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THE VIEW
FIROWM
THE HILL

You may have noticed, from the time of
the year, from the cover of NOVA, from
untold other indices, that Homecoming is
once again upon us.

e

Theme this year is “Western Roundup,”
one reason being that the Wyoming Cow-
boys are foes of the Miners for the Home-
coming game. But before we get ahead of
ourselves, the 1974 Homecoming plans, as
set forth by this year’s Homecoming chair-
man, Dr. Rene Rosas, go like this:

November 7: Hospitality Night at the
Sheraton near the campus kicks off Home-
coming with a $1-per-libation cashbar and
stuff. There, beginning at 8 p.m. you can
meet Athletic Director Jim Bowden and
the UT El Paso coaches.

November 8: The annual Friday Home-
coming event is the Honors Banquet, hon-
oring this year Dr. Eleanor Duke, Out-
standing Ex-Student of 1974. This takes
place at the El Paso Country Club be-
ginning at 6:30 with cocktails, followed by
your usual good Country Club chow. After
the honors, reunion parties will be held (at
about 9 p.m.) for the classes of 1924, 1934,
1944, 1949, 1954, and 1964. If you are not
a member of any of these classes you can
attend anyway and you’ll be glad you did.

November 9: Departmental meetings are
still being arranged, also lunches and simi-
lar get-togethers. But today is Western
Roundup Time with a buffet dinner at the
El Paso Club before the football game —
try to get there for handshaking and
throat-slaking around 4:30 p.m., then eat
at about 5:30. Buses will be available to
take you to the Sun Bowl where, at 7:30
you’ll see the Miner-Cowboy kickoff on the
brand new astroturf. After the game the
buses will take you back downtown for a
drink, a dance or two, and a chuckwagon
breakfast, the latter at about 11.

The traditional loose-ends still need ty-
ing up but for information and reserva-
tions, check always with Maxine Neill,
Executive Assistant in the Development
and Alumni Office. Write to her at UT
El Paso, zip 79968, or call 747-5533.

The photograph you see on this page,
taken over Fred Hanes’ shoulder, is one of
the rare books from the S.L.A. Marshall
Collection on Military History which Gen-
eral Marshall gave the University this
summer. What makes this particular item
so interesting (besides its intrinsic rarity:
General Crawfurd was one of Wellington’s
great Peninsular generals) is that letter
sewn in. The letter, dated January 31,
1892, is addressed to “My dear Fraser”—
apparently the owner of the book who
loaned the copy to his correspondent —
and is signed “Wolseley”. Military histor-
ians will recognize that Sir Garnet Wol-
seley (Field Marshall, Viscount, Com-
mander-in-Chief of the British Army, etc.)
was perhaps the greatest British general of
the Victorian age and the acclaimed mast-
er of the “small war” of the British Em-
pire between the era of the Crimean War
and World War I

BACK COVER:

Upon the death of her husband, Mr. Hel-
land Valdemar "Swede'" Olson ('26) in Sep-
tember, 1973, Mrs. Olson sent this photo-
graph (believed to be the 1921 TCM
football squad) to Dean Ray Guard of the
College of Engineering. Except for Deans
Worrell and Kidd &second row, left), the
people are unidentitied and we'd appreci-
ate any help you can give us. If you recog-
nize anybody, write the News Bureau please.
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DR. ELEANOR DUKE:
OUTSTANDING EX

Vb hen Eleanor Duke was notified she
had been selected as UT El Paso’s Out-
standing Ex-Student for 1974, her reaction
was: “Oh no! Not me!”

This forthright response typifies her
character and comes as no surprise to any-
one who knows her. In fact, when you get
right down to it, the news of the honor
itself probably comes as less of a surprise
to her students and colleagues than it did
to the lady herself.

But then, perhaps you are not acquaint-
ed with Dr. Duke.

Eleanor Lyon was born in Marfa, Texas,
the oldest of two children of Mr. and Mrs.
William L. Lyon. For many years Mr.
Lyon was a sales representative for Kelly
Springfield Tires and during this time was
headquartered in various parts of the west
and southwest. As a result, Eleanor and her
younger brother William Jr. learned at an
early age the art of transfer and adjust-
ment.

For example, during her kindergarten-
through-secondary school years, she at-
tended schools in Phoenix, Los Angeles,
Sacramento, El Paso, Albuquerque, back to
El Paso, back to Albuquerque, over to
Phoenix and finally to El Paso again where
she graduated from Austin High School.
All of this moving around had no detri-
mental effect whatever on her studies; in

by Jeannette Smith

fact, she skipped grades three and six
entirely.

When she enrolled at the Texas College
of Mines and Metallurgy in the mid-
1930’s, Eleanor’s dream of a medical ca-
reer was overshadowed by the realization
that a medical education was financially
impossible. However, since her study
strengths had always been in math and
science, she opted for as many courses as
possible in these areas—and as few courses
in English and physical education as she
could get away with.

“Professor Leon Denny Moses was my
English professor,” she recalls, “and our
first theme assignment was titled ‘Why I
Came to TCM’. The first sentence was
easy: ‘I came to TCM because my mother
sent me.” After that, I couldn’t think of a
thing to say.” Eventually and laboriously
she strung out this single thought to the re-
quired three-page length and turned it in.

“Prof. Moses wasn’t very impressed with
my literary effort,” she comments, “in fact,
I didn’t do too well in that course.”

Physical education courses (required at
that time) were yet another nemesis for
Eleanor. “I was terrible at sports,” she ex-
plains, “and they probably used more
iodine on me than on all of the other stu-
dents put together.”

She persevered, however, through field

hockey, speedball and tennis, suitably
dressed in the PE uniform of the day:
bright orange knicker-type gym suit which,
regulations required, “must be worn not
more than ¥4 of an inch above the knee-
cap.”

lzI))uring her years as a student at TCM,
Eleanor worked in various part-time jobs
both on and off the campus. As a fresh-
man she earned 25¢ per evening as a baby-
sitter (50¢ for the evening if the parents
weren’t back by midnight).

She also worked as a student assistant in
the biology lab under the direction of Dr.
Anton Berkman, professor and chairman
of the Department of Biology, where she
“did everything from washing test-tubes to
embalming cats.” During the latter part of
her undergraduate years at TCM, she also
worked as a lab assistant for Dr. George
Turner in the Clinical Laboratories at
Southwestern General Hospital.

All of this part-time work helped but
didn’t completely alleviate the financial
problems. That was why, during those
post-depression, pre-World War II days,
she (and many other students) so deeply
appreciated—and depended on—“Speedy
Nelson’s Loan Fund.” It was an informal,
unofficial operation instituted by Dr. Lloyd
A. Nelson, professor of geology, for the
benefit of struggling students.

“I would never have gotten through
school without the help of that loan fund,”
explains Dr. Duke. “Each semester we stu-
dents would borrow money from him in
order to pay tuition fees. We would barely
manage to repay him by the end of the
semester, then have to borrow all over
again to enroll for the following term.”

In May, 1939, Eleanor received a
bachelor’s degree (major in biology), went
to work as a medical technician for local
physician Dr. E. J. Cummins and a few
months later, married Jack Duke (Class of
1938) who at that time was a teacher at
Rusk Elementary School. Shortly there-
after when Jack became an undercover
agent with the Alcohol Tax Unit, Division
of the U.S. Treasury Department, the new-
ly-weds moved to Mississippi where he
spent much of his time chasing moonshin-
ers. Eleanor kept house and made a few
dresses out of tablecloths.

“About the time we got married,” she
explains, “one of the downtown El Paso
department stores had a big sale on table-
cloths, consequently we received a number
of them as wedding gifts. They were quite
lovely, in different colors and patterns, and
they turned out to be real budget-stretchers
after I made dresses out of some of them.”

In 1943 when Jack went into the Army
and was sent to China to serve with Gen.
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Above:
A TCM junior

Left:
Baby days

Claire Chennault’s forces, Eleanor returned
to El Paso and tried her wings at teaching
high school biology.

“I was the third teacher to be assigned
in less than two months to this particular
class at Ysleta High School,” she says. “I
began in October and managed to last
through the fall semester. Most of the stu-
dents had flunked biology during the pre-
vious semester and were in no way in-
terested in doing any better the second
time around.”

In spite of the non-inspirational aspects
of that first teaching assignment, by that
time Eleanor was seriously considering
teaching as a career and fate—in the form
of Dr. Berkman and his unfortunate en-
counter with a tree—seemed to be in agree-
ment.

While pruning a tree, Dr. Berkman had
fallen and broken his leg and as a result he
urgently needed someone to help him with
his laboratory classes and other chores. He
sent out an SOS to Eleanor, she quickly
responded, and suddenly she was helping
teach biological sciences at TCM.

She enjoyed college-level teaching, and
probably would have stayed on indefinitely
had it not been for her father, who wanted
her to continue her education while Jack
was overseas.

“Dad bought me a one-way ticket to
Austin,” she comments. So she enrolled at
UT Austin as a graduate student and in

2

record time (a little over eight months,
averaging four hours’ sleep each night)
she had earned a master’s degree in sci-
ence.

She then returned to teach at TCM
until Jack returned to the States, was dis-
charged from the Army and rejoined the
Treasury Department. They were sent to
New Orleans, and she worked as a research
technician at the Oschsner Clinic where
her duties were closely related to patient
care. The experience was valuable, but
Eleanor decided she would not make it her
life’s work because, she says, “I was the
perfect specimen for hypochondria. Any
symptom that a patient had, I managed to
develop.”

In 1947 when her husband was trans-
ferred to El Paso, this time with the U.S.
Customs Service, she was quite happy to
return to TCM, first as an instructor, later
as assistant professor of biological sciences.

It was a fortunate return—particularly
for the students, for they were always quick
to recognize and appreciate not only her
teaching competency but also her ability
to communicate with them as individuals.

Dr. Eugenio A. Aguilar Jr., a local den-
tist, a 1949 TCM graduate and one of her
former students, says: “She was a fine
teacher and she had a genuine concern for
our needs and goals. She always went out
of her way to help us . .. You meet few
people like Dr. Duke who have so much
concern for others.”

Dr. Duke recalls that in those days par-
ticularly, teaching was truly a joy and a
privilege—and the only drawback to her
job was the fact that she looked as young
or younger than her students. “In fact,”
she says, “I sometimes forgot that I wasn’t
on the same age level.

“What finally made me realize that I
was no longer a 19 or 20-year-old was the
day when Bob McMasters, one of the pre-
med students, brought me a present. It was
a lovely brooch and he said it was just like
the one he had bought for his mother on
Mother’s Day.”

Dr. Robert E. McMasters graduated
from TCM in 1953 and is now associate
professor of medicine and head of the Di-

TCM graduate

vision of Neurosciences at the UT Health
Science Center at San Antonio. He vividly
remembers his college days and particularly
Dr. Duke, or “Mrs. Duke” as she was then
called by her students.

“She was an outstanding teacher,” he
says, “and don’t ask me to explain why,
because the ability to teach is an in-
tangible, innate talent. I learned much
from her, and to this day I incorporate
some of her teaching methods into my
own work.”

Dr. McMasters goes on to say that the
Biology Department on campus at that
time was small, with a strong comradeship
between faculty and students, that the
dominant figure was Dr. Berkman, but
that Mrs. Duke was “the key figure.”

“She made scientific theories believable,
understandable . . . and she encouraged us
and, was supportive of everything we did.”

She and Dr. Berkman were co-sponsors
of the Pre-Med Club and according to Dr.
McMasters, she never missed a meeting.
“She convinced us that a formal education
was only the beginning . . . that the quest
for knowledge continues indefinitely and
long past the attainment of the highest
degree.”

Dr. McMasters was at that time trying
to decide whether to work toward a Ph.D.
or an M.D. and he says it was Mrs. Duke
who pointed out to him that a medical de-
gree would give him more leeway—that he
could then go into private practice as well
as research or teaching.

He took her advice and before he left,
entrusted his pet to her, “temporarily,” for
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Mr. and Mrs. Jack Duke, early 1940°s



safekeeping. The pet was a piranha, a
voraciously carnivorous tropical fish. This
one subsisted on a diet of goldfish which
had to be purchased twice-weekly from a
local pet store. Eleanor Duke faithfully
cared for it for nine years until it died. No
sooner had she completed this lengthy task
than she was given a replacement by her
niece. So now she takes care of Henrietta,
the second piranha—and she still travels
twice a week to a pet store that sells gold-
fish.

In 1950 Eleanor decided to work toward
a doctoral degree in biological sciences at
UT Austin. She spent each of the next
four summers doing just that—until the
end of the summer of 1953 when she was
told that she would have to spend a full
year at Austin in order to complete her
degree.

Eleanor felt that her primary responsibil-
ities were to her husband and to her job—
both back in El Paso—so her decision was
quick and unequivocal. She gave up her
plans for a doctorate.

It was not until ten years later that a
chance meeting with one of her former
UT Austin professors convinced her that
she could complete her degree work. “The
professor told me it would be ‘quick and
easy’,” she says, “and that all I had to do
was to conduct the required research at a
suitable site near El Paso.”

Except that the nearest “suitable site”
was in Mimbres Hot Springs, N.M., near
the Gila Wilderness and what’s more,
there was no equipment.

Undaunted, she sent every holiday and
weekend “sitting with my feet in that hot,
muddy spring, studying the algae and get-
ting sunburned and blistered.”

Through the ingenuity (and elbow
grease) of her husband and brother, the
necessary equipment was built right at the
site and before long, she also had all the
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Above: Drs. Duke and Reimann at the electron microscope.

“helpers” she needed when eight of her
brother’s nine children began accompany-
ing her on weekends.

“I started taking them along, three or
four at a time, for company,” she says.
“They proved to be invaluable helpers.”

And Aunt Eleanor proved to be a strong
and inspiring influence on her nieces and
nephews, according to brother Bill ( a UT
Austin graduate, now Senior Staff Engi-
neer at the El Paso Electric Co.), and also
according to a recent progress report on
the group. The oldest nephew, David, is a
Princeton graduate and a statistician in
Denver, Colo. Cathy is a UT El Paso
graduate and a speech therapist with the
El Paso schools; Richard is a Cal Tech
graduate now working toward an advanced
degree at Stanford; James is a senior at
Princeton; Robert is a sophomore at Cor-
nell, and Thomas is a freshman at Prince-
ton. Twins Eleanor and Bill are sopho-
mores at Austin High School and the
youngest, Jack, is a second-grader.

In 1967, Eleanor Duke received her
Ph.D. degree upon completion of her dis-
sertation “‘Production Study of a Thermal
Spring.” However as she has told so many
of her students, the attainment of the de-
gree is not the end of the quest for knowl-
edge.

By 1969, her particular quest had led
her to William Beaumont Army Medical
Center where she began working in her
spare time as a research assistant to Dr.
B. E. F. Reimann, Chief, Electron Micro-
scopy, Special Pathology.

She was initially attracted to the work
out there because of the exceptionally fine
electron microscope and other equipment.
Now, five years later, she is still there as
often as possible, in order that she can be
a part of the important research being con-
ducted by Dr. Reimann.

The eminent scientist’s research activi-

Right panel: Nitrogen gas, used in microscope, does funny things at times.

ties concentrate on three principle areas:
kidney diseases and the methods of diag-
nosing and treating them; viral infections;
and the effects of marijuana on habitual
users. Concerning the latter, he has testi-
fied as an expert witness at more than 50
courts-martial.

He also does a good deal of teaching at
Beaumont, to groups of Army physicians
interested in specializing in areas of pa-
thology. In addition, UT EI Paso science
majors who show particular promise (and
he and Dr. Duke select them on the basis
of interest and incentive as well as aca-
demic grades) are allowed to conduct re-
search projects under his direction.




Dr. Reimann is the highest-ranking civi-
lian at William Beaumont Army Medical
Center which in turn is rated one of the
five finest medical centers of its type
throughout the nation. And Dr. Reimann
himself does not mince words when it
comes to rating the work of Dr. Eleanor
Duke.

“In my opinion,” he says, “she is the
best. She is both a fine scholar and scien-
tist because she has what it takes: an in-
dependent, inquiring mind and an insati-
able thirst for knowledge.

“I expect a hellava lot from anyone who
works with me,” he continues, “and she
meets all the standards.”

Drs. Reimann and Duke have collabo-
rated on several articles already published
in scientific journals and the two of them
also co-authored with Dr. Joyce Lewin, re-
nowned oceanographer at the University
of Washington, an article published last
year in Phycologia.

Also in preparation are half a dozen
other articles by Drs. Duke and Reimann,
one of them a chapter that has already
been accepted for inclusion in a mono-
graph to be published by Blackwell Scien-
tific Publications in England,

Somehow Dr. Duke also finds time to
participate in a number of professional or-
ganizations such as the Texas Association
of College Teachers (TACT) of which she
is former state president and vice presi-
dent; the Texas and New York Academies
of Science; the University’s Matrix So-
ciety; Delta Kappa Gamma and the
Texas Chapter of Biological Photographers
Assn., the latter in which she has won
various honors in past competitions for her
non-medical color slides.

There are also, of course, other honors,
including the selection of Dr. Duke as
“Woman of the Year in Science” (1966)
by the El Paso Herald-Post, and being
listed in Who’s Who Among American
Women.

Then there is a close-knit family life
that includes, in addition to Jack, all those
nieces and nephews, her brother and sister-
in-law, and her parents who live almost
directly across the street from the Dukes.

And somehow she and Jack find occa-
sional swatches of time when they can take
their 17-foot camper and go off on an over-
night or weekend camping trip.

Rarely does Dr. Duke have much free
time, unless she is ill and that isn’t very
often. There was, however, a long period of
enforced idleness back in the early 1960’s,
due to a severe case of food poisoning. The
poisoning was bad enough in itself, how-
ever she managed to compound it by faint-
ing, striking her head against the bedside
table, and winding up in the hospital being
treated not only for ptomaine, but also for
cuts on her face, and for the tooth she had
knocked out and the other tooth that was
jammed up into her sinus.

Eleanor managed to find one bright
moment even during this period of pain
and discomfort and that was when she
came to in the hospital to find a number
of doctors and dentists standing around
her bed—and every one of them had been
a student of hers at one time or another.
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“There they were,” she dryly comments,
“among them Richard Moore, Donald
Rathbun, John Lukowski, Roy Merweth,
Laurence Nickey, Bill Kern—and wand-
ering around were also Joe Galatzan and
Howard Marshall. And they all looked at
me as if they had been waiting for a long
time to get a good look at my head—par-
ticularly at what goes on inside of it!”

It is not only those earlier students (so
many of them now doctors, dentists, sci-
entists) who hold her in such high esteem.

The quality of Dr. Duke’s teaching is
just as fine—and just as dedicated—today
as it was two or three decades ago and her
most recent students are the first to testify
to this, in fact, they have done so—in writ-
ing—in various campus-wide teacher eval-
uation forms.

One of more than 300 such forms com-
pleted by freshman biology and zoology
students during the past year or so, about
the only major complaint concerning Dr.
Duke’s classes is that the classes are too
large.

On the other hand, and almost unani-
mously, the comments—all unsigned—go
like this:

“... by far one of the best in-
structors I have ever had in a
science course . . . my under-
standing of science has always
been mil until now . . . it’s
been very nice . . . especially
having (an instructor) that
cares about you as an indi-
vidual . . .’

“Dr. Duke is really turned on
with science . . . she passes on
some of (her enthusiasm) to
her students . . . always en-

“. .. Dr. Duke really under-
stands the subject and makes it
interesting . . . an excellent
instructor.”

“This is the only course I
have at UTEP where we have
been disappointed to hear the
bell ring.”

“. .. I recommend this in-
structor to any student, wheth-
er undergraduate or graduate
.« . I sincerely wish I could
expect the same quality of in-
struction in my future classes.”

“...she made the course in-
teresting, alive and stimulating
due to her sense of humor and
experience . ..”

“. .. she is beautifully pre-
pared and gives such good lec-
tures that I feel terribly cheat-
ed if I have to miss a class...”

“. . . she did an excellent
job considering she was not
given adequate (number of)
teaching assistants for a class
that was far too large . ..”

“she has a marvelous ability
to communicate difficult ideas
to the student . ..”

“. .. I took the course for a
requirement and now I'm go-
ing to make it my minor.”

“. .. (her) knowledge and
interest in the subject is in-
spirational.”

“. . . she has never let the
pressure of a large class affect
her, much to her credit . . .
has the dedicated approach to
her subject . . .and this could
not be said for all teachers . ..”

courages questions and after-
hours conferences . . .”

“Very easy to tell she works
for our class outside of
GlasTeee >

And finally, a student’s comment that
can be seconded by all UT El Pasoans,
past and present:

“. . . Just hang in there, Dr. Duke—
you’re doing great.” []

The Dukes reminisce and look at some Flowsheet annuals of the late 1930’s.



THE S.L.A. MARSHALL
COLLECTION

by Fred W. Hanes

University libraries are frequently in-
debted to private donors for unique collec-
tions of particular value. These often con-
centrate narrowly on a special subject and
provide more comprehensive coverage than
the library could otherwise afford in view
of limited funds and the need to support a
wide variety of fields of study. Such col-
lections take years to assemble since im-
portant works are often out of print and
must be sought through the byways of the
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antiquarian book trade and purchased
when and if available. Discriminating taste
and specialized knowledge are an absolute
requirement if the items selected for the
collection are to be pertinent and germane
to the central theme. The recipient library
counts itself particularly fortunate if a gift
collection relates in a particularly appro-
priate way to the research requirements of
faculty and students, or opens new and
constructive avenues of investigation.

Fred Hanes, Director of Libraries at UT El Paso, examines some of the books in the S.L.A. Marshall
Collection on Military History. The collection, shelved temporarily for cataloging, covers the entire stack
behind Mr. Hanes plus part of the stack on the right. Among many valuable sets of books in the collection
is Napier's Peninsular War (1828), the six volumes above the book Mr. Hanes holds.

The University Library was the recent
recipient of such a major collection from
Brig. Gen. S.L.A. Marshall. The Marshall
Collection on Military History is an im-
portant acquisition for the Library and will
serve as a major research resource for
faculty, students, and others whose voca-
tional or avocational interests it can serve.
The 2,347 items in the collection cover a
wide range of subjects from classic treatises
on warfare to individual volumes of photo-
graphs and text relating to the activities of
individual units in specific campaigns. At
least one of the latter was prepared es-
pecially for General Marshall and has the
added value of complete uniqueness.

Even a cursory sampling of the Marshall
Collection reveals that while much of its
value lies revealed in the titles of books
readily visible to the most casual observer,
much more lies hidden waiting to be dis-
covered. A closer scrutiny reveals, for in-
stance, that what appears to be a copy like
all other copies of the same book, is actu-
ally in many instances much more. Through
underlined passages and marginal notes by
General Marshall, the contents can be
viewed through the perceptive eye of an
eminent and respected military historian.
In one instance, for example, a marginal
comment deflates the lyrically imaginative
passage of a well known personage with
the terse comment, “Well hardly.” In an-
other note in the same book, referring to a
passage describing (or perhaps obscuring)
military events, Marshall dryly observes,
“It is very inaccurate making things more
than they were.” And in still another his
pithy comment is, “This is pure cant and
humbug.” Not infrequently General Mar-
shall, good historian that he is, has placed
in a book correspondence relating to it,
and at least some of the latter are from
authors whose inaccuracies and irrelevan-
cies have been forthrightly belabored by
General S.L.A. Marshall, book reviewer
and journalist of note.

So the Marshall Collection cannot be
judged accurately as to its impact solely as
a list of books on military topics, although
that aspect is impressive. It also is and will
be, in part at least, a means to judge men
and events through the keen perceptions of
one of this Century’s most knowledgeable
and respected observers. “Slam” Mar-
shall will speak directly to students and
scholars for decades to come, and although
he didn’t plan it thus, therein will lie one
of his greatest contributions.

Few book collections are ever complete,
since men and women continue to write
and since the recorded words of those long
dead are often in books that have all but
disappeared and may not reward a lifetime
of searching. Hopefully, the fine collection
donated to the University Library by Gen-
eral Marshall will be a start and not an
end. It can continue to grow through the
interest and good will of friends of the
University. Certainly there could be no
more likely source and hospitable environ-
ment than El Paso with its rich historic
tradition and close ties with the institution
and people of a major military installation.

Fred W. Hanes is Director of Libraries
at UT El Paso.



TCM Reisite‘d

by Nancy Hamilton

“T SEBAL :

he engineering students didn’t all
wear beards for St. Patrick’s Day— they
were tough enough looking without them!”

His blue eyes twinkling below a thatch
of white hair, Charles Skidmore relaxed in
the Information Office and looked back on
the 1920-22 years when he was a student
at the College of Mines. The occasion was
his first return visit to the campus since
1935. With him, interjecting helpful com-
ments from time to time during the Au-
gust 21 conversation, were his wife and
their son and daughter-in-law, Mr. and
Mrs. Charles (Carley) Skidmore Jr. of
Fort Worth.

_The senior Skidmores now live in Long-
view, but they met and married in El Paso
while he was a mining engineering student.

Among his recollections were helping to
found the APOs, still a lively local fra-
ternity at the university, and playing in the
first football game on new Kidd Field.

What he lacked in stature (his nickname
was Peewee) he made up in stamina, as he
played halfback.

“I don’t remember who the other team
was, but I think it was from a college,” he
noted. In those days the Miners took on
teams where they could find them, playing
against El Paso and Las Cruces high
schools and Ft. Bliss.

His teammates included Joe Bennett,
Lewis Robinson and Bill Hartman. He also
remembers as fellow students Dick Tighe,
Lloyd Summers, Tom Doxey, an Indian
boy named Fred Fox, “Pop” Russell and
Dean Stahmann.

John W. Kidd, known as “Cap” to his
students, Will Seamon and Frank Seamon
were on the faculty.

“My class started the mine on campus,”
Skidmore said proudly.

He and Doxey were prime movers in
starting Alpha Phi Omega, the engineers’
social fraternity.

“I had belonged to Alpha Tau Omega
at Gettysburg College before coming
here,” he related. “Tom had belonged to
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Sigma Chi. We designed a pin similar to
the Sigma Chi pin with a Maltese cross.”
How did he happen to come to Mines?

Long way around.

Skidmore said when he finished high
school in San Antonio, the coach got scho-
larships for Skidmore and three other boys
to his alma mater in Gettysburg, Pa. Dur-
ing his second winter there, Charles didn’t
get home for the Christmas holidays. He
spent the time in his dormitory room think-
ing about the warm Texas sun.

He wrote to the University of Texas at
Austin, inquiring about studying mining
engineering, and was referred to the little
mining school in El Paso.

In February he entered as a sophomore.
“No one ever left school because they
didn’t like it here,” he said. “They had a
hard time ever getting me back into cold
country.”

To celebrate St. Pat’s day, dear to the
hearts of engineers, the boys used to go
out to Hueco Tanks. Freshmen had to kiss
a Blarney Stone. “We fixed it up with stuff
that tasted bad—you could taste it a week
or two,” he noted.

Skidmore said the college, which had
about 135 students, was a long way from
town. The streetcar ran about halfway up
the hill.

“We could look out the dormitory win-
dow and see the streetcar when it came to
the end of the line. When we saw it change
the trolley for the return trip, we’d start
running. We’d run half way so we could
ride half way to town,” he related.

One day when there were on foot, he
and his friends Joe and Delmer Bennett
came up Oregon Street. “I know a girl
who lives here,” Delmer said.

So they stopped and Charles met Nell
Boomer. She invited the boys in and played
the piano for them. It wasn’t long before
she and Charles started taking in the Sun-
day afternoon open house at the home of
Professor and Mrs. Will Seamon, 2100
North Stanton Street.

“Every Sunday afternoon the Seamons
had open house for students and their girl-
friends,” Mrs. Skidmore exlained. “It was
strictly a man’s school. Girls just didn’t go
on the campus.”

Mrs. Skidmore said she recalled the Sea-
mon home had been built with railroad
ties, causing a stir because of its unusual
building materials.

While attending school, Skidmore
worked in the mailing room for the El
Paso Sunday Times, at the Sun Drug Co.
in Sunset Heights, and for United Cigar
Co. “Nearly all the students then worked
somewhere,” he said.

Charles and Nell were married in 1921.
As their family began arriving he decided
to quit school in favor of work, just 18
hours short of his degree. He worked five
or six years for Heid Brothers, feed dealer.
With a background as an electrician ap-
prentice, he returned to that trade and
stayed with it the rest of his life.

After several years in El Paso, the young
couple moved to Longview where he es-
tablished his own business, Skidmore Elec-
tric Co. At 74 he is still very much a part
of the action.

Their children are Charles, Jr., Nell and
James, born in El Paso, and Herbert and
John, born in Longview. They have 19
grandchildren and two great-grandchil-
dren.

“T was amazed,” he said of his first view
of the University of Texas at El Paso. “I
had a hard time finding the places I re-
membered.”

Among them were the buildings from his
time, Old Main, the present Geology
building, and Graham Hall (formerly
Burges) .

His wife mentioned the little house
where the head of the college, Dean S. H.
Worrell, had lived. It is across the street
from the Student Union.

The junior Skidmores were married here
30 years ago when he was in the service.
The family has several relatives in El Paso.

The Skidmores agreed the high point of
their visit was touring the campus. Will
they come back again?

It's a little hard for him to get away
from his business, but maybe someday
he’ll have some time available . . . []




Byron Alexander

ettt
Douglas Price

double honors . .. double image . ..

Alexander and Price

Small wonder that Byron Alexander and
Douglas Sterling Price were singled out for
special recognition by University President
A. B. Templeton during Commencement
ceremonies last May.

These two students—from a graduating
class of almost 700—were the only ones to
have accomlished the remarkable academic
feat of qualifying for “Highest Honors”
while also winding up with perfect 4.0
overall grade point averages (GPA) for
their entire four years’ undergraduate
studies at UT El Paso.

The rarity of this two-fold achievement
is illustrated by the fact that, in the past
five years, during which over 5,000 stu-
dents have graduated from the University,
only four graduates have qualified for both
honors: Alexander, Price, and in the Class
of 1971, Denise Abraham and Bonnye Jo
Stoltz.

Others have received ‘“Highest Honors”
which in itself is an admirable achieve-
ment. On the other hand, there has also
been a handful of students who maintained
the perfect 4.0 GPAs, however none of the
latter group qualified for “Highest Hon-
ors” because all of their college credits
were not earned at UT El Paso.

It is therefore apparent and unarguable
that as UT El Paso undergraduates,
Messrs. Alexander and Price exhibited
academic prowess seldom equaled and
never surpassed in the history of this insti-
tution.

And yet almost as unusual-—and perhaps
even more intriguing — is the manner in

which both the academic and non-aca-
demic paths of these two young men have
so often paralleled—not to mention the un-
canny similarities in their family back-
grounds.

Just for starters, they were in the same
graduating class at Coronado High School
in 1970 and enrolled as freshmen that fol-
lowing fall at UT El Paso where they ma-
jored in biological sciences, minored in
chemistry, and took courses in German to
fulfill some of the required credits in the
“non-science’ area.

Both were members of Alpha Chi, a
scholastic honorary for juniors and seniors;
and Beta Beta Beta, a scholastic organiza-
tion for biology majors.

Last May, they each earned a Bachelor
of Science in the Sciences degree.

As to their respective families, the
world of academe is prominent with both.
Byron’s father, Dr. Harold E. Alexander,
is a professor of chemistry at UT El Paso,

and his mother is a teacher and head of .

the Science Department at Riverside High
School in the Ysleta School System.

Douglas’s father, Lt. Col. (ret.) Arthur
P. Price, is a teacher at Coronado High
School and his mother is a teacher at Put-
nam Elementary School.

Byron and Douglas each have an older
brother and a younger brother—and their
younger brothers David Alexander and
Stevenson Price are both seniors at Cor-
onado High School.

Both families attend Western Hills
United Methodist Church.

The two UT El Paso graduates were
each awarded a scholarship for advanced
studies preparatory to their chosen profes-
sional fields and only now do their paths
lead in opposite directions.

Byron is doing graduate work in animal
behavioral studies at Stanford University
under a National Science Foundation
Fellowship.

Douglas is the recipient of a Southern
Medical Association Scholarship and is
attending the University of Texas Medical
School at San Antonio and here again is
another, although more indirect tie, be-
tween the two young men. Byron’s older
brother Harold is also enrolled at the same
medical school. (Douglas’ older brother
Richard is a graduate of The Citadel.)

There were and are of course some other
dissimilarities of interest and activities.

Byron is an accomplished artist, partic-
ularly in bird sketching; some of his
sketches appeared in the El Paso Times in
early 1974. He was president of Beta Beta
Beta on campus (1973-1974) and is an

.inveterate reader.

Doug took two years of ROTC (Su-
perior Cadet, 1971-1972) at UT El Paso,
is listed in Who’s Who Among Students in
American Colleges and Universities, and
is a sports buff.

However in the areas where it counts
the most, Byron Alexander and Douglas
Price are indeed brothers. They both hold
UT El Paso diplomas inscribed with
“Highest Honors” and their futures hold
identical promise of productivity and
success. [ |



Summer Orientation

Orientation for new UT El Paso students is an antidote to
apprehension, confusion and other emotions that sometimes
beset them when they first set foot on a college campus.

The three two-day Summer Orientation sessions, for ex-
ample, dispel such symptoms with large doses of peer-group
activities plus generous amounts of academic advising (with
department chairmen), campus tours, meals, placement
exams, entertainment and observation of “real” classes.

Two “firsts” were presented at this summer’s orientations:
“Casino Night” was enthusiastically attended and the enjoy-
ment was undiluted because no money was exchanged, there-
fore no money was lost. Each student was given $60 worth
of chips with which to gamble. Those who won $250 (in
chips) were then entitled to throw a dart at a ballon that had
the name of a prize in it.

The second new wrinkle of orientation was the opportunity
for student-participants to register completely for their fall
classes.

Comments from students about orientation ranged from

good to uncomplimentary, the latter being—as Director of
Counseling Sue Colley said—‘“predictable.”

For example, about the Food Service the “predictable” re-
marks included: “service good, food bad”; “Regular school
cafeteria food!” “The food service was good, no high class
restaurant, but I can’t afford to eat at a big restaurant.”

Predictable comments on the accommodations ranged from
“fair to Midland (sic),” to “too many mosquitoes in room
and air conditioning made it difficult to breathe.”

When asked what they would most remember about the
Summer Orientation, various students replied:

“Meeting my fellow students.”
“Walking and talking, talking and walking.”
“The girls.”
“. .. and having advisors you can relate to.”

“Staying in the dorm.”

“Nothing in particular, just left with a good overall im-
pression.” []

Photos and story by Peter Ashkenaz
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JOHN F. FINERTY REPORTS
PORFIRIAN MEXICO 1879.
Edited by W. H. Timmons. El
Paso: Texas Western Press of The

University of Texas at El Paso,
1974, '$12.

John F. Finerty

Young, Irish-born John F. Finerty was
one of the best-known correspondents of
his day. In 1876 as a reporter for the
Chicago Times he completed an assign-
ment covering General George Crook’s
campaign against the Sioux. His narra-
tive, which subsequently became a book
called War-Path and Bivouac, revealed
that the author was a man of keen in-
telligence, a perceptive observer, a writ-
er with a flair for vivid description, and
a superb story-teller.

In 1877 Finerty was assigned to Texas
to cover the border troubles which were
seriously disturbing relations between
the United States and Mexico. It was
his first visit to Texas, to the Rio Grande
frontier, and to northern Mexico; it
would not be his last. Although he was
impressed with the beauty of San An-
tonio, he was immensely disturbed over
the vandalism and neglect he saw in
the Alamo. An article he wrote for his
paper criticizing conditions in the mis-
sion was reprinted in several Texas
newspapers, and may well have been a
factor stimulating the movement among
Texans to rescue their shrine from de-
cay and degradation.

During the summer Finerty visited
the Rio Grande border and the mines of
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northern Mexico. He was appalled by
the total lack of social and economic
development in Mexico and returned to
Texas convinced that the annexation of
Mexico by the United States was just a
matter of time. It should be done, he
said, to save the Mexicans from them-
selves.

In the fall of 1878 a group of Chicago
businessmen organized the American
Industrial Deputation to improve trade
relations between the United States and
Mexico. They were convinced that
President Porfirio Diaz, who had seized
power in 1876 and effectively silenced
all opposition, would be receptive. The
Chicago 7T'imes endorsed the project, and
assigned Finerty to accompany the party
to Mexico and report the Deputation’s
activities and progress.

The Deputation of eighty members,
which included such distinguished in-
dividuals as the governor of Kentucky,
left New Orleans by steamship on Jan-
uary 9, 1879, arriving in Veracruz three
days later. The party then boarded a
train for Mexico City where the excur-
sionists remained for about three weeks.
They toured the city and its environs,
visited the battlefields of 1847, attended
a reception given by President Diaz,
and, of course, saw a bullfight. Finerty
enjoyed the trip immensely, faithfully
reported all he saw and heard, and be-
came the first American correspondent
to obtain an interview with President
Diaz.

On February 10, 1879 the Deputation
embarked at Veracruz for New Orleans;
Finerty, however, had decided to re-
main m Mexico. “This thing of travel-
ing in crowds,” he wrote, “is a bore and
a nuisance. Too see part of the world
the true way is to cut loose and, like
Robinson Crusoe, try the thing on your
own hook.”

During the next two months Finerty
saw and reported Mexico “on his own
hook.” Traveling by train, stagecoach,
wagon, horseback, and even by mule-
back, he set out to visit the Mexican
capital a second time, and then to the
northwest, proceeding by way of Quere-
taro, Aguas Calientes, Zacatecas, Du-
rango, Parral, and Chihuahua. On April
8, he crossed the Rio Grande at El Paso
del Norte, viewed the Stars and Stripes
flying over Fort Bliss, Texas, which he
found to be “the very antithesis of its
name,” and continued his journey by
way of Mesilla, Albuquerque, Santa Fe,
Colorado Springs, and Denver.

The record of Finerty’s travels in
Mexico in 1879 may be found in four-
teen separate articles which appeared in
the Chicago Times during the first four
months of that year. Although there
was much about Mexico that Finerty
liked—the hospitality, the scenery, the
architecture, the women, the upper
classes — his general impression of the
country was distinctly unfavorable. He
wrote on April 8 from El Paso del
Norte: “In what I have seen of the
country of the Montezumas, I can say
honestly to the people of the United

States, there is no hope for Mexico but
in you—if you will take the trouble of
being her saviours. The strong arm and
equal laws of the land of Washington
can alone preserve order and maintain
life, liberty, and happiness — undis-
turbed, in the unfortunate country be-
yond the Rio Grande.” Moreover, in his
last letter on Mexico, written from Den-
ver on April 19, he listed eighteen ob-
jections he found in the country, em-
phasizing the insecurity, instability,
banditry, theft, lack of sanitation, and
the absence of initiative and enterprise.

Finerty returned to Chicago in 1879
and became one of its best-known citi-
zens. He continued writing for the Chi-
cago Times; he did a considerable
amount of lecturing; and he led the
movement in the United States for Irish
independence, serving seven terms as
President of the United Irish Societies
of Chicago, and three terms as President
of the Irish League of America.

In 1904 Finerty was burdened with
debts, primarily from his Irish news-
paper, and he had cancer. In an effort,
therefore, to provide for his family and
improve his financial situation, he de-
cided to write a book about his Mexican
experiences, hopefully one which would
yield a return. Twenty-five years had
passed, of course, since he had toured
Mexico, but he had kept abreast of de-
velopments, and he still had his notes
and clippings. He eventually completed
the manuscript, but it was still unpub-
lished at the time of his death in 1908,
and became a part of the family inheri-
tance.

Finerty entitled his manuscript
“Mexican Flash Lights—A Narrative of
Travel, Adventure, and Observation in
Mexico, Old and New.” It is divided into
three parts—the first ten chapters cover
the troubles on the Rio Grande during
1877-1878; Chapter XI through XXII
deal with the visit of the American In-
dustrial Deputation to Mexico; and the
remaining twenty-one chapters describe
his travels through central and north-
ern Mexico into New Mexico. In con-
trast with what he had written twenty-
five years before, the approach in 1904
is distinctly sympathetic — an interest-
ing reflection of the sentiments of the
American people generally toward the
Diaz regime during those years. He ob-
viously had become impressed with the
strides the Diaz regime had made in the
area of economic development, judging
by the two concluding chapters which
summarize the achievements. Although
he incorporated a number of clippings
from articles written in 1879, he signi-
ficantly omitted those which were most
detrimental to Mexico. In sum, Fin-
erty’s appraisal of the Diaz regime is
hardly an objective one; but he has left
a fascinating presentation of the Mexico
of his day, superbly told by an alert and
observant American journalist. []



Telogue Animus Praestantior Omn:

(“A Mind is more Excellent than Every Weapon”- -Ovid)

THE CRIMINAL JUSTICE PROGRAM

by Joseph B. Graves, Jr.

A mock trial involving a juvenile delinquency case gives C-]
students (acting as the jury) an inside view of [udge Henry Pend's
court. Shown in the photo are Judge Pena, Dr. Joseph B. Graves,
Jr., Dr. Ernest A. Guinn, [r., Sheriff Mike Sullivan, [udge Edward

UU hat motivates human beings to kill each
other? What drives the person who robs an-
other at gunpoint? Who attacks another for
the few dollars that might be found? Who
sets fire to a building? Who assaults police
during a demonstration?

Why does a normally law-abiding indivi-
dual suddenly go on a rampage of killing?
What difference is there between the violence
of an urban ghetto riot and that of a cold-
blooded murder? Is any murder really com-
mitted “in cold blood”?

A skid-row drunk lying in a gutter is a
crime. So is the killing of an unfaithful wife
(or a faithful one, for that matter). A Cosa
Nostra conspiracy to bribe public officials is
a crime. So is a strong-arm robbery by a 15-
year-old-girl or an 80-year-old-man or by any-
body else. The embezzlement of a corpora-
tion’s funds by an executive is a crime. So is
the possession of marihuana cigarettes.

These questions and statements about

Marquez, Warden James Riggsby, Chief Federal Probation Officer
Chester McLaughlin and, in the jury box, students Sharon Smith,
Leticia Paez, Jody Crout, and Gilbert de la Rosa. Students present
but not shown included Cindy Walker, Cecilia Chacon, Kevin Keith,

Cynthia McCormick and James Slade.

crime can no more be lumped together for
purposes of analysis than can measles and
schizophrenia, lung cancer and a broken
ankle. As with disease, so with crime, if
causes are to be understood, if risks are to be
detected and evaluated, and, if preventive or
remedial actions are to be taken, each kind
must be analyzed separately.

These are among the more vexing prob-
lems, questions, and areas of study dealt with
in the curriculum of the new Criminal Justice
Program at the University of Texas at El
Paso, a program designed to aid students in
understanding and assisting in the preserva-
tion of the peace, the protection of life and
property, the safeguarding of civil rights and
the maintenance of social order as an es-
sential in the functioning of a democratic
society.

The underlying premise of the degreef‘ﬁpro-
gram is that today’s law enforcement officers
and other criminal justice personnel need a

broad background and broadening experience
in order to meet the complex challenges of a
modern, changing, multi-ethnic and multi-
racial society. The curriculum has been de-
veloped to analyze what individuals in the
field actually do, and the courses are of the
conceptual-educational type rather than vo-
cational. The teaching approach has been a
practical and realistic one, relating principles
of sociology, psychology, juvenile delin-
quency, law enforcement, and other areas to
the criminal justice personnel’s condition in
the system. At the same time students are
given an opportunity to acquire a broad
frame-work of social reference.
Implemention of the program, since it was
approved in October, 1973, has emerged as
a bifunction: On the one hand, there is the
aim of bringing up a new generation of
criminal justice personnel who are the prod-
ucts of a special liberal arts undergraduate
curricalum; and on the other hand, there is
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the urgent need to upgrade the present cadre
of personnel by in-service education.

The interdisciplinary nature of the Bache-
lor of Science Degree in Criminal Justice at
UT El Paso is intended to provide a broadly-
based educational experience that exposes
students to many academic areas including
law, social science, humanities, physical sci-
ence, and a professional criminal justice core
curriculum.

The man or woman who goes into our
streets in hopes of regulating, directing, or
controlling human behavior must be armed
with more than a gun and the ability to per-
form mechanical movements in response to a
situation. Through the Criminal Justice De-
gree Program, UT El Paso is helping to pro-
vide both in-service and pre-service criminal
justice personnel with the intellectual arma-
ment and breadth of knowledge they need to
function effectively and efficiently in dealing
with the many and varied problems they con-
front in modern society. The bicultural nature
of El Paso and El Paso’s border location pro-
vides a “live” laboratory to study many of
the complex problems facing the criminal
justice system today, e.g., narcotics and drug
control.

The cooperation of the El Paso County
Sheriff’s Office, the El Paso Police Depart-
ment, the FBI, the Border Patrol, the Im-
migration and Naturalization Service, the
Criminal Investigation Division of the U.S.
Army, the six district courts of Texas, the
Federal District Court, the El Paso County
Adult and Juvenile Probation Department—
all located in El Paso—enable UT El Paso to
offer a criminal justice major a particular ad-
vantage to examine the operating intricacies
of criminal justice agencies. By listening to
guest lecturers from these agencies and visit-
ing their offices, students are provided an
opportunity to develop a pragmatic under-
standing of the functioning of the criminal
justice system in the El Paso area. The grad-
uates of the program will be the potential
administrators and other personnel needed
in the various federal, state, and local crimi-
nal justice agencies.

The program has been very successful in
attracting both in-service and pre-service stu-
dents. In the spring of 1972, when the pro-
gram began under the sponsorship of the
Department of Political Science, 50 students
enrolled. In the fall of that same year, the
number had risen to 238. In the spring of
1973, 400 students had enrolled for C-J
courses ; during the fall, 1973, semester, 589
were enrolled. For the 1974 spring semester,
enrollment stood at 750 with 180 majors, 56
of whom were in-service personnel.

The curriculum enables a student to spe-
cialize in one of the components of the crimi-
nal justice system—Ilaw enforcement, the ju-
dicial process, or corrections—after complet-
ing 21 hours (seven courses) of a core cur-
riculum required by the Texas Commission
on Law Enforcement Education and Officer
Standards, and the Texas Coordinating Board
for Higher Education. Of the 180 students
majoring in C-J as of the end of May, 1974,
60 were preparing themselves for careers in
law enforcement, 85 for law school, and 35
were working toward a career in corrections.

One of the specific recommendations made
in the President's Crime Commission Board
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of 1965 was for the criminal justice system
to recruit on college camfuses and, today,
more than ever before, college students are
vitally interested in careers which offer a
challenge and provide the opportunity for
them to become directly involved in the com-
plex problems of society. Professional careers
in the criminal justice system can provide
both the opportunity and the challenge.

The degree requires at least 126 semester
hours, at least 30 of which must be in crimi-
nal justice. The remaining 96 hours are made
up of specific courses in political science,
sociology, psychology, English, history, and
other disciplines so that the student will be
exposed to a broad liberal arts education. The
C-J curriculum contains 13 courses at pres-
ent; a major must take at least 10 to graduate.

Many students at the University who do
not intend to major in Criminal Justice take
courses in it as electives. They have found
courses such as Criminal Evidence and Pro-
cedures, Juvenile Procedures, Police Role in
Crime and Delinquency, Probation and Pa-
role, and Legal Aspects of Law Enforcement
helpful in learning about the American
legal system.

At present, the Criminal Justice Program
has two full-time faculty members, Dr.
Ernest A. Guinn, Jr. and myself. Dr. Guinn
holds a B.A. degree in Sociology from UT
El Paso and a Doctor of Jurisprudence degree
from St. Mary’s University. Since our funds
are limited, we have used as guest speakers
professional practitioners in the criminal
justice system in El Paso.

Judge Henry Pena of the Juvenile Court
teaches the course in juvenile procedures;
Chester McLaughlin, Chief Federal Proba-
tion Officer in West Texas, teaches the course
in probation and parole; Robert Minnie,
Chief of Police in El Paso, teaches the course
in police organization and administration;
James Riggsby, Warden of La Tuna Correc-
tional Institution, teaches the course in pen-
ology; and Judge Sam Callan of the 205th
District Court, from time to time lectures
on criminal evidence and procedures. During
the first term of the 1974 summer session,
Carl Dissly, a retired Special Agent of the
FBI ,taught the criminalistics course. Judge
Edward Marquez of the 65th District Court,
provides lectures dealing with the police role
in crime and delinquency.

The degree program would not have been
able to function this past year without the
cooperation of the above-mentioned profes-
sionals and others who contributed their time
and expertise.

The program lacks many of the attributes
of a first-class educational program in Crimi-
nal Justice. The shortage of funds has kept
us from acquiring books for our library
which the students need in their professional
courses, the employment of more full-time
faculty members, the obtaining of laboratory
equipment for our scientific investigation
courses, and the purchasing of audio-visual
equipment and slides for teaching aids.

Although these improvements are needed
for us to move ahead, the program has begun,
thanks to President A. B. Templeton and his
support, and has opened up a new education-
al activity on the UT El Paso campus.

There is continuing planning and evalua-
tion in the program to assure that the needs

of students are being met, that teaching is
effective, and that the educational experience
of the students prepares them for a profes-
sional career. Some plans for the future in-
clude:

® preparation of a proposal for a master’s
degree in Criminal Justice;

® development of a course providing an
internship in which students will be assigned
to a criminal justice agency from 16-20 hours
per week;

® development of a course in Moot Court
(or “mock trial”) ;

® development of non-credit seminars,
conferences, and workshops for in-service
personnel who do not qualify, or are not
interested in a degree program but who de-
sire or need continuing professional educa-
tion.

The Criminal Justice Program is no differ-
ent from other academic programs at UT El
Paso in needing more funds to help move
forward. However, limited funds have not
deterred us from instituting the degree pro-
gram, offering a balanced professional cur-
riculum, using professional practitioners as
guest lecturers, conducting research for
criminal justice agencies in El Paso County,
arranging a work-experience for students at
La Tuna Correctional Institutional Institu-
tion, assisting the El Paso Police Academy
and Sheriff’s Training School in their train-
ing courses, and producing a new generation
of criminal justice personnel who are com-
mitted to preserving an ordered society—one
in which the rights to life, to liberty, and to
the pursuit of happiness are safeguarded by
our governing institutions.

As Chief Justice Warren E. Burger stated:
“If we do not solve what you call the prob-
lems of criminal justice, will anything else
matter very much?”

Dr. Graves is chairman of the UT El Paso
Criminal [ustice Program.

C] STUDENTS REACT

Gilbert de la Rosa: “‘The Criminal Justice
Program, as I have experienced it, is one of
the best and most important degrees which
an individual, male or female, can acquire at
UT El Paso . . . This degree broadens your
knowledge of the four sections of the crimi-
nal justice system: law enforcement, prose-
cution, courts, and corrections. An individual
with this background in the criminal justice
system is trained to face the problems which
will confront him in society.”

James Slade: “Criminal Justice is a new
field and is growing in leaps and bounds to
fulfill the demand in private and public
agencies for people to administer and en-
force the laws of the United States . . . The
Criminal Justice program at UT El Paso is
a new but well-equipped program with ex-
cellent advisors, professors and library.”



Cecilia Chacon: “‘As a freshman, I studied
several degree programs and after careful
consideration decided upon Criminal Justice.
I noticed that this program offered a broad
liberal arts background besides the required
30 hours in Criminal Justice. Also, I talked
to several other students about their majors
and why they were in it. I found Criminal

Justice to be the most flexible in that it pro-
vides sufficient background for students to
choose from a variety of careers. It offers
advantages for students who are or who hope
to become policemen, probation officers, law
students, or those who hope to go into some
form of social work that is highly involved
with the law, such as juvenile delinquency.”

Charles Putnam: 1 became interested in
Criminal Justice immediately after the Water-
gate break-in . . . I intend to teach and work
in the Criminal Justice program and money
is of no matter. Public service has a way of
filling the empty spaces left by a lack of
monetary reward.” []
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