loma"  because tha t  was  h is  w i fe 's

favor i te  song.  He sa id  tha t  Persh ing  wou ld  s i t  there  fo r  a  long

t ime jus t  l i s ten ing  to  the  mus ic  over  and over .  That  was  the  on ly

s ion  they  saw o f  h ' i s  car ry ing  th ' i s  we igh t  on  h is  shou lders .

Genera l ,  tha t ' s  an  ex t raord inary  s to ry  w i th  regard  to  Persh ing .

I nc i den ta l l y ,  I  neve r  l i ked  h im . I  d idn ' t  l i ke

his method of  command. I  could never discover anyth ' ing that Pershing

had cont r ibu ted  to  mi l i ta ry  thought .  I  don ' t  th ink  h is  b ra ' in  was

capab le  o f  i t .  He was no t  rea l l y  an  oppress ive  commander .  He was

not as hard as a number of  the commanders we had in World hJar I ,  but

he  was brusque.  He had too  much reserve ,  rea l l y ,  as  a  Genera l .  I

saw examples in World War I  that  he did have a t remendous digni ty and

an unders tand ing  o f  t rooops ,  bu t  th is  jus t  came acc identa l l y .  Par t

of  my interest  in wr i t ing my l^Jor ld War I  h istory was to get his

reputa t ion  in  focus  because he  was c red i ted  w i th  do inq  a  lo t  o f  th inqs

he  d id  no t  ach ieve  a t  a l l .  I  had  tha t  as  an  ob jec t - -o f  pu t t inq  h im in

perspec t ' i ve  and a lso  pu t t ing  in  perspec t ive  Ludendor f f ' s  reputa t ion

because Ludendorff had come out of World l, lar I with the greatest
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grand tac t i c ian .  I  thought

and I wanted to get that

the few themes that run through

What  d id  Genera l  Persh ing 's  men th ink  o f  h im here  on  the  border?

He was by  no  means a  popu lar  f igure .  As  I  sayn he  cou ld  no t  ge t  c lose

to  t roops .  He was l i ke  Joe St i l lwe l l  in  th is  respec t .  He was about

f i ve  leve ls  removed f rom the  en l i s ted  men.  He d idn ' t  beg in  to  under -

s tand the  so ld ie r  very  we l l .  He was so  over ly  se l f -con ta ined to  the

po in t  where  he  cou ldn ' t  ta lk  to  t roops  eas i l y .  He had no th ing  to

say to them. He didn' t  get  over to the t roops.

Was he  very  consc ious  o f  h is  au thor i ty?

0h yes, I  would say so. The idea that he did not seek high command

for  h imse l f - - tha t  i t  was  bes towed on h im ( t f r i s  command o f  the  AF) - -

i s  abso lu te ly  un t rue .  A f te r  the  exped i t ion  go t  ou t  o f  Mex ico  I

met wi th George Patul lo and Norman Walker and several  other corres-

pondents who had at tended a conference in Columbus just  as they got

over  the  border .  I  th ink  tha t  was  in  February ,  wasn ' t  i t?

Yes ,  s i r .  1917 .

R igh t .  He drew them together  and he  sa ido  "Gent lemen,  I 'm cer ta in

tha t  we are  go ing  to  war  and I 'm cer ta in  tha t  we ' re  go ing  to  send

an expedi t ion to France. I  want to command that expedi t ionary

Force and each one of you knows somethi ng that you can do to

he lp  me. "  Pa tu l1o  spoke  up  and  sa id ,  " I ' I I  see  abou t  wr i t i ng  an

art jc le for  the Saturday Evening Post,"  and so forth and so on. The

po in t  i s  he  went  ou t  and de l ibera te ly  sought  the  job .  He a l ready  had

enough kudos and huevos that he got i t .  But he was a man that was

truly ambit ious for  power.



48

M:

E:

E:  E i the r  a t  t ha t  t ime  o r  l a te r  on ,  d id  you  eve r  hea r  abou t  any  connec t i ons

he  may  have  had  i n  Wash ing ton  tha t  m igh t  have  fac i l i t a ted  th i s  appo in t -

ment?

Good heavens,  h is  mar r iage was su f f i c ien t  fo r  tha t .  H is  be ing  jumped

f rom a  Capta in  to  Br igad ie r  Genera l  wasn ' t  ius t  an  acc ident - - i t  was

the  Senator 's  daughter  who worked th is  ou t  very  we11.  He was qu i te

aware of where the power roots were and how to get at them.

You ment ioned the  lack  o f  re la t ionsh ip  be tween Persh ing  and h is  en-

l i s ted  men.  The o ther  day  you ment ioned,  a lso ,  tha t  you  knew some

rather wel l -known of f icers here on the border in the teens. Could

you te l  I  me what  h is  re la t ion . ,was ' .w l thhh{s ,  o f f i cer3?

No,  I  can ' t .  I f  I  ' imp l ied  tha t ,  I ' l l  have  to  make  a ' re t rac t jon  because

outs ide  o f  the  commander  o f  the  l6 th  In fan t ry ,  Wooden Wi11y  A l la i re

I  d idn ' t  know any  h igh  rank ing  o f f i cers .  When I  met  Persh ing  he  was

a lone  w i th  one  a ide .  I  th ink  Cap ta in  Co l l i ns  was  w i th  h im.  I 'm  no t

sure about that .  I  had no associat ion w' i th of f icers.  There was qui te

an assoc ia t ion  in  our  home wi th  NC0s.  That  came f rom my parents .

They were church.;going people.  A good many of  the NC0s would come to

church and my fami ly would invi te them to the home. We wou' ld have

every Sunday and sometimes over a weekend f ive or s ix Sergeants at

the  p lace .  I  can  reca l l  the i r  names,  bu t  I  d idn ' t  pay  any  a t ten t ion

to  them because I  was  no t  par t i cu la r ly  in te res ted  in  mi l i ta ry  a f fa i rs

a t  tha t  t ime.  As  in  connect ion  w i th  the  l6 th  In fan t ry  assoc ia t ion . . .

the mere fact  that  i  was mingl ing wi th them, I  guess, had some effect

in  cond i t i on ing  me.

When you met General  Pershjng was he civ i l  to you?

We11,  as  c j v i l  as  Persh ing 's  persona l i t y  permi t ted - - tha t ' s  in  a
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very  l im i ted  way-  He may have sa id  a  few words .  I  don ' t  even reca l l

the  conversa t ion .

General ,  once again gett ing back to your t r ips to Ciudad Jufrez ' in

these days :  You must  have- . .you  had to  have t rave led  th rough the

South  s ide  o f  E l  Paso,  the  area  known as  "L i t t le  Ch ihuahua, "  I  be l ieve .

What do you remember about condi t ions there? Anyth' ing in part icular

or  genera l ' l y  speak ing- -cou ld  you te11 us  someth ing?

I remember i t  very we1' l  on' ly because I  used to go to the Alcazar

Theater  wh ich  was the  cheapest  mov ie  in  town.  Th is  was in  South  E l

Paso.  I t  was  about  four  b locks  be low San Anton io  S t ree t  on . . .what 's

the street that  runs past the Del  Norte? At any rate,  i t  was other-

w ise  who l ly  a  Mex ican aud ience f rom tha t  a rea .  As  I  sa id  the  o ther

day, the red l ight  d istr ict  was the most prominent feature of  that

par t  o f  E1  Paso .  I ' l l  say  th i s :  I  was  never  a f ra id  o f  t rave l ing  in

tha t  a rea  a t  n igh t .  I  d id  i t  w i thout  any  thought  o f  fear .  One was

qu i te  sa fe .

Was th is  a  p reva len t  fee l ing? D id  most  o f  the  young men your  age

feel  th is way?

I  can ' t  te l l  you .

A l  I  r i gh t .

Usua l ly  when I  went  to  ths  A lcazar  I 'd  go  a lone or  w i th  my dad.  My

dad rea l l y  en joyed assoc ia t ion  w i th  Mex ican peop le .  I t  was  more

interest ing than the movies uptown because the movies were-.at tended

by 1 i t t1e  purveyors  tha t  wou ld  go  up  and down the  a is les  a t  in te r -

m iss ions  ca l l i ng  "cacahua tes , "  "choco la tes r "  "ch ic les r "  so  fo r th  and

so on. So there was some atmosphere andi f lafor: in thosg movies,

whereas there was none in the Grecian and the Wigwam and so on. I

M:
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worked as an usher for  a whi le in the Wigwam. That was a rather interest-

ing exper ience because just  down the al ' ley f rom the Wigwam was the

Lyr ic Bur lesque, a block awav. But you came out of  the back door

of  the Wigwam and 
. l00 

feet away you'd see the gals f rom the Bur lesque

lay ing  the  so ld ie rs  the re  in  the  a11ey .

E:  Very  in te res t ing .

M: I  found i t  very interest ing jn those days.

E:  I 'm sure .  Wou ld  i t  be  sa fe  to  say  tha t  the  popu la t ion  south  o f

San Antonio Street was almost exclusively Mexican?

0h yes ,  a lmost ,  a lmost .  The s t ree t  be low San Anton io  S t ree t  was

taken up more by Anglo-owned stores than by Mexican-owned stores.

That would be the one except ion to i t .  Some of those propr ietors

l i ved  in  the i r  own bu i ld ings ,  bu t  sou th  o f  tha t  no th ing  except  Mex icans .

Did you ever know any Jews that I  ived in South El  Paso?

I  don ' t  reca l l  any .  Inc identa l l y ,  I ' d  remark  tha t  the  Jewish

community here has always, in my recol lect iono been pret ty much at

one with the rest  of  the community--more so than almost any ci ty I

know in the United States.  I 've had a great deal  of  connect ion and

exper ience with the Jewish community over the Uni ted States because

of  my in te res t  in  Is rae l  and E l  Paso is  an  except ion  in  tha t  respec t .

I  never had the exper ience of  being in a community where there was

ant i -semi t i sm,  marked an t i -semi t i sm.  My fa ther  had many Jewish

fr iends and we were accustorned to having them in the home, so I  grew

up unaware of  ant i -semit ism. A few years ago NBC did an hour show

or hal f  hour show on my l i fe and they were t ry ing to f ind out why

I was so sympathet ic toward Israel ,  pry ing for examples of  my having
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wi tnessed  an t i - semi t i sm as  a  ch i ld .  I  sa id ,  " I  can ' t  add  any th ing ,

i t  jus t  wasn ' t  tha t  way . "  My exper ience in  E l  Paso sor t  o f  capped

exper iences elsewhere around the United States.  I  never had

l i ved  in  a  communi ty  where  there  was a  d iscern ib le  an t i -Jewish  sent i -

ment.

l r l i th  regard  to  a  lack  o f  an t i -semi t i sm here  in  E l  Paso,  was th is  the

t rue  fee l ing . . .do  you th ink ,  to  the  ex ten t  tha t  you  cou ld  know,  on

the part  of  the Mexican popu' lace-- that  they were not ant i -semit ic?

I  never  saw any  s igns  o f  i t .

You never  saw any  s igns  o f  i t .  Wou ld  you a t t r ibu te . . . i t  has  s t ruck  me

throughout th is interview that you considered relat ions between the

var ious ethnic groups in El  Paso to be on the whole pret ty good whi le

you l i ved  here  in  the  teens .

In  the  teens ,  ro ,  I  d idn ' t  th ink  tha t  they  were  be tween the  peop le

of South El  Paso or south of  San Antonio Street and the rest  of  the

community.  I  thought there was very wjdespread prejudice against

Mex icans- -no t  in  the  h igh  schoo i ,  bu t  among the  rea l  "Te janos"  in

th is  a rea .

Wel l ,  tha t ' s  in te res t ing .  Now,  what  k ind  o f  man i fes ta t ' ions  wou ld  tha t

prejudice take between the "Tejanos" and the "Mexicanos"?

We11,  I  gave you the  example  o f  th is  mass  beat ing  tha t  I  saw.  0u t -

s ide  o f  tha to  I  have no  impress ion  except  the  care less  way ' in  wh ich . . .

the snide way in which many of  the "Tejanos" I  knew here would speak

o f  Mex icans .

E:  The o ther  day  you were  very  en l igh ten ing  on  a  par t i cu la r  f igure  who

seems to have played a prom' inent role in El  Paso circ les dur ing the

teens. That was H. D. Slater.  What other newspapers in town do you

M .

E:

M:
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recal l  o ther  than Mr.  S later 's  Hera ld? What  do you recal l  about  the

people that  ran them at that  t ime?

M: I  recal l  the Crty oJ Mexic-o_. No, that  wasn' t  the name of i t .  There

was a  Mex jcan paper  here  ed i ted  by . . . le t rs  see what  was h is  name. . .

Car los  Cervantes  G.  Then there  was the  T imes.  Inc identa l l y ,  the

I -Uqs a t  tha t  t ime was ed i ted  by  J im r tu*  ,1ack ,  I  th ink ,  was

probab ly  the  most  a r t i cu la te  and the  bes t  wr i t ing  ed i to r  tha t  th is

ci ty had ever known--an extraordinary person in every respect.  He

was a Spanish-American War veteran. When I  became a reporter I  got

more advice from the editor of the l imet than I got from anyone around

merbecause we were  f r iends .  He wou ld  keep on  te l l ing  me,  "Here 's

a  mis take  you ' re  mak ing ,  don ' t  repeat  tha t  mis take . "  So I  knew h im

in a very unusual  way consider ing that we were on r ival  newspapers.

He wou ld  be  among a l l  the  wr i t ing  peop le  in  th is  communi ty

probab ly  the  most  d is t ingu ished f igure .

How long was Mr .  B lack  the  ed i to r  o f  the  E l  Paso Morn ingT imes?

Up t i ' |1  the  t ime tha t  we bought  the  paper  wh ich ,  I  th ink ,  was  1926.

And since when had he been the edi tor?

I 'm no t  sure ,  bu t  he  was ed i to r  p re-war .

Pre-World War I?

Yes. The paper was owned by Eaaie Simmons

tenn is  p layer . . .and  a  good  one .

Do you have any r 'dea who was the edi tor  of

between I 91 0 and 1922--1 91 5?

who was a young sportsman--

the El PasoMognJIsTimes

No,  I  don ' t .

0.K. The name of the newspaper that  Mr.  Cervantes-- the Spanish language

newspaper that was here--by any chance was it La lalria?

No,  tha t rs  the  wrong name.
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M:  There  was a lso  a  Mex ican ed i t ion  o f  the  T imes as  I  reca l l  i t .  I

remember the Ci ty of  Mexico Store was having a removal  sale and their

ad  t rans la to r  was  a  man who had learned h is  Span ish  jn  the  Un i ted

States.  They ran a big doub' le t ruck ad and the headl ine was to be

across two pages "Gran Venta de Evacuacio 'n" and i t  d idn' t  f i t  and

i t  came out "Gran Venta de Def icacidn" f ra io Sut.  of  Shi t ) ]  which was

one of  the great jokes of  that  per iod.

Did you ever know W. Tovar y Bueno?

Noo the  name doesn ' t  r i ng  a  be l1 .

I  be l ieve  he  was the  Span ish  ed i t ion  o f  the

No.

T imes ed i to r .

How would you rank the qual i ty of  the Herald and the El  Paqo l {qrqi lg

years?Iimes during those

of  c i t ies  o f  th is  s ize  over  the  count ry .  They  were  very  we l l  run ,

very wel l  wr i t ten,  strong edi tor ia ls;  i t  was the heyday of  newspaper

bus ' iness .

E:  What  were  H.  D.  S la te r ' s  v iews about  the  Mex ican Revo lu t ion?

M:  I  can ' t  te l l  you . ,  I  don ' t  th ink  I  ever  d iscussed  the  sub jec t  w i th  h im.

E:  D id  you ever  d iscuss  them wi th  Mr .  B lack?

I  d j d  a t  g rea t ' l eng th ,  bu t  aga in  I  can ' t  r eca l l

wha t  h i s  v iews  were .

I  can ' t  reca l l

Do you recal l  i f  e i ther newspaper favored any fact ion over another?

We1l ,  when I  f i r s t  came here  V i l la  was s t i l l  a  very  popu ' la r  f igure

along the border.  He had qui te good relat ions wi th the press.  There

was no  rea l  an t i -V i l l i s ta  sent iment .  Ju f , rez  was a  sea o f  in iqu i ty .

M:  Far  super io ro  no t  on ly  to  p resent -day  journa l i sm,  bu t  to  the  papers
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El Pasoans enjoyed i t ,  but  as for  that  having anything to do with the

pub ' l i c  sen t iment ,  I  don ' t  th ink  so .  Inc identa l l y ,  in  la te r  years

at the t ime when I  was ci ty edi tor  of  the Hergld and the PgsL by that

t ime was in being-- th is was around 1926-- the El  Paso.P_g$ started a

campaign  to  c lose  the  br idge a t  s ix  o 'c lock .  The i r  ma in  idea was

that there was too much booze coming across the border and El  Pasoans

were  ge t t ing  too  drunken and tha t  k ind  o f  th ing .  I  took  up  the  f igh t

aga ins t  them.  No,  th is  was 1927,  come to  th ink  o f  i t . . .  I  went  to  the

Min is te r ia l  A l l iance o f  E l  Paso to  ge t  the i r  suppor t  fo r  my pos i t ion- -

tha t  c los ing  the  br idge wou ld  work  a  hardsh ip  economica l l y  on  bo th

communit ies and that that  was the pr imary considerat ion.  They endorsed

the  pos i t ion  o f  our  paper .  A f te r  a  month 's  f igh t ,  the  Un i ted  Sta tes

government just  turned thumbs down on the proposi t ion of  c losing the

br idge ear l ie r .  I  re fe r red  to  Joe Dunn the  o ther  day .  I  d idn ' t  know

unt i l  that  t ime that Joe was an agent for  the Mexican government in

E l  Paso .  He  was  s t i l l  o f f i ced  in  the  E lec t r i c  Bu i ld ing .  He  ca l led

me over  to  h is  o f f i ce  and we had a  br ie f  conversa t ion .  He sa idn

" I ' ve  go t  someth ing  here  fo r  you . "  He handed over  an  enve lope w i th

f i ve  one  thousand  do l la r  b i l l s  i n  i t .  I  sa id ,  " l l ha t  i s  tha t  fo r? "

He sa id ,  "We11,  tha t ' s  fo r  keep ' ing  the  b r idge  open . "  I  sa id ,  "We l1 ,

Joe,  why? Why you?"  And he  sa id ,  "Wel ' l  r  you  d idn ' t  know tha t  I 'm

represent ing the state of  Chihuahua and also the federal  government

and  some mat te rs  o f  th i s  k ind . "  I  sa id ,  " I  d idn ' t  have  any  idea ,  bu t

you know tha t  I  don ' t  take  tha t  k ind  o f  money. "  He sa id ,  " I  apprec ia te

tha t  fac t .  I  d idn ' t  th ink  you 'd  go  fo r  i t . "  Then  he  sa id ,  "Have

you got any object ion i f  we have a big af fa i r  at  the Central  Caf i  and

spend the  f i ve  thousand do l la rs  on  hav ing  a  b ig  par ty :  the  governor

o f  Ch ihuahua,  the  mayor ,  and the  Commander  o f  t roops  present . "  I  sa id ,
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E:

M:

"That sounds good. I f  you want to spend the money, go ahead and

do i t . "  I t  was  a  rea l  w ' ingd ing .  We had a  grea t  t ime.

Who al l  was there? Do you remember the names of  the pr incipals

there at that party?

No,  I  don ' t  remember .  Arnu l fo  Gdmez,  I  th ink ,  was  in  command o f

t roops.

He la te r  took  par t  i n  a  rebe l l i on ,  d idn ' t  he?

Yes,  tha t  was  r igh t  a f te r  I  le f t  E l  Paso.

And  he  was  k i l l ed ,  wasn ' t  he?

That ' s  r igh t .

A long w i th  Ser rano,  r igh t?

Yes .  I  th ink  Ser rano  f led  to  Candda,  d idn ' t  he?  I 'm  no t  su re .  I

th ink Serrano got away to Candda. [Here I  confused Serrano with

another  genera l . ]  U l i ses  I r igoyen who was a  grea t  f r iend  o f  mine

and Tony Bermddez and so on, al l  the f r iends I  had in Jufrez were

at the party and some of the El  Paso of f ic ia ls.  I  guess there must

have been three hundred people there that night.

That ' s  in te res t ing .  D id  you wr i te  i t  up  in  the  paper?

No,  I  don ' t  reca l l  tha t  I  d id .

Thank you, General  .

E :

M .

E:
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E:

M:

[srA tnterview session, , ]u l  y 7,  1975f

General  Marshal l ,  toward the end of  the last  [ interview] you had

some in te res t ing  observa t ions  on  E l  Paso- -on  i t s  un iqueness ,  on  i t s

fr iendl iness.  Could you rei terate some of those comments?

I said that  El  Paso impressed me and impressed my fami ly as being the

f r iend l ies t  c i t y  tha t  we 'd  ever  known and we had l i ved  a l l  over  the

United States. As soon as we came here, everyone made us welcome and

made us feel  that  we were not in any sense strangers and that we

were part  of  the society here.  I  kept te l l ing my Dresent wi fe that  through

the  years . . . tha t  th is  was the  un ique qua l i t y  o f  E l  Paso.  She hard ly

be l ieved  me and  I . . . coming  back  ius t  th i s  pas t  year  in  1974 . . .hav ing

been absent  s ince  1927,  we 've  had exac t ly . the  same exper ience.  In

fact ,  I  had more fr iends in El  Paso that cont inued through the years

than I  ever  made in  Mich igan in  more  than fo r ty  years  tha t  I ' ve  l i ved

there.  My real  f r iends have always been ei ther in El  Paso or in the

Army.  I  can  th ink  o f  on ly  one or  two ind iv idua ls  in  Mich igan tha t

I  could say these are my close personal  f r iends. I  of ten pondered

why this was so, and I  th ink I  to ld you that I  at t r ibuted i t  to the

fact  that  El  Paso is so far  f rom any other community of  i ts  s ize.

A lsoo i t ' s  no t  rea ' l ] y  Texas ;  i t s  in te res ts  a re  in  New Mex ico  and Mex ico ,

and i t ' s  a  l i t t le  k ingdom or i  i t s  own.  In  my case,  fo r  ins tance,  I

started here as a sophomore in school ,  a total  stranger.  Then when we

moved to  the  new h igh  schoo ' l  Chr is  Fox ,  who 's  s t i l l  l i v ing ,  was  no t

only the dominant f igure in that  student body, he pract ical ly ran

the  schoo l .  We a l l  ca l led  h im "Genera l "  because  o f  h i s  in f luence .

He could do almost anything he wanted with the student body and with

the  facu l ty .  I  reca l l  in  my jun io r  year  and I 'd  been here  then ius t
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a year--I  had a Spanish teacher, Ada Burke, who was the daughter of

the Treasurer of the United States, John Burke. She was one of the

three adul t  members of  the student- facul ty counci l .  Chr is was b3u far the

most prominent student on the counci l .  Ada Burke decided that he had

too much power in the school .  She put me up for two of f ices in

oppos i t ion  to  h im and I  thought  th is  was the  grea tes t  ioke  tha t  cou ld

be ' imagined. To my total  surpr ise I  won them. Going back over that

inc ident ,  i t  reminds  me o f  a  po in t  I  made in  the  Gu ide  to  0 f f i cersh ip

in Armed Services-- that  sel f -conf idence and courage and that k ind of

th ingo  o r  i f  you  w i l l  " l eadersh ip , "  i s  a  qua l i t y  tha t  no  one  recogn izes

in  h imse l f ;  the  normal  person doesn ' t .  I t  comes to  you f rom wi thout .

I 'd  had a  s imi la r  exper ience ' in  h igh  schoo l  in  Ca l i fo rn ia  when I  was

a freshman. There I  real ly wgs a stranger.  I t  was not very easy

to  ge t  acqua in ted  in  Ca l i fo rn ia  desp i te  the  fac t  tha t  I  had th is

job wi th the mot ion picture company. I t  was not easy to make fr iends.

The big event of  the year was what was cal led the iunior prom. The

pr inc ipa l ,  Pro fessor  Wr igh t ,  was  announc ing  the  commi t tee  fo r  the

junior prom and he was naming one person from each class.  He sudden' ly

sa id ,  "Sam Marsha l l  f rom the  f reshman c lass . "  I  thought  to  myse l f '

"There must be some other Sam l4arshal l  here in th is c lass that I

haven ' t  met . "  These th ings  came to  me as  to ta l  surpr ises  because I

was no t - -except  in  mus ic  and so  on- - I  wasn ' t  t ry ing  to  p lay  a  lead

par t  in  any th ing .

When you were elected to those of f ices in oppost ion to Chr is Fox

d id  anybody ca l l  you  "Genera lu?

Noo no t  a t  a l l .  He 's  s t i l l  ca l led  "Genera ln "  by  the  way ,  by  a l l  o f

us that  knew him in those days.[But nobody ever cal led me general  when

I  was young. l
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Al l  h is  c lose f r iends?

Yes,  he 'd have made a very good Genera l  because he d id know how to mold

human nautre and get  peop' le  moving wi th  h im.

We l l ,  you ,  t hen ,  o f f  and  on  have  p robab ' l y  known  Chr i s  Fox  as  l ong  as

anyone.

M: Wel l ,  hard ly ,  because there  is  s t i l l  a  number  o f  h is  c lassmates  around here

who were  born  in  E l  Paso.  He 's  known Gladys  s ince  he  was a  ch i ta , ( f r i s

wi fe).  I  knew her at  that  t ime. She was almost as prominent as Chr is

was  in  the  sen io r  c lass .

He is,  wi thouth doubt,  one of  the most prominent El  Pasoans throuqhout

the  years  tha t  th is  c i ty  has  ever  had.  To  your  mind ,  Genera l  Marsha l l ,

why has Chrjs Fox been such an outstandjng f iqure in the community?

Po in t  number  one,  because o f  h is  persona l i t y  and the  na ture  o f  h is

career .  But  I  th ink  the  second par t  i s  tha t  no  o ther  person has  been

such a  bond ' inq  in f luence a t  any  t jme be tween the  Army and the  c iv i l jan

communi ty .  You spoke o f  h is  reputa t ion  na t iona l l y - -cer ta in ly  th is  per -

s ists throughout the Army. You talk to anybody about E1 Paso--anyone

in the Arm.y--and they immediately br ing up the name of Chr is Fox. "Do

you know Chris Fox?" There is no one else in that  same category.  He

has been un ique in  h is  re la t ionsh ip  be tween the  Armed Forces  and the

c iv i l ian  communi ty .  I  th ink  tha t  E l  Paso probab ' l y  i s  more  a t  one w i th

the Army than any community in the Uni ted States.

To a  cer ta in  ex ten t  i t ' s  due to  h ' i s  e f fo r ts .

Yes ,  I  th ink  i t ' s  due more  to  Chr is  Fox  than to  any  o ther  one person or

any  group o f  persons .

General  ,  d id Chr is Fox jo in you when you went of f  to World l^Jar I?

No,  he  went  in to  the  Mar ines .

E:

F .

M:
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E:

M:

He went  in to  the  Mar ines?

Yes,  went  in to  the  Mar ines .  He had a  very  good record  in  the  Mar ines .

One o f  the  th ings  tha t  t ied  h im to  the  Army so  c lose ly ,  o f  course ,  vvas

tha t  h is  son ,  Chr i s  J r . ,  was  k i l l ed  in  Army serv ice  in  Wor ld  War  I I .

He was the  app le  o f  Chr is '  eye .  So he  has  very  good reasons  fo r  th is

deep k insh ip .  Most  o f  our  chaps ,  I  wou ld  say ,  f rom E l  Paso H igh  Schoo l

went  in to  the  Army.  That  was an  in te res t ing  th ing  about  E l  Paso H igh

School .  l {e spoke the other day about the fact  that  Mike Blumenthal

was the  youngest  Capta in  and D ick  Lewis  was the  youngest  F i rs t  Sergeant .

Th is  h igh  schoo l  a lmos t  ba i led  ou t  when  war  came a1ong .  L iv inq  in  a

communit .y that  was t ied c losely to the Army, i t  was a natural  th ing for

young E1 Pasoans to qo jnto the servjces.  A number of  my classmates

went  in to  f l y ing  immedia te ly .  I  was  no t  in te res ted  in  qo ing  in to  av ia -

t ion at  a l l .  More went into the Army than any other service.  A good

many of  the youngsters went into the Navy because they found i t  d i f f icul t

to enl ist  in the Army. l , . le had one fami ly I  remember,  four brothers.

I  forget their  name. [ I t  was Crane.]  The youngest k id was fourteen and

they al l  went into the Navy. I  dare say that E1 paso High school  sent a

higher percentage of  men into the services in World l , ' jar  I  than anv school

in  th is  count ry .

In  tha t  las t  in te rv iew,  o r  perhaps  the  one preced ing  tha t  one,  you a lso

made the  po in t  tha t  the  young men in  th is  communi ty  were  tough ind iv idua ls .

You said that  they were moral  and upr ight  and yet that  they had a

toughness  tha t  came f rom growing  up  on  the  border .  I sn ' t  tha t  what  you. . .?

Yes,  tha t ' s  r iqh t .  There  was prac t ica l l y  no  dr ink ing  among the  k ids

in  h igh  schoo l .  They  had,  in  tha t  t ime,  an  ex t raord inary  respec t  fo r

the i r  women,  the  q i r l s - -a  des i re  to  p ro tec t  them.  There  was no  looseness
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among the  sexes  up  there .  That  was,  aga in ,  the  th ing  tha t  surpr ised  me.

ln lhen I  said that  they were more mature,  more mascul ine,  I  meant that

in  the  bes t  sense o f  the  te rm.  They  d idn ' t  seem juven i le  a t  a l l '  the

preponderant number of  k ids up there.

E: And these younq men that vrent of f  to l r lor ld l^ lar  I ,  d id they for the most

part perform wel I ?

I  d idn ' t  keep  a  record .  A l l  tha t  i  knew o f  per fo rmed we l l .  Tha t ' s  a l l

I  can  say .  I  c i ted  some tha t  had spec ia l  d is t inc t ion .  Most  o f  them

went  in  ear ly ,  however .  They  weren ' t  las t  m inu te  so ld ie rs .

0 .K .  Genera l ,  what  year  d id  you go  o f f  to  war?

1917 .

When did you return?

Late 
. l9. l9.  

The end of  September 
. l9. l9.

I  th ink  fo r  the  benef i t  o f  con t inu i ty  perhaps  i t  wou ld  be  bes t  to  cont inue

the interview with your exper iences upon your return to El  Paso. Perhaps

la te r  on  we ' l l  re tu rn  to  in te rv iew you on  Wor ld  War  I .

I  th ink that  that 's a good idea and for another reason. The Army l l lar

Co l lege a t  Car ly le  Bar racks  has  done about  someth ing  l i ke  fo r ty  hours

o f  tap ing  in te rv iews on  my mi l i ta ry  exper ience.  I 'm cer ta in  tha t  you

can get copies of  those tapes from them. They interviewed extensively '

I  th ink  i t  was ,  e igh t  Genera ls  w i th in  these las t  two years  who had

performed in l , lor ld War I I .  0f  course, I  vvas not a General  in World

War  I I ,  bu t  they  dec ided to  inc lude me though I  was  no t  a  regu la r  because

my exper ience was more extensive than any of  the Generals that  they

interviewed as far  as war vvas concerned since I  had, in addi t ion to

both the Paci f ic  and the European theaters in World War I I ,  two tours

in  Korea and four  tours  jn  V je t  Nam.  So I  had a  longer  perspec t ive

on combat  than any  o f  the  o thers .  I  be l ieve  i t  wou ld  be  bes t  to  hop
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F .
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back to El  Paso when I  returned.

A l l  r igh t .  G ive  us  the  se t t ing  o f  your  re tu rn  to  E l  Paso.  Try  to  re -

create for  us the t roop train or whatever i t  was that you came back on.

There was no troop train.  I  was in command of  a Negro company when I

came back to the United States and I  demobj l ized them at Camp Shelby,

Miss iss ipp i .  Then I  came on a lone.  By  the  t ime I  go t  back  to  the

United States the war had been forqotten. There were no cheers

in New York or at  any of  the camps. Nobody was paying any at tent ion to

us  except  the  l i t t le  k ids  in  the  ne ighborhoods.  When I  re tu rned I

was br ie f l y  on  du ty  a t  F t .  B l i ss  fo r  about  th ree  weeks .  My on ly  ex-

per ience there ,  tha t  I  reca l l ,  was  tha t  fo r  the  on ly  t ime in  my l i fe  I

was counsel  for  the defense ' in a court-mart ia l .  I  got  my man of f ,  a

sergeant  who had been accused o f  s tea l ing  shoes .  Whether  he  was ou i l t y ,

I 'm no t  sure .  I  went  to  the  Schoo l  o f  M ines  immedia te ly .  In  those

days  there  was no  GI  B i l l ,  no  separa t ion  pay .  I t  was  ius t  normal  pay .

You d idn ' t  ge t  ex tended leave when you go t  ou t .  I  had los t  th i r teen

hundred dol lars in a crooked poker game coming back from Europe. I t

was  a  s t range th ing .  We came back  on  a  [sh ip ]  ca l led  Kon iq in  du  Weder -

lander, a Dutch ship. ble were fourteen days at sea. Everybody was

seasick al l  the way from the bay of  Biscay to New York Ci ty,  New York

Harbor .  We got  in  th is  game.  We d idn ' t  rea l i ze  tha t  we.were  be ing

taken by a professional  gambler who was a Maior.  He was a gambler

f rom French L ick  Spr ings ,  Ind iana.  We caught  h im a t  i t  the  las t  n igh t .

By that t ime we were al  I  broke. Then we were up against  the fact  that

i f  we ppefemed charges against  h im we'd have to stay over in New York

for an extended per iod.  We just  decjded we'd take our med' ic ine and

forge t  i t .  So  I  go t  back  to  E l  Paso f la t  b roke .  I  reca l l  i t  because

I was coming up from the stat ion--walk ' ing f rom the Union Stat ' ion--and
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I passed Norton Brothers Book Store and I  had a dol lar  and f i f ty cents

in my pocket.  I  saw a book in there--John Masef ie ld 's book on

Gal l ipo l i - -and I  f igured  tha t  I  m igh t  as  we l l  be  broke as  the  way I

was, so I  went in and bought that  book and walked home. We l ived

in  H igh land Park  a t  tha t  t ime.  That  book  was the  beg inn ing  o f  my

mi l i ta ry  l i b ra ry .  Tha t  book  i s  in  the  co l lec t ion  a t  UTEP.  I  d idn ' t

rea l i ze  a t  tha t  t ime tha t  I  was  go ing  to  move in  tha t  d i rec t ion .  But

I  go t  in to  the  Schoo l  o f  M ines  fo r  on ly  one reason.  I  d idn ' t  have the

credi ts to get in,  but  there was a special  provis ' ion made that j f  a man

had been away a  su f f i c ien t ly  long  t ime tha t  he  wou ld  be  an  adu l t  among

k ids  i f  he  went  back  to  h igh  schoo l ,  he  cou ld  au tomat ica l l y  qua l i f y  fo r

co1 lege.  0 therw ise  I  cou ldn ' t  have gone there  even the  br ie f  t ime tha t

I  d id.  As I  say,  I  had no money and my parents didn' t  have any to send

me there;  so I  was f igur ing out ways that I  could get by.  I  found that

by  pu t t ing  a  f i ve  do l la r  go ld  p iece  on  a  punch board  and se l l ing  chances

at  a  quar te r  I  cou ld  c lean up  about  twenty  one do l la rs  and twenty  f i ve

cents a week. The other source of  revenue was that being a rnining schoo' l

people bent on Engineer ing and Educat ion,  everyone had a contempt for

Eng l ish  wh ich  was a  requ i red  sub jec t  in  the  f reshman year .  We were

required by Professor Taylor to turn in one essay every week. There

were seventeen boys in the c lass and I  was wri t ing anywhere from twelve

to f i f teen essays every week and sel l ing them for a dol lar  a p ' iece to

my c lassmates .  Pro fessor  Tay lo r  knew th is  very  we l l .  He wou ld ,  fo r

ins tance,  l i s ten  to  a  rec i ta l  o f  the  essay  and he  wou ld  say ,  "Mr .

Broder i ck ,  tha t ' s  a l l  r i qh t .  You  w i l l  ge t  a  pass ing  mark  on  i t . "  Then

he wou ld  tu rn  to  me and say ,  "Mr .  Marsha l l ,  you ' re  no t  up  to  your

usua l  fo rm on tha t  one. "  Th is  d idn ' t  go  on  very  long because I  vvas  on

the footbal l  team. I  got  badly broken up in footbal l .  I , l le lost  two
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quarterbacks, two Saturdays running. I  was playing end. F' i rst ,  Preston

Peneuot got a broken 1eg in one game, and then the week af ter  that ,

Grady Weeks, who fol lowed him, was shot through the heart  wi th a h ' igh

powered r i f le  wh i le  he  was down in  the  Va l ley  s tea l ing  watermelons  one

Saturday af ternoon fo1' lowing the game. l i t  was a team lark. ]  So on Monday

I became the quarterback without any understudy. The f i rst  p lay of  the

game I  broke my shou' lder in two places, my scapula.  That is,  I  wrenched

i t  ou t  f rom the  c lav ic le  and then there  was a lso  a  f rac tu re .  I  d idn ' t

know;  I  thought  I  jus t  d is loca ted  i t .  I  p layed the  res t  o f  the  game in

tha t  cond i t ion .  I t  d idn ' t  bo ther  me to  run  w i th  the  ba l l  o r  to  pass .  I

comple ted  four  ou t  o f  s ix  passes  w i th  a  b roken shou lder .  What  d id  ge t

me was when I 'd run interference and come down on the elbow; then I 'd

ge t  a  te r r i f i c  shock .  When tha t  game was over  I  rea l i zed  tha t  I  wou ldn ' t

be able to play footbal l  anymore. I t  took me something l ike s ix years

to get to the point  where th is shoulder was workable again so that I

cou ld  p lay  baseba l l  aga in .  I  cou ldn ' t  ra i se  i t  above  the  shou lder

leve l  bu t  I  f ina l l y  made the  grade a l ' l  r igh t .  However ,  the  shou lder

not  hav ing  recovered,  I  s t i l l  went  ou t  fo r  basketba l l .  I  t r ied  to

p lay  i t  w i th  one arm.  I  d idn ' t  expec t  to  ge t  in to  any  games.  In  the

f i rs t . . .  We had a  very  smal l  squad and in  the  f i rs t  game we p layed

New Mex ico  Sta te  o r  the  Agg ies  as  we ca l led  them then.  We d idn ' t  even

have a gym. We played at  the old El  Paso YMCA. They had won four

games already in the conference and we hadn' t  even played a game. In

the f i rst  few minutes of  the game we ran up the score something l ike

eleven to nothing against  them due largely to one forward by the name

of Bi11y Race on our team who was also an ex-Army of f icer.  Then the

Aggies sort  of  went wi ld.  0n the next play a jump-off  between their

center  and our  runn ing  guard ,  a  chap by  the  name o f  Lossee f rom B isbee. . .
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the center jumped

Lossee on the jaw

for

and

the ba l l  and wi th  the other  hand h i t

knocked h im co ld.  They carr ied Lossee out  and

I  went in his place. The crowd saw the punch but the referee had missed

i t .  Then when the play was resumed with me jumping for the bal  I  again,

because tha t ' s  how the  p lay  w i th  Lossee had ended,  he  h i t  me and d is -
' located 

my jaw. When that happened the whole crowd swarmed onto the

p lay ing  f loo r  sw ing inc  c lubs  and  p is to ls  and  cha i rs  and  any th ing  they

cou ld  ge t  ho ld  o f .  The show broke up  in  a  r io t  and they  had to  ca l l  the

po l ice .  The game was fo r fe i ted ,  the  Agg ies  n ine  to  no th ing  because i t

had occur red  on  our  f loor .  That  ended me a t  Texas  Mines .  I  sa ' id ,  "The

he l l  w i th  i t .  Schoo l ' s  jus t  ge t t ing  too  rough . "

E: That was the end of  your academic career?

M:  That 's  r igh t .  I  f in ished w i thout  any  c red i ts  whatever .

E :  Genera l ,  d id  you ever  go  to  co l lege a f te r  tha t?

M:  No .

No formal universi ty educat ion af ter  that?

None.

I ' d  l i ke  to  ask  you :  Th i r teen  hundred  do l la rs - - i  can ' t  ge t  i t  ou t  o f

my mind- -was a  lo t  o f  money back  in  those days  and s t i l l  i s ,  and ye t  as

you re la te , th is  s to ry  you don ' t  seem to  have go t ten  in  some b ig ,  deep

depress ion  because  o f  i t .  D id  you?

No,  there  was no  use in  womying  about  i t ;  i t  happened.  I  rea l i zed  I

had been a  damn foo l ,  bu t  so  d id  everybody e lse ' in  the  game.  So there

was no  use c ry ing  about  i t .  When I  qu i t  schoo l  I  worked a t  var ious

jobs .  I  cou ldn ' t  make qood on  any  o f  them.  I  cou ldn ' t  unders tand why.

I  went  to  min ' ing  a t  B isbee,  as  a  surveyor .

What  year  was th is?

I t  was 1920. The mine closed down because of  the 1ow pr ice of  copper.

E :

M .

E:

M .

E:

M:
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I  worked as a cowhand at  the Love Ranch in  Sierra Blanca.  Then that

j ob  j us t  pe te red  ou t .  I  wo rked  as  a  coa l  sa lesman  and  as  a  paper  sa les -

man-  I  wasn ' t  do inq  any  qood  fo r  myse l f  a t  any th ing  I  t r i ed -  I  wen t

back in  the Army because I  a t  least  knew I  could funct ion there.  We've

already covered how I  happened to get on a job where I  was wri t ing and

I  found ou t  I  cou ld  wr i te .  I  so ' ld  a  coup le  o f  shor t  s to r ies  to  na t iona l

magaz ines  a t  tha t  t ' ime.  That  was what  conv inced me I  cou ld  wr i te .  But ,

later when I  resigned from the Army i t  was because they passed a new

Army b i l l  cu t t ing  down the  s ize  o f  the  Army.  I  was  a  F i rs t  L ieu ten-

ant and i t  would have reduced me to a Second Lieutenant at  the same pay

tha t  I 'd  been drawinq  pay  as  a  F i rs t  L ieu tenant .  I  don ' t  remember  why there

was  tha t  qu i rk  in  the  b j l l ,  bu t  I  f i qu red  I ' d  had  enough  t ime as  a

Second L ieu tenant .  A lso ,  I  had th is  idea o f  wr i t ' i ng- - tha t  I  m igh t

be  ab le  to  do  i t .  As  soon as  I  qo t  ou t  o f  the  Army,  however ,  I  los t

a l l  con f idence in  my ab i l i t y  to  wr i te  and s ta r ted  look ing  around fo r  a

min ing  job .  I  had app ' l ied  fo r  a  job  in  Tyrone,  New Mex ico ,  and was

wait ing for ' the answer to that  r iessag;e at  the t ime that I  accidenta' l ly

got the job on the El  Paso Helald.  I t  was just  two days af ter  I  got  the

job on the He.ralj l  that i got a message from Tyrone to come on, that

they  had a  p lace  fo r  me.  So,  once aga in ,  i t  was  a  mat te r  o f  a  career

jus t  tu rn ing  on  a  d ime.  I 'd  had the  same exper ience in  France in

January of  
. l9. |9.  

I  can look back and see a number of  t imes when just

a  f luke  happened tha t  tu rned me in  a  cer ta in  d i rec t ion .  That ' s  the  on ly

reason that I  adverted to that  exper ience in footbal l  in France. I

was about to get weeded out.  I  had been sent to LaValbonne, France. js

an instructor in the Infantry Candidate School .  I  arr ived late and

they gave me the Marine platoon because the Marines were the last  to

get there.  I  went out for  footbal l .  You see, the footbal l  season
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started late over there because the war had ended in the middle of

November .  I  was  about  to  be  weeded ou t  because I  was  smal l ,  un impor tan t ,

and un impress ive .  Then our  team p layed aga ins t  the  base sec t ion  team

from Bres t .  0n  the  f i rs t  p lay  o f  the  game-- inc identa l l y ,  our  teammates ,

our schoolmateso had bet something 
' l ike 

seventy-six thousand francs on

us at  the t ime that a f ranc was worth twenty f ive cents.  So i t  was a

very important game for them. 0n the f i rst  p ' lay of  the game we have kicked

of f  and the i r  s ta r  ha l fback  is  re tu rn ing  the  k icko f f ;  le f t  end and our

r ight  hal fback ( the lef t  end was an Indian from Carly le by the name of

Herrera and the hal fback was Hartel l ing f rom the Universi ty of  Southern

Ca l i fo rn ia )  c rossed  sca lps  in  tack l ing  th i s  man.  Bo th  o f  them r ipped

the i r  sca lps  open and were  taken to  the  s ide l ines .  [The quar te rbacko Brownie

Spr inger  o f  l4 ich igan Sta te ]  mot ioned to  the  s ide l ine  fo r  someone to  come in

and take  Har te l l ing 's  p lace  and fo r  an  end to  come in  to  take  the  p lace

of Herrera.  The bench got the s igna' l  mixed up and they sent me in instead

of Lou Missig who was supposed to go. 0n the next play of  the game (their

ha l fback  had fumbled  and we had recovered)  I  fa i led  to  exp la in  tha t .  0n

the next play of  the game Brownie Spr inger,our quarterback who had been

capta in  and quar te rback  a t  Mich igan Sta te ,  ca l led  fo r  a  pass  over  our

r ight  end because at  that  posi t jon was l , lorman of  Northwestern who was

a l l -Amer ican in  the  preced ing  year .  Two ha l fbacks  are  to  go  ou t  there

a lso  as  rece ivers .  Spr inger  cou ' ldn ' t  f ind  any  o f  the  rece ivers .  Two o f  them

had been blocked out.  I  don' t  remember what happened to Norman, but Spr inger

tr ied to throw the bal l  away. I t  came within f ive yards of  me and I  caught i t

and went th i r ty-eight yards for  a touchdown. The game ended six to nothing.

That 's  the  on ly  game I  ever  won by  nyse l f  in  my l i fe .  Because i t  happened

tha t  way ,  they  cou ldn ' t  weed me out .  I  made i t  in  tha t  one p lay .  So
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I went on in the AEF for another seven, eight months,  and commanded

three di f ferent companies in that  t ime. I  learned more in that  exper ience

than in  any  l i ke  per iod  in  my l i fe ,  by  fa r .  Th is  was my rea l  schoo ' l ing

because in the case of  two of  these companies I  was a f ree agent;  I

cou ld  do  any th ing  I  p leased.  I  cou ld  exper iment  w i th  men- - f ind  ou t

what men were l ike.  In the case of  the White Company that I  commanded

at Le Mans,,  France, I  had no one over me except the commander of  the

S0S who lvas a three star General  and was paying no at tent ion to me. So

I could do just  as I  p leased. t r le were the Company that was guarding

the great AEF Salvage Plant at  Pontel ieu Square and I  was Camp Commander.

though there were about ten Colonels in the camp. This was a great

exper imenta l  s ta t ion .  I t  was  a  g rea t  exper imenta l  per iod  in  my l i fe .

I  guess my basic jdeas about command were formed in that  Xims.

That 's extraordinary.  Do you ever marvel  at  the fact  that  your 1i fe,

the  course  tha t  j t ' s  taken,  has  somet imes been d ic ta ted  by  such f lukes

as  you .  . .  ?

0h yes ,  I  do .  I  do  because I ' ve  had luck  ex t raord inary - - jus t  one f luke

after another.  In fact ,  when I  started wr j t ing my memoirs I  recal led

the  s to ry  about  the  chap who. . .F red  Warde l ,  who had founded the  Eureka

vacuum cleaner and made a mint  of  money out of  i t .  The Amgrican MagaSi le

sent a reporter out to get one of  their  success stor ies,  Fred Wardel

being a very prominent man in the Uni ted States at  that  t ime. So he

came out  and asked Warde l ,  "Mr .  Warde l ,  look ing  back  over  i t ,  what

factor in your l i fe and your personal i ty accounts for  the pos' i t ion you

now ho ld?"  Warde l  sa id ,  " I  don ' t  qu i te  ge t  the  ques t ion .  What  a re  you

dr iv ing  a t?"  He sa id ,  "Wel lo  what  was i t  tha t  made you such an

as tound ing  success  in  the  bus iness  wor ld?"  l , l l a rde l  sa idn  "Young man,

i t  happened because I  had a  sh i tpo t  fu l l  o f  luck .  Now i f  you  can make
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a story out of  that  you go back to your maqazine and wri te i t . "  The

s tory  was never  wr i t ten .  I  a lso  sa id  tha t  I 'd  heard  many peop le  make

the  re to r t ,  "Yes ,  bu t  you  have to  make the  most  o f  your  chances . "  Wel l ,

tha t ' s  t rue .  But  you can a lso  look  back  over  your  l i fe  and th ink  about

how many chances you missed. You have to consider the fact  that  I  was

unusual ly for tunate in being born in 
. |900 

because from there on I

had no di f f icul ty rememberinq dates.  Every date,  everything that

happened to  me I  cou ld  assoc ia te  i t  w i th  my age a t  tha t  par t i cu la r  t ime.

I  could remember when a pi@ce of  popular music came out because i t  coin-

c ided w j th  the  year  o f  my 1 i fe .  I  d idn ' t  have to  add or  subt rac t .  Do

you fo l low me?

E:  Yes ,  s i r ,  I  do .  Now you were  w i th  the  AEF fo r  how lonq,  s i r?

M: Two years lacking two months.

E: And then what did you do?

M: After I  came back to El  Paso?

E:  Yes .

t r .

M:

E:

M:

We11,  as  I  to ld  you,  I  was  a  magn i f i cen t  fa i lu re  fo r  a  coup le  years .  I

wou ld  have f i t ted  Rober t  Lou is  S tevenson 's  de f in i t ion  o f  the  to ta l  washout

in that  per iod.  There were t imes then when I  certainly lost  conf idence

in  myse l f .  I  wondered what  i t  was  a l l  about .  I  cou ldn ' t  rea l l y  f igure

out  why I  was  do ing  so  bad ly .

Then you started working for the newspaper?

Yes .

Would  you cons ider  tha t  a  tu rn ing  po in t  in  your  l i fe?

From there on my l i fe pattern was pret ty wel l  f ixed. I  don' t  th ink

there 's  any  ques t ion  about  tha t ;  I  had,  I  th ink ,  a  qu icker  and

more dynamic r ise than any newspaperman, certainly,  that  the Southwest

ever turned out.  h| i th ' in three years,  three and a hal f  years,  I  was
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runn ing  the  paper - - the  ed i to r ia l  s ide  o f  i t .  Bu t  tha t  happened th rough,

aga in ,  d in t  o f  c i rcumstance.  You see,  the  K lan  was a  major  de terminant

o f  many th ings  in  the  1920s here  in  E l  Paso.  I  w i l l  speak  o f

my persona l  exper ience w i th  i t .  S la te r  was  dead se t  aga ins t  the  K lan .

He had a  spot te r  w i th in  the  K lan .

E:  A  spot te r?

M:  A  spo t te r ,  tha t ' s  a  person  who i s  an  agen t . . .

E :  A  p lan t?

M:  Yes ,  tha t ' s  r igh t .  And a t  the  t jme,  S ' la te r  made up  h is  mind  he  was go ing

after the Klan. He made the man report  to him on who on his staf f  was

' in  the  K lan .  I  was ,  f i r s t  o f  a l l ,  jus t  a  repor te r  on  the  paper ,  cover jng

po l ice  and so  on .  Then I  became spor ts  ed i to r .  A f te r  tha t - - I 'm break-

ing  cont inu i ty  a  l i t t le  b ' i t  here- - then I  became c i ty  ed i to r ,  then f ron t

page co ' lumnis t  on  the  paper .  But  i t  was  in  the  per iod  when I  was  s t i l l

a  repor te r  tha t  S la te r  dec ided tha t  he 's  go ing  to  engage the  K lan .  He c l i s -

covered, somewhat to his shock, that  out of  an edi tor ia l  staf f  of  twelve

ind iv idua ls  I  was  the  on ly  person on  the  paper  no t  a  K lansman- - tha t

is on the staf f .  So at  the t ime of  the Pete Gardner-Dick Dudley

campaign ,  desp i te  my greenness  and lack  o f  exper ience,  I  was  sudden ' l y

made the  po l i t i ca l  repor te r  o f  the  paper  in  1921.  The K lan ,  a t

that  t imeo had a strong hold wi th in c i ty government.  The mayor was

not a Klansman. I  don' t  remember who was the mayor at  that  t ime. I t

had an absolutely f i rm hold on county government in the County Commis-

s ioner 's  cour t .  My job  was to  see tha t  bo th  o f  theses . . tha t  th is  e le -

ment was el iminated. The ant i -Klan people wanted both control  of  the

c i ty  government - - tha t  i s ,  Dud ley  was e lec ted  wh ich  ended the  K lan 's

bid for  power in the c i ty.  Pete Gardner was a Klan candidate.  The

county elect ion was a sr fueeping success. Al l  the Klan commissioners were
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wiped ou t .  So ,  in  e f fec t ,  a t  a  very  tender  age- - I  was  s t i l l  on ' l y  23- -

I  found myse l f  in  pos i t ion  where  I  was  v i r tua l l y  county  boss  o f  E l  Paso

and could do anything that I  wanted. The fact  that  we had succeeded,

of  courser gdVe me tremendous kudos with Slater.  Short ly af ter  thatr .he

had a newspaper ef f ic iency person by the name of Wei l l  come out f rom

the Bal t imore Sun to see what was wrong with the Herald and how to re-

organ ' i ze  i t  and  so  fo r th .  Wel l ,  th is  must  have been 
.1925 

because by

tha t  t ime I  was  head over  my hee ls  in  baseba l l  o rgan iza t ion  in  th is

community and elsewhere. Wei l l  was here for  about a month and I  would

take  h im out  to  baseba l l  games.  I  was  cu l t i va t ing  h im jus t  to  f ind

out  what  he  was l i ke .  I  wou ld  be t  a  quar te r  o r  a  ha l f  a  do l la r  on  a

p lay  tha t  was  coming up- -be t t ing  in  o rder  to  lose  to  h im because I

knew the players wel l  enough to be fair ly sure of  what was going to

happen.  Maybe by  the  end o f  tha t  month  I  had los t  someth ing  l i ke  e igh t

or  ten  do l la rs  to  h im.  A l l  I  was  t ry ' ing  to  do  was ge t  a  measure  o f  h im- -

what he was l ike.  But to my ut ter  bewi lderment and to the damnat ion

of the paper,  when the whole th ' ing was over,  he to ld Slater that  there

was nobody on our edi tor ia l  staf f  that  could be trusted except mysel f  and

tha t  there  were  o ther  ex-K lansmen in  the  bus iness  end o f  the  organ iza t ion .

Almost wi thout except ion they were suddenly swept out wi th a broom and

I found mysel f  a senior member of  the organizat ion that I  had been with

only about three years.  I t  was one of  the worst  fool  moves that I 've

ever  seen a  newspaper  pub l i sher  make.  To  me,  i t  was  inv ' i t ing  d isas ter .

You might  wonder  the  reason why I  wasn ' t  a  K lan  member .  I  cou ldn ' t  s tand

the  organ iza t ion .  I  f igured  i t  was  un-Amer jcan and tha t  i t  u ' l t imate ly

must  fa i l .  You can ' t  imag ine  how i t  had permeated the  communi ty .  I t

was  ' in  cont ro l ,  fo r  ins tance,  o f  the  Amer ican Leg ion  here .  I t  was  in

cont ro l  o f  the  Mason ic  Lodqe.  I t  was  in  cont ro l  o f  the  Nat ' iona l  Guard .
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I had been an of f icer in the l {at ional  Guard and pract ical ly every other

member  o f  the  Guard  was in  the  K lan .  But  I  cou ldnr t  take  i t .  I  say

parenthe t ica l l y  tha t  some o f  my re la t i ves  were  in  the  K lan .  I  cou ldn ' t

take i t .  I t  seemed to me a rather monstrous jdea. Furthermore, i t  was

fu11y  a l ' ien  to  th is  conrmun i ty .  There  migh t  have been towns and c i t ies

in the United States where i t  had some relevance. Here i t  was a k ind of

a  soc ia l  ac t i v i t y  more  than a l l  e lse .  J jm B lackn who was the  ed i to r

of  the Times that I  spoke about,  was taken out for  a r ide by the Klan

at that  t ime. They threatened to tar  and feather him. I  made up my

mind that that  was not going to happen to me and I  worked w' i th a qun

in my desk top drawer and I  carr ied one in El  Paso when I  moved about

because I  just  made up my mind I  was not going to go for that  k ind of

th ing .  The two e lec t ions  damn we l l  dec ided the  fa te  o f  the  K lan  jn

E l  Paso.  From tha t  t ime on  the  organ iza t ion  jus t  g radua l ly  pe tered  ou t .

The consequences to the newspaper were enormous. I  f igured, f rom

m.y  pos i t ion ,  tha t  once you have won a  ba t t le  you don ' t  con t inue to  f igh t

i t .  S la te r  d idn ' t  th ink  tha t  way .  Hav ing  beat  the  K lan  he  was ou t  to

destroy every person who had been prominent ly connected with i t .  He

couldnrt  stand the idea of  any former Klansman being given any pre-

fe rment  in  E l  Paso.  That  was someth jnE tha t  we used to  , i rque about  a

grea t  dea l .  H is . . . the  venom in  h is  sys tem was someth ing  tha t  I  cou ldn ' t

qu i te  unders tand.  U l t imate ly  a l l  o f  these th ings  had a  grea t  dea l  to

do w' i th me leaving the community.

Genera l ,  what  do  you know about  the  K lanrs  a t t i tudes  towards  Mex icans

a t  th i s  t ime?

Wel1 ,  as  fa r  as  v io lence is  concerned,  there  was prac t ica l l y  none o f  i t

exh ib i ted  by  the  K lan  here .  I  can ' t  reca l l  any th ing  o f  rea l  impor tance.
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E:

M:

The K lan  was opposed to  a l l  fo re jgners ,  to  a l l  Jews,  and to  a l l  Catho l i cs .

So they got the Mexicans on two counts?

Yes- That was just  part  of  i ts  credo. So I  th ink by nature i t  had to

be an t i -Mex ican.

You sa id ,  however ,  tha t  the  K lan  in  E l  Paso was more  o f  a  soc ia l  o rgan iza-

t ion  than  any th ing  e1se .  So  i t  was  no th ing  comparab le  to . . .?

0h, they used to get out and burn crosses on Mount Frankl in and they'd

wear  hoods .  They  made a  lo t  o f  no ise .  Ac tua l1y ,  in  tha t  per iod  I

was  impressed by  one th ing- - tha t  there  wasn ' t  a  he l l  o f  a  lo t  o f  d i f fe r -

ence between the radicals in the two camps. They used to come into the

off ice and vis i t  me and storm up and down and rave and rant.  I  was

gett ing about the same l ine f rom both part ies--extraordinary vehemence,

p ro fan i t y ,  vu lgar j t y ,  a l l  t ha t  k ind  o f  th ing .  You 'd  th ink  the  i ssue

was real ly something that would set t le the fate of  mankind for years to

come.  I  mean,  there  was fanat ic ism both  in  the  K lan  and in  i t s  oppos i -

t i  on .

E :

M:

0bvious' ly there must have been something about the

tha t  d id  no t  ma in ta in  an  a t t rac t ion  fo r  the  K lan .

seem to have lef t  any vest iges to th is day.

EI

I t

Paso community

cer ta in ly  doesn ' t

No,  I  don ' t  th ink  there  is  the  s l igh tes t  remnant  here .  I  wou ld  say  tha t

by 1927, at  the t ime I  lef t  here,  the Klan was dead. But what wasn' t

dead was the  an imos i t ies  and the  an t ipa th ies  tha t  had come out  o f  the

s t rugg les  w i th in  the  c i ty .  Persona l  g rudges cont inued.

Th is  en t i re  K lan  ep isode and the  an imos i t ies  tha t  resu l ted . . these an i -

mos i t ies  were  be tween Ang lo  and Ang lo .  Is  tha t  r igh t?

Large ly  so .
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E: 0f course, we know that dur ing the 1920s there was a t remendous re-

surgence of  the Klu Klux Klan throughout the nat ion.  l , r las th is merely

a  re f lec t ion  o f  tha t ,  do  you  th ink  0 r . . .?

We1] ,  the  K lan  had a  very ,  very  s t rong ho ld  in  Texas .

Te l l  us  more  about  th is .

I t  had a strong hold in Texas government,  Texas state government.  I

can ' t  go  in to  de ta i l s  now because tha t ' s  someth ing  tha t  i s  p re t ty  we l l

wiped out of  my mind. I  d idn' t  I ' ike to remember j t .  I  can remember my

persona l  exper iences  w i th  i t ,  bu t  I  cou ld  never  rea i l y  unders tand why

i t  even arose in  E l  Paso.  I t  a t t rac ted  a  lo t  o f  peop le  who l i ke  to  be

io iners  and who thought  they  wou ld  ge t  some po l i t i ca l  back ing  ou t  o f  i t .

I  th ink  tha t  th js  was the  main  th ing .  Cer ta in  ind iv idua ls  saw a  chance

to get a power group behind them out of  the Klan.

You don ' t  th ink  the  ha t red  e lement  was a l l  tha t  ex tan t  here?

No,  no t  in  the  major i t y .

l r lhat  other burning issues were there dur ing your ten years as captain of

that  newspaper?

M:  I  wasn ' t  cap ta in  o f  the  newspaper .  Capta in  S la te r  was  capta in  o f  the

newspaper .  Cr ime,  Depress ion .  . .

What  k inds  o f  c r ime?

We1] ,  th is  c i ty  in  the  1920s was s t i l l  rampant .  There  was a

lo t  o f  g jun  f igh t ing .  I t  had some o f  the ;11s1.s tmurder  cases  I ' ve  ever

run  in to  in  my l i fe .  The p ioneer  e lement  was s t i l l  p resent .  I  can

remember one day, for  instanceo when I  was ci ty edi tor  that  we were

look ing  fo r  a  head l ine .  By  ten  o 'c lock  in  the  morn ing  our  Jua ' rez  re -

por te r  sa id ,  "There 's  a  new revo lu t ion  s ta r t ing  over  here .  I t  seems

M:

E:

M:

M:

E :

t r .

M :

F .
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to  be  a  revo lu t ion .  There  is  a rmed f igh t ing  in  the  s t ree ts . "  I  sa id ,

"That ' s  i t ;  we go  w. i th  tha t  head l ine . "  Then we ge t  to  a round e leven

o 'c lock  and there  is  a  ca l l  in  f rom the  man on the  cour thouse beat  tha t

a  coup le  o f  deput ies  had been shot  and one o f  them k i l led  t ry ing  to

ev ic t  a  p ioneer  f rom h is  homestead.  I  sa id ,  "Knook down the  revo lu t ion

and pu t  tha t  s to ry  up . "  And then another  ha l f  hour  passes  and wet re

already to go with the paper and a cal l  comes in that  the v ice-president

o f  the  Na t iona l  Bank  had  k i l l ed  h imse l f  and  h is  body  i s  ou t  in  the  ca r

out in the Aust in Temace area. I  knocked down the story of  the pioneer

and put that  story up top because I  f igured everybody who was a de-

pos i to r  in  the  F i rs t  Nat iona l  Bank  wou ld  be  concerend about  why Too ley

had k i l led  h imse l f .  That  k ind  o f  v io lence was qu i te  p reva ' len t .  I

remember  the  G.H.  and S.A.  ho ldup,  fo r  ins tance,  where  there  were  s ix

bandi ts--Mexicans by the way: Aoapi to Ruedo and ;osJCarrasco. I  remem-

ber those names very wel l  because in the case of  both of  them I  was with

the detect ives that found them. We found them the same day. I  th ink

there  were  four  o r  f i ve  peop le  k j l led  in  tha t  ho ' ldup .  That  k ind  o f  v io lence

*1s  fa i r l y  common.  I  th ink  we had more  in te res t ing  and "wr i tab le , 'mur -

ders  in  E l  Paso than any  c i ty  in  the  count ry ,  desp i te  the  smal l  s ize

o f  the  c i ty .  I t  was  a  v io len t  communi ty .  I  spoke o f  the  Depress ion .

The t ime came when catt le and cotton and copper were al l  so far  down

that th is p ' lace was on hard t imes long before the Depression hi t  the

United States.  This happened around 
. |923 

and 1924. The community was

hav ing  a  rea l  s t rugg le  to  keep go ing .  Inc identa ' l ' l y ,  wh i le  ed i to r  I

s ta r ted  what  was ca l led  la te r  the . . . in  Eas tern  newspapers ,  the  Good

Fe l lows C lub  or  someth ing  o f  tha t  k ind .  That  was co l lec t ing  money fo r

pover ty -s t r i cken ch i ld ren  a t  Chr is tmast ime.  I ' l l  te l l  you  how I  d ' id  i t .
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F .

M:

E:

M:

F .

M:

I  went f i rst  of  a l l  to the town gamblers because I  knew they were more

generous than anyone else.

More so than the bankers?

Yes, indeed. Then this is t rue about most members of  the gambl ing f rater-

n i t ies .  They  are  ex t raord inar i l y  char i tab le  peop le  when one approaChes

them in the r ight  way.

I t ' s  t rue  even today?

Yes ,  I  th ink  so .  I t ' s  j us t  pa r t  o f  the i r  na tu re .  We 'd  had  no th ing  o f

tha t  k ind  in  E l  Paso and th is  was a  s ta r t .  Th is  was around 
.1924 

tha t  we

got  go ing  on  tha t .  I  don ' t  want  to  make too  many persona l  a l lus ions .

No,  tha t ' s  in te res t ing .

The same is t rue of  my start ing the Copper League. People said,  "WhV

d id  you  s ta r t  an  ou t law league?"  We l l ,  i t  l ooked  to  me f i ke  a  good

th ing  to  do .  I  was  impressed by  the  fac t  tha t  the  Ch icago B lack

Sox,  fo r  ins tance,  who had been k icked ou t  o f  baseba l l ,  had never [been

g iven a  cour t  t r ia l ;  tha t  i s ,  they  were  no t  lega l l y  gu i l t yJ  They

had never been found gui l ty.  From that t ime on they were damned and

doomed men. I  thought they ought to be given a chance to come back.

But  the  o ther  cons idera t ion  was th is :  tha t  th is  Southwestern

terr i tory was real ly in a state of  despond; i t  needed something to

cheer.  This was true of  the copper towns. I t  was true of  El  Paso.

I t  was  t rue  o f  Ju f rez .  la le  cou ldn ' t  a f fo rd  b ig  league baseba l l .

The only way we could have high-c1ass basebal l  was to go for the

out laws. So we went out and recrui ted them. As long as I  was in the

Southwest that  league held together.  I  found in the course of  i t  that

the major leagues were just  as crooked af ter  the Black Sox lef t  as they

were  be fore .  For  example ,  they  had a  proscr ip t ion  aga ins t  g iv ing  a

contract  to anybody who played with out laws. Yet we were sending as

many p layers  to  the  major  leagues sub rosa  as  any  c lass  AA ba l l  c lub .
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They knew i t .  Judge Landis would come down here. . .

"Kennesaw Mountain" Landis would come down to El  Paso?

Yes, would come down once a year to t ry to ta lk me out of  the ieague.. .

breaking up the league. I ' .d say,  "You show me some other way that We can

ge t  jus t  as  good  baseba l l  and  I ' l l  go  fo r  i t . "  0 f  course ,  he  cou ldn ' t

come up wjth anything. We had repeated conversat ions on the subiect .

[Ue was]  a  l i keab le  o ld  man- -a  cons iderab le  faker  I  thought .  But  when

I  le f t r the  league fo lded because there  wasn ' t  any  o ther  persona l i t y

tha t  cou ld  ho ld  i t  toge ther ,  tha t ' s  what  i t  amounted to .

You speak very fondly of  basebal  I  and you have throughout the inter-

v iews. I  get  the impression that basebal l  was an extremely popular sport

in  E l  Paso back  in  those days .  Is  tha t  t rue?

Very much so, Very much so-- though we had trouble making the grade in

El  Paso as far  as keeping the team going was concerned, much more than

they had in Fort  Ba,yard where i t  was government backed, or in Santa Ri ta-

Hur ley where i t  was company backed. The same was true of  the Bisbee

team and the Doug' las team. They had money from corporat ions.  When

we real ly got into hard t imes and there was no money in the t reasury,

I 'd iust  take a canvas bag and move through E1 Paso and go to see the

merchants and say, "The team has got to have some money,"  and I 'd col-

lect  a few thousand dol lars that  way to keep us going. The greatest

cont r ibu tor ,  once aga in ,  ou ts jde  o f  Maur ice  Schwar tz  o f  the  Popu lar - -

that  man was the greatest  sportsman I  ever knew in El  Paso--outside of

him I  could depend on the gamblers to give me money more than anyone

e l  se .

Th is  was dur ing  hard  t imes.

' infl uence on the commun i ty.

Everybody thought so down.. .

You thought  tha t  th is  was a  rea l l y  good

E:

M:
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E: Everybody thought so.

M:  There  was no  oppos i t ion .

E:  Perhaps  when we cont inue th is  in te rv iew,  Genera l ,  we can ta lk  about

those hard t imes here in El  Paso.

M: I f  I  can remember enough to make i t  worthwhi le.

E :  Wel l ,  i f  no t  we ' l l  go  on  to  another  sub jec t .  Thank  you,  Genera ' | .

M:  0 .K .
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E:

M:

[4 th  in te rv jew sess jon ,  Ju ly  9 ,  
. |975 . ]

Genera l ,  Vou have some reco l lec t ions  tha t  you 'd  l i ke  to  en l igh ten  us

on .  l l l ou ld  you . . .?

Wel l ,  some are of  a personal  sort  just  to straighten out a few things

with respect to my own career.  I  fa i led to say thus far that  at  the

t ime tha t . . . r igh t  a f te r  I  went  in to  newspaper  work ,  I  gave up  my

commiss ions .  I  had organ ized. . . tha t  i s ,  I  had recru i ted  the  Nat iona l

Guard  Bat ta l ion  here  in  E l  Paso.  I  had done i t  as  a  persona l  job

because the ex-serv ' ice people here wou' ld enl ist  i f  I  asked them to and

they  wou ldn ' t  fo l low anyone e lse .  We11,  I  was  very  much jun io r  in

years and there was no possibi ' l i ty  of  my taking command of  the battal ion.

But I  was then a First  L ieutenant,  both in the Reserve and in the

Nat ional  Guard. Right af ter  I  went into newspaper work I  resigned

both commissions because I  had decided that i f  I  were ever going to

rea l l y  persevere  in  mi l i ta ry  s tud ies  I  had to  do  i t  on  my own.  I  was

having to wr i te papers for  the War Department on dr i '11s,  etc.  that  I  had

a l ready  done as  an  o f f i cer .  So I  was  jus t  repeat ing  fo rms tha t  I 'd

gone through in a pract ical  way. I  knew more than they were giv ing me.

I  knew I  was  wast ing  my t ime.  Then I  s ta r ted  bu i ld ' ing  my mi l i ta ry

1 ibrary at  that  t ime.

Th is  was in  the  la te  20s?

Th is  was in  the  ear ly  20s .

Ear ly  20s .

Yes .  Hav inq  g iven up  my commiss ions  I  en l i s ted  as  a  p r iva te  in  the

Nat ional  Guard in the same battal ion that I  had formed. The reason I

did that  was because I  wanted to learn more about the mi l i tary w' i th

respec t  to  o f f i cer -man re la t ionsh ips  and I  dec ided I  cou ld  learn  more

M:

E:

M:
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F .

M .

by qo inq  a t  the  lowest  rank  poss ib le  and watch ing  o f f i cers  per fo rm.

So I  spent the next f ive years as a pr ivate.  Peop' le look-:at  that

record and say, "hlel l ,  th is is sort  of  nut ty.  ! . lhy did you do that?"

As  i t  tu rned ou t ,  i t  was  the  most  va luab le  th inq  tha t  ever  happened

to me because i t  was larqely due to that  exper ience that when I  got

in to  Wor ld  l , , la r  I I ,  I  was  ab le  to  ge t  en l i s ted  men go ing  a ' long  w i th  me

and I  could take them away from thejr  commander and they would te l l  me

the  abso lu te  t ru th  where  they  wou ldn ' t  te l l  i t  to  the i r  own o f f i cers .

I  spoke the i r  
' l anguage,  

in  o ther  words .  You fo l low me? The nex t  po in t

was th ' i s :  I  d id  no t  exp la in  tha t  wh i le  I  was  mov ing  up  f rom repor te r

to  spor ts  ed i to r  and then c i ty  ed i ts r  o f  the  Hera ld  I  was  a lso  tak ing

on jobs as a Southwestern correspondent for  the Kansas City Star and

the Chicago Tr ib l jne and the Seatt lg Time: and the Los Anqeles Times

among other papers.  I  was gett inq qood money out of  that  and also a

broadened exper ience. I  th ink the th ing that helped me the most was

when S la te r  dec jded tha t  I  was  oo ing  to  be  a  f ron t  page humor  co lumnis t .

Humor?

Humor columnist  for  the new paper that  he started. I  can' t  even remember

the paper,  but  i t  was a morn' inq paper to compete wi th the Times. I t  had

a ra ther  b r ie f  l i fe - -a  coup le  years .  I  had a  co lumn there  ca l led  the

"TomToiTt"  and i t  was the f i rst  humor column not only jn El  Paso but

in  the  Southwest .  As  a  consequence o f  tha t ,  my co lumn. . .my humor  was

being quoted in the Li terary Digest and Li fe and Judge which were two

nat ional  humor magaz' ines,  more than any other newspaper in the country.

I t  wasn ' t  tha t  I  was  tha t  good a  humor is t .  I t  was  jus t  a  happenstance

tha t  they  wou ld  quote  f rom the  na t iona l  p ress  sec t iona l l y .  S ince

I was the only humorist  jn the Southwest,  whereas there were many of

them ' in the Northeast,  I  was gett ing quoted about three or four t imes
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as o f ten  as  any  humor is t  e lsewhere ' in  the  count ry  though some had i t

a l l  over  me.  Th is  tu rned ou t  to  be  qrea t ly  advantageous to  me because

when I  was hired by the Detrgi t  News I  was hired as a humorist  not  as

a  spor ts  wr i te r  o r  any th ing  e lse .

That 's fasc' inat ing.  l , lhat  were the topics for  humor in the El  Paso

Southwest in the ear ly twent ies?

0h,  fo r  heaven sakes ,  I  can ' t  th ink  o f  tha t  now.  Inc identa l l y ,  I  have most  o f

those  co lumns .  Bu t  I  was  ta lk inq  o f  wr i t i ng  humor  abou t  po l i t i cs ,  fo re ign  po l i cy

and  abou t  p roh ib i t i on .  .  .

0h ,  you 'd  wr i te  on  na t iona l  i ssues?

0n Maw Ferguson. . .0h  yes ,  cer ta in ly .  I t  was  th ree  hundred and s ' i x ty

degrees as far  as the subiect  matter vvas concerned.

Tha t ' s  in te res t ing .  Cou ld  you  te l l  me what . . .now was  i t  i us t  the  appo in t -

ment to that  job that made you start  doinq i t? Did you have any interest

on your own to wr i te a humor column?

I had started i t  on my own when I  began wri t ing a sports column as

spor ts  ed i to r .  I  had a  spor ts  co lumn tha t  in i t ia l l y  was  ca l led  "Spor ts

and Verse .  " Then, around I  923 Tad Dorqan

came to town and we went to Judrez toqether and we were having a beer

over there.  Tad Dorqan was the famous cartoonist  of  the Hearst  Syndi-

cate.  He was the author of  See What the Boys in the Back Room Wil l  Have

and tha t  k ' ind  o f  th ing .  Whi le  we were  s i t t inq  there  a t  lunch he  sa id ,

"You wr i te  a  qood spor ts  co lumn but , "  he  sa jd ,  "nobody w i l l  ever  re -

member that  name. Thatrs one of  your di  f f i  cul  t ies.  "  i  sai  d ,  " l^ je l  I  ,

tha t  i sn ' t  my rea ' l  name.  "  He sa id ,  "What  i s  your  name?"  I  sa id ,

"Samuel Lyman Atwood Marshal l . "  He said,  "Why are you using the name

'Sam L .  Marsha l l '? "  I  sa id ,  "Because I  shor tened my name when I  went

in the Army as I  f iqured that the t jme would come when I 'd have to

F .

M:



BI

put a lot  of  s ignatures on reports and I  d idn' t  want to go by my real

mon iker  and so  I  shor tened i t  to  'Sam L .  Marsha l l . '  S ince  tha t  was  my

Army name I  s tuck  w i th  i t . "  He sa id ,  "Lookr  VOU've  go t  the  bes t  poss ' ib1e

name fo r  a  spor tswr i  te r .  SLA- - '  SLAM' - - i  t  f i  t s .  [S t  am Marsha l  I  .  ]  you

start  tomorrow going by SLA and never change i t .  Just  stay wi th those

in i t i a l s . "  Th is  was  one  o f  the  bes t  p ieces  o f  adv ice  I  ever  qo t  in  mv

I  i fe .  I  d id  i t  immedia te l  y .  He was dea,o  r igh t  about  i t .

E :  What  year  was th is ,  when you s ta r ted  us inq  SLA?

M:  I  th ink  i t  was  around 1924.  [Ac tua l l y ,  i t  was  1g?3. )

E: I t  served you we1 1 ?

M: Yes. And the Army used i t  because the Army by that t ime knew me as

"SLAM" Marshal l  and therefore in World War I I  I  was permit ted to use

my in i t ia ls ,  whereas  i t ' s  a  requ la t ion  requ i rement  tha t  you  use your

fu l l  name.  But  I  wou ld  use  "S .1 .A. "  on  orders  because a  good many o f

the guys who had been Majors and Captains at  Fort  Bl iss were by th is

t ime Genera ls ;  and when I  was  mov inq  overseas , then i t  was  impor tan t

that they knew that I  was cominq, because they were not only acquain-

tances  bu t  f r iends ,  and they  wou ld  he lp  me out .  I t  came out  in

caba lese  [cab le  language ]  "Sugar  Love  Ab le "  Marsha l l ,  wh ich  I  l i kec l .  I

to ld  you about  the  res iqn inq  o f  my cornmiss ions ,  wh ich  was co l la te ra l

w i th  my dec is ion  to  bu i ld  up  my mi ' l i ta ry  l ib ra ry  fo r  my pr iva te  s tud ies ,

and that cont inued to bui ld throuqh the years here.  By the t ime I

le f t  E l  Paso I  th ink  i t  was  someth ing ' l i ke  
. l ,000  

vo lumes.  l , l l e  d id  no t

go  in to  the  na ture  o f  Mex ican Amer ican re la t ions  in  th is  d iscuss ion

the other day, but I  th ink there js somethino important here.  I t  was

jus t  about  the  t ime tha t  the  Rev ind ica t ' ion  Revo lu t ion- - I  don ' t  know

whether  you ' re  fami l ia r  w i th  tha t  te rm.

No,  I 'm  no t .
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M: That  was what  we ca l led  the  0bregJn-Cut les  Revo lu t ion .  And tha t  was

what  they  ca l led  i t - - the  Rev ind ica t ion  Revo lu t ion .  Jus t  about  tha t

t ime,  tha t  revo lu t ion  began to  ge t  th ings  se t t led  in  Mex ico  [and]  an

era of  qood feel ing between El  Paso and Ju/rez began to develop. This

was a  very  p ronounced change dur ing  the '20s .  Th is  occur red ,  I  wou ld

say, not across the board,  but mainly throuqh interchanges between the

middle c lass in Jufrez and El  Paso. I t  was very cornmon for El  Paso

groups to go over to Ju{rez at  that  t ime--much more so than now, inci-

denta11y .  For  exampl .e ,  a t  the  t ime tha t  I  was  spor ts  ed i to r  in  E l  Paso

and c i ty  ed ' i to r  o f  the  E l  PasgHera ld ,  we wou ld  cus tomar i l y  c lose  up  the

paper about 4:30 in the af ternoon and then we would al l  go to Ju{rez

togeth_er to have a good t ime. We would f ight  l ike cats and dogs on

the  paper - -wh i le  we were  ge t t inq  ou t  the  paper - -a rgu ing  and so  fo r th ,

bu t  we had jus t  a  c lose  bas is  o f  f r iendsh ip  tha t  we a lways  wanted  a

social  t ime af terwards. so,  reqular v is i ts to Ju{rez were part  of  the

bus iness .  when we wou ld  th row our  s ta f f  par t ies  about  once a  month ,

which were beer busts,  we would go to Peace Grove in Ju/rez for  the

par t ies .  But  th is  deve loped V€p l r  very  qu ick ly  dur ing  the  mid- l9Z0s ,

and tha t  beqan to  chanqe th ings  a long our  par t  o f  the  border .  I  re -

ferred to i t  as the "Era of  Good Feel ing" because i t  was a marked change

jn  across- the-border  re l  a t ' ionsh ips .

Af te r  so  many years  o f  abras ion  dur inq  the  Revo lu t ion .

Yes .

You refemed to Peace Grove. Precisely where was that located?

That 's  loca ted  ou t  a lonq the  R io  Grand€r  oh  the  Ju{ rez  s ide ,  about

3 /4  o f  a  m i le  o r  less  th i s  s ide  o f  the  E l  Paso  Smel te r .  I 'm  surp r i sed

you don ' t  know about  i t .

E :
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F . We1' | ,  I  th ink  I  d id .  For  the  benef i t  o f  the  l j s teners  I  wanted  to

have you ta lk  about  tha t .  Do you know why i t  was  ca l led  "Peace Grove, "

by the way?

Yes.  That ' s  where  Taf t  met  Pro f i r io  O i lz  shor t l y  be fore  the  Revo lu t ion

broke ou t .

That 's jnterest ing.  What was there":aboutJuirez that  at t racted so many

El Pasoans? Were the faci l i t ' ies better? Was the atmosphere better?

How come E l  Paso i t se l f  d idn ' t  have meet ing  p laces  where  everybody cou ld

go?

For one thing, the beer was extremely qood and i t  was served nicely.

At several  of  the bars they;kept aluminum muqs in the refr iqerators

and they became jced, and the beer would be served in these iced mugs.

But there were better cafe( there;  the food was super ior  and the dr inks

were good and the hospi taf  i ty  was greater.

How was the booz' ing in [El  Paso] in the '20s?

l , r le l l ,  the border was pret ty damn wide open as far  as boot legging is

concerned. Every man had his favor i te boot legger and you could get

l iquor  on  th is  s ide  a t  maybe $ . | .50  or  $2 .00  more  than i t  cos t  in  Jua ' rez .

Did the paper have a personal  boot leqger?

No,  no ,  S la te r  was  a  p roh ib i t i on is t . [Laughter ]  No,  no th ing

I  i ke  tha t l

General Marshal I , Iou made the comment just a second ago that 
'f 
iquor

was about  $ . l .00  to  $ . | .50  cheaper  in  Ju i rez  than i t  was  over  here .

I 'd  say  j t  wou ld  average around $Z.OO a  bo t t le  more  when i t  was  boot -

legged  on  th is  s ide ,  bu t  i t  wou ld  be  the  same l iquor .  We d idn ' t  ge t

bad  booze" in  E l  Paso  l i ke  mos t  c i t i es  were  a f f l i c ted  w i th .

Did anyone ever t ry to smuggle th is l iquor back from Juf,rez over

here? l,.Ias it a common practice?

M .
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M:  0h ,  yes .  Tha t ' s  how i t  came abou t .  Two  o f  my  f r i ends  f rom E l  Paso

H igh  Schoo l ,  who  had  gone  in to  av ia t i on  i n  Wor ld  hJa r  I I '  go t  i n to

f l y i ng  aqa in  and  were  work inq  as  boo t l eqgers  f l y i ng  l i quo r  ac ross  the

border.  I 'd prefer not to name them.

E:  Tha t ' s  qu i te  a l1  r igh t .  I  take  i t  i t  was  a  ra ther  f ru j t fu l  f r i endsh ip

in  tha t  case .

M:  R igh t ,  r igh t .  Bu t  I  was  no t  one o f  the i r  cus tomers .

E:  You weren ' t?

M:  No .

E: I  have interviewed other people here in the El  Paso area who are

your  age or  perhaps  a  l i t t le  younger .  The i r  reco l lec t ions  are  tha t  dur ing

the  '20s ,  the '30s  and  the  '40s ,  Jv i rez  had  sor t  o f  a  cosmopo l i tan  a i r

in that  people were beginning to t ravel  here f rom al l  over the country;

and they 'd  go  and l i ve  i t  up  over  in  C iudad Ju f , rez .  That ' s  p robab iy

more  t rue  o f  the  '30s  and the '40s ,  I  qa ther .  I s  tha t  cor rec t?  What 's

your  impress ion  o f  the  '20s?

M:  Yes ,  tha t ' s  t rue .  There  was a  cons tan t  t ra f f i c  th rough here ,  bu t  i t

was  no t  jus t  tour is ts .  You see,  E l  Paso has  had,  th roughout  i t s  h is -

tory,  a unique advantage. When the rai l roads were the means of  t rans-

por ta t ion  across  the  count ry - -when au tomobi les ,  fo r  jns tance,  cou ldn ' t

make any  cons iderab le  journey  here  in  the  Southwest - - th is  was a  s topp ing

point  for  opera companies and for theater groups and so on, and also a

stopping point  for  people that  wanted to break a rai ' lway journey between

the  East  and the  West  Coast .  Th is  had qu i te  an  in f luence on  the  cu l tu re

of the c i ty.  We would get,  for  instance, the Chicago 0pera Company--

an  a t t rac t ion  tha t  a  c i ty  o f  th is  s ize  was no t  en t ' i t led  to ;  bu t  i t

was  ius t  a  conven ien t  b reak .  We 'd  ge t  the  Mex ican [Mex ico  C i ty ]  T ip ica

Orches t ra  and the  Mex jcan Army Mi ' l i ta ry  Band,  and so  on .  A l l  those k inds  o f
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attract ions came to El  Paso. The San Carlo Opera would come here year ly.

Do you think al l  of  these di f ferent elements may have had a composi te

effect  on the cul ture of  th is c i ty? [Do you think that ]  somehow the

leve l  o f  cu l tu re  has  been ra ised over  the  years  because o f  i t?

No ques t ion  about  i t .  The promoter  in  those days  was Granv ' i l l e  Johnson.

Granv i l le  happened to  be  a  c lose  f r iend  o f  m ' ine .  I  ta lked  about  wr i t ing

the publ  ic i ty forpat ional  tours of l  t f re Mexican f i i ica Orchestra.  I

d id  i t  a t  h is  reques t .  Whenever  a  s ta r  wou ld  come to  town,  he  wou ld  pu t

me on to  them immedia te ly .  I  remember  Emi l i ta  Ga l l i -Curc i ,  who was the

great  co lo ra tu ra  o f  the  Met ropo l i tan ,  coming to  E l  Paso w i th  her  husband,

Herbert  Samuels.  I  went to interview her at  the Del  Norte.  She blasted

Grand Opera .  [She]  sa id  i t  was  jus t  b i l iboard ,  tha t  i t  was  no t  a r t ,  i t

was of  no consequence whatsoever.  This made a nat ional  story.  Associated

Press  p ' i cked ' i t  up .  I  d id  no t  know a t  tha t  t ime tha t  she  was su f fe r ing

w' i th goi ter  and knew that her career was through, and that she was rather

embit tered. 0n other occasions Ti to Schipa came to town, and he was at

the  De l  Nor te .  i  went  over  to  in te rv iew h im.  He spent  the  f i rs t  40  minu tes

ta lk ' ing  about  h is  recent  "amours"  and descr ib ing  h is  bedroom a f fa i rs

in  u tmost  de ta i l ,  in  the  most  vu lgar  way I ' ve  ever  heard  any  man per fo rm.

Suddenly the door to the next room opened and a redheaded[viragdcame in

wi th  an  umbre l la  and s ta r ted  beat ing  the  he l l  ou t  o f  h im.  I t  was  h is

w i fe l  I t  was  one o f  the  funn ies t  scenes  I ' ve  ever  w i tnessed.  I  cou ldn ' t

wr i te  i t .  f laughter ]

You cou ldn ' t?  Have you ever  thought  about  do ing  i t  in  the  years  s ince

then ?

M:  Wel l ,  Paderewesk i  came to  town on h is  las t  t r ip .  He had a  pr iva te

car  w i th  a  g rand p iano in  i t .  He had g iven no  in te rv iews anywhere

E:
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in  the  Un i ted  Sta tes .  Th is  was h is  las t  g rand tour .  The guy  who had

been my po l i t i ca l  manaser  jn  h igh  schoo l ,  E l l io t  Chess ,  hhd been an

ace w i th  the  Roya l  A i r  Force  and then gone on  to  be  an  ace in  the

f fusk iuzco l t  Squadron in  Po land 's  war  w i th  Russ ia .  So,  he  was an  o ld

f r iend o f  Paddv ' i ,  as  he  ca l led  h im.  He took  me down to  the  t ra in ,  and

Paderewski  threw his arms around him and embraced him and kissed him--

"Chesk i "  he  ca l led  Chess .  l l l e  had a  pr iva te  concer t  there  fo r  about  an

hour  w i th  h im p ' lay ing  fo r  on . ly  the  two o f  us .

That 's  wonder fu l .  You ment ioned tha t  dur inq  the  teens  Pavo lva  had

come th rough here ,  d idn ' t  she?

No,  th i s  was  in  the  '20s .  Th is  was  a round  '22 .

Cou ld  you te l l  me about  tha t?

I  th ink  tha t  was  her  las t  appearance here .

Did she actual ly give a performance here?

Yes.  The aud i to r ium was in  E l  Paso H igh  Schoo ' l - - the  majn  aud i to r jum

there.  Slater was an old f r iend of  hers and he took me out to supper

wi th  her ,  jus t  because I  had recent ly  sque lched a  I ibe l  case fo r  h im.

I  met her and spent the ear ' ly  part  of  an evening with her,  and then

we went to the performance.

E:  D id  peop le  in  E l  Paso genera l l y  take  advantage o f  these oppor tun i t ies?

M: Yes, they were wel l  at tended a' lways. That k ind of  th ing would be

a se l l -ou t .  In  the  spor ts  f ie ld  i t  was  the  same th ing ,  ma in lyn  how-

ever,  because of  Ju{rez.  lde would qet pr incipa' l  f igures,  for  instance,

in the box' ing wor ld.  A good many of  them reached the end of  the t ra i l

r igh t  here  jn  E l  Paso.  For  example ,  Aus t ra l ian  B i1 ly  Smi tho  who was a

rather famous middleweight,  became a Sergeant of  Detect ives on the

po l ice  fo rce .  Tommy Burns  o f  Pueb lo ,one o f  the  "wh i te  hopes"  in
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Jack  Johnson 's  day ,  became a  bum in  E l  Paso.  He was a  garbage co l lec to r

at  one t ime, and then he moved on. Jack Johnson reached the end of  the

trai l  here in a f ight  in Ju{rez aga' inst  Bob Lawson, who at  that  t ime

was the Negro l ight  heavyweight champ' ion.  Jack was on the comeback trai ' l  ,

and they had a f ight  there which ended in the f i f th round with Lawson

knock ing  ou t  Johnson w i th  a  b low to  the  so la r  p lexus ;  and Johnson

c la imed fou l .  I t  was  obv ious ly  a  fa i r  b low.  I  was  the  t imekeeper  a t

tha t  f igh t  and was r igh t  under  the  punch and saw i t  very  c1ean ly .  And

Cip Payo, who was our most famous referee, cal led the thing correct ly.

This was on a Sunday af ternoon. Johnson came to my of f ice af terwards--

I  was  wr i t ing  the  s to ry - -and sa id ,  "Mr .  Marsha l lo  I  w i l l  g ive  you $500

i f  you w' i11 put i t  on the Associated Press wire that  you saw that that

b low was  fou l . "  And  I  sa jd ,  "Mr .  Johnson ,  I  can ' t  do  tha t .  I t  wasn ' t

fou l ,  and ,  fu r the r ,  I  don ' t  take  tha t  k ind  o f  money . "  He  sa id ,  "We11,

I  d idn ' t  suppose you d id ,  bu t  I  th ink  you know tha t  a  oood many peop le

in  your  bus iness  do  take  i t . "  I  sa id ,  "Yes ,  I 'm  aware  o f  tha t . "  I

sa id ,  "S ince  you ' re  here ,  I ' d  l i ke  to  d iscuss  the  Havana  f igh t  w i th

Wi l la rd .  Was tha t  on  the  leve l?"  We d iscussed i t  fo r  about  ha l f  an

hour .  I  th ink  th is  i s  the  on ' l y  t ime tha t  he  came c lean on  what  had

happened.  H is  exp lanat ion  was tha t  the  la rges t  par t  o f  the  money tha t

they were going to get f rom that f ight  y6s for  the mot ion picture r ights.

Hg had agreed with the mot ion picture people to car i t  l r l ' i l lafd at  least

e igh t  rounds ,  He sa id  he  d idn ' t  rea l i ze  what  the  e f fec t  o f  the  sun in

Cuba was going to be on him, and af ter  the ninth round he started in to

t ry  to  knock  Wi l la rd  ou t ;  and h is  s t rength  was gone.  He knew tha t  he

no lonqer had the wa1lpp. I t  was several  rounds af ter  that  that  he

mot ioned to his wi fe to qet out of  the r ing because he knew that l , r l i l lard
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was go ing  to  knock  h im out ,  tha t  he  cou ldn ' t  take  i t  any  more-  I t  was

because he  had mot ioned to  h is  w i fe  to  ge t  ou t ,  and she le f t ,  tha t  peop le

thought the f ight  was a f rame-up. I  th ink that 's the t rue story of  the

f igh t .  Now,  I  ment ioned a  minu te  ago about  th is  "e ra  o f  good fee l ing"

tha t  deve loped ' in  the ,120s .  Th is  was  a  rec ip roc i t y  be tween the  midd le -

c lass  peop le  here  and in  Ju{ rez .  I t  d jdn ' t  work  a t  the  lower  leve ls ,  and

the  hos t i l i t y  on  the  Mex ican s ide  wou ld  s t i l l  be  very  p ronounced in

spor t ing  events . Some of the scenes there were real ly f r ight-

fu l ;  fo r  ins tance,  the  n igh t  tha t  T iger  F lowers  fought  Gor i l la  Jones .

Gor i l la  Jones  was a  grea t  favor i te  a long the  border .  He was a  B lack  and

I  th ink  he  came f rom a  mi l i ta ry  camp in  Doug las .  T iger  F lowers  had never

fought before--never had any kind of  a f ight .  He was just  a "rubber"

in  l ' Ia l t  M i l le r ' s  camp in  Georg ia .  In  o ther  words ,  he  took  care  o f

f ighters.  The f ighter we signed to go in that  event suddenly be-

came i11 ,  and T iger  F lowers  was sent  ou t  as  a  subs t i tu te l  he  was an

abso lu te  unknown.  Th js  was the  beg inn ' ing  o f  h is  r i se  to  the  midd lewe igh t

championship.  By the t ime the eiqhth and ninth round came--the Mexicans

had be t  heav i l y  on  Gor i l la  Jones=- i t  became apparent  tha t  he  was go ing

to be knocked euf, ,  dnd beer bott les started f ly ing.  They came in shbwers.

The worst  k ind of  a r iotous scene took p1ace. The mayor and the chief

o f  po l i ce  o f  Ju i rez  had be t  someth ing  l i ke  $5 ,000.  Jack  Vowel l  was

ho ld ing  s takes .  The mayor  ye l led  a t  the  ch ie f  o f  po l i ce ,  "Get  vowel l

and get Marshaj l . "  He thought I  had some of the money, and we were both

thrown in the hoosegow over there.  Jack was a very badly worr ied man

because here  he  was ou t  in  the  open compound w i th  numerous  c r im ina lsn  and

$5,000 on him. Al l  the mayor had meant was to get hold of  h im and protect

h im,  no t  th row h im in  ja i1 ,  and  the  po l i ce  m isunders tood  i t .  Th is  same
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kind of  th jng happened in the summer of  1927, just  before I  lef t  here.

Agu i la r ,  who was the  midd lewe igh t  champ' ion  o f  Mex ico '  was  f igh t ing  a

B' lack f rom Detroi t  by the name of Whitey Black.  There was a great deal

o f  be t t ing  by  the  Mex icans  on  Agu i la r .  A long about  the  s jx th  round,  i t

was obvious that Agui lar  was going to be beaten; and beer bott les started

f ly ing.  I  remember I  was act ing as t imekeeper that  f jght ,  and I  got  up

and ye' l1ed, "Who the hel l  threw that bott le?" Then suddenly a shower

of bott les came at me. I  got  down under the r ing.  The f jght  went on

t j l l  the  end o f  the  ten th  round,  and Agu i la r  was  ius t  a  l i l oody  mess .  He

had scarce: ly la id a glove on Black.  Cip Payo went to the two of  them

as the  f iqh t  ended,  and ra ised bo th  hands,  ca l l ' i ng  i t  a  d raw.  The r ing

was l i t tered with beer bott les by that  t imeo and he ran over to me and

he sa id ,  "S1am,  pu t  i t  in  the  paper  tomomow morn ing  tha t  Mrs .  Payo

ra ised her  ch i ld ren  to  be  game but  no t  to  be  foo ' l i sh . "  f laughter ]

Wel l ,  tha t  was  the  t ime when I  wro te  "No more  f igh ts  in  Jua ' rez ; 'We 'Ve

got  to  s top  th ' i s , "  because i t  cou ld  have led  on  to  a  rea l l y  b loody  in -

c i  dent .

Th is  en t ' i re  a rea  dur ing  the '20s  seems to  have been,  in  a  d i f fe ren t

way,  a lmost  as  exc i t ing  as  i t  was  dur ing  the  teens .

0h ,  i t  was  very  exc i t ing ,  very  exc i t ing .  There  was no  bu l l f igh t ing

at  tha t  t ime in  Ju i rez .  There  was br je f l y  in  the  ear ly '20s .  I  remem-

ber  S id  Frank l ' in , the  Arner ican  bu l l f igh ter ,  showed up one day  a t  my

off jce.  He was to appear in Juirez on Sunday. I  was very busy and I

sa jd ,  "Take  a  sea t , "  and  he  sa jd ,  "You  don ' t  unders tand .  I 'm  S id  F rank-

l i n ,  the  Amer ican  bu l l f i gh te r . "  And  I  sa id ,  "We l l ,  i n  tha t  case ,  take

two seats , "  and I  kep t  on  w i th  my work .  But  i t  was ,  I  th ink ,  [ the  most

exc i t i ng  per iod ]  I  ever  knew in  my  l ' i f e - - the '20s  in  E l  Paso .
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The '20s throughout the rest  of  the country saw the advent of  machine

guns and fast  cars and Al  capone types. was there ever anything approxi-

mat ing  tha t  k ind  o f  th ing  here  in  E l  Paso?

No.

No organ ized c r ime?

No,  no  organ ' i zed  c r ime.  fThere  was]  a  g rea t  dea l  o f  use  o f  mar i juana.

Slater had me wri te a ser ies on mari juana to t ry to get the drug out-

lawed.  I  spent  a  month  s tudy ing  the  drug  and i t s  e f fec t  on  c r im ina ls

in  E l  Paso.  I  smoked i t  once to  see what  the  e f fec ts  were .  A l l  i t

d id  was g ive  me a  headache,  so  I  never  t r ied  i t  aga jn  because I  don ' t

have a  lo t  o f  headaches ord inar i l y .  I  don ' t  th ink  I ' ve  had more  than

one or two in my l i fe,  a l l  f rom hangovers.  But I  went at  the study

ra ther  thorough ly ,and shor t l y  a f te r  tha t  Texas  leg is la tu re  wro te  a

s ta tu te  ou t law ing  the  use  o f  mar i juana.

I t  was  an  ex t remely  s t rong s ta tu te ,  wasn ' t  i t?

I  don ' t  reca l l  tha t ,  bu t  Texas  was the  f i rs t  s ta te  to  ou i law i t .  Then I

went  to  Mich igan,  and the  ed i to r  o f  the  Det ro i t  News fGeorge Mi11er ]  asked

me to  do  the  same th ing  up  there ,  wh ich  I  d id ;  and  i t  was  ou t lawed ' in

Mich igan.  A  federa l  s ta tu te  fo l lowed some years  la te r ,  bu t  I  can ' t  repeat

the  h is to ry  o f  i t  because tha t  was  my on ly  connect ion  w i th  i t .

You say  you s tud ied  the  use  o f  mar i juana here  in  E l  Paso.  What  e lements

of society smoked i t?

Main ly  the  c r im ina l  e lement .

I t  wasn ' t  smoked fo r  p leasure

0uts ide  o f  tha t ,  no  one tha t  I  knew o f .

by  young h ' igh  schoo l  k ids?

whatsoever of  that .  Never heard of  i t .

a t tached to  i t?  One wou ld  suppose so- -

I  knew o f  no  cases

Was there a great approbr ium

to  the  smok ing  o f  mar i juana.
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M:  As  a  mat te r  o f  fac to  i t  was  as  l i t t le  known to  the  popu la t ion  genera l l y

here  as  was LSD in  the  mfdd le  50s  in  the  Un i ted  Sta tes .  I t  hadn ' t

appeared in the marketplaces anywhere. I t  was known mainly to the

cr im ina l  e lement  and we foundra lmost  w i thout  except ion ,  tha t  the  peop le

that were in ja i l  were mari juana smokers;  and some of them were hard

drug users.  But the use of  drugs was very uncommon other than that.

E :  D id  most ly  Mex ican c r im ina ls  smoke mar i juana?

M:  Most ly ,  yes .

E:  D id  you ever  f ind  ou t  why?

M:  I  th ink  i t  was  s imp ly  because they  knew the  sources  o f  i t .  They  knew

how to  ge t  i t .

E :  D id  you ever  f ind  ou t  where  the i r  sources  were- - [ in ]  what  par t  o f  Mex ico

i t  was grown?

M:  Yes ,  I  found  ou t .  Bu t ,  aga in ,  I  can ' t  te l l  you  because  tha t ' s  escaped

my memory .  Th is  was jus t  an  inc ident  in  my l i fe .

E: But you did.  wr i te some of th is up in the paper?

M:  0h  yes .

E:  So i t  wou ld  be  in  the  o ld  f i les  i f  we wanted  to  search  fo r  i t?

M:  Yes .

E:  Genera l ,  we 've  been ta lk inq  about  cer ta in  phenomena in  E l  Paso amongst

the  c r im ina l  e lement .  We a lso  ment ioned pros t i tu t ion  dur ing  the  teens .

l r las there any marked change in how much prost i tut ion there was or the

areas where i t  existed in the '20s?

0h yes .  Yes ,  indeed.

What were those changes?

The " red  l igh t "  d is t r i c t  in  E l  Paso was c leaned ou t  dur ing  the  War- - tha t

is,  Utah Street and the part  of  i t  that  was on Santa Fe Street.  I t  was

M:

E:

M:
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jus t  c leaned  ou t ,  c losed  up .

whv?

I  guess  because the  Army ins is ted  on  i t .  I  don ' t  know.  I  wasn ' t  here ;

I  was overseas. What happened thereafter was that there was prost i tu-

t ion  in  separa te  houses .  The ho te ls  in  the  southern  par t  o f  the  c i ty ,

south of  San Antonio Street,  were whorehouses and they operated more or

less  open ly .  The po l i ce  made no a t tempt  to  c lean them out .  Th is  was

we l l  known.  I t  was  l i ke  gambl ing .  I t  con t inuedn  bu t  on  an  en t i re l y

di f ferent basis.  I  had to know a good many of  the madams because they

were sources of  news and so-on. I  remember one exper ience. At the

t ime that Harding d ' ied we were al1 very much impressed at  the Hgrg.t l - -

wi th the death of  a President.  He died in the af ternoon, and j t  took

us  un t i l  5 :00  or  6 :00  in  the  even ing  to  ge t  ou t  the  Ex t ra  about  h is  death .

I t  was a very solemn occasion to us.  We were working 1ate,  and when we

got through I  said,  "Let 's go on over to Ju{rez and get a dr ink at  the

Central . "  So we went to Juirez and we moved into the caf is ide of  the

bar instead of  going into the saloon proper.  There was an El  Paso madam

from South  Stan ton  St ree t [n  the  f i rs t  booth ]  Her  name was B i11y  tn l i l son .  As  I  came

in  she sa id ,  "What 's  wrong w i th  you,  Marsha l l?  You look  so  so lemn

faced . "  I  sa id ,  "B i11y ,  d idn ' t  you  know the  Pres iden t  o f  the  Un i ted

Sta tes  d ied  th is  a f te rnoon?"  She sa id ,  "Wel l ,  the  he l l  w i th  tha t  o ld

son-o f -a -b ' i t ch .  He 's  no  be t te r  than I  am."  I  thought  i t  was  te r r ib le

a t  the  t ime,  bu t  a  l i t t le  la te r  I  rea l i zed  she had h is  number  be fore

anybody e lse  d id .  [Laughter ]

She was a very percept ive woman. Did you know any other madams here

jn  E l  Paso? Do you reca l l  any  names?



M :

93

Bess  Mah ler ,  Jean ie  Harmon;  and tha t ' s  about  i t .  I  can ' t  reca l l  many

names -

Were they big madams--big names in the t rade?

0h no. I  wouldn' t  say that any of  them compared with these characters

tha t  have s ince  appeared in  books  about  the  Barbary  Coast ,  New 0r leans .

No,  none o f  them had tha t  degree o f  fame.  They  d idn ' t  p i le  up  dough.  But  I  do

recal l  one other incident in Jua/rez.  In le spoke of  Arnul fo Gdmez the other

day.

Yes .  ( lnJho fo r  the  benef i t  o f  the  l i s teners  was a  Genera l . )

I  had been in  the  Judrez  ja i l  tw ice ,  and th is  was the  o ther  occas ion .  h le

had a gir l f r iend, an American, whose name I  do not remember.  We always

cal led her " the woman in gray" because she always wore gray c ' lothing.

She was an habi tue'of  the Central  Cafel  I  saw her there one af ternoon.

I  had gone in by mysel f ,  and I  went over to ta lk to her;  and the next

th ing  I  knew a  coup le  po l i cemen had me and were  tak inq  me to  ja i l .  Ar -

nul fo G{mez had said that  no one lvas ever to bother his woman. As soon

as he  found ou t  tha t  he 'd  had me th rown in  ja i l  because I  was  ta lk ing  to

her,  he came over and apologized and was very,  very sorry,  etc. ,  etc.

E: Did you ever get to be fr iends with Gomez?

M:  No,  there  was no  bas is  fo r  f r iendsh ip .

E :  D id  you  ta lk  to  h im on  severa l  occas ions ,  a  few occas ions . . .?

M:  0h ,  a  number  o f  occas ions .  I  d ' i dn ' t  l i ke  h im.

E:  What  do  you reca l l  about  h im?

M:  Wel l ,  in  the  f i rs t  p1ace,  I  thought  he  was an  ignoramus.  He was a lso

a bad so ld ie r .  I  mean,  he  d idn ' t  unders tnad mi l i ta ry  a f fa i rs  very  we l l .

I  had  some d iscuss ions  w i th  h im a long  mi l i t a ry  l i nes ,  and  tha t ' s  how I

happened to  d ' i scover  tha t .  I  d js l i ked  h is  persona l i t y ;  he  was too

damned arrogant,  too sel f - important.

E:
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E ;  Gene ra l ,  we ' r e  t a l k i ng  abou t ' l i f e  on  t he  bo rde r .  Abou t  wha t  yea r  d i d

you  f i na l l y  dec ide  to  l eave  E l  Paso?

June o f  1927.

What  d id  you do  upon leav ing  E1 Paso?

Wel l ,  I  had received of fers f rom the Detroi t  News to come up there as

a humor columnist ,  and I  had rece' ived of fers f rom the [Los Angeles]

Examiner to come out there as a reporter. The offer from the Examiner

was twice that of  the News, and I  took the News because I  wouldn' t  work

fo r  Rando lph  Hears t  under  any  cond i t ions .

D id  you ever  meet  Wi l l iam Rando lph  Hears t?

No,  no .  I  on ly  had  one  co l l i s ion  w i th  h im.  A t  the  t ime he  d ied ,  T ime

Magazine had sent a correspondent out [ to see me],  Pete Braestrup. They

were going to do a cover story on me under the heading of  "The Press.  "

Pete was out there for  a week and they had a photographer out gett ing al l

k inds of  p ictures.  Just  [36 hours before] they were to run the story on me,

hl i l l iam Randolph Hearst  d ied and he got the cover!  [Laughter]  That was

my only exper ience with him. I  fe l t  l ike 0l iver Hereford.  l , ' lhen he was

of fe red  a  job  by  Hears t  he  w i red  [ tha t ]  the  on ly  th ing  in  wh ich  he  wou ld

jo in  Hears t  was  a  su ic ide  pac t !  I  fe l t  the  same way about  h im.  But  a t

any rate,  my disagreement f inal ly,  wi th Slater,  came out of  the Thomason/

Davis campaign. I  th ink I  to ld you that.  At  that  t ime, we owned the

T imes a lso ;  I  was  work ing  as  C i ty  Ed i to r  and Co lumnis t  o f  the  Hera ld  and

I  was  work ing  as  Spor ts  Ed i to r  co lumnis t  and Ed i to r ia l  wr j te r  o f  the

T imes.  I  had four  jobs , 'and ac tua l l y  i t  took  th ree  men to  rep lace  me

when I  le f t .  Bu t  I  was  work ing  18  hours  a  day  and I  knew I  cou ldn ' t

keep tha t  up  indef in i te ly ,  so  I  was  g lad  to  ge t  ou t  o f  here .  I  made

the decis ion to leave in June and I  presented my resignat ion ef fect ive

in  90  days .  I  ac tua l l y  le f t ' i n  September .  I  remember ,  two days  be fore

E:
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I  l e f t ,  S la te r  ca l led  me in .  He  was  leav ing  on  a  t r i p ,  and  I  to ld

h im I  was  coming in  to  take  leave o f  h im.  He sa id ,  "Are  you cer ta in

you  w i l l  no t  change  your  m ind?"  and  I  sa id ,  "No ,  my  mind  i s  made up . "

He sa id ,  "Wel l ,  i f  you  wou ld  s tay  one o f  course :  !0u  know the  p ' lace  is

open.  I  rea l i ze  you are  the  on ly  person on  th is  paper  who has  rea1 ly

leve led  w i th  me on a l l  occas ions . "  I  wou ld  f igh t  w i th  h im,  you see,

and the  o thers  wou ldn ' t .  They 'd  s imp ly  take  h is  o rders .

Was he sorry to see you go, then?

Wel l ,  apparent ly  he  was.  I  wou ld  v is i t  h im when I 'd  come back  to  E l

Paso,  bu t  I  thought  he 'd  p re t ty  we l l  los t  h is  bear ings- - tha t  he  was

no 
' longer  

accute  about  bus iness  a f fa i rs  o r  about  po ' l i t i ca l  a f fa i rs .  I

thought that  the paper was on i ts way out-- that  i t  was fai l  ing under

h im.  I  d idn ' t  wan t  to  be  he ld  respons ib le  fo r  tha t  fa i l u re .  He  wou ld

do very ,  very  s tup id  th ings .  So,  I  saw no fu tu re  here .  A lso ,  I  had

concluded that I  had gone as far  as I  could ever go in the Southwest.

My ' income was ac tua l l y  $ . I . |00  a  month  a t  the  t ime I  le f t  E l  Paso,  wh ich

was big money in 1927. I  had, in addi t ion to these retainers f rom

Eastern papers,  my salary.  I  was gett ing a salary f rom a copper league,

you see,  so  I  was  we l l  f i xed .  And I  had made a  s take .  I  th ink  I 'm

repeat ing here,  now. By that t ime I  had money in the bank. I  had gone

through th ree  bank  fa i lu res ,  bu t  I 'd  learned a  l i t t le  someth ing  f rom each

one of  them. So, I  knew i t  was t ime to move on. I  could af ford to do

i t  f inanc ia l l y  and I  cou ldn ' t  a f fo rd  to  s tay  here- - tha t rs  what  i t

amounted to.  I  loved the ci ty--a ' lways have loved i t .  But i t  was no

longer any place for me.

Thank you, General .  Perhaps in the near future we could interview you

with regard to what you did af ter  you lef t  El  Paso.

0K.
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[s th  in terv iew sess ion,  Ju ly  l l , . |975]

Genera l ,  in  the  las t  sess ion  we had,  we ta lked  about  your  leav ing

El Paso and leaving the El  Paso Helald. .and going on to greener pastures.

l , lhat  d id you do af ter  you lef t  El  Paso?

I went to the Detroi t  Ngws as a humorist .  For about s ix months I  had

been doing a humor col  umn for them down here in addi t ion to my other

work.  I  was gett ing $50 or $. |00 a week for i t .  They wanted i t  just  to

see i f  they wanted me. That was running in the Detroi t  News before I

ever got up there.  But on the day that I  met the Edi tor  in Chief  of

the Dgtroit News, the day after I arrived in Detroit--it was the 30th

of September--we had a lengthy conversat ion in which he asked me what I

wro te  ou ts ide  o f  humor .  I  sa id ,  " I  can  wr i te  any th ing  on  the  newspaper . "

I  sa id ,  " f 'm a  very  good Spor ts  Wr i te r ,  I  know tha t . "  He sa id ,  "You

jus t  fo rge t  about  spor ts ;  tha t ' s  no  means to  an  end. "  He sa id ,  " I f  you

want  too  do  i t  once in  a  wh i1e ,  bu t  dc in ' t  pursue i t .  Not  one man in  a

thousand ge ts  anywhere  wr i t ing  spor ts . "  We11,  I  sa id ,  "Apar t  f rom tha t

I  can  do  any  job  on  a  newspaper - - I  can  do  ed i to r ia ls ,  o r  wr i te  soc ie ty ,

o r  do  any th ing . "  And  he  sa id ,  "A l1  r igh t .  Tha t ' s  wha t  we ' re  go ing  to

have you do .  Your l l  be  ra ted  here  as  an  ed i to r ia l  wr i te r .  Bes ides

your  humor  co lumn we ' l l  expec t  ed i to r ia ls  f rom you,  bu t  you  can have the

run of  the paper.  You can wri te for  any department you want to.  We

don ' t  have anybody in  the  newspaper  tha t  can  do  tha t  k ind  o f  th ing .  You

can go  as  fa r  as  you want  to  go . "  Then he  cont inued- -he  sa id ,  " I  want

you to buy a house here and sett le down. I  recommend you look out in

the  Redford  area- - tha t ' s  a  p re t ty  good res idence area  and I  th ink  you '11

be happy there . "  I  sa id ,  "Mr .  Mi l le r ,  I  am not  go ing  to  do  tha t . "  He
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sai  d,  r r ln lhy not?" I  said,  "Because anyt ime I  buy a house here and

set t le  down I 'm f i xed  w i th  th is  newspaper ;  and I  don ' t  ever  want  a

newspaper to have me at  i ts mercy.  Anyt ime that I 'm not making what I

th ink  I  shou ld  earn  here ,  I ' l l  qu i t .  I  won ' t  ask  fo r  a  ra ise ,  because

anyt ime tha t  I 'm no t  sa t is fy ing  you w i th  my work  I  know you '11  le t  me

go.  So tha t ' s  fa i r  enough on  bo th  s ides .  That ' s  the  way I  p re fe r  to

have  i t . "  And  he  sa id ,  "Someth ing  te l l s  me you ' re  go ing  to  go  a  long

way in newspaper work."  He put me out on the street for  30 days to learn

the  c i ty ,  g iv ing  me var ious  ass ignments  dea l ing  w i th  the  more  we l l -known

characters in Detroi t  and drumming up stor ies.  Then I  came back [o the

news sanctum]and from that t ime on I  was si tuated with the so-cal led

bra ins  o f  the  papers- - the  ed i to r ia l  wr i te rs  and the  ass is tan t  ed i to rs .

That ' s  where  I  remained la rge ly  dur ing  the  years  un t i l  Wor ld  War  I I ,

though I  cont inued to wr i te for  sports and wri te for  Sunday magazine and

wri te for  var ious departments.  There was one Sunday when I  had eleven

art ic les in eleven di f ferent departments of  the paper.  [ f f ,ut  was my top.

I  was descr ibed as "The News Roustabout. ' t

Precise' ly what year was this?

Start ing the 30th of  September,  1927.

I  assume Det ro i t  was  a  fa i r l y  exc i t ' i ng  town,  see ing  as  how Ch icago

cer ta in ly  was an  exc i t ing  town a t  tha t  t ime.  What  a re  your  reco l lec t ions

about  the  s t ree ts  o f  Det ro i t ,  M ' i ch igan,  a t  tha t  t ime? What  was go ing  on?

0f  course ,  i t  was  a  border  c i ty ,  and boot legg ing  was a  main  indus t ry

there .  The Purp le  Gang was the  we l l -known c rowd o f  hood lums in  Det ro i t .

They  were  as  no tor ious  in  the i r  t ime as  was A l  Capone 's  gang in  Ch icago.

So, i t  was a very rough community in that  sense. Mi l ler  wrote me before

I  wen t  up  there .  He  sa id ,  "You ' re  go ing  to  be  d isappo in ted  in  th i s  c i t y .

You ' l l  f i nd  tha t  i t ' s  no t  a  c i t y .  I t ' s  no t  o rgan ic  a t  a l l .  I t ' s  l i ke

a  min ing  camp.  I t  has  no  d i rec t ion .  The communi ty  has  no  rea l  leadersh ip .
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The heads of  the motor industry are more interested in New York and

New York society than they are fn Detroi t .  They're l ike the lumber

barons  were  in  the i r  t ime- - they  d idn ' t  care  about  the  c i ty  e i ther .  And

so the c ' i ty  goes along pret t !  much leader less.rr  I  found out i t  vvgs

tha t  way .  I  had to ld  Mr .  Mi l le r  about  my in te res t  in  Mex ico  in  our

in j t ia l  conversa t ion .  He sa id ,  "You ' l l  be  g iven an  oppor tun i ty  to  pur -

sue i t .  You can go to Mexico once a year for  two or three months iust

to  roam the  Repub l ic  and d ig  up  s to r ies . "  That ,  o f  course ,  vvas  a  ra re

opportuni ty because the Detrgi t  News did not go in for  foreign corres-

pondence to any' large extent.  They had one man in London, and that was

about  a l l .  Bu t  tha t  kep t  me in  contac t  no t  on ly  w i th  Mex ico ,  bu t  w i th

the Southwest dur ing the years that  I  was working with the paper.  I

had had,  as  I  sa id ,  unusua l  success  here  in  E l  Paso.  I t  con t inued tha t

way in  Det ro i t .  I  was  mov ing  r igh t  f rom the  beg inn ing  in  ra ther  p romi -

nent c i rc les in the comrnuni ty,  but  for  other reasons that gave me inf luence in

the Southwest.  Once again I  was with horses up there.  Detroi t  had

polo,  and i t  was a great hunt ing community.  fThere were] several  very

prominent  hunt ' ing  and r id ing  c lubs  in  the  c i ty .  Immedia te ly  I  became

aff i l iated with them and was short ly judging horse shows there;  and by

the t ime I  was there the second year I  was president of  the Polo Assocja-

t ion  and was runn ing  i t s  a f fa i rs .  I  was  do ing  i t  because I  loved i t "and

i t  was  an  avocat iona l  pursu i t  w i th  me.  Th is ,  I  th jnk ,  had as  much to

do w i th  my connect ions  as  any th ing  e1se,  because the  pres idents  o f  the

motor companies and so on were members of  the hunt c lubs.  I  got  to know

them very wei l  personal ly,  l ike C. E. l , r l i lson who later became Secretary

of Defense for the Uni ted States.  We were on the same horse show board

for  about  s ix  years  in  Det ro i t .

Was th is  "Motor  Char ley"?



99

M:  Yes- -  "Eng ine  Char ley . "  In te res t ing ly  enough,  I  reca l l  tha t  jn  '1940,

when General  Motors had i ts exhibi t  of  what i t  was making for the war

e f fo r t ,  I  went  to  i t  and  I  ran  in to  "Eng ine  Char ley . "  He suggested  tha t

we have d inner  together  a t  the  Recess  C lub ,  wh ich  was in  the  F isher

Bu i ld ing  across  f rom the  Genera l  Motors  Bu i ld ing  in  Det ro i t .  We sa t  there

with one of  their  men who I  d id not know at the t ime, but he was head of

Genera l  Motors  Pub l ic  Re la t ions .  Char ley  sa id  to  me,  "S lam,  I  want  you

to ta lk to me as extensively as you can on the mi l i tary,  because I  knsw

abso lu te ly  no th ing  about  the  mi l i ta ry ;  and I ' l l  ta lk  to  you f ree ly  about

Genera l  Motors .  You ask  me any  ques t ions  tha t  you  w ish . "  Wel l ,  we

started, and when he got ta lk ing on General  Motors th is other gent leman

woul d interrupt and say, " l^ le l  I  now, Mr.  Wi I  son, I  don' t  th ink you shoul  d

say  tha t .  Here 's  the  way  I ' d  pu t  i t . "  F ina l l y  I  sa id ,  "Who i s  th i s  gen t le -

man?"  He  sa id ,  "We l l ,  he 's  head  o f  ou r  Pub l i c  Re la t ions  and  I  have  to

go a long w i th  h im. "  But ,  the  reason I  make the  po in t  i s  [ tha t ]  w i th in

a few years th is man was Secretary of  Defense for the Uni ted States,  and

he had to ld  me in  p r iva te  tha t  he  knew abso lu te ly  no th ing  about  mi ' l i ta ry

af fa i rs.  As a matter of  fact ,  at  the t ime he was appointed Secretary

o f  Defense,  I  was  f l y ing  in  a  p ' lane  w i th  one o f  the  V ice-Pres idents

o f  Genera l  Motors ,  B i l l  Boyer ,  to  C leve land,  to  see the i r  l iqh t  tank

product ion down there.  The message came over a radio that  C. E. Wi lson

had been appointed as Secretary of  Defense. Boyer said to me, "Wel l ,

tha t  must  be  C.  E .  Wf lson o f  Genera l  E lec t r i c .  I t  can ' t  be  'Eng ine

Char ley '  because he  doesn ' t  know any th ing  about  the  mi l i ta ry . "  And h is

course as Secretary of  Defense general ly wel l  proved that he didn' t

know any th ing  about  the  mi l i ta ry .

E: Why do you say that precise' ly? Could you give us some outstanding examples

of  what  you thought  were  h is  de f ic ienc jes?
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[He had] no sense of  organizat ion whatsoever.  I  was on the Special  Opera-

t ions Commission of  the Department of  Defense dur ing the t ime that he was

Secre tary r  dnd we spent  th ree  years  t ry ing  to  f ind  ou t  who cou ' ld  make a

dec is ion  in  the  Defense es tab l i shment ;  and we never  were  ab le  to  so lve  the

prob' lem. He over-elaborated the organizat ion;  he had contempt for  a l l

m i l l i ta ry  peop le ;  h0  ta lked  to  Genera ls  as  i f  they  were  scrubs .  He 'd  say ,

"Get  Brad ley  up  here i "  o r  "Get  so-and-so  up  here , "  as  i f  he  were  ta lk ing

about a servant.  He never understood that the mi l i tary had digni ty

that needed to be respected.

He wasn ' t  one o f  your  favor i te  s tudents  on  mi l i ta ry  a f fa i rs ,  then?

No.  He cer ta in ly  wasn ' t .  lThere  was]  one th ing  tha t  d id  happen to  me fo r

the  worse  when I  went , to  Det ro i t .  Up t i l l  the  t ime I  le f t  E l  Paso I

was  assoc ia t ing  w i th  ind iv idua ' l s  l i ke  Temy A l len  and Lew Hershey ,  who la te r

became head of  the draf t ;  and John Lucas, who became a Corps Commander;  and

Harry Chamberlain;  and Hap Gay, who later became Patton's Chief  of  Staf f ,

and so  on .  Out  o f  th is  assoc ia t ion  I  was  a lso  ge t t ing  an  educat ion  in

the  mi l i ta ry .  I  re fe r  par t i cu la r ly  to  a  F i rs t  Sergeant  o f  F . .Troop o f

the 7th Cavalry,  a man named Ed Carey,who was an old-t imer.  I  learned

more from Ed, I  th ink,  than from any of  the professors that  I  ever had

about what the Army was l ike.  But,  as soon as I  went to Detroi t  those

contacts dropped of f ,  and up there I  knew only I ron Mike 0,Daniel  who

was then a l4ajor and later became a Three Star General ,  and was a very

good f r iend  o f  mine  a t  the  t ime.  I  kep t  con tac t  w i th  C.  P .  Summera l l ,

former Chief  of  Staf f .  But my mi l i tary c i rc le r l tas V€Flr  very l imi ted

indeed up  there .  So I  d id  p rac t ica l l y  no  mi l i ta ry  wr i t ing  fo r  the

Detroi t  News except as I  would wr i te about revolut ions and work as a

war  comespondent ,  wh ich  is  an  en t ' i re ly  d i f fe ren t  th ing  than be ing  a

mi I ' i  tary cri t i  c.

E :

M:
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E:  You ment ioned C. E. t ,n l i lson. What other prominent members of  Detroi t

soc ie ty  d id  you converse  w i th  dur ing  tha t  t ime?

M :  I  c a n ' t  r e m e m b e r  a n y  t h a t  I  d i d n r t  k n o w o  r e a l l y .

E: You knew just  about every prominent member of  soc' iety?

M: That 's correct .  For instance, Frank l4urphy, who later became

a Supreme Court  Just ice,  was a very c lose fr iend of  m' ine.  I

saw him through the years when he was moving from Judge up to

Mayor of  the c i ty,  and Governor of  the state,  and f inal ly Governor

Genera l  in  the  Ph i l ipp ines ,  and then Supreme Cour t  Jus t ice .  I

have many let ters f rom him in my scrapbooks. I  recal l  at  the t ime

that he was running for hjs second term for Governor.  The Derno-

crat ic Commit tee of  the state came to me and told me that they'had

t r ied  to  ge t  h fm to  change h is  mind  on  a  cer ta in  i ssue- -and I

don' t  remember what the issue was now. He was adamant.  He said,

" I 'm qo ing  to  take  tha t  pos i t ion  and I  cannot  change i t .  That ' s

the  way my consc ience te l l s  me to  go . "  And they  sa id ,  "You have

more  in f luence w i th  h im than we do .  ln l i l l  you  wr i te  h im and te l l

h im tha t  you  th ink  he  shou ld  chanse h is  pos i t ion?"  l , r lh ich  I  d id ,

and he  wro te  me say inq ,  " I f  I ' ve  go t  to  be  de fea ted  on  th is  i ssue,

then Mjch igan ought  to  have a  new Governor ,  because tha t ' s  the

way I  fee l .  I  have no  qua lms about  my pos i t ion  a t  a l l .  I 'm ready

to  take  de fea t  i f  I 'm wrong on  i t . "  He was tha t  way  a l l  the  way

through. Lr lhen he was Mayor,  for  instance, again my edi tor  to ld

me that he wanted me to talk to Murphy to get him to qo for the

Appo in t i ve  Jud ic ia ry  as  aga ins t  the  E lec t i ve  Jud ic ia ry .  He  sa ido

"Te l l  Murphy  tha t  i f  he  w i l l  do  tha t  we w i l l  suppor t  h im. "  I

wen t  to  h im and  he  sa id ,  "Sam,  I  can ' t  do  i t .  I  don ' t  be l ieve  in
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i t .  That ' s  no t  the  democra t ic  way . Further than

tha t ,  look  a t  the  Federa l  Bench.  You ' l l  f ind  ius t  as  many cor rup t

judges  in  the  Federa l  Jud ic ia ry  as  you '1 . l  f ind  jn  the  E lec t ive

Jud ic ia ry .  Te l l  Mr .  M i l l e r  tha t  I 'm  sor ry  tha t  I  don ' t  have  h is

suppor t ,  bu t  I  wou ldn ' t  change fo r  tha t  reason. "  Then,  when he

was defeated for Governor I  wrote him again to express my regret

a t  h i s  de fea t  and  he  sa id ,  " I 'm  no t  chagr ined  abou t  i t  a t  a l l .  I

shou ld  be  de fea ted  i f  the  peop le  want  th is  o ther  man- - then 0K. "

I  th ink  i t  was  F i tzgera ld ,  bu t  I 'm no t  sure  who i t  was  now.  And

he sa id ,  "There 's  on ly  one job  tha t  I  know tha t  I 'm supremely

quaf i f ied  fo r ,  and tha t ' s  A t to rney  Genera l  o f  the  Un i ted  Sta tes ,  bu t

I  w i l l  never  qe t  j t . "  Wel l ,  jus t  a  few weeks  a f te r  tha t  he  was

appointed Attorney General  of  the Uni ted States and he proved to

be correct .  He was a f i rst-c lass Attorney Genera' | .  Then when he

was named to the Supreme Court  I  again wrote him "Congratulat ions"

and he  wro te  back  and sa id ,  " I  ge t  no  rea l  fee l ing  about  th ' i s  a t

a l l .  I 'm no t  qua l i f ied  to  be  a  Supreme Cour t  Jus t ice .  I  was  named

to  the  Cour t  s imp ly  because I 'm a  Catho l i c  and tha t ' s  one reason

tha t  I  don ' t  fee l  j t ' s  much o f  an  honor . "  He was very  s t range tha t

way.  When I  came out  o f  Mex ico  the  las t  t ime,  Josephus Dan ie ls

to ld  me to  te l l  Murphy  tha t  i f  he  ever  ran  fo r  Pres ident  he 'd  g ive

h im fu l l  suppor t  and work  fo r  h im jn  the  South ,  because he  sa id

that Murphy was the only genuine Jeffersonian of  our t ime. I  wrote

tha t  to  Frank  and he  wro te  back  and sa id ,  "You te l l  Mr .  Dan ie ls  tha t

I  would under no circumstances run for the Pres' idency of  the Uni ted

Sta tes  because I 'm no t  qua l i f ied  to  be  Pres ident  o f  the  Un i ted
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States."  He was a strange person in many ways. He had absolute

integr i ty,  but  he was suspected up there of  befng a homo. That wasn' t

i t  a t  a l l .  He loved to  squ i re  the  women,  bu t  he 'd  never  make love  to

them. And I  happen to know what the s i tuat ion was because for months,

whi le he was Governor,  he was being taken care of  by my fr iend Dr.

Raymond W. Waggoner of  the Universi ty of  Michigan who was study' ing

h im psych ia t r i ca l l y .  Ray  to ld  me in  p r iva te ,  "Th is  man has  go t  the

la rges t  0ed ipus  complex  o f  any  ind iv idua l  I  have ever  run  in to .  I f  he

should meet a woman pnd come to love he{ t f rat  was l ' ike his mother he

wou ld  p robab ly  be  very  happ i ly  mamied. "

Supremely interest ing.

Brucker,  who later became Secretary of  the Army, vvas a f r iend of  mine

from the word "go" up there.  This was whi le he was [Michigan] Attorney

General .  The funny part  of  i t  was that whi le I  was on the T_att ler ,  the

h igh  schoo l  paper  a t  E l  Paso H igh ,  I  had in te rv iewed h im when he  was

a Sergeant wi th the Michigan Nat ional  Guard down here.

They were here on the Border?

0h yes .  So I  knew Wi l lber  jmmedia te ly  and was in  assoc ia t ion  w i th

him from the t ime I  got  there.  He jnterested me in th is respect:

His Army career was always more important to him than being in the l !o ' l i t ical ]

h ie rarchy .  To  be  L ieu tenant  and then,  I  th ink ,  a  Capta in  in  the  Ra inbow

Div is ion  was the  most  impor tan t  chapter  in  h is  l i fe .  So,  when he

was appointed Secretary of  l {ar  that  real ' ly  capped his career.  I t  was

the  most  impor tan t  job  to  h im tha t  he  cou ld  poss ib ly  ho1d.  He loved

the Army as few people do.

A s t range tu rn  in  my fo r tunes ,  aga in  a  p ivo ta l  event  in  my l i fe ,

came about  in  June o f  
. |939 .  

I  spoke about  my in t imate  re la t ionsh ip

with the hunt ing crowd and wjth the horse show crowd and the polo

E:

M:
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crowd in Detroi t .  I  was secretary of  the Horse Show Associat ion.

I 'Je hel  d nat i  onal  shows annual  1y at  the Bl  oomf ie l  d Country Cl  ub.

I  was on the microphone talk inq about the events to the people

a t  B loomf ie ld  Hunt  C lub  a t  th is  na t iona l  show around the  20 th  o f

June and I  was  h i t  by  l igh tn ing .  The on ly  th inq  tha t  saved my

l i fe  was  tha t  the ' l i gh tn ing  bo l t  h i t  the  power  l i ne  and  came

through a t ransformer before i t  h i t  me. I t  knocked me down and I

go t  up  immedia te ly  and I  thought  I  wasn ' t  hur t .  I t  was  in  a

drench ing  ra in  o f  c loudburs t  p ropor t ions ,  and when the  show was

over I  was taken to a nearby home of a f r iend of  mine, Car l ton

Higby. [He] gave me some of his c lothing to exchange for my wet

s tu f f  and we had a  few dr inks .  I  went  home and s t i l l  thought  I

had had a  lucky  escape.  The fo l low ing  morn ing  I  was  awakened w i th

a  sensat ion  in  my hands and fee t  as  i f  there  were  i ron  c laws ins ide

of  t r t y  ex t remi t ' ies  jus t  d rawinq  me up l i ke  tha t .  Then I  rea l i zed

that I  had been hurt .  I  went to the doctors and they di  scovered

that the l ighi l ing had destro.yed about 40% of my red blood cel ls.

To  make a ' long  s to ry  shor t ,  fo r  the  nex t  th ree  months  I  was  jn  a

cond i t ' i on  o f  inva l id ism.  I t  a f fec ted  my hear t  and my s tomach.  By

September I  was in a condj ton where I  had about s ix carbuncles on

my rear end and was so wretched I  couldn' t  move. I  remernber that

n igh t  we had a  d inner  engagement .  The doc tors  in  Det ro i t  wou ldn ' t

touch the carbuncles,  by the way. hle had a dinner engagement at

the ,Caggoners ,  and my w i fe  ca l led  up  Waggoner  and to ld  h im tha t  I  cbr j ldn ' t

move.  She exp la ' ined  what  was wrong and he  sa jd ,  "Wel l ,  pu t  the  b ig

s ' issy in the rear seat and you dr ive him out herre.  "  So we got out

to  h is  home.  [He]  took  me down to  h is  s tudy  and sa id ,  "Now, ' lean

over the bed there. " He took my pants down and he went over to a
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cand le  and p icked ou t  a  pocketkn i fe  and pu t  i t  th rough the  f lame o f

the  cand le ,  and then went  over  and came "Bang,  bang,  bang"  l i ke

tha t  to  the  carbunc les  and sa id ,  " l low,  don ' t  you  fee l  be t te r?"

Sudden ly  I  was  grea t ly  re l ieved.  I  was  a lmost  h i la r ious  because

of the rel ief .  Here was one doctor who had the nerve to tackle

the  prob ' lem.  I  had fa i led  to  exp la in  tha t  Waqqoner ,  in  add i t ion  to

be ing  a  psych ia t r i s t ,  was  the  grea tes t  d iaqnos t ic jan  tha t  I  ever  ran

in to ' i n  my  1 i fe .  And  we sa t  up  d r ink ing  Sco tch  un t i l  2 :00  in

the  morn ing .  We got  ta lk ing  about  war  cominq and I  sa id ,  "RaV,

i t ' s  r igh t  here  and i t  can ' t  be  avo ided.War  i s  bound to  come and

i t ' s  coming  qu ick ly .  I t  w i l l  come w i th in  a  day  o r  two .  Jus t  l i ke

tha t . "  And he  sa id ,  "Ohn you ' re  c razy .  You don ' t  know what  you ' re

ta lk ing  abou t . "  And  I  sa id ,  " I ' do .  I  know i t .  I 'm  abso lu te ly

cer ta in  o f  i t . "  Wel l ,  l ve  went  to  bed about  2 :00  and a t  5 :00  he

came and wakened me.  He sa id ,  "Come out  and l i s ten  to  the  rad io .

They ' re  bombing  Warsaw."  And tha t  was  the  beg inn ing  o f  Wor ld  l , r la r  I I .

l l l e11 ,  I ' ve  exp ' la ined th is  fo r  on ly  one reason.  Had I  been in  good

physical  condi t ion I  would have gone to the War as a comespondent,

wh ich  wou ld  have pu t  me on an  en t i re ly  d i f fe ren t  course .  The Det ro i t

News would have sent me over immediately.  But because I  was st i l l

inval jded, I  stayed put where I  was. I  started, two days af ter  the

War began, broadcasting twenty minutes every day over station t,rlt^IJ

for one reason only-- there was a man running the stat ion for  the

news, Harry Bannister,  who later became a Vice-President of  NBC.

We had been commissioned together in France, and Harry and I  would

meet  a t  lunch dur ing  the  years  and we 'd  s ta r t  ta lk ing  mi l i ta ry

af fa i rs and he was absolute ' ly  f labbergasted that I  knew so much

more about the mi l i tary than he did and that I  understood strategy
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and tac t i cs  in  a  way tha t  he  cou ldn ' t  beg in  to -  And so"  as  s00n

as the l , l lar  started he had the fdea of  get t ing me on radio to ta lk

about the War.  My f i rst  broadcast was to the ef fect  that  Poland

was qo ing  to  be  de fea ted  and over - run  w i th in  th i r ty  days ,  wh ich ,

o f  course ,  was  an  ex t remely  unpopu lar  v iew a t  tha t  t ime.  But ,

at  any rate,  i t  was his putt ing me on WlnlJ that  a couple weeks

la te r  gave the  Det ro i t  News the  idea o f  hav jng  me wr i te  a  mi l i ta ry

co lumn,  a  p rec is  on  the  War ,  say ing  what  was coming and what  was s ig -

n i f i can t  about  the  day 's  events .  I  con t inued w i th  the  broadcas t ing

and i t  had a t remendous fol lowing. I  remember on one occasion we

had 
. l0,000 

let ters come in on one broadcast that  I  had rnade--some

of them damning me as a Communist  and others damninq f f i€ as a Fascist

and so on. But,  at  any rateo the column and the broadcast together

were  mak ing  me a  cent ra l  f iqure ' in  the  a f fa i rs  o f  f l the  midWest ] .  I ' d

gone a ' lonq  fo r  about  s ix  months  w i th  th is  and I  go t  a  p ropos i t ion

from the Goodyear T'ire Company to come to New York to broadcast

f ive t ' imes a week for them for $2500. I  d idnrt  feel  tempted by i t

a t  a l l .  I  tu rned i t  down.  I  gave my w i fe  the  reason ' ing .  I  sa jd ,

"The Un i ted  Sta tes  is  go ing  to  ge t  in to  th is  War  and I 'm go ing  back

in to  the  Army because I ' l l  be  needed because I  can  do  i tn  and i f  I

take  th is  easy  money ( in  the  f i rs t  p1ace,  I  d idn ' t  want  to  go  to

New York  under  any  c i rcumstances)  i f  I  take  th is  easy  money,  I ' l l

be  look ing  fo r  easy  money the  res t  o f  my ' l i fe  and when the  War

is  over  a l l  o f  these so-ca l led  mi l i ta ry  commenta tors  o f  the  day  w i l l

be  wor th  a  d ime a  dozen.  Whereas ,  i f  I  go ' in to  the  Serv jces  and

oet  recogn ized as  an  au thor i ty  on  the  mi l i ta ry ,  my reputa t ion  in

the  pos t -War  years  w ' i11  keep  me go inc .  I ' l l  s t i l l  have  a  fo11owing . "

t r . le l l ,  that 's the way i t  worked out.
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General ,  going back to Detroi t  society in the pre-War years,

you 've  ment ioned your  acqua in tances  w i th  po ' l i t i ca1  f igures ,  w i th

f igures in the automot ive industry.  I  gather that  you must have

been acqua ' in ted  w i th  l i te ra ry  f igures  in  the  Mid-West .  I s  tha t  so?

By accident,  f rom t ' ime to t ime. I t  was more by accident than

anyth ing  e lse .  Ber t i ta  Hard ing ,  fo r  ins tance,  and P ieme Von

Passen.  I  cou ld  name twenQror  th i r ty  l i ke  tha t  tha t  moved in  and

out  o f  my 1 i fe .  Lowel l  Thomas and numerous  nove l i s ts  and so-on .

I  would meet them in var ious wayg. Sometimes i t  would be that

they were lectur ing and I  was introducjng them--something of  that

k ' ind  or  theY wou ' ld  come ca11 ing .

What element of  society would you say that you were most comfortable

wi th  a t  tha t  t ime?

The horse crowd.

You're a great sportsman, a glreat lover of  sports,

Has tha t  been th rouqhout  your  l i fe?

Is  tha t  r iqh t?

t , . le l l ,  p r imar i l y  horses :  j€S.

How long were you ' in Detroi t  as a newspaperman before they began

to send you out to Mexico every year?

Immediate ' ly .

Immediately? The f i rst  year?

No, because I  got  there the end of  1927-- the end of  September.  I

was just  f inding my way around then, but my f i rst  t r ip to Mexico was

in  I  928 .

M:

E:

M .

E:

In the summer?

I  don ' t  reca l  I  what  t ime o f  year

I  made a  t r ip  annua11y,  one sor t

I  went there on that t r ip.  Since

of  b lends  in to  another .
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E:  Do you by any chance recal l  where you were on your  b i r thday in

1928?

1928? No-

The reason I  ask is because I  bel ieve the famous Mexican President
/

Alvaro  Obregon was assass ' ina ted  on  Ju ly  17 ,1928,  and I  thought

perhaps  you might  remember  be jng  in  Mex ico  or  someth inq  l i ke  tha t .

No,  I  was  no t  in  Mex ico  a t  the  t ime he  was assass jna ted .

Could you tel  l  us about your t r ips to Mexico--your impressions of

the country when you started going down there on behal  f  of  the

Detroi t  News?

l^ le l1 ,  I  th ink  you 'd  have to  parse  the  ques t ion- -b reak  i t  down

in to  par ts .  Impress ions  o f  the  peop le  o r  impress ions  o f  the  count ry

s i  de?

Let rs  s ta r t  o f f  w i th  the  peop le .  That ' s  what  I 'm pr imar i l y  in te res ted

in,  General  .  I , lhat  k ind of  work were these people doing that you

saw? Did you travel  by t ra in,  by the way?

I t raveled by t ra in in the ear ly years because there was no other

means o f  t ranspor ta t ion ,  except  a  l im i ted  use  o f  au tomobi le .  Then,

as  rap id ly  as  a j r  serv ice  was es tab l i shed,  I  go t  w i th  tha t .  In

fac t ,  I  made the  p ioneer  f l igh t  be tween E l  Paso and Ch ihuahua C i ty

on  the  Cat  Lockheed.  I  was  the  on ly  passenger .  I t  was  qu i te  an

in te res t ing  t ime.  i  th ink  tha t  was  around February ,  1931.  I  know

it  was February and i t  was extremely stormy weather.  We had to s i t

down on the desert  three t imes between here and Chihuahua on account

o f  weather  c los ing  in .  We found land ing  p laces  where  we cou ld  a lso

take of f  and we knocked down two telephone l ' ines on the way there

and then we go t  in to  Ch ihuahua C i ty  a f te r  dark  and they  d idn ' t  have
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any land ' ing  l igh ts  on  the  f ie ld .  By  the  grace o f  God,  we made a

good landing and taxied several  hundred yards,  and then suddenly

h i t  someth ing  and the  p lane nosed over .  That  was  my f i rs t  a i rp lane

crash. la lhat  had happened Was that the commander of  the Chihuahua

gar r ison  was us ing  the  a ' i rpor t  as  a  po ' lo  f ie ld ,  and we h i t  the  s ideboards .

I t  wrecked the plane.

ln le l l ,  a t  Ieas t  he  was p lay ing  your  favor i te  spor t .  Get t ing  back

to  your  impress ions  o f  the  peop le ,  do  you have any  reco l lec t ions

abou t  pover ty ,  fo r  i ns tance ,  in  Mex ico  back  in  the  la te '20s  o r

ear ly  '30s? Would  you cons ider  i t  any  more  severe  than i t  i s  today?

Does anyth ' ing st ' ick out in your mind about that?

We1'1,  you saw poverty in varying degrees everywhere you went.

Was i t  more severe in the Uni ted States or in Mexico?

I  th ink ,  p robab ly ,  you  wou ld  no t ice  i t  more  in  the  Un i ted  Sta tes

for one reason. This is an impression. I  was struck by the degree

to  wh ich ,  in  most  Mex ican communi t ies ,  the  peop le  a round wou ld  t ry

to help the poor.  They would give them a hand here and there.

There was no organ' ized char i ty in Mexico.

No [o rgan ized ]  ins t i tu t ions?

No.  I  was  s t ruck  a lso  by  the  cont inued v io lence and b loodshed in

Mex ico .There  was an  amaz ing  degree o f  i t .  I  reca l l  one t ime

leav ing  my w i fe  a t  Mazat l {n  and I  was  go ing  over  to  the  Gu l f  Coasts ta tes '

wh i le  I  was  gone- - th ' i s  was  a round '33  o r '34 - - the re  was  an

ep' i  sode there ,  a r i  va1 ry between po' l  i  t i  ca1 part ' ies .  I  don' t  recal  I

exact ly the nature of  the th ing, but there was suddenly an execu-

t ion  o f  26  ind iv idua ls ,  I  mean,  a  th ing  much la rger  than the  St .

Va len t ine 's  Massacre  in  Ch icago.  My w i fe  was shocked by  i t .  Bu t
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by the t ime that I  got  back to Mazat lan the community had almost forgotten

i t .  I  reca l l  another  t ime I  was  in  a  bar  [ in  the  cap i ta l  o f  M icnoacatn ] .

This was at  noon t ime. A guy comes in,  moves to hold the bartender up,

and acc identa l l y  pu l l s  the  t r igger  and knocks  o f f  the  bar tender 's  thumb.

The bartender picked up a pistol  f rom the bar and just  shot him through

the brain.  They dragged him out,  and that was al l  there was to i t .  In

la te r  years - - I  th ink  th is  was 
. |938- - I  

was  w j th  Sherwood Anderson,  a  nove" l i s t ;

and Mi les  Fur long,  who was Deputy  Commiss ioner  o f  Po l i ce  in  Det ro i t ;  and

Gi lda Gray, the old shimmy dancer.  She was an old f r iend of  mine

from Detroit days. We were in front of the Seven Seas bar in the square

there at  Alcapulco.  We were staying at  the El  Mirador Hotel .  The guy

who was the "3 'efe"-- the mayordomo of our hotel--came walking down the

s idewalk  toward  us .  Sudden ly  f rom beh ' ind  the  wa l l  o f  the  bu i ld ing  where

we were standing, two guys jump out and put thefr  knives through his

back. One takes h ' is pistol  and shoots him through the stomach and they

run .  He  was  no t  k i l l ed ,  bu t  you  cou ld  te l l  he  was  in  a  dy ing  cond i t i on .

ln le lef t  h im with Gi lda Gray and Sherwood Anderson. Gi lda Gray was fanning

h im and g iv ing  h im water ,  wh ich  was the  wors t  th ing  to  do  w i th  anyone

who has been shot through the stomach. Fur long and I  ran for the nearest

pol iceman. The pol iceman saidn " l r ' le don' t  pay any at tent ion to anyth ' ing

l i ke  tha t .  I t ' s  a  Un ion  mat te r ;  l e t  i t  go . "  Fur long  spoke  good  Span ish

and was arguing with him. Then we went for  a doctor.  l , r |e found the doctor. . .

no ,  they  shot  h im in  the  back ,  I 'm sor ry ,  no t  in  the  s tomach;  i t  was  in

the back. But the bul let  lodged in his stomach. t , r le exp' la ined to the

doctor what had happend and he sa*d, "Where was he hi t?" I
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sa id ,  " In  the  back . "  The  doc to r  sa id ,  "We l l ,  i f  t hey ' re  sho t

in the back they never get better.  "  So we iust  went back there

and stayed with the ouy unt i l  he was dead. These were typ' ica ' l

inc idents ,  bu t  they  were  shock ing  t0  me.

E: I  just  marvel  at  the amount of  v io lence that you've encountered

in your l i fe--even by the t ime you were 40 years o1d. Do you

at t r ibu te  i t  to  the  breaks?

M:  0h  yes"  I  th ink  so .  S t range ,  f l ukey  th ings .  A re  we  s t i l l  t a l k ing

for the record?

Yes.  Wou ld  you l i ke  fo r  us  no t  to  be?

No,  tha t ' s  a l l  r igh t .  I  can  never  qu i te  unders tand ' i t  myse l f - -

how and why i t  happened. I  recal l  one extremely interest ing

episode from that per iod.  I  was f ly ing into M6rida and I  wanted

to get down to Honduras. I made a reservat' ion for the next Pan Am

plane that came through. When I  got  out to the plane they had sold

my seat  to  somebody e lse .  0 f  course ,  I  was  angry  as  he l l ,  Bu t

tha t  p lane c rashed on  i t s  way  to  Honduras  and everyone was k i l led .

Soo I  went back to Mexico Ci ty and amanged to take another Pan Am

p' lane.  The p lanes  on ly  came th rough once a  week in  Mdr ida .  I

amanged to take another Pan Am f l iqht  out  of  Mexico Ci ty and

exact ly the same thing happened to me. Somebody else had been sold

my seat ,  So I  d idn ' t  ge t  aboard  tha t  p lane and tha t  p lane h i t  the

top  o f  Ix tacc ihuat l  and everybody was k i l led .  So I  sa id ,  " I 'm

through w i th  f l y ing .  The he l l  w i th  i t .  I 'm go ing  to  s tay  on  the

ground from now on."  Then the War came along and I  was doing more

f l y ing  than  I  ever  d id  in  my  l i f e i
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Genera l ,  when you weren ' t  b rush ing  w i th  death  in  Mex ico . . .

I  don ' t  th ink  th i s  was  b rush inq  w i th  dea th .  I  don ' t  th ink  you

rea ' l1y  have  c lose  ca l l s .  I  mean i t .  I f  you  escape  i t ,  i t  i sn ' t

a  c lose  ca l l .

Tha t ' s  an  in te res t ing  po in t  o f  v jew.  I ' d  l i ke  fo r  you  to  te l l  me

about  your  reco l lec t ions  o f  Mex ico  C i ty  dur ing  the  
. l930s .  What

p laces  wou ld  you f requent - - the  res taurants ,  the  n igh tc lubs ,  tha t

k ind  o f  th ing ;  n igh t  l i fe  in  Mex ico  C i ty  dur : ing  the  '30s? You

must be an expert  on that.

Not real ' ly .  I  remember one place that I  used to always go to that

was on the [Paseo] de la Reforma, a couple of  b locks towards

Chapultepec Cast: le f rom Sanborns. I t t  was] a French restaurant that

a lways  had good bou l l iaba ise . [The l4arse i l les ]  I  wou ld  go  there  qu i te  regu ' la r ly

I  d idn ' t  go  in  much  fo r  n igh t  1 i fe .  I t  d idn ' t  i n te res t  me.  0u ts ide

of  tha t ,  I  have l i t t le  reco l lec t ion  o f  Mex ' i can  ea t ing  p laces  [except  Prendes] .

I  shou ld  add th is :  Mex ico  c i ty  a ' lways  d id  someth ing  to  me tha t  no  o ther

p ' lace  d id ,  and I  cannot  exp la in  th is .  Mex ico  C i ty  had an  e f fec t

on  me o f  th is  k ind :  immedia te ' l y  a r ;  I  h i t  the  c i ty  I  b r - ' came a f f l i c ted

by an i r i tense state of  depression and I  became a hypochondr iac.

A l l  k inds  o f  imag ' inary  d jseases  wou ld  h i t  me- -my s tomach,  my hear t ,

e tc . ,  e tc ,  And th js  wou ld  take  about  a  week to  wear  o f f .  Dur ing

those days I  was go' ing through the tortures of  the damned. i t

was  no t  a  mat te r  o f  a l t i tude  because I 'd  go  to  h igher  a l t i tudes .

To Taxco,  fo r  example ,  wou ldn ' t  bo ther  me a t  a l l .  Be ing  a t  a

h igh  a l t i tude  was a  fami l ' i a r  exper ience,  bu t  I  a lways  go t  i t  in

Mexico Ci ty.  I  remember when I  was with Sherwood Anderson in Mexico

Ci ty "and A lcapu ' l co ,  I  descr ibed th is  cond i t ion  to  h im.  When I

le f t  h jm in  A lcapu lco  a f te r  the  inc jdent  tha t  I  jus t  ment ioned- - I

t r .

M:
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qot fed up at  that  t ime and went on back to Mexico Ci ty--and I

said I 'd meet him there.  Then I  went of f  to Pachuca or some such

place, and I  got  back to the Gdneve Hotel  and here was a note f rom

Sherwood--that he'd come back to Mexico Ci ty and that what I  had

descr ibed had h i t  h imo and he  cou ldn ' t  s tand i t ,  and  he  was go ing

for the border iust  as fast  as he could go. So, I  know that the

cond i t ion  was no t  jus t  pecu l ia r  to  me.  A t  leas t  one o ther  person

has exper ienced i t .  One genera l  impress ion  o f  be inq  in  Mex ico  a t

tha t  t ime,  tha t  I ' ve  no t  touched on ,  was  the  in f in i te  k indness  w i th

which I  was treated as a v is i tor  anywhere I  went.  I  would say

th is  was espec la l l y  so  in  Yucatdn .  The gent les t  peop le  tha t  I

ever  met  in  Mex ico  l i ve  in  Yucat in .  And inc identa l l y ,  they ' re

a lso  the  c lean l ies t  peop le  tha t  I ' ve  ever  met .  You  know,  i t ' s

i ron ic ,  bu t  there 's  no  p lace  in  Mex jco  where  water  i s  as  scarce

as  i t  i s  in  Yucat fn ,  and i t  seems to  have the  oppos i te  e f fec t

on them. They pr ize l t  more and they're more immaculate in their

d ress  and more  c lean ly  in  the i r  hab i ts  than peop le  e lsewhere .

The oniy explanat ion I  can f ind was that they pr ize water and make

the  bes t  use  o f  i t .

A  very  in te res t ing  observa t ion .  Genera l ,  I  be l ieve  you once made

reference to an evening you spent wi th Sherwood Anderson just  before

the  ou tbreak  o f  the  War  in  a  res taurant ,  a t  a  ho te l  in  Mex ico  C i ty .

Yes .

Cou ld  you recount  tha t  inc ident  fo r  us ,  p lease?

Yes.  Th is  was ino  I  th ink ,  March  o f  1938.  We were  s tay ing  a t

i t  was

the day

the Gdneve Hotel and there was a German restaurant about two

b locks  away.  I  th ink

d inner ,  and  th is  was

Bef inghausens. We went there for

that the German troops had marched into
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and pract ica l  ly  everyone

else in the restaurant was German. They were having a great ly

fest ive t ime on account of  the German victory in Austr ia.  I t  was

get t ing  on  Sherwood 's  nerves  and he  sa id  to  me,  " I ' l l  be t  you  $20

you  haven ' t  go t  ne rve  enough  to  say lThe  he l l  w i th  H i t l e r . " '  Jus t

then  the ' l i gh ts  wen t  ou t  and  I  ye l led ,  "Your re  taken . "  and  I  j umped

up and shouted, "The hel  I  wi th Hf t ler .  "  l^ l i th in 30 seconds the

l igh ts  were  on  aga in  and the  Germans were  a l l  look ing  around,  wonder -

ing  who the  he l l  had ye l led .  But  a t  any  ra te ,  Sherwood pa ' id  o f f .

He was a  v ic t im o f  c i rcumstances .

E:  D id  any  o f  the  peop le  a t  nearby  tab les  rea l i ze  tha t  i t  was  you

tha t  had jumped up?

M:  No,  I  don ' t  th ' ink  so .  I  d isp laced a  few fee t  so  they  w"$-u ldn ' t

know. l^le went on from there to Alcapulcoo and I remember when we

got to Taxco we stopped and had a bott le of  wine. His wi fe was

fol lowing us in the car wi th a f r iend of  hers f rom New York--Mary

Bennet t ,  whose husband had made h is  fo r tune in  Chester f ie ld  c igar -

et tes;  he was the advert is ing wizard that had promoted that c igaret te--and

when we got through the bott le of  wine, Anderson said,  "Come on,

le t ' s  ge t  in  the  ca r  and  keep  on  go ing . "  I  sa id ,  "You ' re  c razy .

Look ,  th is  i s  a  good p lace  to  spend the  n igh t . "  He sa id ,  "We are

no t  go ing  to  s tay  in  Taxco . "  I  sa id ,  "We ' l l ,  l ook .  The  on ly  th ing

ahead  o f  us  i s  Igua la ,  and  i t ' s  d i r t y  and  f lea  bound .  I t r s  rea1 ly

a miserable p ' lace way down in the bottoms and we' l l  have a bad

n i ght there. rr rrt, l le are not goi ng to stay ' in Taxco . " I sa i d ,

"A l l  r igh t .  You ' re  runn ing  the  car .  Go ahead. "  So we s ta r t  on

down the mountain and af ter  a few minutes he said,  " I  guess you

want  to  know why we d idn ' t  s tay  in  Taxco. "  I  sa id ,  "Frank1y ,  I

don ' t  g i ve  a  damn now. "  He  sa id ,  " l , l j e l l ,  I 'm  go ing  to  te l ]  you . ' ,
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I  sa id ,  "We l l ,  I  knew you  wou1d. "  He  sa id ,  "MV f i r s t  w i fe  I i ves

in  Taxco . "  Then  I  rea l ' l y  b lew.  I  sa id ,  "We l l ,  wha t  the  he l l ,

Sherwood. I f  my f i rst  wi fe was in Taxco I 'd go to her and s ' lap her

on  the  can  and  say ,  'K id ,  have  a  d r ink . " '  He  sa id ,  "Yeah ,  bu t

you weren ' t  mar r ied  to  my f i rs t  w i fe . "  I  sa id ,  "That 'was  your  mis -

fortune."  He said,  "Do you want to know the story?" I  saido " I t

j snr ta  c .ase  i f  whether  I  want  to  know i t .  You ' re  go ing  to  te l l  i t

t o  me,  so  go  ahead . "  "We l l r "  he  sa id ,  "when  I  was  f i r s t  s t rugg l ing

as  a  wr i te r  I  had a  smal l  bus iness ;  and a t  tha t  t ime we were  no t

doing too wel l .  She would come up to my room and pick up my manu-

scr ipts and tear them up and say, 'Sherwood, what are you doing?

You ' re  jus t  was t ing  your  t ime and you ' re  ru in ing  the  chances  fo r

our sons. Now, you get back to your work. '  I  said to mysel f ,  'Some-

day  you ' re  go ing  to  do  tha t  once too  o f ten  and I 'm go ' ing  to  wa lk  ou t

on  you. '  And sure  enough,  o r l€  day  she d id  i t  jus t  once too  o f ten

and I  moved ou t .  Now,  you may th ink  tha t  I  d id  i t  because she

tore up my manuscr ipts.  No, she had a r ight  to do that.  Maybe

she knew more  about  l i te ra tu re  than I  d id .  I t  aggravated  me,  bu t

tha t  wasn ' t  the  f ina l  aggravat ion .  i  moved ou t  on  her  because I

thouqht sex was wonderful  and she thought i t  was vu1gar."  f lLaughter]

Were you pret ty good fr iends with Sherwood Anderson?

Very much so. I  heard f rom him up unt i l  the t ime he died. He was

k i l led ,  you  remember ,  he  choked on  a  f i sh  bone.  I  th ink  he  was

in Havana at  the t ime.

0ther stor ies have i t  that  i t  was a toothpick

Panama.

0h real  1y?

/
s l j v e r  i n  C o l o n o



E: Yes -  General  ,  that '  s

uS,  I 'm  sure .  I  th ink

time. Thank you very

i l6

story.  You have many more to te l l

b reak  today 's  in te rv iew a t  th is

a good

we ' l  I

much .
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[6 th  in te rv iew sess ion ,  Ju ly  19 ,  1975J

E:  D id  you know Ul ises  I r igoyen?

M:  Very  we l1 .

E :  Genera l ,  cou ld  you te l i  us  the  c i rcumstances  under  wh ich  you met

Mr.  I r igoyen?

M: I 'm sure that I  met him pr ior  to the t ime when I  became wel l

acquainted with him. I t  was af ten we, as a Rotary commit tee f rom

El Paso formed Ju{rez Rotary,  that  we became close fr iends. As I

recal l  j t ,  he was head of  the Rotary over there.  I  saw him steadi ly

from the years 1922 ti l l  1927,

E :  For  the  bene f i t  o f  the  l i s teners ,  th i s  i s  concern ing  U l i ses

Irigoyeno lvho wrote a two-volume on El prgPlema econ6mico de las

frgl tera:  mexicanas. He was also an expert  on var ious aspects

o f  bus iness  on  the  nor th  Mex ican f ron t ie r .  Genera l ,  do  you reca l l

dur ing  these years - -say  the  '20s  in  E l  Paso- -was there  a  lo t  o f

d iscuss ion  regard ing  the  Free  Zone or  the  re - imp lementa t ion  o f  the

Free Zone?

I  don ' t  reca l l  tha t  there  was a  grea t  dea l .

0f  course, the Free Zone had been terminated in 
. l905 

by Josd

L imantour  in  Mex ico ,  and i t  caused grea t  cons terna t ion  here  in

Ciudad Juf,rez and i t  caused exci tement in El  Paso, too.  Mr.

I r igoyen wro te  th js  book  in  o rder  tha t  the  o f f i c ia ls  in  Mex ico  be

moved to  re ins ta te  the  Zone.  But  you don ' t  reca l l  much ta lk

abou t  th i s?

No,  no  I  don ' t .  He was an  ex t remely  f r iend ly  person and d id  a

great deal  to cement relat ions across the border.
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D jd  he  speak  Eng l i sh?

0h yes,  he spoke very good Engl ish.  He was a very ta l l  manr  d veF!

impos ing  f i gu re  and  had  a  wonder fu l  sense  o f  humor - - l oved  to  l augh

and  te l l  s to r i es .  t ha t  k ind  o f  t h jng .  Peop le  were  j us t  na tu ra l l y

drawn to h im because  o f  h i s  d ' i spos i t i on .

Did he seem to have many connect ions in Mexico Ci ty? Would you know?

At that  t ime I  was unaware of  i t .  He had very def in i te connect ions

with the state government.  I  meano he was highly regarded by

peop le  in  Ch ihuahua  C i ty .

Genera l ,  Vou have ment ioned L .  M.  Lawson in  our  d iscuss ions  about

the  border  dur ing  the '20s .  Cou ld  you te l l  us  who Mr .  Lawson was

and what role he played in th is community?

F i rs t  o f  a l l ,  I ' d  comment  tha t  the  In te rna t iona l  Boundary  Commjss ioners

who had preceded him were not outstanding men. They were pof i t ical

hacks mainly.  George Curry is a prominent name--former Governor

o f  New Mex ico  and then Co l lec to r  o f  the  Por t  here ,  and so  on .  But

George was a  lush .  He jus t  cou ldn ' t  s tay  away f rom the  bo t t le .

Lawson came on around 1923 or 1924 as Commissioner.  He was aware

tha t  h is  ma in  job  was to  c rea te  an  a tmosphere  o f  good fe l lowsh ip

and f r iend l iness  w i th  the  Commiss ioners  on  the  Mex ican s ide- - tha t

un t i l  the  in te rpersona ' l  re la t ionsh ips  had changed he  cou ldn ' t  do

anyth' ing about boundary problems. l1e was a very f  ine piani  st .

Dur ing  the  per iod  tha t  he  was here ,  and un t i l  I  le f t  E l  Paso,  the

Commissjon meet ings took this form that we would usual ly go down

to Zaragoza-- there was an abandoned theater down there--and we

would meet on a Saturday, and everybody would get together around

lunch .  He 'd  s ta r t  p lay ing  the  p iano  and  I  wou ld  s ta r t  s ing ing .

F .

M:

E:

M:
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ln je 'd  s inQ Mex ican sonqs ,  then Amer ican songs .  We 'd  go  on

th is  way fo r  a  coup le  o f  hours - - ius t  hav inq  a  t ime o f  fe l lowsh ip

where we could qet better acquainted with one another.  He was

the  one tha t  cond i t joned the  peop le  on  bo th  Commiss ions  so  tha t

they  qo t  toqether  as  f r iends  and cou ld  ta lk  th inqs  over  w i thout

tak inq  a  na t jona l  pos i t ion  as  to  what  was the  r igh t  th ing  to

do and how to  p roceed to  ge t  to  i t .  He was s t i l l  l i v ing  up

unt j l  the  la te  '30s  I 'm cer ta in .  Every  t ime I  came to  E l  Paso

I  wou ld  v i s i t  h im.  By  tha t  t ime  he  had  gone  b l ind - - I  th ink

i t  was from cataracts.  He was st i l l  an extremely enioyabl 'e

person .  Bu t  i t  was  h js  in f luence  as  an  ind iv idua l - -h is  fa r -

s ightedness that you've qot to get to know people so that at

the same t ime they're gett ' inq to know you before you can transact

bus iness  fa i r l y  a t  the  in te rna t iona l  l eve l .

Th is  sounds  l i ke  an  impress ' i ve  ind iv idua l .  Do  you  reca11  any-

th ing t  about  h is  backqround- -how he qo t  to  E l  Paso?

No,  I  don ' t .  I  knew i t  a l l  a t  one  t ime and  I  th ink  the re  a re

le t te rs  in  my  f i l es  tha t  re f lec t  h i s  background ,  bu t  I  can ' t  te l l

you r ight  now.

Very  good.  Genera l ,  in  your  exper ience '  has  th is  in te r -persona l

' in te rchanqe,  in te rp lay  tha t  you ' re  ta lk ing  about  been impor tan t

in  re la t ions  be tween the  two c i t ies?

0h,  I  th ' ink  so  en t i re ly .  Be l ieve  me,  these were  some o f  the

great  ob jec t  lessons  o f  my l i fe .  I  rea l i zed ,  fo r  ins tance,  ' in

the  job  o f  command tha t  th is  was a l l - impor tan t - - tha t  these same th ' ings

t rans la ted  in to  m i l i t a ry  l i f e .  A t  the  t ime tha t  I  was  wr i t i ng  the fo f f i c ia l

work  on  the  ph i losophy o f lOt t i cersh ip  in  a1 l  o f  our  a rmed

E:

M:
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fo rces ,  I  b rouQht  th is  to  the  fo re  as  the  most  impor tan t  po in t - -

that  the lack of  communicat ion between the of f icer and the en-

l i s ted  man was the  most  ser ious  gap and the  fa i lu re  on  the  par t

o f  the  o f f i cer  to  rea l i ze  tha t  the  en l ' i s ted  man had ius t  as

much r igh t  to  know about  h is  fam' i l y  and h is  backqround as  he

knew o f  h is  subord ina te 's  background,  e tc .  Th is  had to  be  a

two-way cur ren t  o r i t  cou ldn ' t  work . These. 'a re  a lmost

' inev j tab le  s teps  jn  the  deve lopment  o f  one 's  own charac ter ,

persona l i t y ,  and ou t - look .  I  know tha t  I  learned much f rom Law-

son dur ing  tha t  per iod .  I  cou ld  see how i t  was  poss ib le  to  ge t

ho ld  o f  men in  a  rea l l y  ser ious  mat te r ,  and tha t  the  bas is  o f

i t  had to be mutual  understanding between person and person

before  together  you can rea l l y  t ransac t  bus iness .

So i t  was  a  ra ther  ca tho l i c  ob iec t  lesson fo r  you?

Yes. You know, we referred to Portes Gi l  the other day, and I

to ld  you tha t  I  knew h jm qu i te  we l l .  I  remember  ta lk ' ing  to  h im

on one occasion when he was Secretary of  Gobernacio"n,  and we

were talk inq about a deal  that  he was proposinq between Mexjco

and the  Un i ted  Sta tes .  When he qo t  th rough,  I  made an  ob iec t ion .

I  sa id ,  "Do you th ink  tha t  tha t  j s  rea l l y  fa i r  to  the  Un i ted

Sta tes?"  And he  sa id ,  "14r .  Marsha l I ,  don ' t  you  unders tand tha t

wh i le  i t  may no t  be  fa i r  to  the  Un i ted  Sta tes ,  we are  the  smal le r

country and a smal ler  country has qot a r ight  to look for  an

ex t ra  advantaqe?"  lnJe l l ,  I  had  no t  even thought  about  i t  up  t i11

tha t  t ime,  and ye t  i t  was  h is  re f lec t ing  on  tha t  tha t  led  me a t

the  t imeo fo r  example ,  when I  was  wr i t ing  ou t  the  paper ,  the
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staf f  papers that  took us into NAT0 and which became a f i rst  stepping

stone in the forming of  NAT0, that  I  expressed the idea that in that

a l l iance the  Un i ted  Sta tes  wou ld  have to  count  on  i t  a t  a l l  t ' imes  tha t

the smal 1 er partners woul  d take advantage of  the arrangement and that

tha t  wou ld  be  par t  o f  the  bas is  o f  the  t rea ty  o rgan iza t ion .  We had to

accep t  th i s  as  a  p r inc ip le .

Very  i l l umina t ing .  To  fo l low th is  t ra in  o f  though t ,  wha t  i s  your

opinion of  the relat ionship of  the Uni ted States wi th regard to the

smal le r  na t ions  o f  the  wor ld  in  the  Un i ted  Nat ions  today?

h le l l ,  I  qu i te  agree  w i th  the  pos i t ion  s ta ted  qu i te  recent ly  by

K iss ' i nger .  I  fe l t  a l l  a long  tha t  the  sma l le r  na t ions  (so -ca l led ) ,

o r  le t ' s  say  the  " th i rd  wor ld  na t ions , "  were  on  the i r  way  toward

the  des t ruc t ion  o f  the  wor ld  o rgan iza t ion .  I 'm  no t  a t  a l l  hos t i l e

to  the  idea,phat  i s ,  i t s  d isappearance]  I  reca l l  a  d inner -par ty  con-

versa t ion  about  s ix  o r  seven years  ago a t  the  home o f  Pau l  N i tze  in

Wash ing ton .  Dean Atcheson was there  w i th  h is  w i fe ,  my bro ther  and

h is  w i fe ,  and the  Ambassador  f rom Pak is tan  and h is  w i fe ,  and the

conversa t ion  a t  the  d inner  tab le  tu rned to  the  Un i ted  Nat ions  and i t

absorbed the  who le  even ing .  The v iews expressed were ,  "The Un i ted

Nat ions  is  no  damned good as  i t  i s  now,  bu t  on  the  o ther  hand we 've

go t  to  have  j t ;  we 've  go t  to  ho ld  on  to  i t . "  I  d idn ' t  say  a  word .

My bro ther  wou ld  g run t  occas iona l l y ,  make some in te r jec t ion ;  bu t  I

d idn ' t  say  any th ing  un t i l  we re t i red  fo r  b randy  in to  N i tze 's  s tudy  and

Pau l  sa id ,  "Sam,  you d idn ' t  say  a  word .  What  was the  mat te r?"  I  sa id ,

"Look ,  I  cou ldn ' t  have go t ten  a  word ' in  edgewise  because you

were talk ing at  such a rate;  but  had I  spoken I  would have
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disagreed with what you said because you voiced two mutual ' ly

exc lus ive  propos i t ions  tha t  th is  i s  no  good bu t  we 've  go t  to

have i t .  The ideas  do  no t  go  tooether .  I f  i t ' s  no  good '

i t  m igh t  be  be t te r  to  see ' i t  exp lode  jus t  l ' i ke  tha t  and  qe t  a

wor ld  shock  ou t  o f  i t  tha t  wou ld  lead to  someth ing  be t te r .  Bu t

i f  you  qo  a long w i th  an  organ iza t ion  tha t  you  know is  a  los ing

ins t i tu t ion ,  lou ' re  no t  on ly  go ing  to  lose  conf idence in  i t ;

bu t  we ' re  go ing  to  lose  conf idence in  the  wor ld  fu tu re  and in

the  pos ' i t ion  o f  the  Un i ted  Sta tes . "

E :  Tha t ' s  an  in te res t ing  po in t  o f  v jew.

I ' l :  Incidental ly,  they agreed with me when I  got  through.

E: They di9- agree with you?

M:  Tha t ' s  r igh t .  They  d idn ' t  a rque  the  po in t  a t  a l l .  They  thouoh t

i t  m igh t  be  be t te r  to  have an  exp los ion  and then look  to  some-

th inq  e lse  to  see what  wou ld  happen as  a  consequence.  Because

the  Un i ted  Nat ' ions  is  fo l low inq  pre t ty  much the  h is to ry  o f  the

League,  on ly  in  a  worse  way,  because I  don ' t  th ink  there 's  any

quest ion  [ tha t ]  the  la rge  par t  o f  the  so-ca l led  deve lop ing

nat ions  are  ou t  to  hur t  the  Un i ted  Sta tes . They en-

joy  do ing  i t .  We shou ldn ' t  wor ry  too  much about  tha t .  I ' ve

always sa' id about our l  ine of  propaganda through the "Voice of

America" and so forth,  that  we have the wrong aim. I 've

sa id  th is  ever  s ince  Wor ld  War  I l - - tha t  i t  was  s tup id  fo r  the

United States to t ry to be loved. As 
' long 

as you are in the top

posr i t ion  o  you don ' t  expec t  l  ove .  That  i  s ,  . vou  shou l  dn '  t  exnec t  i  t .

There 's  no  l i ke l ihood o f  you  ever  ge t t ing  i t ,  ' i r respec t ive  o f
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your  po l i cy ;  you '11  a lways  be  the  ma ' in  ta rge t .  I f  you  can be

respec ted  somewhat  and feared  a  l i t t le  b ' i t  you '11  be  a  lo t  be t te r

of f .

E :  Wou ld  you app ly  tha t  k ind  o f

two c i t ies  on  a  f ron t ie r?

M:  No ,  no  I  don ' t  a t  a l l .

E :  So i  t '  s  d i  f ferent?

M:  Essent ia l l y  d i f fe ren t  because

reason inq  to  re la t ions  be tween

they have fundamental ly a community

o f  in te res ts .

E :  h l i th in  the  pas t  coup le  o f  years  in  E l  Paso we 've  seen cer ta in ly

a  lessen ing  o f  unders tand inq  be tween the  two s is te r  c i t ies  o f

E l  Paso and C iudad Judrez .  I 'm no t  sure  to  what  ex ten t  you ' re

fami l ia r  w i th  some o f  the  conf l i c ts  tha t  have ar isen .

M: t^ le l l ,  I  know some of them. And I  know some of them are of  a

very  p idd l  i ng ,  s i1 l y  na tu re .

Couid you elaborate on that,  General?

Wel l ,  I 'm  ta lk ing  abou t  the  t ranspor ta t ion  d i f f i cu l t y - - the

fa i lu re  to  agree  on  a  p lan ,  e tc . ,  e tc . - -and  the  "n i f f -gnawing"

that goes on between the two governments that  are behind the

c i t i es ,  e tc .  I 'm  no t  ce r ta in  tha t  a  pess im is t i c  v iew o f  the

present  re la t ionsh ip  i s  jus t i f ied  fo r  the  s imp le  reason tha t

we l i ve  in  a  per iod  when f r i c t ion  due to  economic  and o ther

causes is qui te general  over the wor ld,  and I  would say that

under  the  cond i t ions ,  the  re la t ionsh ip  be tween E l  Paso and Jua i^ez

' i s  good.

There have been studies done on El  Paso and C' iudad Jutrez s ince

the turn of  the century.  One scholar has made the comment to me
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tha t  any  t ime there  is  sudden ly  a  dec l ine  in  the  economic  s tab i l i t y

o f  the  Un i ted  Sta tes ,  tha t  au thor i t ies  on  the  Amer ican s ide  o f

the border have tended to point  to the "wet backo" to the mi-

g ran t  laborer ,  immedia te ly  and have s ing led  h im out  as  a  p rob lem--

as one of  the bioger problems that the border community faces.

M: Correct .

E :  Do  you  th ink  th i s  i s  t rue?

M:  Yes ,  I  th ink  tha t ' s  t rue .  Tha t  w i l l  a lways  be  the  po l i t i cos '

a t t i tude .  Jus t  whether  there 's  su f f i c ien t  jus t i f i ca t ion  fo r  tha t

a t t i t ude  ' i s  qu i te  ano ther  ques t ion .  I  th ink  i t ' s  vas t l y  over -

emphas ized.  I 'm qu i te  sure  tha t  i f  there  was no t  a  movement  f rom

. south of  the border to north,  whether of  a "wet back" [nature]  or

not,  the main suf ferer would be the farmers and the other interests

in  the  Un i ted  Sta tes  tha t  depend on  cheap labor .  Jobs  in  the

sugar  beet  f je lds  a re  no t  go inq  to  be  taken over  by  peop le  who

at  the  present  t ime are  on  re l ie f .  They  don ' t  want  tha t  k ind

of work.  What looks good to the migrant f rom Mexico because

i t ' s  be t te r  than  what  he 's  had ,  s t i l l  i s  no t  go ing  to ' l ook  good

to  the  person who 's  on  the  do le  in  the  Un i ted  Sta tes .  I  th ' ink

tha t  i s  vas t ly  exaQgera ted .  I  know o f  cases  r igh t  here  in  th is

c ' i t y .  There 's  one case r iqh t  nex t  door ,  o f  a  fami ' l y  tha t ' s

being held together by their  Mexican maid,  by the woman who

works  fo r  them.  There  jsn ' t  any  poss ib i l i t y  o f  rep ' lac inq  tha t

woman with a woman from the United States that can do the same

work  and who ' l l  do  i t  in  the  same way.  I t  happens tha t  the

w i fe  i s  an  inva l jd  and  her  i l l ness  i s  o f  a  k ind  tha t  my  la te

wife had for eighteen years,  and i t  takes an extraordinary
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nurse  to  ad jus t  to  th is  k ind  o f  home s i tua t ion .  I  reca l l  one

year  in  wh ich  I  went  th rouqh th i r teen changes in  nurses  under

the  same cond i t ions .  Yet  r igh t  now Immigra t ion  is  mov ing  toward

e l im ina t ing  th i s  woman because  the  ru les  so  say .  I 'm  do ing

everything I  can to keep i t  f rom happen' ing.  And i f  necessary

I ' l l  go  d ' i rec t l y  to  Genera l  Chapman who is  the  Immiqra t ion  D i rec tor  o f

the  Un i ted  Sta tes ,  and whom I  know qu i te  we l l  and po in t  ou t  why

th is  i s  an  ex t remely  En jud ic io r r ] rou . .

E :  Genera ln  have you ever  q iven  thought  to  how the  Un i ted  Sta tes

government  cou ld  amel io ra te  immigra t ion  prob lems a long the

United States-Mexican border?

M:  No .

E:  You 've  never  g iven  tha t  much thought?

M:  No,  I ' ve  never  gone in to  i t ,  and  I  wou lc l  no t  t ry  to  speak  w i th

any author i ty or anything that suqsested I  had knowledge on

a sub jec t  tha t  I  haven ' t  s tud ied .

Tha t ' s  qu i te  a l1  r igh t .  We have  been  d iq ress ing  a  l j t t l e  b i t

f rom what  we were  speak ing  o f  the  o ther  day ,  bu t  I  th ink  i t ' s

just i f ied in v iew of  the fact  that  you added to our know' ledge

on cer ta in  po in ts ,  on  cer ta in  f igures .  The o ther  day  we were

speak ' ing  about  your  voyages,  your  t r ips  to  Mex ico  dur ing  the

1930s,  dur ing  the  la te  '30s  espec ia l l y .  You recounted  jnc idents

with Sherwood Anderson; you recounted German sent iment in Mexico

Ci ty  in  the  '30s .  Cou ld  you te l l  us  when these t r ips  to  Mex ico

came to an end and more or less what you did then?
. l938 

was the last  year.  The terminal  point  was reached because

of  the  ln la r  coming on  in  
. l939  

and the  War  engross ing  a l l  o f  my
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at ten t ion .  So,  f rom tha t  t ime on  I  was  fo l low ing  the  War .

Inc identa l l y ,  I  fa ' i l ed  to  say  tha t  a t  tha t  b ig  par ty ,  tha t  b ig

bust that  we had in 1927 before I  lef t ,  I  was made an honorary

Major  in  the  Mex ican Army.  That ' s  one o f  the  t i t les  I  own.

Were you ever promoted?

No.

Just Major?

Jus t  a  Ma jor .  I 'm an  honorary  Co lone l  in  the  U.S.  Mar ine  Corps

and an honorary Major in the Mexican Armny.

That may be an honor.

I  th jnk i t 's  t ime for them to promote me, though. They came to

an end in  1938,  and the  las t  b ig  adventure  I  had down there  was

in  connect ion  w i th  Ced i l lo .  I  had s ta r ted  tha t  t r ip  f rom Mazat lJn ,

went over into the Gulf  Coast stateso and wherever I  went I  was

read ing  s to r ies  in  the  press  about  Ced i l lo  hav ing  an  Army o f

24,A00 men that were ready to start  a revolut ion.  And the other

feature in the story was that his place atPalomas was surrounded

by federal  t roops. There was no chance of  get t ing there.  Be-

cause this f igure popped up in var ious newspapers about 24,0A0

troops-- ' i t  was always the same--I  f igured i t  must be a government

p1ant .  I  d idn ' t  know the  background o ther  than tha t .  l , le l l ,  I

came back to Mexico Ci ty f rom the Gulf  Coast states and I  ran

into an old schoolmate of  mine, a teammate from UTEP--Toppix

Sorrels who had been a senior when I  was a f reshman. We had

known one another very wel l  in France. He had been in the Art i l lery

back ing  up  my d iv is ion  on  one occas ' ion  in  l9 l8  when I  had

v is i ted  h im over  there .  Topp ix ,  bV th is  t ime,  vvas  the  head o f  Re-

pub l  i c  Min ing  and Meta ls  in  San Lu is  Potos i ' .  We were  p ' lay ing
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qo l f  a t  the  Mex ico  C i ty  Count ry  C lub  and I  kep t  ask ing  h i 'm,

"What  ' i s  the  rea l  s i tua t ion  w i th  respec t  to  Ced i l lo?"  He sa id ,

"Now l i s ten ,  I 'm a  min ing  eng ineer  and you ' re  a  newspaperman and

you are  supposed to  go  ou t  and f ind  ou t  what  the  s i tua t ion  is .

You don ' t  ask  me.  That ' s  no  way to  ge t  your  work  done. "  I

sa id ,  "We l I ,  tha t ' s t rue ,  Topp ix . "  We p layed  on  th rouqh  the  n in th

ho le  and he  sudden ly  d isappeared in  the  c lub  house,  came back

and  sa id ,  "You ' re  go ing  to  San  Lu is  Po tos {  ton igh t . "  I  sa id ,

"0K. "  So he  pu t  me aboard  the  t ra in rand I  was  met  in  San Lu is

Potosf  in the morning by a c lassmate of  mine from what is now

UTEP--Kenneth Hardy, who was Super intendent of  AS&R in San

Lu is  Potos i  And he  took  me out  to  h is  home.  He 'd  mar r ied  a

Mex ican g i r ' l  and  they  had a  number  o f  ch i ld ren .  I  was  there  a l l

day  en joy ing  the i r  fami ly .  Whenever  I  asked h im about  the

s ' i tua t ion  o f  Ced i l lo  and what  was co ing  on  in  Pa lomas he  wou ldn ' t

say a word and I  went back to my hote' l  very much disgusted and

I was in the "cant ina" gett ing a beer when into the room came

0scar  Caba l le ro ,  my o ld  f r iend  who had been Purchas ing  Agent  fo r

V i l l a .

Dur ing  the  Revo lu t ion?

Yeah. We had an abrazo and he said,  "My fr iend, what are you

do ing ' in  San Lu is  Potos ' i ' ? "  And I  sa id ,  " I  came here  to  f ind  ou t

what  i s  the  s i tua t ion  w i th  E l  Je fe .  r r  r r l ^Je ' l l  ,  "  he  sa id ,  " I  can ' t

te ' I1  you,  bu t  i f  you  want  to  see E l  Je fe ,  we ' l l  go  to  see E l

Je fe  tomor row morn ing  a t  5 :00 . "  And then I  rea l i zed  tha t  my

f r iends  had p lanned th is  who le  th ing .  And I  sa id ,



t28

"How do we get there?" And he said,  " l^ le just  get  in the car and

we s ta r t  ou t . "  I t  was  about  a  90-mi le  journey  as  I  reca l l  i t

now.  And I  sa id ,  "What  about  the  federa l  t roops?"  He sa id ,

"Wel l ,  we ' l l  see  as  we go  a1ong.  By  the  way,  do  you have a

f i rea rm?"  I  sa id ,  "No .  "  He  sa id ,  " l r l e l  I  ,  I ' l  I  b r ing  a  p is to l  .

You won ' t  need i t ,  bu t  you  m' igh t  as  we l l  car ry  i t . "  So  we ge t

ou t  there  and there 's  no  one.  We don ' t  see  a  sou l  a l  I  the  way

to Palomas and when we get to the gate at  Palomas there vvas a

"mozo"  s tand ing  there  ius t  tend ing  the  ga te  and Oscar  wh is t les

to hjm and he lets us in.  l , le get up to the ranch house and

here are four guys squatted down, working over a map.,  " I f  they

go tha! way, then we move tlat way. And then ' if they counter,

then  we do  th is . "  I  though t ,  "We l l ,  he re 's  the  rea l  th ing  a t

las t . "  And I  went  up  and looked over  the i r  shou lders  and they

were  look ing  a t  a  map o f  Spa in .  They  were  ta lk ing  about  what

was go ing  on  in  Spa in- - the  Span ish  C iv i l  War .  I  asked them,

" l , , fhere's El  Jefe?" And they said,  "He's down the road plant ing

tomatoes . "  I  sa id ,  "How do we ge t  there?"  They  sa ido  " I f  you

want  to  ge t  therer  lou  ge t  there  l i ke  we ge t  there- -wa lko  tha t ' s

a l l . "  So  we s ta r ted  ou t  and we had about  a  ha l f -mi le  wa lk .

When we got there,  an i r r igat ion bank had been broken through

by" the stream and the stream was f looding the tomatoes. We walked

up to  Ced i l ' l o ,  whom Caba l le ro  we l l  knew,  and I  s ta r ted  te l f  ing

h im who I  was  and he  sa id ,  " I  don ' t  care  who you are  ( ta lk ing

in  Span ish) - -you ge t  a  shove l  and s ta r t  work ing . "  So 0scar

and I  got  the shovels and we worked for the next for ty minutes
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he lp ing  them get  the  water  under  cont ro l .  Then Ced i l lo  took  us

back to the house. l , r le had supper,  a very enioyable one. I

remember he had several  cactus dishes that night--dishes that

I  had never tasted before.  Then, af ter  that ,  we went out on the

porch  in  the  moon l igh t .  I ' l l  never  fo rge t  h im because he  was

a great bulbous man, very fat .  By that t ime he must have weighed

270 pounds--a very fat face. The porch was unscreened and the

f l ies  wou ld  se t t le  on  h is  sweat ing  face  and he 'd  wa i t  fo r  a  few

minutes  and then reach up  w i th  a  hand l i ke  tha t  and grab  ha l f

a  dozen f l ies  dur ing  the  conversa t ion .  And I  asked h im what

was the  s i tua t ion  here  on  the  ranch- -was he  p lann ing  a  revo lu t ion ,

p lann ing  to  f i gh t?  And  he  sa id ,  "Mr .  Marsha l l ,  I  know you ' re

a  mi l i ta ry  man- -0scar  to ld  me.  I ' l l  g ive  you a  horse  tomomow

morning and you can go anywhere you please--Ciudad del  Mes,

anywhere else.  I f  you f ind ong sign that I  am doing anytLi lg to

ra ise  t roops ,  Jou  go  ahead and wr i te  i t . "  (Subsequent ' l y  I  d id

take  a  horse . . .went  a l l  over  the  proper ty . )  RnO I  sa id ,  "Wel l ,

theno what ' i s  th is  a l l  about?"  And then he  to ld  me the  s to ry

about Ct ' rdenas'  hatred of  h im--that C/rdenas could not stand him

because he had made Cdrdenas and i t  was his weight at  the Quer5taro

Convent ion that had brought about the nominat ion of  C/rdenas.

He sa id ,  "Cdrdenas is  de termined to  des tpoy  m€. "  I ' ve  over -

s imp l i f ied  h is  exp lanat ion .  He went  in to  g rea t  de ta i l s  o f  the

trouble that  he had had with C{rdenas.

E:  But  tha t  was  the  j  i s t  o f  i t .?

I t ' l :  That was the 5ist  of  i t .

E :  That  he  had made h im?

M:  Yes ,  he  ac tua l l y  nomina ted  h im.
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Yes.  And I  sa id ,  " l , t je l l ,  what  w i1 ' l  you  do  i f  he  comes a f te r  you?"

He sa id ,  "Do  you  th ink  I ' l l  l e t  any  son-o f -a -b i t ch  who  so ld ie red

under fManue l  Mondrag5n]dr ive  me o f f  my land?"  And I  sa id ,  "No,  I

don' t  suppose you wou1d. But are you sure you want me to say what you

have just  to ld me?" I  had taken i t  down verbat im--wrote i t  as he

sa id  i t .  I  sa id ,  "Because  as  su re ly  as  you  do ,  he ' l l  come a f te r

you . "  He  sa id ,  " I f  i t ' s  t ime  fo r  me to  d ie  in  Mex ico  because

I 'm speak ing  the  t ru th  and i  know i t ,  then  I 'm ready  to  d ie . "

And  I  ques t ioned  h im aga in ;  I  sa id ,  "You ' re  tak ing  a  te r r ib le  chance . "

He  sa ' id ,  "Tha t ' s  bes ide  the  po in t .  Jus t  go  ahead  and  wr i te ' i t  t he

way I ' ve  sa id  i t . "  I  was  there  fo r  the  nex t  two days  r id ing

around the  p1ace,  see ing  i f  there  were  any  s igns  o f  revo lu t ion .  A l l

I  found were a few old revolut ionar ies,  some of them with an arm or

a  1eg  miss ing ,  work ing  fo r  h im.  Tha t  was  a l l .  [None  had  weapons . ]

Then I  went back to San Luis and went to the Ci ty.  I  wasn' t  ready

to leave Mexico Ci ty,  but  I  knew that I  dared not put th is story

on the wire.  At  the Gdneve Hotel  I  ran into John Balaban and his

w i fe ,  Myr t le .  [He was]  Ba laban o f  Ba laban and Katz  o f  Ch icago.

At that  t ime they owned Paramount Pictures and they owned a large

part  of  the movie theaters in the eastern hal f  of  the Uni ted States.

He was a  mul t i -m i l l i ona i re  and a  coup le  weeks  be fore  th is  I  had

saved h im in  a  scene south  o f  Cuernavaca.  I  was  coming a long the

road in a taxi  and ran into a hold-up where two Mexicans had pisto ' ls

on him and were tak ' ing money from the Balabans. And I  walked up and

ta lked to  the  Mex icans  and sa id ,  "Now,  look .  Th is  shou ld  be  negot ia ted .  I f

you  take  every th ing  he 's  go t ,  tha t ' s  a  robbery .  0n  the  o ther  hand,
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you can say ,  ' I t ' s  so  much to  use  the  road and you ' l l  have

f ree  way here , '  and  we can work  ou t  a  bus iness  dea l  where  you ' ]1

be per fec t l y  sa fe . "  h le l l ,  they  se t t led  fo r  $100.  I f  the  Ba labans

would pay $. l00,  that  would sat isfy them. So John fel t  somewhat

obl igated to me and I  asked him to get of f  the t ra in in San Antonio

and get th ' is  on the wire to the l lew York T' imes, Detroi t  News, and

the North Amerjcan Newspaper Al l jance. I t  was about ten days af ter

that t ime that the federal  Army [under C#Oenas] marched on Cedi l lo.

I t  took  about  th i r ty  days ,  I  th ink ,  to  run  h im down.  They  k i l led

h im in  a  cave  as  I  reca l l  i t .

Tha t ' s  r igh t .

I  recal  I  that  about three weeks af ter  that  happened-- the date

was somet ime in  Marchn around the  l l th  o r  l2 th  o f  March .  About

three weeks af ter  that  happened, Time Magazine had a rerumd on

this revolut ion and why a federal  march had been precipi tated

and i t  to ld about a weal thy oi l  man from Tampico arr iv ing fat

Pa lomas l  w i th  $5  mj l l ion  to  f inance the  revo lu t ion  and tha t  was  the

t ip -o f f - - tha t  was  the  th ing  tha t  hooked Ced i l lo ,  when the  govern-

ment  found ou t  about  [ the  o i1  man] .  Wel l ,  I  was  the  wea l thy  o i l

man, because I  was the on' ly stranger there in that  per iod-- i t  was

the same date that  I  was at  Palomas and I  know that there was no

other stranger there.  So this story was made up.

Ced i l lo ,  o f  course ,  has  been por t rayed as  one o f  the  las t  o f

the  caud i l los  in  the  La t in  Amer ican t rad i t ion ,  in  the  Mex ican

t rad i t ion .  He 's  been por t rayed as  be ing  a  p is to l  pack ing ,  mean

human be ing .  How d id  you f ind  h im? D ' id  he  pack  a  p is to l?

F .
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M:  No,  s i r .  He was comple te ly  unarmed.  There  wasn ' t  an  armed

man.  l , r le l l ,  a  coup le  o f  those fe l lows a t  the  ranch had p is to ls

fas  I  now reca l l .  Bu t  I  sau l  no  r i f les . ]  The peop le  who worked

in  the  f ie lds  were  no t  a rmed a t  a l l .

E:  And he was not armed?

M:  Noo  no t  a t  a l l .

E :  What  k ind  o f  a  man was he? D id  you l i ke  h im?

M:  I  l i ked  h im very  much.  He was a  very  warm man.  He ta lked  w i th

a  grea t  dea l  o f  parnes tness ,  and no  w i t . ]  I 'm cer ta in  tha t  he

knew he was go ing  to  d ie ,  bu t  he  cou ld  s t i l l  l augh and smi le  about

i t .  He was a  very  in tense Catho l i c ,  no  ques t ion  about  tha t .  He

had a  grea t  dea ' l  o f  fa i th .  But  as  fo r  h im be ing  a  caud i11o,  gee,

anybody seeing him in those circumstances was aware that he

cou ldn ' !be  typed tha t  way .  A l l  he  was t ry ing  to  do  was take  care

o f  a  few o ld  men who had been in  the  wars  w i th  h im,  tha t  was  a l l .

E :  How wou ld  you charac ter ize  the  in f luence tha t  he  he ld  on  tha t

area  o f  Mex ico- - the  San Lu is  Potos i  a rea?

0h,  there 's  no  ques t ion  about  [h is  rad iance. ]  He used the  t i t le

"El  Jefe.  "  Everybody in San Luis Potosi '  cal  led him the , 'Jefe"--

they thought of  h im as a very big man. But there were not enough

poten t ia ' l  revo lu t ionar ies  in  a l l  o f  San Lu is  Potos i ' to  g ive  h im a

chance;  so  tha t  descr ip t ion  o f  h im in  h is  wan ing  years  s imp ly

wou ld  no t  ho ld  t rue .

General  Marshal l ,  d id you ever meet CJrdenas?

No,  never  met  h im.  I ' ve  been nex t  to  h im;  never  met  h im.  I

to ld  you why I  never  met  h im- -because he  ins is ted  on  hav ing

quest ions passed to him before he could be interviewedo and
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he 'd  s t i ck  to  those ques t ions .  The ed i to r  o f  E l  I ' l ag ionq l  ,

F roy lan  Man jares , ( tha t  was  the  par ty  pub l i ca t iono ' i t  was  a  da i l y

pub l ica t ion) ,  was  in te res ted  a lways  in  ge t t ing  us  together  and

natura l l y  he  was in  c lose  to  C/ rdenas.  But  I  to ld  h im tha t

tha t  was  jus t  a  p r inc ip le  o f  mine  and I  wou ld  ab ide  by  i t  and

he respec ted  me fo r  i t .  I t  caused no  s t ra in  ' in  ogr  re la t ionsh ip .

E: Could you tel l  me what the occasion was when you found yoursel f

nex t  to  h im?

That was at that ra1'ly in the 76ca1o where I showed you the

p ic tu re  the  o ther  day .  He was mak ing  a 'pub i i c  speech on  some

k ind  o f  a  b ig  occas ion .  I  don ' t  reca l l  whe ther  i t  was  a  ho l i -

day or what i t  was. I t  may have been in connect ion wi th the

o i l  expropr ia t ion .  I  th ink  tha t ' s  p robab ly  what  i t  was .

March lB,  
. |938 

thereabouts?

Yeah.  Is  tha t  the  da te?

That 's  the  da te  i t  happened- -March  
. |8 ,  . |938 .

I  was back in Mexico Ci ty by that  t ime. That was one reason I

wanted to stay on instead of  taking that story to the border.

Connor,  who was the Vice-president of  Standard Frui t  Company,

I  had met in Tabasco much pr ior  to th is,  when he was close to

Garido eanabal .  We had formed a f r iendship then because we fel t  the

same vvay about Garido as did George Creel-- that  he was a

good man. ldhen I  got  back to Mexico Ci ty

a t  tha t  t ime neqot ia t ions  be tween the  o i l  compan ies

and the  workers  were  in  dead lock .  I  went  to  the  Consu l  Genera l ,

a  chap by  the  name o f  Wi l l jams,  and asked h im what  was the

s i tua t ion .  He sa ido  " I  don ' t  know,  bu t  Connor ,  whom you g lg

know,  i s  ac t ing  as  the  arb i te r  be tween the  two s ides .  I 'm

E:
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sure  you can ge t  to  Connor .  l , t le ' l l  ca l l  h im up r igh t  now. "

Connor  sa id  tha t  I  wou ld  meet  h im a t  the  Un ivers i ty  C lub  a t

4 :00- -bu t  be  sure  to  come in  the  back  way;  he  d idn ' t  want  any-

body to know we were talk ing.  And so, when we got together

he sa jd ,  " I  am cer ta in  Ct ' rdenas  is  go ing  on  the  a i r  Sunday

n igh t  a t  6 :00  over  rad io  to  announce tha t  expropr ia t ion  is

tak ing  p lace .  I 'm  abso lu te ly  ce r ta in  tha t  th j s  j s  go ing  to

happen. "  We got  th rough w i th  the  bus iness  and broke up .  I

went back to the U.S. Embassy to ta lk to Steve Aguirre and

Josephus Dan ie ls .  i  sa id ,  "Have you any  idea tha t  expropr ia -

t ion is about to come off?" And in the meant ime I  had wired

the Northernf ipqr ican Newspaper Al l iance and the D.etroi t  Ne_ws

that  I  knew fexpropr ia t ion ]  was  qo inq  to  happen- - I  was  cer ta in  i t  was  go ing

to happen, and how much did they want on i t .  They wired back

tha t  they  d idnr t  want  any th ing  because a l l  the  Amer ican peop le

were interested in was FDR's at tempt to pack the Supreme Court

and there  wou ldn ' t  be  any  in te res t  in  th is  s to ry .  You can

imag ine  how I  fe l t .  I  sa id ,  "0h ,  the  he l l  w i th  i to "  and  de-

cided to spend the weekend in Cuernavaca. But in the meant ime

I  had ta lked  to  Josephus Dan ie ls  and he  sa id  I  was  jus t

d reaming- - there  wou ldn ' t  be  any th ing  l i ke  tha t .  Then I  go t  a

cal l  f rom him at  Cuernavaca about the middle of  the af ternoon

on Sunday. . .no ,  i t  was  on  Saturday ,  I  guess ,  tha t  he  was mak ing

the speech. You can check up on the dates when Cfrdenas was

making the speech. I  got  a cal l  f rom Daniels to come over to

Mexico Ci ty--he wanted to see me. He was al l  broken up,

c ry ing  l i ke  a  baby .
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He was ac tua l l y  c ry ing?

Yes ,  s i r ,  c ry ing .  He  sa jd  h is  ca reer  was  in  ru ins i  he  sa id ,

"Here I  am reach' ing near ly the end of  the road and this has

happened to  me and i t ' s  a  to ta l  d ' i sas ter . "  I  sa id ,  "Mr .  Ambas-

sador ,  you 've  jus t  go t  i t  a l1  wrong. "  J  to ld  h im what  had

happened in my deal ings w' i th the newspapers in the Uni ted States--

tha t  they  werenr t  even in te res ted  in  the  s to ry .  I  sa id ,  "That ' s

ius t  how smal l  a  th ing  th is  i s  to  the  Amer ican pub l ic  r igh t  now.

You ' l l  f i nd  ou t  j t ' s  no t  qo ' inq  to  hur t  you  one  b i t . "  Tha t

cheered hjm up. But Steve Aguirre,  who was his pr ivate secretary,

was an old f r iend of  mine from El Paso, and I  couldn- ' - t  imagine

Aqu i r re  no t  be ing  ab le  to  ge t  to  the  peop le  who cou ld  keep the

Ambassador advisedfon such an important matter. ]

Was Steve Aquirre Mexican American?

Yes. [He was] a very wel ' l  known kid in El  Paso when I  was grow-

ing  up .  [ I  though t  the  wor ld  o f  h im. ]

Do you know what became of him?

I  th ink  he  d jed  about  ten  years  ago.

Do you have any idea i f  he would have fam' i1y in El  Paso?

I 'm sure  he  has ,  Ves .  I 'm  sure  the  fami l y  i s  s t i l l  he re .

We ' l l  have to  fo l low tha t  up .  Genera l ,  you  once made a  comment

to me that you considered Josephus Daniels one of  the most
o."

naive men you ever knew. Was that the basjs for i t?

I  guess so, but there were other conversat ions.  I  was at

d inner  w i th  h im a  number  o f  t ' imes and there  was jus t  an  a ' i r

of  ingenuousness about him when i t  came to wor ld af fa i rs.

Another  example :  te l l jng  me to  te l l  F rank  Murphy  tha t  he 'd  suppor t
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him for  Pres ident  o f  the Uni ted States when he had never

me t  Murphy - -he  had  no  i dea  wha t  he  was  l i ke .  I ' d  ca l l  t ha t

i  ngenuous.

Th is  i s  in te res t ing  because Josephus Dan ie lsn  o f  course ,  was

Secretary of  the Navy at  the t ime of  the American invasion of

Vera  Cruz  jn  l9 l4 - - in  Apr i ' l  o f  
. |914 .  

I  don ' t  know what  bear -

ing  th is  ins igh t  in to  h is  charac ter  may have on  the  h is to ry  o f

tha t  par t i cu la r  a f fa i r ,  bu t  perhaps  h is to r ians  shou ld  take  no te

o f  i t .  D id  you ever  meet  Mr .  Dan ie ls  a f te r  th is  inc ' iden t  in

I  938?

No.  I  met  h im immedia te ly  a f te r  tha t .  I  met  h fm wi th in  the  nex t

week or so when his feel ings were very much rel ieved and he was

once aqa' in happy.

In  Mex ico  C i ty?

That 's  r igh t .  Bu t  I  never  saw h im aga in  in  the  Un i ted  Sta tes

tha t  I  reca l l .  I  thought  a  lo t  o f  h im;  I  en joyed h im very

much.  I f  I  sa id  he  was naTve I  was  ius t  th ink ing  ou t  loud .

He was nu i 'u . ,  bu t  he  was a lso  a  very ,  very  l i keab le  gent leman.

He told me, for  instance, that  the reason that he had taken the

Embassy in Mexico Ci ty was because he had never rea11y stored

up any  money in  h is  l j fe .  He f iqured  tha t  down there  he  cou ld

save around $201000 a year.  That was why i t  at t racted him.

Is  i t  your  op in ion  tha t  th is  na ive td  had any  bear ing  on  h is

competence?

0h,  I  th ink  so .  I  th ink ,  fo r  ins tance,  the  Vera  Cruz  exped i t ion

was very  i l l -adv ised.
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But some would have i t  that  Woodrow Wilson was more responsible

than anyone else for  that .

We ' |1 "  I  imaq ine  tha t ' s  t rue .  But  i f  the  Secre tary  o f  the  Navy

takes a strong posi t ion on the matter that  could have changed

the  Pres iden t ' s  m ind . [ I t  m igh t  have  res t ra ined  h im. ]

That ' s  very  in te res t ing ,  Genera l .  D id  you ever  have occas ion

to meet Dwight Morrow? 0f  course, th is vvas before the '30s.

No .

The la te  '30s .

No. The only other Ambassador that  I  knew was Wamen.

Did you ever meet Lindbergh?

Yes .

Where did you meet Char les Lindbergh?

I  met  h im in  an ' ,app1e orchard  a t  Roya l  0ak ,  Mich igan- - the  f i rs t

c rash  tha t  he 'd  had a f te r  h is  t rans-At lan t ic  f l i gh t .  I  thought

he  was a  s tu f fed  sh i r t  f rom the  word  "90 . "  I  d idn ' t  l i ke  any-

th ' ing  about  h im- -h igh ly  op in ionated ,  imper ious ,  nas ty .  He was

as  nas ty  as  the  peop le  a round h im on tha t  occas ion .  The idea o f

ta lk ing  to  the  press  was,  to  h im,  repugnant .  He was in  a  p lane

with George Landfair ,  Major George Landfair .  I  ta lked to Land-

fa i r  a t  g rea t  leng th  about  the  acc ident ,  bu t  no t  to  L indbergh. . .

oh ,  a  l i t t le  b i t .  As  soon as  he  found ou t  I  was  f rom the  press . . .

I  was there alone; I  just  happened to be passing by and saw a

p lane land in  the  f ie ldso  so  I  go t  a  scoop ou t  o f  i t .  I t  was

h is  f i rs t  c rash ,  o r  f i r s t  fo rced land ingo a f te r  he  became famous.

You never met h ' is  wi fen Ann Jt lorrow?

t r .
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M: No- She must haVe been a remarkable woman to suf fer  h im al l

those years -

E: 0f  courser she was Ambassador Morrow's daughter-  You once

ment ioned to me, General ,  that  you were acquainted with Fran-

c j sco t{rfj i ca .

M:  Yes .

E: What were the c i rcumstances of  your meet ing wi th him?

M: I  met him on several  occasions, always ' in Mexico Ci ty.  I  never

saw h im outs ide  o f  Mex ico  C i ty '  and i t  was  on  o f f i c ia l  bus iness

where  I 'd  go  on  to  h im w i th  someth ing- -ques t ions  tha t  I  wanted

answers  to .  He was p leasant  accord ' ing  to  h is  l igh ts .  t

said a few minutes ago that he always struck me as a f rustrated

col lege professor type--a very unhappy manr VQl"!  solemn-faced,

very br ief  in conversat ion,  courteous enough but never extending

h imse l f ;  no  warmth  to  h is  persona l i t y  a t  a ] l .  He was no t  an

impos ing  f igure  in  any  sense o f  the  word .

What  pos i t i on  was  he  ho ld ing  a t  th i s  t ime?

I don' t  remember.  I  th ink he was in the Secretar iat  and I

th jnk  i t  was  Educa t ion ,  bu t  I 'm  no t  su re .

lnJe can look that up. So your v is i ts to Mexico term' inated in

1 938?

That ' s  r igh t .

And you went back to Detroi t  af ter  your last  v is j t  to Mexico?

That ' s  r igh t .

Cou ld  you te l l  us ,  more  or  less ,  what  a re  your  reco l lec t ions

about be' ing a newspaperman for Detroi t rs leading newspaper lead-

ing  up  to  Wor ld  War  I I?  Were  you wr i t ing  on  mi l i ta ry  a f fa i rs?
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M:  Not  a t  a l l .  I  had  no  chance to .  The press  o f  the  Un i ted  Sta tes

was  no t  in te res ted  in  m i l i t a ry  copy ;  i t  s t i l l  i sn ' t  i n te res ted

in  mi l i ta ry  copy .  I t  doesn ' t  unders tand i t .  The average ed i to r

o f  the  Un i ted  Sta tes  is  an t j -m i l i ta ry  in  thought  and ph i losophy.

I  wrote as much, I  guess, dS gryone. dido but I  would wr i te

feature stor ies mainly,  out  of  my contacts wi th the Mexican Army

and the United States Army--the people at  Fort  Bl iss or the

Spanish Army where I  was working as a correspondent.

E: You ment ioned the Spanish Army. You were witness to some events

in  the  Span ish  C iv i l  War ,  weren ' t  you?

M:  Tha t ' s  r igh t .

E :  What  year  was th is ,  Genera l?

M:  
. |936 

and the  ear ly  par t  o f '37 .  I  go t  there  in  August  and I

th ink  I  le f t  in  February .

Le t ' s  go  across  the  ocean fo r  a  wh i le ,  f rom Mex ico .  What

was happen ing  in  Spa in  a t  tha t  t ime? What  was the  mi l i ta ry

s i tua t ion  a t  the  t ime tha t  you  amived?

The mi1  i ta ry  s i tua t ion  seemed to  be  hard  se t  aga ins t  the  so-

ca l led  Loya l i s ts  a t  tha t  t ime.  They  were  ho ld ing  fa i r l y  we l l

a t  Terue l . This was at  the t ' ime when the General  who

preceded Franco [Mo la ]  was  k i l led ,  I  th ink ,  in  an  a i r  c rash ;  then

Franco took  over .  I t  was  wh i le  I  was  a t  Arau juez  tha t  Qu iepo

de L lano go t  on  the  a i r  and ta lked  about  Madr id  be ing  the  nex t

target and that th is General  had four columns march' ing on

Madr id  and a  f i f th  co lumn ins jde  the  c i ty  tha t  was  go ing  to  tu rn .

There were f ive of  us comespondents at  Araujuez. We picked i t

up  on  the  rad io .  We tu rned " the  f i f th  co lumn"  jn to  a  house-

ho ld  express ion  so  tha t  by  the  t ime Wor ld  War  I I  came a long i t
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was [a  househo ld  express ion ] .  I t  d id  look  to  most  o f  the  cor respondents

a t  tha t  t ime tha t  Madr id  was about  to  fa l l .  I t  d idn ' t  to  me.

I  wrote f rom Spain and I  saw no chance of  Madrid fa l l ing wi th-

in  the  nex t  two years  and I  was  cer ta in f t  wou ld  no t  happen] .

So  i t  d idn r t  l ook  to  you  l j ke  Madr id  was  go ing  to  fa l l ?

I  was  cer ta in  i t  wou ld  no t  fa l l  w i th in  two years .  I  thought

tha t  i t  was  a  s t rong enough bas t jon  mi l  i ta r i l y  tha t  there  was

no poss ib i l i t y  o f  i t  be ing  taken in  ma in  s t rength  by  the  peop le

who had started the war. But at  the same t ime I  was

wr i t ing  tha t  the  Loya l i s t  cause was de fea ted- -and i t  wou ld  be

defeated within about two years.  My calculat ions on that came

from the fact  that  I  had seen the last  cot ton del ivered to the

docks of  Barcelona-- the last  shipment of  any mater ie l  f rom the

outs ide ,  and I  knew tha t  a l l  o f  the  war  mater ia l  tha t  the  Loya l -

j s ts  cou ld  depend on  was a l ready  in  Spa in  and they  cou ldn ' t

poss ib ly  do  i t  w i th  what  they  had.  By  tha t  t ime,  the  Russ ian

. inf luence there was already very pronounced. They came in

around October or November,  
. |936.

E:  I 'd  l i ke  to  go  back  fo r  jus t  a  second to  tha t  te rm " the  f i f th

column." So that was real ' ly  where the term was coined?

M:  Yes .

E: And four or f ive American newsmen were the ones who did i t?

M:  That ' s  r igh t .  A  coup le  o f  them were  Eng l ishmen.

E: Was Ernest Hemingway in that  group?

M:  No.  He hadn ' t  a r r i ved  in  Spa in  ye t .

E :  About  what  year  d id  he  ar r i ve?
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M:  He  a r r i ved  ius t  a f te r  I  l e f t .  I  d idn ' t  see  h im in  Spa in .

E: You never saw Ernest Hemingway in Spain?

M:  No-

E:  You d id  know h im '  however ,  la te r  in  Wor ld  War  I I?

M:  That ' s  r igh t .  We1 ' | ,  I  had  known h im before  Spa in .  I  to ld  you

about the conversat ions we had had in Key tr lest  where he told me

that he would not go over because he had fr iends on both s ides

and he  d idn ' t  have any  fee l ing  a t  a l l  about  the  war .  That  was

h is  v iewpo in t  a t  tha t  t jme.  That ' s  when I  to ld  you he  was a

chameleon- l  i  ke character.

E :  Very  in te res t jng ,  Genera l .  I  th ink  th ' i s  i s  a  good t ime to

break today's interv ' iew. I  want to thank you.

M:  0K,  s i r .
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