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Homecoming. First of all, forget what you read in NOVA
last issue. The correct Homecoming °73 date is October 26-27.

Exes First v-p, Don Leslie, heads this year’s Homecoming,
serving his second stint as Chan*man_havmg directed the 1970
HC as well. A ’59 graduate, Don is one of the most active of
Exes, a member of the Matrix Society and a former class chair-
man of the Alumni
Fund. He is a law-
yer, and takes an
active role in civic
life in El Paso—
Jaycees, Lions, El
Paso Historical So-
ciety, Humane So-
ciety. He and his
wife June have
three children.

On Friday, Oc-
tober 26, 1973, the
Honors Banquet
will be held at El
Paso Country Club,
beginning at 6:30
p-m. with cocktails,
followed by a rare
encounter with
good meat—prime
rib or tenderloin or
some other choice

Donald S. Leslie ('59) cut. The Reunion

Party is at 9 and

you’ll want to register, have some free beer and partake in hon-
oring the Classes of 1923, 1933, 1943, 1948, 1953 and 1963.

On Saturday, October 27, Departmental meetings are being
scheduled. The College of Business will have a luncheon in the
Union Cafeteria at noon; Radio-TV will have Open House from
9-noon with coffee; the School of Mines Reunion Luncheon (for
Classes of 1935 and earlier) will take place in the Faculty
Lounge of the Union at noon ($3.25 a ticket) ; and other similar
get-togethers are being planned.

Also on Saturday, a Polynesian Luau begins at 5 p.m. in the
downtown El Paso Club. The Luau includes such island deli-
cacies as Hawaiian Ham with pineapple sauce, spare-ribs (spare
ribs?), fried bananas (argh!), fresh fruit salad, and Planter’s
Punch. The latter, you probably know, is not Hawaiian Punch
with peanuts floating on it.

There’ll be free buses to and from the Homecoming game
too: Miners vs. Colorado State, in Sun Bowl Stadium. After the
game, back at the EP Club, there will take place a Homecoming
Hula, otherwise known as a dance, and following this, the Aloha
Breakfast will begin at 11:30 p.m., wrapping up a memorable
weekend.

There are some loose ends to be tied up, but for further in-
formation and reservations, check with Maxine Neill in the
Alumni Office. You can write to the Office at UT El Paso, zip
79968, or call 747-5533.

The 1973 Ex-Students’ Association Officers are:
Dr. Roger Ortiz (’57), President.
Mr. Donald S. Leslie (°59), First Vice-President.
Dr. Rene M. Rosas (°58), Second Vice-President.
Mr. Mike Wieland (’66), Treasurer.
Mrs. Bobby Mapula (°58, MA ’73), Secretary.
Board of Directors, 1973:
Mr. Sanford C. Cox (’51, MA ’52).
Mrs. Morgan (Martha Lou) Broaddus (’60, MA ’71).

Mr. Ron McDaniel (’61).

Mr. Walter Hyatt (’55).

Mr. George Davis (’52).

Mrs. Katy Mclntyre (’64).

Mr. Rudy H. Ortiz (’70).

Mrs. Marion (Mary Lou) Spitler (’51).
Mr. Charles F. Tupper, Jr. (’64).

Mr. Robert H. Brown (’56).

And now some other business. Ray Past’s tribute to the late
John Middagh in the June NOVA brought us some fine mail.
Roger Haynes (’63), a close friend of the Chief’s, wrote Dr.
Past from Taipei, Formosa: “Everyone has a spec1al place for
the things that mean most in this life. This copy of NOVA will
end up in more people’s ‘special places’ than an other publica-
tion we know of.”

Doc Sonnichsen’s “The Folklore of Academe” appears to have
generated a bit more heat than light. A number of people saw
no humor in it and a few thought NOVA had no business pub-
lishing it. One faculty person stormed the News and Information
Office, waving a copy of the magazine like a battle pennant.
Gosh, we haven’t had this much excitement in a month of
Sundays.

Last we heard from Jeff Berry, NOVA’s favorite Man With
Itchy Feet, is a note in June from Appledore, N. Devon, Eng-
land, where he had signed aboard Golden Hinde, a full-size
replica of Sir Francis Drake’s flagship. The Hinde will sail for
the Caribbean about the time this NOVA appears. “The work
here in Appledore, writes Jeff, “is stimulating if a bit strenuous
at times. Today we sent up both fore and main topmasts all by
muscle power. Everything is traditional. Living conditions
aboard the ship are spartan to put it mildly. Headroom along
the gun deck is about 4’-6”. It should prove to be an interesting
exercise in nostalgia.”

Belle Edwards (’54), one of our regular NOVA correspond-
ents, whose husband is Clayton B. Edwards (°53), Chevron Oil
distributor in North Platte, Neb., wrote us in May to say she
wished we would come up with a method of dating NOVA on
the cover so that a person could keep the magazines in order.
Belle, you got a good idea.

John Ronald Reuel Tolkien, whose name is perhaps better
known to college students than to their moms and dads, died
in early September. He was the creator of Middle Earth—the
most popular fantasy mythos of modern times—and if you see
one of his books around the house, read it and discover what he
means to college students. The Lord of the Rings trilogy and
The Hobbit are his best-known works. Hobbits, J.R.R. Tolkien
(pronounced Tall-kin) wrote: “. . .are little people, smaller
than the bearded dwarves. Hobbits have no beards. There is
little or no magic about them, except the ordinary everyday sort
which helps them to disappear quietly and quickly when large
stupid folk like you and me come blundering along, making a
noise like elephants which they can hear a mile off. . .”

In the world of reality, one of the most helpful books we have
seen around the Hill is the Centennial Year edition of the
Statistical Abstract of El Paso, Texas, compiled and edited by
the University’s Dr. Timothy P. Roth and Dr. Glenn L. Palmore
and published by the UT El Paso Bureau of Business and Eco-
nomic Research. The Abstract is a 194-page compilation of sta-
tistics (that’s probably why they titled it Statistical Abstract)
on El Paso, El Paso County, and environs.

Be sure to read Glenn Palmore’s article on the economic im-
pact of the University on the El Paso community in this issue

of NOVA.

Meantime, Happy Homecoming ’73 and sincerest congratula-
tions to Pete Snelson, our Outstanding Ex.

A special thanks to Mr. Howell Zinn for his work on
this issue of NOVA. The cover design as well as the new
look of this Editor’s page, is Howell’s work. ]

EDITOR: Dale L. Walker. ASSISTANT

PHOTO: State Sen. W.E. "Pete’’ Snel-

4, Whole Number 32. Second-class

EDITOR: Jeannette Smith. BOOKS EDI-
TOR: Laura Scott Meyers. PHOTOG-
RAPHY: David P. Leibson. GRAPHIC
ART CONSULTANT: Howell Zinn,
Graphics. FACULTY ADVISOR: Ray
Past. CONTRIBUTORS: Howard G.
Applegate, Scott Binning, Haldeen
Braddy Robert M Fsch Rudolvh

son, UT El Paso's 1973 Ouistanding
Ex-Student, talks with some students
from his District as they visit the Austin
Capitol. BACK COVER: A preliminary
model of the $8 million Special Events
Center which will be under construc-
tion at the University within the next
twelve-month

postage paid at El Paso. NOVA is
published quarterly by the News and
Information Office of The University
of Texas at El Paso, El Paso, Texcs
79968. It is sent without charge or obli-
gation to alumni and friends of the
University and the entire magazine is
bio-dearadable 1 . . el




W. E. “PETE” SNELSON:

OUTSTANDING EX

nterviews with State Senator

W. E. “Pete” Snelson, UT El
Paso’s Outstanding Ex-Student for 1973,
can be an informational feast or famine,
depending on which questions you ask.

Talk to him about his professional, ed-
ucational, or political careers and the tall,
impeccably-dressed man cheerfully re-
sponds with plenty of helpful information.

Ask him, however, about his personal
attitudes or motivations, or for any of the
other dimension-lending bits of informa-
tion, and the articulate Senator Snelson
succumbs to modesty.

Fortunately, on occasions such as these,
there usually are alternate sources of in-
formation. In the present case, there is
his wife Susan—an attractive, blue-eyed
redhead whose perception of Pete is as

by Jeannette Smith

sharp as her wit. And there are others,
including Judson Williams, Pete’s high
school teacher and mentor (and former
mayor of El Paso), and Mrs. Mabel
Hardy, the Senator’s “second mother.”

Susan Snelson didn’t bat an eyelash
when she was told of the difficulty in pry-
ing “human interest stuff” from her hus-
band.

“That’s the way Pete is,” she explains.
“He’s the product of the Depression era
and I think this has contributed as much
to his self-containment as it has to his
self-reliance.

“I’'m the one with the big mouth,” she
adds with a grin.

Her typically forthright remark pre-
faces such observations as: “For as long
as I have known him, Pete always has had

i

From left: the late President Lyndon B. Johnson, Sen. Snelson and Mrs. Snelson.

some sort of overall plan for life in which
he establishes certain goals for himself.
Then, in his quiet and determined man-
ner, and with a methodical attention to
detail, he achieves those goals.

“Metaphorically speaking,” she adds,
you might say he is careful of all the little
hills on the way up to the mountaintop.”

During Pete’s youth, those “little hills”
must have seemed, at times, ltke moun-
tains.

Wallace Eugene Snelson —soon and
everafter to be called “Pete”— was born
in 1923, the sixth of seven children
(six boys and one girl) of Mr. and Mrs.
Luke R. Snelson of Grandfalls, Texas. As
a member of a cotton-farm family during
an era when money was scarce, Pete
learned at a tender age the meaning of
work and responsibility.

He also became familiar with politics.
“My parents firmly believed in active par-
ticipation in government,” he explains,
“and at one time my father was Sheriff
of Grandfalls. Because of my parents’ in-
terest, I can’t remember a time when I
wasn’t interested in governmental affairs.”

Yet another subject attracted Pete after
he entered Grandfalls-Royalty High School
and took some journalism courses taught
by Judson Williams. “It was then,” he
says, “that I developed an ambition to
become sports editor of a daily news-
paper.”

Pete worked on the school paper “The
Gusher,” and later became the editor.
According to Williams, he did such a good
job that the school publication won sev-
eral prizes in state and national compe-
titions.

After graduating as class salutatorian at
age 16, Pete went to work as news editor
of the Grandfalls Gazette, the local weekly
newspaper. Meanwhile, Jud Williams had
come to El Paso and joined the faculty at
Texas College of Mines and Metallurgy
and, in 1940, he, arranged for his former
student to attend TCM on a journalism
scholarship. “The kid had plenty of
ability and aptitude even then,” remarks
Williams. “All he needed was the matur-
ing experience of college.”

Pete hitch-hiked to El Paso, enrolled at
TCM, settled in at the dormitory, and
found some part-time work to help finance
his expenses. There wasn’t much time or
money left over for recreation, and for
Pete and at least two other out-of-town
students living on campus during the Fall,
1940, semester, the prospects were indeed
bleak for getting back to their respective
homes for the forthcoming Christmas
holidays.

The fortunes of Pete Snelson, Frank
Keaton and Al Schiemenz took an upward



turn, however, when TCM student Betty
Jo Hardy told her mother, Mrs. Mabel
Hardy, about their plight. Mrs. Hardy (or
Aunt Mabel as she is better known) im-
mediately extended an invitation to the
boys to share not only Christmas with her
family, but also any future holidays and
semester breaks.

“We had some wonderful times,” says
Mrs. Hardy, “and it was like having three
sons in addition to our own two girls, Cleo
and Betty Jo. From then on our home
was their home, for meals, for studying,
and there was always a spare room where
they could spend the night.”

Ever since that first Christmas, Pete has
considered the house at 1420 Montana his
second home and Aunt Mabel as his
“second mother”” who has shared with him
all the important events in his life.

“He still keeps in touch with me regu-
larly,” says Mrs. Hardy, “and remembers
me on birthdays, at Christmas and on all
other special occasions. Whenever he
comes to El Paso, he usually spends the
night up in the same bedroom that he
used when he was in college.

“A son of my own,” she adds, “couldn’t
have been more thoughtful or kind than
Pete. He appreciates everything that is
done for him and performs many kind-
nesses in return.”

By 1942 Pete was holding down a regu-
lar job as sports editor of The El Paso
Times in addition to carrying his usual 15
to 18 class-hour schedule each semester.
In 1943, when he was within nine se-
mester hours of graduating with a Bachelor
of Arts degree in journalism, his college
career was interrupted by three years’ ser-
vice in the Army. After completing his
basic training, he was sent to the Uni-
versity of Nebraska to study the German
language, then overseas where he saw ac-
tion in France with the 44th Infantry
Division. After being wounded by mortar
shrapnel, he spent three months in a hos-
pital in France, and upon release was -re-
assigned to the Counter-Intelligence Corps
as a special agent during the time when
Allied forces were preparing for the big
push into Germany.

As part of a CIC group responsible for
maintaining security and apprehension of
enemy agents behind U.S. lines, Pete was
eventually sent into Germany to interview
and grant clearance to displaced persons.
He was also one of the CIC agents, who,
acting upon information received from a
former German SS officer, unearthed three
chests from a Bavarian estate which con-
tained the personal treasures of Adolph
Hitler’s girl friend, Eva Braun. The chests
were crammed with such items as the blood-
stained clothing worn by Hitler on July 20,
1944, when an attempt was made to as-
sassinate him; Eva Braun’s diary, in which
she frequently wrote of her “undying love
for Adolph”; her monogrammed silver-
ware; a sizable sum of American bank-
notes, English pounds and German marks;
an 18th Century silver service bearing the
Polish royal crown and valued at between
$500,000 and $1 million; some elaborate
diamond-studded jewelry and four men’s
gold watches.

After he was released from the Army in
early 1946, Pete was commissioned to the
U.S. Army Reserve as commanding officer
of a CIC Reserve Unit in El Paso. He re-
turned home with the Bronze Star, Com-
bat Infantryman’s Badge, the Purple Heart
and the ETO Ribbon with three campaign
stars. He stopped over in El Paso and
spent some time at Aunt Mabel’s house,
then went on to Grandfalls where he
taught at the high school for one semester.

During the summer of 1946 he jour-
neyed back to El Paso and TCM to com-
plete work on his bachelor’s degree; then
on September 1 he joined the faculty and
staff as instructor of journalism and as-
sistant director of publicity and publica-
tions.

Snelson remained at TCM for six years,
with the exception of one year when he
took a leave of absence to earn a Master
of Science degree in Journalism at North-
western University in Evanston, IlL
Eventually he was promoted to assistant
professor of journalism and director of
News and Information at TCM, positions
he held until he was appointed Vice Presi-
dent of Odessa College in 1952.

Residents of Men’s, Women’'s Dorms at TCM, 1942. Pete Snelson in fourth row,

third from left.
2

After three years in Odessa, Snelson de-
cided to move to Midland and open up
the first advertising agency in that city. It
began as a two-man effort and has since
grown to be one of the state’s leading
agencies.

For more than two decades Pete’s in-
terest in civic and community work has
kept pace with his career interests. He has
been a member of Lions International
since 1952, is a member of the Grandfalls
Masonic Lodge #895 and of the El Paso
Consistory, also is a 32nd Degree Scottish
Rite Mason. He has been a Boy Scout
leader and is a member of the First Pres-
byterian Church in Midland.

Pete has served as an officer in the El
Paso, Odessa, and Midland branches of
the Junior Chamber of Commerce and in
1957 was president of the Midland Jay-
cees. It was during that year that he was
named by the United States Junior Cham-
ber of Commerce as “Outstanding State
President.”

By that time he had also long held the
unofficial title of “most eligible bachelor,”
according to Aunt Mabel Hardy.

“Pete had always been well-liked and
was much sought-after,” she says, “but it
seemed as though he wanted to achieve
certain educational and professional goals
before he gave serious thought to marriage.

“When he called me in 1959 to tell me
he had found the right girl,” she continues,
“I said ‘if you have found her, T know
I’ll like her,” and sure enough, that’s the
way it turned out.”

The girl was Susan Sutton, a Colorado

Taken in Germany at close of World

War II.

Little Pete



State University graduate (major in psy-
chology) and airline stewardess with a
sense of humor, vivacious personality,
ability to adjust, and a quick mind—all of
which she has employed to full capacity
ever since she became Mrs. W. E. Snelson
four months after they met at a social
function.

“I remember a discussion we had before
we were married,” Susan reflects, “during
which Pete assured me he had no plans to
go into politics, and he was most sincere
about it at that time.

“But even then we both should have
known better,” she continues. “He’s tailor-
made for the role of public servant. He
has an innate faith in and concern for his
fellow man. He genuinely enjoys serving
the public and he’s well qualified to do so
with his practical experience in so many
different areas—agricultural, educational,
community affairs, and business.”

The voters of the 102nd District of
Texas came to the same conclusion in
1960 and elected him State Representa-
tive. His legislative record during his first
term in office later served him well when,
in 1964, he was elected State Senator from
the 29th District (with full editorial en-
dorsement by The El Paso Times and El
Paso Herald-Post) .

During these and subsequent political
races, Susan has been Pete’s most loyal

constituent and an active worker—even in
the four campaigns which coincided with
the births of their four children—and she
says: “I’'ve met some people who don’t
agree with him on various issues, and
some who don’t vote for him, but I have
never met anyone who doubted his
honesty.”

Despite Pete’s integrity and qualifica-
tions, his political career had a setback in
1966 when, as a result of the 1965 shuffl-
ing of the Texas Districts, he found him-
self campaigning for Senator from the
25th instead of the 29th District, against
Dorsey B. Hardeman, a 25-year veteran
legislator from San Angelo.

“Pete took the loss calmly,” comments
Susan, “in fact I was more upset than he
was because he lost by such a slim margin
—only 61 votes.”

As for Pete, he took advantage of the
next two years to concentrate on his other
two priority interests—his family and the
ad agency — and also did a little spade
work toward the next campaign.

In 1968 the political opponents were
the same—Snelson and Hardeman—but
the results were quite different. Snelson
won over incumbent Hardeman by such
a large margin that the San Angelo
Standard-Times described the outcome as
“the upset of modern West Texas political
history.”

Senator Snelson during a debate on the Senate floor.

In 1971 Snelson was elected president
pro tempore in the Texas Senate, a tradi-
tional position of honor accorded to state
lawmakers who have earned the approval
of their colleagues.

As president pro tem, Snelson was sec-
ond in line of succession to the governor-
ship and as such, served as acting gover-
nor for several days'during that year when
both the Governor and Lieutenant Gover-
nor were out of the State. Then on De-
cember 4 he was inaugurated as “Gover-
nor for a Day” in Austin. Attending the
festivities were some 1,500 well-wishers

From left: Sen. Snelson (in back-

ground), Aunt Mabel Hardy, Susan
Snelson during “"Governor For A Day"
festivities.

¢

From left: Judson Williams, Mrs. Wil-
liams and Sen. Snelson at “"Governor
For A Day” festivities.

From left: This year's Outstanding Ex
with Outstanding Ex of 1955, Berte
Haigh of Midland, during “Governor
For A Day.”



from throughout Texas, including large
delegations from San Angelo, Midland
and Odessa. Among the visitors from El
Paso were Mr. and Mrs. Judson Williams
and Aunt Mabel Hardy, the latter’s travel
arrangements and hotel suite accommo-
dations having been arranged for by
“Governor Snelson.”

Now in his third term as State Senator,
Snelson’s organizational abilities are con-
tinually tested. His District—the 25th—
is the largest Senatorial district in the na-
tion, in fact, it is larger than 30 individual
states in the nation. The area covers
59,599 square miles and includes approxi-
mately 400 local governments and some
74 school districts, all of which look to
Snelson at one time or another for solu-
tions to local and state-wide problems.

“The physical aspects of getting around
to all these communities is a full-time job
in itself,” comments Snelson, “especially
since. much of the traveling has to be
done by car because of the lack of airports
near many of the smaller towns.”

In addition to his prodigious travels
and a never-ending series of long-distance
phone calls, the conscientious Senator
keeps tabs on the needs and concerns of
his constituents by regularly reading more
than a dozen newspapers published in
various cities and small towns in his
district.

Snelson’s duties during his present term
include serving as vice chairman of the
Education Committee, a position for
which he is singularly qualified since he
is the only member of the Texas Senate
with practical experience in three levels
of education: high school, junior college
and college. He is also a member of the
committee on Intergovernmental Rela-
tions and Finance, chairman of the Claims
Subcommittee, and recently was ap-

‘-

The Snelson Family, at “"Governor For A Day" ceremonies. From left: Gene, Sandi, Susan, Pete, Shane and Stephen.

pointed by Lt. Gov. Bill Hobby to the
Legislative Budget Board, the latter a
full-time job in itself.

The Budget Board consists of five
members each from the House and the
Senate who, between now and the Jan-
uary, 1975 Legislature, will consult with
representatives of all State-funded agen-
cies, departments and institutions through-
out Texas in order to determine their
financial needs for the forthcoming two-
year period.

“This procedure is in line with the
‘zero base income’ guidelines”’, explains
Snelson, “in which every state-funded
agency starts from scratch in figuring its
expenses for each two-year period.” After
compiling all this information, the Board
will then make recommendations on ap-
propriations to the 1975 Legislature.

Despite the already demanding sched-
ule, Senator Snelson would like to see the
Texas Legislature meet regularly on an
annual basis rather than every other year.
“The government could function more
cohesively and therefore more efficiently,”
he says. “In fact, Texas is the only large
state whose legislature does not meet
annually.”

Whether the Legislature meets less or
more frequently (such as January, 1974
when the legislators convene as a consti-
tutional convention), it’s a safe bet that
Snelson’s attendance record will run
about the same—97 per cent. And his
performance will probably be as produc-
tive as it has been in the past, such as
last spring when he sponsored, co-spon-
sored or supported a raft of bills passed
by the 63rd Legislature.

Among them is S.B.854, sponsored by
James Kaster (El Paso) in the House,
Snelson in the Senate and with, the Sen-

'GOVERNOR
W. E. (PETE) SNELSON

DECEMBER 4. 1971

ator says, “much effort by Dr. Laurence
Nickey of El Paso in getting the medical
profession behind the bill.” H.B.854 re-
quires all medical and hospitalization
insurance to cover babies from the mo-
ment of their birth, as opposed to many
policies which heretofore covered them
only after they were several weeks old.
Since a sizeable percentage of these new-
borns require immediate treatment rang-
ing from intensive care to surgical correc-
tion, the former lack of insurance coverage
was often a devastating financial blow to
the young parents involved.

H.B.177, sponsored in the House by
Rep. Charles F. Tupper (El Paso) and
Snelson in the Senate, provides for five-
year license plates that should yield some
$8 million for highway purposes during
the first five-year period beginning in
1975.

S.B.855 authorizes the Texas Depart-
ment of Health to institute a coordinated
emergency medical transportation system
across the state to provide the swift and
efficient transfer of critically ill or injured
people to appropriate medical centers.
This guarantees prompt medical attention
for those living in areas that lack such
centers, and the legislation particularly
pleases the Snelsons.

“Last year when I was seriously ill,”
Susan explains, “I was flown by heli-
copter to a metropolitan hospital that was
staffed and equipped to handle such ill-
nesses. I was fortunate. My husband had
access to such transportation. But what
about all the people who don’t have that
same advantage?”

The education-oriented Senator who
says “Education continues to be my top
legislative interest,” backs up his state-
ment with sustaining efforts toward the

(Continued on Page 17)




The Economic Impact
Of UT El Paso

On E1 Paso

The University of Texas at

El Paso is one of the largest

business concerns in El Paso. In its 60th
year of providing higher education oppor-
tunities for the community, the University
employs a faculty and an administrative
staff of over 2,000 and accounts for an
additional 3,000 jobs in El Paso for per-
sons who support or service the institution.

The operating expenditures of the Uni-
versity increased 268.2 percent between
1960 and 1972; from about $5 million in
1960 to over $19 million in 1972! A sig-
nificant portion of these operating ex-
penditures as well as salaries and wages
paid to the faculty and the administrators,
and student expenditures serve to create
additional business and financial activity
in El Paso.

It is commonly known that the Univer-
sity is a tax-free, tax-supported non-profit
institution. The operating income and all
construction monies for the University are
provided by state and federal funding, and
to a lesser extent by student tuition and
fees. Few, however, see the University as
a direct contributor to balanced economic
growth of the El Paso region in the same
light that they view a production or proc-
essing plant such as apparel or other
manufacturing. The economic multiplier
concept is, as may be expected, entirely
operative and applicable to the economic
influences of a university as well as any
other business enterprise. In many respects
the University’s direct contribution to the
economy of the area is far greater than
other “employers.” The University’s in-
come flows directly “through” the institu-
tion to the local economy with minimum
costs to generate the income.

During the 1972-1973 academic year,
the Bureau of Business and Economic
Research at The University of Texas at
El Paso conducted a study to determine
the economic impact of the University on
the local economy. The objective of the
study was to measure the direct and gen-
erated expenditures (cash flows) to local
business concerns and local government,
and to estimate the impact on local em-
ployment resulting from the presence of
The University of Texas at El Paso in the
El Paso, Texas, community. Budget and
expenditures data for the calendar year
1972 were used in the study.

Economic Impact on Local

Business

The Economic Impact on Local Busi-
ness Study shows that The University of
Texas at El Paso exerts considerable eco-
nomic influence on the local El Paso
economy. During 1972 the value of Uni-
versity-related local business volume, ex-
cluding construction monies, was over $58
million. These were expenditures for local
purchases by the University ($2.9 million),

by Glenn L. Palmore

local expenditures by faculty and staff
($7.5 million), local expenditures by stu-
dents ($21.9 million), purchases from
local sources by local businesses in support
of their University-related volume ($19.3
million), and other local business stimula-
tion ($6.4 million). Faculty and staff
members spent $180 thousand on local
rental housing and $7.3 million on non-
housing expenditures during the year.
Students spent $6.1 million for local
rental housing and $8 million on non-
housing expenses during 1972. The study
results in a finding of $37.1 million as the
value of local business property committed
to University-related business during the
year.

The expansion of local banks’ credit
base resulting from University-related de-
posits amounted to $13.8 million in 1972.

On the negative side, local business
volume unrealized because of the existence
of University enterprises, such as dormi-
tories, cafeterias, book store, etc., was $3.0
million during the year.

Economic Impact on Local

Government

As a result of the location of The Uni-
versity of Texas at El Paso in the El Paso
community, local governments received
$4.78 million in tax revenues during 1972.
These receipts were realized through pay-
ments of real-estate taxes by faculty and
staff ($321 thousand), by local businesses
on real property allocable to University-
related business ($196 thousand), by non-
real property taxes paid by faculty, staff
and University-related businesses ($316-
thousand), by state aid to local public
schools allocable to children of University-
related families ($3.1 million), and
through other related revenues ($576
thousand).

The study shows that the operating
costs of local government-provided mu-
nicipal services allocated to University-
related influences is $2.27 million and the
operating cost of local public schools
allocable to University-related persons is
$5.63 million.

In 1972 the value of local governments’
properties allocable to the University-
related portion of services provided was
$123.4 million.

The value of municipal-type services
self-provided by the University was found
to be $105 thousand.

Economic Impact on Local
Employment, Income, and
Purchases of Durable Goods

The impact of the University on local
employment, according to the study, is
that 5,193 local jobs are attributable to
the presence of the University in El Paso.
Personal income of local individuals from
University-related jobs and business activ-

ities amounted to $31.2 million and the
value of durable goods purchased with
income from University-related jobs and
business activities amounted to $3.1
million during 1972.

The above data show the other quanti-
tative economic impact of The University
of Texas at El Paso on the local economy.
Beneficial services that the University
renders that cannot be quantified are
numerous and extremely valuable. These
services include, in addition to educational
opportunities, such activities as public
events (athletics, cultural, social) ; exten-
sive community services; professional
business and economic research, consult-
ing, publications (such as the monthly EIl
Paso Economic Review), and extensive
data files.

Construction Monies

In addition, the campus development
program (construction, remodeling, and
acquisitions) has proven to be extremely
beneficial to the El Paso community. The
economic impact, both direct and through
generated cash flows, increases local em-
ployment, business activities and local
government revenues.

The dollar value of the ten-year campus
development program (1963-1973) ex-
ceeds $67 million. The record of the past
four years shows that actual plant funds
expended were $6.8 million in the 1969-
1970 academic year, $2.7 million in the
1970-1971 academic year, $2.1 million in
the 1971-1972 academic year, and $4.7
million in the 1972-1973 academic year.
The economic multiplier as computed for
the construction industry in the El Paso
region (see El Paso Ecomomic Review,
Vol X-No. 6, June, 1973) is 1.3, meaning;
for every $1 expended in construction,
another $1.30 in income is created in the
community through transaction flows in
the regional economy. Although the dollar
value of the campus development pro-
gram has been exceptionally bright during
past years, the brightest picture lies in the
near future with a $27.7 million campus
development program for the new En-
gineering Science complex ($15.0 mil-
lion), the Special Events Center and
artificial turf on the Sun Bowl ($8 mil-
lion), remodeling of our Magoffin
Auditorium ($1.6 million), and other ac-
quisitions and improvements ($3.1 mil-
lion). In the distant future, as the Uni-
versity expands in programs and grows in
stature, campus development programs look
to projects that will modernize traffic flows
and create an internal campus; perma-
nent, modern structures for the College
of Business Administration, the Center
for Continuing Education, and others, in
addition to modernization and improve-
ments of existing campus facilities.

In recent years El Paso has enjoyed a
construction boom! The University of
Texas at El Paso campus development
program has and will continue to be a
significant contributor. ]

Dr. Palmore is Director of the
Bureau of Business and Eco-
nomic Research at the
University.



$27 MILLION
EXPANSION
PROGRAM

he sounds of jackhammers,
cement mixers, air compres-
sors and all the other tools of the construc-
tion trades will continue to be heard at
UT El Paso for the coming several years
as work begins and continues on the
largest single construction-expansion pro-
gram in the 60-year history of the school.
Joined by members of the UT System
Board of Regents and System Adminis-
tration, the University’s President A.B.
Templeton announced details of the ex-
pansion plans on July 26 at a well-at-
tended luncheon in El Paso. The major
developments are these:

* A $15 million Engineering-Science
Complex [see photo this page] designed
as an addition to the existing Physical
Science Building and bringing together
into one development all departments of
the College of Engineering plus the De-
partments of Biology, Chemistry, Mathe-
matics, and Physics. The complex will be
provided with full instructional and labo-
ratory equipment at an estimated cost of

$700,000.

LAND, BUILDINGS
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~ Education Building
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Burges Hall
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- Dining Commons
Library Addition
Fine Arts Center
Central Energy Plant
~ Nursing School
Land Acquisitions

©C NGOG B WN =

b b b
w NN - O

Repairs, Rehabilltation

Teaching and Remed Equipment

 Utilities, Roads, Parking, ugmmg, Sidewatks, e

~ SUB-TOTAL:

" New Buildings, Land, Rcmodeling (7126/73)

The Engineering-Science Complex

* An $8 million Special Events Center
[see back cover] to be located in an area
to the north of the Sun Bowl parking lot.
Seating about 12,000, the Center will be
used for a variety of cultural, entertain-
ment and sports functions, not the least
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of which will be home court for Miner
basketball. Seating will be arranged in a
single extended octagon area of some
12,500 square feet of floor space.
* Acquisition of about eight acres of
(Continued on Page 17)
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A CONVERSATION
WITH SAM DONALDSON

Sam Donaldson, Capitol Hill Corre-
spondent for ABC News, is a native of
Anthony, Texas, and a 1955 graduate of
Texas Western College. This interview
was arranged under the auspices of the
UT El Paso Oral History Institute, with
the help of Mr. David Salazar and Mr.
Patrick Quinn, and also with the encour-
agement of Mr. and Mrs. H. A. Woods,
Jr., of El Paso. Robert M. Esch, assistant
professor of English at the University,
conducted the interview on April 19,
1973. —EDITOR.

ESCH: Tell us something about your
years here at UT El Paso and some of
the people who steered you in the direc-
tion of news reporting.

DONALDSON: I was here in the 1951-
55 period when it was Texas Western.
Virgil Hicks was head of Radio-TV and
that was my major. I consider him a very
good teacher. I think many of the things
I learned from Virgil have stood me in
good stead today. I enjoyed my time on
this campus, but I wasn’t a particularly
good student.

E: Where did you go from here?

Interview by Robert M. Esch

D: To the University of Southern Cali-
fornia, then into the Army for two and
a half years, stationed mainly at Fort
Bliss.

E: As a journalist you may be aware of
a number of AAUP cases in which faculty
members have been censured or fired
because of their involvement with student
publications and defending students’
rights. What is your reaction to this?

D: I think our society works best when
the rights of all of its members are bal-
anced in such a way as to do the least
harm to all of its members. As for student
publications, in the old days of course,
they were controlled by the faculty. Stu-
dents couldn’t do a think about it.

E: And at TWC?

D: At Texas Western, I don’t think any-
one thought of rebelling against this type
of strict and tight control. I think it was
too much control and I think it’s a good
thing that students at the college level or
the high school level for that matter, have
started to use their heads. Started having
ideas.

E: And writing about them?

Sam Donaldson, ABC News

D: Definitely, even though they are ob-
noxious to the majority of the readers.
Ideas are not going to hurt us. It’s the
lack of ideas that will hurt us.

E: What is your impression of campus
anarchy at such places as Berkeley, Yale,
and more recently, Antioch?

D: Anarchy, as in the cases in which
students exert the “right” to manage the
university, select the professors and decide
on the curriculum—I think that’s ridic-
ulous. Students are students because
they’ve come to learn and be taught.

E: What about faculty-student interac-
tion on committees?

D: I'm wholly in favor of it.

E: Were you ever censored for what you
said on the radio at TWC?

D: I don’t recall if anyone ever tried to
censor us. Virgil Hicks never did. By
the same token, I don’t recall that I ever
tried to say anything controversial. The
question didn’t arise. We were the silent
generation.

E: How do you regard news broadcasting
as a career? I’'m curious about the type
of job opportunities it offers young peo-
ple, particularly women and minority
groups.

D: I think it’s a good career and I cer-
tainly enjoy it. It gives me an opportunity
to think I am accomplishing something
worthwhile, informing people about
what’s going on. There ought to be more
women, more blacks, more Spanish-speak-
ing people, and other minorities in broad-
casting, but I am against the quota
system.

E: Some critics of news broadcasting
charge that broadcasters think of them-
selves as sort of a privileged class, immune
from criticism by the government or any
restraints from publishers or editors. What
do you think of this charge?

D: I don’t think we think of ourselves
as a privileged class but we regard our-
selves as custodians of something that
really belongs to everyone.

E: Custodians?

D: Yes. It may sound corny but I think
most of us believe in the so-called “right
to know” which springs from the First
Amendment of the Constitution. We be-
lieve that no one—Ileast of all government
—has the right or power to control the
free flow of information. If you and
enough of the people who watch ABC
think that I’'m not doing a fair and ob-
jective job of presenting the news and
you begin to turn me off, it won’t be long
before ABC takes me off the air.

E: According to a recent article in “Jour-
nalism Quarterly” ABC is supposed to be
more supportive of the Nixon administra-
tion than CBS or NBC. Do you think that
is a fair statement?



D: No. As you know, we allow—in fact,
urge—our anchor men, Harry Reasoner
and Howard K. Smith, to comment at
the end of each night’s program. They
are free to express their personal view-
point and that viewpoint is labeled “com-
mentary.” Thus when Howard K. Smith
says, as he has rather consistently over the
past five or six years, that he supports the
Vietnamization policy of the Administra-
tion, this is his opinion.

E: What about government subsidized
programs and also the public broadcasting
idea?

D: I am not for government subsidy in
the sense of trying to change our com-
mercial broadcast system, but I am not
against the fourth network, the Public
Service Broadcast Network, the corpora-
tion for public broadcasting which is re-
ceiving a government subsidy. It does
bother me, though, to see what’s hap-
pened in their public affairs division.

E: Oh?

D: When the government steps in with
the money, it steps in with the control,
as in the cancellation of William Buckley’s
“Firing Line.” It wouldn’t be any differ-
ent, I suppose, under a Democratic White
House than under a Republican one.

E: Sam, let’s talk about some of the per-
sonalities around Washington. What do
you think of Jack Anderson? Does he
perform a worthy service?

D: Yes, on balance. I don’t defend for a
moment his bad story on [Sen. Thomas]
Eagleton. Reprehensible. And some of his
other stories are indefensible. He’s a
muckraker, but we need muckrakers.

E: Is he malicious?

D: I know Jack personally and don’t
believe he maliciously sets out to do a bad
story. He does sometimes get caught up
in bad sources, in wrong information. But
in balance, the good that he has done—
as his predecessor Drew Pearson did—in
exposing wrong-doing and government
flim-flam, is far more important. He was
responsible for the Dita Beard memo in
the ITT case. And he has been vigilant
in the Watergate case.

E: That’s a magic word for you, isn’t it
—Watergate?

D: Yes, that’s my current assignment
with ABC.

E: Tell us about Senator Sam Ervin.
D: He is now coming in to his own and
he deserves it. I say that warmly. His
integrity is above reproach. He’s a great
story-teller. Brilliant mind. I detect no
senility in him but he is 76 or 77. Once
in a while he will meander, but he always
comes back to the point. He fascinates
you, but don’t ever ask him a question
and expect a short answer.

E: Why?

D: Well, three or four weeks ago, during
one of the preliminary news conferences
after his special committee was set up, we
wanted to shoot very quickly because we
were on a deadline. We hoped the news
conference would end in thirty minutes.
It took him fifty minutes to field fewer
questions than it would take most public
figures to field in fifteen.

E: He wasn’t evading?

D: No. If you would ask, “Senator, do
you believe the President has the power
of executive privilege to forbid his assist-

ants from testifying for Congress?” he
wouldn’t simply say “No, I don’t.” He
was ready not only to tell us why he
thought the President didn’t have the
power but quote us the legal decision that
he thought would buttress his case.

E: What are your thoughts about the
relationship between the Nixon Adminis-
tration and the press? Is there a battle?
D: Well, a battle in the sense that there
has been an attempt to win public support
and opinion for a point of view against
the press. I think it was the deliberate
calculation of the Nixon Administration.
E: Particularly in news about the War?
And now Watergate?

D: That’s right. We brought in the bad
news in those days about Vietnam and
the economy. Now we’re bringing the bad
news about Watergate. The result of all
this will be a righting of what I thought
was an extraordinarily successful attempt
by the Nixon Administration to discredit
journalists per se.

E: You think that as a result of the
Watergate hearings and the exposure on
television that there will be a change?
D: I think the public will realize that it
was the press and its constant badgering,
in trying to investigate and expose what
had really happened, and not¢ the govern-
ment, not the Justice Department, not the
courts, that exposed it.

E: You forsee a new attitude on the part
of the public toward the press?

D: Yes, I think the public realizes that
while individual reporters may be slanted
and biased, you’d better trust the press
rather than an Administration with
an axe to grind like the Nixon Adminis-
tration. The public can distinguish be-
tween a reporter consistently bad, wrong,
or sloppy, and one who is more consistent-
ly right, careful.

E: What are your feelings about the
Shield Law for journalists? Do you feel
that if there is such a law it should in-
clude any restrictions such as those re-
quiring disclosures of sources to Grand
Juries or Legislative committees when
serious crimes are being investigated?

D: You’ve touched on a subject I feel
strongly about. I am for an unrestricted,
all-encompassing Shield Law, a very sim-
ple one. I would make no exceptions
because I don’t think the First Amend-
ment makes any exceptions.

E: What about the Caldwell decision?
D: Until recently we didn’t question the
journalist’s right to protect his sources, his
right not to have government exercise
prior restraint on his publishing, his right
to keep locked in his safe his unpublished
notes and unshown files. It was only since
the Caldwell decision that some judges,
some prosecutors, some Grand Juries
across the country, have begun I think, to
trample on the first Amendment.

E: If there are restrictions, who gets hurt
by them?

D: The general public—by not having
the information.

E: Has your life ever been threatened as
a newsman?

D: T've had lots of people say to me in
the heat of anger that they’re going to
get me. When I say lots I think three or
four. One time I felt that my life—well,
not my life, at least my skin—was in some

danger was in Utah County, Alabama,
in June of 1968.

E: What was the story?

D: We were covering a rally for George
Wallace. This was in ’68 and the Gover-
nor still had the use of his legs and was
a very sturdy man. He always traveled
with five or six plainclothesmen, state
policemen, as his personal bodyguards
even then. And there were some other
state police around.

E: And the public too?

D: Yes, about 500 people under a shed
on a lake somewhere in Utah County. We
were the only national news people there.
We subsequently learned that there were
one or two reporters for local papers. I
had a camera crew and we were filming
the Wallace speech. At the end of it Wal-
lace said, “I’m going to shake hands with
everyone here.” He took off his coat and
extended his arm, and we started filming
people coming through the line. I spotted
in back of the line a person I recognized
—Robert Shelton.

E: The Grand Dragon of the KKK?

D: I'd never met him before or seen him
before but his picture had been published
often. So I said “Keep the camera run-
ning.” I don’t think that George Wallace
knew that Shelton was there. Wallace in
’68 was trying desperately to change his
image.

E: You mean from a segregationist?

D: Exactly. To a more moderate position
so that he could run in some of the north-
ern states in the Democratic primaries
there. Shelton stepped into the pool of
light and Wallace shook his hand—an
automatic reflex.

E: Then?

D: Well, he realized that he was being
filmed by a national network shaking
hands with the Grand Dragon of the
KKK. . .His immediate reaction was to
send his “goons” over and demand the
film. I said that we wouldn’t give him
the film. The cameraman still had his
portable camera on his shoulder.

E: What did Wallace say?

D: He came over and said, “What are
you trying to do to me?”’ And I said,
“Governor, we’re not trying to do any-
thing to you, but I’'m not going to give
you this film. This is our film and we:
have a perfect right to film here. We're
here, as a matter of fact, at your invita-
tion.” But he was in no mood to reason
and said “Take the film.” And one of his
goons grabbed the camera off of Charlie
Jones’ shoulder. Then the crowd begin
gathering around.

E: Did you resist?

D: Well, call me “coward.” I decided
that discretion was the best part of valor.
We put up no further resistance. We then
withdrew a little and the crowd began
muttering. We hadn’t pleased Wallace
and some of the folks came over and
wanted to talk to us. . .behind the shed.
I’'m convinced that the only reason we
didn’t have a serious situation there was
because there were five Secret Service
agents there.

E: Sam, thank you very much for your
time. This was a very interesting and il-
luminating session. []



Air, Water, Noise, Waste:

UT EL PASO AND THE EEP

by Howard G. Applegate

® An education major is counting tree-
rings on a juniper stump from Hueco
Tanks.

® A gradute student from metallurgy is
determining kinetic rates as sewage flows
through impregnated sand.

® A sanitary engineering student is using
a gas-liquid chromatograph hoping to cor-
relate the amount of grease with bacterial
counts in soil samples. The bacterial
counts are being determined by a group
of microbiologists working on the next
bench.

® A psychology student is determining
which arm of a T will be taken by a fish
treated with a pesticide.

® Some civil engineering students are
using atomic adsorption spectroscopy and
classical wet chemistry methods to obtain
data for the design of spray irrigation
systems.

Prof. Howard G. Applegate, Environ-
mental Engineering, and Robert Gray,
junior civil engineering major, study

® Another student, working nights and
weekends, mixes complex chemicals which
hopefully will reduce noise in some in-
dustrial operations.

These scientific goings-on might make a
handsome Dali-esque mural for the foyer
of the new Engineering-Science Complex
but there is nothing surrealistic about such
projects and problems. They form a part
of an on-going inter-disciplinary program
at The University of Texas at El Paso,
dedicated to solving some of the environ-
mental woes of the Southwest.

With the leadership of Ray W. Guard,
UT El Paso’s Dean of Engineering, a
group of engineers and scientists at the
University have assembled to insure that
as people and industry come to the Pass
of the North, those qualities which make
the area a desirable place to live and work
are not degraded or destroyed. Senior po-

the uptake of oxygen by bacteria in
soil using a Gilson Resperometer.

fessors of the group are Howard G. Apple-
gate (Civil Engineering) and Joseph S.
Lambert (Electrical Engineering); and
the program is given impetus by such
other professionals as Sachindranarayan
Bhaduri and Lionel W. Craver (Mechani-
cal Engineering), Larry P. Jones (Bi-
ology), Frank E. Rizzo (Metallurgical En-
gineering) , and Anthony J. Tarquin (Civil
Engineering. )
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