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Interview with Mr.  Car l

30 ,  1975 .  In te rv iew ing ,

CARL HERTZOG

Hertzog. Universi ty of

Oscar Mart{nez.

Texas at  El  Paso. May

M:  F i rs t  o f  a l l ,  Mr .  Her tzog,  I 'd  l i ke  to  ge t  some background in fo rmat ion .

Tel l  me where you were born,  where you're f rom, and how long you've l tved

in  E l  Paso .

H: Wel l ,  I  was born in France; Lyor6 France. My parents were American

c i t i zens ,  so  I 'm an  Amer ican c i t i zen .  Every  t ime I  used to  go  to  pay

my po l I  Tax ,  they  wanted  to  check  "Natura l i zed  C i t i zen . "  But  I  sa id ,

"No. I f  your parents are American ci t izens, t ravel ingi  
- - -

you ' re  an  Amer ican  c i t i zen . "

Buto  a l though my mother  used to  speak  French a t  the  d inner  tab le ,  I rm not

a Frenchman, because I  was about one month old when I  lef t  France. I

l i ved  in  P i t tsburgh,  Pennsy lvan ia ,  and went  a l l  the  way th rough schoo l

there.  I  went one year to Carne$ie Teih,  but  I  had to earn my l iv ing

and work nights,  carry a fu l l  load with what they cal led a twenty hour

mathematics course. I t  was one hour every day, but i t  took you three hours

every night to keep up with i t .  I t  got  too tough, and I  qu' i t  towards

the end of  the semester,  second semester,  because I  had a good job in

Whee l ing ,  West  V i rg in ia  as  a  typographer .  I  was  on ly  20  years  o ld  then.

I  was good fr iends with my boss, and we'd go on Sundays, take the inter-

urban car down the 0hio River,  go through the hi l ls ,  in the summert ime

f lowers and trees, rea: l  n ice.  But one day, accidental lyo I  opened the
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drawer  in  the  ups ta i rs  o f f i ce ,  and a  le t te r  there- - - i t  d idn ' t  make lq i

boss a crook, but i t  made him a " four- f lusher."  He was putt ing on

a big act ,  and i t  hurt  me so bad, I  wanted to get the hel l  out  of  there.

I  p icked up the Inland t I -na." . ,  which is the t rade iournal  b ibte of

the  pr in t ing  indus t ry ,  and in  the  c lass i f ied  the tdwas a  l i t t le  ad  tha t

sai d "l,, lanted. Layout Man. Mc Math Pri nti ng Company. E] Paso, Texas . "

I answered the ad and got the dob.

What year was thi5?

1923. It was the first t ime I was west of 0hio. I went by way of

Chicago, to the Rock Is land Golden State Limited to El  Paso. Juneo 1923.

Boy,  i t  was  ho t  as  he l l !

That 's the hottest  t ime of  the yeat '  here.

I  stayed in the hotel  near the Union Stat ion for  a whi le,  and then I

moved to the YMCA. That was before air  condi t ioning, and on the top

f loor of  the old YMCA, boy, you could hardly s leep at  th ight '  i t  was so

hot .  I ' d  wa lk .  I  d idn ' t  know anybody,  except  ny  job  I  had l ined  up '

0n a Sunday I 'd walk from the YMCA downtown, through this area here'

to the Smelter,  just  for  sgmething to do, and explore.  I  d id f ind a

l ieu tenant  ou t  a t  F t .  B l i ss  who went  to  the  same h igh  schoo l  I  d id  in

P i t tsburgh.  I t  he lped a  l i t t le  b i t .  We p layed tenn is .  But  on  my i rob '

I  was  so  in te res ted  in  the  iob  and mak ing  good a t  i t ,  tha t  I  d idn ' t

pay any attention to El Paso history or any of that. Except I did try

to  learn  Span ish .

Why was that?

Because.. .sr imething new on the border '  you see.

But that  wasn' t  connected with the iob?
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Ht  I  d idnr t  have to ' learn  i t ,  bu t  the  pr in te rs  were  Mex icans  and spoke

Span ish .  The o ther  day  when I  ta lked  to  you,  I  d idn ' t  th ink  about  th is ,

but i t  might have some bear ing. Mc Math was a very pnogressive pr inter

for being on the border and thiS far away; and he had an idea that i f

he had somebody who could wr i te copy, i t  would he. lp sel l  pr int ing.  So

he employed Norman Walker,  who had been the Associated press correspondent

dur ing  the  Mex ican Revo lu t ion ,  dur ing  the  t ime o f  pancho v i l la .  He

knew V i ' l1a  persona ' |1y .  He d idn ' t  know much about  p r r in t ing  and layout ,

bu t  he  cou ld  wr i te .  Mc Math  pu t  me in ;  Walker  was rqy  boss .  He d idn ' t

t rea t  me yery  good;  tha t  i s ,  he 'd  g ive  me bum s teers  to  se l l .  And he ,d

give me prospects in South El  Paso that didn' t  buy f jve dol lars worth

o f  p r in t ing  in  two years .  But  I  d idn ' t  know the  d i f fe rence;  I  go t  d is -

couraged. But here came one day a snappy gent leman named Gonzalo de la

Parra. He was secretary to president 0bregdn, who l,rlailker knew. He

wanted to have a book pr inted. So Walker didn' t  know anyth. ing about

layout and making a book, so he turned him over to me. That,s whan I

got interested and tr ied to learn some Spanish. That book was propaganda

aga ins t  the  sp i r i t  o f  revo lu t iono an t i -V i l la .  So they  wanted  i t  p r in ted

secre t ly  in  the  Un i ted  s ta tes ,  and spr ing  i t  on  the  pub l ic  in  Mdx ico

later.  Since 0breg6n knew Walker,  he sent him to lda]ker.  And Walker turned

him over to me.

The t i t le of  t t re book was La leprg ngcional .  The f i rst  chapter was

"E l  ta r tu fo  de  choco la te , r '  the  choco la te  so ld ie r .  Th is  Gonza lo  de  la

Par ra- - I  d idn ' t  know enough span ish- - I  d idn ' t  know any  a t  tha t  t ime- -so

I  made a  mis take  and ch l led  h im Gonza lo  de  la  Per ra !  So I  learned.  He
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was a snappy guy, real  peppy and wel l -dressed. He didn' t  know any Eng' l ish

and I  d idn ' t  know any  Span ish ,  bu t  we go t  a long f ine .  Now,  I  cou ld  under -

stand h' im--that 's f i f ty  years ago--better than I  cou' ld understand the

nat ives here,  because he enunciated every syl1ab]e.  For example,  the book

had a hundred and forty pages. I 'd ask the pressman how many pages,

and he 'd  say , " "C ien to  y  cuarenta  p /ag inas . "  And I  wou ldn ' t  ge t  i t .  Bu t

Gonza lo  wou ld  say ,  "C i -en- to  y  cua- ren- ta  pJ-g i -nas . "  That  g ives  me t ime

to  ca tch  up .  He 'd  come in  a t  n ine  o 'c lock  in  the  morn ing  or  ten ,  " jT iene

]as pruebas?" "No, sef i 'or ."  "Bueno, maf,ana."  Hetd take out in a taxi  and

come back tomorrow to read the proofs.  So that was my introduct ion to El '

Paso .

The book was pr inted, though?

Yes.

And d is t r ibu ted  in  M6x ico?

Yes.

When was the first time you went to JuSrez?

Wel]  ,  i t  would be about the same t ime.

You remember your in i t ia l  impressions?

t,Jell, I remember... l, ' Ihen I moved to the YMCA, which wasn't a very fancy

place in thsse days to 1ive,  there was another man l iv ing there who worked

for some department store. I guess maybe the first Sunday that I was

here ,  we went  to  the  bu l l f igh t .  0 f  course ,  I  d idn ' t  know any th ing  about

it at the time. I knew there wou:l:d be some noisy "gringos" to cheer the

bu l l  and a l l  tha t  s tu f f ,  bu t  tha t rs  the  bes t  bu l l f f$h t  tha t  I  ever  saw.

I  never satnl  one since. By best,  I  mean the f iesta idea that they had--

what do you cal l  them, the Queen of  the Bul l f ight? The automobi le would
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come in to  the  bu l l r ing  w i th  the  queen s i t t ing  up  h igh  w i th  her  mant i l la

and mantones, al1 dressed up. Lots more " foofaraw" than I  ever saw since.

I t  was qui te a show. And of  course, She'd give the s ign and they'd have

the trumpets wi th La Macarena. 0f  course, later on I  got  real  involved with

bul l f ight ing,  but that  was twenty or th i r ty years later.  what I  was

tel ' l ing you the other day, prohibi t ion was in the uni ted states.

Were you anxious to get down there r ight  away with Prohibi t ion on here?

You were a young man. I 'm sure you wanted to have a good t ime, at  t imes.

Were you anxious to get to Judrez for that?

No'  not especial ly.  lde had some Mexican workmen in the pr int ing shop who,

' l ived in Jufrez.  I  guess al l  of  them were boot leggers on a smal l  scale.

I  used to have one of  them br ing me a quart  of  wine. 0f  course, there

was lb ts  o f  smugg l ing  o f  l iquor  on  account  o f  Proh ib i t ion .  One th , ing  tha t

seems signi f icant to me and your study is [ that ]  in El  Paso at  that  t ime

there were no night c lubs or cabarOts,  but  one. I t  was in the basement

o f  the  Mi l l s  Bu i ld ing .  I t  was  ca l led  the  Modern  Cafd ,  and i t  was  run  by

the Roberts brothers. They had good food and an orchestra, and every-

one went there on Saturday night to dance. But that  was the only place in

E l  Paso  l i ke  tha t .

But  no  1  iquor .

No. But you might carry a bot i le,  f rom Juf,rez.  (Laughter)  At  that  t ime,

there was nothing on the r iver l ike i t  is  today in the way of  bars and

dance places, and so on. I t  was al l  on the 16th of  September Street.  The

best known place was the Centro Cafd, which was operated by Severo Gonz6.lez.

was wel l  known. He knew everybody, l ike Jack Dempsey, who,d come there.

had the wal ls covered with autographed photooraphs. I t  was a big p]ace

M:

H:

I t

He
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and i t  had a balcony al l  the way around and a dance f ' loor in the middle,

and tables al l  around the balcony and downstairs.  You'd dr ive over the

Stanton Street Br idge and dr ive in the back to the big parking 1ot.  h lay

down thereo nobody walked across the br idge in those days, except work-

men. Then, in the next corner was The Mint ,  which was operated by Harry

Mi tche l l .  I t  was  no t  a  cabare t ,  no  danc ing .  But  i t  was  a  h igh-c lass

p1ace.  Hamy Mi tche l l  la te r  bought  the  o ld  b rewery  bu i ld ing  in  E l  Paso

and operated the Harry Mitchel l  Brewery.  He had qui te a th ing going--

Mi tche l l  Beer .  A t  tha t  t ime,  he  l i ved  in  the  penthouse o f  the  H i l ton

Hote l .  Across  the  s t ree t  f rom Mi tche l l ' s  was  The B ig  K id 's  Pa lace .  I

noticed just the other day in the "Twenty Years Ago" or the "Forty Years

Ago" i t  ment ioned his real  name. I 've forgotten i t  r ight  now. He ran

The B ig  K id ' s  Pa lace .

Was he an American?

Yeah. 0f  course, al ' l  the Americans who had businesses l ike that  over there

had a  Mex ican par tner  to  he lp  w i th  the  po l i t i cs  and so  on .

l , . las there a law about ownership of  the establ ishments?

Yeah, I  th ink so.  I  don' t  remember what the law was. But Harry Mitchel l

had a  Mex ican c i t i zen  who was h is  par tner  and the  "B ig  K id"  d id  too ,  A t

one t ime the  T ivo l i ,  no t  the  present  T ivo l i  bu t  the  or ig ina l  T ivo l i ,  was

a gambl ing house. I t  was on the l6th of  September Street,  cat ty-corner

to the Centro Caf6, where the streetcar turned. It was a lower level,

and I  can remember t rees that would go down the sidewalk.  0f  course, i t

was wide open. Roulet te and chuckaluck and everything. But there was a lot

o f  "po l i t i ck ing"  go ing  on  in  those days .  The br idge c losed a t  d i f fe ren t

hOurs.  They'd have the br idge closing at  midnight;  and then when they
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opened up the gambl ing,  the U. S. wou' ld change the br idge closing to nine

o 'c lock-  There  was a  sor t  o f  ba t t le  there  o f  po f i t i cs  and laws.

How did the Mexicans feel  about that ,  in Ju{rez?

Wel l ,  I  don ' t  know.  0 f  course ,  the  gamblers  wanted  to  run .  Immigra t ion

or  C[s toms wou]d  c lose  the  br idge a t  n ine  o 'c lock  and tha t 'd  make a

l i t t le  fuss ,  d isconten t ,  whatever  you want  to  ca l l  i t .  Then in  Proh ib i t ion ,

one of  the famous whiskeys in the Uni ted States was Waterf i l l  and Frazier,

Kentucky .  0 f  course ,  Proh ib i t ion  ru ined the i r  bus iness .  They  moved a l l

their  equjpment,  formulas and everything, to Judrez.  I t  was operated in

Waterf i l l 's  d ist i l lery.  I t  was owned and operated by Tony Bermddez and

R' icky Flores.  There were very nice guys.

Did they buy i t  f rom the people over here?

Yeah.

0r  d id  they  es tab l i sh  a  par tnersh ip?

l , l le l l ,  fo r  a  wh i le  maybe Water f i l l  and  Fraz ie r ' s  he i rs  migh t  have had an

interest  in the operat ion.  But essent ia l ly  i t  belonged to Bermfidez and

Flores. As you know, Tony Bermrldez in those days was a handsome Jack

wi th  a  b lack  moustache,  and snappy c lo thes ,and a  lad ies 'nan.  As  you know,

he later became the head of  Pemex, which was qui te a big job for  a boy

from Judrez,  f rom El Paso. And he made good. It was many years that I

coming up. Some years back, not too long ago,

their  annual  meet ing at  the Country C' lub and

speaker.  ldhen he came in,  I  was horr i f ied!

M:

u .
l l .

M:

H:

d idn ' t  see  h im wh i le  he  was

the Chamber of Commerce had

had h im as  [ the i r ]  p r inc ipa l

From th is  b lack-ha i red ,  b lack-moustached fyoung man] ,  he  had wh i te  ha i r  and

had aged! But he made good talk and was

a long t ime be fore  tha t .  Mrs .  F lo res  is

a

a

smoothie.  Enr ique Flores died

rea l  n ice  lady ,  l i ves  here  and
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belongs to the Histor ical  Society.

Would you consider those days in Jujrez as wi ld days, wi th the gambl ing

and the  dr ink ing  and the  pros t i tu t ion ,  and a l l  tha t?

No, I  wouldn' t  say i t  was any worse than i t  is  now. 0f  course, when I  used

to l ive on the top of  North Stanton Street before they bui l t  the Fairmonts,

I  had an  apar tment  on  the  second f loor .  I  cou ld  see the  bu l l r ing  in

Jutrez.  One t i r ie i t  burned. I  could see from my room.the bul l r ing was

on f i re.  A bunch of  us got together and dashed over there.  wi th the

exci tement of  the bul l r ing burning down, we forgot about the br idge c ' losing

at  twe lve  o 'c lock .  [we]  came to  the  br idge and i t  was  c losed.  so  the

whole bunch of  u$,  we had to spend the night in Ju6rez.  There weren' t  any

hote ls  ava i lab le ,  so  we [went ]  up  the  "Ca l le  D iab lo ' ,  wh ich  went  up- - i t

started I  th ink--up where the Cathedral  is ,  and angled of f .  I t  was pret ty

dangerous; that  was a pret ty dangerous street.

What k ind of  p ' lace was i t?

The "ca l le  D iab lo?"  we l l ,  jus t  jo in ts  a l l  the  way up  to  the  ou tsk i r ts .

0f  course, La Fiesta was in that  neighborhood now, but i t  was pret ty

rugged then. I  remember a man at  that  t ime cal led Clay Shel ton fwho si id] ,

"we l l ,  w€ 'd  be t te r  make  f r iends  go ing  up  the  ' ca l le  D iab lo . , ' ,

He went  in to  a  bar  and ca l led  fo r  d r inks  on  h im.  I t  was  one o 'c lock  or  two

o'c lock in the morning, [and there were] only two or three people in there.

When he announced his buying dr inks,  boy, they fe] l  in the windows and doors

f rom a l l  d i rec t ions !  Th i r ty  o r  fo r ty  peop le !  we l l ,  I  don ' t  know about

being wi ld.  I  never had any trouble over there.  I  know people that  d id;

maybe they had it coming to them.

What k ind of  t rouble did some of these people have?

M:

H:



HERTZOG

H: I  mean l i ke  a rgu ing  w i th  the  po l i ce ,  ge t  th rown in  ja i l ,  someth ing  l i ke

that.  fPause] I  had a thought that  might be pert inent.  When I  was st i l l

a baby and came from France, my father had a job as Assistant Head

Master  o f  Catsk i l l  He igh ts  Mi ' l i ta ry  Schoo l ,  wh ich  was a  very  r i t zy  ou t f i t .

I t  st i l l  exists.  He got T- B. there" and moved to Albuquerque because of

h is  hea l th .  He go t  worse .  Wel l ,  I  go t  a  pamphle t  wh ich  is  a  ca ta log  fo r

summer school  for  the Universi ty of  New Me*ico in 1904. I t  has Car l

Hertzog, Professor of  Music.  That 's my father.  He got so s ick,  he knew he

was going to dien and wanted to go back to 0hio;  a l ' l  for  compl icated

reasons. I  th ink i t  was because my mother didn' t  have any money and got a

pass ,  wh ich  was somebody e ' l se 's  pass .  I t  was  i l1ega1.  So in  o rder  to

use the transportation, we had to go home from Albuquerque by way of E1 Paso.

My mother told me that they had to spend the night in El Paso. They got a

hotel  room in Judrez,  because i t  was too dangerous in El  Paso.

What was the year?

I  904.

I t  was safer in JuJrez?

Yeah.  That  migh t  have been an  Easterner 's  idea ,  bu t  i t  cou ld 've  been t rue .

1904 wasn' t  too ldng af ter  the John Wesley Hardin stuf f .

How did they do in JuJrez? Everything go okay?

Wel l ,  the  de ta i l s  tha t  my mother  had when they  go t  home d idn ' t  have any th ing

to do with your subject .

But that 's interest ing that they would stay in Juirez instead of  El  Paso.

You might use that in your story!  (Laughter)

That ' s  very  in te res t ing .  That ' s  revea ' l ing .

Well, I can't remember when we stopped gOing to Ju{rez. You know,

M:

H:

M:

H :

M:

H :

M:

H :

M:

H :
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a bunch of  young couples would go to ;u#ez every Saturday night.

Besides the Central  and those places, there was a beer garden; Cruz

Blanca, I  th ink.  They'd have dancing out i there in the summert ime,

outdoors.

hlhen Prohibi t ion ended, and the Depression came, of  course things changed

qu i te  a  b i t .

Yes .

They closed down a lot  of  p laces. Do you recal l  what happened and the impact

o f  tha t?

Wel l ,  as  I  remember ,  I  don ' t  th ink  the  abo l ishment  o f  Proh ib i t ion  hur t

Juirez too much.

You  don ' t  th ink  so?

Maybe over  a  long per iod  as  i t  bu i l t  up  on  th is  s ide .  I t ' s  hard  fo r  me

to believe how many p'laces there are in El Paso now where you can go

dance, cabaret  sty1e. Wel l ,  there was another place down there on the

16th of  September cal led The Lobby Caf5.  That was Hugo, who has the l iquor

store nout on Stanton Street. When they started opening up right across

the Santa Fe Br idge, he had what they cal ' led The Lobby #2. I t  was r ight

on the f i rst  cross street af ter  you'd enter. . .you know where the Centro

Catd ist  The next corner was Lobby #2, Hugo's.  He was very popular over

there for  many years.  Wel l ,  Severo Gonz{ lez got into some kind of  pol i t ical

t rouble,  I  guess, and he had to leave Ju{,rez.  He had a place out on Alameda

for a whi le.  Then he establ ished the Centro,  wh' ich was near the br idge.

He was a1oyal  customer oi  'McMath, the pr inter that  I  came to work for .

A l l  h is  p r in t ing  was done there  fo r  many years ,  adver t i s ing  and so  fo r th .

There was a per iod,  too,  when the Mexican government c losed al l  those places
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for reform reasons--the C#denas government. Did you remember about

that?

No. You mean they were trying to clean

Clean i t  up,  yeah. One of  those reform

l l |e l l ,  d id you ever ta lk to Dr.  Braddy?

No.

I t  up?

campa i  gns.

You ought to interview him. You know him?

I  d6n ' t  know h im.

IWHAT FoLLOWS CANN0T BE USED IN ANY F0RM.]

ln le11o he's an Engl ish professor and probably the rpst  product ive wr i ter

on  the  campus.  He 's  wr i t ten  severa l  books  and lo ts  o f  scho la r ly  a r t i c les .

He 's  scho la r ly  and a  good ta lker ,  and he  a lways  looks  l i ke  he  came out  6 f

a band box. He wears snappy clotheso looks neat.  He's very po' l i te and

so f t  spoken .  I  shou ldn ' t  te l l  t h i s  o f  h im,  th i s  iSn ' t  fo r  pub l i ca t ion .  I

was shocked when I found out that he was one of these guys that, when he

starts dr inking, he gets bel l icose. He wants to f ight  everybody! (Laughter)

When I  get  t ight  I  want to go to s leep! (Laughter)  But he wants to f ight !  Soo

he 's  been in  the  Ju i rez  ja i l  severa i  t imes,  and i f  you 'd  see h im and meet

h im,  Vou 'd  never  d ream i t ,  bu t  he  does !  We wro te  a  booko i t  wou ldn ' t

be  a  fu l l - leng th  book ,  i t  Cou ld  be  a  s tudy  l i ke  our  Southwest  S tud ies .  [He]

of fered i t  to us,  and I  was f labbergasted at  what he had in th is book about

Jufrez.  He painted a very raw picture;  l ike nine-year-old gir ' ls  f rom the

inter ior  who walked down the street and would be picked up and given a shot

o f  hero in ,  and the  f i rs t  th ing ,  they ' re  pnos t i tu tes .  A l l  the  ch icanery  and

d i r ty  s tu f f ,  he  had i t  in  there ,  and inc luded an  op ium den and a l l  the  fac ts

about that .  I t  made me mad! I  th ink the E] Paso Chamber of  Commerce is just
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a pimp for Ju{rez! To increase the traffic; you know about JuJrez and the

tour ist  at t ract ions.  This picture of  the underworld and the dir ty part

o f  i t  was ,  a i  long  as  I 'd  been heren i t  was  sor t  o f  a  reve la t ion  fo r

me and i t  made me mad! I  wanted to pub' l ish i t .  Dr.  Smi ley was the

President [of  UTEP] thenl  the f i rst  t i rne he was president,  not  the second

t ime.

When was that?

I  can' t  renember.  You could check up on i t .

Wel l ,  I  mean just  approximately for  now.

Let ' s  see .  was  gone.  I  guess  Smi ley  came in  1955,  someth ing

l i ke  tha t .  Then he ' le f t  here ,  and then came back  aga in  as  pres ident .

So I  took  th is  to  Dr .  Smi ley  to  ge t  permiss ion  to  pub l i sh  i t .  He sa id ,

"No!  That ' s  dynami te !  I t  wou ld  cause an  in te rna t iona l  c r i s is ! "

To blackbal l  Ju{rez l ike that .  He ment ioned that he didn' t  see how Braddy

cou ld  wr i te  such a  graph ic  account  o f  the  op ium den as  he  had i f  he  hadn ' t

been therel (Laughter) l, ' |hy don't you interview Braddy?

I  d idn ' t  know about  tha t .

End 0f  Interview
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