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You Deserve It!  

BY BEATRIZ A. CASTANEDA
The Prospector

Th e time has come for former UTEP students 
to reunite with their alma mater.

Homecoming celebrations will be held 
throughout the week of Oct. 3 with the theme of 
Around Th e World in Seven Days.

“Th is year’s theme is Around the World in 
Seven Days,” said Sam Rodriguez, student or-
ganizations intern and senior organization and 
corporate communication major. “We’re excited 
about this year’s theme, because we are a diverse 
community and we decided to do something 
that everyone can be a part of.”

Rodriguez said the theme was voted on last 
spring during a Campus Activities Board com-
mittee meeting. Following homecoming tradi-
tions, this year’s activities will include a parade, 
pep rally, pageant, lip sync competition and 
fl oat-making party.

Rodriguez said each student organization 
picked a country that they would research and 
represent in all the events, randomly from a hat. 

Some of the countries the organizations selected 
include China, Cuba, Spain, Egypt and South 
Africa, among others.

Th is year, around 30 student organizations 
have registered with the Student Development 
Center to participate in the activities. During 
the competitions, students will earn points for 
their organization based on their skills and tal-
ents. Th e team or organization that fi nishes with 
the most points will win a cash prize of $200. 
Th e second-place team will win $125 and third-
place team will win $75.

Activities began Oct. 3 and will conclude Oct. 
8 with a pep rally at Memorial Triangle and the 
UTEP football game Oct. 9.

Th e lip sync competition will begin at 11 a.m. 
Oct. 6 at the Union Plaza Stage. Student orga-
nizations will be able to begin the fl oat-making 
party at 6 p.m. the same day in the P-9 parking 
lot.

Rodriguez said student organizations, univer-
sity departments and offi  ces will compete for 
the most appealing and creative fl oat during the 
parade at noon Oct. 8 at the university.

Th e Golden Grads participate anually in the 
parade by riding in classic cars that represent 
the year of their graduating class.

“I’m curious to see how this year’s homecom-
ing will turn out,” said Nicole Martinez, mem-
ber of Sigma Psi Eta sorority and senior soci-
ology major. “It will be interesting to see what 
students come up with using their imaginations 
and creativity for this theme.”

For those alumni who have already gradu-
ated, the UTEP Alumni Association is organiz-
ing various events to get them involved in the 
homecoming festivities.

“Alumni are really excited to return to UTEP 
and see how the campus has changed dramati-
cally,” said Cristina Escandon, coordinator for 
student parent alumni relations. “Th ey’re very 
proud to be a part of UTEP and this year we 
have a Golden Nugget Award recipient that has 
visited campus regularly for a very long time.”

Escandon referred to Bertha Toscano, a 
97-year-old graduate who earned her degree in 
Spanish in 1933 and comes from Mexico City.

For the Golden Grads, the alumni association 
will host a welcome tour of the Heritage House, 
which holds memorabilia and documents about 
the history of UTEP.

Th ere will be a luncheon at the Larry K. Dur-
ham Sports Center and a Golden Grad dinner 
and dance at 7 p.m. at Ardovino’s Desert Cross-
ing in Sunland Park, New Mexico.

Multiple events like receptions and lun-
cheons will be held for alumni from various col-
leges and departments who have made special 
contributions.

Th e 2010 Gold Nuggets will be recognized 
during activities, including the 2010 Distin-
guished Alumni Awards Dinner Oct. 8 at the 
Don Haskins Center.

Th is year, the Distinguished Alumni include 
Hank Cohen, CEO and partner of Trifecta En-
tertainment & Media, Mike Loya, president of 
energy company Vitol Inc. and Ceci Miles Mul-
vihill, president of RMPersonnel.

Th e seven colleges of the university will rec-
ognize the outstanding recipients, among them 

see HOMECOMING on page 3
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RICE PREVIEW
Miners look to extend win 
streak against the Owls
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BOBÊ STULL
Special to The Prospector

The UTEP 
football team 
has a big game 
in the Sun Bowl 
on Oct. 9 and 
needs your sup-
port! The Min-
ers will be taking 
on Rice, and the 
Owls have always 

played very well against us. This is an 
important step in the pursuit of a 
Conference USA West Division title. 
No stadium in college football is 
more electric than when 50,000 fans 
are rocking the Sun Bowl, and I hope 
you’ll help us pack the place for our 
79th homecoming game. It is YOU – 
the students – who make a huge dif-
ference in the team’s success!

I know a lot of students are upset 
about the new tailgating rules, and 
I wanted to take this opportunity to 
address the situation. As you know, 
we have moved the time that inner 
campus opens for tailgating from 
noon to 2 p.m. You can still tailgate 
in the outer lots of campus beginning 
at the usual time of 8 a.m.

We have always encouraged tail-
gating on our campus – that’s what 

makes the UTEP football game day 
experience special! We want to fos-
ter a safe, but fun, environment for 
tailgating. Unfortunately, in recent 
years this safe environment has 
been threatened, particularly with 
the influx of underage drinkers on 
campus. We have found that many 
people are coming to our campus 
just to party and aren’t even going 
to the game. Sad to say, it only takes 
a few disruptive individuals to spoil 
the healthy tailgating experience of 
responsible fans.

The UTEP athletic department, in 
conjunction with university police, is 
working very hard to eliminate un-
derage drinking and re-install a safe 
tailgating atmosphere on campus. 
But in the meantime, in the best in-
terest of all of our students – includ-
ing those who have classes on game 
day – we have had no choice but to 
push the inner campus tailgating 
start time back two hours.

Please understand that we are do-
ing this for your safety. We still want 
you to tailgate responsibly and rally 
behind your team … the UTEP Min-
ers. I hope to see you on Saturday 
and thank you as always for your 
support.

BobÊ stullÊ isÊ theÊ UTEPÊ AthleticÊ Director.

StullÊ ralliesÊ
studentÊ support

Column

WH
AT

 D
O This week’s poll question:

Will you participate in Home-
coming Week activities?

vote at WWW.UTEPPROSPECTOR.COM

POLLÊ RESULTS
DoÊ youÊ approveÊ ofÊ theÊ newÊ tailgatingÊ policies?

The Prospector 
wants you!
TheÊ ProspectorÊ isÊ lookingÊ forÊ correspondentsÊ
(sports,Ê entertainmentÊ andÊ news)Ê forÊ fallÊ
2010.Ê IfÊ interested,Ê pleaseÊ applyÊ atÊ TheÊ Pros-
pector’s office, Union Building East, Room 
105Ê orÊ visitÊ www.utepprospector.com.

43%
yes57%

no

Pitch a story to The Prospector
Story idea:

Description:

Time frame:

Contact Information:
Name:

Phone number:

E-mail:
Drop this form and any additional material at The Prospector’s office located at Union Building 
East,Ê RoomÊ 105.Ê YouÊ canÊ alsoÊ pitchÊ storiesÊ byÊ callingÊ 747-5161Ê orÊ sendingÊ anÊ e-mailÊ toÊ prospector@
utep.edu.Ê
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FIND YOUR DIAMOND
DisABILITY Awareness Week

OCTOBER 9-14, 2010

SATURDAY
OCTOBER 9

MONDAY
OCTOBER 11

TUESDAY
OCTOBER 12

THURSDAY
OCTOBER 14

WEDNESDAY
OCTOBER 13
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> LUNCH SPECIALS: 
   Monday - Friday from 12 to 2

> MONDAYS & THURSDAYS  from 3 to 6 

   All Rolls $6.50 (except special rolls)

5700 N. MESA STE. F/ NEXT TO PLANET FITNESS 
P 581.3841/ 581.3513

Susan Rutledge Crews from the Col-
lege of Education, Robert W. “Bill” 
Gilmer from the College of Business 
Administration, Jose “Joe” Cardenas 
from the College of Engineering and 
Virginia Martinez from the College of 
Health Sciences.

“I want to encourage current stu-
dents that in 50 years from now, I hope 
they can return and see the progress 
the university has made since their 
time of graduation,” Escandon said.

Homecoming Week concludes 
when the Miners play against Tulane 
at 7 p.m. Oct. 9 in the Sun Bowl.

Beatriz A. Castañeda may be reached at prospector@
utep.edu 

HOMECOMING from page 1

variety of degrees that are off ered today 
make UTEP progressive.”

With homecoming festivities ap-
proaching, the class of 1960 is ready to 
return to campus and reminisce about 
the good old days with friends and 
family.

“I am excited to be celebrating the 
50th anniversary of our class, UTEP 
forms a very special part of my career,” 
Pittinger said. “Homecoming is an op-

portunity to get back together and re-
member all those good years.”

For the Golden Grads, the memories 
and experiences at UTEP are an impor-
tant part of their lives.

“All of my memories are fantastic, es-
pecially when I think about my friends, 
professors and the way everyone en-
joyed staying on campus and partici-
pating in campus life, it has turned into 
a fi ne institution,” said Martha Broad-
dus, member of the class of 1960.

Diana Arrieta may be reached at prospector@utep.edu.

GOLDEN from page 3

Jose Cardenas is the president of 
Moreno Cardenas Inc., a consult-
ing civil engineering fi rm based in 
El Paso. He is also a founding mem-
ber of the Alumni Academy of Civil 
Engineers at UTEP and chair of the 
engineering advisory board.

“I feel a special connection with 
UTEP because it was the start of 
my professional career and because 
over the past 20 years we have hired 
a lot of UTEP graduates,” Cardenas 
said.

David Rapisand is the director of 
fi nancial analysis and overhead con-
trol for Lockheed Martin Aeronau-
tics Co., which is the nation’s lead 
manufacturer of jet fi ghters based 
in Fort Worth, Texas. In 1976, he 
graduated with a double major in 
marketing and accounting. Since 
Rapisand started working as fi nan-

cial analysis director, the company 
has hired about 80 UTEP alumni.

Since 2007, he has worked to sup-
port UTEP students and spread the 
word about their talent on a corpo-
rate level.

“I’m humble, I wasn’t looking to be 
a Gold Nugget. UTEP has talented 
students and my goal is to get op-
portunities for them,” Rapisand said.

Bertha Toscano is being honored 
by the College of Liberal Arts. She 
graduated with a Bachelor of Arts in 
Spanish in 1933. Toscano is a former 
human resources director for ASAR-
CO and is now UTEP’s oldest known 
living alumna.

One alumnus being honored even 
worked on the mission planning for 
NASA’s Apollo space program. Mat-
thew Diethelm is the former vice 
president for Intel Corp. systems 
group and graduated from UTEP in 
1963. Diethelm and his wife estab-
lished a permanent endowment for 

math, science or engineering stu-
dents at UTEP in 1998.

“When I look at some of their bi-
ographies, I feel proud to study at 
UTEP,” said Laura Rodarte, fresh-
man pre-engineering major.
Distinguished Alumni 
awards

As part of the homecoming cel-
ebrations, three diff erent successful 
alumni will receive the Distinguised 
Alumni award. Th e recipients are 
Hank Cohen, CEO and partner in 
Trifecta Entertainment & Media, 
Mike Loya, President and CEO of 
Vitol Inc., and Ceci Miles Mulvihill, 
president of RMPersonnel.

“Having the alumni back at UTEP 
gives us some kind of inspiration to 
achieve huge things,” said Andrea 
Carrillo, junior pre-business major.

Nicole Chávez may be reached at prospector@utep.
edu.

NUGGETS from page 3

Football

Miners tame Lobos for third straight win

TERRANCE SIEMON / Special to The Prospector

Senior wide receiver Kris Adams attempts a catch in the back of  the end zone Oct. 2 at University Field in Albuquerque, New Mexico. The Min-
ers beat the Lobos 38-20. 

BY ALEX MORALES
The Prospector

For the third straight game, the 
Miners’ defense did not allow an 
opponent to gain 300 yards of to-
tal off ense as UTEP beat the Uni-
versity of New Mexico 38-20 in 
Albuquerque Oct 2.

Th e Miners’ (4-1, 1-1 Confer-
ence USA) defense only allowed 
the Lobos to score one off ensive 
touchdown in the entire game. 
UNM’s lone touchdown came af-
ter Vernon Frasier fumbled on the 
Miner 28-yard line during UTEP’s 
opening drive. Th e Miners lim-
ited the Lobos to only 237 yards 
of total off ense. Th ey continued to 
produce turnovers as they forced 
UNM to cough up the ball three 
times, two came via interceptions 
while the other one was a game-
ending fumble.

“We only really gave up seven 
points on defense today,” head 
coach Mike Price said. “Th ey 
played really, really hard and 
played well.”

Senior quarterback Trevor Vit-
tatoe and company were back on 
track aft er being out of sync last 
week. Vittatoe completed 20 of 

see LOBOS on page 6

WHAT WAS THE SCORE?
SOCCER: UTEP 0, HOUSTON 2
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simplystated
Wooden Award 

watch list
UTEP senior guard Randy Cul-

pepper is one of 50 players on the 
preseason watch list for the John 
R. Wooden Award. Th e list is com-
prised of 50 student-athletes who, 
based on last year’s individual per-
formance and team records, are the 
early frontrunners for college bas-
ketball’s most prestigious honor.

Culpepper is the reigning Con-
ference USA Player of the Year 
and the only C-USA player on 
the watch list. He ranks fourth in 
UTEP history and 15th in C-USA 
annals with 1,664 points. He is 
UTEP’s all-time leader with 252 
three-point fi eld goals and rates 
second in school history with 180 
steals.

Th e 35th annual Wooden Award 
ceremony will take place the week-
end of April 8-10, 2011.

Women’s basketball 
begins practice

Th e UTEP women’s basketball 
team will hold its fi rst practice 
in preparation for the upcoming 
2010-11 season from 3-5:30 p.m. at 
the Don Haskins Center Oct. 5

Th e Miners return seven letter 
winners from last year’s squad (16-
16), including fi ve individuals who 
started the last 15 games during the 
2009-10 campaign. 

37 passes for 264 yards and three 
touchdowns. 

“It was great, not only to get a win 
here, but being 4-1 is really good,” 
Vittatoe said. “Th e attitude of the 
team is a big part of it and I feel that 
everyone has bought into believing 
in the system and believing in coach 
Price.”

Senior receiver Kris Adams was 
Vittatoe’s favorite target of the night 
as he caught fi ve balls for 141 yards 
with two touchdowns. He now has 
419 yards receiving on the season 
with fi ve touchdowns.

“I’m just trying to get back to 
where I was because last year was 
kind of a bad year for us,” Adams 
said. “It’s kind of hard for me to let 
that go and it kind of drives me to 

play better and it makes me sure I’m 
doing the right things. ”

Junior running back Joe Banyard 
started the game for the Miners as 
Donald Buckram’s recovering knee 
kept him on the sidelines. Banyard 
carried the ball 15 times for 90 yards 
with one touchdown. His touch-
down came on a 10-yard run in the 
fi rst quarter to make it 14 to 7 UTEP. 
Junior running back Leilyon Myers 
was the second leading rusher for 
the Miners as he rushed 10 times for 
30 yards and one touchdown.

Th e Lobos (0-4, 0-2 Mountain 
West Conference) remain winless 
on the year. For the second straight 
week, UNM scored the opening 
touchdown of a game. Th e Lobos 
capitalized on the Frasier fumble 
with a four-yard run by freshman 
quarterback Tarean Austin. It was 
the last lead the Lobos held in the 
game.

For the fi rst time this season, 
UNM came back to tie a game, 
which occurred in the fi rst quarter 
when they blocked a fi eld goal and 
junior cornerback Anthony Hooks 
returned the block 45 yards   to the 
house to knot the game up at 14 
apiece. Th at was the closest the Lo-
bos got in the game as the Miners 
reeled off  24 consecutive points.

It was not all smooth sailing for 
UTEP since they were not very 
good on special teams. Th e Miners 
gave up 14 points on special teams 
as well as putting the ball on the 
ground. UTEP’s special teams al-
lowed a block fi eld, which was re-
turned for the touchdown along 
with a 101-yard kickoff  return. Mar-
lon McClure also lost a fumble on a 
muff ed punt.

Alex Morales may be reached at prospector@utep.edu.

LOBOS from page 5



BY ALEX MORALES
The Prospector

UTEP Miners aim to make it their 
fourth win in a row and start the season 
5-1 for the fi rst time since the 2005 season 
as they welcome Rice for their homecom-
ing game.

Th e Miners (4-1, 1-1 Conference USA) 
have been led this year by their defense 
who has not let an opponent earn over 
300-yards in four of their fi ve games this 
year.

At the Sun Bowl this year, the UTEP de-
fense is giving up an average of 287 yards a 
game and allowing the opponent to score 
an average of 11 points. Th e Miners de-
fense has been stifl ing and has improved 
in tackling since last season.

“It’s not very oft en that we don’t give up 
a play of 15 yards or more,” head coach 
Mike Price said. “If you are playing good 
you’re giving up maybe a dozen tackles, to 
only give up nine means we’re really wrap-
ping up.”

Senior quarterback Trevor Vittatoe is 
leading the way on the off ensive side of 
the ball, as senior running back Donald 
Buckram continues to battle through his 
knee injury. Vittatoe has completed 56 
percent of his passes for 1,250 yards with 
11 touchdowns and has only thrown two 
interceptions. Both of his interceptions 
have been thrown at home, one against 

Arkansas-Pine Bluff  and the other against 
Memphis.

Of his 11 touchdown passes on the year, 
Vittatoe has only thrown fi ve of them in 
the Sun Bowl, all coming against NMSU.

Th e emergence of senior wide receiver 
Kris Adams aft er a disappointing 2009 
season has helped UTEP spread out the 
defense on the fi eld, as Adams is a big 
play threat. He has caught 18 balls for 419 
yards with fi ve touchdowns and is averag-
ing 23 yards per catch. His longest catch 
this year is a 68-yard touchdown against 
NMSU Sept. 18.

“Kris Adams sucked it up the week be-
fore against Memphis. He hurt his back 
but came up with the big catch in the fi nal 
drive,” Price said. “Th e (Lobos) couldn’t 
cover him. Trevor had great protection so 
we were able to hold the ball until (Ad-
ams) got open.”

Rice (1-4, 0-1 C-USA) is coming off  
their fi rst conference loss against SMU, 
where they fell 42-31. But the Owls have 
shown resiliency this season playing their 
opponents tough.

“Rice hasn’t been blown out by any-
body,” Price said. “Th ey scared me against 
Texas. I turned to that game at the begin-
ning of the year and said, ‘Oh my god they 
look great’ but Texas wasn’t looking so 
good.”

Sophomore Michigan transfer and You-
Tube sensation Sam McGuffi  e leads the 
Owls with 68 carries for 255 yards and two 

touchdowns. He has also caught 24 balls 
for 210 yards and a touchdown.

“Two of (Rice’s) best players are trans-
fers. Th eir running back, McGuffi  e, trans-
ferred from Michigan,” Price said. “We 
knew about them, everybody in Texas 
tried to recruit them. Th ey came to Rice 
and they are doing a great job.”

At Michigan, McGuffi  e had a break 
out game against Norte Dame where he 
rushed for 131 yards and had 47 yards 
receiving with one touchdown. During 
the year, he suff ered three concussions 
playing for the Wolverines.

In last year’s meeting, the 
Owls squeaked by the Miners 
30-29 in Houston. Buckram 
had two costly fumbles in the 
fourth quarter, once at the goal line and 
the other soon aft er.

UTEP has struggled against Rice, last 
year, the Owls were 1-9 entering the game 
and came back from huge defi cits to win. 
Th e Owls have reeled off  four consecutive 
wins against the Miners. UTEP has not 
beaten Rice since the 2005 season when 
they won 38-31.

“Th ey run pretty much the same off ense 
they’ve been running the last four years,” 
Price said. “Th ey seem to be pretty good 
against us. We’re 0-4 against them, no one 
has to remind me that. I would personally 
like to change that. Th ey won two games 
last year and we were one of them.”

Alex Morales may be reached at prospector@utep.edu.

Miners look to keep Owls grounded

BOB CORRAL / The Prospector

The Marching Miners and the UTEP Golddiggers perform during opening ceremonies as fireworks and the crowd erupt Sept. 25 at the Sun Bowl.
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30.2 Scoring off ense
UTEP rice

Scoring defense

Total off ense

Total defense

Total touchdowns
Average time 
of possession

21.2
21.4 33.4
424.2 327.8
351 433.6
19 11

30:49 29:51

BOB CORRAL / The Prospector

Wide receiver 
Evan Davis 
avoids tacklers 
after making a 

catch.
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Pageant mirrors 
drunken glee
BY MATTHEW MUNDEN
The Prospector

My last 
thoughts before 
entering Magoffi  n 
Auditorium for 
the 2010 Home-
coming Pageant 
were, “I look like 
Mark Zuckerberg 
or, at least, Jesse 

Eisenberg playing Mark Zuckerberg” 
and “glad to see I overdressed for this 
thing.”

I saw people wearing dress shirts 
on their heads, a few people wearing 
things that would not be out of place 
in “Th e Nightmare before Christmas” 
and a mime. Not that I’m a fashion 
model or something, but what bet did 
the guy dressed like a mime lose?

Since the theme for this pageant 
was Around the World in Seven Days, 
all the vaguely racist stereotypes were 
in full force. Some of the contestants 
looked like they fi t in with the fi ghters 
from Nintendo’s “Punch Out.”

Th e SGA also brought out the ethnic 
stereotypes with light stencils that had 
pictures of the Eiff el Tower, the Statue 
of Liberty, the Leaning Tower of Pisa, 
what was either Moscow or the castle 
in “Aladdin” and a man on a camel next 
to a palm tree. Th e man on the camel 
was holding what appeared to be the 
staff  Indiana Jones used to fi nd the lo-
cation of the Ark of the Covenant, but 

Column

see GLEE on page 14

Homecoming court crowned at pageant

BY OMAR LOZANO
The Prospector

A loud roar of UTEP pride from a 
packed house at the Royalty Pageant 
Oct. 3 at Magoffi  n Auditorium kicked 
off  homecoming week.

“Homecoming is kind of like a holi-
day in any family. Your mother pre-
pares a huge dinner and looks forward 
to having the family at home,” said 
Mary Helen Padilla, president of the 
UTEP Alumni Association and judge 
for the pageant. “So in essence, having 
all of our alumni here on our campus 
is like reconnecting our family.”

Th e event proved to be more ram-
bunctious than your average pageant, 
which was sponsored by the Student 
Government Association. Th e crowd 
actively waved large, painted, neon 
colored signs and shook the house 
with their intense chants for their or-
ganization representatives.

“It’s a lot of fun stuff . It’s just a whole 
new insight to UTEP on a diff erent 
level,” said Claudia Vargas, who was 
crowned queen and represented the 
Student Alumni Association. “It’s very 
important for students to know where 
their university came from and look 
to the future to where it’s going,”

Alejandro Ortiz of Alpha Kappa 
Lambda was named king, alongside 
Vargas.

Pageant participants embraced this 
year’s theme, Around the World in 
Seven Days, with open arms, utiliz-

ing creative and internationally-based 
costumes in front of a string of local 
UTEP alumni celebrities.

Several judges from KFOX news 
anchor Martina Valverde and County 
Commissioner Veronica Escobar to 
Viva! El Paso’s own artistic direc-
tor Jaime Barba, guided contestants 
through two rounds. Th e spirit wear 
round was fi rst and the formal wear 
round was second.

Th e fi nal fi ve contestants were put 
on the spot for a series of questions 
asked by the judges and were graded 
on their ability to represent UTEP in 
a confi dent and positive light.

“We (judge) how they present 
themselves, how poised they are, their 
ability to connect with the audience 
and also to see it in their eyes how 
much they want to win and represent 
the UTEP student body,” Padilla said.

From a total of 27 male and female 
contestants, those crowned as part 
of the Homecoming Court are King 
Ortiz, Queen Vargas, Prince Daniel 
Veale of UTEP Athletics, Princess 
Kristina Kniest, who participated in-
dependently, Duke Ricardo Galindo 
of Phi Delta Th eta Fraternity and 
Duchess Ashley Olivas of Alpha Xi 
Delta.

“I woke up this morning and almost 
didn’t believe it. It’s such a honor. I fell 
in love with the university from day 
one,” Vargas said.

Each winner received a prize pack-
age and scholarship from SGA in the 

amounts of $250 each for the king and 
queen, $150 each for the prince and 
princess and $100 each for the duke 
and duchess.

Th rough the victory, the homecom-
ing court gains new responsibilities. 
Homecoming organizers said this is 
only the beginning.

“(Winners) have a year of duties but 
their primary focus is homecoming 
week,” said Terrance Martindale, SGA 
pageant organizer. “Th ey will be with 
alumni all week, go to alumni events, 
be involved in football games and oc-
casionally they will make appearances 
throughout the year.”

Martindale said the actual respon-
sibility is in providing a respectful 

image for the university and being an 
ambassador.

“You represent yourself, your family 
and your organization and you get to 
be the student face of UTEP,” Martin-
dale said.

Th e court will represent UTEP 
during the various homecoming ac-
tivities planned for the week, includ-
ing participating in the upcoming 
homecoming Miner football halft ime 
show and the exclusive Distinguished 
Alumni dinner reserved for UTEP 
faculty and alumni.

Omar Lozano may be reached at prospector@utep.edu. 
Justin Anthony Monarez contributed to this story.

SOFIA DE ANDA / The Prospector

Female contestants line up during the 2010 homecoming pageant Oct. 3 at Magoffin Auditorium.

BY DAVID ACOSTA
The Prospector

Miner volleyball opened its home 
conference schedule Oct. 3 at Memo-
rial Gym, versus the Houston Cou-
gars. Th e Miners, who were looking to 
bounce back from a 3-1 defeat at Rice 
Oct. 1, were defeated in straight sets by 
the quicker, more experienced Hous-
ton team.

“We saw a lot of really good plays on 
our side of the net and we saw several 
of our players work at a really high lev-
el,” head coach Ken Murphy said. “But 
it seemed like what we also saw today 
was a player make a really good play 
and then make an error.”

Th e Miners had 21 errors in the 
match, with 11 coming in the third 
set alone. Th e Cougars capitalized off  
those errors and poor blocking by the 
UTEP frontline. Th e Cougars out-
blocked the Miners 13 to 6.5.

In the fi rst set, the Miners got off  to 
a slow start, opening the match with a 
service error, which became the fi rst of 
three in the set. UTEP was able to keep 
it close in the fi rst, behind the start-
ing play of senior setter Patty Jarmoc, 
who registered 23 assists in the open-
ing set. But, aft er leading for most of 
the way the Cougars battled back. Th e 
score was all tied up at 20-20, follow-
ing another Miner error by redshirt 
freshman blocker Jeanne Horton. Th e 
Cougars took advantage and went on 
to win the set, 25-22.

“Nothing was really clicking for us 
today, maybe we weren’t ready,” senior 
setter Patty Jarmoc said. “I’m disap-
pointed in the loss, and wish we could 
have played better but we have to get 
back in the gym this week, work hard 
and pull it out for Marshall.”

Th e Cougars came out swinging in 
the second set, running off  to a 6-0 

lead off  two service aces by junior set-
ter Amber Brooks and two attack er-
rors by the Miners. UTEP fi nally got 
on the board when redshirt freshman 

outside hitter Melissa Toth was assisted 
by Jarmoc.

“Th ere’s some inexperience out there 
and they need to take those swings and 

learn how to be better,” Murphy said. 
“But, in the short term it’s frustrating 
when you give away that many easy 
points.”

UTEP was able to close the gap, 
coming within four points to make the 
set 14-19. However, it was once again 
back-to-back errors on serves by Toth 
and redshirt freshman libero/defensive 
specialist Ashley Mullens that put the 
lead out of reach once and for all.

In the third set, the Cougar’s quick 
off ense once again proved to be too 
much for UTEP. With the Miners 
trailing 13-18, Houston put together a 
10-2 run to take the set and the match, 
25-15.

While the Miners defense, which 
was led by junior transfer libero/de-
fensive specialist Stephanie Figueroa, 
continued to play well. It was errors 
and the lack of fi nishing power that led 
to UTEP’s defeat. Figueroa fi nished the 
game with a team best of 10 digs. How-
ever, the team was not able to score on 
any of its blocks and registered 30 kills 
to Houston’s 42.

“We need to focus on our blocking 
and putting the ball away,” freshman 
outside hitter Taylor Nix said. “Our de-
fense is doing a great job on the back 

row. Patty is doing an awesome job, but 
we as hitters need to put it away.”

Aft er starting off  the season 2-0, the 
Miners now fall to 2-2 in Conference 
USA and 10-6 overall. Th e team will 
look to bounce back as they continue 
to wrap up their three-game home 
stand with a two game series against 
Marshall Oct. 8 and 9 at Memorial 
Gym.

David Acosta can be reached at prospector@utep.edu.

Volleyball

UTEP falls in conference home opener

DIANA AMARO / The Prospector

The Miners lost 3-0 to Houston Oct. 3 at Memorial Gym. UTEP (10-7 2-2 C-USA) has struggled as of  late, losing two games at home. 

“Nothing was really 
clicking for us today, 
maybe we weren’t 
ready.  I’m disappoint-
ed in the loss, and 
wish we could have 
played better but we 
have to get back in 
the gym this week.”

- Patty Jarmoc, senior setter
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www.cornmaze.com

BY AUDREY RUSSELL
The Prospector

Th e Chalk the Block Public Art Fes-
tival will beautify Downtown El Paso 
Oct. 8-10 for the third year.

“Chalk the Block is a great way for 
artists to show that there is some amaz-
ing talent in El Paso. By featuring some 
musicians it can give them a way to 
expand their music,” said Jessica Men-
doza, freshman pre-business major. 
“Hopefully, El Paso can be known for 
their talent and using these events will 

get the community more involved in 
the music and art scene.”

Th e Museums and Cultural Aff airs 
Department along with the El Paso 
Community Foundation are partner-
ing to host the free event.

“Chalk the Block is a great opportu-
nity for local artists to let their talent 
unfold before our eyes,” said Marisol 
Lopez, El Paso Public Art Program 
specialist.

Over 100 local chalk artists will put 
their unique twist on the practice of 
street painting, a traditional art form 

that originated in Europe during the 
16th century.

“Th is festival is specifi cally designed 
to help local artists promote their 
work,” Lopez said.

Th e festival doesn’t just include great 
chalk art. Live music, interactive sculp-
tures, theatrical puppet shows, cos-
tumed stilt walkers, aerial acrobatics, 
fi re dancers and professional skaters 
participating in a demo will be set up 
for the festival. Art vendors will sell ev-
erything from jewelry to photography.

DJ Fresco will spin live music Oct. 
9-10 at the Arts Festival Plaza. Main 
stage performers, which include Ma-
riachi Los Toritos, Th e Vibe, Radio 
La Chusma and headlining Japanese 
action-comic, punk band Peelander-Z 
will only play Oct. 9.

UTEP will also make an appearance 
at the event with performances from 
the dance department and Bio.Domo.
Sis, which is an open-air greenhouse 
project created by UTEP art lecturer 
Christine Foerster.

Th is year, organizers have included 
artwork that will be projected onto the 
Chase building as well as sculptures 
from artists Christine Sporrong and 
Christian Ristow.

Sporrong works with Wise Fool New 
Mexico, an established arts organiza-

tion, to blend  acrobatic performance 
with her 34-foot abstract metal hy-
draulic-kinetic sculpture “Th e Heron 
Project.”

Ristow’s “Th e Hand of Man” is a large 
robotic hand that can be controlled in-
teractively from a glove. Th is artwork 
will give audience members the chance 
to crush cars through the power of the 
sculpture.

“I’m ecstatic about the featured 
sculptures this year. It’s something to 
look forward to,” Lopez said. “Who 
gets to crush cars with a 30-foot tall 
robotic hand everyday?”

Chalk the Block’s complete schedule 
can be downloaded from the website 
www.chalktheblock.com. 

Audrey Russell may be reached at prospector@utep.edu.

Special to The Prospector

Chalk The Block features traditional street painting with a chalky twist.

Art
Chalk the Block colors downtown

your
 events 

Long Beach-based Free Moral 
Agents, which includes Mars Volta 
member Ikey Owens, will perform 
at 8 p.m. Oct. 8 at Republic.

Boston pop-punkers A Loss For 
Words and Hand Guns will 
perform at 7 p.m. Oct. 11 at the 
Naylair with local bands.

Austin’s famous indie-rockers 
Spoon will perform at 7 p.m.       
Oct. 6 at Club 101.

Th e Bellydance Superstars will 
dance in Bombay Bellywood 
at 7:30 p.m. Oct. 6 at Magoffi  n 
Auditorium.

BY JUSTIN ANTHONY MONAREZ
The Prospector

With late aft ernoon warmth settling 
in, maze-goers gradually trickle in like 
an unfastened water faucet and sopho-
more education major Idanea Gomez 
shelves her history book underneath 
the counter to attend to customers.

So far, it’s the busiest day of the sea-
son, which started the weekend be-
fore. She manages the token booth at 
La Union Maze, located at 1101 South 
Highway 28. For the second consecu-
tive year, she sells tickets for various 
attractions at the popular autumn 
activity.

Many college students like Gomez 
juggle a job while attending school. 
Although the job is seasonal, Gomez 
said the work environment is worth 
coming back each year.

“My mom and my sister work here, 
so I do this with them. It’s fun,” Gomez 
said. “You get to meet a lot of people.”

Now in its 11th season, La Union 
Maze retains about two-thirds of their 
employees, co-owner Lucy Sond-
geroth said, who helps run the maze 
with her husband Robert.

“Th ere are kids here that have been 
with us fi ve or six years,” Sondgeroth 
said.

Th e maze opened Sept. 25, and it 
remains open until Nov. 7. La Union 
Maze includes two mazes, smaller 
entertainment attractions and snacks 
such as roasted corn. Th is year’s maze 
is themed to commemorate American 
troops.

Aft er fi ve years of employment at 
the maze, Alex Gonzalez, junior me-
chanical engineer major, said he re-
turns each year because of the overall 
employee morale, schedule fl exibility 
and pastoral atmosphere.

“If you put the eff ort in, it’s more fun 
than it is work,” Gonzalez said.

Th e Sondgeroths rely mostly on the 
help of friends and family to fi nd ded-
icated employees. Lucy said it takes 
about 25 employees at the beginning 
of the season to man the maze but that 
oft en increases to 35 at midseason.

“We hardly ever take walk-ins,” 
Sondgeroth said. “We rather know 
who they are, or know somebody who 
knows who they are.”

Gonzalez was an exception to the 
family and friend prerequisite.

He originally asked owner Robert 
Sondgeroth if he accepted volunteers 
at the maze. Robert took his informa-
tion and called him back. On his fi rst 
day at the maze, Gonzalez was asked 
to clock in. Th e maze became a job.

“He told me to clock in and clock 
out. I was just expecting to volunteer 
and he started paying me,” Gonzalez 
said. “It made it more worthwhile.”

Gonzalez, who was hired as a soph-
omore in high school, said he wanted 
to work at the maze because it looked 
fun, and it was a chance to acquire 
experience.

“I never expected to be there that 
long,” Gonzalez said.

Gonzalez said fi ve years later, he 
still enjoys working like he did in the 
beginning. He prefers to roast corn 
to the other tasks. He said it chal-
lenges him because it is fast paced and 
detailed.

“You got to fi gure out a way to get 
a process done,” Gonzalez said. “It 
requires the most thinking. It’s most 
stressful.”

Gonzalez said the job is fairly easy 
to carry while going to school, but as 
he gets further into his studies, his 
hours at the maze dwindle.

Gomez, who was referred to the 
maze by her mother, who knows Lucy, 
said it is not a bad job to have while 
going to school. It can only get dif-
fi cult for her because she also works 
at the Academic Advising Center and  
must manage her time wisely.

“I can bring my homework here (the 
maze) and get ahead. If not I do it all 
Sunday,” Gomez said.

Gomez said the maze is fl exible with 
student workers.

“Th ey’re fl exible with us because 
they take a little part of their lives to 
help us. We have to be fl exible with 
them too,” Sondgeroth said.

Managing such a large staff  requires 
patience, organization and fl exibility, 
Sondgeroth said.

“It gets a little hectic. Robert and 
I are like, ‘who’s where? Who’s on 
fi rst? Who’s on second?’” Sondgeroth 
laughs.

Sondgeroth said it’s important to ac-
commodate their employees because 
the job can be exhausting and tedious.

“If we’re not terribly busy, we don’t 
mind if they have a book to read,” 
Sondgeroth said.

Th e Sondgeroths emphasize the im-
portance of being alert and customer 
service to employees.

During the day, families and their 
children frequent the maze. A diff er-
ent crowd – high school students, col-
lege students, young couples and more 
– dominate the evening. Th e crowds 
change the atmosphere for employees. 
Th e evening is usually busier.

“Th ey’re more relaxed because 
they’re not dealing with so many 
kids,” Sondgeroth said. “On the other 
hand, they have to be alert about trou-
ble (since) you have an older crowd.”

Th e Sondgeroths station employees 
– young and old – at every attraction, 
depending on responsibility. Emman-
uel Medrano, freshman pre-engineer-
ing major, has worked two weekends 
so far. He has worked at the rubber 
duck race station, pedal car race and 
as a corn cop.

He said it can be diffi  cult at fi rst, but 
it gets easier. As a corn cop, he had to 
help lost families get out of the maze. 
He admits he is just getting the hang 
of the maze.

“You recognize some spots, but dur-
ing the night, you get lost pretty easy,” 
Medrano said.

Medrano also brings books to study 
during downtime or when he’s not 
walking through the maze.

Gonzalez said it takes at least two 
weekends to learn the ins and outs of 
the maze.

“At the beginning everybody’s a 
little lost but that comes with the ter-
ritory,” Sondgeroth said. “Once they 
do it a few times, they have a sense of 
where everything is. Something about 
a young mind that fi gures things out 
fast. I would be lost in there forever.”

Job stations include mazes (diffi  cult 
and novice), the Hill, the Big Jumping 
Pillow, the Pumpkin Patch Trolley, 
Cow Train, Pedal Cars, Target Prac-
tice, Duck Races and more.

“If your kids are not dirty when they 
leave here they didn’t have fun,” Sond-
geroth said.

Other attractions include the 
pumpkin patch, the farm corral and 
the courtyard.

“With all that, people and families 
still come to walk the maze. Th e maze 
is the main attraction and everything 
else revolves around that,” Sondgeroth 
said.

DIANA AMARO / The Prospector

Idanea Gomez, sophomore education major works at the token 
booth at La Union Maze.

DIANA AMARO / The Prospector

Emmanuel Medrano, fresh-
man mechanical engineering 
major, works at the duck races.

see MAZE on page 15

La Union Maze attracts, employs students

PHOTOS BY DIANA AMARO / The Prospector

Community
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Gomez said the position also allows 
her to meet people. 

Sondgeroth said they have gotten to 
know the employees that return annu-
ally, like Gonzalez.

“He wanted to work here, he likes 
working here, and he still works here,” 
Sondgeroth said. “He’s become family 
now. He’s probably one of our oldest 
employees.”

Justin Anthony Monarez may be reached at prospector@
utep.edu.

MAZE from page 13

DIANA AMARO / The Prospector

La Union Maze co-owner Lucy 
Sondgeroth sells maze wristbands 
at the entrance. 

BY ALEJANDRO ALBA
The Prospector

Over 30 UTEP organizations will 
come together to take part in the 
homecoming parade at noon Oct. 8. 
In observance of this year’s Around the 
World in Seven Days theme, each orga-
nization’s fl oat will be themed accord-
ing to various countries throughout the 
world.

“Th is is a great way for organizations 
to show what they’ve got,” said Fer-
nando Salcedo, senior political science 
major and Campus Activities Board 
intern.

Before the fl oats can hit the streets, 
participating student organizations will 
have a fl oat party from 6 p.m. to mid-
night Oct. 7 in the P-9 parking lot. Th e 
organizations will construct the fl oats 

to make them refl ect the country they 
randomly picked.

“We are ecstatic to be part of this 
for the fi rst time,” said Aileen Marti-
nez, freshman pre-business major and 
member of Alpha Xi Delta. “It might 
be a little overwhelming, but it will be 
worth it.”

Plenty creativity is needed to deco-
rate the fl oats. Many of the materials 
used by the organizations are either do-
nated or bought through fundraising.

Aft er all the hard work and fl oats 
are done, three awards will be given to 
the organizations who win the contest. 
Awards to be given include the Campus 
Activities Board award, the Athletics 
Award and the Most Beautiful award, 
given by the president.

“Th e winning organizations get their 
awards in the form of trophies,” said 
Erika Portillo, Campus Activities Board 

coordinator. “Th ey also get their brag-
ging rights.”

Th e fl oat party is not just for organi-
zation members, and all students are 
invited to attend and participate. Th ere 
will also be free food and music.

Student Development Center Coor-
dinator Aimee Maczko is looking for-
ward to the event. She said it is a great 
way to show school spirit and bring 
UTEP’s past and present together by 
recognizing all that UTEP has to off er.

“Th e parade brings everyone in 
UTEP together,” Maczko said. “It is just 
a big way of celebrating every aspect of 
UTEP.”

Th e Student Advertising Federation 
(Ad Fed), which is participating for the 
fi rst time, wants to get more involved 
with activities around UTEP, presi-
dent Monica Almeida said. Th e fl oat-

making party is just one way of getting 
involved.

Although they are excited, the Ad 
Fed students are nervous about their 
fl oat containing any content that will 
be looked at as off ensive, Almeida said.

“We also appreciate how other orga-
nizations helped us out,” Almeida said. 
“Th ey gave us a lot of advice on what 
materials to use.”

Alejandro Alba may be reached at prospector@utep.edu. 

FILE PHOTO / The Prospector

Student organizations participate in the Homecoming Parade, 
which takes place at noon Oct. 8.

Clubs gear up for global themed parade
Student Life

instead it looked like he was trying to 
burn the tree down.

Before the show began, the audience 
was treated to a lot of awful techno 
music. It felt like I was in an elevator 
that took me to a nightmare Daft  Punk 
cover band’s studio.

When I fi nally sat down, I was in 
front of a man that smelled of gaso-
line. I was happy that the show had 

no pyrotechnics, or I would have been 
cremated. 

Th e show opened with a perfor-
mance that seemed reminiscent of 
something students from the show 
“Glee” would do if they were drunk 
and had no dancing abilities. Th ey 
started bringing out contestants not 
long aft er the drunken dance sequence. 
One looked like she was wearing an or-
ange towel. Maybe she was here repre-
senting Towel Land. Th at exists, right?

Some girls came out and tried to 
teach the audience chants and even a 
few foreign phrases. Th e chants were 
pretty awful consisting repeating of 
one or two words over and over. Th ey 
made it feel vaguely cultish. Two of the 
other ones talked to the microphone 
stand, not realizing the microphone 
was not there. I chuckled. I’m a jerk.

Th en the guys started to come out. 
One started to sing and then forgot 
the words. One came out and sang the 
same song perfectly. Th e same man 
also made a James Bond pose during 
the formal section.

If I were a judge, I would have voted 
for him. He was OK in my book. Of 
course, I do not have a book where I 
write people who are OK down. 

One of the court members did not 
even answer the question he was asked. 
Instead he talked around it. I sort of 
wished the James Bond guy ranked 
higher. But then again, how many 
people can say they got their name in a 
nerd’s book? Th at’s right, only him.

I have a ton of homework to do. Ap-
parently, so did half the crowd. Th ey 
left  before the king and queen were an-
nounced. I wish I was them.

Matthew Munden may be reached at prospector@utep.
edu.

GLEE from page 11



�������	��
���
� � 
 �� � 
 �

� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �

WIN AN IPOD TOUCH!
Register your vote in the 2010 Students’ Choice Awards 
brought to you by The Prospector. Make your opinion 
heard today! One grand prize of one iPod Touch will be 
awarded to one entry to be selected at random.
Entry deadline October 29th at 5 p.m. Results will be 
published in The Prospector’s 2010 Students’ Choice 
Awards Issue on November 16th. 

One entry per student. At least 15 blanks must be filled 
in to be counted or entered for prize. By entering you 
agree to have your name published in The Prospector 
(print and online editions).

Please send or drop off completed entry to: 

Students’ Choice Awards, c/o The Prospector, 

105 Union East, El Paso, TX 79968-0622, or drop 

them off at Student Publications office located at 

105 Union East.

Name ________________________________________

Email ________________________________________

Class level ___________________________________

Phone Number ________________________________

How do you find out about events on campus?

______________________________________________
_____________________________________________

How often do you read The Prospector?

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

Do you prefer The Prospector printed edition or 

utepprospector.com?

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

What is your favorite section of The Prospector?

______________________________________________

_____________________________________________

EAT & DRINK
Best Place to Dance_______________________________________
Best Sports Bar__________________________________________
Best Drink Specials ______________________________________
Bar to end the night________________________________________
Best Margaritas___________________________________________
Best Wings _____________________________________________
Best Coffee______________________________________________
Best International Food____________________________________
Best Mexican Food_________________________________________
Best Chinese Food ________________________________________
Best Vegetarian Food ______________________________________
Best Late-night food________________________________________
Best Sushi________________________________________________
Best Pizza________________________________________________
Best Burritos______________________________________________
Best Buffett_____________________________________________
Best Fast Food ___________________________________________
Best Breakfast Place_______________________________________
Best Spot for a Romantic Dinner  ____________________________

PLAY & SHOP
Best Car Shop___________________________________________
Best Bike Shop__________________________________________
Best Hair Salon__________________________________________
Best Shopping Center/ Mall _______________________________
Best Gym_______________________________________________
Best Spa/ Massage ________________________________________
Best Movie Theater _______________________________________
Best Place to Bowl_________________________________________
Best Billiards_____________________________________________
Favorite Store ____________________________________________
Best Car Wash ___________________________________________

CAMPUS & CLASSES
Favorite Mode of Transportation _____________________________
Best Professor___________________________________________
Best Department _________________________________________
Best Major______________________________________________
Best Make-out Spot on Campus____________________________
Best Place to Catch a Nap ________________________________
Best Place to Park on Campus_______________________________
Best Place to Work on Campus____________________________
Best Place to Eat on Campus ______________________________
Best Place to Hangout on Campus __________________________
Best Place to Study on Campus ____________________________
Best Place to Tailgate_____________________________________

SERVICES
Best Place to Work ________________________________________
Best Phone Service _______________________________________
Best Customer Service_____________________________________
Best Supermarket_________________________________________
Best Bakery______________________________________________
Best Tattoos______________________________________________
Best Bank________________________________________________
Best Place to Buy Textbooks ________________________________
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