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INTERVIEW WITH FRANK BRITO,  LAS CRUCES,  NEt^ l  MEXICO,  NOVEMBER g,1g7O
Dale l /a lker,  Leon Metz
Relates exper iences of  Rough R. ider Days

I was born August 24, 1877.

Al ice Roosevel t  Longwo,r th was always com' ing around the reg' iment,  and

she always l iked my horses. "Montyn" she would say,  , ' I  want you to take

me through the camp. "  she wanted me to speak Spanish to her because the

language was so  in te res t ing .  She was 14  or  15  a t  the  t ime.

lv[y brother (no name given) enl isted with me on May 5.  He was from

Bakers f ie ld ,  Ca l i fo rn ia ,  and we hadn ' t  seen each o ther  in  15  years .  I t

didn't matter anyway. Whereas we were not unfriendlyo we always quarreled

and never agreed on anything. After v/e were mustered out,  he reenl jsted,

went  to  the  Ph i l ipp ines  and d ' i sappeared.  No one ever  saw h im aga in .

I  was working for the Circ le Bar near Pinos Al tos when my brother came

by. l,, le stayed in camp until April when we received a message from my

father to come home at once. I t  took about ten hours to r ide home,

and we did i t  in a hurry because we f igured someone was dead--or was in

danger  o f  dy ing .  l ^ lhen we ar r i ved  la te  a t  n igh t ,  a l l  the ' l ' i gh ts  were  on

and this increased our apprehension. Father said,  "Don' t  you know that

the uni ted states has declared war on spain? I  want you two at  the

recru i t ing  o f f i ce  ear ly  tomor row morn ing  so  tha t  you  can en l i s t  and go

f ight  for  your country.  "

An o f f i cer  a t  the  recru i t ing  center  in  S i l ver  C i ty  sa id  tha t  I  cou ldn ' t

en l i s t  because I  wasn ' t  21 .  I  lacked s ix  months  o f  be ing  tha t  age.

So I  went to another of f icer and he took me with no trouble at  a l l .  Ac-

cording to him, "The army would weed me out anyhow. "  But they d ' idn' t ,

even though a lot  of  good men did not qual i fy for  one reason or the other.



I  was transferred frqn "H,,  t roop to , , I , ,  t roop. First-Lt .  Char les

Bal lard was our commandjng of f icer.  (There is a Southwest Studies re-

la t ing  to  Ba l la rd . )

Horses were issued in san Antonio.  you were given a t icket and a

horse, and a board of army officers judged whether or not you knew your

business. They accepted the fact  that  even the best r ider would occasion-

a1ly get thrown, so many men obtained a second opportuni ty af ter  being

pi tched of f  their  mounts once.

I  found that pol icemen from New York were excel lent  r iders,  a ' l though

they  cou ldn ' t  b reak  horses .

when we left for Tampa, Florida, we had to remove the horses from

the trains af ter  every two or three hundred mi les.  Horses had to be fed,

watered and groomed. It amounted to real hard work. Most of the trip we

rode on top of  the t ra in wi th the black smoke blowing al l  over us;  we

looked l i ke  Ind ians  upon ar r i va l  in  F lo r ida .

There V' las a misunderstanding about our camp in Flor ida.  Someone else

a' l ready had our place. Roosevel t  was fur ious,  and the jssue f jnal ly went

to  l (ash ing ton  where  i t  was  reso lved in  our  favor .  We d id  no  t ra in ing ' in

Tampa.

In Tampa I  was placed in charge of  one of  the pr isoners of  war because

I spoke Spanish. I^ le already had six or seven pr isoners.  They had sl ipped

up to the t ra in and cut the tendons of  horses. I t  was Major Dunn who had

me guard these pr isoners.

Our regiment was compose of  
. |0500 

men. I  knew every one , in my troop,

but very few outside of  that .  Most ly we got acquainted af ter  the war

dur ing the convent ions.  Hamil ton Fish was the sergeant in my troop.

McGinnis vtas Captain of  " I "  t roop. Dr.  George P. Hamer was our regimental

doctor.
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Hal Sayer was an adiutant f rom West Pofnt  who did not get along with

anyone.  He was jus t  a  k id ,  bu t  he  l i ked  to  show h is  au thor i ty .  I

understand that someone ki l led him out hJest.

Alv in C. Ash had been a border patrolman in El  Paso and a good fr iend

o f  m ine .  I  be l ieve  tha t  Ash 's  w i fe  i s  s t i l l  l i v ing  in  E l  paso .  Anyway ,

dur ing the expedi t ion into Mdxico wi th pershing, Ash wanted to form a

separate unit composed of former Rough Riders. There were eight or ten of

us  who wanted  the  job .  Persh ing  l i ked  the  idea,  bu t  Wash ing ton  tu rned i t

down.  Perhaps  i t  was  ius t  as  we l l .  There  wasn ' t  as  much f igh t ing  there

as  everyone th inks .  Most  o f  the  exped i t ion  was spent  in  bu i ld ing  roads

and  d igg ing  we l l s .

Two fel lows ran the pr int  shop where I  worked. Press was about eighteen

inches square.  Every week i t  put  out about 75 copies of  the Pinos Al tos

Ujlgf. i set type in Spanish and probably learned more there about grammar

than I  d id  in  schoo l .

Mother Hearst  sent a cap to al l  the emproyees, but over looked Kid

Washington who was the jani tor .  He asked me to wr i te a let ter  to Mother

Hearst saying that there was one lone forsaken cowboy dor^nn here who wouldn't

have one of  those caps i f  i t  were jammed up her ass.

I  don ' t  l i ke  to  ta lk  about  Pat  Gar re t t  (and he  d idn ' t ) .  He was a

fr iend of  mine and that 's al l  i  have to say.  I  knew wayne Brazel  as a

quiet  young man who didn' t  dr ink.  However,  he of ten tended bar part- t ime

in the Cowboy Saloon which was a headquarters for  cowboys in Las Cruces.

Saloon is where Budget Shop is now.

I  was ia i ler  for  twenty years under the Lucero brothers.  Jai l  had a

t in roof and chicken wire over the wfndows--but no one ever escaped.

(Br i to 's parents were Sant iago and Selma Br i to,  both born in Mdxico.
After the spanish Amerjcan l , r lar ,  Br i to was sher i f f  of  Dofra Ana county.)
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