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REMARKABLE PROGRESS LED BY ALUMN~, 
FACULTY ON TRACK TO TIER ONE 

When UTEP opened its new Bioscience Research Building on a typically 
beautiful El Paso day in early September, among the guests on campus to cel
ebrate this magnificent five-story, 140,000-square-foot home of the Border 
Biomedical Research Center (BBRC) were Dr. James Rohack, UTEP alumnus 
and current president of the American Medicaf Association, and Dr. Willarda 
Edwards, UTEP alumna and president of the National Medical Association. 

The ·return to campus of such accomplished alumni for this momentous 
occasion-an occasion made ~1 the more memorable by its relevance to the 
pt;ofessions of service to which both noted physicians have dedicated their tal
ents-adds another entry to a growing list of affirmations of UTEP's progress 
in becoming the institution envisionea by so many dedicated faculty, admin-
istrators and staff. -:. 

As we celebrated UTEP's dynamic trajectory toward Tier One status on 
Sept. 3, another exceptional alumnus orbited Earth, a specialist on NASA's mis
sion STS-128 aboard the International Space Station and a symbol of UTEP's 
boundless potential and the grasp of each Miner willing to take on its challenge. 
Danny Olivas, self-described "average kid from El Paso," accepted the chal-
lenge and walked in space. · · 

As this issue of UTEP Magazine attests, UTEP's fast-growing bioscience re
search community accepts big challenges as wel l. We're putting grant money to 
work on real-world initiatives toward understanding cancer and other diseases, . 
and the extraordinary scientists in the BBRC are preparing a new generation of 
investigators dedicated to the improvement of quality of life. This Issue features 
several such studies utilizing emerging scientific applications of pharmacoge
nomic therapies and diagnostics. Among these are projects targeting leukemias 
and lymphomas, colorectal cancers and hormone-resistant cancers such as can

cer of the prostate, 
as well as a prom
ising inquiry into 
the cell-division 
mechanisms that 
play a role in can
cer-cell growth. 
UTEP's research 
teams, including 
many bright, tal
ented students led 
by their accom
plished mentors, 
are working at the 
vanguard of scien
tific achievement. 

UTEP President Diana Natalicio, center, is flanked by Superintendent Nicho 
Pefia, left, and Assistant Superintendent Dusty Gallas of Vaughn Construction 
at the "topping out" ceremony for the new College of Health Sciences/ School 
of Nursing Building in December 2009. 

As we work 
diligently to reach 
and exceed the 
research funding 
levels that will 
secure UTEP's 
future as a Tier 
One institution, 

our success will be amplified by state matching funds under the newly enacted 
Texas Research Incentive Program (TRIP), wh~eh matches the private research
designated gifts that have already begun to multiply in response to the state's 
affirmation of our future potential. For their invaluable support, we thank our 
generous friends and donors. 

UTEP's remarkable progress rests on the sustained efforts of so many who 
believe in our dual mission of providing accessible education to this border 
region's future leaders while achieving world-class excellence in research and 
academic inguiry. This University will remain an institution able to boost a 
first-generatton college student to unimagined achievement, to broaden the 
cultural outlook of a talented high achiever, and to launch an "average kid" who 
likes to tinker with machines to unlimited heights. James Rohack, Willarda 
Edwards, Danny Olivas and many thousands of alumni and future graduates 
are both beneficiaries and creators of the greatness that is fostered every day on 
The University of Texas at El Paso campus . 
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UTEP'S NEW 
STUDENT HEALTH 

CENTER OPENS 

The new facility boasts four examination rooms, each one 
designed to provide practical experience for students 
pursuing medical careers. 

UTEP's new Student Health Center is 
another progressive move toward a 
healthier lifestyle and academic success 

among University students, UTEP Presi-
dent Diana Natalicio said during the center's 
ribbon-cutting ceremony on Jan. 25. 

Elected state officials and University staff, 
students, faculty and administrators at
tended the event inside Union Building East 
that included tours ·of the facility and fiealthy 
refreshments. 

Natalicio called the center, with its 
distance-learning classroom, additional health 
care equipment, therapies and treatments, 
along with opportunities for health-related 
research, another cog in UTEP's efforts to be
come <\Tier One (national research) university. 

"Wellness, as we all know, enhances 
achievement," she said. 

A few minutes later, she was among a 
--group, including State Rep. Dan Branch, R
Dallas, chairman of the House committee on 
higher education, that together cut the ribbons 
extending from a.n orange and white bow 
outside the center's front door. 

The group, which-included members of the 
, El Paso contingent .of s.tate representatives, 
was among the first to tour tfie center with 
Am-alia Dudzienski, center director. She de-

•., 

scribed the .l?urpose of each room and special 
piece of equipment. 

The center's spacious hallways soon filled 
with UTEP family who asked questions of 
the 14 staff members, including a nutritionist 
and therapists. 

Kathleen Curtis, Ph.D., dean of the Col
lege of Health Sciences, proudly emphasized 
the center's multifaceted potential to serve 
students either as r.atients or as a practical arm 
to honing their skills. 

For example, students from the College of 
Health Sciences will have opportunities to 
gain rractical experience through the center, 
and pharmacy students will serve part of their 
clinical rotations there. 

"This will be-the cornerstone of the Uni
versity's well ness program," C::urtis said. 

UTEP President Diana 
Natalicio, center, cuts 
the ceremonial ribbon to 
open the new Student 
Health Center with, from 
left, State Reps. Dan 
Branch, Joe Moody, 
Marissa Marquez and 
Norma Chavez along 
with UTEP Vice Presi
dent for Student Affairs 
Richard Padilla and 
Kathleen Curtis, dean 
of the College of Health 
Sciences. -

Particia Chon, Pharm.D., prepares 
prescriptions for a custom·er 
in the pharmacy, a feature of 

,-. the new center that will make 
--., visits more convenient for 

students, staff and faculty. 

The center's size-6,512 square feet-ac
cessibility and carabilities spoke volu mes to 
Branch, author o last year's House B.ill 51, 
which will help UTEP and six other state uni
yers~tie~ on their v.:ay_ to becoming Tie_r One 

·mstitutwns. He said It showed the Umver- . 
sity's commitment to its students, including 
those who think they are "invincible." 

University officials dedicated $841,250 to 
renovate an area formerly used by the UTEP 
Bookstore for storage to house the center. 
Construction began last July. 

Other benefits of the new, expanded 
center include more patient privacy, a larger 
pharmacy and more storage space for medica
tions and medical records. There also will be 
dedicated space for physical and occupational 
therapy services. ~ 
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iUCCESS 
STORIES BY ROBERT L. SELTZER 

ical school, according 
to the Association of 
American Medical 
Colleges. 

"From a student's 
perspective, the trip is a very rewarding, informative and motivating 
experience," Daniel De Los Santos, a UTEP prad attending the UT 
Health Science Center in San Antonio, said. You're an undergrad 
knowing you want to be a doctor, but you are far from actually real
izing how much work goes into being one. You idealize what it might 
be to be a doctor, resident or medical student from the information you 
read online or watch on television. Not until you actually step onto a 
medical teaching campus do y:ou start to form that idea into a reality." 

If the bus trip helps the students decide on a medical school, a new 
prep course for the MCAT (Medical College Admission Test) helps them 
get into the school. 

"I'm optimistic," Ekal said. "I'm always optimistic." 
Judging from the success of the Medical Professions Institute, she 

has reason to be. 

ENTERING STUDENT PROGRAM 
HELPS NEWCOMERS ADJUST TO 
UNIVERSITY LIFE 
l~m~~,i~l!llflllllNQHWfA'f:11111ih'JII1Ltimf!ltJ•••M~~>t 

The Entering Student Program helps guide freshmen and other ne~ 
students at UTEP through their first months on campus. 

"Starting college can be an intimidating experience," Dorothy 
Ward, director of the proFam said. "Just think-the University is a 
whole new environment.' 

To help students transition successfully into the University and to 
increase their opportunities for academic success, the Entering Student 
Program offers two Core Curriculum courses-UNIV 1301 and 
UNIV 2350-and learning communities, which enroll students in two 
or more linked classes. . 

Launched in 1999, the Entering Student Program helps students de
velof their critical thinking and academic success skills, practice the hab
its o scholarship, and take advantage of campus resources that include 
everything from the University Wnting Center to the UTEP Library. 

The instructors range from engineering to English professors, with 
course themes 'tailored to their specific disciplines. 

Part of the beauty of these classes is that professors are assisted by 
student leaders who understand what their peers are experiencing and 
who can serve as role models and guides for entering students. 

"Students can he a . about the · mportance of time management or 
the effectiveness of'study groups from a· professor and, gifted though 
the professor may'be, the advtce doesn't have as much impact as it does 
coming from a peer,". Ward said. 

Peer leaders mus~ be full-time sophomores with a minimum GPA of 
lO, sa1d Shawna Clemente, who coordinates the program for UTEP. The 
leaders often learn as much as the stuqents they assist, Clemente said. 

'·• 

"Peer leaders are really teaching assistants," she said. "They have 
their own office hours ... It's so much fun to watch the peer leaders 
grow, to watch them progress." 

As coordinator of the program, Clemente hires about 100 peer lead
ers every summer, one for every class taught during the fall semester. 

"Some want to pursue teaching, but many others don't," she said. 
"They do it because they want to provide the same kind of help they 
received as freshmen. They want to give back." 

Giving back, as Clemente has discovered, helps the giver as much as 
it does the recipient. 

"I think the enthusiasm everyone feels is contagious," she said. 
Sandra Enriquez, a former peer leader who recently received her 

bachelor's degree in history, is a prime example. 
"I am a people person," Enriquez, who is pursuing her master's 

degree in U.S./ Mexico borderland history, said. "I love to work and 
interact with different people. Being a peer leader gets you to interact 
with students from different backgrounds, as well as be a mentor figure 
for their college career." 

As a peer leader, she helped herself by helping others. 
"The largest satisfaction I received was seeing some of the students 

I worked with get involved not only at UTEP, but also in the com
munity," she satd. "Many of the students have done many great things, 
including becoming peer leaders themselves." 

GLOBAL LEARNING COMMUNITY 
LINKS UTEP TO AUSTRALIA 
l!ilfA1~!-iliiQilll6if1iJIIIjjii~'li~•iiluli li~'li:ll 

As part of the program, the University features a Global Learning 
Community in whidi UTEP students share notes, data and experiences 
with students at Victoria University in Melbourne, Australia. 

The class is UNIV 1301. 
Through a Web site and two video conferences, the students erase 

the thousands of miles between them, turning the globe into a com
munity of learning and understanding. 

The global inittative addresses all the concerns of the Entering Stu
dent Program in general, including connecting students to the campus 
and easing their transition to higher e9-ucation. 

At the same time, however, the Global Learning Community bro'!d
- ens the horizons of students in both institutions, lielping th~ni bond · 

through shared information about their culture, their history and their 
aspirations. 

"The GLC is an important initiative .that expands the walls of the 
classroom for first-year students, and it is an initiative that required 
significant collaboration among units on the UTEP campus as well as 
collaboration between UTEP and VU," said Irma Montelongo, UNIV 
1301 course instructor. 

The initiative does what all great classes do: it helps students travel 
the world, via their imaginations and intellects. 

.. 
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attended the "boot camp" before his senior year at Americas High 
School in 2005. 

"I thought it would get me away from my parents for one week in 
the summer, and that was cool," Rodriguez said, laughing. "But, then, 
I got excited about helping my community. I was into science and engi
neering, but now I'm interested in public policy, because I want to give 
back. The program changed my life." 

Rodriguez, who wants to pursue a master's in Public Policy, served 
- an internship with the U.S. State Department last summer. H1s focus 

was on the Merida Initiative, designed to help Latin American coun
tries deal with raging drug violence. He would not have been there 
without the CYnergy program. One individual gives, and the other 
gives back-that is what CYnergy is all about. 

STUDENTS CREATE CYNERGY 
THROUGH COMMUNITY SERVICE 

Science Professor Kathleen Staudt in 1998, the 
center created a forum allowing students to work in the community
in schools, courtrooms and sentor citizens' centers-and apply what 
they learned on campus. 

In the 12 years since the center opened, more than 12,000 students 
have participated in the programs, totaling more than 300,000 hours of 
community service. 

"Civic enga~ement opens their ey:es to issues they might not have 
been aware of,' Azuri Ruiz, the current director of the center, said . 
"It builds networks, and it sometimes creates career paths the students 
may not have considered before." 

The center works jointly with about 40 classes spanning all de
partments, including business, political science, cnminal justice and 
university studies. 

One of the programs for which students may volunteer-Ni Una 
Mas, a phrase derived from the mass murder of women in Juarez-af
fords students the opportunity to sit in on domestic violence trials, 
monitoring the proceedings for the El Paso Center Against Family 
Violence. 

"The students observe the trials and report on them objectively,'' 
Ruiz said. "T\ley then give the data to the Center (Against) Family 
Violence. One student noted that a judge fell asleep during the trial. 
That judge wasn't re-elected." 

One of the most dynamic programs offered by the Center for Civic 
Engagement is CYnergy: Civic, Youth, Energy. It follows the same 
principles as the other programs-trying to engage students with their 
community-but there are no ~rades involved. And the students are 
the teachers, although their efforts are supervised by University profes
sors. 

The students sponsor what one former participant calls a "pleas
ant boot camp" designed to engage their counterparts in high schools 
throughout the area. The UTEP students teach the high sdiool stu
dents how to improve the quality of life in their communities. 

The high school students, selected by their principals, attend the 
"boot camp" during the summer, staying in Miner Village for a week. 
They learn the art of public speaking, often attending Cny Council 
and County Commissioners meetings. When they return to their 
schools in the fall, they apply what they learned during their UTEP 
experience. · . . ; 

"I think it hell?s their critical thinking, and they learn to appreci
ate their community more," j~nnifer Rodriguez, the service learning 
coordinator for the ~enter, said. 

Frank R'?drigu,ez,, n?w a :se~icir political science major at UTEP, 

' "' 
'·• 

ENGLISH PROGRAM ENHANCES 
LEARNING IN OTHER AREAS 

III~IIB!IW~~~~~·~·~~~··:II\ifiiiJill8dl.i:l~t•:ltJ:IIIii'l 
ccuratJ y Interpreting and effectively conveying information are 

skills necessary for students in all areas of study. 
All educators recognize the connection, but the faculty of the De

velopmental ~n~lish Program is focused on helping students improve 
those key foundational skills. 

"Students have to read for every subject they take, whether it's 
math, science or English," Cheryl Baker Heller, the director of the 
program, said. "They will all have to be able to read and write in their 
personal lives, too. And when they are not able to do that, when they 
use incorrect English, they are judged in a very personal way that af-
fects their self-esteem." -

A total of about 700 students enter the D'evelopmental English pro-
gram every year, most of them freshmen. · 

Launched in 1989, the program offers two courses and one lab, 
which are required for incommg students whose scores on a place
ment exam, called the ACCUPLACER, ingicate they are not ready for 
college-level English classes. ·. 

Some students must take Developmental Reading, 0310, or Develop
mental Writing, 0311, before mavin~ on to college-level courses. 

Other students may take a Developmental Writing lab, 0111, con
currently with their freshman composition course, English 1311. 

"If students placed into the program, it doesn't mean they are not 
smart,'' Heller said. "It may just mean that they did not take the test 
well that day, or that their reading skills just were not quite up to it at 
that moment." 

The program maintains smaller class sizes to provide more individu
alized attention. 

"We're very student-centered," she said. "We believe they're smart 
and that they can succeed. They just need some strategies to help them 
become more proficient readers, and it helps that our classes are very 
small, capred at 15 or 20 students." 

Some of the students are also involved in "learning communities,'' 
which link two or more classes, allowing their Developmental English 
class to use textbooks from other courses such as history, sociology or 
political science. 

Students may also get adsfitional support online. The overall strat
egy is paying off. Heller saiJ approximately 80 percent of the students 
pass their Develofmental English courses, and they go on to succeed in 
their college-leve classes as well. · · 

"I was nervous about taking the class because I thought it would 
make me seem less i'ntellectual in the eyes of my peers," Rebecca J au- . 

- Fegui; a sophomore, said. "It was more about the pressure to impress 
my friends than actually taking the course." 

Jauregui need not have worried-she earned a Bin her firs t college-
level English course. .. 

"The study and note-taking skills have helped me a great deal in oth
er courses such as anthropology,'' she said. "I am glad I had the oppor
tunity to take part in the program and work with the professor I had." ~ 

.. 
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A TIME TO HEAL 
' The friendship between Edwards and Rohack also will 
send a mes~age of healing between the two organizations. The 
NMA was established in 1895, at a time when the AMA stood 
silent while its affiliated state and local medical associations 
excluded blacks from membership. Even through the early 
1960s, as the Civil Rights Act was being debated and shaped, 
the AMA remained on the sidelines as many affiliates continued 
to discriminate. 

AMA membership, which brought with it 
hospital privileges, specialty training and in
valuable professional support and mentoring, 
was nearly impossible for blacks to gain until 
the late '60s. 

. ., 
'• ' 

Top: J. James Rohack, M.D., is sworn in as 
president of the American Medical Association 
(AMA) in June 2009. 
Above: Willarda V. Edwards, M.D. , is sworn 
in as president of the National Medical Associa
tion (NMA) in July 2009. 
Left: UTEP alumni J. James Rohack, M.D., 
and Willarda V. Edwards, M.D., are honored as 
pioneers of El Paso health care. 

·' 

.. 

bilingual and well-prepared professionals ready to make a dif
ference. 

At the national level, the AMA, NMA and other minority 
medical associations have launched a number of health equity 
initiatives, which Edwards and Rohack said are critical to 
improving the health of all Americans, no matter their racial, 
ethnic or economic background. 

In 1992, the AMA created the Minority Affairs Consortium 
to liaison with the maior minority medical associations and 
launch initiatives to put more minorities in the medical edu

cation pipeline. In 2004, the AMA, NMA and 
National Hispanic Medical Association created the 
Commission to End Health Care Disparities. That 
same year, the AMA Foundation Minority Scholars 
program was created, awarding $10,000 scholar
ships to 12 students in 2008. 

Another initiative close to Edwards and 
Rohack is the AMA's Doctors Back to School 
program, which brings minority physicians into 
elementary and high school classrooms. 

In July 2008, the AMA formally apologized 
for its history of racism against black doctors. 
In years prior to the apology, however, the 
AMA, NMA and other minority medical 
associations had been making solid .progress, 
opening lines of communication and launching 
health equity initiatives. J. James Rohack, M.D., '76 

"Our relationship will help with the heal
ing over the association's past discrimination 
problems," Rohack said. "It's an honor to work 

Edwards said it is important for children from 
minority and low-income backgrounds to see 
firsthand that it is possible to overcome adversity 
and become a phys1cian. 

with Dr. Edwards." 

REVERSING TRENDS 

"Don't just look for talented students in col
lege, look tor them in grade school-make sure 
they know they can achieve this kind of goal," 
Edwards said. 

Rohack said he's excited about the year 
ahead, working with Edwards to build upon the 

The desire to reverse health disparities success of Doctors Back to School and many 
also is a priority among UTEP educators and other initiatives that will help solve the problem 
researchers who live and work in the predomi- of health disparities. 
nantly Hispanic Paso del Norte region. "We'll be focusing on the issues of covering 

In collaboration with The University of the uninsured, improving the value of what is 
Texas at Houston School of Public Health-E) W1llarda V. Edwards, M.D., '72 being paid for in health care, and continuing to 
Paso Regional Campus, UTEP operates the improve health care quality while finding ways to 
Hispanic Health Disparities Research Center, which 'supports decrease administrative waste," Rohack said. 
a number of important health disparity studies and research "We hope that during our presidencies we'll have opportu-
programs. Many others aim to increase the number of un- nities to have joint visits, perhaps even to the UTEP campus, 
Clerrepresented minorities in the medical field, drawing on to speak about the importance of making sure all Americans 
the strengths of the student population it serves: bicultural, have access to quality health care," he said. ~ 
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The cast of Jack Goes Boating L-R: John Ortiz, Amy Ryan, Daphne Rubin-Vega and Philip Seymour Hoffman 
(Academy Award Winner for Capote and director of Jack Goes Boating) at the 2010 Sundance Film Festival 

Vienna Festival this summer) 
founded LAB in the early 
1990s," Rubin-Vega said. "It 
has expanded and l::lecome more 
diverse. But Lab was never spe
cifically Latino. It was just ma
jority Latino. We were proud 
to be Latinos, but we were also 
proud to be good." 

And that provides us with 
a clue as to why she is such a 
good role model, for those who 
choose to confer that status 
upon her. She is Latina. She is 
proud. And she is good-very, 
very good-at her craft. 

"At the time Rubin-Vega 
starred in Rent, there were re
ally not a lot of Hispanic stars 
on Broadway," Barba said. 
"Yes, you had Chita Rivera and 
Rita Moreno, the uber-famous 

"I call that my Mommy album," said Rubin-Vega, who is 
married to Tommy Costanzo, the brother of her former sing
ing partner with Pajama Party, Marialisa Costanzo. 

Latina women of the '50s and 
'60s, but they were from an 

earlier generation. Rubin-Vega brought the face of a brown 
performer to a new generati0n, which I think is great." ~ 

"IF PtOPLE SEE ME AS A ROLE MODEL, AS A LATINA WHO HAS ATTRACTED A CERTAIN AMOUNT OF ATTENTION, I EMBRACE THE NOTION," 
RUBIN-VEGA SAID. "I TRY TO LIVE MY LIFE AS HONESTLY AS I CAN. I TRY NOT TO HURT ANYONE, EITHER BY MY ACTIONS OR MY WORDS. I ___. 

MAKE CHOICES THAT OTHER PEOPLE MIGHT NOT MAKE, BUT I RESERVE THE RIGHT TO DO THAT, BECAUSE IT IS MY-LIFE." 

Tommy Costanzo, a 1988 graduate of Yale University who 
played on the soccer team that won the Ivy League Cham
pionship two years earlier, is now vice president of Vornado 
Realty Trust, one of the largest publicly traded real estate 
comfanies in the country. 

" recorded the album when I was pregnant with Luca," 
Rubin-Vega said. · 

Luca, their so.n, is now 4 years old. 
Motherhood has helped Rubin-Vega recognize the impor

tance of role models, although she does not see herself as a role 
model for Latino artists or others. 

"You don't decide you're going to be a role model," she 
said. "S9meone else confers that status upon you." 

She recognizes, however, that young Latino artists may 
look up to her for inspiration. 

"Ifjeople see-me. as a role model, as a Latina who has at
tracte a certain amount of attention, I embrace the notion," 
she said. "I try to live my life as honestly as I can. I try not 
to hurt anyone, either by my actions or my words. I make 
choices that other people might not make, but I reserve the 
right to do that, because it is my life." 

And what a life it has been. In addition to her two Tony 
nominations, she received the Theatre World Award for her 
debut performance in Rent and the Blockbuster award for Best 
Supporting Actress in Wild Things. She has also portrayed Fan
tine in the revival of Les Miserables, Magenta in the Broadway 
production of The Rocky Horror Show, and Martirio in The 
House of.Bernarda Alba, the last play by Federico Garcia Lorca. 

Rubin-Vega appears in a new film, Jack Goes Boating, re
prising her role m the 2007 Broadway play. It features Sey
mour Hoffman, who also directed the mov1e. Seymour Hoff
ma-n is a fellow member of LAByrinth Theater Company-a 
multicultural' collaborative of actors that produces new plays 
reflecting the voices iJ! the New York community. 

"John Ortiz (who starred as Othello on the stage in the ... 
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FOR INFORMATION ABOUT FUTURE PRODUCTIONS AT THE UTEP DINNER 
THEATRE, CALL 915-747-5234 OR VISIT WWW.UTEP.EDU-/TICKETS @ .. 
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CREDIT U~ION'S CHOICE BENEFITS FUTURE LEADERS 
BY DANIEL PEREZ 

T heEl Paso Employees Federal Credit 
Union recently established a self-named 
scholarship fund to benefit students 

from The University of Texas at El Paso with 
ties to their company. 

The goal is simple: to help the future leaders 
of the El Paso community achieve their dreams. 

Credit union officials, who have 
provided more than $260,000 as grants-in
aid scholarships to UTEP students since 
1993, decided late last year to start the new 
fund, said Ken Walters, company executive 
vice president. 

"We figured UTEP (scholarship) officials 
were better suited than we are at finding 
those dynamic, energetic students who could 
best use the help," said Walters, who earned 
his undergraduate degree from West Texas 
State in Canyon, Texas, with the help of a 
football scholarship. 

He said officials at the 73-year-old credit 
union chose to offer financial assistance 
because they realized the hardships many 
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parents face trying to send their children to 

college. They hope their contribution-$1,500 
per student per year-will help keep those 
students in the classroom. 

Both recipients of this year's credit union 
scholarships- freshmen Art Armendariz and 
Oscar Nunez-said they would have had to 
work part-time jobs or take out student loans 
if not for the financial assistance. 

"The money helps tremendously," Nunez said. 
But more than that, he said the scholarship 

proves that hard work pays off. On top of 
maintaining an "A" average, the Eastwood 
High School graduate played alto saxophone 
in the school marching band and participated 
in civic activities such as painting and cleaning 
homes of the less fortunate and volunteering 
with the Susan G. Komen Race for the Cure. 

Nunez wants to become a mechanical 
engineer and create more fuel-efficient cars 
that can compete against foreign models. 

Armendariz, who like Nunez, comes from 
a family where both parents have college 

degrees, called the scholarship a blessing. 
"My family is not well off, so this 

scholarship means a lot," he said. 
Besides earning high academic marks at 

El Paso's Hanks High School, the electrical 
engineering major volunteers his time at his 
church and helps at its annual fall fes tival. 

By the time the scholarship program hits 
its full stride in 2013, $12,000 in scholarships 
will be awarded annually to eight students who 
meet the requirements: full-time enrollment, a 
3.0 GPA and membership in the credit union 
by either themselves or their parents. The 
scholarships can be renewed if the student 
continues to meet the criteria. 

"There are lots of people in El Paso who 
would love to attend UTEP, but they can't 
because of a lack of funds," Walters said. "We 
hope these scholarships can put a dent in 
tuition and related costs and help kick start 
someone's opportunity." 

The credit union serves about 46,000 members 
at its eight branches throughout the city. ~ 
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