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From the Other Side of the River:  
The Mexican Revolution in  

El Paso Collections  

 Texas State Historical Association  
115th Annual Meeting 

The Mexican Revolution in the Archives 







Centennial of the 
Mexican Revolution 
 

•November 20, 1910 
•Dates usually applied are     
 1910-1920 
•Many activities planned in 
 El Paso 
•Exhibits, films, lectures 



A lot happened in El Paso during the Mexican Revolution!  



Francisco Madero and his wife came to El Paso in the spring of 
1911 and had their portraits made at Fred Feldman’s studio.  
The Battle of Juárez, which occurred in May of that year, was 
the first important battle of the Revolution.   



The Revolution lasted 
much longer than 
anticipated and became a 
training ground for the 
U.S. Army during the 
years leading up to 
World War I.  General 
John J. Pershing led a 
Punitive Expedition into 
Mexico after Mexican 
rebels under Pancho Villa 
raided Columbus, New 
Mexico in 1916.  



The exhibit at the El Paso 
Museum of History utilized 
materials from several 
collections in the El Paso 
area, including 
• El Paso Public Library 
• El Paso County    
Historical Association 
• University of Texas at El 
Paso Library 
• Private individuals 



Through two grants from the Texas State Library 
and Archives Commission, the three institutions 
embarked on a cooperative digitization project and 
the compilation of a sort of “union list” of holdings 
relating to the Mexican Revolution in El Paso.  The 
digitization efforts would focus on three kinds of 
materials: 
 
•Books and pamphlets published during the Mexican 
Revolution 
 
•Special editions of El Paso newspapers published 
during the Battle of Juárez 
 
•W. H. Horne photographic postcards 



El Paso Public Library 

• Oldest public library 
in Texas (founded in 
1895)  

• Their Border 
Heritage Center 
includes many 
original photographs 
from the Mexican 
Revolution.   



Claudia Ramirez and Danny Gonzalez 



The El Paso Public Library has a large collection of 
original photographic postcards, especially those by 

photographer and postcard entrepreneur W.H.  Horne. 



During the Mexican Revolution, there was a 
military buildup along the U.S.-Mexico border, 
with National Guard troops and regular Army 

camped out along the border…. 



…and eventually invading Mexico in Pershing’s 
Punitive Expedition. 



Otis Aultman photographs 

The UTEP Library has cooperated with the El Paso Public 
Library to help preserve these photographs in the past.   



Aultman photographs are now available at the  
El Paso Public Library’s website and at the  

Portal to Texas History 



Other resources at the El Paso Public Library 

•El Paso Newspapers card file index:  Includes 
 seven drawers of citations for articles about 
 the Mexican Revolution and the Punitive 
 Expedition 
•El Paso City Council Minutes 
•Hoard collection:  Roy Hoard was the manager of 
 the Ferrocarril México Noroeste, a railroad in 
 Mexico during the Revolution 
•Viva Chihuahua!  An unpublished memoir by T. G. 
 Mackenzie covering the period 1911-1929 in 
 northern Mexico 



El Paso County Historical Society’s Burges House 



The El Paso County Historical Society’s 
Research Center has many original materials 

relating to the Mexican Revolution, too.  

Patricia Worthington, EPCHS Curator 



•Taft-Diaz special edition newspapers 



Extra editions published during  
the Battle of Juarez, May, 1911 

Extra!  Extra!  



Otis Aultman scrapbook 

Other resources at the El Paso County 
Historical Society: 

Photo album of Dr. H.E. Stevenson's of  
 The Battle of Juarez (1911) 

Pioneers’ Association scrapbook and collection  

Numerous photographs of the Revolution 



Much more information is available on their 
website 



University of Texas at El Paso Library 

Photo by Samuel Sisneros 

•Within sight of the 
Mexican border 
•Special Collections 
Department was 
established in 1960s 



The UTEP Library holds many books and pamphlets 
relating to the Mexican Revolution 

Gómez Peña, C.  Proceso de muerte del Sr. Gral. Felipe Angeles / C. Gómez Peña y Benjamín Herrera 
Vargas.  [s.l. : s.n., 1920?]  62 p.  
Special Collections Rare-L:  F1234.A56 G6 
  
Illán, Rafael.  El triunfo de la revolución o el grito de un pueblo.  El Paso, Tex., “Imprenta Mexicana”, 
1911.  38 p.   
Special Collections Rare-L:  F1234 .I44 1911 
  
López, Saraim V.  El problema de la tierra / tesis sustendada por Saraim V. López,  México:  [s.n.], 1912.  
17 p.  (Thesis for law degree at UNAM) 
Special Collections Southwest:  HD323 .L67 1912 
  
Madero y sus detractores; por varios Maderistas.  [El Paso, Texas, Imp. De El Correo del Bravo, 1917] 
202 p.   
Special Collections Rare-L:  F1234.M32 A6 1917  
  
Martínez, Paulino.  Causas de la revolución en México: y como efectuar la paz / por Paulino Martínez.  
Morelos: Tip. de Gobierno, 1915.  32 p.   
Special Collections Rare-L: F1234 .M379   
  
Martínez, Rafael.  Madero: su vida y su obra, apuntes para un capítulo de la historia nacional 
contemporánea / Rafael Martínez (Rip-Rip), Eduardo Guerra.  Monterrey, N.L.: [s.n.], 1914.  62, [2]p., 1 
leaf of plates.   
Special Collections Southwest:  F1234.M24 M36 1914 
  
 



Newspapers in El Paso were the main publishers 
of the period, so the medium is most often 

newsprint with high acid content.  

Los de Abajo (The Underdogs) by Mariano Azuela is a 
classic novel of the Mexican Revolution, and was first 
serialized in an El Paso newspaper, El Paso del Norte. 



The UTEP Library will digitize up to thirty 
books and pamphlets published during the 

Mexican Revolution. 



Yvette Delgado, Imaging Specialist 



Other resources at the UTEP Library 

Photograph collections: 

•Stout-Feldman Studio photographs 

•Gertrude Fitzgerald photographs 

•Franklin Lee Cleavenger photographs 

•Mexican Revolution photograph collection 

•Wayne Brendt photograph collection 

•Leigh Osborn photographs 

And other small collections 



Wayne Brendt collection 

Gertrude Fitzgerald photographs 

Leigh Osborn photographs 

Mexican Revolution photograph collection 



Some of the photograph collections are 
accessible through the Library’s website: 

DigitalCommons@UTEP.edu 

http://digitalcommons.utep.edu/


Oral history interviews at the UTEP Library 
include first-person accounts of events in the 

Mexican Revolution 



Manuscript collections include information about 
events in El Paso and northern Mexico during 

the Mexican Revolution 

•Kohlberg family papers 
•Stephenson-Flores family papers 
•John H. McNeely papers 

•Has records of railroads including El Ferrocarril 
México Noroeste, Chihuahua al Pacífico 
•El Hijo de El Ahuizote and other Mexican journals 

•General Francisco Castro papers 
•Larry Lewis collection 
•Horace B. Stevens business records 
•And other collections 
 



A word about El Paso newspapers… 

• El Paso newspapers on microfilm are 
available at both the El Paso Public Library 
and the University of Texas at El Paso Library  
• Scattered hard copies of Spanish-language 
newspapers published in El Paso are held by 
the EPPL and the UTEP Library 
• More and more holdings are being 
digitized and made available online:  Check 
out the Library of Congress’ Chronicling 
America site for the El Paso Herald from 1910 
to 1920.  (http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/)  

http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/




Other sources 

Universidad Autónoma de Ciudad Juarez 
•Has large collection of postcards, also online 
 at http://bivir.uacj.mx/postales/ 
El Paso Museum of History 
•Clara Goodman collection 
•Featherstone scrapbook of National Guard 
photographs 
Family holdings and smaller museums 

http://bivir.uacj.mx/postales/


Claudia Rivers, UTEP Library 
Email: crivers@utep.edu 
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