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Berte Haigtr-
I n te rv iewed  by  C .L .  Sonn ichsen ,  Bud  Newman,  and  Leon  Me tz

June  3 ,  1969

Berte,  what  year  d id  you come here?

0ctober  the 4th,  1921.

How d id  you  hea r  abou t  i t ?

I  was  sen t  he re  as  a  Wor ld  [ ^ l a r  I  G . I .  s tuden t  t rans fe r red  f rom Los  Ange les ,

Cal  i  forn ia .

You say they sent  you.  Who sent  you?

The  Ve te ran  D iv i s ion  o f  t he  Pub l i c  Hea l th  Se rv i ce .  I  came he re  fo r  d i sab i ' l i t y

rehab i l  i  a t i on .

D id  you  ge t  rehab i ' l i t a ted  a l ' l  r i gh t?

Yeah ,  I  guess  so .  Luck i l y  i t  wasn ' t  men ta l .

How long  d id  i t  t ake  to  ge t  you  we l l ?

About  f i ve  years .

That sounds as i f  you took your t ime in  those days .  l r ' l e l l ,  you  weren ' t  connec-

you f i rs t  came.t ed  w i th  the  co l l ege ,  t hen ,  when

0n ly  as  a  s tuden t .

0h,  yesr  a  s tudent ,  And you were  a  s tudent  o f  Geo logy?

No,  Min ing  Eng ineer ing .  Frank ly ,  when I  f i r s t  en tered  here ,  I  wasn ' t  exac t ly

sure  what  Geo logy  was.  I  wanted  to  be  a  Min ing  Eng ineer .

What  made you want  to  be  a  Min ing  Eng ineer?

There 's  a  long s to ry  beh ind  tha t ,  bu t  we won ' t  te l l  tha t .

ln|ho were your professors?

Wel l ,  the  f i rs t  c lass  I  wa lkdd in to  a f te r  I  go t  th rough reg is te r ing  was a  c lass

in  A lgebra .  Speedy Ne lson was the  teacher .  I  had ! '1 .H.  Seamen in  Geo logy ,

F.A. Seamen in Chemistry,  Capp Kidd in a great deal  of  my Mathematics,  Pearson

in  Phys ics  and th ings  l i ke  tha t .
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S: h |ho was Pearson?

H: Pearson was a Physics teacher .

S: Was he a retr 'red Army man?

H: No,  he was not  a  ret i red Army man.  He came here I  th ink f rom soneplace in

Co lo rado .  I  can t t  t h i nk  o f  h i s  f i r s t  nane ,  I  on l y  know  we  a lways  ca l l ed  h im

The te r .

Cal led  h im what?

Theter,  because he was aiways talk ing about Beta and Theta,  but he always put

an  " r "  on  the  end  o f  i t .

S :  He must 've  been f rom Massachusets .

H :  He  was .

S: That 's where they do that.

H :  Tha t ' s  r igh t ,

S l  So i t  must ' ve  been a  very  smal l  s ta f f ,  bu t  a  p re t ty  $ood one.

H:  Yes ,  i t  was  a  smal l  s ta f f ,  bu t  very  very  e f f i c ien t .  My Modern  Language teacher

was Manuel Enrfquez.

S:  Manue l  Enr r 'quez .

H:  Yeah,  Enr fquez .  Ca l led  h im Henry .

S: He wasnrt  here very" long, t^ las hee

H:  He  was  here  a l l  the  t ime  I  was  here .  I  th ink  he  le f t  abou t . . . I  g radua ted  in

'25 ,  I  th ink  he  
' le f t  

about  '27 ,  because he  wasnr t  here  when I  came back  in  '28 .

The col lege was a l ready here on the mesa?

0h ,  yeah ,  t he  co l l ege  was  a l ready  he re  on  the  mesa ,  and  the re  were  f i ve  bu i l d ings :

0 ' l d  Ma in ,  t he  Power  Bu i l d i ng ,  wha t  i s  now  Seamdn  Ha ] l ,  Capp  K idd ' s  r es i dence ,  and

two  do rmf to r i es .  A t  t he  t ime  I  came he re ,  i t  was  no t  Capp  K idd ' s ,  i t  was  S .H .

Wor re ' l 1 f  s ,  who  was  the  dean .

How long dr'd he stay after you came?

Ahou tayea r , I be l i eve .

S :

H :
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Eerte F{aiEh

S:  You  d idn r t  know  h im  ve ry  we11 ,  d i d  you?

H:  Yes  and  no .

S: t, l lhy the yes?

H :  h l e ' l l ,  I  go t  acqua in ted  w i t h  h im  i n  t a l k i ng  abou t  M in i ng  cou rses  and  one  t h i ng

or  another ,  He ca l led me r 'n  for  an in terv iew to f ind out  why I  was here and

so for th ,  and about  the Army h is tory  and one th ing or  another .  And,  we got

a l ong  a l l  r i gh t ,  bu t  he  wasn t t  t oo . . . he  was  ra the r  a l oo f  i n  some  ways  i t  seemed

to  me  l i ke .

S :  He  was  a  l i t t l e  de tached .

H :  A  
' l i t t l e  

de tached ,  yeah .

S :  h le l l ,  don r t  you  th ink  tha t  was  the  t rad i t i on  tha t  educa to rs  had  i n  the  ea r l y

days ?

H :  Cou l  d ' ve  been .

S :  I  r emember  Mr .  D rake  ta l k ing  abou t  t he  b ig  sho t  a t  t he  Un ive rs i t y  o f  W iscons in .

H:  [ , Ie11,  Drake was one of  my professors.  Mary Quinn was one of  my professors.  She

was  Mary  Ke l1y  then .  I  t ook  a  cou rse  i n  H is to ry  under  he r  my  sen io r  yea r .

S :  Was  she  the  on l y  woman  on  the  facu l t y?

H:  Yes,  s t re  was at  that  t ime.  The others came in  la ter .

S :  I  wonde r  i f  she  go t  a  l i t t l e  b i t  i so l a ted?

H:  No ,  she  had  too  much  ba lance .  Bes ides ,  we  had  f i ve  g i r l s  when  I  was  he re .

S :  S tudy ing  M in ing  Eng inee r i ng?

H: lTes=/  None of  them completed the course.  They went  of f  to  somewhere or

ano the r ,  and  o f  cou rse  the  o the r  deg rees  were  no t  ava i l ab le  a t  t ha t  t ime .

S:  You remember the names of  any of  them?

H:  No ,  I  don t t .  I  can  remember  the  names  o f  seve ra l  o f  t he  g i r l s  when  I  came back

in  |  28 ,

S :  So  you  l e f t  i n  wha t  yea r  t hen?



H :

Berte Hai 'Eh

I  graduated in  125.  One of  those was Sara McGee that  was heren and Mickey

McGeer w€F€ both here.

These  were  bo th  g iF l s?

Yeah,  daughters of  arch i tect  Perc!  McGee.  One of  them marr ied a fe l low graduate

Dan Cooney.  They went  to  Mexico.

P robab ly  s t i l l  t he re?

Dan  i s  dead .  She ' s  s t i l l  t he re .  Dan  d ied  abou t  f i ve  o r  s i x  yea rs  ago ,  I  guess .

He was one of  the real  o ld  members I  guess?

Ano the r  one  o f  t hose  g radua tes  i s  down  the re ,  C la rence  Berb r idge .  He  i s  i n

Sa l t i ' l l o .

I  see ,

There  a re  on l y  fou r  o f  us  ou t  o f  t ha t  c lass  l e f t .

How b ig  was  the  c lass?

The  c lass  had  f i f t een .  They  on l y  had  seven  o f  us  tha t  g radua ted ,  t hough- -some

o f  t hem ca r ry  ove rs  and  one  th ing  o r  ano the r .

A t l  g radua ted  i n  M in ing  Eng inee r ing?

Yeah ,  a l l  g radua ted  i n  M in ing  Eng inee r ing ,  I  ma jo red  i n  M€ ta l1u rgy ,  Be rb r idge

ma jo red  i n  M in ing  Eng inee r ing ,  Dan  Cooney  ma jo red  i n  Ged logy ,  Evan  and  Schere r

ma jo red  i n  M in ing .

I  guess most  of  them went  to  Mexico,  d id  they?

Nc ,  mos t  o f  t hem ended  up  i n  the  Ph i l i pp ines .  A r thu r  Evans  wen t  w i th  the  Bureau

o f  M ines  and  s tayed  i n  t he  s ta tes  a l l  t he  t ime .  And  he ' s  s t i l l  w i t h  t he  Bu reau

o f  M ines  ou t  i n  Da l l as ,  Texas .  Mor r i s  Schere r ,  he  s tayed  i n  the  s ta tes .  He  was

about  10 years in  Mex' ico a l l  together ,  and about  10 years in  South Amer ica.  The

res t  o f  t he  t ime  he ts  been  i n  the  s ta tes .  He ' s  ove r  i n  Sh revepor tn  Lou is iana .

Bu t  wha t  was  th i s  abou t  go ing  to  the  Ph i l i pp ines?

[ {e l l ,  t he re  was  a  g rea t  number  o f  t he  g radua tes  i n  t h i s  i ns t i t u t i on  wen t  t o  i t ne l
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Ph i l i pp ines  to  work  i n  va r ious  m ines  ove r  t he re .  Some o f  t hem became top  no tch

of f ic ia ' ls  for  one thr 'ng or  another .  And some,  qui te  a few,  f ive of  them were

the re .  One  who  g radua ted  i n  ou r  c lass  was  the re ,  He ts  passed  on  now,  and  I

can ' t  r eca l l  h i s  name,  bu t  was  i n  the  San  Tomas  Pr i son  Camp.  The re  was  I  t h ink

f ive of  the ex-Miners in  San Tomas Pr ison Camp.

That  was when the Japanese took over?

We11,  I  wonder ,  d id  they  have  a  m in ing  boom in  the  Ph i l i pp ines ,  o r  was  th is  jus t

sometfr inE that kept on going?

0h,  i t  kep t  on  go ing .  The mines  were  in  rea l  opera t ion .  Mr .  Scherer  was in

Mid land about  a  month  ago,  and I  th ink  he  sa id  two o f  those mines  6rQ s t i l l

operat in g .

What  a re  we gonna do  when a l l  o f  these mines  ge t  worked ou t  and there  arenr t

any mines anymore? You think we can get i t  out  of  the ocean, there are enough

minera ls  there?

Yeah.  0h ,  yeah.

We1l ,  le t ts  ge t  back  to  your  s to ry ,  now.  You came back  in  1928 as  a  facu l ty

member?

Yes ,  S i r .

Where had you been in the meant ime?

That 's  a  compl ica ted  dea1,  too ,  When I  g raduated ,  in  June r igh t  a f te r  I  g rad-

uated, I  took four other men from El Paso and went to Aust in to the state r i f le

matches, I t  so happened that in '24 I  was in Aust in for  summer school  and went

ou t  and observed the  s ta te  r i f le  matches  and go t  acqua in ted  w i th  the  secre tary

of the state associat ion.  f f  found out that  nobody from E' l  Paso had ever

a t tended a  s ta te  r i f le  match ,  so  I  to ld  h im tha t  I  wou ld  b r ing  some boys  over

the  fo l low ing  summer .  So the  f i ve  o f  us  went  over  and a l l  f i ve  o f  us  qua l i f ied

H :
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for  the s tate team to go to  Camp Perry ,  0h io.

Was thi s the I oca' l  r i  f l  e cl ub?

Yes ,  t h i s  was  t he  E l  Paso  R i f l e  C lub .  E l  Paso  R i f l e  and  P i t ch ing  C lub ,  I  t h i nk

they  ca l l ed  i t .

So you went to Camp Perry?

So ,  yeah .  When  I  came back  he re ,  I  was  no t  l ook ing  fo r  a  s teady  j ob  because  I

was not  go ing to  miss out  on going to  Camp Perry .  And I  went  to  work for  a

c iv t l  engfneer  by the name of  George Baker ,  worked for  h im qui te  a deal  and d id

some crust fng survey ing on my own unt i l  t ime to go to  Perry .  When I  came back

f rom Per ry ,  t hen  I  wen t  t o  work  fo r  a  sma l l  m in ing  ou t f f t  above  H i l l sbo ro ,  New

Mex ico .

I  see .

I  went  to  work for  them the 1st  o f  0ctober  and I  s tayed unt i l  the middle of

February,  leav ing there because the boss advised me in  January that  they were

jus t  a  l i t t l e  sho r t  o f  cash  and  wou ld  I  wa i t  a  mon th ,  and  I  sa i d ,  "Su re . "  I

f ound  ou t  i n  t he  mean t ime  he  had  sen t  h i s  son  on  the  expense  accoun t  t o  S t .  Lou is

and /y  couldn ' t  thke that .  t ,Je had about  two feet  o f  snow on the gr :ound,  so I

wa lked  ou t  o f  t he  camp abou t  two  m i les  and  bo r rowed  a  ho rse  and  rode  to  H i l l s -

boro,  came over  here.

/V  spen t  a  coup le  o f  weeks  a t  / i l  t r i i i n i ng  camp a t  F t .  B l i ss ,  and  when

that  was over ,  I  was advised by Professor  W.H.  Seamen to contact  Pat  Ryan,  who

was Genera l  Manager  of  Ford C.  Min ing Company in  Mexfco.  I  went  down and saw

Mr.  Ryan and he gave me a job,  nr jd  I  accepted.  I  to ld  h im I  had to  go over  to

H i l l sbo ro  to  ge t  my  ca r .  Th i s  was  on  a  F r iday .  And  I  wen t  ou t  t ha t  n igh t  on

the Santa Fe,  got  my car ,  came back,  put  i t  on the rack on Sunday.  Monday morn-

ing I  repor ted up to  the of f ice.  They sent  me down to the Mexican Counsulate;

I  go t  my  passpor t .  Back  to  the  o f f i ce r  go t  my  ra i l r oad  t i cke t ,  ea t i ng  money
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and  so  fo r th  and  so  on ,  p resumab ly  to  ca tch  a  t ra in  ou t  o f  Jua rez  a t  1 :40

tha t  a f te rnoon .

At  about  10:30 I  went  downsta$fs to  a mai ' l  forward ing address we had on

the  5 th  f l oo r  o f  t he  Mtn inE  Eng inee r ' s  o f f i ce .  The re  was  a  te leg ram f rom a

f r i end  o f  m ine  i n  W ich i ta  Fa l l s .  I  immed ia te l y  w i red  h im  to  f i nd  ou t  wha t  t he

score was.  He came back wi th  a wi re to  contact  / j  na i /  in  San Angelo,  " re :

o i 1 f i e l d  Geo logy  j ob . "  I  immed ia te l y  sen t  a  w i re .  A t  12 :30  I  had  a  w i re  back

f rom h im o f fe r i ng  me  a  j ob  i n  a  geo log i ca l  f i e l d  pa r t y .  And  a t  1 :00 ,  I  r epo r t -

ed up to  the of f ice,  gave them back the i r  t ranspor tat ion f ionefo and so for th

wr t th  thanks ,  and  to ld  them I  cou ldn ' t  go .  Sen t  Mr .  Ryan  a  l e t t e r ,  and  a t  3 :00

that  a f ternoon I  had my Chevro let  packed up,  headed for  San Angelo.

A  fu l l  day .  (Chuck les )

A  fu l l  day ,  And  I  repo r ted  to  San  Ange lo  fo r  t he  D ix ie  O i l  Company ,  wh ich  i s

now the  Pan-Amer i can ,  and  I  s tayed  w i th  them un t i l  1928  when  Capp  K idd  i nv i t ed

me to come over  here and jo in  the facul ty  to  p inch h i t  for  Speed Nelson one year ,

who was gor 'nE to Colorado to get  h is  master 's  degree.  And then as soon as he

returned,  Howard Quinn was going to  Harvard to  get  h is  Doctor 's  degree.

S:  When d id Quinn come here,  by the way?

H:  Qu inn  came he re  i n  L924 .

S- '  l4 i i ry  was a l ready on the facu ' l ty? Wasn' t  she teaching Ft is tory?

H:  Mary?  Yes .

S  1  Tha t ' s  how they  me t .

H :  Tha t ' s  I  guess  how they  me t .  Yeah ,  t hey  were  bo th  on  the  facu l t y  r i gh t .

S:  So you came back in  1928 and went  for  teaching Geology,  or  d id  you teach every-

th ing  ?

The f f rs t  three years Geology.  Now I  came here on a three-year  leave of  absence

from the Dix ie  0 i1  Company,  and a ' |1  I  was teaching was Geo' logy.  At  the end of



Berte Har 'gh

t h ree  yea rs  Capp  K idd  ca l l ed  me  down  to  h i s  o f f i ce ,  t o ld  me  to  ge t  on  the  te le -

phone  and  ca l l  t he  peop le  i n  San  Ange lo  and  te l l  t hem tha t  I  d idn ' t  have  any

more  use  fo r  t he  l eave  o f  absence ,  t ha t  I  wasn ' t  coming  back .  And  I  was  then

assiEned to par t - t t 'me Engineer fng and par t - t ime Geology.  And I  s tayed three

more  yea rs ,  a t  wh ich  t ime  they  t rans fe r red  me  ove r  t o  Un fve rs i t y  I ands .

I  came tn 1931.  You were here for  about  two years,  t^ terear t  you,  a f ter?

Yes .  l t  was  0c tobe r ,  1934  when  they  t rans fe r red  me  ove r  t o  Un ive rs i t y  1ands .

You  rea l l y  en joyed  tha t  j ob .

0h  ,  
' l o rd ,  

yes  .

I t ' s  a  p re t t y  good  j ob .

I  was  work ing  too  much  w i th  the  youngs te rs ,  and  en joyed  eve ry  b i t  o f  i t .  P rob -

ab l y  ex t ra -cu r r i cu ' l a r  ac t i v i t i es  were  more  en joyab le  than  the  teach ing  was ,  be -

casse I  never  was cut  out  for  a  teacher .

You rd idn r t  l i ke  t o  t each  so  we l l .

Teach ing  was  a l l  r i gh t ,  bu t  t he re  was  ways  o f  do ing  i t .

D id you see mucfu d i f ference between the co l lege when you came back in  1928 than

when you had le f t  i t?

Qu i te  a  b i t ,  because  i n - the  mean t ime ,  i n ' ] , 927 ,  t hey  had  abso rbed  the  E l  Paso

Jun io r  Co l1ege ,  I  be ] i eve .  So  when  I  l e f t  he re  i n  ' 25  the  to ta l  en ro l lmen t  was

127,  and when I  came hack i t  was 750i

I t  was  p re t t y  nuch  an  a l ' l -ma le  j ob ,  and  the  boys  d idn ' t  bo the r  t o  d ress  up  much?

No.  The re  v las  a  qu i te  a  d i v i s i on  be tween  the  Pee-Dogg ies ,  as  they  ca ' l l ed  them,

and  the  Eng inee r ing  g roup .  And  the  Eng inee rs  I  t h ink  were  d ressed  a  l i t t l e  o f f

j us t  on  pu rpose  to  accen tua te  the i r  i ndependence .

Chewed a 
' l t ' t t le  

tobacco?

A t imes ,  yeah .  I  don ' t  t h ink  we  had  a  snu f f  use r  on  the  who le  g roup ,  t hough .

}{ho was new on the faculty when you came back?

S :

H :

si
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H:  Thh t ' d  be  ha rd  fo r  me  to  te ' l l  because  my  memory  i s  no t  qu i te  tha t  good ,  bu t

Denny  Moses  i s  one  o f  t hem.  And  I  t h ink  John  Lau re l  was  he re ,  he  came in  ' 27 .

S :  No ,  he  came in  1931  the  same yea r  I  d id .

H :  0h ,  he  d fd .  h l e ' | 1 . . .

S :  Bu t  Mr .  Nu l l  was  p robab ' l y  he re  wasn ' t  he?

H:  Yeah ,  Nu11  came,  yeah  tha t r s  r i gh t .  I  d idn r t  have  the  con tac t  w i th  Nu l l  as  I

d id  w i th  some o f  t he  o the rs .

And l t l r .  Lake.

Mr .  Lake  came  ove r  f r om the  j un io r  co ' l 1ege .  And  8a11 ,  W.A .  Ba l l ,  I  be l i eve  came

at  the same t ime.

S :

H :

S :

H :

S :

Yeah,  I  th ink  tha t ts  about

Hr 's wi fe,  I  donrt  remember

Had they had any extent ion

any  more  bu i ld ings?

No,  no t  a t  the  t ime I  came

I t  must ' ve  been ge t t ing  a

Yeah,  r ' t  was .

Whdn I  came, they certainly

know. They began to remode'l

The acqu is i t ion  o f  the  space was pre t ty  s1ow.  I t

real  r 'ze in Aust in what was going on out here.

They  thought  tha t  i f  they  d idnr t  looko w€ f l r igh t  go

I  don ' t  th ink  there 's  any  ques t ion  bu t  tha t  fo r  a

t rea ted  pre t ty  much as  a  s tep  ch i ld .

r i  gh t .

whether  she came a t  tha t  t ime or  a  l i t t le  la te r .

o f  the  phys ica l  p lan t  by  tha t  t ime,  had they  done

back .

l i t t l e  b i t  c rowded  by  t ha t  t ime ,  wasn r t  i t ?

needed more spaceand they began to get ' i t  toor |ou

H :

was l i ke  they  jus t  cou ldn ' t

away.

good many years we were

Yes. I  th ink they t r ied to get r id of  us every two years.

Apparent ly  so .  Yeah,  there  were  t fmes tha t  I  was  conv inced tha t  i f  i t  hadn ' t

been fo r  f r iends  in  the  leg is la tu re ,  they  wou ld  have go t ten  r id  o f  us .  I  know



Ber te  Ha igh

Capp Kidd used to comment  in  h is  own way about  those th ings.

Yes ,  I  can  j us t  hea r  h im  do ing  i t .  (Chuck les  )  We I  l  ,  yo r i  had  c ' l ose  re l  a t i ons

w i t h  Capp  K idd .

I  had  ve ry  c ' l ose  re la t i ons .

You came to know hfm as wel l  as anybody,  I  suppose,  around here.

0uts ide of  Dean Thomas,  I  guess I  knew h im bet ter  than anybody that  was around

he re  f o r  a  wh i l e .

How d id  he  fee l  abou t  t he  expans ion  o f  t he  schoo l?

I t  was not  ob iectab ' le  to  h im.  In  fact  I  a lways f igured bhat  he was very much

in  favo r  o f  i t .

I  don" t  t h ink  he  was  too  pa t i en t  w i th  the  Pee-Dogg ies .

He  wasn ' t  t oo  pa t i en t  w i th  the  Pee-Dogg ies .  No ,  he  was  no t ,  t he re rs  no  ques t i on .

He  was  a  l i t t l e  b i t  o f  rough  ha rd  on  those .  I  t h ink  he  was  a  l i t t l e  rougher  on

them than he was on the Tsngineerv.

I  th ink he enjoyed set t ing of f  dynamri te  where they were.

Yeah,  he enjoyed i t  very very much,  because i t  made them nervous-

Tha t r s  r i gh t .

One th ing,  speaking of  the use of  dynamite,  and so for th ,  I  remember when they

bu i l t  t he  road  tha t  goes  ove r  t he  h i l l  t o  K idd  F ie ld ,  fF ranc i s /  Fuga te ,  i n  h i s

h i s to ry  tha t  he  wro te  i n  t ha t ,  wha t  do  you  ca l l  i t ?

.F ron l f  e r  .Co ' l  l egg ,  I  t h ink .

}Je l l ,  he  ment foned about  the  bu i ld ing .  There  was one th ing

whr 'ch  a lways  s t ruck  me as  exaspera t ing ,  bu t  in  the ' long  run

str ict ly by PWA work.  I  was real ly do' ing any engineer ing on

Erave s takes  and so  fo r th  and so  on ,  and every  t ime we 's  se t

rh  a6out  th ree  hours  those Mex icans  wou ld  e i ther  d ig 'em out

and we hdd to  do  i t  over  aga in .

he  d idnr t  ment ion ,

funny. That was done

tha t  th ing ,  se t t i ng

a set of  grave stakes

or  shoot  rem out ,
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ln lh ich Mexicans were those?

We ' l l ,  t hey  were  Mex ican  Amer i cans ,  l e t l s  pu t  i t  t ha t  way .  0 f  cou rse  we  had

a  lo t  o f  good  Amer r ' can  pegp le ,  t oo .

S :  Why  d td  they  do  tha t?

H:  Mos t  was  j us t  i gno rance .  They  d idn ' t  have  good  superv i s ion ,  t ha t  was  the  t roub le .

S :  So ,  how d id  you  f r ' na l l y  ge t  i t  done?

H:  0h ,  heck ,  i t  Jus t  t ook  a  l i t t ' l e  mo re  t ime .

S :  We11 ,  t ha t  was  a l ready  bu i l t  when  I  go t  he re .  I  d idn ' t  ge t  t o  see  tha t  pa r t  o f

i t .

And o f  course  yourve  heard  the  s to ry  about  how Ho l l iday  Ha l l  was  bu l l t .

How was that?

Bob Ho l l iday  was lq l |  member  o f  the  Board  o f  Regents ,  and Bob Ho l l iday  was the

strongest supporter among the Board of  Regents that  the Col ' lege of  Mines ever

*had in  h is to ry ,  I  guess .  He a lso  had someth ing  to  do  w i th  the  PWA,  Pub l ic

Works  Admins tna t ion ,  thb  loca l  one.  And they  were  bu i ld ing  Scen ic  Dr ive .  And

a grea t  dea l  o f  the  mater ia l  tha t  was  p laced up  on  Scen ic  Dr ive  wou ld  myster ious-

1y  ge t  t rans fer red  over  here  to  the  campus and was used in  the  bu i ld ing  o f  tha t

f te ld  house,  So fo r  a  long t ime- -we l1 ,  a1 l  the  t ime I  was  ou t  here- - i t  was

spel  1 ed Haul i  day,  h.ra-u- l  .

(Laughs)  l . l l e l l ,  I  guess  there  are  var ious  $rays  o f  ge t t ing  th ings  done.

Qu i te  t rue .  I t  saved the  s ta te l lo ts  o f  money.

Do you remember any other anecdotes about Capp Kidd? How did he get along with

the students?

Capp K idd  go t  a long w i th  h is  s tudents  I  thought  very  we l l .  Thene was a  few o f

them that took them qui te a whi le to understand him, but Capp was very,  very

helpful .  But he aould be awful  rough i f  you went contrar^y to him, and he was a

task  mas*er  o f  sarcasm.  He cou ld  f lay  you unmerc i fu l l y .  Bu t  there  was a lways
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someth ing  beh ind  i t ,  he  d idn r t  use  sa rcasm jus t  f o r  t he  sake  o f  show ing  tha t

he was the prof .  There was a meanfng behind i t  i f  you du!  i t  up.

He  taugh t  me  a  l esson  one  day  i n  a  c ' l ass  i n  Ca1cu los .  'Cause  when  Capp

was  teach ing  l ec tu re  c lasses ,  he  wou ld  a lways  s ta r t  o f f  and  g i ve  us  a  20 - to -30

minu te  d i sse r ta t i on  on  the  po l i t i cs  o f  t he  a rea ,  bo th  l oca l  and  na t i ona l ,  and  then

he  wou ld  ge t  i n to  the  sub jec t  a t  hand .  Th i s  pa r t i cu la r  t ime  he  had  ass igned  f i ve

problems and for  some to me unknown reason I  had actual ly  t r ied to  work them. I

got  s tuck on ons and I  woi rked that  th ing back and for th ,  went  through i t  three

o r  fou r  t imes ,  and  I  go t  s tuck  i n  t ha t  same mudho le  eve ry  t fme .  I  f i na l l y  gave

up and went  to  bed.  Af ter  about  four  hours s ' leep,  I  walked out  here.  I  was

l i v i ng  a t  t he  Amer i can  Leg fon .  We a l l  had  to  wa lk  to  schoo l  t hen ,  d idn ' t  have

buses  and  ca rs ,  and  l a te r  came to  ta l cu lus  c lass .  Go t  i n  t he re  and  Capp  gave

hr ' s  usua l  d t sse r ta t i on ,  and  then  he  sa id ,  "We l l  nown  gen t l eman ,  I  t h ink  i t

probably  wou' ld  be presumptous on my par t  to  assume that  anybody worked these

prob lems  tha t  I  ass igned ,  bu t  i n  t he  even t  t ha t  some o f  you  d id  and  had  a  l i t t l e

t r oub le ,  t e l  I  us  abou t  i t . ' !

t ' l e l l  I  popped  o f f  and  to ld  h im  abou t  my  t roub le .  He  sa t t l ,  nA l ' l  r i gh t ,  come

up here and put  i t  on the board."  I  guess I  worked f rom memory,  and I  went  up

there and I  put  that  th ing back and for th  across the board,  and I  got  down to

tha t  same  mudho le .  I  say ,  "We1 l ,  he re  we  a re ,  Capp ,  Whe01s  a re  sp inn in ' . "

And  t ha t  may  sound  a  l i t t l e  f am i l i a r ,  bu t  we  ca l l ed  h im  Capp ,  he  l f ked  i t .  Capp

was  s i t t i ng  on  the  f ron t  row  w i th  a  ya rds t i ck  i n  h i s  hadd  rock ing  i t  back  and

fo r th  ac ross  h i s  knees ,  and  I  cou ld  see  h i s  eyes  go ing  back  and  fo r th  ac ross

the  b l ackboa rd .  F i na ' l 1y  he  sa id ,  "Ha igh ,  I ' ve  been  wa i t i n '  f o r  t h i s  f o r  a  l ong

t ime .  Ge t  back  he re  and  s i t  down  and  I ' . | 1  show 'you  how b ig  a  damn foo l  you  a re . "

He  wa lked  ove r  t o  the  b laCkboard  and  p i cked  up  the  e rase r  add  made  one  swap .  I

had an Ca+b)  and an [a-n1 and forgot  to  cancel  them out .  But  he taught  me r ight

then  to  t r i p le  check .  Tha t r s  the  way  Capp  was .

t?
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Did he have contact  in  M€xico? He recommended a 
' lo t  

o f  people to  the min ing

o f f i c i a l s  i n  Mex ico .

Yes  s i r .

How d id he know these peop' le?

I  don ' t  know tha t .  Capp  knew a1 l  t he  m in ing  men  he re  i n  t own ,  and  he  was  a  ve ry

act r 've member of  the AIME and the E ' l  Paso Engineers Associat ion,  I  th ink he was

a char ter  member of  that  group.  Wel '1 ,  he had a very wide acquaintance and every-

body knew h im,  knew h is  ef f ic iency.  And everybody that  knew Capp,  knew that  he

was  abso lu te l y  hones t  and  he  wou ' l dn r t  recommend  a  man  to  h im  tha t  he  d idn ' t

t h tnk  cou ' l d  do  the  j ob .

So h is  boys d id very we' l l  down there?

Yeah ,  mos t  o f  t hem d id .

Any  o f  t hem no t  do  so  we l l ?

A few dtdn ' t  do so wel l  for  one cause or  another .  When they got  down there they

cou ldn ' t  s t and  t he  change  i n  l i v i ng  cond i t i ons  and  so  f o r t h  and  so  on ,  and  wen t

more or  
' less 

haywire for  one reason or  another .  But  they were very,  very much

in  the  m ino r i t y .
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S:  The percentage wasnnt  very  h igh .

H: He sent boys to Mexico,  he sent boys to South America.  h le had a large group of

graduates  f rom there  work ing  in  Bo l i v ia  in  the  t in  mines  down there .

S:  Anybody s t i ' l l  l here?  Probab ly  no t .

H:  I  don ' t  know.  Severa l  o f  our  boys  are  s t i l ' l  a l i ve  and work ing  in  MdxSco,  bu t

they're passr 'ng on pret ty rapidly.

S :  D id  Capp ge t  a long w i th  h is  facu l ty  p re t ty  we l ' l?

H:  I  thought  he  go t  a long very  we l1 .  That  was my op in ion .

S:  I  expec t  somet imes he  took  a  d is l i ke  to  somebody.

Hr  We1l ,  he  cou ld  take  your  h ide  o f f  too .  But  we go t  a long pre t ty  we l l .
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We' I l ,  he  had  a  1o t  t o  do  w i t h  t he  h i r i ng  i n  t hose  days ,  d i dn ' t  he?

Yeah,  he had a great  dea ' l  to  do wi th  i t .  And he was very carefu l .  I  worked

wr ' t h  h im  on  the  A th le t i c  Counc i l .

5 :  I  guess  he  was  on  tha t  as  l ong  as  he  
' l i ved ,  

wasn r t  he?

H :  Yes ,  r i gh t .  Yeah ,  he  had  some th ing  t o  do  w i t h  a th l e t i c s  as ' l ong  as  he  l f ved .

5:  l ' las  he an ath lete h imsel f  ,  had he been a footba ' |1  p ' layer?

H:  I  unders tand  tha t  he rd  been  a  foo tba l l  p laye r  a t  one  t ime .

S :  How abou t  Ma l  co lm  Marsh?  Wha teve r  happened  to  h im?

H:  Ma lco lm Marsh ,  he  mar r i ed  a  daugh te r  o f  Ha r ry  Johnson- -  Har ry  "A rm"  Johnson ,

I  should say--of  the El  Paso l l lach ine Works.  And Malco lm le f t  here,  he went

to  R ice  fo r  abou t  6  yea rs ,  t hey  moved  back  he re  and  he ' s  s t i l l  wo rk ing  fo r

s

H

s

El Paso Machine hlorks.

You mean Malcolm Marsh is here in town now?

Yeah.  He 's  been here  fo r  about  15  years .

I  haven ' t  seen or  heard  o f  h im,  thought  he  was fa r  away.

No,  he  \s  r igh t  here .

We1lr  I  used to hear when he was here that he was the man on the facul ty who said

he wou ld  never  pass  a  woman,  tha t  no  woman shou" ld  have ever  go t  th rough h is

c0urses .

I  heard  tha t  comment ,  and I  th ink  I  heard  Malco lm say  i t  h imse l f .

So he had to gfve way to the new era.

0h yes, V€s, he had to give away.

Let 's gee, I  t ry to remember who else was with us back there,  and I  have trouble

even remembering. There was professor named Kennedy, wasn' t  there?

Yeah. Kennedy was a math teacher.

Whatever happened to him?

T4
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He wen t  t o  a  schoo l  down  in  the  eas t ,  bu t  I  don ' t  know jus t  where .

P robab ly  s t i ' l  1  work ing  the re?

Yes .  So  fa r  as  I  known  he  i s .  Then  o f  cou rse  we  had  Bu lah  Ly les  Pa t te rson

at  thdt  t ime.  She was a math teacher ,  and a good one.

she rs  no t  been  gone  ve ry  l ong .  she  re t i r ed  j us t  a  yea r  ago ,  d i dn ' t  she ,  o r

two years.

lv"'J
And of  course we lost  some good people in the other departments.  I  renember

Mrs .  E ld r i ch .

Ohn yeah.  These names come back .  As  you ment ioned them,  o f  course  I  reca l l

them. And Norma Haigh and Gladys Gregory were here al l  that  t ime.

so  you  le f t  rea l l y  jus t  a t  the  beg in ing  o f  the  b ig  expans ion ,  d idn ' t  you?

Yes.  l Je l l ,  saw f t  f rom the  s ta r t .

How do you fee'l about is now? You

No,  I  donr t  th ink  we t re  too  b ig .

As  lonE as  we can ge t  park ing  space

th inh  we ' re  too  b ig?

we ' re  no t  too  b ig ,  i s  tha t  the  idea?

[Laughs )

That ' s  the  idea,  year ;  tha t ' s  the  main  idea.  The schoo l  s t i l l  has  a  good repu-

ta t ion .  / -6 [  course  some o f  us  were  a  l i t t le  burned up  a t  the  t ime,  I  was  to

some ex tan t ,  about  d ropp ing  the  min ing  courses .  But  when the  reason became

apparent ,  wh i  i t  was  the  on ly  th ing  they  cou ld  do .

ibs ,  we were  pre t ty  he1p1ess .

Yeah, you can t t  operate a department on three students.

Do you th in$  tha t  leav ing  the  Meta l lu rgy  in  w i l l  serve  the  same purpose?

t l le l l ,  the only t rouble there was that,  ds I  understand i t ,  they began to empha-

s ize  a  d i f fe ren t  type  o f  ' ! {e ta l lu rgy .  They  went  beyond the  min ing  Meta l lu rgy ,

and p ' laced the  emphas is  on  a  d i f fe ren t  b ranches  o f  Meta l lu rgy  o ther  than min ing .

I  th ink that  was somewhat of  an error at  the t ime. They did i t  too soon.
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So i t  wou' ld  be harder  now for  our  MetA1' lurgy graduates to

I  don ' t  know abou t  now.  I t  was  fo r  a  wh i l e .

h lha t  i s  t he  s i t ua t i on  i n  m in ing  now,  anyway?  I t ' s  s t i l l

i sn ' t  i t ?

f unc t i on  i n  m in i ng .

p re t t y  much  in  ec l i pse

Yeah ,  i t  i s  so r t  o f  s t a r v i ng .  I t ' s  a  v i c t im  o f  ma lnu t r i t i on ,  I  guess .

Wha t ' s  t he  chances  tha t  i t t l l  eve r  come back?

I  don r t  know.  I  have  been  away  f rom d i rec t  connec t i on  w i th  m in ing  fo r  so  1ong ,

I  j us t  don ' t  t r y  t o  keep  up  w i t h  i t .

S:  Le t ' s  ta l k  a ' l i t t l e  abou t  how th is  un ive rs i t y  l i ves  and  the  o i l  tha t  we  ge t  f rom

them.  In  our  ins t i tu t ion ,  do  we ge t  any th ing  ou t  o f  tha t?

Yeah.

How does i t  work? 
l

Aacord ing  to  the  cons t i tu t ion ,  a1 l  o f  the  i r rep laceab le  income f rom the  lands

Eoes r 'nto a permanent fund. And this permanent fund cannot be spent for  anything

but  can be  inves ted ,  under  cer ta in  cons t i tu t iona l  res t r i c t ions .  These res t r i c -

t ions  were  very  l im i ted  fo r  qu i ' te  some t ime.  In  1954 they  loosened up  a  b i t  and

the board can now invest 50 percent-*not more than 50 percent--of  the income

f rom lands  in  corpora te  secur i t ies  under  some fa i r l y  r ig id  and pro tec t ive  res t r i c -

t ions .  That  had been a  he lp  because i t  enab led  them to  swap around these

and  inc rease  the  ra te  by . . . t he  f i r s t  yea r  I  t h ink  they  were  i nc reased  nea r l y  a

th i rd - - f rom 3 ,  someth ing  to  4 .1 ,  and  tha t  has  improved  du r ing  the  yea rs .

Do we get  any par t  o f  that  permanent  fund? I  heard we donr t .

No,  we donr t  get  any par t  o f  the permanent  fund,  but  the income in  the permanent

fund  goes  i n to  the  ava i l ab le  fund .  Now,  o re ' t h i rd  o f  t he  i ncome f rom the  bond

investment  goes to  the A&M system. The other  two- th i rds is  for  the avai lab le

fund  o f  t he  Un tve rs i t y  o f  Texas ,sys tem.  And  th i s  schoo l  ge ts  he lp  f rom tha t ,
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par t i c i pa tes  i n  t ha t .  I t  has  fo r  t he  pas t  seve ra l  yea rs .  Now ou r  cond i -

t r 'on for  tFre past  L0 years has been considerably  bet ter  than i t  was before.

I  don ' t  know urhdt  the s tory  is  there exact ly .

Now,  the re  i s  one  pecu l i a r  ang le  to  th i s ,  t hough . .  And  i n  o rde r  t o  te l I  t h i s

we ' l I  have  t o  go  back  j us t  a  l i t t l e  b i t  i n t o  h i s t o r y .  I n  1854  t he  l eg i s l a -

tu re  passed  the  Ra f l road  Gran t  Ac t  i n  wh ich  m i l l i ons  o f  ac res  o f  l and  were

gr tven to  the rar ' l roads for  the construct ion of  ra i l roads.  In  1858 there was

an  ac t  wh ich  es tab ' l i shed  the  Un ive rs i t y  o f  Texas ,  t ha t  was  the  f i ns t  ac tua l

es tab l i shmen t  ac t .  Tha t  ac t  app rop r ia ted  $100 ,000  do l l a rs  ou t  o f  t he  money

secured f rom the Uni ted States Government  in  the Comprom$se Act  o f  1850,  and

fu r the r ' s t i pu la ted  tha t  as  under  the  Ra i l road  Gran t  Ac t  f o r  each  sec t i on  tha t

wen t  t o  a  ra f l r oad ,  ano the r  sec t i on  wen t  t o  f ree  pub l i c  schoo l  f und .  So  the

Ac t  o f  1858  spec i f i ed  tha t  one  sec t i on  ou t  o f  each  10  acc ru ing  to  the  pub l  i c

schoo l  f und  under  the  Ra i l road  Gran t  Ac t  shou ld  acc rue  to  the  Un ive rs i t y  o f

Texas permanent  fund.

None  o f  t ha t  l and  was  eve r  su rveyed .  Soon  the  wor ld  came a long ,  t he  un i -

ve rs i t y  was  es tab l i shed ,  and  one  th ing  o r  ano the r ,  and  j us t  no th ing  eve r  hap -

pened ,  un t i l  t hey  rewro te  the  Cons t i t u t i on  i n  I 876 .  The  cons t i t u t i ona l  com-

mr ' ss ion  go t  down  to  h ighe r  educa t i on ,  and  they  found  ou t  t ha t  t h i s  l and  one

in  10  g ran t ,  wh ich  by l t ha t  t ime  was  amoun t ing  to  some 2 ,700 ,000  ac res ,  we l l

mos t  o f  i t  A i l u fgood  fa rm ' l and .  They  canee led  tha t  ou t  comp le te l y ,  and  subs -

t t t u ted  the re fo re  1 ,000 ,000  ac res  o f  t he  unapprop r ia ted  pub l i c  doma in .

Th is  m i l l i on  ac res  tha t  was  ava i l ab le  fo r  such  app rop r ia t i on  i ns tead  o f

be ing  good  fa rm land  was  fa i r  t o  poo r  g raz ing  1and ,  l oca ted  ou t  i n  UEs t  Texas .

t l iere was a very considerab]e compla int  f rom the suppor ters  of  the univers i ty

abou t  t he  un i ve rs i t y  be ing  robbed  because  o f  t ha t  man ipu ' l a t i on ,  and  the  comp la in t

was  so  l oud  tha t  i n  1881 ,  t he  l eg i s la tu re  o rde red  the  commiss ione r  down  in  the
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l and  o f f i ce  to  repo r t  f o  t he  l eg i s ' l a tu re  how much  pub l i c  doma in  ac tua l l y

was  ava i l ab1e .  I n  1BB3  he  repo r ted  tha t  because  o f  some d i scove red  i r regu la r -

i t i es  i n  su rvey ing  and  mos t l y  because  o f  l and  be ing  tu rned  back  to  the  pub l i c

doma in  by  the  ra i l r oads  because  they  d idn ' t  cons ide r  t hem wor th  su rvey ing ,

t hey  had  a  l i t t l e  ove r  2 ,000 ,000  ac res  on  hand .  The  l eg i s l a tu re  i n  1883  d i v i -

ded  th t s  50 /50  be tween  the  f ree  pub l i c  schoo l  f und  and  the  un i ve rs i t y .  Tha t

gave us what  they ca l l  the 2n000,000 acres.

Now,  i n  t he  same h ighe r  educa t i on  a r t i c l e  o f  t he  Cons t i t u t i on ,  a  l i ne  i n

the  Cons t i t u t i on  s t i pu la ted  t ha t  t he ' l eg i s l a tu re  sha l l  neve r  l evy  t axes  o r  ap -

p rop r r ' a te  mon ies  fo r  t he  cons t ruc t i on  o f  bu i ' l d i ngs  a t  t he  Un ive rs i t y  o f  Texas

o r  a t  i t s  b ranch ,  A&M Co11ege .  Under  the  Cons t i t u t i on  A&M i s  a  b ranch .  I

don ' t  know wha t  t he  th ink ing  was .  I  suppose  they  assumed  tha t  a  hundred  thou -

sand  do l l a r s  wou ld  t ake  ca re  o f  a l l  o f  t he  bu ld i ngs  t hey  wou ld  eve r  need ,  w i t h

the  f i r s t  E roup ,  and  ma in tenance  wou ld  come f rom the  l and .  Bu t  t ha t ' s  i t .

The  resu l t  was  tha t  f rom 1896  un t i l  a f t e r  O i l  was  d i scove red  i n  L923 ,  t he re

were  no  bu i ' l d tngs  bu i l t  on  the  Un ive rs i t y  o f  Texas  campus .  I  know tha t  f o l l ow-

ing World l , ' lar I  I  was a summer school student down there for two terms in L924

and  we  had  to  a t tend  c lasses  i n  o ld  shacks  tha t  had  been  pu t  on  the  campus

by  the  a rmy .  Soon  a f te r  o i l  was  d i scove red ,  a f te r  t he  bu i l d ing  o f  San ta  R i ta ,

they  d i scove red  o i l  a t  B ig  Lake ,  i t  became ev iden t  t ha t  t hey  rea l1y  had  an  ex -

tens i ve  i ncome.

Other  f ie ' lds were d iscovered L i - i i l  1926.  By 1931 the Board of  Regents per-

suaded  the  l eg i s la tu re  to  pass  an  ac t  au tho r i z i ng  them to  i ssue  bonds ,  revenue

bonds and p ' ledge the income f rom the investment  of  the permanent  funds as co l le-

tera l  for  the return of  these bonds.

Now,  tha t ' s  t he ron l y  way  tha t  f o r  many  many  yea rs  the  bu i l d ings  were  bu i l t ,

unt r ' l  the Wor ld h lar  I I  came on / jn(1,  the Federa l  Government  s tepped in .  There

i s  no  res t r i c t i on  on  how th i s  i ncome f rom the  pe rmanen t  f und  sha l l  be  spen t
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excep t  t ha t  t he  re tu rn  o f  t hese  bonds  has  f i r s t  ca l l .  Now a l so  i n  t he  pe r -

manen t  f unds  goes  the  g raz ing  l eases  f rom the  l ands ,  and  the re ' s  money  f rom

many  o the r  sou rces ,  I  don t t  know- -bu t  a ' l ' l  o f  t he i r  rep laceab le  i ncone  such

as  p r ' pe l i ne  easemen ts ,  t owns i te  easemen ts  g raz ing  l eases .  A ' l ' l  t ha t  t ype  o f

i ncome wh fch  reoccu rs  yea r  a f te r  yea r  goes  d i rec t ' l y  i n to  the  avd i l ab le  fund

but  not  the permanent  fund.

I , , le11 ,  I  suppose o i1 prdduct ion has s l  umped down a great  deal  ,  hasn ' t  i t?

Can we see the end of  o i l  income fo*  the unfvers i ty?

No .  I t  hasn r t  va r i ed  10  pe rcen t  i n  t he  l as t  f i ve  o r  s i x  yea rs .

They keep f indfng new jobs?

Yeah ,  t hey  keep  f i nd inE  new jobs .  They ' re  d r i l l i ng  o i l  we l l s  and  ; f t u rp rov ing

product ion methods and improv ing secondary recovery methods.  The income for

t he  l as t  t h ree  yea rs  has  been  r i gh t  a t  a  m i l l i on  do l1a rs  a  mon th .  I t  hasn ' t

ha rd ' l y  va r i ed .

l ^ l e l1 ,  do  you  wan t  t o  abk  Mr .  Ha igh  any th ing?

[e ' l ' l  ,  I  don t t  know wha t  you ' ve  a l ready  asked  h , im .

Eve ry th ing  I  can  th ink  o f .

You ' ve  go t ten  h i s  b iog raphy  the re .

We l l ,  we  made  a  s tab  a t  i t .

D id  you  ta l k  abou t  Cap ta in  K idd?

Yeah .  I 'm  su re  he  has  many  more  anecdo tes  abou t  Capp  i f  we 'd  ge t  h im  to  te l l  i t .

The re rs  a  l o t  o f  o the r  t h ings  tha t  we  cou ld  ta ' l k  abou t  Capp ,  and  so  many  th ings

happened as far  as Capp Kidd was concerned that  i t 's  pret ty  hard to  remember a l l

o f  these.  I  remember they shot  the garbage cans.

Wt\h- wfiat?

Guns ,  I  be l i eve  th f  s  happened  in  wha t  i s  Ke1 ly  Ha l ' l

dopmttory and some of the boys came back from Juf,rez

l t  was at  that  t ime a

one  Sa tu rday  n igh t  and
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proceeded to set  up the garbage cans down at  the end of  the hal  I  and have

ta rge t  p rac t r ' ce ,  Capp  was  l i v i ng  r i gh t  t he re  i n  h i s  res idence  and  he  was  up

the re  r i gh t  qu i ck ,  I  can ' t  r emember  the  de ta i l s  o f  a l l  t ha t  happened ,  t he re

was  so  much  o f  i t ,  i t  was  qu i te  a  commot ion .

S:  What  happened to the boys?

H: t^ Ie ' |1 ,  they remembered the c i rcumstances for  a  good many years.

S:  They dr 'dn ' t  get  suspended?

H:  No ,  t hey  d i dn t t  ge t  suspended .

S:  But  they Eot  a reminder .

H :  Yeah .

S:  I  hoped they had to  rep ' lace the garbage cans.

Hr  I  do remember,  they had to  rep lace the garbage cans.  That  is  correct .  They

had  to  h f re  a  con t rac to r  t o  pa tch  the  ho les  i n  t he  wa l l .

S :  They  mus t ' ve  had  the  ca fe te r i a  the re  i n  t ha t  bu i l d ing .

H :  I  be l i eve  t he  ca fe te r i a  was  down  i n  t he  l owe r . . . no ,  no .  I t  wasn r t  a  ca fe te r i a ,

i t  u ras  a  boa rd ing  house ,  run  by  Mrs .  Ne lson .

S :  You r re  no t  t a l k i ng  abou t  wha t  t hey  ca l l  t he  Educa t i on  Bu i l d i ng  now ,  Ke l l y  Ha l l ?

F l r  Yeah .  A t  t ha t  t ime  wha t  i s  now Burges  Ha l l  was  ca l l ed  Ke f ro  Ha l l ,  and  the

d in ing  room was  i n  the  l ower  pa r t .

S :  Yes ,  t ha t ' s  how come they  had  ga rbaEe  cans .

N:  l ' lhat  was the name of  that  ha l  I  before?

H :  Keno

N!"  Keno

H:  Yeah .  D id  you  eve r  p lay  Keno

N:  No .

S i  Thq t  was  the  one  tha t  was  ca l l ed  Burges  Ha11  a  l ong  t ime ,  and  now i t ' s  ca1 led

the  Educa t i on  Bu i ' l d i ng .
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H:  Yeah ,  t hey  changed  f rom Burges  to  Educa t i on .

S:  Yeah,  they moved Burges,  name to a d i  f ferent  ha l  I  .

H :  We l l ,  one  t h i ng  t ha t  happened  was . . . no ,  I  won ' t  t e l ' l  t h i $ -

S&N :  [Laugh )

H :  We ' l 1o  I  don t t  wanna  c r i t i c i ze  ce r ta in  peop le  too  much .  Bu t ,  maybe  we  can  pu t

i t  th is  way:  Two other  f reshman and I  dec ided that  we couldn ' t  take the board-

2t

ing ha ' l l  food anymore and we went  to

down on Santa Fe Street, and we kept

town. And a man got us an apartment

for  the rest  o f  the f reshman year .

down

Er
S:  We11,  everybody who ea ts  a t  a  dormf to ry  o r  a  co l lege ca fe te r ia  has  some leg i -

t imate  gr ievances .  There  have a lwyas  been.  Wel l ,  when I  was  there ,  they  used

to  have some mara thon poker  games in  tha t  bu i ld ing .

H :  Yes ,  tha t ' s  wha t  I r ve  heard ,  bu t  tha t  was  no t  wh i le  I  was  there .

S:  We11,  I  can  remember  when they  used to  s tack  a  man 's  room.

H: Probably the fact  that  I  moved out wi th these two other boys in that  apartment

is  why I  d idnr t  ge t  in to  poker  games.

S :  Tha t rs  wha t  saved  you .

Then af ter  that ,  I  l ived at  the American Legion for three years.

They  used to  s tack  a  boy ts  room once in  a  wh i le .  D id  you ever  do  tha t ,  s tack-

r'ng rooms ?

0h ,  yeah ,  Yes ,  Yes ,  I  go t  i n  on  one  o f  those ,  bu t ]uck i l y  tha t  wasn ' t  the  one

tha t  Capp caught  them a t .  h le1 ' l  ,  wou ' ld  you l i ke  to  know o f  my haz ing  o f  my ex-

perr tence out there?

Go ahead.

See, I  arr iyed here whdn I  was 31 years old in January,  and I  was h€re the

fol lowing October.  That made me about 10 to L2 years older than anybody e' lse

tn  c l  ass .
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What  yea r  was  tha t  Mr .  Ha igh?

792L .  The  sophomoees  were  ca r ry ing  on  the i r  regu la r  exe rc i ses  w i th  the  f resh -

man ,  and  they  d ldn t t  know wha t  t o  do  w i th  tha t  o ld  man .  F ina l l y  somebddy  dev -

e loped the idea they might  take the o1d man on a sn ipe hunt .  They approached

me on  the  sub jec t  and  I  was  ag reeab ' l e .  We l l ,  I  was  a  l i t t l e  b i t  f am i l i a r  w i th

the  sou the rn  end  o f  t he  F rank l i n  Moun ta ins  and  knew a  coup le  o f  t ra i l s  ove r

the re ,  and  a l so  knew abor l t  where  the  l oca t i ons  o f  t he  sn ipe  was  go ing  to  be .

In  fac t  I  had  been  on  a  sn ipe  hun t ' l ong  be fo re  I  eve r  came he re .  Bu t  I  wen t

a long  w i th  the  boys .

The nfght  I  was going to  the sn ipe hunt ,  I  borrowed a car  f rom /someon-e/

down at  the Amer ican Legion,  an o ld Model  T Ford.  I  parked i t  down there by the

foo t  o f  M t .  F rank l i n  on  th i s  S ide ,  down  be low  where  tha t  beacon  l i gh t  i s .  The

boys  took  me  ove r  t o  j us t  abou t  t he  same p1ace ,  d  l a rge  f l a t  rock ,  pa rked  me

on  tha t  rock  w i th  a  b ig  gunny  sack  and  a  Co leman  Lan te rn ,  and  then  they  took

o f f  down  the  h i l l .  The  i ns tan t  t ha t  I  cou ld  no t  hea r  t he  hab ra i l s  on  the  rocks

anymore ,  I  t ook  o f f .  We l ] ,  I  had  my  t ra i l  p i cked ,  I  came ove r  t h i s  way  on  the

mounta in,  r ight  down to my car .  I  knew where they were going.  And when they

r^ra lked in to the Big Kid Bar  in  Jua ' rez,  I  was s t i ind ing there,  had my foot  on

the  ra i l ,  and  a  schooner  o f  bee r .  Tha t  was  the  l as t  haz ing  tha t  happened  to  me .

Did they go to  0ro Grande for  St .  Pat 's  day?

0h ,  Yeah ,  yeah .

They  sbou ld l ve  go t ten  you  up  the re ,  shou ldn ' t  t hey?

I  suppose  t hey  cou ld r ve ,  bu t  t hey  d i dn ' t .  I  guess  t he  sn ipe  hun t ,  t he  resu ' l t s

was  j us t  t oo  much  fo r  t hem.  They  l e t  me  a lone .

Th is  i s  o f f  t he  sub jec t  o f  t he  co l l ege  a  momen t .  You  knew Ed  Du ' l haney ,  d idn ' t

you ?
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0h  yeah ,  ve ry  we l l .  I  used  to  work  fo r  h im  a t  t imes .

Where  was  th i s ,  i n  Los  Ange ' l es?

In  Los  Ange les ,  Th i s  was ' l ong  be fo re  Wor ld  t ^ l a r  I .  I  used  to  be  an  au tomo-

b r ' l e  mechan tc  and  spec ia ' l t y  d r i ve r .

i , l e l l ,  you  d idn ' t  t e l ' l  us  abou t  t ha t .  I  shou ld ' ve  qu i zzed  you  on  h im .

I  wan ted  to  ask  h im  abou t  A lbe r t  Bacon  Fa l l  and  Doheny ,  and  h i s  op in ion .

We11 ,  I  guess  i t  wou ldn ' t  hu r t  f o r  somebody  to  exp ress  an  op in ion .  Bu t  as

you  revnember ,  A lbe r t  Fa l l  was  conv i c ted  o f  t ak ing  a  b r i be ,  and  Ed  Doheny  was

charged  and  acqu i t t ed .  And  I  ag ree  w i th  tha t  dec i s ion  ve ry  much  because  o f

my associat ion wi th  Ed D6f teny.

l ' l e l I ,  t e l l  us  abou t  r ' t .

Ed Doheny '  A lber t  B.  Fa ' l l  and a man by the name of  John Mof f i t t  up at  K ing-

stonr  New Mext 'cor  were min ing par tners at  one t ime,  and they operated the

Vr ' rg t ' n ta  M ines .  Now th i s  V i rg in ' i a  M ine  i s  t he  one  tha t  I  wan t  t o  work  a t  i n

0ctoher  that  I  to ld  you about .  And they had gone out  and Johnny Mof f i t t  was

the owner of  i t .  Johnny Mof f i t t  came down here wi th  Sonora one t ime for  the

col lege here to work out a recovery text .  Professor who was the

Metal lurgy prof  gave that assignment to me and I  happened to do i t .  So when

these boys  came in  and took  over  the  mines ,  Johhny was sa t is f ied  w i th  what  I

cou ld  do  and he  r igh t  then h i red  me.  Wel '1 ,  they  broke up  the i r  par tnersh ip .

Doheny went to Los Angeles and got into law business, and Johnny stayed in

K ings ton .  A lber t  B .  Fa l l ,  o f  courser  go t  in to  po l i t i cs .

Now my assoc ia t ion  w i th  Ed Doheny was th is :  I  went  to  Los  Ange les ,  in

1!t08' and I worked for the Stoddard Dayton Motor Company. Stoddard Dayton

Motor  Company qu i t  in  1912 bu t  p rev ious  to  tha t  they  had pu t  ou t  an  au tomobi le

that was somehow comparable to a Packard.  A few people at  Stoddard Dayton had

dr ivers.  Ed Doheny wad one of  those, and he had a favor i te dr iver there by
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the name of  Ray scot t .  } ' lhen RAy was t ied up wi th  someth ing I  was Mr.

Doheny ' s  second  cho ice  and  I  d rove  h i s  au tomob i l e  qu i te  a  few  m i ' l es .  One

t ime Rdy Scot t  a i lo fZ to t ing back Mr.  Doheny f rom a t r ip  to  San Francisco,

and Ray was te l l tng Mr.  Doheny about  a dream that  he had.  In  those days

when you had an automobi ' le  rdpai red,  i f  you wanted the d i f ferent ia l  f ixed

you went  to  a Earage on one s ide of  town;  i f  you wanted a radiator  f ixed

you had to go across town.  Ray had the idea of  a  one stop repai r  shop,  and

Mr.  Doheny was in terested and asked h im a few quest ions and sa id i t  sounded

l ike a good idea.  That  was the end of  i t  as far  as they were concerened.

They got  back on Saturday n ight ,  and the fo l lowing Monday morning a long

a f i ou t  t en  o rc ' l ock  the  phone  rang  and  somebody  asked  fo r  Sco t t ,  and  I  sa id ,

' n tde l l  Ray  t s  ou t  on  an  ass ignmen t .  Th i s  i s  Be r te  Ha igh . "  And  he  sa id ,  "Th i s

ts  Ed Doheny.  h le l l  you te l l  Ray Scot t  when he comes in ,  there is  $30,000

do l l a rs  to  h i s  c red i t  down  a t  t he  Fa rmers  and  Merchan ts  Bank ,  and  we ' l l  s ta r t

t he  repa i r  s ta t i on . "  The re  were  no  papers  a t  t ha t  t imeo  o r  any th ing  e l se ;

just  that  waS i t .  Severa l  years la ter r  som€ people f rom Los Angeles came out

and  bough t  t h i ' s  m ine  tha t  Johnny  Mo f f i t t  had  on  a  Lease  and  Bond  s i t ua t i on .

They maneuvered around to acqui re possession of  the proper ty .  Someway or

ano the r ,  t he ' l eEa l  de ta i l  o f  wh ich  I  am no t  f am i l i a r ,  t hey  go t  i t  t h rown  in to

a forec losure sa le and then i t  was put  up for  publ ic  auCt$on down in  the coui t -

house here in  E ' l  Paso,  on a cer ta in  day.

The morning that  th is  sa le was to  take p lace,  Johnny Mof f i t t  who was stay-

t ' nE  a t  t he  De l  Nor te  Ho te l , 9o t  a  te leg ram f rom Ed  Doheny .  A l l  t he  te leg ram

says ,  was ,  "50 r000  do l l a rs  you r  c red i t  F i r s t  Na t i ona l  Bank .  B id  tha t  p rope r t y

in .  Now I  persona' l ly  know that  there never  v las an exchange of  notes or  any-

th ing e lse involved there.  Now Ray Sdot t  was a f r iend,  a  man in  whom Doheny had

con f idence .  He  needed  $30 ,000  o r  $35 ,000  do l l a rs ,  and  Doheny  shove led  i t  ou t .
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His  ex -pa r tne r  Johnny  Mo f f i t t  was  i n  a  pos i t i on  where  he  needed  he ]p ,  and

Ed  Doheny  sen t  t he  he1p .  h le  come now to  A ' l be r t  B .  Fa l ]  ,  A lbe r t  B .  Fa l l  go t

to  where  he  needed  tha t  $100 ,000  do l l a rs  they  were  ta l k in  abou t ,  and  Ed

Doheny  gave  i t  t o  h r 'm  w i th  no  though t  o f  any th ing  e l se  excep t  he ' s  he lp ing

ou t  h i s  o1d  pa r t he r .  Tha t ' s  my  op in i on .

S :  So  how do  you  f i gu re  tha t  Fa l l  shou ' l d t ve  been  accused  o f  t ak ing  the  b r i be

and  tha t  Ed  Doheny  shou ld  no t?

H :  Tha t  i  don ' t  know .  The re ' s  t oo  rnuch  po l i t i c s  t he re .  Tha t  I  don ' t  know  abou t .

0 f  cou rse  i t  a l l  was  a  resu l t  o f -Teapo t  Dome and  eve ry lbh ing  e l se  a l l  p i l ed  up

on  i t  t he re .  And  I  suppose  the  i nves t i ga to rs  found  ou t  abou t  t h i s  $100 ,000

do l l a r s .

S :  Yeah .  Pnobab ' l y  Doher r r y  had  no  such  though t  i n  m ind .

H :  I 'm  conv inced ,  and  a lways  w i l l  be ,  t ha t  he  had  no  such  though t  i n  m ind .

5 :  h l e11 ,  i t r s  p re t t y  comp l i ca ted .

N :  Wha t  d td  Doheny  l ook  l i ke?

H:  The  ques t ton  you  j us t  asked  i s  somewha t  d i f f i cu l t  f o r  me  to  answer ,  f i r s t

because  desc r ib ing  peop le  i s  someth ing  a t  wh ich  I  am ve ry  de f i n i t e ' l y  i n fe r i o r .

A l so  th i s  occu r red  a round  60  yea rs  ago .  Bu t  as  I  reca l l  Mr .  Doheny  i n  my  m ind ,

he was a ' lways a neat  appear ing gent leman,  probab. ly  about  5 foot  9  or  10,  as I

reca l l  we igh ing  somewheres  a round  abou t  175  pounds .  lHe  wore  a  modera te  s i zed

mous tache ,  was  a lways  the  gen t l eman ,and  appeard  so .  And  tha t ' s  ab6u t  a l l  I

ca1 l  t e l 1  you  a t  t h i s  t ime .

N:  l ' Ie l  I  that  sounds f ine.

H :  D r .  Sonn ichsen ,  we l 'we re  rem in i sc ing  a  wh i l e  ago .  I  j us t  t hough t  o f  one  tha t

you  m igh t  l i ke  to  have  some k ' i nd  o f  a  wrap  i t  up .  I  be l i eve  I ' ve  men t ioned

tha t  I  was  Cha i rman  o f  t he  S tuden t  Ac t i v i t i es  Commi t tee .  A t  t he  t ime  I  l e f t

he re  I  was  wha t  t hey  ca l l ed  o f f i c i a l ' l y  o r  uno f f i c i a ' l lV ,  D i rec to r  o f  S tuden t
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Ac t i v i t i es ,  I  was  on  the  A th le t i c  Con fe rence  fo r  qu i te  some t ime .  Th i s

b r ings  me  to  my  s to ry .  I n  L944 ,  we  had  a  j un io r  co l l ege  t rans fe r ,  I  be l i eve

f rom 0ka lahoma Jun r ' o r  co l l ege  by  the  name o f  c lea rance  0 .  wa lke r ,  Known  as

Ch ick .  Ch ick  was  pa r t  I nd ian .  Be ing  b rough t  down  he re  to  p lay  foo tba l l ,  he

was  a l l  r evved  up  w i th  a  l o t  o f  Pee-Dogg ie  cou rses  wh ich  p resumab ly  wou ' l d  be

ve ry  easy  to  pass .  Tha t  was  no t  C l i t ck ' s  ap t i t ude .  I n  f ac t ,  D r .  J :0 .  Ward

and  I  we re  so r t  o f  co -sponso rs  fo r  h la l ke r ,  and  we  had  one  dev i l  o f  a  t ime

keep ing  h im  e l i g i b l e .  I n  one  i n te r v i ew  w i t h  h im  some th ing  came  up  wh i ch  i nd i -

ca ted  tha t  he  m iEh t  be  i n te res ted  i n  Eng inee r ing ,  so  we  took  B ro the r  l ^ l a l ke r

down for  an in terv iew wi th  Capp Kidd.  And the outcome of  that  was Qhat  af ter

Capp  had  ta l ked  to  h im  qu i te  a  wh i l e ,  he  became conv inced  tha t  he  m igh t  be  a

reasonably  good engineer ing s tudent ,  so we t ransferred h i ,m over  to  Engineer ing

and  Wa lke r  t ook  to  i t  l i ke  a  duck  to  the  wa te r .  He  ended  up  be ing  one  o f  ou r

ve ry  bes t  f o0 tba l l  p laye rs ,  a  good  eng inee rn  and  a f te r  g radua t ion  wen t  t o  work

for  E l  Paso Natura l  Gas Company,  where he made a name for  h imsel f .
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