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THE FIDFRORS
FAR

With the issue you hold in your hand, NOVA begins its
eighth year of quarterly publication and we have a favor to ask,
one of those “keep the cards and letters coming in, folks” kind
of favors that few people pay heed to.

NOVA demands constant re-evaluation; we need to ask our-
selves (we, meaning the editorial side as well as the readership
side) a few basic questions: “Is NOVA still new?” “What is it
saying about UT El Paso?” and “Is it worth it?”” The last ques-
tion is mainly for us, the others for you. All three require some
explanation, but before that, let’s agree on one thing—our mail
on NOVA means something to us besides keeping track of your
changes of address. Sometimes we can act on a suggestion almost
immediately. For instance, a few months ago we got a NOVA
returned to us, upon which was scrawled this note: “My NOVA
was addressed to ‘Mrs. John Doe’ and it shows what an insolent
male chauvinist pig you are. For your information, buddy, my
name is Jane Doe and it is none of your damned business whether
I am married or not. Get with it and address me as ‘Ms. Jane
Doe’ or take me off your mailing list.”

Now we acted on that one right away. We took her off our
mailing list.

More importantly—and seriously—we received a letter from
an out-of-state alumnus a few months back which said, “Why
don’t you have more news of alumni? You have a lot of stuff in
NOVA that has nothing to do with the college.” That note gave
us—and gives us yet—considerable pause, not to mention a near
case of the heartbreak of psoriasis. NOVA does have, from time
to time, a lot of stuff — poems, one-pagers, interviews — that
seemingly have little or nothing to do with the University; and
sometimes we do give short shrift to the ever-popular “Alum-
Notes.” This kind of letter, the kind we want to get more of,
brings us to those questions we ask ourselves.

Is NOVA still new? Since 1965, when the first issue of this
magazine appeared, the idea behind its launching was to publish
something new, a departure from the ordinary “alumni maga-
zine” which, among those who know about such things, is con-
sidered the Gobi Desert of magazine communication, character-
ized by rigid, weak-sister, banal writing, bargain-basement pleas,
boringly recorded strings of alumni haps, an ennui-producing
sea-of-print format, and the Polaroid or Instamatic school of
photography. The first editor of NOVA, Doug Early, was deter-
mined to avoid these miserable examples, determined that if the
University were to produce and support a quarterly “University
Magazine,” it had to be something new. Even the name Doug
produced and defended, NOVA, means new. He could have
called the magazine “The Nugget,” “The Wet Stope,” “Mine
Tailings,” or “The Orange and White” and would have found
supporters for any of them, but he named it NOVA, meaning
new. The size of the magazine was also new: 9 x 12 instead of
the ordinary 8-, x 11, the size of your letter paper and % of
the magazines publlshed in the country. Moreover, in his first
issues, Doug Early insisted on, and got, contrlbutlons, photo-
graphs (by Lee Cain), and graphic art (by Bassel Wolfe) that
were professional and fresh.

That is what we mean by “Is NOVA still new?” We think
it still is new but we are not sure. In its seven years it has covered
a lot of ground, some of definitely not your ordinary University
magazine territory, some of it that is. The only thing we haven’t
used is fiction and we have no strictures against that—we just
have never received any good fiction contributions. We have had
articles on football, basketball and golf; pages of poems; pieces
on the Canary Islands, Ethiopia, Australia, Micronesia, England,
and Chichen Itza; surveys of what students are reading out of
class and in; interviews with political scientists, University pres-
idents (and the Chancellor), and others; features on our Out-
standing Exes, the Seismic Lab, the campus architecture, the
National Student Congress, the Speech and Hearing Center, the
nursing program, the stuff in the basement of the Centennial
Museum, Bob Hope in the Sun Bowl, gunfighters, volcanos,
books, the Battle for Tarawa, El Burro, the Prospector, the
Flowsheet; and even a handbook for ecofreaks.

The assortment of subject matter, including the occasional
piece that has nothing to do with the college, leads us to think
we are still fresh-minded and to worry that we are over-doing
it. We do not really know. We’d like you to tell us.

As to what the magazine is saying about UT El Paso, we
hope it is saying “UT El Paso sure is an interesting place.” We
have no other message. Are we saying it? You tell us.

Now there is the matter of “is it worth it?”—a very crucial
issue, seen from this side of the mailing list. NOVA’s circulation
in 1965 began at about 7,500; today it is well over 16,000 and
growing somewhat alarmingly. The unit cost, including postage
and all other expenses excepting man-hours, is about 25¢ and
you can figure the rest out for yourselves. You can help us deter-
mine if it zs worth it by writing down your views about the maga-
zine and sending them to us. We want to know what you think
of NOVA, what you think would improve it, what you do not
like about it (all persons craving to be addressed as “Ms. Jane
Doe” please write directly to Wynn Anderson who maintains the
mailing list), and what you do. Your responses will help us deter-
mine the future course of NOVA and we would like to print the
best letters on a continual basis in this column.

Please write in. Just address your card or letter to the Editor,
NOVA, The University of Texas at El Paso; El Paso, Texas,
zip 79968.

°
L

Last issue, in Elroy Bode’s “Border Sketches,” the word
“pariah” came out “parish” and ruined the meaning of one of
Elroy’s always carefully-sculptured pieces. Elroy didn’t even men-
tion it, but some other people did and we are still cringing.
Apologies to Elroy Bode and welcome to the NOVA staff of two
expert proofreaders, upon whom we shall be depending to ferret
out these things: Profs. Rzy Past and John Middxgh. []




“During the past summer I

reached the decision,
after more than 20 years of various ad-
ministrative assignments, to resign from
my current post,” Dr. Joseph R. Smiley
told a press conference November 1. “The
Chancellor has asked me to remain in
office until my successor is chosen and
available and I have readily concurred
with this request.”

President Smiley continued, ‘“Although
the term ‘presidential fatigue’ has been
frequently used in recent years by my
counterparts at other universities in sim-
ilar circumstances, in my case it is rather
a determination to return after a long
period to the mainstream of academic life.

“I cannot exaggerate the gratitude I
feel for the support I have received from
many quarters during my presidency here
and I am confident that this support is
basically for the University itself and that
it will continue.”

President Smiley, 62, is finishing his sec-
ond term as president of UT El Paso. He
served previously, 1958-60, as president of
the then Texas Western College, leaving
to become vice president and provost, and
later president, of UT Austin; then pres-
ident of the University of Colorado, 1963-
69. He returned in June, 1969, as UT El
Paso’s chief administrative officer.

The President’s announcement on No-
vember 1, while a well-kept secret, was
long in the planning. The Chancellor of
The University of Texas System, Dr.
Charles LeMaistre, flew to El Paso to be
present during Dr. Smiley’s announcement
before members of the UT El Paso Devel-
opment Board, and later before a press
conference in the Administration Building.
The Chancellor’s statement follows:

“Some time ago, President Smiley be-
gan to prepare me for this day. In a con-
versation in which I praised his successful
administrative program, he mentioned in
passing that he longed to make further
contributions to the academic world from
his role as a teacher-scholar prior to his
mandatory retirement. Subsequent conver-
sations reenforced his position and the
strength of his conviction. It is with great
reluctance that I concur in his wish for
the task is now to find a successor who
will not pale by comparison with Joe Smi-

ley’s knowledge, attitude and understand-
ing. Joe has been a ‘man for all seasons’
in academic administration, having served
in higher education’s most difficult time.

“He became President of Texas West-
ern College in 1958, the year after Russia
led the U.S. in the early innings of the
race for space, and as President of The
University of Texas at Austin as it began
its rise to world-wide visibility in academic
excellence and as President of the Uni-
versity of Colorado during troubled times
for us all. In particular he served higher
education well when there was a well-
organized attempt to disrupt and, indeed,
destroy accepted concepts and administra-
tive authority in higher education—and in
doing so destroy the American university.
Except for men like Joe Smiley, they might
have succeeded.

“Dr. Smiley’s calm, unruffled, thorough
approach to problems made him unique
in university administration during the
good years as well as during the tough
years. Certainly, one of the qualities that
has made him a pleasure to work with
is his sense of humor.

“When we began the search for a pres-
ident for UT El Paso more than four years
ago, his name was one of the first men-
tioned. Indeed, he turned out to be every-
one’s choice to return to his adopted home
city as.head of The University of Texas
at El Paso. During his all too brief second
term—and Joe, I am tempted to say ‘four
more years’ — his accomplishments have
been many.

“His leadership has seen the reinstitu-
tion of an excellent nursing program at
UT El Paso with the purchase of Hotel
Dieu and:

“—The establishment of the first en-
dowed professorship (The Nelson Profes-
sorship of Geology).

“—A significant increase in private gifts
to UT El Paso and a marked increase in
alumni and corporate gifts.

“—The doubling of the number of vol-
umes in the UT El Paso Library.

“—And a construction program which
makes the UT El Paso campus one of the
most beautiful, not only in Texas, but in
the country.

“For example, between 1969 and 1972,
the University has added: a high-rise

PRESIDENT

SMILEY
STEPS
DOWN

PRESS CONFERENCE: President Smiley (background, right),
and Chancellor LeMaistre talk to El Paso newsmen on No-
vember 1 following the President’s announcement of his
retirement from administrative duties.

Education Building ($3 million) ; Resi-
dence Halls and Dining Room ($4.7 mil-
lion) ; Fine Arts Center ($6.6 million) ;
and the most expensive and imaginative
project in UT El Paso history with the
planning of the Engineering-Science Com-
plex which will cost approximately $14
millions.

“In addition, virtually every building
on the campus has been remodeled or
renovated under his guiding hand.

“Under President Smiley’s supervision,
a sound fiscal base has been re-established
at UT El Paso—a remarkable feat in it-
self.

“Now, Joe Smiley tells us that fifteen
years in the chief executive’s chair of three
major universities is enough for any man.
He modestly concurs in my belief that he
has done the very hard work that has
transformed UT El Paso into a very attrac-
tive operation for his successor.

“While Joe has made up his mind that
he wants the quieter life of a faculty mem-
ber, The University of Texas Board of
Regents and Administration have made up
their minds that Dr. Smiley remain avail-
able for consultation while he returns to
his work with students. I need his help
and I intend to seek it frequently. Not
the least of his help will emanate from
his good sense of humor in critical times.

“It is my pleasure, therefore, to an-
nounce Dr. Smiley will become the Bene-
dict Professor of French at The Univer-
sity of Texas at El Paso.

“We will soon begin the selection pro-
cess for a new president at UT EI Paso.
I know that each of you has a deep com-
mitment to this institution whether you
live and work in the city or whether you
live in the city and work on the campus.
I assure you the search for Dr. Smiley’s
successor will include consultation with
faculty and students and all interested
groups, and we look forward to continued
growth in programs and people at this
institution.”

Under the guidance of the Rules and
Regulations of the Board of Regents for
the Governance of The University of
Texas System, a Selection Committee will
be appointed to undertake the responsi-
bility of naming President Smiley’s suc-
cessor. [ ]



THE NELSON PROFESSORSHIP

he Lloyd A. Nelson Profes-

sorship in Geological Sci-

ences—the first endowed professorship to
be established at The University of Texas
at El Paso in its almost-six-decade history
—has been accepted by eminent environ-
mental engineer/geologist Dr. George A.
Kiersch, chairman of Cornell University’s

Department of Geological Sciences, 1965-
71.

“We are deeply pleased to have such a
distinguished scientist as the first appointee
to the Nelson Professorship,” said UT El
Paso President Joseph R. Smiley. “The
endowed professorship is a particularly
suitable tribute to the many years of dedi-
cated service to this institution by the late
Professor Nelson and we are grateful to
the many donors who have thus honored
him.”

Dr. Kiersch will assume his duties as
Lloyd A. Nelson Professor of Geology at
UT El Paso in January, at the beginning
of the Spring, 1973, semester.

Both as an educator and as a profes-
sional geologist, Dr. Kiersch’s background
is extensive and reaches over a 25-year
span. A professor of geology since 1960 at
Cornell, he also taught at the University

d

Dr. George A. Kiersch, left, UT El Paso’s Nelson Professor of Geology, is shown with Dr. William N. McAnulty, professor

of Arizona and at the Montana School of
Mines.

Dr. Kiersch has earned international
renown for his research and consultant
work during the past 20 years for more
than 50 companies, governmental agen-
cies and legal firms throughout the United
States and in some foreign countries. In
addition, his career record lists numerous
projects such as: Assistant Chief of Ex-
ploration for the Southern Pacific Cor-
poration, Supervising Geologist for the
International Boundary and Water Com-
mission in Alpine, Texas, and geologist
with the U.S. Corps of Engineers, Sacra-
mento District of California. In the latter
position, he was project geologist for Fol-
som Dam and Reservoir Project, and from
1948-49, geologist for the Underground
Explosion Test Program, test sites in Utah.

As an officer (lieutenant to captain)
from 1942-45 in the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers, he served as a field detachment
commander of surveyors; also one year in
the engineering section of an engineer
regimental headquarters both in the states
and in the South Pacific, and during the
last year as an administrative officer.

Dr. Kiersch is the author of five books,
editor or co-editor of a half-dozen others,

and chairman of the Department of Geological Sciences.

2

and has written some 35 technical papers
and more than 100 technical consulting
reports.

He is listed in Who’s Who, the Blue
Book (London), American Men of Sci-
ence, and Who’s Who in Engineering. Dr.
Kiersch is a registered geologist in Cali-
fornia and Arizona; a registered engineer-
ing geologist in California, and is a mem-
ber or Fellow of a number of professional
organizations.

Mrs. Kiersch is an artist-cartoonist;
parents of four children: Dana Elizabeth,
a graduate student at the University of
New Mexico; Mary, director of an art
gallery in Beverly Hills, California ; George
Kieth, a senior in economics at Ohio Wes-
leyan University; and Nancy, a senior at
Radford School for Girls in El Paso.

Mrs. Kiersch is an artist—cartoonist;
many of her works have been published in
various newspapers and magazines. She is
a native of Colorado. Dr. Kiersch is a
native of California. He holds an under-
graduate degree from the Colorado School
of Mines, a Ph.D. degree from Graduate
College, University of Arizona, and was
a Senior Postdoctoral Fellow (NSF) to
Technical University, Vienna, Austria,

1963-64. []

.



t was in 1964, shortly after

the death of Dr. Lloyd A.

“Speedy” Nelson, long-time professor of

geology on the El Paso campus, that the

request to establish an endowed memorial

professorship in his name was submitted

to The University of Texas System Board

of Regents by Dr. Joseph M. Ray, then-
president of Texas Western College.

The request was duly approved by‘the
Regents and so, in 1965, a group of 17
men — some of them former students,
others former colleagues, all of them ad-
mirers of Dr. Nelson during his lifetime—
formed a committee to set about the awe-
some task of raising $100,000 for the en-
dowed chair.

Headed by William H. Orme-]Johnson,
a 1935 College of Mines graduate who
had been both student and friend of Dr.
Nelson, the committee was composed of
the following men:

Fred W. Bailey (’20); W. Ben Boykin
(’33) ; Oscar H. Chavez (’40) of Mexico,
D.F.; J. Spencer Collins (’47) and Robert
M. Condon (’50) of Houston; Jerry W.
Faust (’33) of Hanover, N.M.; Joseph F.
Friedkin (‘32) and Berte R. Haigh (’25)
of Midland.

Also: Woodrow W. Leonard (’35) of
Denver, Colo.; Dr. William N. McAnulty,
professor of geology and department chair-
man at UT El Paso; Hugh D. McGaw
(’29) of Austin; John Payne Jr. (’31) of
New York City, N.Y.; Dr. Howard E.
Quinn, Professor Emeritus of Geology
(faculty member from 1924-65) ; Dr. Wil-
liam S. Strain, professor of geology (1937-
present) ; Eugene M. Thomas, professor
of engineering, former dean of Mines,
interim president and dean of students
during his years (1930-67) at the Univer-
sity; and R.A. Whitlock Jr. (°’40) of Rock-
ford, Il

During the next half-dozen years the
committee members not only gave gener-
ously of their own time and money—they
also encouraged other ex-students and in-
terested persons to contribute to the fund.

As a result, the permanently endowed
fund now stands at somewhat more than
$100,000 and has allowed the University
to select its Nelson Professor from a list
of candidates meeting such standards as
“exceptional mental caliber, recognized
achievement and personal integrity.” The
fund is administered separately from all
other funds and will be devoted solely to
the professorship, with income from the
endowment to be used by the Nelson Pro-
fessor in support of his research.

“The Nelson Professorship,” says Dr.
McAnulty, “brings an outstanding scholar
to the campus and enhances not only the
faculty of the Department of Geological
Sciences, but also the entire academic
community.

“This type of memorial to Dr. Nelson,”
he continues, “is most fitting because it
creates a lasting tribute to him in his own
field of interest at the University to which
he was devoted.” []

Dr. Lloyd A. Nelson

Lloyd A. Nelson was a part

of this institution almost

from the start—long before it was a col-

lege and even before he began his 44-year

teaching career on its campus. In 1916 he

was one of three students who comprised

the first graduation class at what was then
the Texas State School of Mines.

Although he spent the next several years
working for various mining companies in
Mexico, Arizona and New Mexico, by
1920 he had returned to his alma mater
as adjunct professor of engineering—and
this time he came to stay.

By 1934 the School had become a
College — The Texas College of Mines
and Metallurgy — and Prof. Nelson had
switched from engineering to geology as
his teaching field. Very seldom was he
absent for any length of time from the
campus and only then to complete work
on his Master’s and Ph.D. degrees at the
University of Colorado. In 1947, Dr. Nel-
son was appointed full professor of geol-
ogy, a post he held until his death in 1964.

Somewhere along the way, the nickname
“Speedy” was affectionately bestowed
upon him as a gesture to his legendary
habit of slow and deliberate action.

And also, along the way, Dr. Nelson
achieved wide recognition and distinction
for his geological research. Credited with
numerous contributions to the field of
earth sciences, he discovered six new spe-
cies of gastropoda and as a result, he is
permanently memorialized in textbooks
and other geologic tomes by fossils bearing
the name “nelsoni.” He was also a recog-
nized authority on the geology of the
Franklin Mountains and named several
new lithological members of the Magda-
lena Formation.

While his professional abilities and
achievements were impressive, of equal
importance was a certain quality in his
teaching, a nebulous but valuable quality
that has been termed “the little blue
flame” by Dr. C.L. Sonnichsen, Professor
Emeritus of English at UT El Paso, who
explains it like this: “The real business of
a teacher is to turn the student on, get
him interested in and excited about some-
thing, show him what he wants to do and
convince him that he can do it.

Lloyd Nelson, like “Doc” Sonnichsen,
was blessed with this ability to “turn on
his students” and Mr. Orme-Johnson, one
of Nelson’s former students, would be the
first to agree.

“I remember him first as a great
teacher,” says Orme-Johnson. “He had
the gift to inspire learning. He cared about
students and they cared about him. That
fine student-teacher relationship was up-
permost in our minds when we (the com-
mittee) debated a fitting tribute to his
memory.”

The tribute does indeed fit Dr. Lloyd
A. Nelson and since it is in the form of
a permanent endowment, insures that so
long as the University exists, the profes-
sorship — and the man whose name it
bears — will be a part, of it. []
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on the horizon . ..

UT EL PASO’S FIRST
DOCTORAL PROGRAM

n the not-too-distant future,

UT El Paso’s Department

of Geological Sciences may distinguish it-

self with yet another “first.” On the heels

of the establishment of the Nelson Profes-

sorship, the “possibility” of the Univer-

sity’s first doctoral program is rapidly ad-
vancing into the realm of “probability.”

“A proposal for a doctoral degree in
geology was submitted in 1970 to the
Chancellor of The University of Texas
System,” says Dr. William N. McAnulty,
Chairman of UT El Paso’s Department of
Geological Sciences. “The Chancellor ap-
pointed an evaluation committee of geo-
logical educators not connected with this
University to make a study and submit a

¥ i

Dr. William S. Strain, professor of geology since 1937 at UT El Paso, conducts

report concerning the feasibility of such a
program.

“Although the report was generally fa-
vorable, there were some points that
needed to be clarified by UT El Paso,”
continues Dr. McAnulty, “and so a revised

proposal will be re-submitted in Spring,
1973 to the Chancellor.”

The addition of Dr. Kiersch, the Nel-
lon Professor, to the University’s geology
faculty is a definite plus-sign, according
to Dr. McAnulty, and enhances UT El
Paso’s chances of being awarded, possibly
in time for the 1974 fall semester, the doc-
toral program.

And once it is established, the Univer-
sity’s Doctor of Geological Sciences degree

Y.

one of the many field sessions annually scheduled for geology students.
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will be vastly different in comparison to
Ph.D.s offered at other universities.

“The proposed doctorate is not aimed
at the training of strictly theoretical aca-
demicians as are most Ph.D. programs,”
says Dr. McAnulty. “Instead, it will be a
realistic combination of theoretical and
practical approaches, designed to produce
professionals who are prepared for the
demands of today’s science and industry.

“Thus the program should reduce the
trainee, apprenticeship or adjustment pe-
riod,” he continues, “that is normally re-
quired for Ph.D. recipients in order that
they fit into the professional world.”

A unique requirement of the proposed
doctorate is that each candidate must work
for nine months on an applied assignment
either in industry or with a governmental
agency on problems connected with such
fields as: stratigraphy, structure, petrol-
ogy, mineral exploration, mineral econom-
ics, mineral resource evaluation or envi-
ronmental engineering.

The UT El Paso geology faculty is it-
self well-versed in practical applications of
these various fields, for most of them have
had industrial experience and all of them
are application-and-research-oriented. The
department has no less than ten Ph.D.
geologists plus two geographers, one with
a Ph.D., the other with a Master’s degree.

UT El Paso is also—because of its lo-
cation—particularly fitted for developing
an applied doctoral program in geology.
It is within reasonable distance of a wide
variety of commercial mineral deposits in-
cluding the Permian Basin oil and gas
fields, metal mines of southwestern New
Mexico, Arizona and northern Mexico,
potash and other salts and sulfur in New
Mexico and Trans-Pecos Texas, and a
variety of industrial rocks and minerals.

It could not be more appropriate that
the Department of Geological Sciences be
first in line at UT El Paso for a doctoral
program, for the training of mining and
exploration geologists and mining engi-
neers is traditional with the institution,
dating back almost six decades ago when
the infant campus was called the Texas
State School of Mines. Throughout the
years, hundreds of students with under-
graduate degrees from Texas College of
Mines and Metallurgy, Texas Western
College and The University of Texas at
El Paso have taken their places as geolo-
gists or engineers with industrial or scien-
tific concerns throughout tse world.

UT El Paso’s oldest academic tradition
is alive, well and gathering strength from
the increasing certainty of a Ph.D. degree
in Geological Sciences. The only question
remaining seems to be “when?”’—and it
is only a matter of time until that ques-
tion is answered. []
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TOM WHII

TOM WHITE: THE LIFE OF A
LAWMAN

by Verdon R. Adams

UT El Paso: Texas Western Press, $8.

Tom White gave a lifetime of service to the
badge and to his country. He was born in a
lawman’s family and as a youngster watched
his father, the sheriff, hang convicted criminals
on four different occasions. Apparently these
scenes were accepted as a part of life for they
neither brutalized his manner nor made him an
advocate of extreme leniency toward lawbreak-
ers. Instead, he became a strict but fair man,
noted for his far-seeing views on prison reform,
and respected by all elements in a very difficult
profession.

White became a Texas Ranger somewhere
around 1900 (the biography could use a few
more specific dates), and after a modest career
with Company A, he $hucked the $40 a month
salary, married, and became an investigator for
the Santa Fe railroad. Then during World War
I he joined the F.B.I. Although his cases were
the ordinary ones (chasing bootleggers, check-
ing illegal arms shipments to Mexico), his
ability brought him to the attention of J. Edgar
Hoover who tapped him to investigate the Fed-
eral Prison at Atlanta. It all ended with the
original warden being convicted of accepting
bribes and allowing convicts to vacation from
the penitentiary. Tom believes that because of
his recommendations, future wardens in the
Federal system were ‘“‘chosen on the basis of
training and experience, instead of political con-
nections.”

Following this, he undertook his most puzzling
case for the F.B.I. More than 24 Osage Indians
in Oklahoma had been murdered during a
relatively short period. These Indians all had
three fatal traits in common: they were oil
wealthy, naive, and susceptible to bad whiskey.
Once they were intoxicated, the whites took
their money and arranged for them to “commit
suicide.” The usual ‘“‘accidents” were by drown-
ing, stumbling in front of a moving vehicle, or
dying from exposure. White concluded the case
by convicting the “King of the Osage Hills,” an
influential white man.

Leavenworth prison now beckoned to Tom
White, and he became warden. Here again
Tom built for himself a unique reputation as a
man interested in decent prison conditions. Un-
fortunately, some inmates couldn’t be helped,
and during an escape attempt White absorbed
a blast of buckshot in the arm. The wound
caused his transfer to La Tuna prison situated
between Las Cruces, New Mexico and El Paso,
Texas. He regarded La Tuna as a “model of
enlightened thinking” since the thrust there was
on rehabilition rather than punishment. White
died in December of 1971 at El Paso.

—LEON C. METZ

STUDIES IN LANGUAGE AND
LINGUISTICS 1972-73

Ralph W. Ewton, Jr. and

Jacob Ornstein, Eds.

UT El Paso: Texas Western Press, $5.

Studies in Language and Linguistics 1972-73
is the second in what hopefully will be a con-
tinuing series of volumes in this field issuing
from the TW Press. Volume I appeared in
1969-70.

Both volumes are collections of scholarly
articles in the field, most of them of little in-
terest except to the specialist. This does not
make them of less importance though it cer-
tainly limits their potential audience. But then,
how many would read an advanced study in
microbiology, say, or any technical discipline?

The second volume represents an improve-
ment over the first chiefly in that it has at-
tracted authors of wider repute. Any university
press would be proud to publish articles by
scholars like Dr. Kenneth Croft of San Fran-
cisco State, Dr. Donald Bowen of UCLA, etc.
etc.

In sum, and in brief, the book is a contribu-
tion to scholarship, and the Press (and UT El
Paso) can well be proud of it.

—RAY PAST.

THE CHINESE IN EL PASO

by Nancy Farrar

UT El Paso: Texas Western Press, $2.
[#33 in Southwestern Studies Series]

This is a most instructive little book that
traces the history of El Paso’s Chinese colony
from its origins in 1881, with the coming of the
railroads, to the present, when the numbers of
Chinese have dwindled considerably from that
first great influx and when they have melded
?uietly and with dignity into the El Paso popu-
ace.

Nancy Farrar, a native El Pasoan (and a
history teacher at Coronado High), has con-
siderable feeling for the colorful impact that the
Chinese had, and continue to have, on the city,
though she records the history of the colony
without passion. Her accounts of El Paso’s
“Chinatown” in the early days, with its tong
wars, gambling and opium dens, laundry mono-
poly, and Tsing Ning (New Year) celebrations,
are matter-of-fact and scholarly but fascinating
nonetheless.

Perhaps the most valuable portion of her
book has to do with why the Chinese popula-
tion experienced a decline in 1917: the effects
that Villa’s Columbus Raid and the Pershing
Expedition had on that exodus; the arrival of a
steam-laundering process that drove hand laun-
dries out of business, sundry laws prohibiting
gambling and vices of other natures, and most
crucial, the continuing problem of the rarity of
Chinese women in the colony.

The Chinese in El Paso represents the 33rd
number in the Texas Western Press’ on-going
Southwestern Studies Series, a unique enter-
prise and a valuable one, in which this book is
a worthy edition.

—DAVID INNES.

C. L. SONNICHSEN:

GRASSROOTS HISTORIAN

by Dale L. Walker

UT El Paso: Texas Western Press, $3
(paperback) ; $5 (cloth edition).

[#34 in Southwestern Studies Series]

On a hot Sunday morning in June, 1931,
there arrived at the Union Depot in El Paso, a
young farm boy from Minnesota, who had
passed his Orals for a Ph.D. at Harvard three
days previously, and had left Boston on the
afternoon of the same day. He had a job to
teach English in the summer session of the Col-
lege of Mines. The long road to the Ph.D. had
entailed such activities as cutting grass, waiting
on tables at a fraternity house, cooking his own
food for two meals a day—and on the brighter
side, qualifying for scholarships.

This young man was Charles Leland Son-
nichsen, who for the past 41 years at the Uni-
versity of Texas at El Paso, has organized his
time and efforts and pursued his goals with the
same zeal and true grit that it took to get that

Ph.D. And, logically, with equally amazing suc-
cess.

All of us who know Dr. Sonnichsen have
expressed appreciation of his achievements, and
many of us have had strong ties of affection and
friendship. But one young man, Dale L. Walk-
er, a colleague at UT El Paso, who had known
him a scant dozen years, was moved to write
his story. Now in the year of Dr. Sonnichsen’s
“retirement” it appears in the Southwestern
Studies Series issued by Texas Western Press.
About twice the length of the average mono-
graph in this series, it is treated in three parts:
The Sonnichsen Pilgrimage (biographical), The
Sonnichsen Style, and The Sonnichsen Books.
It will probably be the most widely read of any
of the monographs in the Series, for it is a
scholarly project ably researched and entertain-
ingly written. The impressive list of acknowl-
edgements include the names of over 50 indi-
viduals with whom the author talked or cor-
responded, and the references attest to the
exhaustive research of Sonnichen’s books and
their critics. It also contains a comprehensive
bibliography by Bud Newman, which includes
titles of his books, edi<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>