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The University of Texas at El Paso
UTEP Heritage Commission -- Research Committee

June 30, 2020

History of Recognizing Academic Honors at UTEP

Over the years of recognizing academic achievement at UTEP, there have been two 
primary approaches, events and courses/programs, though which academic excellence has 
been recognized on the UTEP campus.  Recently UTEPʼs Dr. P. J. Vierra, Ph.D, Asst. Dir., 
Institutional Advancement, published a Backgrounder on the “Honors at UTEP,” in which Dr. 
Vierra discusses UTEP Honors Lists. Organizations, Events, and Programs, from the 
beginnings up through the founding of the University Honors Program in 1981.  Dr. Vierraʼs 
prepublication manuscript is included as Appendix VIII.

Ever since the founding of UTEP in 1913 by the Texas legislature, as the State School of 
Mines and Metallurgy, our outstanding students have been honored for their academic 
and/or athletic achievements.  Very often these recognitions have been issued to 
individuals without due recognition being announced to the student body and/or the general 
public.  Certainly there were no formalized programs published.  These honor recognitions 
were publicized in the Flowsheet yearbooks, The Prospector newspapers, other school 
publications, et al.; however, they were soon to be forgotten, except by the recipients.

It was not until 1953 that these honors recognitions were celebrated with formal programs at 
campus-wide events.  The first formal program was held on May 11, 1953, as the “Honors 
Day First Annual“ event,  held in Magoffin Auditorium with Dr. Wilson Elkins, President, 
TWC, as the Program Speaker.

The Honors Days events continued on an annual basis through May 5, 1962, when the 
name of the events was changed to Honors Nights and Honors Convocation Nights 
through May 8, 1969.  Starting on May 8, 1970, the name of the event was changed to 
Honors Banquets and continued as such through 1979. 

After an absence of 11 years without holding a formal convocation ceremony, when Dr. 
Haskell Monroe became President of UTEP in 1980, a convocation was held on 
September 12, 1980, known as the Fall Convocation.  Then on February 19, 1981, Dr. 
Monroe welcomed El Paso and UTEP to the “Four Centuries ʻ81 Convocation” with four 
speakers to celebrate 400 years of El Paso history.  None of the above convocations were 
specifically called for the purpose of honoring UTEP studentsʼ achievements.

On May 3, 1981,  the “First Honors Convocation” was called by Dr. Monroe to recognize 
outstanding high school and university students and faculty at an event held in Magoffin 
Auditorium.  Ever since, UTEP generally has celebrated two Convocations every year, 
one the Fall Convocation and the other an Honors Convocation in the Spring.



The University Honors Program was established in 1981.  Dr. Diana Natalicio is credited 
with establishing the program while she was Dean of the College of Liberal Arts  and she 
provided the administrative support for the program.  Dr. Haskell Monroe may have had 
some influence in its formation due to his numerous recognitions of student honors in a 
variety of ways including formal events.

In the past, several UTEP Colleges, specifically Liberal Arts and Engineering, held their 
own college and department honors programs, but it was not until 1981 that a campus-wide 
University Honors Program was created.  See Appendix I for the purposes and 
administration for these various honors programs as outlined for the first time in the 1983-85 
Class Catalog.  For the subtle changes that took place in the purposes over the years, 
please consult the current Class Catalog and/or the individual program directors.  A review 
of these Catalogs show that going back to the 1960s we presented academic honors at 
graduations; in the 1970s honors classes were held in several disciplines; and also in the 
1970s Honors Programs existed in the Colleges of Engineering and Liberal Arts.  The 
current Liberal Arts Honors Program which was reorganized in 2012 was distinct from the 
University Honors Program and from the earlier Liberal Arts Honors Program.  Even though 
counsel was sought from individuals involved in the original Liberal Arts Honors Program 
from the 1980s, there was no connection between the two entities.  

The First Director of the University Honors Program was Professor Kathleen (Kathy) Staudt. 
Ph.D., Assistant Professor of Political Science (in 1981).  The subsequent Directors and 
their terms served are shown in Appendix II, Roster of Program Directors and Terms. 

The “bottom line” of all this research resulted in the identification that in the year 2021, the 
University Honors Program will celebrate its 40th Anniversary of promoting recognition of 
the outstanding students from all the Colleges within UTEP.

The Heritage Commission would like to thank all the Contributors to this History of the 
University Honors Program, who are listed in Appendix III and specifically in Appendices 
IV, V, VI, and VII.  Without the input from these individuals this project could not have been 
completed.  For copies of any or all associated correspondence, please contact the Chair of 
the UTEP Heritage Commission to arrange for copies or for the review of the Heritage 
House files on the UTEP campus.

Contents facilitated by: 
Willie Quinn 

Member, UTEP Heritage Commission 
Chair, HC Research Committee

June 30, 2020 
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History of Recognizing Academic Honors at UTEP

Appendix I 1983-83 Class Catalog

Undergraduate Studies Catalog  1983-1985         ACADEMIC HONORS -- Page 39 

- - - - - - -  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Continued



Continued

Appendix I 1983-83 Class Catalog

Undergraduate Studies Catalog  1983-1985 Page 84 -- 
THE COLLEGE OF LIBERAL ARTS 



History of Recognizing Academic Honors at UTEP

Appendix II Roster of Program Directors and Term Served

The First Director of the University was Professor Kathleen (Kathy) Staudt. Ph.D., Assistant 
Professor of Political Science in 1981.  The subsequent Directors and their terms served are 
shown below:

1981-1983 Kathleen (Kathy) Staudt, Ph.D. (Political Science)
1983-1985 Willard P. Gingerich, Ph.D. (English)
1985-1987 Cheryl Martin, Ph.D. (History)
1987-1991 Feroza F. Jussawalla, Ph.D. (English)
1992-2003 Lillian Mayberry-Bristol, Ph.D. (Biology)
2003- Gary Edens (Vice President for Student Affairs)



History of Recognizing Academic Honors at UTEP

Appendix III List of Contributors (listed in order of contacts)

Dr. P.J. Vierra, Ph.D., Asst. Dir. for Advancement Communications, Institutional Advanc. 
Mr. Frank Montes de Oca III, Asst. Dir., University Relations (Convocation Programs)
Ms. Briane Carter, Chair, UTEP Heritage Commission
Mr. Gary Edens, Vice President for Student Affairs
Dr. Lillian Mayberry-Bristol, Ph.D., Adjunct Faculty, Biological Sciences
Prof. Norman Love, Ph.D., College of Engineering, Assoc. Dean for Academic Affairs & 

Undergraduate Studies and Provost Fellow (Honors Program)
Prof. Emerita Kathleen (Kathy) Staudt, Ph.D., Political Science (Retired 2017)
Prof. Emerita Cheryl Martin, Ph.D., Department of History (Retired)  
President Emerita Diana Natalicio, Ph.D. (Retired)
Ms. Abbie Weiser, Assistant Head, Special Collections, UTEP Library
Dr. Andrew Fleck, Director, Liberal Arts Honors Program (2019-  ), Department of English
Dr. Michael M. Topp, Associate Professor, Department of History
Mr. William F. “Willie” Quinn, Facilitator, History of University Honors Program, and 

Member, UTEP Heritage Commission



History of Recognizing Academic Honors at UTEP

Appendix IV E-mails from Lillian Mayberry-Bristol

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
E-mail from Lillian Mayberry, May 29, 2020

I took over as Honors Director in January 1992 and stepped down in May of 2003.  
Honors was one of the many programs he [Gary Edens] supervised and I think he 
assumed the role when I stepped down.  Ferozza was Director just before me.  
Lil

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
E-mail from Lillian Mayberry, May 27, 2020

I donʼt recall Haskell [Monroe] taking an active role in the founding of the honors Program 
although under Haskell there were recognitions of honors in a variety of ways.  It was 
Diana [Natalicio] as Dean of Liberal Arts [1980-1984] and later as President who 
provided the administrative support for establishing the program per se.
Lil

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
E-mail from Lillian Mayberry, May 25, 2020
I have a little more data.  The college of Liberal Arts Honors Program was established 
[in the 1970s per Catalog].  Later it became the University Honors Program [1981] so 
students from all disciplines could be members if they could qualify .  From what I can 
pin down it was established in/around 1980.  Dr. Kathy Staudt was the first Honors 
Director and was followed by Cheryl Martin, ...Ferozza Jusswalla, and then me in 1991.  
I know Gary Edens was appointed as an overseer when I left office but I donʼt have 
information on years after I left the office.
Hope this helps your history. What you are putting is valuable information so thank you!
Lil

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

[Note: The [bracketed] text represents edits from more recent information.]
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Appendix V E-mail from Kathleen (Kathy) Staudt

E-mail from Kathy Staudt, May 25,2020 (UTEP hired 1977; Retired 2017)

Good questions, but alas I donʼt have many answers.  You could contact Cheryl Martin
(I ccʼd her) about her term.  As for Feroza Jussawalla, she left UTEP for UNM and then 
another university. And then, Lil Bristol from Biology became the director, the first professor 
from outside the College of Liberal Arts.  I donʼt know who managed to lead the program 
from the College of Liberal Arts to a University-wide effort.  I do know that a professional 
staff person headed the honors program for a while. It was laborious for a faculty member 
to administer the program while teaching nearly a full load of classes and little by way of 
budgetary resources and staff. 
 
Eventually, UTEP leadership saw the value of the program; it moved to the Honors House 
off Hawthorne with an administrative assistant who may have carried a lot of the labor.  
Speculation here: perhaps both the entry standards and the ability of students do “honors 
contracts” with some extra work in what became a huge program led to some watering 
down of the honors-like expectations.
 
You might also contact Michael Topp who started the current Liberal Arts Honors 
Program—separate from the university-wide program.  I think his term ended about a year 
ago.  He was VERY selective in who was permitted to enter the program, and even 
though they were ʻintegratedʼ into regular classes, he was very careful about which classes 
were eligible.  I had several of his students in my classes and they were genuine 
superstars!  Other students learned from them because they elevated overall discussions.
 
Many departments had a de facto honors experience with an honors senior thesis course.  
As I recall, polisci had such a course a while ago, but few students took advantage of the 
opportunity (and faculty members who agreed to be a thesis chair generally accepted this 
responsibility as a course overload).  As you see, I love to provide interpretive analysis!  
One needs to understand the incentives systems in which people as the famous political 
scientist James Q. Wilson wrote about in his various books.
 
A bit more on interpretive history than dates…. Mind you, there is tension between some 
who view honors classes and programs as evidence of elitist “tracking systems” in lieu of 
raising standards for ALL students and allowing them to learn from one another as well as 
the teachers (a debate in pre-university education, as well).
 
Good luck in your attempts to reconstruct these internal UTEP histories.
Kathy
Kathleen Staudt
Professor Emerita



History of Recognizing Academic Honors at UTEP

Appendix VI E-mail from Cheryl Martin

E-mail from Cheryl Martin, May 26, 2020

Here's my input. I can provide a bunch of dates--after all, I am a historian. I was Honors 
Director from 1985-1987. Willard Gingerich of the English Department preceded me--he 
would have served 1983-1985. I know Feroza Jussawalla came after me, but I think 
maybe Dick Ford of Lang & Ling also served for a while; he may have succeeded me. As 
you can see, there was quite a bit of turnover in the position. Kathy is right about it being 
difficult for faculty to juggle their regular work loads in their departments with administrative 
duties.

I seem to recall that the program was to some extent university-wide by the time of my 
tenure. There was some kind of faculty advisory board that included people from outside 
Liberal Arts; in particular I remember Walt Fisher from Engineering serving on this. I 
remember sitting in on a Physics Honors thesis in my capacity as director. I remember at 
least one Honors section of math being taught during most semesters of my tenure; I'm not 
sure if this was just for Liberal Arts majors. But most courses were in Liberal Arts 
departments (History, Poli Sci, English); this might have been why we had faculty advisory 
board members from other colleges--so that students from other colleges could take their 
required general education courses in Honors sections. Due to concerns about credit hour 
production, chairs were not always happy to release faculty to teach 20 students in an 
Honors section rather than 100 or more in a large lecture section

There was an Honors program newsletter before my time, I think going back to Kathy's 
time--I wonder if the Library would have copies? (Perhaps Claudia Rivers or Abbie 
Weiser in Special Collections could help?) There also was some kind of Honors journal 
published at least once during Gingerich's tenure; it featured writings by students in the 
program. Marcia Daudistel, then a student, was involved in that. Gingerich also planned a 
University Honors Semester, that brought about 20 Honors students from around the 
country to UTEP to learn about the Border region in the spring of 1986; Gingerich left 
abruptly in August 1985 and I was drafted to take over. The Honors Semester was in 
many ways a success but it was an administrative challenge, as Gingerich left many loose 
ends in the planning. At that point the Honors Program was under the direct supervision of 
the Assistant VPAA. That was Mike Eastman, during the first couple of days (yes, days) of 
my tenure; he then abruptly left for another university and was replaced by Jack Bristol, 
husband of Lillian Mayberry-Bristol. Jack and I struggled to bring off the Honors Semester 
but we managed. Diana Natalicio became VPAA in the fall of 1984, so Jack worked under 
her; before that she was Dean of Liberal Arts, so she may have been involved in setting 
up the program under Liberal Arts auspices; she became dean around 1980.

There was another Honors Semester in the spring of 1994. The courses in these 
semesters were exclusively for students in the Honors Semester. I tried to argue for 
inclusion of some UTEP students in these sections, but policies of the National Collegiate 
Honors Council, which sponsored the semester, dictated otherwise. I taught a course in 
each Honors semester. Kathy Staudt taught in at least one of them. I also taught Honors 
sections of the required US history courses a couple of times. 

Vicki Fisher (married to Walt Fisher, mentioned above), was the administrative assistant for 
the Honors program, at least during some of Gingerich's tenure and throughout mine; she 
stayed in that job until 1989, when she took a position as administrative secretary in the 
History Department. 



As for honors thesis options in individual departments, my recollection is similar to Kathy's--
that few students took advantage of this option. I think I remember supervising one such 
thesis in the History Department in the early 1990s, but again it was an overload for faculty. 
It's important to remember that during the 1980s and 1990s there was increasing pressure 
for faculty to do research and publish--initial steps toward the eventual achievement of Tier 
1 status. 

OK, I think that's all I can remember for now.

Best,
Cheryl

Cheryl E. Martin
Professor Emerita of History
University of Texas at El Paso
El Paso, TX 79968-0532
E-mail: cmartin@utep.edu
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Appendix VII E-mails from Andrew Fleck and Michael Topp
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
E-mail from Andrew Fleck, June 9, 2020

As for the history of the formal LAHP and its relationship to (and possibly the basis for) the 
present UHP, I'm sorry to say I can't really contribute anything. The program was founded 
(or refounded?) by Dr. Michael Topp in 2012, I believe. A few years ago, Dr. Yolanda 
Leyva had the leadership role. I became the director in 2019. It appears that Willie has 
been in touch with Dr. Topp about that history. I'm not sure whether Dr. Leyva might have 
more information about the program - her specialty is Oral History, so she might have 
gathered some of the memories of those who have been involved.
     Good luck with this!  Iʼd love to see the final product -- and to update our website to 
reflect the history you all unearth.
Andy Fleck

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
E-mail from Michael Topp, June 9, 2020

Briefly, a liberal arts honors program, distinct from the university honors program and 
from an earlier liberal arts honors program, was founded in 2012 and is still in existence.
I spoke with people involved in the original liberal arts honors program from the 1980s, 
and sought out their advice when I established the current LAHP. Otherwise there was 
no connection between the two entities.
Best, Michael
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Appendix VIII Honors at UTEP    by Dr. P. J. Vierra, Ph.D.
[Note:  As of June 30, 2020, this is a prepublication manuscript subject to change.]
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Appendix VIII Honors at UTEP    by Dr. P. J. Vierra, Ph.D.
[Note:  As of June 30, 2020, this is a prepublication manuscript subject to change.]
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Appendix VIII Honors at UTEP    by Dr. P. J. Vierra, Ph.D.
[Note:  As of June 30, 2020, this is a prepublication manuscript subject to change.]
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Appendix VIII Honors at UTEP    by Dr. P. J. Vierra, Ph.D.
[Note:  As of June 30, 2020, this is a prepublication manuscript subject to change.]
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Appendix VIII Honors at UTEP    by Dr. P. J. Vierra, Ph.D.
[Note:  As of June 30, 2020, this is a prepublication manuscript subject to change.]
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Appendix VIII Honors at UTEP    by Dr. P. J. Vierra, Ph.D.
[Note:  As of June 30, 2020, this is a prepublication manuscript subject to change.]
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